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CHAPTER I. 

Positiou of Kentneky.— A great Battle-field. - Expectations of botli Antagonists.— The Secessionists balked by a 
Loyal Legislatuve.— Idle Seee.ssionists form an independent Government.— Meeting of Secessionist.s at Ensseliville.— 
Declaration of Grievances.— A Convention called.— Meeting of Convention.— Declaration of Indepiuidence and 
Ordimmcc of Secession.— Provisional Government. — CommlsBioners to Soutliern Confederacy. — Kentucky admitted 
as a Confederate State — Tim only solution throngb .Civil Wav.— Tlio ITnited States prepare:!. — Positiou of its 
Force.s. — Don Carlos Buell.— Li:fe of Buell. — .Military Pldiication and Services. — Gallantry and Promotion.— A Briga^ 
dier-Ceneral. — Noticed by McClellan.— In command of the Department of the Cumberland. — Buell 1)usy in organ- 
izing. — The Position of the Enemy. —Invasion of Kentucky.— Xiollicoffer at Ciimbeidand Gap.— General Buckner at 
Bowling Green. — General Jolinston — Life of A. Sydney Joimston. — Military Education and Services. — ^Pi.esigns bis 
Commission.—A Private in the Texan War.- Secretary of War in Texas.— In the Mexican War.— Retirement.— 
Paymaster in tlie United States Army.— Appointed Colonel of Cavalry by Pierce on the recommendation of Jelter- 
bon Davis. — -Chief of the E.xpedition to Utah.— Jolin,ston exciting to llebeliicn in California —Escape.— In com- 
mand under the Confederacy.— Character of Johnston.— The Struggle begun irr Kentucky.— -Zollicoffer’s attack on 
Camp Wild Cat.— His Defeat.— The hopes of the Unionists of East Tennessee. -Fligdit of Zbllicoffer.— Difficulties 
of pursuit. — Disappointment. — General Position in Kentucky of oppo.sing Iforces.— Engagement at Ivy Mount- 
ain.— Tlie Enemy diiven from Eastern Kentucky.— Position of Buell and Job iiston.— Advance of Forces by BiiclI. 

_ —Betirement of the Enemy.— The Engagement at Green Biver.— The Eesuits. —Feeble attempt of Huniphrey 
Marshall.' — Sticcess of Colonel Garfitdd.— A forced Retreat acknowledged, but a sacces.s claimed by the Enemy. ■ 
Comparative Losses. 


IvENTUGKY wtis destined 'to become tlie 


course between the iiortliern lakes and 



chief bablle-field from its position 
as a border State--"bounded on the 
north by the loyal States of Ohio, Indi- 
ana, and Illinois, and on the east, south, 
and west hy Virginia, Tennessee, Ar- 
kansas, and Missouri, more or less within 
the power of the enemy — from the con- 
tlict of opinion among its own citizens 
and its relation geographically to the 
Mississippi, the great channel of inter- 
84 


the Gulf of Mexico. Both antagoi lists, 
conscious of the importance of holding 
the supremacy in a State thus situated, 
made gTeat efibrts' to secure : ■ 

The seceswsionists, balked in their at- 
tempts at disunion by the firm locality 
of the Legislature, resolved upon the ex- 
pedient of substituting for the legal au- 
thorities of the State an independent 
government. The insurrectionary lead- 
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,ers uceordiiiglj ,inol. 'iifc llusHcliville, 'ii | by t,hc' |,>088e.^8i<:n,i .of (.'a.iro, in .Illinois 
id* towii in llu' souihm’n jnu'tnf j llinl’s Fniiit, in Missouri, mu,! ib'ultii'!ili 

Kentucky, ;uh 1 ufTn* drawing' up a secured imjHJi’laiit: ka^ses of oiieraliiun 
deelaraiioii of grievauua's. and {lenounc- ujH,)n tiic Mississipiii ainF Oltiu froin 
ing llu^ loja l aclion of tbe Legislahire, ! whiidi to ei'niiiiii lliese r!\a*r.s aini tlu' 
calk'd a. ' coiiveutiou, ‘Mo In' choseii, 'wsesteru }uii'loof but liail con- 

elected, ./or, 'ap.pO!n:te<l in any ■ .iiiariner ■ ce,uli*a,l:ed' aM,a.rge' a.riuy at l',,oirtsvi'!le,M:.(i 
by tlie people. 'of .the' 'se?e;ral t*oiii"it,ies'of. operjili'' wit'.hiu'tlie |i,iteric,u,‘ ol‘ 'tlur Buite. 
the' State,” ''to/iiieet at tiie same ])la,:ee. /. The,e(,i,uii'.uaud was giv'i‘'U to C.’roi'iera] "Hou 
' This hybrid .coimuiti on, (anupose.d oT Marios Buell, w'h.o'.siit'eetMh,'‘fi/ us will' l',ie 
sotuC'.MOO persons,' 'accordingly met at; . • 'recol!eeti:‘d, .(leiiei'iil . Sl.,ier'i,riau, t.lie sue- 
l0f.' Busse.llville at' th,e: time a]:)poi,iited. .cessor of Mei'it3ral A.udersou, ' of .Fort 
' They ..immediately proceeded' to Sumter litme. '■ '* .' 

' .pass 'a “ D'oelara.tiou of ' ludipHuuh'mce j,'; Don Marhis'. Bu'cll 'wins t.>om'' in "(Buo 
u.nd ' a,ii OrdiuamaMd Sma/s.sion, to I's- j hi ' 1819. He . was iidmitted into the; 
tahlisii a provisional government con- West Point Military A<auiemy as a cadi't 
listing of a g'overnor w^ith a. legislative in 18.17, and in graduating in 181! was 
council ol ten, and to appoint three appointed a second lieutenant of the, 
commissioners to the ^oiitheru Confed- Third Infantry. In dune, PStO, he was 
cracy. ‘ ])roiuotcd to a lirst iieiitimancy, and on. 

The Congress of the Confederate the 23d of Fepteinber, IhlJi/was hiv- 
j>tatcB eagerly welcomed tlie arrival of vetted a oa])tain Ibr Ins services ai Mon- 
the representatives of Kentucky socos- terey. During 1817 and 1818 Im a«1cd 
Sion, a.nd without delay passed an u.ct' ns adjutant of his r(*ginumt, and fiori' a 
by which that State was admitted a distiiyguished jiart in the hattli' of ( kuro 
member on an eijual footing witli the Gordo. His gallant conduet^suhsctiin'iu- 
other States of the Confederacy.” | ly at (kmtivras and Churcduisco won 
The great question, howcvei', ■was not j for him the brevet rank of major. In 
to be settled in Kentucky by (iouventious 1848 Ite was appoinUnl a.ssisiaul nil jnlarl- 
and political maiiiiestoes. The only so- general. In 1851 he relimjuished his 
lulion was througli wnxr, and botli par- rank in limy ])u{, <'ontim.i('d to aet as 
ties now prepared to xvage it with the <xssislu.nt adjutant “gemu'al nut li the (*om- 
utmost vigor. meneemont of tin; war, wlicn he was at 

Iho 4 edeial Grovornnient had not only, once promoted to a liei.itena.iit”<;o]on«;h’v. 

Congress soon aftej* create<l him a !)rig- 

adier-general of volunteers. His 

Govkiwos. ~ G eorge 'W. Joiiiison. scrvicc in tho presout contliiji was as the 

n^ir. -wnh-.m- u John w. ! commander of a division under Genm-d 

tik.huwit. 1. e. rtirnu.i.'. ji w . I. w. M.inrt', ’u, ' '■‘‘‘’■‘Gy w ito WHS -<0 imj>rcssed !>v h's 

:\i.]'.ni...;,,„'.aGc-..rgeu iio.ige. ’ 1 Soldierly (pndilios that he induced ik.,. 
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LIFE OP JOHNSTON-. 


iToveiimieiii T,o Destow upon, liim the position. He siibsequeiitly, when Texa,s 
iinpoiLant conimaiid oi the Department had succeeded in securing a separate ■ 
ot Die Oumberiand, in Kentucky. government from Mexico, ^ became the 

(general Buell, on reaching Louisville secretarj of war of the new: State. ' 

—his headqinirters— was for a long time, . In the war with Mexico, which ensued 
like most of our military leaders, oecu- upon the annexation of Texas to the 
pied in organizing the rude ■ material United States, Johnston raised a partisan : 
which the generous patriotism of the troop and accompanied G-eneral IMytor 
country had so pro;fuseiy supplied. to Monterey. At the close of the war he 

^ the enemy , alrea,dy in possession of retired to his plantation, but becoming 
b--olunibiis, wJiicli the j contiii lied to for- embarrassed in circiiinstances he accept- 
liCy, and of llicknnan, on the ^rississijmi, (ul the office of paymaster in*tho United 
both in Kontauffiy, had invaded the Stale States army. Tlirough the iiiflueiice of 
fj’om Tennessee. This was by means of Jefibrsou Davis, then secretary of war, 
a foivo under tlio command of General Ih-esident Pierce was prevailed upon to 
Zolhcoflei, tiiiougli C-unihcrlaud (^ap. make Johnston colonel of the Second 
(,^■'(,0101 al Bii(*knor, a Keiituciviau, had also Cavalry, and give him the command of 
mustered a (mnsideruble number of liis [he South ATesterii .Military .District, 
.fellow-citizens and raised the standard ol“ During the rebellion of the Mormons of 
uevolt at Bowling Green. The duel L tah, he was appointed chief of the ex- 
(xumnand, however, of the enemy's pedition sent across the plains to quell it 
force with wliidi they ]n>ped to wrest by arms, lie acted with groat prompt- 
Kontuc.Ky h’om too 1. nioii was suhse- itude and vigor, and continued to exei*- 
cjuentl} given to General Albert Sydney else a rigid severity of military rule as 
Johnston. long as he retained his command, which 

Albert Sydno;y Johnston was horn in only ceased when, in consequence of his 
Macon County, Kentucky, in 1803. Ad- well-known co-operation with the cne- 
mitted a cadet at the M'est Point Mili- mics of the Government, he was forced to 
lary Acarlemy, he was, on the complex- i re.liuquish it. After striving iii vain to 
tion of his studies, commissioned a lieu- excite a movement in California and Or- 
tenant ot infantry, and soon aJter ordered egon in favor of tlie Southern rebellion, 
on duty to the l\est. During the Black he only escaped capture by the Federal 
Hawk M ar he acted as adjutant-geucral, authorities by hastening to join his fel- 
and on its termination resigned his com- low-conspirators at Richmond, 
mission. He now settled in Missouri as Johnston had the resolute temper of 
a planter, but soon after rera.oved to the frontiersmen of the West, with a 
Texas, whcj‘e, on the breaking out of the body and spirit hardened by the rude 
war of inde])endoncc, he entered the trials of border life. He was a man 
Texan army as a private, but soon rose, of unquestionable energy and deter- 
by his gallantry and ability, to a high ruination, and his admirers claimed for 
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hnn <*ousu!uniat(..‘ ability as a. military 
leiuh'v. 

^ r>(>rtH’o ilin great strriggle betweeii tlie 
I two opposing fortM's in K(Mntu*ky 
, sonui (‘om])a ratively u a imp o riant fictions 

; luul been I'might. The first occiiiTcni at 

i (Aniip Wild {kit. llock Castle Goiintj, 

I This post had been oceiipied by the 

I Unionists to oppose the invasion of Ken- 

I tiiclvv fi-om Tennessee througii Chimber- 

I bind Ciip, ndiere Zollicoller was station- 

ed with ;i large force, 

Z<dlicorter having iiofird ot‘ the ineagre 
I means of resistani‘e at, (^unp Wild Cat, 

I wiierc tlnn'e was a. siiigh reginieni 

I I'edue.eti by sickness to only 700 nieii, 

, under tlie command of (kilonei Gar- 

I rard, advanced witli a large foree, con- 

sisting, as was riimoi'cd, of six regiments 
of infautiy and 000 cainxlry with nine 
pieces of artillery. On his niareh he 
sacked the towns of Barboui'svilie and 
London, and boldly approiieh.e<l Camp 
Wild Cat, confident of an Ciisy victory 
over the little force encamped tliere. Iii 
the meantime, however, the Seventeenili 
(fiiio and a regiment of Kcniuckv C^iv- 
I airy had reinforeod the Wild Cat camp, 

I and General Schoepf had arrivial and as-^ 
sinned the command. Additional troojjs, 
moreover, were rapidly marclnng to the 
same point. The battle which ensm^d, 
and the victory won by the Unionists, 
is thus described hy a spectator d*' 

About eight o’clock on Mombty morn- 
ing, the 21st, the rebels advanced upon 
our lines, shouting and yelling like 
savages, secure, apparently, of an easy 
victory. Our men received them coolly, 


pouring inio their raiiks a deadly lire. 
Fora time tliey witlistood it' galbinllv, 
possibly lielieving'W'hat Inni ofien Imni 
told tliem, tliiit il'iey wi'n’c ea'i*h a. 
tor five times tlieir iiumixer. . C'lraihiallv' 
■their coirlidonee ,gav(‘ way, a.iHl'Ih.eV' re- 
tirC'd, sullenl 3 ’"at first, hut soon t;heir rm 
•treat beea.me tliglit. . To. mH:!ersf.arid tin* 
movements of., the dai" more" clearlv. I 
find, it wi,Ii 1)0 necessjiry to giv'o a sketrdi 
■ oi tile position, 't.’obiiiiil ' t-larrard ■ wns 
encainped at the jiinction of ihrce roads 

'the .M.ou.n1^ \ i,*rnon road, hauling .to 

Cfunp hick Uoluiisi i{i, along which the 
reinforcctiKMUs caint^ ; ila' lauidnu roatf. 
by wliidi the re’ijcls fippi-oitrlaad : and 
the ‘ Winding Blades' ro-ad. icaiding to 
Hichniond. Ikhwecn the Ijist two roads, 
and commanding Colonel (hiiTartl's po- 
sition, is a higli,' conical hill. ' Tin* wliolt' 
face of. the country is <*o\-ertMi with a 
heavy g.rowt!,i of timher, ('\ce])l ■ where 
it has been ieilcd hv i!h' soldn'rs since 
they vveriv Btatio'iiod ia-re. The li.rsfat-,' 
'tfick had been made iti a hoi lo’iv extend-, 
■ing from the lamdoTi nr.u] in ihe * WimU' 
ing Blades’ road. 

I A(t(U tile repulse, ihe rt'hi'is tormisj 
I again, ami attempli'd to ('ome a!i>ng ihe 
' London road. By this time, an ludiami 
regiimuit, the Thirty-thinl, hud conu' up- 
on the ground, and a portion of them led 
to tlieiop of the eoniiad {fill A ha.l1erv of 
aitillei v, CGu, aialved at tlfis critical jinu’- 
ture. The rebels advam*e(b shoiUmg as 
before, sutipumied by tlufir artillmy. at 
every diseharge of which tiny screamed 
like fiends. A shell .from tlie fir.stof our 
guns silenced both their slunits and their 
cannonade, and sent them fiying again 






1 




BATTLE OF CAM¥ WILD OAT. 


with astoiiishinent and consternation. 
Retreating out of sight they deliberated 
a third attack, this time selecting the 
conical hill as the point of approach. 
With much labor they opened a road 
through the woods along the side of a 
high ridge on the other side of the Lon- 
don road, and planted a piece of their 
artillery. On our side, the Rourteeiith 
Oliio Regiment, under Colonel Steadman, 
came into the field by a forced march 
and took position. One piece of cannon 
was taken on the slioulders of tlie men 
to the top of the hill, and every prepa- 
ration made to give the rebels a hand- 
some reception. As they approached 
on the rear of the hill, they came in the 
guise of friends, Ijcaring their hats on 
tlie points of their guns, and calling out 
as they approached, ‘ ^Le are Union 
men.' 'Then,' said oui* men, ‘laydown 
yo ur a rms and coi no ai oiig. ’ Appj'oaci led 
now witliin twenty yards of our lines, 
they cried. ‘ Xow, d — n vou. we've, 


ing fifty ; theirs is estimated at 1,000— 
it is known to be very severe.’’ 

This Federal success at Camp Wild 
Cat greatly encouraged the Unionists of 
East Tennessee, as it seemed to open a 
way through Cumberland Gap for the 
rescue of those loyal men from the thral- 
dom of secession. Zollicoffer and his 
force thoroughly disheartened, fled in 
confusion through Barboursville to the 
Gap, wdthm the confines of Tennessee. 
The advantage of our troops, however, 
was not improved, General Schoepf being 
compelled to reniain inactive for want of 
supplies. In the mean time, Zollicoffer, 
presuming upon the inertness of his an- 
tagonist, recovered courage, and, relrac- 
iug his steps, laivaged the whole coiiiitrv 
to within ten miles of the Federal cn- 
cam])ment. Proceeding ui’) the Cumlter- 
laiid Valley, the enemy gathered evei’v- 
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follows: (s(MU‘i‘ai Iwickisor luul julvanc.od | ( 'olonei Hil! wiili his owo rofiina'Mt . ih,* 
I«V. to Jiowling tlreeii/ 'Whence, tlie cue- Ohio an, 'I a' h:'it!uli,)n, 

> ' . i 1 ■! .1 . ’ . 


niy’s .line extended through theii- innler Cojornd Hari. ,*oinjios,:>rf ,o| 


centre in Jhrirron (Joiintj to their riglii ax::H;n'njr''ii!y fVeu'n each; of !he 'll'iri'e ri'wri- 
at iiiirkesvillo. ;'T.he Union forces, wi'th nic'i'its— tlie Bf'coinl. 'Tliirly-i.liird. an,! 
Ocnci-a,I 'Orittenden coininandirig tl'»e Fifty-iiiiitli ,Olno Vohittfci‘rs. switl two 
wesleri'i' division, ■ Gene'ral MeOook the Kentucky eompajiies. To this fVwce.was 
cMilro, ,and Ueneral Sclioepf. the east-,'| a^dded a tnmp of l'|.2 nninnfial nnni, 
ern, were, advancing ■ slowly , witli ■ ,tl:ie I inado " up of. t.crtrnslers,., a.nd, t.:l'i.if|.v'-si;K 
. view of converging, npon ■ tliis lii'jo ,of vc>li:intc:a:,'‘rs .A,,j;r|)crs,ir,.’wiiii, 
the 'enemy.' / The west(3rii had advanced j a section, of artillerv. ■ Colonel Fill 'was 
as for .'as^'.'Wo.o.dhnry, at the confliici'ice | ordered io inarch by the 'wav of 

■ 'Of the, B'ig Barroiiw'ith the Green Biver, I Creek and pjis's to'tlu' le'a’o,r iho .em 
about fifteen miles 'fro'ra the left .flaiik ! cain|':»r},u,nh,', fjf the cfuniiv near .Fikiwille 

■ of Buckner's position at ' J'lo'wliiig "(tree.n. and liius Itirn it with t,lie of eiifiimr 
■ ■ 'The' centre, ''had .moved .to.'a position on, , oil' thth,r,rel,!‘ea..t.' f:rei:!,e.ra,'i 'Kidsfiri., ftaw 

. Barrmi:.''Creek, '.about: six-' miles ''.'from i'ltg sdlowed'a day. to."'|,,'iass, in 'ortle.r .ihul: 

, :Muiifbrdsv.il!e,.-.on .tliC'' (Iree'ii .River,' ami Ck,)i.('me.l ' 811!.' .'inlght. lie ahl(* to a<:iv'‘i.i'H>p 

■ ,the.''eastern iiudei/'Schoepf had marched, sufficiently ''ori hiS' cirenitmis ' rnnv'h '"'of '' 
as we have seen, a little in advance of forty miles j.Tnv |u‘ hiuwCt should 
\\ild (kit eaiuji after the repulse of , make the attack in from, fliu* .,oi -rt 
ZollKxffior. General Bncll had. not at out until the ni'xt Uimming, when 

Tins timeassuined the command, and llio i he moved forward with the' H.smed ' 
j disheartened bherman was sfili at the | Ibgimeni Ohio Voiimtem's, Coinmd 

head of the army. I • Ttf vio,^ m < 

. '■ |{Uw!s, J wenty-ltrst UeLOinent f Hno 

llie Viinoiw operations eomiimml Ibr ; Volunteers, ('ol.mel Xorloii : Fill v-nini ii 

some time to be rallier skinnislie.s lie- i Reo-imeiu, ohi,, \',,luiiteei's 

tween detached parties U„m reguhir | .Fylle ; ||,e l.alialion ol' Kentuekv V„l-' 

movements in accordance witli a uiiilbrm uiiteers, uiider ColoiHd ('liiirles A. .thir- 
plan. Occasional successes, however, shall, and two sections of artilien- ('m,- 
micnrred ; such was the nffiur at Ivy tain Konkle, taking the dlreel r,;,,! i„ 
ipmitain.noarl ikeville, onthchorders Pikesville, tvvcnl v-eight ,n:|..,s 
of Virginia, where the enemy had on- When „1, out eigliUnilos hevoini I'lvsi..,,-' 
camped iii considerable force. t,„rg, the nionnie.l picket g,ii„.,l,s 

xeney IVelson, having moved to enemy were discovered and j.m, to (li.d.i 
Irestonbm-g, on the Big Sandy River, in The road along wliiel. our foives m.w 
x.as.crn ^entaoky, determined to ad- advanced was hut seven led wide and 
vance upon the oiiemy and to sui-rouiid cut, in the side of a high nuiniituin. 'tIus 

aim capnro or trive them back into | mountain, covered wiili brushwooil cml- 
ngima. Ho aocorduigly first sent out | eil in a steep ridge at Ivy C.-rcek, which 











certained accurately, but thirty were street of the village occu}>icd by moun- 
Ibmid dead on the hold. Among the ted men, who were making olf by the 
wounded prisoners was H. M. Rust, late Bhelby road. A few rounds of shell 
State senator from Greenup County, wore sent after them, and. Metcalf’s men 


BATTLE OP IVY CREEK. 


bends around it in the form of an 
elbow. 

‘ ‘ Behind this ridge, and all along the 
mountain side, the enemy, 700 strong, 
lay in ambush, and did not fire until the 
head of Colonel Marshall’s battalion, 
liirnself leading, was up to the elbow. 
The skirmish was very sharp. The 
mountain side was blue with puffs of 
smoke, and not an enemy to be seen. 
The first discharge killed four and 
wounded thirteen of Marshall’s men. 
General JNTelson ordered the Eentueki- 
ans to charge. Colonel Harris, whose 
regiment was immediately behind the 
Concral, led liis men up the mountain 
sid.e most, ganantly, and de[!loyed them 
along the face of it. Colonel Xorton, 
wdiosc regiment .had just reached tiie 
delile, anticipating an order from the 
General, led his men up the noj-tliern 
ridge of the mountain, deployed tliem 
along the creek, and -went at the rebels. 
Two jficceS of artillery were got in 
position in the road and opened upon 
tlunn. Owing to the steepness of the 
mountain, all this required time. On 
the opposite side of the river, which at 
that point is iiai'row, deep, and s\Yift, 
tliore were also rebels wtjo annoyed our 
men. In an hour and twenty minutes 
the rebels were dispersed and lied, leav- 
ing a number of killed and wounded on 
the ground, and six prisoners unhurt. 
As General Kelson marched immediate- 

1 . • ...■ *J. ' il 1 1 ■.■'I ... ■ " 


Our loss in killed w^as six, and twenty- 
.four wounded. If General Kelson had 
had with him any cavalry, he feels con- 
fident he would have taken or slain the 
whole of them. As it was, the enemy 
retreated, cutting down trees across the 
narrow road and burning or cutting all 
the bridges, which are numerous. Gen- 
eral Kelson bivouacked four miles be- 
yond the Ivy Creek. It rained, and the 
men had to wade through mud and in a 
heavy rain all the day of the 9th, the 
march . being heavy and slow on account 
of the felled trees obstructing the road, 
and the necessary repairing of bridges. 
At night the arure again hiNa)uacked in 
the Kovember rain, and the next morn- 
ing they reaeluid .Pikeville, where Col- 
onel Sill had arrived the previous iiiglit. 
Captain, Berryhill, of the Second Ohio, 
was tvoimded sevorely at Ivy Creek, 
■while leading the column up the mount- 
aiu side. 

‘ODuring these operations, the com- 
mand of Colonel Sill executed General 
Kelson’s orders, and occupied Bikeville 
by a circuitous route on the Oth, at four 
r.M. Colonel .Metcalf's mounted men 
in advance cxcliangcd sliots with a ro- 
eonnoltring party wliieh liad just crossed 
the river, hut immediately retrejited. 
Metcalf and Hart’s forces were thou 
thrown out, deployed as skirmisliers on 
■the hill-side, flanking th.e road which 
debouches at the ford. They found the 




mnm- 


took. ol towii, .fonlmg tlie 

riviM’ oil, lior.sel)!ick. Tlio rest of (lie 
ibr<*e crossed on a rjift'diriilgo. The 
enemy were oecvijiied all the |)revioiis 
'day, ill e'vaetuiting ilre' place, Genera, 1 
Williaiiis was .tliero wlieii the skirniisliers 
o.pciKKi ■ ilro', but' he retreated, ai.id: (.''ol- 
oiieL 'Sill subsequently.' occupied liis 
headquarters.:': On the route, ■'Colonel 
Sill twice encountered a hod}:^ of moun- 
ted inen i the lirst lire killed a horse and 
wounded two of the reliels, On, the 
night of the 8tli, a pa:rty of ten. sentont 
by Colonel Metcalf en,cou!itere(:i Captain 
Sliawlian’s rebel ca;valry, ahoni Idtt 
sti’ong, ain:l it was reported that. Captain 
Shawl lan was ■W''Oi.ind,ed. ',.''■' ,His. .party ..fell 
back" :. ill ".grea't.'' haste,.'' , 'TIki troops :irv 
.Fikeville were not well olF' for provds- 
ions. Ail , :tl,iey"'Co:uhi. ''get ,'was , ]„:>ee'f,. l)t,i,t 
there is . a' mill, in the' vicinity, which 
they interided to set in motion and. sup- 
ply Iheniselves with exirn meal. It was 
irnpossilde to obtain any a<‘curato aecounl 
of the numliers of the disjiersed reliels, 
blit they were most efreetuall}' elcaix'd 
out.’"'' 

The enemy were thus temporarlly 
routed from that portion of Eashnai Ken- 
tucky, and General Nelson could grate- 
fully and proutlly proclaim to his troops : 

“ III a campaign of twenty days you 
have driven the rebels from Eawstorn 
Kentucky and given repose to that 
portion of the State. You have made 
continual forced marches over wretched 
roads, deep in mud. Badly clad, }'ou 
have bivouacked on the wet ground in 
the November rain, without a murmur. 

^ I.,«Htisvino Jourmi. 


\v].t.u scarceh* I'lail rations, }”oti nave 
pi'essed tbrward with, unliuling persi'‘ver> 
ant"‘e. Thi' only |iiaeeat wiiidi rim enemy 
inad,e a stand, t!i,ong,h a.ml'aislnal and, 
\'i‘ry sti‘ong,' you drove' liit'u Iroin in the 
'most brilliant style. '.:hor yo'ur constariey 
.and courage I tiiank you. and with tlie 
qualilh's 'wtiicliyou huvi' sliowi'i llurt.yeu 
|,:iOssess, f expect 'great, tilings 'IVoiu yi'm 
ill the future.” 

Such I'lad hc'en tlie various contiicts o'f 
'more o.r less iin'|','>oi’t'anc(‘ between, tda:* 
oj't'i'msing '|"iai'lh's in :!\e'ntneky wln.'it, 
Ceiie'ra.1 Bin'll ■assur.nerl tlie eo',irin,ia.'nd of 

ihc' I nii>n ai'inv. :im't tMau-i'ii! dtilni'inn 
shat tsf tlie tmeiny. I'ln' former hrnl hi'; 
head<{iuirt<n*s at Louii'^ville, and tin* !ati<a’ 
was coiniiia i,u iing ii greaily ini‘rea>'^i *'0 
h.’irce at .Bowling (.,l,.i'eeii', ndic‘',i‘e :i''li.n.‘,k,rt,i'"‘r 
laid -first 'h'i.k,i,''n his. pi'isilion, 

.Buell, after .assei,n,bli'no* 'and rirga i'"i,i/:i,'i'}g 
■a large ari'ny in :in,'>'uis"villt'', was t:‘'!ml.>h'a''i 
to reinforta* ilu' larious aih.auec;! |io>fs 
of the rnionists, and to paisli (urn ard 
some -idjino nu*n of his centre, unds'r 
General M{‘Co(ik, tmvard line enemy’s 
at I'HOcling Green. Ths* tVinfedi'rao*- 
wiilidrcw their advance gua.rd under 
the (tominand of Gem'ral ,11 hid man, as 
Me(k)ok approaelied, and after retrerUing 
to the soulln'rn liunk of the Green Biver, 
partisdly destroyed Hie stately Iron hridgi* 
of the Louisville and Nasliville Bailroad, 
which crosses that stream. When the. 
Unionists, however, reaehml Clrt'en Riv- 
er, they constructed a hmqiorarv liriilge. 
and began to throw a«‘ross eight <*onn 
paih.es of the Thirty-second indiana 
llogiment, mostly Germans, under Col- 
onel W illich, to act as an ailvance guard. 
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This little force proceeded to occupy 
for their encampment an area of cleared 


conflict, lasting fully an hour. The 
enemy strove in vain to draw the G-er- 


gToiind near Mmifordsville, of about a 
mile in breadth, surroiinded by woods. 
An attempt was now- made by a portion 
life, of the enemy’s advance guard, con- 
sisting of infantry, and the Texan 
Bangers under Colonel Terry, to take 
tliem by surprise. The camp, liowever, 
was on the alert. The enemy’s scouts 
had been observed in the woods, and two 
companies were ordered to dislodge them. 
The scouts retreated as the Unionists ad- 
vanced, who contimied to push on cau- 
tiously as skirmishers. Soon after a troop 
of cavalry came dashing over the hill to 


mans up the hill by feigned retreats, and 
a masked battery was so planted as to 
have swept our brave fellows fore and 
aft, had they for a moment permitted 
their valor to get the better of their dis- 
cretion ; but, knowing the fearful odds 
arrayed against them, they were con- 
tent to hold their ground. Finally, 
when the enemy despaired of getting 
them into the ambush, they iinmaskecl 
their hatter)/- and opened fire. The first 
ball passed between the adjutant and 
major of the regiment, who occupied 
positions not many feet apart. This 


meet oiir men still in, pursuit. Finding 
that, the enemy were tliixs in force on 
their front, the two companies, after firing 
a volley in response to the shots of their 
mounted antagonists, retired to a level 
field, in order to draw the enemy from 
the cover of the woods. Having thus 
chosen their ground, the Unionists | 
sounded their bugles to bring up the 
companies from the camp and those on 
the other side of the river, which had 
not yet crossed. The enemy, finding 
themselves gri.'.atly si.iperior in numbers, 
did not besita.tc to make an attack. But 
before tlioy wore aide to shake the steady 
little band of some 200 hundred Ger- 
mans, their comrades came to the rescue. 

“They came on right gallantly,” 
wrote one who was present, “ part of 
them having to cross Green Biver, and 
fell in upon the right and left flank with 
as mucli coolness as if this had been their 
hundredth battle instead of their first. 


was the signal for another onset by the 
Texas Cavalry, and right well did they 
perform the work. Captain Wellsch- 
bellich, Company G, formed his men in 
hollow square, and the cavalry boldly 
charged their ii'ont, their right, : and their 
left, hut they were as adamant; the 
square remained unbroken, while many 
of the Texans, equally brave, hut less 
successful because they were 'the attack- ■ ■ 
lug party,' bit the dust. The cavalry ■ ■ 
retired, discomfited, and then nn entire 
regiment of rebel infantry darkened the 
hill and came marching down toward 
the brave men composing Company G, 
but a galling fire from our front and 
right scattered their forces and gave 
them sometJiing else to think of. Col- 
onel Willieh had been ordered on duty 
at headcj[Liartcrs, and consequently did 
not get to bis regiment until the lieat of 
the battle was over. The regiment was 
forced to fall back a short distance, not 


Then followed an almost hand-to-hand j being able to make a stand against the 
85 






MS 


niToriilul^e’s (tlrKt Arkansas') but- 
t s)bS skirmishers on my left, en- 
., and drove them to tho river. I 
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ai'llllerj. The relieis did net pursne. 
^riiej eji,.rrie<i ofl’ their ' wt'Hinded, nu id 
then heat a liasty retrcafc.t .'Itds knewii 
tliaTihe rebel hii’ce ^eonsisted of Terry’s 
regiment of '.cavalry, -d' wo' regiiiicats of 
iidantry,. 'and; three, pieces o'f cannon. 
Tlie rebels lost'Si-vty-twG killed. 

‘ ‘ ."W'iilich’s' entire' forces ' only nuniher'' 
ed,.414j, 'including cO'Snmissioiied oflicers, 
non-commissioned officers, 'and priviites.'’' 


* TiiisOvaa the CTKany’s offidai afx'ouiit of the albur : 

, ‘‘dlKjvnQUAi'i't'KKS A'dvasc'e ti'PA'K'n, C. A., K'v., 

C.w'sdiTY. Iki'ei'iiier W , IStii.' ' 5' 
“Sill ; At I'iiiht o'doi'k a.m., on t!ie I7th hist., I iiioved 
toward W'oodsuiivilh* for ila- purpose of breakitis vi|> the 
raiU'tiiul I’roiu tiu; vidiiity of liiat place sovithward. kly 
j force coiisi.'.lcd of l-lCb iuraiili'y and four pieces of artil- 

i iery. Wlii'U within Iwoivtiil a liiilf miles of Wootlsoiiviihi, 

concealed from the I'nemy’.s view, 1 lull ted the coiiiinn tind 
order’d forward Otdouel Terry’s Rangers, to occupy the 
I lieiglits i>i‘ my rigid, left, and front; and Aljijor l*liift:;r’s 
j Oavairy to watch the crossing;' of tirticn Blver, still farther 
I to luy let’t.. Tliese orders luiving been executed, iind no 

I force of the enemy or piekets S'ceu. I inlvaneed the column 

till the right reached the railroad. This brought me 
■within thrce-i'uarters of a mile of the river and the eueniy. 
blit still concealed, o.^ccpt a small body :of. cavalry upon 
the extreme left. Here a eoinpany of rangers was detached 
to observe tlve euemy from H.uwlutt’s Knob, which was to 
my right, acro.ss the railroad. A strip of timber bordered 
the river panilh-l to the lino held by t lie cavalry. Fields 
were between a body of the oncnn’’s infantry, as .skinni-ii- 
ers moved through the timber, liy their right, on my h-ft. 
Tliey were tired upon by a small body of my eai’iUry, and 
Tctired. The tiring ceased fur alKmt half an hour, and 1 
went in person to seleot a saitable place for camp, leaving 
Colonel Terry in eoniinand, with iusfcruccions to decoy tiu* 
enemy up the hill, where 1 could iisn my infantry and ar- 
tillery with cirect, and bo out of the range i>f the. eneuiy’s 
batteries. 

*• licforc i*otnrning to t!m column, tbourc from the skir- 
mishers re-comnioneofl 'J’ho enemy appemed in force upon 
my right and centre. Colonel Tony, at the head cT To 
rangers, charged about tlOO, routed and drove them b.ick, 
but fell mortally wounded. A body of the enemy of about 
the same size attacked the rangers under Captain Ferrell, 
upon the right of the turnpike, and were repulsed with 
heavy loss. The enemy now began crossing by I’cghuents, 


After General Aekon liati coiigraliilc- 
l:ed ' liis' troops ii|.)oi! rc^storiitix .Eitsieni 
Kc'i.itiw’ky to tlie l:*’e<ler;,i,l tiutl,io,i*il'\', uri- 
otlier 'feeble at: invasit>:!'i was 

miiiie by tiie eiicviiiy. '. l:iiii,»j:i,lirey 3klar“ 
sbiili, IbiTnorly a' member of the Ibiiif.mi 
States ('.’oiigress tVoiri Keiiiiit'ky, now a 
general in tlie (.’’ou.let.ierate, se'rviee, had 
mustered tir'I'orce of 2,ft0() or ikOikl men 
among the moimtaiiis on the iHTdops of 
Virginia, and peuelratod the castm-u |Kirt 
of t'lie Stal'.eu.is far as Paintville, t,}i:i t.'lie 
•Big Sami}" Rive:r, Aviiid’e be Inul. ' i'll- 
trenebed hini.seif., b:V»lonel t,''bu'}leld ad- 
vanceil witii ilu' Fin*ty-setHmi:l I'lliio 
'Regi,nieni, lumrbHmtli 'Keuiiieky, Eegi-' 
n:ie:nt,, .and ffi)0 of the B.econti 'V'i'rg'iiiia 
Cavalry,.' ' 

,“0u beaTing of my approaeli/’ sa.ys 
.tl'ie Colonel in his report. ■“ fhe main 


now ordered Cfipti'i in .Swift’.s battery und, shi- Sn.'i}«l Ar- 
kansas ■flegimeut t<,> su{)j',iort it, .holding 'llie Sis.l:!i .A'rk;U'.'t- 
sas ',Iiegi.HK''.ut in reserve. ‘Ilu' u'rtillery opened, lire .upon 
the enemy in the 'field 'adji'icent 't'i.'.t'tlu! miiro;.u.!, niid *.irt':tvi;* 
'thefti ha'ckof Uti.* river. . .Firlt'ig now ceasci"! .on in.'»t!'i' s'ldes. 
Ti'ie cne.my' iruide uo' further utt'cmpt tu Htivnuee, ' but. 
kiiiiwin.: tied he had aln-ad) i r. s>ed th;- liver hi fuer 
moi’e iliitii double ni_\ i>vin,ii,>id irni the lueinso; * 
uddhioiiid fitrees, 1 w itlidr'",\ mj e,niunand by uai of iiie 
tunipiUe, two mihs and a half. tu-ik iioNiiiusi m itieci 
the (ineiny, if deposed to {idvaiice, 'i'here l>ci!ig no iiidi- 
c.itioiw of such an inteutiou, I retnrm‘d U> my c.unp beian 
nuu’iiing tins jdacc at eight n'eioek u.h 

“ My loss in this iifVair was as follmvia ; Kilhi! I'olonci 
I’erry and three men <!f his regiment. R 

'-■-Lieutenant AInvris and tiiiec men (To-xa;-. K mgei.si. 
Sh'iihtli/ Wiiiiuth'd- -Captain \Vaiker and Miree men iTe.sns 
Hangers), and 'two men of the First .-Irkansis R,uj i-ion, 

“ I estimated the onemy's loss at 7A killed and lefi mi the 
ground ; wounded, unknown. 1 luive eight prisouevs ; 
otliers taken were too badly wounded ti> he moved, Hfid 
were left at citizens’ houses. Tim troops under my c«uu- 
mand, who were eng.igetl, displayisl courage In esce-«. 
d'he others were o-s steady as vetemus. 

“ Ri'Spcctfully, T. C. Ht,sn.M.\N, Brigadier-tteneral, 

“ To Liouteuant D. U, WutTB, Acting Assistant Adjutant' 
Cmnoral, First Division Contrai Army of Kentucky.'’ 



liilii 


rebel force left tlieir strongly iiitrenclied 


Paintville, and drove tlie enemy from all 
Ms positions. He carried off the major- 
ity of his dead and all his wounded. 
This morning we found twenty- seven of 
his dead on the field. His killed can- 
not be less than sixty. We have taken 


army is now 


stores. VV e have taiven litteeii prisoners. 
Our loss was two killed and one wound- 
ed.'^ ' " 

He.xt day Colonel G-arfield set out in 
pursuit of the retreating enemy with 
1,100 men. Having come up with their 
advance guard two miles below Preston- 


river, and am now occupying Preston- 
burg. Our loss is two killed and twen- 
ty-five wounded.” 

The enemy confessed to a retreatj 
bnt notwithstanding claimed a success. 


« BichmoEd Dispatch. 
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When General Biiell succeeded to the 
command in Kentucky, he found 

M2, 

there a Tery large numher of 
troops, which had been hastily muster- 
ed and thrown into the State ; but these 
were merely fresh recruits — a “respect- 
able mob,” as the General himself 
termed them — a mass of ra'^T material, 
wdiich it was necessary to mould into the 
form and order of an army. The time 
required to effect this caused a great de- 
lay in active operations, which sorely 
vexed the patience of those who, in the 
eagerness of their patriotic desires, had 
fixed an early day for the restoration of 
the Union. At the opening of the new 
ear, however, General Buell had so far 
succeeded in his work of organization 
and discipline, that — possessing a force 
if not up to the military ideal 
a perfect army, was sufficiently effect- 
ive for all practicable purposes — ^lie ven- 
tured upon the hazards of an active 

composed of 
gathered 


from the States of Oliio, Indiann. Illi- 
nois, Wisconsin, Michigan, and tlie 
districts of Kentucivy and Tenmessee. 
Weil armed, thoroiiglily ■equii'ipih'l, and 
devoted to tlie cause' of tlie Ui'iion, tlmy 
were prepared and eager for jic'tive ser- 
vice. 

General "Buell .had divided his large 
force,'., computed .at'. from, a .hundred,' to 
a hundred .and fi.ft.y thousand.' men, into 
five, grand divisions ' or 'corps drmmie. 
His own staff ;was thus composed : 

.COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF. 

. Brigadier-General Don Carlos Bucdl, 

' acting . Majo.r-General. to , , ,: 

' ' STAFF. ' 

Captain James B. Dry,, Assistant Ad- 
jutant-General, chieC of staff 

Captain K. H. McLean, AssisLanl; .Ad- 
jutant-General. 

Captain Oliver D. Greene,' Assisi ant 
Adj utant- General . 

Captain James M. Wright, Assist a, nt 
Adjutant-General and Aide-de-Camp. 

Lieutenant Frank G. Smitli, Assistant 
Adjutant-General and Aidc-de-Camp. 



3W, to IN asilviile, in orctei 
with the first division, 


eneiiiv s 


Fifth Division — Brigadier- G-eneral T . 
L. Crittenden, of Kentucky, headquar- 
ters at Calhoun, Ky. 

Four of these divisions had been ad- 
Jaii, vaneed to a line across, the State, 
paraliel to that occupied by the 
enein}^ The first division, forming the 
advance of the centre, under General 
McCook, whose march to Munfordsville 
has already been related, remained 


popular astronomer. General Mitchell, 
being composed generally of fresh re- 
cruits, was held as a reserve, to be 
moved forward to Mmifm-dsville when- 
ever McCook should advance against 
the enemy. ■ ■ 

The main body of the fourth division, 
under G-eiieral Thomas, forming the left 
wing of General Buell's army, wms posted 
at Oolumhia, midway between Bowling 
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Green on the west and Somerset on the 
east. The enemy, under Zollicoffer, 
however, having moved from Cumber- 
land Gap to the neighborhood of Somer- 
set, General Thomas had divided his 
force with the view of thwarting their 
designs. General Schoepf, with a por- 
tion of the division, had been left ten 
miles west of Somerset, in order to 
watch the enemy in front, wdiile Thomas 
himself, with the larger portion of his 
troops, prepared to make a flank move- 
ment from Columbia. 

The fifth division, under General Crit- 
tenden, forming the right wing of Bueirs 
ariny, was far to the east, toward the 
Cumberland Gap, prepared to eo-oper- 
ate with the contemplated movements 
against the enemy's fortifications on that 
river, and to interrupt tlie communica- 
tion between the left of the Confeder- 
ates at Columbus and their centre at 
Bowling Green. 

The campaign in Kentucky was open- 
ed on the extreme left of BnelTs army, 
by the movement of General Thomas, 
which resulted in a brilliant success near 
Somerset. 

A plan had been formed to attack the 
enemy’s encampment on the Cumber- 
land River, by a combined movement of 
General Thomas with the main body of 
his division—thc fourth—and General 
Schoepf with the rest of the forces. 
General Thomas was to move on the 
enemy’s flank, from Jamestown, whither 
he had advanced from Columbia, and 
General Schoepf to the front, from hi.s 
position at Somerset, with the view of 
making the assaults simultaneously from 


the west and nortli. Before, iiowever, 
this design could be acc(>iiipiisli(3(i ilio 
enemy became aware of it, ami, hnivlng 
their intrenchmeiits, adviincml to meet 
General Thomas. The inotiv'cs for this 
movenieut of the enemy are tlius sta.ted 
by one of their own writers 

“ Our position at Beech Grove, on 
the north side of tlie Cumberland River, 
is said to have been, in a mil,itai‘y point 
of view, untenable. We hiid iiitrcneli- 
ments, it is time ; but they arc said to 
have been utterly iiidelbnsible against 
an atta-clv by a superior force. We liad 
twelve ])ic‘(“fm of ai’iiUerv, init agaiusi 
l!io long-range guns of ilu' mumiy they 
were usiiess. A deep and i*a[dd livt'r 
was behind our arnn-, am.l the means oi 
crossing it wore a sinali slosimer and 
three ferry flats, only sunicieut in aii in 
transport at one carrying thime hundred 
men. The country riround was niter!}' 
devoid of provisions. Tlu' most' untir- 
ing efforts of commissaries had Irani 
only availing to drain the eomitrv for 
twenty miles southward of every arti<*je 
for purchase ; while ou the imuH-diate 
road to Knoxville, cnougli provisions 
could not ho bought, from day to dav, 
to subsist a single team. A more inde- 
fensible position than Beecii Gi-ove, it is 
said, could hardly he imagined as long 
as an enemy was in front. Mill Hpring 
could have been better defended ; but 
even there, the entire absence of facili- 
ties for supplies from the rear, and the 
stoppage of communication with Nash- 
ville by the river, would have compene<I 
an advance at a very early date, or a 

** Riclimond Examiner. 
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clier-geiierals, all the colonels, and the 
captains of artiileiy and independent 
companies viewed the matter in the 
same light. The alternatives presented 
were an ingdorioiis retreat ■without a 
bloAV ; an impracticable defence of iii- 
treiichments, ending in a surrender or 
an eventual starving out, with a similar 
result."' 


retrograde movement, even had no 
eueiii}^ been threatening. A movement 
of one kind or the other was a militarj 
necessity. 

‘AAinicl these unpleasant facts, word 
was brought to General Crittenden of 
an advance by the enemy — say of eight 
to ten thousand men — from Cohimhia, 
and of a large force from Somerset, 
evidently with a view to storm our in- 
treiichments. The result may be im- 
agined had this been attempted j for we 
were without suitable means of trans- 
portation across the river, and all av- 
enues of retreat could have been effectu- 
ally cut off by the enemy crossing above 
and below Mill Spring. General Crit- 
tenden is stated to have had but three 
courses to pursue : to at once fall back 
ingloriously and retreat without a blow ; 
to stay still and be stormed out, and sur- 
render whenever an enemy approached 
— or be starved out, and surrender with- 
in a week ; or else to make an advanced 
movement into Kentucky. The entire 
army at Mill Spring had been reduced 
to a siniihe ration of beef and a half 
ration of corn, the latter eaten as parch- 
ed corn, and not issued as meal. | 

“ Under these circumstanc(is, and witli i 
the report of the advance movemeut of 
the enemy, hotli from Columbia and 
from iSoraej'set, a council of wnir was 
held on Saturday evening, January 18. 
With five thousand brave men behind 
them, the council of w-ar thought that 
they could drive before them twice that 
number of Northern hirelings. The 
council is positively said to have been 
unanimous in its decision. Both briga- 


If their intrenched camp was thus 
untenable, it was doubtless expedient 
either to attack or retreat. The enemy 
chose the bolder alternative, and hoped 
by fighting the separate forces oU their 
antagonists in detail, first to beat Gen- 
eral Thomas and then General Schoepf, 

The enemy, variously estimated at 
from six to eight thousand men, under 
the command of Generals Gritteuclen 
and Zollicoffer, accordingly- inarched out 
at inidnigiit on Saturday, January 18th, 
and had proceeded ten miles before the 
break of day. 

General Thomas wms ■ in the iiieaii- 
time halting in his conteiiipiated ad- 
vance against the enemy's intrench-' 
ments. With him was a 'force ■ com- 
posed of the Ninth Ohio Regiment Vol- 
unteers, Teiitli Indiana Regiment Yol- 
unleers, Second Miniicsota Regiment 
Yoluiiteers, Fourth Keutiickj’' Regiment 
, Yoiiinteei's, Tenth Kentucky Regiment 
i Yoluiiteers, Eighteenth .Regiment Unit- 
I ed States regular, s, and two full bat- 
teries of artillery. 

The place known as Webb’s Cross 
Roads, Thomas’ eiicampnient on Satur- 
day night (January 18), which became 
the field of liattle of the next da_y, Stm- 
clay (January 19), was about six miles 
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east of Jamestown and ten miles west 
of the enemy's fortiticd camp of Beech 
Grove, situated hetw'eon White Oak 
Creek and the Cumberland River, 

The enemy having reached within 
striking distance of General Thomas’ 
jais, camp at four o'clock in the morii- 
ing, began the attack at once with 
great spirit. They had hoped to have 
taken their antagonists by surprise, but 
the Union troops, though not expecting 
the assault, tvere watcliful, and prepared 
to defend themselves. 

After a severe skii'mishiiig between 
the pickets, the main bodies advanced to 
meet each other, and the conflict be- 
came general, with afire of cannon and 
muskets. The troops fought well on 
])oth sides, but at last, after an irregular 
Btruggie, or bush ligtit, of nearly three 
hours, the enemy wore driven back, and 
by a spirited charge of bayonets forced 
to a total rout. The brunt of tbe bat- 
tle was borne by the Fourth Kentucky, 
Second Minnesota, Ninth Ohio, and 
Tenth Indiana. Shortly after eleven 
o'clock Colonel Haskin siicceedecT in 
flanking the enemy on the extreme 
right, when the Kinth Ohio and Second 
Minnesota charged with the bayonet, 
with loud cries, which broke the rebel 
ranks, and the rout began. They fled 
pell-mell to their camp, strewing the 
road with muskets, blankets, overcoats, 
and knapsacks, and abandoning two guns 
and caissons. 

The panic of the enemy was in- 
creased by the arrival of Federal re- 
inforcements, consisting of a Tennessee 
brigade and the Tenth Kentucky Reg- 


iment, and tlie dea.th of their ftiA'orifo 
commander, Geiiera.l Zollic.otfer, wlio was 
shot througli tlie heart at tlie Inmd of 
his stafl’ by Colonel Fry, of the ]'h)ur!]i 
Kentucky Regiment. General Zo'lljcof- 
fer having lost his way in tlie buslie-s, 
came out suddenly in flice of Colomd 
Pry, who was accompanied by some 
staff officers. The two parties mistook 
each other for friends, and a.ppi'oaffii- 
ed within a few' yards, when, fimliug 
their mutual mistake, both haltcMl and 
prepared for a hniid-tiwliaud 1*011 diet. 
One of General Zollicotfer’s aids sliot at 
Colonel hry, but only l.srouglit his horse 
down. 'The' Union Colonel immedial'ely 
drew 'his revolver, -and brought' G-en- 
eral Zolli.cofi'er from his saddle' at tlie 
first fire. . • 

The loss on the part of the enemy 
'was reported to 'be twm ''hundred and' 
seventy-five,.. while 'that of the. Unionists 
was. fiardly 'less.. ^ 'The soldiers of tlie 
"Tenth Indiana,. ''Regiment .being", iir, ad- 
vance, 'were' the ' grea'test' 's,iitterers, ^ los-' 
ing seventy-five killed and wounded. 
When 'they charged 'With - their, bayo- 
' 'nets, they '.were "'bro'ugl'it so' ("dose- 'to "the 
ciieiny, that a Mississippi ri‘giim*nt 
turned upon them with tlu'ir hmg 
bowio-krnvos, whiifli tluw tiiriist thrmjgh 
a fence that sc[>arated them fi'om (ludr 
assailants. The bayonets, Imwt'ViM', hv 
their greater length, gave the mhain- 
tage to the Indiana men, and their op- 
ponents, unable to use their knives witli 
efiect, were forced to fly. 

The enemy were pursued to their in- 
ti enched camp, when night falling, the 
Unionists ceased the p>ursuit, although 
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they coDtiiiiied to throw a few shells at 
the camp of the fugitives, where they 
had sought refiig’e. The pursuers now 
resting on their arms, bivouacked on 
the ground for the night. Early next 
rriorniiig the Tenth Indiana, Tenth Ken- 
tucky, Fourteenth Ohio, and Fourth 
Keiitucky regiments were ordered to 
take posse>ssiou of the enemy’s intrench- 
ed camp, which was found entirely ahan- 
cloned. The Tenth Kentucky was the 
first to enter, followed by the other regi- 
ments. “We found everytliiog left,” 
says one of the Indiana men.'-’ “Horses 
stood saddled and bridled ; teams were 
hitclied up ; the horses were standing 
attaclied to the cannon ; officers’ trunks 
were found strewn on the bank of the 
river, We took about 2,000 head of 
liorses and mules, »250 wagons, 14 can- 
nons — two of wdiich were captured by 
them at Bull Kun — some 4,000 or 5,000 
stand of arms, and any iiimiber of 

General Schoepfs force had in the 
mean time arrived, and joining General 
Thomas’ troops, pursued, in coinpari}^ 
wdth the victors, the flying enemy. A 
steamboat wars seen moving on the river, 
and ]>eing fired at with sliolls was soon 
in l)laze. The coinhiued force, having 
seiz(‘d several boats whieli the fugitives 
had used, ])ut in their luistc failed to de- 
siroy, crossed the Cumberland at infill 

riiti same writer girra tlio aecomit of tlie death of 
ZiillieoL'Iei' : ‘‘ Voa liuvo seen it reported in tin; papers 
that Colonel Fly and Zollicotfer had sonio eoiiversatiou, 
and that Fry shot ZollicoiVer. 'J’his is a great hoax. Zol- 
liroHer was shot three times ; the hall that killed him 
was from an F.nReld rifle, and entered his heart. The shot 
was tired hy Corporal Junies Swan, of Company IT, who is 
a dead shot." 

S6 


Spring, but the enemy scattering in 
every direction, made no attempt at re- 
sistance. From the condition of the 
roads, however, and for fear of being at 
too great a distance in a hostile and poor 
country from the basis of operations, 
General Thomas was compelled to check 
the rapidity of his advance and wait for 
his train of supply-wagons. He subse- 
Cjiiently withdrew his main force and 
posted it wdtliin the intrenchments on 
the north side of the Cumberland, aban- 
doned by the enemy, while Geiieral 
Schoepf eontinued to advance on the 
south iiiitir he reached Monticello, near 
the borders of Tennessee, wdiere a great 
number of the enemy’s wounded were 
found abandoned by their comrades, 
wffio continued to scatter in flight over 
the country. 

General Crittenden, with the small 
force ho wnis able to keep togetlier, re- 
treated until he reached Gaineshorougli, 
where he arrived on Sunday, January 
28th, one week after the battle. 

“ The retreat,” reports one of the 
enemy, “ was made in good order, and 
b}' three o’clock in the afternoon our 
army wuts inside its intrenchments. Im- 
mediately a severe cannoiiadiug w*as 
commenced by the enemy, making it 
evident that their superiority in guns 
could eveiitiially drive our forces from 
their camp. 

“Between dusk and dawn our entire 
army was taken across the river, wiili 
the loss merety of the artillery and 
worn-out tents and camp equipage. 
Long before the enemy dreamed of the 
evacuation, our forces had gained an 
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available point to resist any onvai’d 
movement of theirs. The abandonment 
of the artillery was a necessity. The 
approaches to the river on both sides 
were very high, and precipitous ; the 
]’oads almost belly deep in mud to a 
horse, and the conveyance of the guns 
across would have exhausted hours a.iid 
means imperatively demanded for the 
men. i 

“ Tlie army camped on Monday night 
two miles beyond Monticello, the sick 
and wounded having ].)con sent on be- 
fore. -Fj’oni Monticello it marched 
easy stages to Livingston, where it 
spent Saturday, the 25th [January], 
and reached (jrainesborough on Sunday 
evening.” 

The victory of the Unionists at Mill 
Spring'^' was a heavy blow to the enemy, 
and caused them great discouragement. 
They had been not only driven from tlie 
disputed gi-ound of Kentucky, but so 
broken and scattered as to be hardly 
capable of making a stand on the ].)or- 
ders of Tennessee, a State they especially 
claimed as their own. Great hupiietude 
was now felt for the safety of their other 
positions in Kentucky, of which inquie- 
tude the government of Jefferson l)av.is 
at Kichmond gave proof by transferring 
Jan, General Beauregard to Kentucky 
21, from his important position at Ma- 
nassas, where he was succeeded by Gen- 
eral Gustavus W. Smith. 

The death of General Zollicolfer was 


- The battle has been variously called the battle of 
Somerset and the battle of Mill Spring, but it occurred at 
neither place ; both being several miles distant from the 
field of battle, which was on the road to Mill Spring. 


felt to 


lu; 


'■reat loss to llie, cause of the 


secessionists. Not educated as a soldier, 
he had (cxhibihul perhaps litth' military 
skill, but daring and uusi*ru[)ulous, lie 
had sliowu great enterprisi' in the kind 
of irregular warfare he iiad adopted. 


Felix K. Zollicoller, as his mime— that 


of a distinguished family in KSwitzerland 
— indicates, wa,s of Swiss origin. He 
was born in Kortli Carolina in 1812, and 
at an early age emigi-ated to Tennessee, 
Avliere he for a, time ivorked as a print- 
er, and subsequeutly liccauu' the editor 
of a, uews[)a])er. In 1 8.‘M- li(‘ (aiited and 
published tlie (hi/i.inhimi Ohsirmr, and 
from 18J5 to 1887 held the prohtablo 
place of State printer of T''emiessee. In 
1842 be became the ediloi' of the Nash- 


ville Banner, and through the partisan 
iiifluoiiee of this "Whig jouruai obtained 
various political olIii*.es. 

He was Ihricc elected controller of 


the State from 1848 to 1847, and in lcS49 
was chosen a State senator. In 1860 he 
received the contract for building tlie 
.imposing suspension hri<lge across the 
Ciimherland at .Nashville, in the inean- 
tiine he had given up tlie editorshi[) of 
ilia Banner , \yhidi, liowever, he resiinu'.d 
as a means of aiding him in aitaiidng 
the position of member of Congress. In 
this he succeeded, and ac<p.iired a {d,ir 
position as a debater. The Democi-atic. 
party having the political control of 
Tennessee, Zoliicoffer was thwarted in, 
his aspirations to the governorship. Ho 
now abandoned the Whig party, and be- 
came a conspicuous leader of the “ Know 
Notliiiigs,” or Native Americans. 

At the beginning of the secession 
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inovement in Tennessee, Zollicoffer op- 
posed it, but was finally induced to risk 
his fortunes upon the cause of the South- 
ern confederacy, by which he was ap- 
pointed brigadier-general. He was a 
man of great energy and courage, but 
without military knowledge or experi- 
ence, and devoid of prudence. The at- 
tack at Mill Spring — supposed to have 
been suggested by Zollicoffer — which 
resulted so disastrously to him, was a 
movement alike characteristic of the en- 
terprise and audacity of the man. 

Zollicoffer had only joined the seces- 
sion force at Mill Spring a few hours 
before the movement, and served in 
the battle under General Crittenden, 
to whom belonged the chief command. 
Crittenden, formerly an officer in the 
United States army, is the son of Sena- 
tor Crittenden, of Kentucky, and the 
brother of General Crittenden, in com- 
mand of a division of General BuelTs 
army, both devoted to the Union. 

General George H. Thomas, the chief 
in command of the tenth division of the 
Federal army in Kentucky, and who led 
in the battle of klill Spring, was born in 
Virginia. He entered West Point in 
183G, and in 1840 was appointed a sec- 
ond lieutenant of artillery. In the 
campaign a.gainst the Indians in Florida 
he earned the brevet of first lieuten- 
ant, and during the wuir with Mexico 
so distinguished himself that he rvas 
successively reavarded with various bre- 
vet ranks to that of major. In 1850 ho 
was appointed a teacher of artillery and 
cavalry at the West Point Academy. 


In December, 1853, he was made a full 
captain of artillery ; and on the 12th of 
May, 1855, was appointed major of the 
Second Cavalrju At the beginning of 
the civil war, General Thomas was pro- 
moted to the lieutenant-colonelcy of his 
regiment, and on the 3d of May, 1861, 
was made colonel of the Second Cav- 
alry. As colonel he had charge of the 
United States regular forces under Gen- 
eral Patterson, in the Department of the 
Shenandoah, and led the troops across 
the Potomac. He was next appointed 
an acting brigadier-general in the same 
department, in which capacity he served 
under General Banks. On the 17th of 
August, 1861, he was promoted to the 
rank of brigadier- general of volunteers, 
and was ordered to Kentucky, Avhere, 
after serving under Generals Anderson 
and Sherman, he was appointed by 
their successor. General Buell, to the 
command of the tenth division, designed 
to operate in the south-eastern part of 
Kentucky. ' ■ 

General Alvin Schoepf is a Hunga- 
rian, who came to this country as a 
political refugee, and was employed for 
some time as a draughtsman and clerk 
in the Patent Office at Washington. He 
subsequently was transferred to the War 
Department ; here, giving proof of his 
capacity as an engineer, he was sent 
into Virginia to conduct a militai\y sur- 
vey. He was soon after appointed biig- 
adier-general of volunteers and ordered 
to Kentucky, where ho gave, by his spir- 
ited defence at Wild Cat, a signal proof 
of his spirit and skill. 
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CHAPTER HI. 

The breaking of the Enemy’s Line in Kentucky.— The. couibinefi 'Ex|Hiditiuns in Kcntncky sirul ’Ccusichscc.- 'rtie F<vfi:i- 
lications of the Enemy on the Mississippi, Cumberland, and Tennessee. -.Fort Itoniy described. - ils ( \in!!)iander. 
—Sketch of Tilghman.— Groat Preparations at . Cairo and Padiicaii.-- Geiujrjil Grant — His life a,nd iiiarael'er. -I/rfe 
of Conunodore Foote. — A combined Naval and lililitary EspedUion against Fort Henry deigned. — Delay of Dm 
land force.— Plan of co-operation. — The Naval Exj)edltioii. — Its compositioiu — Sailing of tiu' Fb el. —'Tiie at tack: on 
Fort Henry. — The Essex disabled.— Capitulation of tiie Fort. — Ariival of General Grant. - Geeiipatiuu of Fort 
Henry. — Vigorous defence of tlio Enemy.— Tlieir losses.— .Lo.ssos of the ITidonists. — 'J’lie Tennessee i!i\a;r opened.--- 
Expedition up the Tennessee.— The result. — Welcome from the Enemy. 


The breaking of the eTieni3’'s line in 
Kentucky by their rout, at Mill 
Spring was the signal for the eoiii- 
menceinent of those combined expedi- 
tions by land and water vvhicli had been 
so long inatiiring at, St. Louis, Cairo, 
and Paducah. These posts were within 
the department of General Halieck, and 
upon liiiii devolved the preparation for 
find the direction of the important move- 
ments contemplated in Kentucky and 
Tennessee. 

The enemy had striven to secure the 
command of the .Mississippi, Teimessee, 
and the Cumlierland, by the construc.- 
tion of fortifications on these rivers. At 
Columbus, in Kentucky, on the left liank 
of the Mississippi, were the most formi- 
dable of these works ; at Dover, on the 
left of tile (himberland, in a southeasterly 
direction from' Columbus, was Port Don- 
clson with its extensive iiitrenchments ; 
the next in importance, and on the right 
of the Teimessee, which Hows in a paral- 
lel line with the latter river, and be- 
tween it and the former, Avas Port Henry, 
the least considerable of the three "works. 


Forts Donelson and Henry were just 
within, the boundary line of 'Tennessee*, 
the tbrmer being somewhat moi’o to the 
south, and consequently liirlher rcmovoil 
from the border of Kentucky tiian tlie 
latter, wliicli almost touched it. 

After repeated reconnoissanccs in force 
from Cairo doAvn the Mississippi and 
ft'oiD Paducah and SniithhunT'’--- wliich 
had been lately occupied by the IJriioiir: 
ists — up the Tennessee arid Cumberland, 
and a vigilant recoimoitring by land of 
the enemy’s strength and position, it was 
determined to begin operations by a,n at- 
iiH*k iip'oii Fort IL'.nry. 

This work stninls on ilio (*tbsl, hunk of 
the I\‘nn('ss!'e Iliver, n[)on low gi’ound, 
u])out tlie heiglii. of the hig]i-wab*i' tnui In 
A bend just above prevents a.n_v eouunaiid 
up tlie stream ; Inti the Tt'itnessee l>elow. 
lieiiig straiglil for t.wo miles, the gnus 
of the fort liave an eilecUvi* range foi* 
that distance in tlie direction of tlie fituv 
of the I'iver. On the op[)()sit(,3 side of 
the Tennessee are three hills which coin- 

® Smitblaud in situated tn tlio uist of I’aducali, on Uie 
Ohio, near thu mouth of tlw Cumborkuid. 
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iiiaiid the fort ; but although the enemy 
had comrneiiced raising fortifications up- 
on them, they had never been completed. 
Fort Henry was an earth-work scien- 
tifically constructed, and mounted with 
seventeen cannon, most of which were 
of heavy calibre, there being one one hun- 
dred and twenty-eight pounder, eight 
or ten thirty-two pounders, four twelve 
pounders, and other powerful guns. To 
the fort were attached barraclvs and an 
encampment capa]:)le of accommodating 
fifteen thousand men. Brigadier-Cten- 
eral Tilghmaii was the Confederate chief 
in command. 

Lloyd Tilghman was born in Mary- 
land, and was educated at the Military 
jicadeiny of \Fest Point, where he com- 
pleted his studies in 1836. After re- 
ceiving the commission of second lieu- 
tenant of dragoons in July of the same 
^nnr, he resigned in the following Sep- 
tember, and adopted the profession of 
a civil engineer. He was employed in 
this capacity on various railroads until 
the war with Mexico, when he pro- 
ceeded to the Rio Grande and served 
as a volunteer aide-de-camp to General 
Twiggs ill the battles of Palo Alto and 
Ilesaca de la Palma. He subsequently 
liecame ihe chief of a small partisan 
hand, superintended the erection of 
the defensive works at Matamoras, and 
linally closed his career in Mexico as 
the captain of a company of light ar- 
lillery in a regiment ol‘ volunteers from 
Maryland and the District of Coluni- 
hia. Alter the war Tilgliman resumed 
his profession as a civil engineer and he- 
caiiie one of the assistants of the engi- 


neer corps employed by the Panama 
Railroad Company. At the beginning 
of the civil troubles lie was residing at 
Paducah, in Kentucky , and being an ar- 
dent advocate for secession, was one of 
the first to take up arms in behalf of 
that cause. Obtaining the command of 
a regiment of the first Iveiituck}' brig- 
ade, lie remained for awhile at Clarks- 
ville, in Tennessee, engaged in drilling 
his men, TYhen the Confederate troops 
invaded Kentucky, he accompanied them 
to Bowling Green. Soon after he was 
promoted Itoiii a colonelcy to a briga- 
dier-generalsliip, and having been placed 
ill command of the works on tlie Cum- 
berland and Tennessee rivers, establish- 
ed his headquarters at Port Doiielson, 
but was in Port Henry conducting its 
defence at the moment of its attack by 
the Federal forces. 

The preparations had been very ex- 
tensive and elaborate at Cairo and Pa- 
ducah as well as at St, Louis, for the 
combined naval and military expedi- 
tions, from which so much was expected 
in carrying out the plans of campaign in 
the JPest. Cairo, in Illinois, situated at 
tlie confluence of the Mississippi and 
Ohio, and Paducah, in Kentncky, on the 
latter, just at tlie moutli of the I'Cimes- 
see, and commanding that of tlie Ciim- 
berland, served admirably as bases of 
operations upon these rivei’s, which pen- 
etrated the interior of the vast territory 
held by the enemy. It was ai'cordingly 
at these }>laces that large land forces had 
been concentrated, and an immense .fleet 
of gun-hoats built. 

General Grant was in immediate com- 





WITH THE SOITTH, 


. Padii- Tennessee, soon to be related. Andrew 
hief of H. Foote was born in Connecticut. His 
Qlysses father was the Senator Foote li’oni tliat 
easant, State, in aiuswer to wliom Daniel Web- 
April, ster made one of his most memorable 
it Mill- speeches. Young Foote entered the 
)39, he navy as a inidshipinan on the 4tli of 
nd was December, 1822. On the 19th of the 
.itenant same month, of the year 1852, after a 
ember, long period of active service, he was 
le full appointed a commander. In the attack 
ir with made by the Americans, in the year 
Taylor 1856, upon the Chinese forts, he was in 
od ser- command, and showed his spirit and em 
April, tcrprise by laying his vessel, bow fore- 
mental most, immediately under the guns of 
f July, the enemy, and by the success of the 
itain of manoeuvre proved its advantage over 
ng the the system of his British allies, who 
issouri, fought at long range. 

Lena, in After a service of more than a score 
le com- of years on sea, and some ten on land, 
He im- in various employments connected witli 
to the the naval department, Gommander 
ppoint- Foote was placed in coinmand of the 
igiment Yavy Yard at Brooklyn, New York, 
ungfor At the beginning of the present war 
>k part he was promoted to a captaim^.y, and 
.s pro- charged with organizing the flotilla, of 
p, and gun-boats at St. Louis and Cairo, to 
j enter- operate on the Western rivers. In the 
lownin performance of this duty, whicJi was 
There beset with great difficulties, ho showed 
him to an unconquerable energy, and the siic- 
t fields cessful result is a triumph, the honor of 
^ which is conceded chiefiy to him, Cap- 

e naval tain Foote is now nearly sixty ycai's of 
a name age, but though he lias grown grey in 
lociated the tranquil service of his country dur- 
iky $,nd ing peace, still shows a vigor and cour- 
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ATTACK ON FORT HENRY. 2^ 

The flotilla sailed from Cairo on the 


age equal to the trying duties of a leader 
in war. 

It was the design to make a comhined 
naval and military attack upon Fort 
Henry, but in consequence of the state 
of the roads, the land force was delayed 
in its march, and the work devolved 
entirely upon Captain Foote with his 
flotilla of gun-boats. 

Greneral Grant, however, had march- 
ed out a considerable body of troops, 
consisting of the first division under 
General McOlernand, and three brig- 
ades of the second division under Gen- 
eral C. F. Smith, with the view of their 
co-operating in the attack. This force 
was so disposed'*' as to act simultaneous- 
ly with the fleet, but before the troops 
were able to reach their respective posi- 
tions, Captain Foote had completed the 
work. 

Tliu following- onlci- gives the proposed plan of co- 
operation : 

“HEABQIJARTEIiS DrSTRICT OF CAIirO, | 

Cami* jx Fxeu>, xsAii Fort Henry, FHa 5, 1862. j 

" irhe first division, tTcneral MeCiernand commanding, 
will move at eleven o’clock a.m. to-morrow, under tlie 
guidance of Lieutenant-Colonel McPherson, and take a 
position on the roads from Fort Henry to Donelson and 
Dover. 

“ It will bo the special duty of this command to pre- 
vent all reinforcement to Fort Henry, or escape from it. 
Also to he held in readiness to charge and take Fort 
Henry by storm, promptly on the receipt of orders. 

“Two brigades of the second division, Ceneral C. F. 
Smith commanding, will start at the same hmir from the 
west hank of the river, and take and occupy the heights 
commanding Fort Henry. This point will he held by so 
much artillery as can he made available, and such other 
troops as, in the opinion of the general commanding the 
second division, may he necessary for its ijroteetion. 

“The third brigade, second division, will advance up 
the oast hank of the Tennessee River, as fast a.s it can he 
securely done, and he in readiness to charge upon the fort 
or move to the support of the first division, as may be 
necessary. 

“ All the forces on the west banlc of the river, not re- 


niorning of the 6tli of February. It 
consisted of seven gun-boats, of which 
four were new and iron-clad, and tht'ee 
old. The former, the Gmcinnati, Com- 
mander Stembel, upon which was Cap- 
tain Foote as flag-officer ; the Essex, 
Commander Porter ; the Carondelet, 
Commander W alker ; and the St. Louis, 
Lieutenant-Commanding Paulding, con- 
stituted the first division : the latter, 
the Conestoga, Lieutenant-Commanding 
Phelps; the Tyler, Lieutenant- Com- 
manding Gavin, and the Lexington, 
Lieutenant-Commanding Shirk, formed 
the second division, under the general 
command of Lieutenant Phelps. 

The first division, commanded by 
Captain Foote in person, moved up the 
Tennessee River in advance, witli the 
view of making a direct atback upon 
Fort Henry,, while the second division 
was kept astern and nearer sliorc, to bo 
ready to co-operate. Captain Foote 
having formed: his division in a ])aral]el 
linej moved his vessels with tlieir bows 
pointed directly at the fort, and on reach- 
ing within 1,700 yards, of the enemy's 
works; , opened from his flag-ship a fire 

quireil to hold the heightH cuiunianiliug Fort Henry, will 
return to their transj/orts, fr(JKS to the east hank, and 
follow the first brigade as fast as possilile. 

“The west bank of the Tennessee lliver not liuving hoen 
reconnoitred, the connuanding officer intrusted with tak- 
ing posse&sion of the einany’s works there, will proceed 
with great caution, and such information as can he gather- 
ed, and such guides as can be found in the lime intc.rvai- 
ing, before eleven o’clock to-morrow. 

“ The troops will receive two days’ rations of broad and 
meat in their haversacks. 

“One company of the second division, armed with ritles, 
will he ordered to report to Flag-Oilict-r Foute, as sharp- 
shooters on hoard the gun-boats. Ry order, 

“IJ. S. Gi'SJi.m, Brigadicr-Goneral Commanding.’’ 
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wliicli was immediately Ibllowmd by that 
ol' the other gun-boats. The enemy a,t 
the same time responded, and thus 
began at half-past t welye o’clock thc 
<!onflict at Fort Heiir}^ wliicIi resulted 
so triiimphantly to tlie Unionists. 

Foote continued to approach closer 
and closer with his parallel line of gun- 
boats until he I'eached within 600 yards 
oi‘ the fort. The fire now on both sides 
increased greatly in rapidity and accu- 
racy of range. 

After tlie firing had continued about 
an hoiuvthe Essex receiyed a shot in In*!- 
1)oiler, wliicli entirely disa'bled tlie ves- 
sel, so that slie was forced: to drop astern 
out of the action.;. The escape of steam 
which followed killed live and scalded 
s(>ine forty or others, among whom 
wais the commander. 

The firing, however, between the fort 
and the three giin-boats left, continued 
with unabated vigor, until the “ rebel 
flag,*'' says Captain Foote in his report, 
“ was hauled down, after a very severe 
and closely contested action of one hour 
and fifteen minutes.” 

As soon as tJio enem 3 ’*s flag was low- 
ered, an adjutant- general and cajilain 
of engineers came oil* in a boat and re- 
ported that (xcnoral Tilghmau, the com- 
mander of the fort, wdshod to coimiui- 
nicate with the flag-officer. Csiptain 
Foote accordingly dispatched (fommand- 


Phclps, with orders to hoist the American 
flag where the rebel ensign had been 
, flying,” and to inform Q-eneral Tilghmau 
tliat the fiag-officer would sec liim on 
his ship. Tlie clcfcaLcd conimu, rider soon 


alder arrived, imd delivering up Ids 
swo],'d to Oiipvtain ]*\)otc, said, “ Ca.|>tain, 
I am glad to svu'rcndm' to so gidhuil; an 
officer,” whereupon he r(y:*eiv(‘d the r(;- 
ply : “ You. do perfbclly :riglil', sir, in 
siirrei;uicriog ; but you should Imve 
blown niy boasts out of tlio iva.ter lioforo 
I w-oiild have surremlei-ed In you.”* 

General Grant arrived wilh Ids force 
toward tlie close of the engage^ment, in 
time to talvo possession of the ;lbrt, l:mt 
too late to prove!:it the escape of the 
sevei-al tliousand men oncanri:)(!d on tln:^ 
oulside, who die; d Isohn'o t^ln; aflack. Tlie 
I lU'isofmrs taken amounted to al:!oulmix:ly, 

I iiudi.iding Cieneral Tilglnmmtind liis staff 
Captain Foote. pa,i,(,l this tril)ni:o to his 
conquered enemy: “Port lleitry was 
defended with the i:nost dot.ermiued 
gallaiitry by Ge!.ieral Trlgliman, 'worthy 
of a better cause, w'lio, from his own 
account, went into tire action with eleven 
guns of heavy cali1)re, hearing up{)n osir 
boats, which he fought until seven of the 
number were disnrantlod or otlierwise 
rendered useless.” 

The enejuy cei-tainl}’' worked tlieir 
guns with great energy and ticcuracy. 
The (hneiunali, the llag-sliip, iXM-eivcd 
lhirly-on(; shots ; Hie Essex, lilhsm ; 
the Bk Louis, seven, and Hie ( dinnuh*h't, 
six. Buell, however, was the effica.cy of 
the iron-jilating of these heals, that iml 
one, wilh Hie exception of (he Essex, 
was seriously damaged. The men. inoi‘i'~ 
over, considering the closeness ami se- 
verity of the engagement, suffei-cMl litthe 

It is liopwl that there is some Jiilstake In this tviknlcd 
answer nf Oapbaii Konto, who It would lie; Biitist’aftoiy to 
think is as courtooixs as lie is brave. 
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One was killed and nine were wounded 
on the Cincinnati ; one killed bv o'lm- 
shot oil the Essex, though some forty 
were killed or injured by steam, and the 
Caroiidelet and St. Louis escaped with- 
out damage to a man. The eiieni}" had 
five killed and eight or ten wounded. 

The capture of Fort Henry having 
w-rested the command of the Tennessee 
from the secessionists, opened to the 
Federal gun-boats the passage up the 
river through the State of Tennessee 
and within the borders of Alabama. 

Accordingly a flotilla, consisting of the 
three gun-hoats — Conestoga, Taylor, and 
Lexington — under the command of Lieu- 
tenant S. Phelps, was sent up the Tennes- 
see on a reconnoitring expedition. 
On reaching the railroad bridge 
wliicli crosses the river about twenty- 
five miles above Fort Henry, a number 
of transport steaniers belonging to the 
enemy Avere discovered beyond. These 
could not he immediately reached, as 
the ‘Alraw’’ of the bridge wa,s closed 
and the machinery disordered. This, 
however, Avas soon remedied, and the 
flotilla passed on in rapid pursuit of the 
retreating vessels, Avhich, after a chase 
of fiAm hours, AAmre abandoned and burn- 
ed by those onboard. 

Gn reaching Cerro Gordo, in Hardin 
Pgl,, County, Tennessee, an unfinished 
’2'. gun -boat, the Eastport, Avith a quan- 
tity of timber and other material be- 
longing to the cneni}^, Avas captured. 
On tlie next day, at OhiekasaAV, two 
other steamers, loaded Avith supplies, 
Avere taken, and on entering the State 

of Alabama and ascending the river to- 

st 


Avard Florence, the enemy, as they 
caught sight of the Federal gun-boats, 
set fire to three steamers lying at this 
place. At Florence, Lieutenant Phelps 
landed Avith a force, and Avas met by a 
deputation of the citizens. A feAv tran- 
quilizing Avords served to quiet their 
fears. “I told them,'’ says Lieutenant 
Phelps, ‘‘that Ave Avere neither ruffians 
nor savages, and that Ave Avere there to 
protect from Auoleuce and to enforce the 
laAv.” After thus sailing up the river 
to Florence, Lieutenant Phelps turned 
hack. At Eastport, twenty-fiAm Ten- 
nesseeans enlisted in the Federal ser- 
vice, and gave information of an en- 
campment of a regiment of the enemy 
at Savamiali. Lieutenant Phelps ac- 
cordingly proceeded to attack it, but on 
reaching the place found the camp de- 
serted. He noAv continued his route 
doAvn the river to Fort Henry, Avhere 
he arrived after an absence of four days. 

Lieutenant Phelps, in his official re- 
port, gaAm a gloAvirig account of the 
AAmlcomelie recewed from the “ enemy.’* 

“ We liaA’-e met,” he wrote, “Avilh the 
most gratifying proofs of loyalty every- 
where across Tennessee and in the por- 
tions of Mississippi and Alabama Ave 
visited. Most affecting instances greet- 
ed us almost hourly. Men, Avomen, and 
children seAmral times gathered in 
crowds of hundreds, shouted their avcI- 
conie, and hailed their national flag Avitli 
an enthusiasm Iherc aaois no mistaking ; 
it Avas genuine and heartfelt. These 
people braved everytliing to go to the 
river bank Avhere a sight of their flag 
might once more be enjoyed, and they 
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have experienced, as the}?' related, evei\y 
possible form of persecution. Tears 
flowed freely down the cheeks of men 
as well as of women, and there were 
those who had fought under the Stars 
and Stripes at Moultrie, who in this 
manner testified to their joy. 

“ This display of feeling and sense of 
gladness at our success, and the hopes it 
created in the breasts of so many people 
in the heart of the Confederacy, aston- 
ished us not a little, and I assure you, 
sir, I would not have friled to witness it 
for a,ny consideration ; I trust it has 
given ns all a higher sense of the sacred 
character of our present duties. 1 was 
assiu’od at Savannah that of the several 
hundred troops there, more than one- 
hall', had we gone to the attack in time, 
would have hailed us as deliverers, 
and gladly enlisted with the national 
force. 


“ In Tennessee, the people generally, 
in their entliusiirsin, bra,ved secessionists 


and spoke their views freely, hut in J\iis- 
sissippi and Alirhanni wliat was siiid was 
guarded. ‘ If we dared express our- 
selves freely, you would hear such a 
shout greeting your coming as you 
never heard.' ‘We know there are 
many Unionists among us, but a reign 
of terror makes us afraid of oui 
shadows.' We were told, too, ‘ Bring 
us a small, oi’ganized force, with. aiMiis 
and ammunition for us, emd we caai 
mai.ntai.n our posi.ti.on a,nd, ]iut down re- 
hcdlioii in our midst.’ Tlimn uv'rn, it 
is true, whole <*,ommuuiti(‘s who, on oui 
approach, lied to the woods, 1ml tliese 
were whore there was less of tlie loyal 
element, and where the Hoeing sfeaniors 
in advance had spread tales of our com- 
ing with firebrands burning, destroy- 
ing, ravishing, and plundering.” 
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After opening tlie Tennessee Paver, 
by the capture of Fort Henrvp tlie 
next operation of the Union forces 
at Cairo ivas to strike for the cominand 
of the Giimborland, by an attack on 
Fort Donelson. This wtis an extensi\’e 
earth-work at Dover, in Tennessee, situ- 
ated on the left bank of the Cumberland 
Idiver. It was scientifically constructed, 
consisting of a large central bastioned 
fort, surrounded by extensive intrench- 
nients and oiitiying batteries. The 
main fortification stood upjon high 
ground, wliicli commanded the river 
and the neighboring land, wdth the ex- 
ception of an elevated portion, vdiero 
riile pits had been dug. Within the in- 
treiichmcnts, about the fort, and on the 
o{]j(.T side of the river had been mus- 
tered. a large force of the enemy, vari- 
ously eslimated at from thirteen to fif- 
teen thousand mem Anticipating an at- 
tack after the tail of Fort Henry, great 
eiTorts had Ix'-cn made to reinforce the 


threatened position. All the troops 
which had deserted General Tilghman 
at Fort Henry hastened to the place ; 
General Sydney Johnston sent a con- 
siderable number from Bowling Green. 
Generals Floyd, Pillow, and Buckner 
■were at the head of their several di- 
visions, and the first, from seniority in 
rank, assumed the chief command at 
the fort. 

The Union expedition -^vas formed of 
a combined naval and military force. 
General Ulysses Grant, in command at 
Cairo, having first sent by the poj), 
Ohio and Cumberland rivers six 
regiments, followed on the next clay, 
by land, Mutli fifteen tliou.sand men, 
ill two divisions, re.spectively com- 
inanded by Generals ifcCleniand and 
Smitli. A fleet, consisting of four iron- 
clad ami two wooden guii-boats, under 
the command of Captain Foote, started 
up the Cumberland about the same 
tune, in order to make a simultaneous 


illiillii 
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attack with the land forces upon the iites more, could the action have boon 

continued, liaye resulted in the capture 
aeneral Grant, on the first day’s of the Ihrt bearing upon us, as the 
march, arrived with his main body enemy was ruiining from, liis batteries 
within two miles of the fort, where the when the two gun-boats drifred help- 
pickets of the enemy were met and lessly down tlie river from disabled 
driven in. On the next day he ap- ,, steering apparatus, as the relieving 
proaclied graduall}’, and coiitiiiiied tackles could not steer the vessels in 
until night to surround the position, the strong cuiTent. 


forcing his way here and there by sue- 


When the fleeing enemy I’eturncd 


cessfiil skirmishes with the enemy’s to the river battery gims from wliich 
advanced guards, ifo serious attack, they had been driven, they again hotly 
however, was attempted, as the troops poiu’cd fii'e upon us. fi’ln3 enemy must 
sent by water and tlie fleet of gnu- liave bronglit over tweiiiy giuis to bemr 
boats had not yet arrived. These final- upon oiir bouts from tin' water Isatta'ry 
ly came in, during the evening, and it and the main fort upon tin' h.i 11, while 
was deterinined to begin the assault we only coidd return tlie lire with 
next day. : twelve boat-gims from the four boats. 

It was not until three o’clock in ‘'One rifled gun, aboard the Oaron- 
F®l)i the afternoon that Captain Foote delet, hurst during the action. 

was enabled to open fire. “I made “The olficers and men in this hotly 
an attack,” he says, in his own clear contested but unequal fight heliaved 
and concise account of the affai.r, “ on with' the greatest gallaiitry ivnd detei*- 
Foft Donelson with four ironmlad gun- mination, all deploring the accMent 
boats and two wooden ones, and after which ‘rendered two of our gun-boats 
one hour and a quarter severe fight- suddenly helpless in the narrow river 
ing, the latter part of the day within and swift current.” 
less than one hundred yards of the After this gallant Imt unsiKicossfu} al- 
fort, the wheel of this vessel and the tack, Ouptahi Foote rel.urncd wilJi his 
tiller of the Louisville were shot away, disahled lio(.it to Cairo, 
rendering the two boats immanagcahle. General Grant now delermined to 
They then drifted dowm the river. The make the Invostmeut of tlu^ fort- a,s pi'r- 
two remaining boats were also greatly feet as jiossible, to throw iq.) inlreuch- 
damaged between wind and water. This ments for tlie protection of bis fhree, ami 
vessel alone received fifty-nine shots, to await until the guu-hoats--being rt.w 
and the others about half that number paired — could again take pari in tbo 

attack. The enemy, however, ehitiul by 
Thcie wcie fitty-four killed and tlicir re])ulse of tlie fleet, were c-iubold- 
wounded m this attack, which we have eiied to sally out from then' inlreru'h- 
reason to suppose would, in fifteen min- ments and begin the battle by an attack 
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upon tlie right wing of the Union force 
comixianded by General McClernand. 
P0IJ, At six o’clock on the morning after 
15 " the retirement of tlie gun-boats, 
the enemy appeared in solid column up- 
on the road. “ It was a few miimtes 
past six,” says an accurate chronicler,* 

“ when our pickets exchanged shots with 
their skirmisliers. 

“Immediately the whole division was 
astir, waiting for what might turn up. 
As the rebels .neared our forces they de- 
ployed and formed in line of battle, 
inaking the most furious attack upon ■ 
the right : also sending tlniir Mississipjd ; 

sliarivshooters, ;is one of the caifiains. , 

' I 

now a prisoner, inroriued mo. to the left, : 
to tlirow the lih.n’eiu h and Twentieth | 
regiraenls into confusion. j 

“ It was about se^'cu o'clock when the i 
tiring began on the rigbt, and in a few 
minutes was running like a train of pow- 
der on a floor, along the entire line. 
The rebels advanced with determinalioii 
— not in a regular line, but in the 
guerrilia mode — availing tliernseivos of 
tire trees and the unduhuiuns of the > 
ground. Their design was to cut the ! 
division at the (‘.enti'e, iuru tiiv.; regiments ! 
on the right, composing Oglesby’s biig- ! 
ade, up against the creek, and capture j 
them. But their movements to that | 
end were foiled. The regiments at tlu^ ! 
centre being pressed, after standing hot | 
tire, began gradually to fall back, wiiich | 
rendered it necessary for Oglesliy to do | 
the same, a,s he separated from the i 
division, and the entii'O right wing of the 
division accordingly swung back, slowly 


at first. Dresser’s and Schwartz’s bat- 
teries were brouglit into position as soon 
as piossible, and for a while there was a 
very lieav}' lire, accoiiipaiiied by contin- 
ued rolls of musketry. If one were to 
judge by sound alone, all battles would 
be terrilic, but when a fight is waged in 
a forest, the trees liigh in, up tlie 
branches iisuall}^ suffer most. There 
was, however, considerable loss on both 
sides at this jioint. 

“ And now occurred one of those 
blunders common in warfare. Tlie ene- 
my pressing hard upon our forces, Gen- 
m-al sent jlajor Brayman 

i'ijV roiiirnrcemcnts. Um J'odo rapid)}* to 
llie rear and i-ame upon Uolonel Cruft's 
briguile, who moved forward, crossed 
[Ilvj road, ami saime u]) in rear 01 the 
Thirtieth and Thirty-first. Tlmse regi- 
ments were lying down and firing over 
the cres). of a riflge. As Colonel Crui't 
Cfiim^ in thi.‘ real’ (>f them they rose to 
tlieir feet, not knuwiiig wliether tlie 
force in thei]* rear was friend or foe. 
I’he Tivcnty-liffli Kcnliulvy, supposing 
ihem to be reliols, poured in a volley, 
V\dii(h. <iid terrible cxeeutiun. It is not 
jKjssililo to ascertain how mtuiy feil un- 
der the fire, but it was sufficient to throw 
the entire divi.sion into dnsordem, and at 
onee there was almost a panic. Some 
men look to their heels, tlirew down 
their guns and ec|uipmeuls, and lied to 
the I'ear crying, ‘ All is lost I' ‘ We are 
all cut to pieces !’ and similar exjires- 
sioiis. Some of lliem even tied to Fort 
Henry, 1 waive miles distant, and im- 
mediately the woods were filled with 
stragglers. 


Chicago Tribu/ie, Feh. 19. 
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.nd a lialf. They loefore Wallace, they might still have 
nd not only that, escaped by diverging to the flank of their 
:*iveii us, captured pursuers. 

asoii to feel that The Union troops on the left were 
now ordered to a charge upon the 
|ht have escaped enemy’s right, “which,” says General 
had made in our Urant, “ was brilliantly executed, and 
instead of seeking gave to our arms full assurance of vie- 
strove by a reck- tory.” This spirited and successful at- 
reatiiig Unionists tack was made hy (teneral Smitli’s di\-i- 
3y. Hour hours sion, consisting priu(*ipally (^f Ihe Sticoiid 
udlict and chase, and Seventh Iowa and Twen(y-lirt]i a.inl 
Hnionists, under Fifty-second Indiana jugiiueiits. Tlicir 
dAFal lace, thrown antagonists, foriiiiiig the enemy s right, 
movement, saved were the Fourteenth. Mississi])])i, the 
laud, which were Second Kentucky, and Colonel Head’s 
nmimition. Gen- Tennessee regiments, which were ad- 
his position on a vantageoiisly posted on rising grouiul, 
aylor’s battery in where intrenchmonts had been raised 
iiid's division was and rifle pits dug. 
sd ranks ready to The ground occupied by the enemy is 
was now past thus minutely described by the cliroul- 
ock. The enemy dor prcTioiisiy <piotod : 
diich General Me- “ Directly west of Fort Donelson, and 
led through the heyoixl the breast-woiks, there was a, 
ward abandoned, second ridge of land riuming parallel tc> 
vith success, and > that on which the breast-works wore 
expectation of a | ei’ectcd. The distance across from ridge 
ae in range, Tay- | to ridge, as near as I could judge hy a 
with shell, grape, | somewhat minute survey, is about forty 
nailed before this rods. On this outer ridge were ten rifd 
w pace, came to a pits, made of logs, witJi a sb allow ditch 
-try opened began beliiud and the excavated earth thrown 
ue improved the up in front. The western slope of the 
■rove them before ridge was quite steep. The distance 









CiOTURE OF FORT DONELSON. 


to the liase was thirty rods, as I judged, 
opening upon a meadow and cornfield. 
The slope had been forest, hut the 
rebels had used their axes and cut down 
the trees, forming an abatis not impass- 
able, because the forest was not dead, 
but a seriouvs obstruction to the advance 
of an army. It was desirable that the 
rebels should be driven out of their 
pits, for they in |')art commanded Fort 
Doiiehon, lying about sixty rods farther 
east.” 

The enemy were formed with tlm 
Second Kentucky in the centre, Colonel 
Headis Tennessee Regiment on the right, 
and the Fourteenth Mississippi on the 
left, while other troops were in position 
in the rear to support them. Colonel 
Laiiman, who commanded the brigade 
upon which devolved the chief work of 
the day, formed his force in a iieigli- 
boring meadow, and led it to the 
charge with the Second Iowa in ad- 
vance. “ Tliey moved across the mead- 
ow, through a little belt of woods, came 
to the base of tlie hill, and met tlio 
enemy's lire. Rut they paii.sod not a 
inonient. Then tlie}' encoiiiitci'ed tlie 
fallen trees, hut instead of being dis- 
heartened, they vseomed to feel new life 
and energy. lYithout firing a shot, 
without tliuching a moment or falter- 
ing as their ranks -wore thinned, tliey 
rnslied. up the hill, regardless of the 
lire in front or on their flank, jumped 
u]>on the rhle pits and drove the rebels 
down tlie eastern slope. They escaped 
inlo their inner line of defences. Col- 
onel Laiunan did not deem it prudent 
to follow, hut halted his men and poured 


a deadly fire upon the foe, in force, with j 
four cannon behind the works.” 

Colonel Lauiiiaii, after the enemy were 
thus effectually driven from the ground, j 
called back his nmii to the rifle pits [ | 
wliicli he had umn, and ordered tliem to , i 

lie down for the night, resting upon j 
their arms, ready to complete tlieii* -^^ic- i | 
tory, of which they lelt well assured, in j 
the morning. 

At dayliglit, liowever, there came a 
flag of truce from the enemy, ■ | 

with a note from their general I 

to General Grant. This proved to be | 
a proposition for the cessation of hos- 
tilities and the appointment of commis- 
sioners to agree upon terms of capitu- 
lation. 

General Grant at once answered, that 
“ no terms except unconditional 
and immediate surrender can be I 

accepted,” while he added, “I proj>ose j 
to move immediately on your works.'' I 

The commaiider-i]i-chief of the enemy, 
General Buckno]', did not hc.^itate to ac- 
cept Ihe terms pro]insocl, Tlis answer 
was conveyed in these ungi'acioiis wor<ls : j 

“ XlEADur.virncr.s, T)o^-I■:T^, Tekx,, } | j 

I'liif. 1(5, 1862. t I I 

“ BiiioAumr-GeNwrAT, U. S. (liiA.sT, K. S. A. : ! I 

“Sir — T he distribution of the forces j I 

under my command, incident to an uu- | j 

expected change of commanders, and j j 

the overwhelming force under com- ■ i 

mand, compel me, notwithslandiiig the j j 

brilliant sue, cess of the Confederate arms, | i 

to accept the ungenerous and uiichmil- | | 

rous terms which 3 mu propose. | | 

“ 1 am, sir, your servant, | 

“S. B. Buckner, Brig.-Gen. C. S. A.” | 









to the base was thirty rods, as I judged, 
opening upon a meadow and cornfield, j 
The slope had been forest, but the 
rebels had used their axes and cut down 
the trees, forming an abatis not inipass- 
ohle, because the forest was not dead, 
but a serious obstruction to the advance 
of an army. It was desirable that the 
rebels should be driven out of their 
jaits, for they in part commanded Fort 
Bonelson, lying about sixty rods fiirther 
east.” 

The enemy were formed with the 
Second Kentucky in the centre, Colonel 
Head’s Tennessee Ilegiment on the right, 
and the Fourteenth Mississippi on the 
left, while other troops were in position 
in the rear to support them. Colonel 
Lauman, who commanded the brigade 
upon which devolved the chief work of 
the day, formed his force in a neigh- 
boring meadow, and led it to the 
charge with the Second Iowa in ad- 
va,nc(n ‘ ‘ They moved across the mead- 
ow, through a little belt of woods, came 
to the base of the hill, and met the 
enemy’s fire. But they paused not a 
1 noment . Then they encountered the 
fallen trees, but instead of being dis- 
beartened, they scorned to feel new life 
and energy. ilhout firing a shot, 
without flinching a moment or falter- 
ing as their rcinks were thinned, they 
riislied up the hill, regardless of the 
fire in front or on their flank, jumped; 
u|'>on the rifle pits and drove the rebels 
down tlie eastern slope. They escaped 
into tlieir inner line of defences. Ool- 
onel Lauman did not deem it prudent 
to follow, but baited his meu and poured 


a deadly fire upon the toe, in force, with 
four cannon behind the works.” 

Colonel Laimian, after the eneni}’ were 
thus effectually driven from the ground, 
called back Ms men to the rifle pits 
which he had won, and ordered them to 
lie down for the night, resting upon 
their arms, ready to complete tlieir vic- 
tory, of which they felt well assured, in 
the morning. 

At daylight, however, there came a 
flag of truce from tlie enemy, 
with a note from their general *6* 
to General Grant. This proved to be 
a proposition for the cessation of hos- 
tilities and the appointment of commis- 
sioners to agree upon terms of capitu- 
lation. 

General Grant at once answered, that 
“no terms except unconditional pefe, 
and immediate surrender can he 
accepted,” while he ad.ded, ” I propose 
to move imniediatcly on your wmks.'-' 

The conimander-m-ehief ot tljo enomy, 

I General Buckner, did not hosiiate to ac- 
cept the terms proposed. His answer 
was conveyed in these ungrafious wortls : 

“IlEADQITAriTl'HS, DOYKn, TeXN., 

IC, ■]S02. \ 

“ BEIGA'OIEI'l-GlCNT.rAL f. Cjfl’.AXT, 1. . S, A. : 

— The distriiuition of the forces 
under iiiy command, incident to an un- 
expected change of commanders, and 
the ovorwhohning force under your com- 
mand, compel me, uotwitlistandiug the 
brilliant success of the Confederate arms, 
to accept the uugencrons and unehival- 
rous terms which you propose. 

“ I am, sir, your servant, 

“ S. B. BuoKNEii, Brig.-Geii. C. B. A.’' 
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- tion were delivered, I retired from the 
t garrison.’’ 

By tlie surrender of Fort Bonelson, 
about .13,000 prisoners, a large quantity 
• of hea^T- ordnance, some 12,000 stand 
of sinall-arms, and a considera ble amount 
of ammunition and provisions fell into 
the hands of the victors. After the 
capture, two regiments of the eiiemy, 
supposing that the woi'ks were still in 
possession of their comrades, mai'ched 
in and laid down their arms. Bhe loss 
of tlie Unionists during the struggle was 
heavy, amounting to about 500 killed 
and 800 wounded, wliilc tliat of the ene- 
my, who fbiight behind intreneliments, 
was somewhat less, being estimated at 

I 231 killed and l,00r wounded. Gen- 
eral Pillow in his report declared that 
after the battle on the 15th, he liad left 
not less than 5,000” Unionists dead on 
the field, while he confessed that his 
own loss was “severe.” Those wlio ,ss- 
eaped with him and G-onoral .Floyd were 
the fragjnents oJ“ some tli.-Mo 
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erally remained shut up in their dwell 
irigs. The shops were for the most par 


kept closed and barred, and the citizens 
sullenlj refrained from resuming their 
daily routine of occupation. Greneral 
Buell, however, strove by the most strin- 
gent orders to his soldiers, who were 
kept ill camp outside of the city, and by 
proclamations of protection, to give assu- 
rance of safety to the inhabitants. The 
General, with a large military suite, called 
upon Mr.s. Polk, the widow of President 
Polk. Though received with politeness 
by the venerable dame, whose graceful 
courtesy is proverbial, there was not only 
a cold formality in her reception which 
sufficiently indicated her Southern par- 
tisausliip, but an open declaration of 
su<h sentiments as proved that she con- 
sidered her visitors in the light of ene- 
mies and not of Iriends. 

The next movement of the enemy in 
Kentucky was to abandon their great 
stronghold at Columbus, on the klissis- 
sippi. Out oir, by the capture of Ports 
Henry and Honelson, from direct north- 
ern communication with Richmond and 
the lines on the Potomac, separated 
from the main body of the Confederate 
ai'my of Kentucky by its forced retreat 
from Bowling Green, Clarksville, and 
Kaslivillc, and threatened by an ad- 
"vance, in the rear, of Buell’s forces, 
which already flanked it, Columbus was 
no longer tenable, notwillistanding its 
boasted impregnability. The discovery 
of its evacuation by an expedition down 
the Mississippi from Cairo is thus told 
by one who was present , 


of the H. Y. Eerabl. 


“Commodore Poote had prepared 
t five of the ‘ iron-clads’ and one of the 
3 old wooden craH, besides six mortar 
rafts, while General Culltim dispatched 
upon the steamers Aleck Scott, T. L. 

' McGill, and Illinois, about two thousand 
: men, under General Sherman, of Padu- 
cah, Colonel Berford, of the Twenty- 
seventh Illinois Yolunteers, being second 
in command of the infiuitry. We start- 
ed from Cairo at four o'clock this moru- 
ing, and steamed leisurely down 
the river, arriving at Lucas’ Beiid, ‘t, 
four miles above Columbus, at sunrise. 
Though the moi'uiiig w;is {;iea,r and, 
Ijeautiful, still the wind w:is in siudi, a 
direction as to waft, iha smoke and 
steam from our fleet dinihly h(d,wneii 
us and the fVowniiig hi nils tlnit ha,ve 
been wont to salute us witli the boom- 
ing of heavy artillery whenevm,' wc have 
made our appearance here befoi'e, hid- 
iiig, or at least greatly ohstriKuing, our 
"^iew of the batteries, and roudering us 
unable, even with the aid of powerful 
field glasses, to determine whether tliey 
were still tenanted by rebel troops, Jr 
even occupied at all. Oceasiomiily, 
however, as the wind would veer 
around a few po.mts, we thought ^ve 
could discover men upon the brow oi* 
the bluffs, hut owing to the unsl,(.nt,di- 
ness of the ship's motion, jo.lting both 
lookers aiid glasses, it was impossil)lo t-o 
dotermiiiG what we did see ; but as the 
batteries were silent, we fastened the 
mortar rafts to the Missouri shore, and 
dropped down the river in lino-of-batth^. 
oixler. When we had arrived at a i)oint 
about two miles above the works, a 
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squad of men were discovered standing 
upon the top of the breast- works, and 
soon a flag was hoisted there. W e were 
still too far oft' to distinguish whether it 
was. a Union or a rebel ensign, iiian}^ 
averring it was our own, and many the 
other j- but acting upon the hypothesis 
that it was the latter, Flag-Ofiicer Foote 
gave the order, so ominous on men-of- 
war, ‘ All hands to cp-iarters f This 
\vas the most trying hour of the whole 
trip. He]'e we were, within point blank 
range of the guns of the batteries, float- 
ing down the river in a current of about 
four miles per hour, and perfectly at 
the mercy of the foe should this be a 
7'use of theirs to inveigle us into their 
trap. We knew not whether we were 
approaching friend or foe, whether the 
flag was ours or theirs, whether the 
silence would continue, or whether at a 
moment’s notice the whole of that red 
bank wmuld belch forth in one deafen- 
ing deathly roar. We dared not fire a 
gun, lest its charge should fall among 
our friends, and dared not go too close 
lest the enemy’s guns should open upon 
us from such a height as to render ours 
ineffective against them, and there was 
no safe way of solving the problem. 
Something must be done, however ; so 
General Cullum dispatched an officer to 
the shore to learn, if possible, the siatiis 
of the camp. The oflicer found a single 
individual on shore, but he knew, or 
professed to know, as little of affiiirs in 
town as thougii he never had heard of 
the rebellion, and so the officer came 
back as ignorant as he went. What 
was to be done? Just then Captain 


Phelps, of the Conestoga, and General 
Sherman, volunteered to take a tug. 
run dovTi to the fort, and ascertain the 
position of aftairs. With many misgiv- 
ings, the Flag-Ofiicer and General Cul- 
lum consented to the arrangement, and 
soon the little Fire Fly was on her way 
to fulfil her bold and dangerous mission. 
For a few moments after she left the 
side of the flag-ship, the most painful 
suspense was felt and evidenced l:y all 
on board, for we almost expected each 
moment tliat the next would see that 
mountain open upon her its mighty bat- 
teries, and we knew that a single shot 
would rend her into a thousand frag- 
ments. But down, dovv'ii, down the 
river she went, until she had made 
more than half the distance, when she 
halted for a recormoissance. Then, after 
a moinent’s delay, we saw her turn her 
prow toward the Kentucky shore, and 
steam off in the direction of the bat- 
teries. We watched her as she crossed 
the river and approached the shore at 
the base of the hill, saw her land at the 
lower fort, heard her signal to / Come 
on saw her crew leap ashore and 
hurry up the steep ascent, and finally, 
when they had attained the summit and 
hoisi.ed one of the si i ip's flags, we gave 
a succession of cheers, and sliouts, and 
huzzas. Then we all dropped down to 
Ihe town, the trans])orls rounded to and 
discharged their troops, wliich were 
marched directiy into the rehrd forfifica- 
tions, and we all set about making dis- 
coveries. 

“ The first place visited was llic im- 
mense earth- works on the hill to the 
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north of the town — works covering, in 
all their ramifications, nearly two hmi- 
clrecl acres. Here we found a part of 
the Second Illinois Cavalry, under Col- 
onel Hogg, who had come into town the 
day before from P aducah, and are justly 
entitled to the credit of pioneering the 
Union army into Columbus. It was they 
whom we had seen upon the earth- works, 
they who hoisted the flag which was so 
hard to be made out, and came so near i 
deceiving us. The river batteries have 
been almost entirely demolished — three 
tieis of them their guns dismounted 
and thrown into the river, the gun-car- 
riages mutilated, and magazines demol- 
hhed, leaving nothing to mark tlieir 
former presence save ruined breast- 
W'orks and huge piles of cannon-balls 
and shells. Just below the upper river 
buttery, a huge chain, which has been 
christened ‘Pillow's Polly,’ emerges 
from, the water, extends up the almost 
perpendicular bank a hundred feet or ■ 
more, and disappears under the soil. A ; 
few feet above the chain and below the j 
buttery I counted five sixty-four pound 1 
guns which had boon thrown over the 1 
breast-works, with the intention of sink- (. 
mg them in the river, but they had c 
lodged in the yielding earth and be- 1 

comeirnmovable. Two others lay a few r 

rods below, which had been tak^n from a 
tire batteries on the bluff 

Ilithm the breast- works on. the hill t 
theim was nothing to be seen but the 

ruS pite of t, 

rubbi.li, smouldering heaps of grain- t< 

au remnants of burned warehouses- h 

charred timbers of what were once j j, 


ill (Quarters for the troops, broken gun-car- 
1 - riages, and disabled ordnance completed 
f the picture. Here I found a guide in 
I- the person of a German wlio had been 
e impressed into the rebel service, but 
7 who had deserted the day tlie place w^as 
e evacuated, who gave me much iinport- 
Y ant information. He told me that the 
J number of rebel troops there a wmok 
> ago was about 16,000, but immediately 
1 ’ after the fall of Doiielsoii, preparations 
i were commenced for evacuating tlie 
! place. ‘‘‘ * * 

Ihc German stated that tlie lu.most 
dernoi alization existed in the at’niy, and 
he tlionght tlie reason wiiy Ihi'y leH in 
such indecent haste was to proveid, o]um 
mutiny in the camp, for cortaiuly , 1 ,( 5 , 000 
men could have held the phiee against 
any fo^e we could bring against it, 
providing always tliat they weco unib^d 
and had any soul in, the work. Down 
ill tlie town of Columbus I found im- 
mense piles of ordnance and ordnance 
supplies, torpedoes, subma-rinc batteries, 
and equipments for teams and cavalry’ 
but everything of a portable nainro Imd 
been earned away. The liousos of tin.' 
cRizens had been plundered, and o.sj)o- 
ciallyof those who wore suspected Of 
Unionism. Scarcely a vestige of tln^ 
necessaries of life was left. Tlie hai.toj-v 
at tlie upjier end of the town had lout 
boon dismantled, and its guns removed 
to a point farther down the ,rivor. 

Quite a number of residents of the 
town were congregated upon the levee 
to welcome us, and it was really rofrosh- 
uig to witness their manifestations of 
joy as we lauded. They did not cheer 










tnis cnarige oi guests, or invaciers, ii you 
please. There are but a few himilies 
now in town, but such as remain may 
safely be set down as Unionists. 

‘ ‘ Leaving the lower town and ascend- 
ing the hill in the rear, we get the most 
comprehensive view of the rebel works. 
From one noint near the ton of the hill. 


'J’he following is an official report of the evacaatioa : 

“ CoLtaiBUs, Ky., March 4, 1862. 
“To Ma-toh-Genebai, McOlellah : 

‘ ‘ Columlras, the Cahraltar of the West, is onr.s, and Ken- 
tucky is free, thanks to the brilliant strategy of the cam- 
paign by which tlie enemy’s centre was pien.'c.i at Forts 
Henry and Donelson, his wings isolated from each othf.'r 
and turned, compelling thus the evacuation of his strong- 
hold of .liowling Green first, and now Colundnis, 

“ The flotilla, under Flag-Officei- Foote, consisted of six 
gnn-lioats, commanded by Oaptaitis Dove, Walke, Stemhle, 
Paulding, Ifhompson, and Shirk, and four mortar boats, 
in charge of Captain Phelps, United States Navy, as.sisted 


“ On arriving at Columbus it was difficult to say whether 
the fortifications were occupied by our own cavalry, or a 
scout from Paducah, or by the enemy. Every prepara- 
tion was made for opening fire and landing the infantry, 
when G-eneral Sherman and Captain Phelps, with thirty 
soldiers, made a dashing reconnoissanee with a tug, steam- 
ing directly under the water batteries. Satisfied that our 
troop.? had possession, they landed, ascended to the sum- 
mit of the bluff, and together planted the Stars and 
Stripe.? amid the heartiest cheers of our brave tars and 
soldiers. 

“ Though rising from a sick lied to go upon the expedi- 
tion, I could not resist landing to oxamiin; the worbs, 
■which are of immense strength, consisting of tiers upon 
tiers of batteries on the river front, and a strong paraiu‘t 
and ditch, crossed by a thMc ab.itis. on llm latid side. 
The fortifications appear to have been evaenuted hastily, 
considering the quantitie.s of ordnance and orduaneo* 
stores and number.s of anchors, and tlic remnant of the 
chain which was once strctebeil over the .river, and. a 
large supply of torpedoes remaining. Desolation was 
visible everywhere, lints, tents, and barnuks, presentiu.g 
hut their bliickened remainB. thongh tlip town was spiivt-d. 
I discovered what ajipeaired a largi; niagaKine, smuking 
from both extremities. I ordered the train to lii.-i imme- 
diately cut. A garri.'^ou was led in the wmk, of nearly 
2,000 infantry and 4U0 cavalry, which I tviil sireiigtlien 
immediately. Gkougu W. Cm,Lt-.vr, 

“Brigadier-General, Chief of Shiff.’' 
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OHAPTEK V. 

Tie United Stntes eslabllsMng its Civil AntLority in tftnncssee.-Appomtmeiit of a Hilitav Govemov lw!v,.s „o 
the cholee.-Llfe of Andrew Johnson.~A nn« of the peopIe.-HnmUe orinn.-A, , who to , 

lonmed to read— A diligent Header.— A migratory Tailor.— A rejected Lover.— Nothin^ bnt “ .j m nti"m t”'' ' 

A dutifnl Son.-Martiage.-A vahiaMe Wife.-EIccted Alderman.-Hnyor -R-mid nolitird adv,„ ■ T ! ‘ ri ~ 
her Of C„„g,ess.-G„vern„r„f the State. -Defender of the Union.-A;pnntSl 

SewMmirid. Itsdeee;^ 

ton, Jackson, Decatur, and Corinth.-Martial Law in Memphis. e^^i-Ocenpatum ol (Jraud Junc- 




.riiE liriited States G-overnmeiiit liav- 
IS62. (lecisiye victories at Forts 

liciiiy and Donelson obtained for its 
mditary forces access l)y the Tomicssoe 
aiaUJumljerland rivers to the interior 
of leiiiic-ssee, and become possessed of 
tlie ea]>ital, determined upon making a.n 
eiTorfc to re-establish its civil authority in 
the State. As this, however, could only 
be effected at first bj the aid of an 
armed powoi-, it tvas deemed necessarv 
ro o^abiish a milit.ary government. 
Ihe Honorable Andrew Jolmsori, who 
from the beginning of the civil troubles 
had adhered to the Union with a loyalty 
uninfluenced by the example 0 / the 
political leaders of his adopted State 
and unshaken by^ their denunciations,’ 
Mar» ’^^ as appropriately appointed the 
■ military GoFenior of Tennessee 
His popularity in the State was such, it 
was beheTed. as would secure him a lyel- 
oome, not only from that large portion 
0< the population of Tennessee still sup. 
posed to be loyal to the tJnion, but evm 


from .many of tho.se who Imd ylohhil to 
the guidance of the leadei-s of tluh v. 
bellioii. ' 

Andrew dohnsoii is pi'o-oiniiKMitlY ;t, 
man of th(‘ people, having arismi from 
the humblest position in li(b. jw, 
born in Raleigh, aVorth (.hiroliria, on the 
29th of Decomb(3r, 1808. At the ag«.‘ of 
four years his father died, having lost liis 
life m attempting to save a IVioml .from 
drowning. Uis .mother, who was jioor 
and unaspiring, gave him no Ojipoilujii- 
ties for education, and at the age of t.on 
be was apprenticed to a .tailor, vAh 
whom he remained learning his trade un- 
til he was sevoiiieeii years old. Jt wa.s 
during Ids apprenticeship tlnit he leajTi- 
ed m tins wise to read and wi’ite : A 
gentleman of Raleigh, who was in ibo 
babit of frequenting his master's shoo 
and prided himself upon his elocu’ 
tion, occasionally read to the workmen 
and boys a^speecli from a volmno of 
me masterpieces of oratory of British 
Btatesmen. Young Johnson listened oa- 
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gerty and admiringly, and became fired 
with an ambition to equal the visitor's 
elocution. He accordingly determined 
to learn to read, and soon, with the aid of 
a fellow-journeyman, mastered the al- 
phabet, His next step vras to ask for 
the loan of the book to the reading of 
which he had so often listened with de- 
light. Its owner, interested in the lad’s 
eager pursuit of learning, not only made 
him a present of the book, but gave 
him some instruction in spelling. With 
this aid, and his own perseverance during 
hours of leisure, he Avas soon able not 
only to spell but to read. He now be- 
came a diligent reader, deA^oting two or 
three hours of each night, after his long- 
day’s labor on the shop-board, to his 
books. 

In 1824, after the completion o.f his 
apprenticeship, young Johnson went to 
Laurens Court House, in South Caro- 
lina, where he Avorked at his trade as a 
journeyman tailor for two years. While 
thus occupied he fell in loArn with a 
young girl of the place, but his proffer 
of inarj’iage Avas rejectee?-' by the Caroli- 

The story of Lis courtsliip and rojeotioii is thus iiiiins- 
higly told ( y iui industrious gtissip : “ AVLile working ut 
Laurems Court House us journeyman tailor, Le fcdl in 
love with a girl in the neigiiborliood and courted tier. 
Governor Johnson tells the story himself. The young 
lady saw stunething mort3 in Andy than her mother was 
able to discern. She engaged herself to him, provided lie 
could get her mother’s consent. Andy iveut one Sunday 
to spf‘ak to the old lady. His heart failed him until to- 
ward night, when he mustered up courage and popped 
the question to the mother. He says she broke out on 
him in a most terrible tirade of abuse, and said, ‘YiiU 
trifling, worthless vagabond, do you supiposo I am going 
to let my daughter marry a wandering journeyman tailor ? 
I Ictiow' what you want ; you are too lazy to woi'k, and 
you are after my property.' The Governor said the old 
w'oinan had four children and three negroe.s. This was 
her fortune. In utter despair Andy returned to the vil- 


iiian clamsers motlier on the score of bis 
youth and his poverty, since he Avas 
no more than a mean white.” He iioaa' 
returned to E,aleigh, and after reiriaiiiiiig 
six months went to the West on a migra- 
tory search for employment, taking his 
poor old mother with him. Stopping at 
G-reeiiville, Tennessee, by the ay ay, he 
lived there tAA-elve moiitlis, set to AA’-Qrk 
at his trade, and got married. Having 
alreadj^ Ids mother to proAdde for and 
noAV a Avife, he Avas induced by tins 
additional stimulus to effort, to malie 
another move Avith the hope of bettering 
his fortune. After a fruitless wander- 
ing of some months in the West, he re- 
turned to GrreeiiAdlle and settled doAAm. 
to his husiiiess as a tailor. 

His Avife proved a valuable acquisition 
to a man so eager as Johnson for men- 
tal improvement. He was soon able, by 
her assistance, for she aaois a Avoman of 
some education, to add AATiting and ci- 
2 jhering to his former single accomplish- 
inent of reading. These he pursued 
Avith untiring diligence during the late 
lioiirs of the night-— all that he could 
spare from the ahsorhing work of the 
shop. 

His fellow-citizens were not long in 
discovering the superiority of tlieir stu- 
dious tailor, and showed their apprecia- 
tion of him by electing him an alderman. 
From 1828 to 1880 he continued to he 
annually chosen to this cmc oifice, and 
at the close of the latter A'ear Avas raised 
to the higher dignity of ma 3 ’or. Tliis 


lage xnortified and crestfallen, lie delennhicd to quit the 
place and forget his love, after meeting with such scorn 
find contempt from the luothcr.” 







' ''• '. ^' -V." ' 
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position lie lield for three years. In ence, and the leaders of his own State 
ISao he was elected a member of the of Tennessee were in league with the 
Legislature, and became prominent as conspirators — he boldly stood forth as 
the opponent of a scheme of internal im- the defender of the Union. While eyen 
proyement. This opposition to a meas- Northern men quailed before the auda- 
iire which chanced to be popular, lost city of the Southern insiu'gents, and seek- 
him his seat at the next election. In ing counsel of their fears, hesitated to 
1839, however, the disastrous effects of denounce their crime, Andrew John- 
the scheme he had opposed having be- son, a native of Carolina, did not fidter, 
come manifest, he was re-elected by a but, vexed by the cowardice of his fellow- 


large majority. 


senators, demanded with all the v 


In 1840, being chosen a presidential of his robust hiyalty, “What is it?' I 
elector by the Democratic party, he can- ask, in the name of the constitiit ion, 
vassed a large district of the State of what is it? It is trea.son, and notliiiig 
Tennessee, and developed in the course but treason.” Throughout tlio struggle 
of a series of itinerant political disputa- Johnson has continued to be among the 
tions with his leading Whig opponents, most loyal defenders and advisers cd* the 
his wondrous skdl in stump oratory. In Government. With his firm allegiance to 
1841 he was elected a State senator, and the Union and his acceptability in Ten- 
iii 184o a member of Congress, in which nessee, it is hoped that he may be able 
he served,^ after successive re-elections, to re-establish the Fedqral authority in 
uutii ISoo. During his congressional that State on such a basis of popular 
career he continued an advocate of the concurrence, that when the armed enemy 
; poliY of the Democratic party. He shall be driven out, the citizens may not 
p e.den.go,.ou,y fo. tl. bill refunding long require the application of 

reinstate them in their civil relations 

the annexf- ’ f “'i'^ocated with the Government of the Union, 

ti e annexation^ of Texas, the war with Governor Johnson, who had been so 

^exico thoynfi of 1846. and a borne- many months an exile from tlio rebel 
lieyas chosen Goy- lions States, immediately on his appoint- 
emiessee, after an exciting mentproceededtoHaslmlle whore soon 

contest with Gustavus A. Henry, the after his arrival, ho addressed 
Opposing candidate In i „ ^i^-utshtu a 

again erected Governor Sing ouT bf «« balcony of 12. 

opposed by Meredith P n t f ‘biiml his aiuli- 

hatching in the canilnl 4! t 1. *^0 secessionist 

' plotting fe: ae0troy thfnaSL''U and his sympathetic 

P g . ..dftroy the natiomd exist- associates in authority had suddenly de- 
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parted on the approach of the Union 
army. He now pre|)arecl to organize a 
provisional goverrmient, and to make an 
effort to secure the allegiance of Tennes- 
see. Another political notability of Ten- 
nessee, the Honorable Baillie Peyton, 
and a memorable example, like Andrew 
Johnson, of fidelity to the Union in a 
disloyal State, found at G-allatin, not far 
from Uashville, listeners to his fervid 
expression of Union sentiment. The 
people of this place, though lately ardent 
secessionists, gave a further proof, if not 
of sincere conversion to loyalty, of quick 
appreciation of its advantages, seek- 
ing to renew their relations with the 
Fodcj’al Grovermiieiit, through a vote in 
favor of the establishment of a United 
States post-office. There was, however, 
no open manifestation of a desire to re- 
turn to the Union, except in those parts 
of Tennessee where the presence of the 
Federal army either subdued aversion or 
encouraged affection, and it became man- 
ifest that the State was only to be fully 
redeemed by a successful prosecution of 
the war. 

In the course of the movement of the 
Union troops in flanking the enemy’s 
positions on the Mississippi, their in- 
trenclnnents at Paris, Tennessee,- were 
Mar. attacked by some Federal cavalry 
and artillery. The enemy, estima- 
ted to be GQO strong, were driven out of 
their works with a loss of 100 in killed, 
wounded, and prisoners. The loss of 
the Finionists was hut five killed and 
four wounded ; it was, however, on the 
Mississippi that the enemy were making 
the greatest efi’brt at resistance. 


It will be renieiiibered that, after the 
evacuation of Golumbus, a large portion 
of the troops retired to New Madrid. 
This place, the capital of New Madrid 
County, is situated on the western bank 
of the Mississippi Ptiver, in the soiitli- 
east corner of Missouri, where that State 
touches the borders of Kentucky arid 
Termessee. It is 247 miles below St. 
Louis, severity-riiiie miles below Cairo, 
forty-two miles from Hickman at the 
northeast, on the opposite side of the 
river; ten miles from Island No. 10, 
which, lying in an elbow of the Missis- 
sippi, is at the south, yet by the course 
of the stream is above ; and intervenes 
between Columbus and New Madrid 
ill descending the river, though both 
these places are situated to the north. 
New Madrid is 160 miles above Mem- 
phis and 947 miles above New Orleans. 
Its position was felt by the enemy to he 
of great importance in defending these 
large cities, and as controlling the lower 
Mississippi. Accordingi}^ great efforts 
had been made to hold it. General 
Jefferson Thompson''' had heeii posted 
there for some time with a considerable 
force, when he was strengthened by tlie 
troops which had abandoned Columbus, 
and by a flotilla of live gun-boats from 
New Orleans. Thus reinforced and iu- 


® Thompson had lieeri carrying on an irregular warfare 
for a long time in the .southeastern part of Missouri, with 
vax’led success. On tli.e 10th of .laimary he had attaekc.'d, 
with 0 %-erpowerhig numbers, a i'ltn-e near Irmitou of some 
800 Unionists, and after a spirited resistance on their part, 
forced them to retire. Howt.wer, idler jirowling aLont 
some time with his hand, skirnnshing with Unionists, 
piimdcring, and desinoying lirida'es, in the neighhurhood 
of rotosi, Capo Oirardeiui, 1‘ilot Kiioh. etc. . lie wiis forced 
t 4 > seek refuge within iutrenehm-ius ill Xew Ihuirid. 
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treiiclied on the banks of the river, the 
eiiemj" were pre23ared to oSer a stubborn 
resistaiiee. General Halleck had pushed 
forward from Commerce, in Mis- 
souri, a large force under General 
Pope, with the view of attacking the 
enemy’s position at Hew Madrid. After 


severe 


marching over and 


through the Mingo swamp, General 
Pope arrived near Hew Madrid, and 
after sending to Cairo for reinforce- 
ments, prepared to attack the enemy’s 
fortified position, which is thus described 
by a Federal campaigner : 

“ Hew Madrid stands upon the right 
hank of the river, just at the extremity 
ot a very short and abrupt bend, not 
unlike the lower swell in the letter S. 
len miles above is Island Ho. 10, whicli, 
lumoi t''aj s, is strongly tortitied. A. mile 
and a hall below the town, the rebels have 
erected a strong Ibur-bastioued fort, in 
wliicn they have located seven ten-inch 
colmnbiads. In the open fields around 
the fort, in the town and above town, 
extending to tlie Little Bayou, tlie rebels 
have their encampments (mostly log 
huts), and the whole is surrounded with a 
well-erected earth- work and ditch, which 
we will have to scale in order to reach 
the town. The land is very low all 
around ISew Madrid, and in times of 
flood, like the present, there is little else 
than water to be seen in any direction. 
On the oi^posite side of the river for 
several miles tlie timber has been cut 
away, which gives a fair range to the 
enemy’s artillery for several miles up 
the river.” ^ 

The enemy were variously estimated 


at from 5,000 to 10,000 men, uridtir a 
distinguished West Point officer, Gen- 
eral I. P. McOown, who liad a.ssiiined 
the chief command on the score of 
seniority of rank. After some skinnisii- 
iiig, the artillery on both sides opened 
fire, and the conflict continued princi- 
pally between the siege batteries of tlie 
Federalists at Point Pleasant and the 
! gun-boats of the secessionists, for several 
days, when the enemy finally gave op 
the struggle, and, - taking advantage of 
a thimder-storin, retreated preci|}itatoly 
during the night to Island Ho. 10, 
leaving behind them tl i e i r ni-ti ] lery , 
field hattories, tents, wagons, mules, and 
a large quantity of stoivs. Geiu'ral 
Pope, ill Ids report* to General linUov.k, 
says — 

“ It is almost impossible t.o give any 
exact account of the imiiuaise cniaii- 
titles of projicrty and supplies left 


* Guuoral Pope, iu liis ollicial rcpca-t, p-ivis 
tletailed aecoiiiit of the Oporalion wliidi led io tho ivtiv;a 
of the enemy from New .Mmlrid : 

“larrired before this town with the ibreea under my 
oommand on Monday, thfOJd iiiHianl. ] fnimd (hi- idae'e 
occupied by five regiracutH of infantry and Keverul com- 
panies ol artillery. One hastiuned earth-work, moiintiny 
fonrleen Imavy f-mns, about half a mile lielmv (he tnwin 
and another irre-nlar work at (he npp..r end of (lie, (nwn, 
inouuthiK seven pieecK of heavy artillery, to-vtiier nilii 
lines ot intreuehmeny between them, constituted the de- 
fensive works. Six g'un-hoats, carryin^^ from four to ei-ht 
heavy guns each, wore aneliored along tlie shore, bet ween 
the upper and lower rodoulits. 

‘Ihe country is perfectly level for mih-s around the. 
place, and as the river wris so higii that the guns of the 
pm-hoats lodred directly over the banks, the atiproaches 
to the to-wii for seven miles were commanded by direct and 
cross-fire from at least sixty guns of heavy calibre, 

“ It would not have been difficult to curry the iutrench- 
ments, but it would have been attended with heavy loss 
and we should not have been able to hold the place liuif 
an hour, exposed to the destructive, lire of the gun-boats. 
As there seemed no immediate hope for tire appearance of 
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in our hands. All their artillery, field 
batteries, and siege guns, amounting to 
thirty-three pieces, magazines full of 
fixed ammunition of the best character, 


several thousand stand of inferior small- 
arms, with hundreds of boxes of musket 
cartridges, tents for an army of 10,000 
men, horses, mules, wagons, intreTicliing 


work ill the trendies. They were supported by Stanley’s 
division, consisting of the Twenty-seventh and Tiiirty- 
irintli Ohio, under Colonel Groeslieck, and the Forty-third 
and Sbity-tiurd Oliio, under Colonel Sialtlj. Ciiptairi 
Morver, First United States Infantry, with compaiiies A and 
H of his regiment, was placed in charge of the siege guns. 

'•The enemy’s pickets and grand guards were driven in 
by Colonel Morgan from the ground selected for the biit- 
teiy, without firing a shot, althongli the enemy fired 
several volle 3 ’s of musketry. The work was prosccuf ed in 
silence, and with the utmost rapidity until, at thi'eo a.5i., 
two small redoubts, connected by a curtain, and mounting’ 
the four heavj- guns which had been sent me, were com- 
pleted, together with rifle pits in front and on the flank, s 
for two regiments of infantry. Our batteries opened as 
soonas the day dawned, and were replied to in front and on 
the flanks by the whole of the enemy’s heavy artillery on 
land and water. As our supply of mrnnimition for heavy 
artillery was very lirniteil, I directed Captaiii Mower to 
fire onlj' occasionally at the enemy’s land batteries, and 
to concentrate all Ids fire upon the gun-boats.. Our guns 
were served bj' Captain Mower with vigor and slcill, and 
in a few hours disabled several of the gun-boats, and dis- 
mounted three of tire heavy gims in the enen:i 3 '’s main 
Avork. Shortly after our batteries opened, one of the 
tweiity-foiir-pound guns ^vas struck in the inuzKle by ,a 
round shot from tl-ie enemy’s batterie.s, and disabled. ; 

“ The cannonading was continued furiously all day by 
the gun-boats and land batteries of tlnj tmemy, but with- 
out producing any impression up(m us. Mc-antime, during 
the whole day, oni’ trunche.s ■were lacing extendetl arid ad- 
vanced, as it wa's mj’’ purpose to push forward our heav.y 
batteries in the course of tlie night to the bank of the 
river. While the cannonading was thus going on on our 
right, I instructed General Paine to make demonstration 
against intrenchments on our left, and supported his 
movements by Palmer’s division. The enemy’s pickeds 
and grand guards wei’e driven into his intrenchments, and 
the skirmishers forced their way do, se to the main ditch. 

‘‘ A furious thunder-storm began to rage, about* eleven 
o’clock that night, and continued almost without inter- 
ruption until morning. Just before daylight, General 
Btanley was relieved in his treuehes witii his dii'i.-iieu by 
General Ihuriiltun, A few minutes after daj’lighr, a flag 
of truce approiidied our batteries witli infoi’mation that 
the enemj' bad evacuated his works. Small jiarlics wi re 
at once udvaueed by General Hamilton to 
whether such Witt the fact, and Captain ISIower, Fir.-t. 
United State.s Infantry, with companies, A iimi !i of tii.at 
regiment, was .sent forward to plant tlie Unitial States 


our own gun-hoat,s, it became necessary to bring down a 
few heavy guns liy land to operate against those of tlie 
enemjn They were accordingly sent for, and, meantime, 
forced reconnoissances were pushed over the whole ground 
and into several parts of the town. Some brisk skirmishes 
resulted, in which the eiiemj’’ invariably retreated precipi- 
tately. It was found impossible to induce them to trust 
any considerable force of their infantiy outside of their in- 
trenchmeuts. As soon as I found that it would be neces- 
sary to await the arri val of our heavy guns, I detei-mined 
to occup 3 *some point on the river lielow, and establish our 
small guns, if possible, in such position a.s to liloelvade the 
river, so far as transports were concerned, and to cut olr 
supplies and reinibreements lor tlie enem}’’ from lielow. 

“Point Pleasant, twelve miles lielow, was selected as 
being in a rich agricultural region , and I»eing the terminus 
of the plauk road from the interior of Arkansas. I aceord- 
inglj^ threw forward Golonei Plummer, Eleventh Missouri, 
to that point, with three regiments of infantry, three com- 
panies of cavalry, and a field battery of ten-pound Pai'rott 
and rifle guns, with orders to make a lodgment on the 
river hank, to line the bank with rifle pits for 1,000 men, 
and to establish his artillery in sunk batteries of single 
pieces between the rifle pits. This arrangement was made 
to present as small a mark as possible to the shells of the 
gun-hoats, and to render futile the use of round .shot from 
their heavy guns. Colonel Plummer marched with all 
speed, and after some cannonading from gnu-boats which 
lie found there, succeeded in making a lodgment, con- 
structing his batteries and rifle pits, and occuiying them 
in sufficient force to maintain them against any open assault. 

“After repeated and persistent cannonading from the 
gun-hoats, the enemy frjuiirl it impossible to dislodge him, 
ami he maintained obstinately his i)o.sitiori, and the block- 
ade of the river to transports during the rvhole of our 
operations. Meantime tlie enemy continued every day to 
reinforce ]S^e^Y Madrid from Island No. 10, until, on the 
PJth, they hud 9,000 infantry, besides a considerable force 
of artillery and nine gnu-boats. Tlie fleet was commanded 
by Conuuodure Hollins ; the land forces by Generals 
SlcCown, Stewart, and Gantt. On the llth the siege guns 
were delivered to Colonel Bissell’s engineer regiment, who 
had been sent to Cairo for that purpose. They were at 
onc(i shippied to Sikestun, readied here at siiiisd. on tlie 
Ifith : were placed in battery fliiring the same night, with- 
in 8i')0 yards on the euemy’,s main work, so as to command 
that and the river above it, and opened fire at daylight on 
the Iflll), just thirty-four hours after they were received 
at Cairo. One hrigafle, consisting of the Tenth and Six- 
tisentli Illinois, under Colonel Morgan, of the Tenth, was 
detailed to cover tlie construction of the battery and to 


tools, etc., are among me spoils. JNothmg 
except the men escaped, and they with 
only what they wore. They landed on 
the opposite side of the river, and are 
scattered in the wide bottoms. I imme- 
diately advanced Hamilton's division in- 
to the place, and had the guns of the 
enemy turned upon the river, which 
they completely command.” 

Such was the precipitation of the 
enemy s flight that “ their dead were 
found imburied, their suppers untouched 
—standing on the tables, candles burnina; 
m the tents — and every other evidence 
of a disgraceful panic. Private baggage 
0.1 oflicers a,iid knapsacks of men were 
left behind. Neither provisions nor am- 
munition were carried off. Some attempt 
was made to carry ammunition, as boxes < 
vithout iinraher wei'o found on the bank t 
ol: tlie I'jver wdiore the steamers had t 
been landed.” 

The whole loss of the Unionists durim. j; 
ttie siege was fifty-one killed and wound- ,s 
od : that of the enemy could not be as- ci 
eertainml. General Pope, after taking ( 
possession of the enemy's works, was t] 
enalflcd to command almost every point n 

the river, with twentyd^^^^ 

position. Whde thus our land forces tc 
were ready at New Madrid to prevent e- 
tiie escape of tlie enemy down the Mis- d^ 

Captain Poctewa.p..oparinglu, ,1, 

fleet t , leseeud tlie riror from above, iu 

xl fo" ““ “ 

" SI 

rite enemy bad, however, in the to 

mean t.me, skilfully availed thcmeelves Ifr 
under the direct supervision of General hr 

Beauregard-who had been appointed, ho 


w V V.a, LIJUIVIU tfj I ( Mil " 

mander-iu-chief of the I)epartm(viit of 


the Mississippi-^of the groat naliiinil ad- 
vantages for defence of IslaiHl No. 10, 
and everything betokened a vigorous 
and perhaps long-sustained resistance 
on their part. The enemy, since iiheir 
defeat at Port Donelson, had been 
aroused to the necessity of .UTeat exi'r- 
tioiis, and calls had been iiiado for IVesIi 
troops from all the secedimg Btidi's 
Beauregard, on assuming' coininaiul on 
the Mississippi, called Goiierai Bragg 
fiom Pensacola to his aid, aiu! nianiri'st- 
ed the greatest activity. His first ardor 
was a fervid apjmal io ihe sjdril ,,r his 


“ Soldiers,” .lie said, [ nsmiiiK^ (Ids da v 
command of the army oft lu' Missis- 
si])pi, for I ho dele.ii(.ic oi' our lionif'- -h 
steads and liberties, and to rirvisi [he. siilt- 
jugation, spoliation, mid (ti.shonor efonr 
people. Our im.ithers and wiies, ,mr 
sisters and children, oigii'ct us to do our 
duty, oven to the sacrilice (,>r oui* }i\('s. 
Our losses since the conimmieenteni oi‘ 
the present war, in killed, woumltMl, and 
prisoners, are now a, flout tlm same as 
those of the oiiemy. ip. nuisli fle maifl' 

; toatonofortlioscrevci'ses we iaiw lately 
oxperiencod. Tlmso reverses, far tVom 
uisheartonmg, must nerve us Io new 
deeds of valor and patriotism, and Ma.mM 
inspire us with an uncourjimralflii del<n-- 
mmation to drive bauk." our invadm.. 
fcUoea any one iu UiIh army be uue.pua 
0 the task before u., let him trUfer 
s urms and equipments at once (o 

• Oiu cause is as just and sacred 





as ever animated men to take up arms, 
and if we are true to it and to our- 
selves, with the continued protection 
of the Almighty, we must and shall 
triumph.” 

The enemy’s troops, as they mustered 
from Louisiana, Mississippi, and Ala- 
bama, were ordered to rendezvous at 
Grand Junction and Jackson in Tennes- 


see, Decatur in Alabama, and Corinth 
in Mississippi, all important points for 
the defence of their positions on the 
Mississippi Diver, the great scene of 
future struggle. Martial law was de- 
clared in Memphis, and great endeavors 
made to protect that important city 
against the approach of the Federal 
forces, by land and water. 
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General Price, skilled in the tactics 
of retreat, had successfully eluded 
the pursuit of General Curtis from 
the interior of Missouri into Arkansas. 
On reaching this State, the rear guard of 
the enemy stood at bay for a short time 
at Sugar Creek, but was soon forced, by 
its eager pursuers, again to turn and 
precipitately to join Price’s main bod}- 
in advance. Price continued liis ilight 
through Bentonville, a postal town, tlie 
capital of Benton County, ahaiidoned 
Cross Hollows, a strong, natural position 
of table-land and raA'iiies, where a force 
under the Confederate General Mclutosli 
had heen long posted ; passed through , 
Fayetteville, the capital of 'VYashington 
County, about thirty-four miles south of 


the borders of Missouri, and after de- 
stroying this once flourishing town, 
sought refuge in the fastnesses of the 
Boston Mountains, where he was joined 
hy General Ben McCulloch with his 
Texans and other reinforcements. The 
Union army under Generals Curtis and 
Sigel had rapidly followed, taking posses- 
sion of Bentonville, where they captured 
a cpiaiitity of baggage that ’was le!t in the 
ruins of Fayetteville and other posi- 
tions abandoned by the enemy in 
their flight. 

The Union army was for a time some- 
what scattered, hut Genei’a.l Curtis ex- 
; pecting ail attack, finally determined to 
coHcontrato his forces. He accordingly 
ordered the v^ario us divisions to move to 
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a position oil Sugar Greek, where it is 
crossed bj the main road from Spring- 
field to Fajetteville, a short distance 
south of Pea Ridge. Curtis having 
called in the scattered detachments, 
formed his line with his front covered 

irniind and the 


forces, 


by a ridge of high g: 
creek. In his rear, to the north, was 
the jimctioii of the Huntsville and Ben- 
toriville roads ; to the west, Pea Ridge 
and the Bentonville turnpike, and to 
the east, the Ilimtsville. On the right, 
CTerieral Sigel was posted in command 
of the first and second divisions ; in the 
C'entre, Colonel Jefilersoii 0. Davis, wiith 
the third division ; and on the left and in 
themear, Colonel Carr, with the fourth.* 

; Idle enemy, aware of the strength of 
the po.sitioii of the Union forces in front, 
perfeetly familiar with the country, and 
hoping to cut tlieni off from their basis 
of operations and supplies, determined 
attack ill the rear. Gen- 
eiai \ari Dorn, who had sueceeded to 
the chief cominand of Bva 


PK, nrxfler Urig.-Oou. PricN 
^uiHiaua, and Texas tr, 
eneral .VcCullooh, alwut 
irokee, Gliiekasaw, and o 
I two wLite rcgiiiuiiits ti 


BATTLE OF PEA RIDGE. SI 


Price in Arkansas, marched from the 
Mar. camp in the Boston Mountains with 
his main body, and took a route 
leading to the rear of the Unionists’ 
position on Sugar Creek. Leaving the 
main road at Fajmtteville, he passed to 
the westward, and traversing Bentonville, 
went northward nearly to the Missouri 
boundary. Here he took the main road 
from Springfield and marched directly 
south toward Sugar Creek, and in the 
rear of the Union army. He had left, 
however, a small force to make a feint 
in front of General Curtis, and a detach- 
ment of Indians under General Albert 
Pike, about two miles on Curtis’ right, 
with the same object. 

The enemy, on their march, fell in 
Mar. the rear guard of General 

Sigel, consisting of the Thirtj^-sixth 
Illinois Infantry and a portion of the 
Second Missouri llegiment. Sigel was 
with this detachment, hastening it for- 
ward to close in with the line on Sugar 
Creek, when he found himself surround- 
ed by a numerous force. He, however, 
succeeded in cutting his way through to 
his main body, with a loss of twenty- 
eight killed and wounded, and a portion 
of the Illinois regiment taken prisoners. 

After this attack by the enemy on 
Sigel’s detachment. General Curtis be- 
came aware that Van Horn had turned 
his flank, and was about to attack him 
on his right or in the rear. He accord- 
ingly prepared for the approach of the 
enemy in this hitherto unexpected direc- 
tion..,,. 

“Hiiring the night,” says Curtis, “I 
became convinced that the enemy had 


moved on so as to attack my rear, there- 
fore, early on the Ttl’i, I ordered a giai*, 
change of front to the right ; my 
right, which thus became my left, still 
resting on Sugar Creek Hollow. This 
brought my line across Pea Pudge, with 
my new right resting on Head Cross 
Timber Hollow, which is the head of 
Big Sugar Creek. I also ordered,” he 
adds, “ an irnmecliate advance of the 
cavalry and light artillery, under Col- 
onel Osterhaus, with ordei’s to attack 
and break what I supposed would be 
the rehiforced line of the enemy. This 
movement was in progress when the 
enemy, at eleven a.m., commenced an 
attack on my right.” 

Colonel Carr was with his fourth divi- 
sion on the right of the 'Cnionists, where 
he had to meet the first onset of the 
enemy. Carr’s line was extended across 
the main road to Springfield, form- 
ing the extreme left and rear of the 
position of General Curtis’ army, before 
he had changed its front, when an attack 
in that quarter became imminent. Carr 
was now in the advance and on the 
right, direct!}’' facing the main body of 
the enemy coming from the north, 
Major-General Van Horn commanded 
their right, and Major-General Price 
their left. As the enemy ad vaiiGed, 
Carr moved along the Springfield road 
to meet them, to a point about four 
miles from the boundary of Missouri. 

“ Colonel Hodge’s brigade,” writes an 
eye-witness, “ filed off upoii a road lead- 
ing to the east from the Elk Horn Hotel, 
and opened its battery upon the enemy, 
who was posted in a wood on a declivity 
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i a position on Sugar Greek, where it is 
I crossed by the main road from Spring- 
I field to Fayetteville, a short, distance 
south of Pea Ptidge. Curtis having 
called in the scattered detachments, 
formed his line with Ms . front covered 
I by a ridge of high ground and the 

! creek. In his rear, to the north, was 

I the Junction of the Huntsville.: and Ben- 
! tonviile roads : to the west,. Pea Ridge 
I and the Bentoiiville turnpike, and to 
: the east, the Huntsville. On the right, 

I General Sigel w:is posted in command 
of tlie first and second divisions ; in the 
centre, Colonel Jefferson 0. Davis, with 
ihc; ihird dividon ; and on the left and in 
the Colonel Carr, with the fourth.* 
Tln^ enemy, aware of the strength of 
I ihf ])oshioii of the Union forces in front, 
pcrh.-etly laniiiiar witli tlie country, and 
hoping to cut tiiem off from their basis 
of operations and sapjdies, determined 
to make their attack in the rear. Geii- 
I era! Tan Dorn, wlio liad succ{*eded to 
i the t‘]iief coinniund ol' the Confederate 

; '■ 'iiiL- i’niuti ill tlic bittld liave lieen. 

! tUuij eiiuiuitrateil : 

(’> A(M.s,.N 1 >1 :l! - 1 X-OJI tEF. 

i!rl;^iwlih‘r-0>ni>;ral Sniiiuel 11. Cuitis. 
i nRvr Divisros. 

Colonel OatorlnuH, commanding. 

, Itiirty-sixlh lilinoiri InfantiT. Tm-lfth Missouri Infantry. 

1 Seveutc'i'uih MUfiouri Infantry. 

Battalion Tiiinl .Missouri Infantry. 

I Tcvo biitUilsoBK Bi-nton lliissurs (cavalry), 

j One iialtaliou Thirty-ninth Illinois Cavalry. 

■ Battery .I, Captaia VVnlfry, .six guns. Battery B, sis guns, 
i riB'T ERuavnE. 

j Colonel Cuh'r. coimuanding. 

j Twouty-iit’th Illinois Infantry, 

i - Borty-unirth. JHinois Infantry. 

I 

: BEUONIi BUIOADB. 

I Colonel Greusel, commanding. 

SECO.\I> niYisiox. 

Brigadier-Crcneral Aslxith, commanding. 


forces, upon being joined by General 

EIKST IiRIGAM3. 

Colonel Schafer, commanding. 

Second Mi.ssonri Infantry. 

Second Ohio Battery (six guns), Lieutenant Chapman. 

SECOSD BMGADE. 

Colonel Joliet commanding. 

Fifteenth Missouri Infantry. 

Captain Elbert’s Flying Battery, six guns. 
vSixth Missouri Cavalry, Colonel Wright. 

Battalion Fourth Missouri Cavalry, Major Messaur. 
General Sigel commanded the iirst and second divi- 
sions, thus filling the position of Field Marshal. 

'HIXED DIVI.SION. 

Colonel Jefferson C. Davis, commanding. 

HRST nraOrADE. 

Colonel Barton, commanding. Eighth Indiana Infantry. 

Twenty-second Indiana Infantry. 

Eighteenth Indiana Infantry. Indiana battery, six guns. 

SECOND liRiaADIO. 

Colonel White, commanding. 

Thirty-seventh Illinois Infantiy. 

Isinth Missouri Tiifiiuiry. Firsi. IMissouri Cavalry. 
Battery, four guns. 

[The Ninth Missouri has been placed on the list of Illinois 
regiments, and norv ranks as the “ Fifty-ninth Illinois.”] 
Fouimr TOViiSioN. 

Colonel Carr, commanding. 

raiST BMGADE. 

Colonel Dodge, oomiuanding. 

Fourth Iowa Infantry. Tkirth-fifth Illinois Infantry. 
First Iowa Battery, Captain Jones, six guns. 

SECOND BMGADE. 

Colonel Vandever, commanding. 

Ninth Iowa Infantry. 

Twenty-fifth Missouri Infantry (Phelp’s regiment). 
Third Illinois Cavairy. 

Dnhuquo Battery, Captain Hayden, six guns. 

The following were not brigaded : 

Third Iowa Cavalry, two l)attalinns, Colonel Bussy. 
Iklountain howitzer liattery, four guns, Captain Stevens. 
Battalion of cavalry, General Curtis’ body guard, Major 
W. I). Bowen. 

The following is the estimate of the enemy’s strength : 


CO JnfAJNDER-rN'-CrilEF . 
jMajor-Gen(iral Earl Van Dorn. 

Missouri troop.s, under Brig.-G(m. Priec, about 9,000 

Arkansas, Ixjuisiana, and Texas troops, under 

Brigadier-General ;\TeCulIooh, about 13,000 

Choctaw, Cherokee, Chickasaw, and otlrer Indian 
troops, with two white reginumts under Briga- 
dier-General Pike, about 7 000 

Estimated aggregate of rebel army under General 

30,000 


Price in Arkansas, marched from the 
Mar. camp in the Boston Mountains with 
his main body, and took a route 
leading to the rear of the Unionists’ 
position on Sugar Greek. Leaving the 
main road at Fayetteville, he passed to 
the westward, and traversing Bentoriville, 
went northward nearly to the Missouri 
hoiindary. Here he took the main road 
from Springfield and marched directly 
south toward Sugar Creek, and in the 
rear of the Union army. He had left, 
however, a small force to make a feint 
ill front of G-eneral Curtis, and a detach- 
ment of Indians under General Albert 
Pike, about two miles on Curtis’ right, 
with the same object. 

The enemy, on their march, fell in 
with the rear guard of General 
Sigel, consisting of the Thirty-sixth 
Illinois Infantry and a portion of the 
Second Missouri Eegiment. Sigel was 
with this detachment, hastening it for- 
ward to close in with the line on Sugar 
Creek, when he found himself surround- 
ed by a numerous force. He, however, 
succeeded in cutting his way through to 
his main body, with a loss of twenty- 
eight killed and wounded, and a portion 
of the Illinois regiment taken prisoners. 

After this attack by the enemy on 
Sigel’s detachment. General Gurtis be- 
came aware that Van Dorn had turned 
his flank, and was about to attack him 
on his right or in the rear. He accord- 
ingly prepared for the approach of the 
enemy in this hitherto unexpected direc- 
tion. 

“During the night,” says Curtis, “I 
became convinced that tiie enemy had 


moved on so as to attack my rear, there- 
fore, early on the 7th, I ordered a 
change of front to the riglit ; iiiy 
right, which thus became my left, still 
resting on Sugar Creek Hollow. This 
brought my line across Pea Ilidge, with 
my new right resting on Head Cross 
Timber Hollow, which is the head of 
Big Sugar Creek. I also ordered,” he 
adds, “an immediate advance of the 
cavalry and light artillery, under Col- 
onel Osterliaus, with orders to attack 
and break what I supposed would be 
the reinforced line of the enemy. This 
movement was in progress when the 
enemy, at eleven a.m., commenced an 
attack on my right.” 

Colonel Carr was with his fourth divi- 
sion on the right of the Unionists, where 
he had to meet the first onset of the 
enemy. Carr’s line was extended across 
the main road to Springfield, form- 
ing the extreme left and rear of the 
position of General Curtis’ army, before 
he had changed its front, when an attack 
ill that quarter became iinminent. Carr 
was now in the advance and on the 
right, directly facing the main body of 
the enemy coming from, the north. 
Major-General Van Dorn commanded 
their right, and Major-General Price 
their left. As the enemjr advanced, 
Carr moved along the Springfield road 
to meet them, to a point about four 
miles from the boundary of Missouri. 

“ Goloiiel Dodge’s brigade,” writes an 
eye-witness, “filed olF upon a road lead- 
ino: to the cast from the £ik Horn Hotel, 
and opened its battery upon the cm.uny, 
wlio was posted in a- wood on a declivity 
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iii front. Tliej were promptly re 
to, and a bri.slv encoLinttsr of artillery 
and iiifaiuij' speedily ensued. Colonel 
1 aridever s brigade i^assed about half a 
mile beyond tbe liotel, and took posi- 
tion on the left of the road. In front of 
them the grouiid descended to a dry 
ravioe, and the opposite bank, which 
was somewhat abrupt and covered with 
low oaks, was held by the enemy. The 
Diibinpie battery opened upon the reb- 
els, and the scattering of some of the 
infantry of tiie latter showed that the 
guns were well aimed. The rebel bat- 
teries^ replied, and at the third fire a 
dmil from their guns blow up one of the 
tiiion hndan* cho.^ts. It was about nine 
A.M.^when the fir.st gun was fired. With- 
in liiteen miimte.s afterward tlie whole 
-e of the divi.sion was fairly engaged: 
Cm exphrsion of the limber chest sliow- 
le reliels that their shots wmro well 
* “’“Ced, and tliej appeared in hirtfe 
numbers, and |)onred in a terrific fiim 

ien minutes after the blowing up of the 

ciiesT, another, belonging to the 
^nme luttoi'y. wa.s exploded in like man- 
nei,^ badly burniug one of ilm caii- 

. This explosion wa.s the sUmd 

h“ 

ing one 

-'A(, V by the infliritry Tlie 
^--nny tell back to their cover; leaviim 

ike enemy now commenced firimr 

A" 

ine bijgade in front 


of them, but produced more etfect upon 
a detachment of infantry stationed in 
reserve near the Elk Horn Hotel. A 
shell burst in their midst,'’ says the 
chronicler before quoted, ‘‘killing two 
men and wounding five others. An- 
other struck in the yard, in the rear of 
the house, in its explosion shattering 
tbe leg of an old regular soldier in 
Quartermaster Carr’s employ. Still an- 
other fell among some horse teams, 
frightening one into ruiining awav, 
directly up the road and over into the 
enemy’s lines, where it was lost. In its 
llight several of our sohliers v’-ere run 
over, one being seriously and tlu-oo 
or feur slightly wounded. The drivers 
d some twenty or more wmgons took 
tright, and started for the ca-mp at full 
f^pecd. Had it not been for the deter- 
mined course of Quartermaster Carr 
who, pistoUn hand, brought them to a 
fiait, a serious stampede would have 
been the result. A solid shot struck tlie 
bouse and passed completely throiigli 
injming no one, as tbe family had taken 
shelter in the cellaj.” 

Colonel CaiT, finding that little was 
to p gained by holding the advanced 


. •' “to ".t'uvaucea 

position ho had assumed, and that the 
eneny were in overpowering f„rc(> 

ythdrew to more tenable gi.ound,ahou; 

a hundred yards to the rear. Here the 
struggle was continued for some time 
the enemy striving to drive their antaol 

oms s from the field, but being long keilt 
at bay by ye well-aimed shots of the 

ymy,howeve, continued toadvlncefo 

eieatei numbers, and with fiercer irnpet- 


s 


CARR’S BARGEE. 



iiosity, firing their double-barrelled fowl- 
ing-pieces, loaded with ball and buck- 
shot, with which they -were armed, and, 
wdien they approached sufficiently close, 
striking with the butt-ends of the gun- 
stocks. They succeeded thus in driving 
the cannoniers away and capturing one 
of our guns. Colonel Carr now again 
•withdrew" his division farther back, until 
he reached some ground near the Elk 
Horn Hotel, on a road which connects 
the Springfield highway with that to 
Huntsville on the east. Here he strove 
to make a stand, and sent back mes- 
senger after messenger, begging for re- 
inforcements. “ Two batteries and three 
regiments, or suirset and darkness, are 
the only alternatives for our safety,’’ 
exclaimed the almost despairing Carr, as 
he found himself overmatched by the su- 
perior numbers of the enemy. In the 
mean time he was again compelled to 
fall back mitil he reached an open field on 
the Springfield road, hardly a mile Iroin 
the Union encampment on Sugar Greek, 
where, finallj’' being reinforced, and the 
much-wislied-for darkness coming on, he 
■was enabled to hold his ground. 

Colonel Osterhaus, commanding the 
•first of the two divisions under General 
Sigel, who had l3eeii sent to meet the 
enemy’s centre, had, in the mean- 
time, met wuth better success. About 
three miles from camp. Colonel Oster- 
haus’ division encountered what was 
siiDPOsed to be a small bodv of the 


enem}^ posted in. the edge of some 
timber and brushwood, and brought 
three guns to hear upon them. After a 
few rounds of shell, gi'ape, and canister, 


the artillery was ordered to cease firing, 
and the Tiiird Iowa Gavalr y moved for- 
ward to complete the clearance of the 
timber. A greater resistance, howevei*, 
than was expected, was met, and tlie 
Iowa Cavaliy were driven back in dis- 
order. The eiieni}' followed up the cav- 
alry in its retrejit, and, taking advantage 
of the confusion, succeeded in capturing 
the tliree guns witli whicli they had been 
shelled. Colonel Osterlia,us brought up 
lii.s Indiana regiments, and after a rapid 
succession of volleys of miisketiy, fol- 
lowed 1w a bayonet charge, retook the 
guns lost but a few moments before. 
Gen. Davis then came forward with liis 
divisioii, the tlurd, and the force of tlie 
enemy being strengthened at the same 
time, a vigorous action comraenced. 
The enemy ].n.‘oiight their artillery into 
position, and a duel of heavj' guns en- 
sued, ending with the enemy abandoning 
tlieir position. A running figlit now fol- 
lowed, and a vigorous pursuit was kept 
up -for two or three .miles, the enemy 
flying toward tlie north in order to foi'm. 
a junction with the force in our rear. 

General Bigel, witli his second divi- 
sion, under the immediate eomniaiid of 
General Asboth, also did good service 
on the extreme left, where a slight dem- 
onstration or feint was made, in sup- 
porting Osterhaus’ and Davis’ attack on. 
the enemy’s centre. General Ashotli, 
after retiring from the pursuit of the 
enem}^', was enabled to go with his divi- 
sion to the rescue of (hjltmel Cari', 
This was the reiiiforeinneut l»y -wliifli 
the latter succeeded in holding the 
ground to whidi ho had lieou driven. 
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Tims closed the &st day of the >striig- 
gle of P ea Pvidge. The enemy had not 
only disclosed a skilful strategic move- 
ment, but had almost siicceedecl in 


bringing it to a successful issue. The 
Unionists, with a numerous and des- 
perate enemy in their rear, between 
tlieiii and the borders ^ of Missouri, to 
wliicli alone they could look for supplies 
arid reinforcements, were in a position 
wliicli seemed to offer little ground for 
encouragement. Both officers and sol- 
diers, however, were determined to do all 
that courage could effect, but looked for- 
W(.-rd to the coming day wit] i more doubt 
ihrm liope. ihat night is grapliicahy de- 
-■'Cribed ] ij a campaigner.'^' 

ihe linos of tlie contending armies 
dining the night were not more than 
1'hrec Imndred yards apart, and each 
pni-ty lasted on its arms, and passed the 
long lioiirs till dawn without lighting 
ihvs. -The air was still, and conversiv 
tn»ii was carried on in low voices and 
whispers^ through fea.r that ordinary 
time.s would ho overheard. 

‘'■In the main camp of the army 
everyihi,jg was bustle and coininotion. 
uoliee, bread, and meat were prepared 
and sent out, with blankets and over- 
coats, for the comfort of those wlio had 
so nobly fought during the day and 
were mtemding to renew the conllict at 
dawn. General Sigol and Colonel Davis 
had retuined, and were making all 
pi-epararion to throw their whole "force 

wer 

ewstdlatM 

— melo- 


dioiis— became doubly dismal and dis- 
cordant. The poor animals had been 
without food for forty-eight hours, and 
without water for twenty-four hours. 
They had been standing in harness since 
daybreak, and their usually hoarse tones 
gradually softened to a low, plaintive 
moan that was painful to hear. 

“ Most of the officers were fearful of 
the results of the conflict on the mor- 
row, since those of the day's battle had 
been so unfavorable. Some turned their 
thoughts upon escape ; but saw not how 
it was to he accomplished, as our only 
lilies of retreat lo (he uortli wore eoiii- 
pletely cut off Among Ihe soldiers, as 
tlioy sat by the camp firoH, there was 
generally but one expression, ‘ ’WT’! must 
fight like heroes, or suiTonder to 
rebels. There is no .falling safely hack, 
as there was at Wilson Creek. ()[n* 
only alternative is des])orate iiglitiim' 
and we will alJ do our host.' 

“Around headr|uarters most of the 
commaiidei's passed a sleepless nio-fit 
Though there were but 'few wmHs 
spoken, nearly every one felt that Ihe 
following dawn would hut usher in our 
deleat. General Sigel brought liis divi- 
into camp, where it wa,s ready ut 
call, and tlien calmly hiy down to slooi) 

Co oiiel Dav^is moved his command at 
midnight, and anxiously waited tlir 
coming ligJit. The Commande.-in -chief 
iv-as hopeful but fearful. Colonel Uodyc 
•me -oloiiel Vandevei,' sent in fov ,i f,.esi, 
supply of ammunition, and a.bout mid- 
wght Tisited the camp in person to swal- 
ovf a sup of coffee and return to the 
field. Ambulances were iu constant 



motion, brmgiiig the woimded to the 
hospitals prepared for their reception, 
and surgeons were active in relieving 
the wants of the sufferers. 

“ In the action of the day the Iowa 
regirnents had suffered fearfully. Nearly 
two hundred each had been the loss of 
the Iowa Fourth and Ninth, and the lat- 
ter had not a single field officer fit for 
duty. Its colonel was commanding a 
brigade, its lieutoiianr-colonel (IleiTon) 
■was made prisoner while gaJlantly cheer- 
ing his men, aftei' bjsiiig a Injrse and re- 
ceiving a severe wound ; and its major 
a,nd adjutant were disabled and in the 
hospital. Still none of the men -were 
dcspoiidoiit, but 'were all ready lor the 
work of the morrow. From the camp 
of a G-ermaii regiment, the notes of 
some plaintive air, possibly a love ditty, 
W'Cre wafted on the breeze in words uii- 
iiitelligibie to my ear. It reminded me 
that long ago, in the Crimea, on the 
night before the storming of the Mala- 
koff* the entire British army in the 
trenches before Sebastopol joined in 
singing a famous Scottish ballad, one of 
the sweetest ever Ivnown : 

Tlioy fcfiiig’ of love and not uf I'uuie ; 

Forgot was Britain’s glory, 

Each lioart rccullerl a difi’orent nauu;, 

But all .‘^aiig iUiniu Laurie, 

“ Daybreak and sunrise at last. Not 
the bi’iglit, clear sim that rose over Aus- 
tei’litz and cheered Napoleon to his great 
victory, but a dull, copper-tinted globe, 
slowly pushing itself up through the 
murky cloud of cannon smoke that even 
the long hours of a winter night had 
not dispelled. The heavens soon be- 
came overcast, as if the elements them- 


selves foreshadowed an inipeiiding ca- 
lamity. Every ear -was open to catch 
the sound of the first dull boom of can- 
non, and every eye was watching for 
the first curling wreath of smoke that 
should usher in the contest of the Sth.” 

G-erieral Curtis having become con- 
vinced that the eiierny had concen- 
trated their main force on tlie right, 
'began another change of front, so as to 
face the enemy ’where they had deployed 
on his right in a strong position. While 
this movement was in progress, the bat- 
tle of the 8th of March opened at simrise 
by a fire from the centre and right of the 
Union forces. Colonel Carr’s division 
was placed in the centre, Colonel Davis’ 
division on the right, and CTeiieral Sigel 
on the left ; the whole force being con- 
centrated to the north and rear of the 
camp. During the night the enemy Iiad 
planted their strongest batteries on a hill 
on their right, about two hundred feet 
high, with a slope to the north, but with 
precipitous sides, where it faced our 


cover 


under 


this the main effort of the day was 
directed, whi(jh. devolved upon General 
Sigel in command of oar left, direcll}’’ 
facing the eminence. This skilful com- 
mander deliberately prepared for the as- 
sault, and did not fire a gun until every- 
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sliortij after taken in the tin 
by, and still another spike 
e I piece on the estrerne riglit of Davit 
i division.-’ 

s however, with his artillery, wai 

1 executing the great work of the day 

; After enduring the feaiful cannonade 
■ for two hours and a half, the cnemj 
finally broke from their strong position 
on the hill, and fled. “My left,” says 
General Curtis in his official report, 
“ under General Sigel, moved close ti 
the lulls occupied by the euemv, driviin^ 
liim from the heights, and advancing 
steadily toward the head of the hollows 
I immediately ordered the centre and 
nght wing forward, the right turning 
the left of the enemy, and cross firhit 
on his centre. This final position of 
the enemy was in the arc of a circlo. 
A charge of infantry, extending through- 
out the whole line, completely routed tlie 
whole rebel force, which retired in great 
confusion, but rather safely, tlirougi, the 
deej3, impassable defiles of cross timber.” 
were I f continued to pursue the 

atin-e miles, and succeeded 

?tme in capturing a number ol' prisoners ■, 

considerable quantity or wa^^^ loaded 

with^ 

POSI- nearly a thousand stand of anus The 
, g™"'''!. As hills and ravines and 

ves ^trcfcliesofw„od,thatitwasimp:s,si 

hem te • '-'‘'>"l-va- 

ucm tne impujutjn 

The appearances of the hih ■ ] 

woods shollod by General SigeVs dT 
I sion attests the teriinc shower of mis- 


near 


uLtrfbwjiiuj. intervals of from five to fif- 
teen iiiiniites rest. The enemy respond- 
ed fr-oiii the hill with spirit and wdth 
Well-Mimed shots. Their fire was less 
eliective than that of Sigel, w^ho suc- 
ceeded in dismounting several of their 
gnus, which they, however, rapidly re- 
placed with otiiers. 

lu tin, inean time, while this cannon- 
ade hfdween the niain force of the enemy 
Hi and about tlic hill and our left was 
on the center and right, under 
-aiT and Davis, had been steadily ad- 

, . , . ^T^on their 

aniugonists’ position; They had finally 

ivuclied tlie bei’ders of a wood, by which 
the enemy wore covered, when a 

tery ol three guns, in front 
'-^pai.'c on the left of the ro£ 
hoeame ti'oiihlesome, and 
i^<-sued for a bayonet charg 
It. Just at this moment a I 
blew away the smoke from 
the rebels, revealing their 
tion. The Twelfth Missour 
nated tbr the honor of taki 
tery, and nobly acquitted 
advancing at the pas de eha 
terrible musketry fire, posse 
Shelves of the guns and ho‘ 
until their supports came u' 

Ol their men were killed in i 
and a large ■» 


van cm 


unirj.o’ 



o± a shell, and near it a musket, broken 
into three pieces. Still farther along 
was the bodj^ of a rebel soldier, who had 
been killed by a grapeshot tliroiigh the 
breast. A letter had fallen from liis 
pocket, which, on exaiiimation, proved 
to be a long and well-wi’itten love epistle 
from his hetrothed in East Teiin essee. 
Around him in all directions were Ids 
dead and dying comrades, some stretched 
at full length on the turf, and others con- 
torted as if ill extreme agony. The earth 
was thicklj^ strewn with shot and frag- 
ments of shell. 

“The bursting of shells had set fire to 
the dry leaves on the ground, and the 
woods were b'ui'uing in every direcl'Kai. 
Elibrts were made to I'einove the woiinfl- 
cd before tlie (lames should I'each tlieni, 
and nearly all were itilven to })Ia,ces of 
vsa(ety. Se-^'crul were afterward (bund 
in secluded spots, some of tJiem still 
alive, but horribly burned and blackened 
by the conflagration. 

“The rebels, in nearly every in.siance, 
removed Iho shoes from the dead and 
mortally woundeil, both of their ouii 
army and ours. Of all the coi'pses T sa-w, 
I do not think oiie-tweiiiielh had been 
left with their shoes untouched. In 
some cases pantaloons were taken, and 
occasionally an overcoat or a blouse was 
missing. A large niimlier of the killed 
among the rebels were shot tlii'ougli the 
head, while the inajority of our dead 
were shot tJirough the bi'cast. The 
rebels, wherever it was possible, firtnl 
from cover ■ and as often as a head ap- 
peared from behind a tree or hush, it 
became a mark for our men. Tlie Tduion. 


siies mat leii upon 
over the ground immediately after the 
flight of the enemy and tiie pursuit by 
our forces, I found it,” says the writer 
before quoted, “thickly strewn -with 
dead and wounded, most of them hav- 
ing fallen by the deadly artillery pro- 
jectiles. Tree after tree was shattered 
or perforated by shot and shell, and 
many were tilled with grape and canis- 
ter balls. One tree was pierced through 
and through by a solid shot, its top 
shivered by a shell, and the base of its 
trunk scarred by seventeen canister and 
rifle balls. In one place lay the frag- 
ments of a battery wagon, wherein a 
sliell bad exploded, utterly destroying 
the wagon and killing two mules which 
had ]>cen its motive power, A ruined 
caisson and five cannon-wliecls were ly- 
ing near it. Two dead artillerymen 
■‘.vei'e stretched on the earth, each killed 
by a grapc'slujt, and by tlieir side wuis a 
third, ga„sping his last, with his side laid 
open by a tragmeiit of a shell. Oil the 
hill, wlicre the cannonade Iiad been 
sevnre, trees, rocks, and earth bore wit- 
n-'ss to its fierceness. Fifteen wounded 
]’e])els lay in one group, and were pite- 
ously ijiiploring eticli passcr-b}^ for water 
and relief for their wounds. A few rods 
from them was another, -wljose arm had 
been torn off by a caniioii-sliot, leaving 
tlio severed meinher on the ground a 
few feet distant. Eear liim uvas the 
dead body of a rebel, whose legs and 
one ai'in. had been shattered by a single 
shot. Behind a tree a fe^y yards distant 
was stretched a corpse, with two-thirds 
of its head blown away by the explosion 


tving 





troujiS fftinorally stood iii raJiks, and, ox-* bodies sbaiiielully i)iaiia,’lcd, and oxpross- 
fii.)t wlicii skininsldiig, made no use of es a liope iliai this impoj'taiil. stniggh; 
ob;e«/is of protection.” ma}' not degoiierale to a savage war- 

Tlic loss of the Union troops in this fare.” 

.-evere eonlliet was, killed, 203, woimd- This referi'ed to the ha.rl)arif ies of the 
ed, 072, and missing, ITG. The enemy, Indian allies, who, to the nuiiiher of 
in their report, deedared that “ the fight- 2,200, fought in the ranks of the enemy, 
ing was the litost desperate on rccoj'd. under the conmiand of General Allau't 
Our loss was immense ; that of the cue- Pike, a native of Massachusetts, lni(. a 
my unknown. Generals McCiilloeh and most inveterate advoca.te of slawo’y. 
IMeliUo.di Vv'ere both killed on the 7th The whole force of the emmiy, iiududing 
histunl (Marcii). General Plack was these savages, lias heon ('slinialed a,s 
mortally wounded j General Price was high as 35,000, while ilia, t of the Uiiion- 
teliglith- wounded in the arm.” The eiio- ists was not moi-e tluiii 8,000. 
mj's surgeons confessed to a loss ” of General Van Don f-'‘ is entitled to tlu'- 
1,100 killed, and from 2,500 to 3,000 credit of superioi* sfr-ategy, in liaving 
wounded.'’ so successfullv turned tin* Union army 

“ Bo far as I can ascertain,” writes and interposed his whole (breo between 
General Van Dorn, in his report, “our it aud the boundary of Missouri. P>y 
losses amount to about 600 killed aud this well-conducted moveinont, Curtis 
wounded, ■ and 200 prisoners, and one was inclosed in a most dangerous posi- 
cannon, wdiich, having become disabled, tlou, Irom which he was only rescued by 
I ordered to be thrown into a ravine. the skilful artillery tactics of General 
“ The force with wdiich I went into Sigel and the stubborn courage of our 
action was less than 14,000 men ; that brave soldiers. The Government, how- 
of the enemy is variously estimated at ever, has, with imroflectiiig liaste, hon- 
froin 1 <,000 to 24,000.” ored the Commauder-in-chiof wuth a 

A correspondence in regard to the major-generalship. The same rewa-rd 
wounded took place between General bestowed upon Sigel is but a fair filb- 
Van Bom and General Curtis, in the ute to a skilful commander, wlio has 
course ofwhich the aide-de-camp of the added to his other notable deeds that 

rescuing the whole army of Missouri 
iiio uota-rai j-egrels ihatwe find on from disgrace or total destruction. 

Ibe haiiie-field. oonti-ary to civilized " — , _.._J _ 

1\ a I liirr;, many o:* (he I'ederal dead who * Van l>om is said tu have eshanstod his ani- 
V'cn? luimi}iauki.;d. led and their obliged to resort to stones fur the 
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The tliird great naval and military 
expedition designed to act upon 
the Southern coast, and thence to 
advance into the interior of the Confed- 
erate States, in co-operation with the 
Federal armies, after rendezvousing at 
Jan, Fortress Monroe, sailed thence at 
midnight on the 11th of January. 

The expedition, consisting of over a 
hundred steam and sailing vessels, trans- 
ports, gun-boats, and tugs, and from 
fifteen to twenty thousand troops, ehiefiy 
from New England, had been in prepa- 
ration but two months, and yet was one 
of the most complete and formidahle 
ever fitted out. 

G-eneral Ambrose Everett Burnside 
w^as chosen the coinman der-in-chief — an 
officer wdio had, by the completeness of 
]ii.s military education, his enterprising 
character, and the patriotic spirit ho had 
alroaily exhibited in the present war, 
inspired the utmost coiifidein'e in his 
leadership. 

Burnside was horn at Libeidy, Union 


County, Indiana, on the 2Sd of May, 
1824. In 1842, at the age of nineteen; 
he entered the Militaiy Academy at West 
Point, and graduated in 1847, when he 
became a second lieutenant in the Second 
United vStates Artilleiy. In September 
of the same year, being transferred to 
the Third Artillery, he served in the com- 
pany of Captain Braggy now one of tlie 
foremost generals in the enemy’s service, 
and marched with CTenerai Patt erson h 
division to Mexico, where he remained 
until the end of the war. 

Suhsequently, while secoiid lieutenant 
in the same company, he was eiigoged 
for several years in tlie campaign against 
the Indians of New Mexico, and in 
August, 1849, gi-eutly distinguished him- 
self in a skirmish, with the Apaches at 
Los Yegas, routing them, killing eight- 
een, capturing nine, and a imiuher of 
horses. For his spirit and siu-cess on 
this occasion he was promoted to a lirM 
lieutenancy. 

Ill the commission appointed to set lie 



: ‘lie l-,o.»Klai',r lino Iwtv.-,,eii Me.xico aiirl 

r.mied .Slates, Bun, side served 
! 'Ji‘''‘'ienua,sk-r: and in 18dl, a.s dearer 
: 01 d,sj,atclie,s from Coloucd Graham (o 

I - J -^sic ejit rilimore, perlormod the mem- 
oaaljJe feat of riding on liorsehaek iviDi 
I nn e«»rt of )-,„t tin-,,,, men, from the 
■ ala Elvei- aero.s3 Ihe plain.s, in sevenleeii I 
‘lays, over a spare of 1,200 miles lliro.mh I 

I a region hoset I, y hostile Tmlians. 

j Burnside ma.s iioiv posted at Port 
-ioams, m Xeivport Harbor, hut. like 
I m:nir of ihe most enlerprising of our 
" ''^'-‘‘'‘1. tiring- of the inacliiify of a 
military .stalion, in peace, resisned his , 
‘■om.ms.s.on m LSo.S, and sought in civil , 
lile a more ytirriiig scone of labor ^ 

Hia-ing invented ,x “ hroeeh-Joading 1 
fie. he devoted himself to its maim'- t 

era'lriri- mr!'-' to c 
all his moans, during the ad- 1 

~at..m ofBuehanan,hy the promise ; 

of tJie secretary of n-ar. Plovd that it ' 

-ouldbe adopted by the Gm^men I h 

hi "’-^‘■"Polous le 
mbhe olheer is .supposed to hare made , 

contrael avith another inventor, by 

t^hom he was promised a share of flm L. 

l>J-ofils, and the “ Burnside rifle” wis ,-e' ^ 

the Government patronage 

-‘I'lon withdrawal of the e.vp;etod oil- -! 
tom of a prodigal purchaser deprived am 
ItmiLsido of the aritieiraitcd m-oflts m- i , 

fto custom of Z r ^ “ig 

l>-purchase?con ider7i~‘’ 

considerable quantities of hay, 


THE tl'A]i iriTII TXIK .SOUTIT. 


and I his rino,s, now extcnsiyely used in tin 
ti. as army. 

airor Bui-iiside was soon after employed bv 
ii to tlie Illinois Central ibiih-oad Gomiiaiiv 
‘Ora- as the President of tlio Laud O-rme nj 
«th partmont, and has tlie credit of h,iyi„„ 
m pel focted tlie jiresent time-table arran..-e- 
eeu ment for railroa.l trains. On receiy;;:,- 
iigh this appomtmeut, he rernoyed with his 
r ife, whom he had nnin-ied at Bristol 

o.-t m Bho,y Islaml, to Cliioago. Who™ im 

reyweu and strengthened his relarion.s 
"■m tvuh Gmieral Jlct.-lellan, then associated 

Ids ( - ,1 I'Vu 

I -e dial Lailroad Gompauy. Burnside 
siibeeqnently upp„i,i(ed treasurer of (In’ 
„„ '-omoyed to Hew York, where 

f '"’'“g ''«otod liv Go,-ernor 
■- ^F-ague of lihode Islaml.to take <h 
to command of the First Eegiment of 
VoiunteorR of that Rnio ti ■ 

t f - militia of El, ode 

. W id.^ he readily aceopted the cull, to 

e ril ri and marched 

dh the regiment to dPashiiigton. Here 

I dm-mg the d,,y,s of amviefy and doubt’ 
lyicii mo capital was in danger, Buni- 
. conspicuous for his energy 

m Feparmg his soldiers for duty His 
a-egmieut wns noted for its dkiphne 

battle of Bun Eun ho sei-yod as a bri! ': 

on that disastrous day. myin„. „„ 

'71® of self-commaml *d iutlidiK: 

'' uc i, it it had been generally followed 
might have turned the dof^t in o 

-tory. He, howeye, iss; ,o“d t; 
bavo strcnuonsly objected, fro “wba l e 
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knew of tlie imperfect condition of the for eighteen years ; had been engaged | ! 

army of the Potomac, to trust it at that twelve on duty ashore, and passed some ! j 

early day in an assault upon an in- eighteen without active occupation, when i } 

trenched enemy. he was appointed to the command of the j . I 

Burnside’s merits were at once recog- United States frigate Congress. From I 1 

nized by the Government, and he was this vessel he was called to supersede ; 1 

soon made a brigadier, and subsequently Captain Striiigham in the comniand of ! 

a major-general. The leadership of the one-half of the Atlantic Blockading ) 

expedition, as will be proved by its his- Squadron. He hoisted his flag on board I ! 

tory, could not have been trusted to a of tlie steam frigate Minnesota, and had i | 

more competent person. been stationed for some time in Hanip- j | 

Burnside has all the characteristics of ton Beads, off Fortress Monroe, when ! i 

' ■ i I 

the popular hero. Tall and graceful in he sailed as the commander-in-cliief of j j 

person, active in movement, a bold and the naval portion of General Burnside k i i 

skilful horseman, and confident in bear- expedition. Although by the act of i I 

ing, with a dash, perhaps, of defiance, Congress, which retires all officers who j | 

which comes from his martial training, have served over forty- five years, Golds- i I 

he is a noticeable person. Though livety borough is nominally withdrawn from j j 

and affable in conversation, and fond of the service, he has proved, by his active j ! 

society, there is a certain emphasis in and able performance of duty, that he is ] I 

maimer, and a positiveness of opinion, really one of the most efficient com- i 

denoting a self-reliance, independent of manders in the navy. j 

the applause of those who surround him. While the great expedition was being j 
A high forehead and projecting eye- fitted out, the utmost secn^cjj wms affeefeg r 
brows are the external indications of the ed, but although many at the Xorth were i 

man of reflection, and his premature perplexing themselves with specidatfons |vj 

baldness giving greater gravity to his as to its destination, tlie eiieiny at the k ^ 

appearance, adds to the impression of South, with their usual prescience, as j 
the seriousness of his character. He is will he seen, had, been enabled to divine 

but thirty-eight years of age, but WT)uld the direction of the blow' and prepare : j 

be generally considered much older. for it. 

The chief command of the fleet was Although most of the vessels of the j 
given to the veteran naval officer Golds- expedition left Hampton Eoads during | 

borough. Louis M. Goldsborough was the night of January 11th, there were | 

born in Maryland, but received his ap- othei’s which did not sail until the next, | 

pointment in the navy, wdiich he entered and even the day after. The expe- | 

(iition, like that to Port Boyal, m- j I 
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THE ATTACK OK ROANOKE ISLAKD. 


portaiit poRitioii. ^i'lioy had erected Five 
fortn to defend the .sLoi'es and stronadv 

O */ 

inti’cnehed a camp in the centre of the 
ishiiid, where they had mustered a force 
of several thousand men, under the com- 
mand of Major-Cfeneral 11. G. Hill, of 
Hortlj Carolina. Tlie}’^ had, moreover, 
striven to obstruct the channel leading 
to Albf.'marlc Sound by sinking vessels 
and di’iving piles across Groataii Sound 
from the mainland to the island, and 
had. stationed beyond a llotilla of eight 
gun-boats. 

A re(,a')nnoissancc having been previous- 
ly made by Captain (loldsboroiigh, he 
moved with his fleet, consisting of tliir- 

inoxith of xvliich i.s only divided from North Jtiver, the 
riouth (jf whiclj is tlu; south era teriniiuisof the Albeniarle 
.'lad Chesupesike iiari.'^atiou, by a iiarrotv neck of land 
kuotvii fis Nortli Point, 

“ The wati;]' helweeii Roanoke Island and the banks is 
knotvn as Roanoke Soniifl, ami is not navigal.ilf>. There 
are no lunar tides, and any ricie or fall in Albemarle and 
Croatan .sriuuds is due to tho winds or the state of the 
rivers. As for our nnsius of resistance and defence, we 
can only trust that tliev may l)e adequate. Of counso we 
tvfiuld not now .state; tvliat they arc, even if we knew, 
wiiich we elo luif pur tied iy. 

“Eoiinoke Islanel is about fifteen miles from Hutteras 
Inlet.” 

» T'he tiuct \vii.s thus comjji.'Si;d : 

.■Ssraic-, 3 . ComraaiMlers. : Guns. 


1. 

Brickner 

..Acting Muster . I. C. Giddings.. 

1 

2. 

t ^ ......... 

. . ..ti’iiiig Master S. A. Mcnermuicl . 

2 

ti. 

ChasHs-'ur 

. ..Lieut. Com. John tVest 

c. 

4. 

( 'uni. Burney. . 

. .Lieut. Com. R. 1). Ren.shaw... 

2 

5. 

Cum. .Perry . , . 

..Lieut. Com, C. H. Fliisser 

2 

0. 

Itelawiiro 

. .Lieut. Com. 8. P. Quackenlmsli. 

o 

u 

7. 

Granite 

. .Acting Muster E. Boomer 

1 

8. 

Grenade 

. .Commander W. B. Avery 

3 

9. 

Gen. Pntuinn. . 

. . Actiu.g Mafetor IV. J. Hoskiss. . . 

2 

10. 

Ilnzxar 

. . Acting Muster Fred. Crocker , . . 

4 

11. 

Iluv.chbae.k . . . 

. .Lieut. Com PI il. Calhoun 

4 

12. 

HvOA! 

. .Lieut. Cfiiu. II. K. Davenport. . . 

2 

13. 

.T. N. Seymoitr. 

, .Acting Master F. 8. Welles. 

2 

14. 

Louisiana 

..Acting Master Hooker 

4 

15. 

Lockwood .... 

. .Acting Master 8. L. Graves 

3 

10. 


. .Acting Masteir B, Mt»rl(;v. ..... 

4 

17, 

Mni'se 

. .Acting Master Peter HavC‘.s 

2' 

IS. 

PJliladcdphia . . 

. . Aciiiig Master Silas Reynolds. . 

1 


ty-one gun-boats, on the morning of tlie 
5th of h'ebruaiy, toward Croatan pieij, 
Sound, and on the 7tli began the 5. 
attack on the eiieiny’s forts on either 
side. The gun-boats advanced in three 
coiimins. The first was led by the 
‘‘ Stars and Stripes,’’ Commander Wor- 
den ; the second by the Louisiana, Com- 
rnaiider MiiiTay, and the third by the 
: Hetzel, (Jormnaiider Davenport. Gap- 
tain Goldsboro ugh was on board tlie 
SouthfieM, accompanied bjAhe gun-boat 
Underwriter. These two vessels began 
the attack at 11 o’clock in the morning, 
wdtli a fire upon the enemy’s fort at Pork 
Point. In half an hour afterward the 
eiiga-geiiient became general, 171111 a 
spirited caimonade on both sides, in 
which the enem 3 ’-’s gun-boats above the 
obstructions in Croatan Sound took 
part. In less than an hour the eneiiiy’s 
flotilla WTis forced to retire beyond the 
reach of our guns, after one of the 
vessels, the Curlew, became so ('Ij.-^.-fnled 
that she ivas obliged to sec-k rt^iugv un- 
der the guns of a fort on tlie miunland. 
Captain Goldsborough now ci.^nci'Uiinled 
his fire upon the battery at .I’oiL .Coim., 


Rallies. Cuniuiarti.ie!’s. finiis. 

19. Pioneer Awing- Master Churles .S. Baker. 4 

:J10. Pickel b-unu Mu'.b'i- i* Jvr.- 4 

21. l;n(jki.-t Ma-u-r Jaim Bake.... ;! 

22. Ikuiyer Av! inu .Ma;- ter .1 B. ('hjl.l., o 

211. Stiir-i aiul Srnpes. .Lkr.i. (.’lUU. Worden u 

24. Sunt ii belli Lii-ut. (.uu. iSeliin 4 

25. SluiwUieue A'-ting- Mussi-rT. W. oih^.urd, 2 

2fi. Shrapnel Lieiu. Cum. Kd. Staph s ...... . b 

27. I'uiler writer Lieiil. C- in. Ji.j£ers 4 

28. V:dl'-y City .I.kuii. Com. .T. (.*. (.’kaplin ..... ,5 

29. Vhhne 4 

So. Wliitciii ad, , . . . . T.ient. <’>.5u. I’les,!.;) 1 

111. Vuun.u' Rover Aesiii.g: M.-id-r I. B. Siuuli-y , . . 5 

.Total guns.. ')4 
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wliich responded but feebly, /it 
o cloek in the eyening, Captain GohU- 
boroiigli signalized his fleet to withdraAv 
and thus closed the first day’s action 
Many of the Federal gun-boats had been 
sti lick, but none of them were seriously 
injured. Three men only had been kill- 
ed and some ten won n /lari 


, «« « xmige oi xnree-cjiiar- 
or more, being as near as 
water would allow. The 
vigorously for awhile, until 
^ away, the barracks 
. began to fidl 
constant dropping of I 


their flag was shot j 
set on fire, and the works 
to pieces under the 
our shells. 

It wms now that G-eneral Burnside 
lu epared to land his troops. The place 

chsembarkation chosen was Ashby’s 
on Boanoke Island, about two 
the same side as 
troops, at two 
,an to land, the enemy with 
men and a batters nf 


•Harbor, { 
miles below and 

Pork Point. As the 

0 clock, beg; 

tf ibrce of 2,000 

tliree pieces occupied the neighboriur 
«PPOsa them. A shower of 
however, fi-om the gun-boats soon 
hisi,ersed the enemy, and General Biirn- 

sidc was enaMed; to continue the tedious 

, p todmg his troops. About mid- 

had succeeded in placing on the 

and a force of nearly 11,000 men 
Vio «ere conveyed from the transports 

J.1 small steamers and launches ; but; 
sue 1 was the shallowness of the water 
on approaching the shore, that each 
nun was obliged to wade for a quai-ter 

of a mile waist-deep to the land. ^ 

11 pc mean time, while the troops 

‘urf 1 flotilla re- 

- ined and renewed its fee, which 

-^pgorously answered by se;eral of 

-Ivderal gun-boats. The 
“f Justed an hour, when i 
f ivere again forced, after snfferincr i 

■ els, and oui- gun-boats directed their b 

■eagamst Port Barton at Port pi 







on the island, at a range of three-quar- 
ters of a mile or more, being as near as 
the depth of water would allow. The 
enemy replied vigorously for awhile, until 
tlieir flag was shot away/the barracks 
set on hre, and the works began to fall 
to pieces under the constant dropping of 
our shells. ^ 

It was now that G-eneral Burnside 
pimpared to land his troops. The place 
of disembarkation chosen was Ashby’s 
Harbor, on Boanoke Island, about two 
miles below and on the same side as 
Tork Point. As the troops, at two 
0 clock, began to land, the enemy with 
a force of 0,000 men and a battery of 
three pieces occupied tbe neighboring 
woods, to oppose them. A shower of 
«]iell however, from the gun-boats soon 
dispersed the enemy, and General Burn- 
side was eualfled to continue the tedious 
labor of landing Ids troops. About mid- 
night lie had succeeded in placing on the 
island a foine of nearly 11,000 men 
who were conveyed from the transports 
by small steamers and launches : hut 
such was the shallowness of tlie watei' 
on approaching the shore, that each 
man was obliged to wade for a quarter 
01 a mile waist-deep to the land. 

In the mean time, while the troops 

yro landing, the enemy’s flotilla re- 
turned and renewed its fire, which 
was vigorously answered by several of 
the federal gun-hoats. The eiigao-e- 
Hient had lasted an hour, when the 
enemy were again forced, after siifferin»' 
oonsiderable damage, to withdraw their 
yssels, and our gun-boats directed their 
U' against Port Hartoii at Pork Point, 


which responded hut feebly. At siv 
o’clock in the evening, Captain Golds- 
borough signalized his fleet to withdraw, 
and thus closed the first dry’s action’ 
Many of the Federal gun-boats had been 
struck, but none of tliem were seriously 
injured. Three men only had heen kili- 

ed and some ten wounded. 

^ At an early hour next morning, the 
Federal troops, which laid landed 

to the lunnher of 11,000 men during 

the night, moved forwai’d to the attacik 
of the enemy’s intrenchment in tlie cen- 
tre of the island, about five miles distant 
h'om Ashby’s Harbor, tlie place of dis- 
embarkation. Gene cal Postei- assnmino’ 
general command as next in rank to 
General Burnside, who .renn:iined at the 
landing, led tlie advance, and was fol- 
lowed by the main body, u mler the com- 
mand of Generals llcno and Parke, 

At eight o’clock in. the morning, Gen- 
eral Foster readied tin. em.miy’s posi- 
tion, whicli had been well chosen, on a 


pittc of gioiiiid Hanked on either side 
by a mo.rass. A. narrow (aiuscway was 
the only approach to their works" and 
this they Bad protected by nii onrth-woi’k 
mounting tliroe guns, while witldn the 
mtrenchmerits there wa.s nuisli'ivd a 

force of some two or three thousand 
men. 

GeiieKil Foster having placed ],i,sa,rtil- 

ery which consisted of ,si.v or eiglit 
mortars from the naval hiumdics— in 
rout, opened fire, which wa,s followed 
by a discharge from the infantry in .sup- 
port. The enemy re.sponded' brisklv 
but in spite of Iheir heavy fire and proi 
Loctedpusiuon. fi.meral Po.ster continued 
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CAPTURE OP ROANOKE ISLAND, 


to move forward steadily. As Generals 
Eeno and Parke came up with their re- 
spective divisions, they made a detour 
to the right and left of the enemy with 
the view of flanking them. The wliole 
force was now steadily closing in upon 
the intrenchinents, when, at twelve 
o’clock, G-eneral Foster ordered Colonel 
Hawkins, with his New York Zouaves 
and the Tenth Gonnecticut Hegiment, 
to charge with bayonets upon the bat- 
tery which commanded the causeway. 
A simultaneous movement was made on 
the right and left, and the eiieni}'' tlius 
surrounded were driven from their guns 
hack into the intrenchments. The charge 
of the Ne w York and Connecticut men 
was gallantly made. They pressed for- 
Avard with a loud shout, and, in their 
eagerness, crowding over the narrow 
causeAvay, leaped into the morass knee- 
deejj in mud and water, and pushed 
their Avay into the fort, thrusting with 
their bayonets the enemy before them, 
and taking possession of their guns. 
The fugitives, escaping from the in- 
trenehments, fled to the northern end of 
the island, pursued by General Foster. 

While this victory Avas being won on 
land, Captain Goldsboro ugh rencAved his 
fire against Fort Barton at Pork Point, 
and having silenced it, sailed in pursuit 
of the enemy’s gun-boats. General Fos- 
tei', upon 1 ‘eaching the extremity of the 
island, Avas met by a flag of truce from 
Colonel ShaAV, in command of a Yh’ginia 
regiment, Avhich had landed there on 
that morning. The Colonel proposed 
to nego'i iate about terms of capitulation, 
but General Foster replied that the sur- 


render must be unconditional and ini- 
mediate ; and the enemy, Avitliout fur- 
ther parley, laid doAvn their arms. Gen- 
erals Heno and Parke and Colonel HaAV- 
kins, as they marched OA^er the island, 
found no resistance, and were equally 
fortunate in securing a large number of 
prisoners. The forts Avere either ahan- 
doned or surrendered, and the United 
States flag Aras raised upon all before 
the close of the day. 

General Burnside thus summed up the 
results of this successful two-days’ Avork : 

“ I ha Am the honor to report,” he 
AAU’ote, “that a combined attack upon 
this island was commenced on the morn- 
ing of the 7th, by the naval and mili- 
tary forces of this expedition, which has 
resulted in the capture of six forts, forty 
guns, over 2,000 prisoners, and upArard 
of 3,000 small-arms. 

“Among the prisoners are Colonel 
ShaAV, commander of the island, and 0. 
Jennings Wise, commander of the Wise 
Legion, The latter was mortally Avound- 
ed, and has since died. 

“The Avhole work Avas finished on the 
afternoon of the 8th inst., after a hard 
day’s fighting, by a brilliant charge in 
the centre of the island, and a rapid 
pursuit of the enemy to the north end 
of the island, resulting in the capture of 
tiie prisoners mentioned above. 

“ Wc have had no time to count them, 
hut the number is estimated at nearly 


“Our men fought hraAmly, and have 
endured most manfully the hardsliips in- 
cident to fighting through SAvamps and 
dense thickets.” 





TIIE WAR WITH THE SOUTH. 


In tlie spirited charge upon the ^ 
eiieiiij’s hatterj in the centre of the 
island, Eiissell, tlie colonel of the Tenth 
Regiinent, and Lieutenant-Colonel Vic- 
tor de Monteil — who had Yolimteered 
his services, though his regiment, the 
D'Epineiiil Zouaves, was not present — 
fell, aft<3r gallantly leading their eoiii- 
racles to the attaciv. 

The loss ui the enemy, as they fought 
TUide]’ die cover of breast-works, was not 
^'ei'v groat, amounting in all to about 
twonty killed and a hundred wounrleil. 

Aiiiuiig the former was Colonel 0. 
Jeiiiiiugs Wise, the son of Governor 
lioiiry A. Wise, of Vii'ginia, who was to I 
iiave commanded tlie enemy forces, I 
hul, during the engagement on the isl- 
and. remained at a neighboring place, 
known as Xag's Head, where he was re- 
]jorted to bo seriously ill. The loss uf 
the Uiiionisls was thirty-five killed and 
about two liiiiulred wounded. 

Cu}Uaiii Goklsborough, on the day 
after the cajdure of Roanoke Isl- 
and, sent tliiideen steamers, under 
Cuiunuuider [Iowan, in pursuit of tlio en- 
emy s Iloiilla. R Lishiiig their way through 
the sunken vessels and piles, with which 
an attem}>t had been made to obstruct 
the passage through Croatan Sound, and 
meeting with no resistance from the 
works fFori Forrest) on the mainland, 
which the enemy abandoned, Command- 
er Rowan sailed up Albemarle Sound to 
the harbor of Elizabeth City, wdiere he 
overtook the enemy's vessels, under the 
command of Ca]>tain Lynch, and attack- 
ed them with the result which he thus 
reported : 


“I met,” he wrote, “the enemy off 
this place this morning at nine 
o'clock, and after a very sharp eii- M# 
gagemeiit, succeeded in destroying or 
capturing his entire naval force, and 
silencing and destroying his battery on 
Cobb’s Point, 

“ The only vessel saved from destruc- 
tion is the Ellis, Captain J. M. Cook, 
who is wounded and a prisoner. I have 
Ollier prisoners. 

“ J am happy to say that our casual- 
lies are few, considering the warmth of 
ihe enemy's fire — say two or three kill- 
ed and some wounded.” 

I’lie following is a list of the enemy’s vessels : 

Ilak'igli 2 guns. Postboy .... 2 gams 


Beaufort 2 

Fanny. 2 

Sea Bird .2 


This is a of their commander, from the IT. T. 

Brdd: 

“ Cat (lain "W. F. Lj-nch, the commander of the rebel gun- 
1'ioat licet which supported the rebel batteries at Eoanoke 
Island at the late battle, is a native of Norfolk, Va. He 
was formerly of the United States Navy. He entered tlie 
Ftdcml service on the 26th of July, 1819. His la.st com- 
mission "was dated April 2, 1856, and under it lie was two 
years in active sea service. His total sea service was 
thirteen years and ten months. He was on shore duty 
years and eleven months, and was fifteen years 
and ti-u mouths uncnqiloyed. His total service was forty- 
one years and seven months. When he resigned his com- 
mission in the Federal service, he stood No. 76 in tlie rank 
ofciptains. 

“ Captain I.ynch was the chief of tlni exploring expedi- 
tion to the Dead Sea in Jlis report to the Secretary 

of the Navy, aiter his return, "was quite voluminous and 
higiily interesting, giving, as it did, the minutest details 
of the expedition, written in a manner wliich displayed 
no ordinary talent. Captain Lyncdi is well known among 
our geographical societies, before whom he has oftim lec- 
tured on topics connected witlt his famous expt'dition. 

'• At the commcnceincut of the present reijelliou lie re- 
signed his counuissiou in the Union service, and joined 
tile rebels. During last summer be supervised the move- 
ments of the rebel gun-boats on the Potomac and Janies 
rivers, and subseipieutly the equipment of a rebel flotilla 
on Alhumarle riound, North Carolina.” 



CAPTURE OP ELIZABETH CITY. 



General Burnside continued to give 
proof of his characteristic vigor of 
* enterprise by rapidly extending his 
operations along the coast of North 
Carolina. By the aid of the fleet of his 
energetic coadjutor, Commodore Golds- 
boroiigh, he was enabled soon to possess 
himself of the main harbors of the enemy 
opening to Albemarle Sound, and to in- 
tercept some of their more important 
communications by land and water. An 
expedition proceeded to Edenton, con- 
sisting of the Louisiana, Lieutenant A. 
Murray, who held the chief command ; 
the Underwriter, Lieutenant Jeffers ; the 
Commodore Perry, Lieutenant Elusser ; 

and the Lockwood, Acting Master 
12* Evans. This flotilla, entering the 
harbor carefully— the Lockwood, the 
smallest vessel, being in advance, in or- 
der to keep her larger consorts informed 
of the depth of water, or of the appear- 
ance of earth-works on the banks of the 


river — took possession of the town of 
Edentonf without resistance. The only 

Elizabeth City is tlie capital of Pasquotank County, 
North Carolina. It is situated on the riglit hank of the 
Pasquotank River, about twenty miles from its mouth, 215 
miles east by north of Raleigh, and about thirty miles 
south of Norfolk, Va. It is also a post town, and is con- 
sidered one of the most important towns in the north- 
eastern part of the State. It has a water communication 
with Norfolk, which is reached by going twenty miles np 
the Pasquotank River, thence twenty-two miles by the 
Dismal Swamp Canal to Elizabetli River, Virginia, thence 
nine miles to the latter city. 

It contains a court-house, jail, three churches-— one 
Baptist, one Episcopal, and one Methodist — an academy, 
four seminaries, two banks, thirty-five stores, three news- 
paper offices, issuing two weekly newspapers and a semi- 
monthly publication, and a population e.stimated at two 
thousand. Vessels drawing seven feet of water cm come 
up to it TOth the greatest ease. 

t Edenton is quite a flourishing little town of some 
1,7 00 inhahitants. It is a po.st town, a port of entry, and 
capital of Chowan County, North Carolina, and is situated 
at the head of Edenton Bay, which opens into Albemarle 
Sound a little below the mouth of Chowan River, 150 
miles east of Raleigh. It i.s one of the principal towns in 
the north-eastern jairt of the State, carrie.s on considerable 
trade, and is slxty-.six miles south of Norfolk, Va. 

Di June, 1852, 1,840 tons of shipping were owned and 
(iinployed in tlje coast trtide, and during that yf;ar three 
schooners, with an aggregate burthen of 215 tons, were 


Elizabeth City was at once taken pos- citizens seemed to disapprove of this bar- 
session of, not, however, before the re- barons act, and solicited the naval ofli- 
treating enemy had applied the torch cers to send a force on shore to assist 
and half burned the place. Some of the in putting out the flames.* 
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THE WAR WITH THE SOUTH. 


show made bj the enemy' was -a flying I of the cana], until all the vessels ground- 
baireiw of artillery with w few hundred ^ ed, and ordered the Whitehead to open 
sddiers, ^who retired without firing a | fire with her iiine-iiich guns. But three 


shot on the approach, of the gun-boats. 
Wiiny of the inhabitants also fled, frislit- 
ened by the rumor that the Unionists 
had made great .liavoc at Elizabeth City. 
Those who were left, however, were soon 
ti'aiiquilfzed by assurances of the fiilsity 
of the report, and .some representatives 
of tlie cdvic authority showed themselves 
so ivell disposed as to profess Union eeri- 
tiriient^'. A seliooner on tlie stocks and 
'ii-v -'unnon fimnd in the place tvere de- 
Ai'rwed, :iiid two small vesstds in tlie 
harbor captured. 


shells waere fired, when the whole body 
' precipitately fled. 

‘‘ On going on shore I found that a 
schooner had been sunk about fifty yards 
wdthiu tiie rnoiith, supported by piles, 
logs, etc., forming a complete barrier. 
1 advanced a piclvet of fifteen men, imder 
command of Acting Master Graves, fob 
^ lowed b\ the machinists of the Lockwood, 

I W'ith crowbars, mauls, etc. At the dis- 
j tance of half a mile a second row of 
j piles had been driven. They wmre at 
~ ^ ^ j w'ork on this when wc surprised tliern. 

^AnutJa-r small ex]>edition, consisting ! The steamers and seli.oorier.s had left be- 
nl' inoLorkAvnoil.tlieShawslione, amltlio ; Ibiv we lau.lerl hut a line large (h-odo-in- 
1 iiteliearl.^witii two schooucrs ill tow, : iioieliiiie remained, Uiiflllii.s we soon Av 
m.der ll.e emef eommimd of Lioutenunt ; sinking. This .sunk diagonaily ucro.ss tlie 
m A. .hahms, ..ailed to the mouth of | canal, dosing it enfirelv lor llie passa.-e 
■Im he..apeake and Alhemarie Canal j of the .smallest vessel, hdng, say, ten fdt 
II opening the reacli of the river ; Irom one .side and si.x from the othei-. 
<;.eh.,g ,0 the nmuth oi the canal,” say.s ; Tlie machinery was entirelv destroyed 
p-iiimyoiyJcflers in his report, o 

- - I'M small steamers and throe [ water burned and entirely consumed ” 

i'irUT e.vpedition, consisting ol a 

lin. cmnil. aiid 


— I three gnn-bcnits. sailed uu 

< nii.il y s ohsirncted. Pickets stationed ! the Chowan River as far as Winton hut 
neai- he mouth hred their mu, skets to ! finding the enemy posted there in laro-e 

bioM ‘‘ttempt was made to laud. 

nl osc muskefsghstened ui the sunshine, i However, as a fire was opened from the 

“1 immediately moved up withiu a ' 

loylejinnmdyi yard,s of the mouth | ^ General Burnside now planned a more 

iinportanl expedition, wdiich was to at- 

A.-..: t""-. .1 ■■ ■*■■■■■■■ „ k. . 


Imilt. , .. ! -w- '"H'c'o non, wmeii wa.s to at 

« . pa, OB- 

■“ force and had made 
' f'l'iiodable preparations for defence. 
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Kotwithstariding the determination to 
resist, which such efforts seemed to indi- 
cate, hopes were indulged of evoking a 
sentiment friendly to the Union among 
the people of Korth Carolina, a large 
portion of whose inhabitants were known 
to have long opposed secession. That a 
change had taken place in the feelmg 
toward the United States Groveriiment, 
even of those so lately loyal, could not 
be doubted j but this was attributed to 
the influence of corrupt leaders who had 
studiously perverted the objects of the 
Federal authority. To remove the false 
impressions thus made, and to awaken 
the latent loyalty of the people. General 
Burnside and Commodore Goldsborough 
issued this proclamation : 

“KoAjirojot: Island, N. Ml). 18 , 1862 . 

“ The mission of our joint expedition 
is not to invade any of your rights, but 
to assert the authority of the United 
States, and to close with you the deso- 
lating war brought upon your State by 
comparatively a few bad men in your 
midst. 

Influenced infinitely more by the 
worst passions of human nature than by 
any show of elevated reason, they are 
still urging you astray to gratify their 
unholy purposes. 

“They impose upon your credulity 
by telling you of wicked and even dia- 
bolical intentions on our part ; of our 
desire to destroy your freedom., demol- 
ish your property, liberate your slaves, 
injure your women, and such like enor- 
mities — all of which, we assure you, is 
not only ridiculous, but utterly and wil- 
fully false. 


“We are Christians as well as your- 
selves, and we profess to know full well, 
and to feel j)rofoundly, the sacred obli- 
gations of the character. 

“Ho apprehensions need be enter- 
tained that the demands of humanity and 
justice will be disregarded. We shall 
inflict no injury, unless forced to do so 
by your own acts, and upon this you 
may confidently rely. 

“Those men are your worst enemies. 
They, in truth, have drawn you into 
your present condition, and are the real 
disturbers of your peace and the happi- 
ness of your firesides. 

“We invite you, in the name of the 
Constitution, and in that of virtuous 
loyalty and civilization, to separate your- 
selves at once from these malign influ- 
ences, to return to your allegiance, and 
not compel us to resort further to the 
force under our control. 

‘ ‘ The Government asks only that its 
authority may be recognized; and, we. 
repeat, in no manner or way does it de- 
sire to interfere with your laws, constitu- 
tionally established, your institutions of 
any kind whatever, your property of 
any sort, or your usages in anj’^ respect. 

“ L. M. Goldsboeotjgh, 

“ Flag- OflEicer Commanding Horth Caro- 
lina Blockading Squadron. 

“A. E. Burnside, 

“ Brigadier-General Commanding De- 
partment North Carolina.^' 

Burnside, however, did not trust alone 
to soft words, with the hope of concilia- 
ting uncertain friends, but continued to 
strike hard blows, with the resolution tq 
overcome an obdurate enemy. 
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The most important enterprise after 
the capture of Roanoke Island was the 
expedition against Rewhern. Rewberii 
is a small town, the capital of Craven 
County, N. 0., of about 6,000 inhabit- 
ants, situated nearly at the head of navi- 
gation, and at the confluence of the Trent 
with the Reuse Ptiver, which empties 
into Pamlico Sound. With a good harbor 
leading to the Atlantic Ocean through 
Ocracoke Inlet, Rewbern carried on a 
considerable commerce by sea, and with 
its communications by railroads with the 
interior, a prosperous trade by land. Its 
proximity and acce.ssibility by rail, more- 
over, to Groldsborough, the point of junc- 
tion of various railways connecting Rich- 
mond, the Confederate capital, with the 
interior and coasts of the Southern 
States, gave the possession of Rewhern 
great strategic importance. 

At Roanoke Island, which was now 
the basis of operations, great prepara- 
tions were made for the combined naval 
and military expedition. The enemy had 
been not less busy in making ready for 
its reception. They had obstructed the 
channels with piles, wrecks, and sub- 
merged torpedoes, had erected upon the 
banks of the river a succession of bat- 
teries, and collected a large force of men, 
under General Branch, to defend them, 
and resist the approach of our gim-boats 
and troops. 

After embarking his troops, to the 
Mar. number of about 15,000, at Roan- 
W» oke Island, General Burnside ren- 
dezvoused at Hatteras Inlet with the 
transports and the fleet, now under 
Commander Rowan, who had succeeded 


Capt, Goldsborough ordered to Hamp- 
ton Roads, 

Early the next morning the entire 
force set sail, and at night anchored 
off the mouth of Slocum’s Creek, ^2. 
about twelve miles below Rewbeni by 
water and seventeen by land, where it 
was determined to land the troops. The 
landing began at seven o’clock in ma}*, 
the morning of the following day, 
under cover of the gun-boats. It was 
effected “ with the greatest enthusiasm 
by the troops,” said General Burnside 
in his report. “Many, too impatient 
for the boats, leaped into the water 
and waded waist-deep to the shore, and 
then, after a toilsome march through 
the mud, the head of the column 
marched within a mile and a half of 
the enemy’s stronghold, at eight p.m., a 
distance of twelve miles from the point 
of landing, where we bivouacked for 
the night, the rear of the column com- 
ing up with the boat howitzers about 
three o’clock next morningv the deten- 
tion being caused by the shocking con- 
dition of the roads, consequent upon the 
heavy rain that had fallen during that 
day and the whole of the night, the men 
often wading Imee-deep in mud, and re- 
quiring a whole regiment to drag the 
eight pieces which had been lauded from 
the navy and oiir own vessels.” 

As the troops disemliarked they were 
ordered to advance, the giin-boats, in 
the moan time, covering the landing and 
the march by shelling the hanks of the 
river. 

General Burnside moved his force in 
three divisions. General Foster led liis 


NEWBERiT. 
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l3rigacle along the main county road to 
attack the enemy’s left ; Gleneral Eeno 
took the direction of the railroad to at- 
tack their right, and General Parke fol- 
lowed General Poster, with orders, how- 
ever, to support either or both divisions, 
as might he necessary. The main force 
of the enemy, consisting of eight regi- 
ments of infantry, 600 cavalry, and three 
batteries of field artillery of six guns 
each, was posted within a line of in- 
trenchments extending from the river 
across the railroad and turnpike of more 
than a mile in length, protected on their 
left on the bank of the river by a battery 
of thirteen heavy guns, and on their 
right by a long succession of redoubts 
for riflemen and fluid pieces in the midst 
of swamps and dense forests. 

About seven o’clock in the morning of 
Mar« of March, the skirmishers 

of the Union army encountered the 
enemy’s outposts and opened fire. 

“ Raj)idly forming, the different regi- 
ments assumed their positions in their 
brigades, and the division marched to 
the attack.’^’ General Burnside rode for- 
ward, and as the battery or breast- work 
came in sight across a wide field, a shot 
was fired from one of its guns. The 
missile, which proved to be a shell, 
struck within ten feet of the General 
and his staff, but, not exploding, boun- 
ced along the ground, splashing the 
party with mud, 

“ General Poster, whose brigade had 
advanced by the stage road, rapidly 
formed his regiments in line of battle in 

* This account is from the correspondence of the N. Y. 
Zlemld. 


the fringe of woods skirting the edge of 
the field before the breast-work ; the 
Twmnty-fonrth Massachusetts, Colonel 
Stevenson, on the extreme right : the 
Twenty-fifth Massachusetts, Colonel Up- 
ton, next, wdth its left resting on the 
road ; the Twenty -ninth Massachusetts, 
Colonel Lee, next, with right resting on 
the road, and the Twenty-third Massa- 
chusetts, Colonel Kurtz, on the brigade 
left, with the Tenth Connecticut in re- 
serve. To support this line against the 
eighteen or twenty guns of the enemy’s 
battery, our forces had only a few pieces 
of artillery. The rest was on the way, 
but did not reach the field in time to 
participate in the fight. The disposi- 
tion of our artillery in support of Gen- 
eral Poster’s position was as follows : 
On the extreme right, Executive Officer 
McCook’s battery of boat howitzers 
from the navy, manned by Lieutenants 
McCook, Hammond, Daniels, and Tillot- 
son, with marines and a detachment of 
the Union Coast Guard. In the centre, 
and near the road, a twelve-ponnder 
steel gun from the Cossack, manned by 
Captain Bennet, his second mate, Mr. 
Stroud (captain of the gun), and t-weiity 
of the ship’s crew. On the left, Captain 
Dayton’s battery, from the transport 
Highlander. 

“After the first gun the enemy ran 
their flag defiantly up over the ramparts 
and opened very briskly with round shot, 
grape, canister, and shell. Their infantry 
were strctelicd out the entire lengtli of 
the work between the river and the rail- 
road, and kept up an incessant fire with 
musketry. 
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“ Tiieir fire was replied to witli equal 
Tigor by tlie brigade when it bad taken 
up its position ; and, leaving them en- 
gaged, let me return to tbe operations 
of the second and third brigades, under 
Grenerals Reno and Parke, 

‘‘dlie second brigade— consisting of 
the Twenty-first Massachusetts, Lieut.- 
Colonel Clark ; Fifty-first Rew York, 
Colonel Ferren ; Fifty-first Pennsyl- 
vania, Colonel Hartsruft, and Yiiith 
-New Jersey — took the railroad and pro- 
ceeded along the enemy's right flank. 
It is somewdiat remarkable that the 
maiiGeiiwes of the battle were nearly 
tlio same as those of the fight at Roan- 
oke Island. The point at which the in- 
trenehment crossed the railroad was 
strongly defended by a series of re- 
doubts and rifle-pits, while a subsequent 
examinatioii revealed the fact that he- 
yoi id these redoubts the breast-work was 
continued nearly a mile and a half, mak- 
ing the entire length of the defences 
about three miles. The operations of 
our forces, however, were confined to 
that only between the river and the rail- 
road track. 

The third brigade, under General 
Paike, took iip a position on the front, 
between the first and second brigades. 

‘"Such was the disposition of our troops. 
The engagement regularly opened about 
eight o’clock, when the first brigade bore 
the brunt of the battle. General Foster 
rode fearlessly along, giving his orders, 
and was several times exposed to the 
hottest of the fire. His aids, too, shared 
danger, and one of them, Lieutenant 
Pendletoiq narrowly escaped injury, if 


not death, from a bullet which passed 
through his coat sleeve, just grazing the 
arm. The Massachusetts Twenty-fourth, 
on the right, had soon to regret the 
wounding of two of their officers, Major 
Stevenson and Adjutant Horton, the 
former by a ball in the leg, the latter 
by a hall in the shoulder. Early in the 
engagement the Massachusetts Twenty- 
third lost Lieiitenant-Oolonel Murritt, 
who wms struck by a cannon-ball, which 
carried away one side of his body and 
lacerated his form in a horrible manner. 
The proportion of officers killed and 
wounded during the entire fight was 
quite large. The Twenty- seventh Mas- 
sachusetts seemed for some reason to be 
more exposed to the fire of the enemy, 
and with amimmitioii expended, and a 
large loss, were withdrawn. The Tenth 
Connecticut, until now in reserve, was 
ordered to their support, and as they 
fell hack took their jilace, moving to 
the front with great alacrity and open- 
ing fire with vigor. The Tentli was 
I finally compelled to retire through want 
j of ammunition, and the Eleventh Con- 
necticut took their place. To the first 
biigade belongs the credit of having so 
gallantly and attentively engaged the 
battery wliile the second and third 
executed the brilliant manoeuvre of 
flanking the enemy's right, of which I 
have now to speak. 

“When it became evident that the first 
brigade was capable of carrying on the 
fight in front, the third, which had been 
supporting it, was ordered, with the ex- 
ception of the Eleventh Connecticut, to 
support the second in the flank move- 
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ment. Accordingly the Eighth Connec- 
ticut, Fourth Khocle Island and Fifth 
Rhode Island regiments withdrew a 
short distance into the woods, and defil- 
ing to the left came out upon the rail- 
road, and going forward came in the 
rear of the third brigade. 

“ This portion of the field of opera- 
tions was immediately under the com- 
mand of Greneral Reno, and to him was 
allotted the task of the flank movement 
already referred to, and which he so 
brilliantly and successfully accomplished. 

“It may be well here to state that 
when the idea of flanking was entertain- 
ed, it was not known that the line of in- 
trenchment extended beyond, or if it 
did, much beyond the railroad. When 
the troops attempted the movement con- 
sequently of getting in the rear, they 
discovered not the mere obstacle of 
swamp or marsh, but also of a series of 
redoubts and rifle pits, which defended 
the immediate vicinity of the track. 
Our attack in front had so far been con- 
fined to the right, near the river, where 
one of the water batteries had reversed 
its guns and was assisting in the defence 
of the breast-work by an enfilading or, 
more properly, diagonal fire^ripon our 
troops. The great body of the enemy 
was consequently here posted, and the 
flank movement came near resulting in 
a perfect surprise, though they rapidly 
reinforced the redoubts as soon as they 
discovered the approach on that side. 

“Having drawn out in line of battle, 
the second brigade returned the fire of 
the enemy vigorously, who, from the 
rifle pits and behind the screening edges 


of the redoubts, were picking off our 
men -with deadly certainty at every 
shot. But we have to boast of our 
sharpshooters also, as many a rebel in 
these same rifle pits and behind the in- 
trenchments, whose death wound was in 
the head, amply testified. 

“ At last the word was given to charge, 
and the Massachusetts Twenty-first, 
which was on the left, succeeded in get- 
ting four companies within the enemy’s 
position. The JNTew Yoiic Fifty-first, 
which was on the right of the Mas- 
sachusetts Twenty-first, supported the 
movement, while the Kinth Kew Jersey, 
Fifty-first Pennsylvania, Eighth Connec- 
ticut, and Fourth and Fifth Pfliode Island 
assailed the work at various points. The 
four companies of the Massachusetts 
Twenty-first were far in advance of the 
others into the intrenchment, and, driv- 
ing the rebels before them, had attempt- 
ed to reverse the guns, when repulsed 
by a strong reinforcement of the enemy, 
who suddenly charged from a little 
ravine or hollow just in the rear, and 
with their overwhelming numbers drove 
them out, making a few prisoners. Our 
repulse was but momentary. Re-form- 
ing, the Ala, ssachusetts Twenty-first, Kew 
York Fift3''-fir,st, Fourth Rliodo I.sland, 
and the Kinth New Jersey, with the 
Fifth Rhode Island in reserve, returned 
to the assault, and after another gallant 
charge, another desperate resistance of 
the enemy, a hand-to-hand contest over 
the ramparts of the intrenchment, in 
which our forces at one time actually 
revex'sed its purpose and used it as a 
breast-work for their own protection 
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The escape, however, of tlieN’asliviile, 
Mar. ^^Tiicli after its return from Europe 
had succeeded in entering the har- 
bor of Beaufort, was a disappointment 
which somewhat dhiiiiiished the public 
satisfaction at the ilvortli with the suc- 
cesses Tii IS^orth Carolina. Great indig- 
nation was expressed,, against the,Xavy 
Department* for a neglect of such pre- 

' All officer o,ii bc)a,.rcl the blockading steamer Cambridge 
thus JiKtiiies,the,cori(:litcfc of the .officers of that ressel : 

“ The Xas,bcille, from the time of our arrival (on the 
11th of March) till she left, lay at the depot wharf, in 
plain s.iglit of ug, and the, day before leaving got up steam, 
catiwi (itnrii to the junction of the dilferent channels, near 
F(.>rt MiiC'L.ji, without the least attempt at secrecy, and 
evi.T}- iiiu‘ iiu boai'd the blockading vessels kneiv that she 
iuft'udwl to make her escape the following night, if possi- 
ble, iiud o'vcry one was on the qui live for tire hoped-for 
engagement. Captain Parker, of the Cambridge, kept 
under weigh day and night, fearing she would escape his 
vigilance should he remain at anchor. The State of 
Georgiy, having been obliged to leave for Hampton Roads ■ 
for coal, on the day previous, we anffioushr expected 
another vessel to supply her place, thinking, of course, 
that those in control of the Navy Department must know 
our situation, and feel the same interest in keeping the 
Nashville safe, wlnle they had, her in their immediate pow- 
er, us they did in scouring the broad Atlantic for her when 
then- was scarcely a hope for her capture. But no assist- 
imee aime. and we therefore made tlm- best of our ptosition. 
From iiu intelligent contraband who had sought refuge on 
board the State of Georgia-, wc learned that picket boats 


ed not imwiilmg to hoist the Unite cl 
States flag and yield to the Federal 
authority. 

were sent out nightly to ascertain the exact position of the 
Union ves-sels, and we therefore felt that the Nashville 
had more than an even chance of escape should she ven- 
ture the passage during the darkness of the night. Every- 
thing favored her. The tide was at its highest flood, and 
the moon did not rise until half-past eight p.m., and we 
knew that between the departure of daylight and that 
hour she mast go, if at all. We stationed ourselves at the 
entrance of the shortest channel (the one through which 
she entered), and trusted to the Gemsbok to give us time- 
ly warning should she take the other channel ; and she 
did so. But the Nashffille passed out at the rate, probably, 
of twelve miles j)er hour, and escaped without being seen 
by the Cambridge, whose highest rate of speed does not 
exceedninemil.es. Tire manner of her doing it may be 
easily understood. The Nashville lay close to Fort Macon 
ready for a start. A picket boat, with two lights— per- 
haps a bright white or yellow one and another red~is 
sent to Swash Channel. If the blockading steamer is there, 
she is to show, say, the red light, masked on the sea side, 
which means ‘The Cambridge is here,’ and off she goes 
through the Ship Channel. Had the Cambridge been at 
the entrance of Ship Channel, she would show the yellow 
light, meaning ‘No, vessel here,’' and then the'Niishville 
takes the Swash Channel and goes on her way rejoicing. 
Is it: therefore to be wondered at, that the Nashville, 
withfonfc: a trifling display, of enterprise, was enabled: to 
escape unscathed:? Her capture— while it would not have 
proved greater vigilance on the part of the Cam:biidgo— 
would have shown a great want of sense and ibrctliought 
on the part of her own officers. No person at all conver- 
sant with such things, and understanding the situation 
of affairs, %vill feel suiprised at the result,” 
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The results of the imposing and siic- 

1862 expedition to Port Royal 

* did not, it must be confessed, im- 
mediately equal the public expectation. 
The troops under General Shermaii re- 
mained comparatively inactive, and in- 
stead of moving against the enemy in 
the interior, with the view of caBturina: 


Charleston and Savannah,, or cutting off 
their communications, continued within 
the ■ encampments about the harbor of 
Port Royal, where they had first landed, 
and laboriously intrenched tlieiii, as if the 
sole object was their defence. 

The white inhabitants of Beaufort 
and the neighboring plantations, who 
had fled : after the capture of the forts 
at Port Royal by the ■ national forces, 
obstinately resisted all inducements to 
return. The negroes, however, con- 
tinued to flock in in large niinibers, so 
tluit soon some ten thousand had placed 
themselves under the jirotection of tlie 
United States military authorities. This 
large body of human beings, who from 
their long servitude were incapable of 


self-control, became a source of great 
inquietude, and awakened the interest 
of the benevolent. A voluntary associ- 
ation was .organized at the Aortli to 
provide means for an, attempt to civilize 
them. Funds were collected, and mis- 
sionaries appointed, who, sanctioned, by 
the Government, were sent out to Port 
Royal It would be presimiptiioiis to 
speak with confidence on the results of. 
a mission which must require many years 
fully,, to test its. efficacy. Human beings 
of any race, born and brought up in slav- 
ery, would be slow in awaking, if iiot to' 
the consciousness, certaiiiij’- to the respon- 
sibilities, of independence. The African 
slave, naturally emotional and irreflec-:, 
tive, must especially demand a long 
tutelage to fit liini for the membership 
of a free and highly civilized society. 
In the mean time he must remain, if not 
in bondage to an irresponsible master, at 
least in 'data pupitlart, under the guid- 
ance of an intelligence supcj'ior to his 
own. Whatever may he the final result, 
the immediate effect of the change of re- 
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mands tlie mouth of the Savannali Riv- 
er. The boats, however, soon gToimded, 
and after getting afloat again with niucli 
difficulty, returned, without effecting 
their purpose. 

A few clays subsequently. General 
Sherman ordered an expedition to make 
an effort in the same direction, with- 
out the aid of the gun-boats. Accord- 
ingly, General Tiele was dispatched 
with the Forty-eighth Regiment of 
Aew York Volunteers, two companies 
of volunteer engineers, and two com- 
panies of the Third Rhode Island Ar- 
tillery. The troops, carrying with them 
six thirty-two pounders, embarked at 
Dawfiiskie Island in flat-boats, which 
were towed by steamboats of light 
draught. Having reached Jones’ Island 
by Wall’s Gut and Mud River, a site 
at Venus’ Point was selected for the 
erection of a battery. To effect this, 
such was the marshy condition of the 
island, that it was found necessary to 
construct a road of logs (a corduroy 
road) from the point where the troops 
landed on Mud River, across, 'the islancl, 
to the site selected for the fort, on the 
Savannah, a mile in distance. The 
road, however, by dint of hard labor, 
was finally made, and a fort being erecG 
ed, guns were dragged by hand peii. 
across the island to mount it.’*’ 


latioii of the negro slave to the dominant 
white man will doubtless he to diminish 
his utility as a producer. Suddenly eman- 
cipated, he will be more disposed to in- 
dulge in the novel pleasures of freedom 
than to submit to the familiar drudgery 
of labor, the obligation of which the 
change in his condition will not remove, 
though it endow’'S it with a higher motive. 
Thus the negroes, freed by the success of 
our arms, with their disposition to indo- 
lence and license, will recpuire the most 
judicious care, unwearying assiduity in 
their education, and a profuse expendi- 
ture of money for their ^support, before 
they can ' become either .reputable or 
profitable members of society. The few 
thousands akeady under the protection 
of the Government must be a burden 
upon its treasury of more than half a: 
million of dollars annually. 

Although the land force at Port Royal 
romained comparatively inactive, Cap- 
tain .Dupont, with characteristic ener.gy, 
kept at work with his fleet. Having 
failed in his attempt to approach the 
city of Savannah by the Wilmington 
Harrows , on the south, , in .consequence 
of the obstructions placed in the channel 
by the enemy, and the shallowness of 
the water, he now shifted Ms operations 
to the. northern bank of the Savannah 
Rive.r. Having taken, .possession of 
Dawfuskie Island, .at „ the, . mouth of ■ the. 
Cooper River, he made it the rendez- 
vous of a flotilla of gun-hoats and a 
small detachment of troops, and pro- 
ceeded along Wall’s Cut with the view 
of getting in the rear of Fort Pulaski, 
in possession of the enemy, which com- 


« A correspondeat of the N. Y. HeruU gives this inter- 
esting account of the arduous work : 

“ The thing at first sight looked like an impussibility. 
The swampy characler of the soil seemed to forbid the' 
landing of troops on the island, much more to erect bat- 
teries and mount heavy guns thereon. It was determined, 
however, to erect the battery at the point already desig- 
nated, and carry the guns a distance of a mile over a 
swampy road. To facilitate matters, Colonel Peny, the 
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The command of the Savannah River 
not being thus secured, as was expected, 
another battery was soon after erected 
on Long Island, ijdng in the middle of 
the Savannah River, and nearer the 
mouth than Jones’ Island. By these 
batteries, Fort Pulaski ivas supposed to 
be completely cut off from all com- 


energetic commander of tlie Forty-eiglitii New York Eegi- 
ment, was requested to superintend the construction of a 
corduroy road from the place where the troops landed on 
the Mud River side of. Jones' Island to Vemus' Point. Tiie 
road was constructed, and by the untiring labor of the 
troops the guns were at last placed in Ijattery. While the 
construction of the road Avas going on, another detach- 
ment of Colonel Perry’s regiment attempted to erect 
breast-works to coA^er the guns. The mud, as fast as it 
AA-as piled up for the battery, slipped and sunk away ; but 
the platforms Avere laid and the gu,ns mounted. The 
guns were landed on a AAiiarf made of bags filled Avltli 
sand, and long planks laid across them. Tramways AA^cre 
laid along the marsh, constructed of planks tAventy feet 
long, laki in parallel lines; two sets of these parallels 
AA'-ere used for each :gnn, and as fast as the pieces AA-ere 
dragged OA’er one set, it aa’us taken iij) and placed still 
fa,rther in adA^ailce. Holes AA^ere diiliecl in the planks, and 
ropes looped through the holes, so that the planks might 
be more .easily ; dragged b}’’ the troops. In this manner 


I munication with the city' of Savannah, 
i The enemy claimed to be pro\uded with 
I supplies for six months, and thus capa- 
j ble of resistance fo.r that length of time.; 
I All attack, however, having been made' 
I b}’ General Hunter, who had superseded 
'I General Sherman in - the commaiici at 
j Port Royal, the enemy were forced ' to 
i surrender niiich sooner than had been 


the United States Engineers, and Lieutenant Horace For 


moA’-al of the guns. On the fe’st night the hearty guns 
Avei’e dragged two hundred "yards. The second night the 
ATork proceeded, and the gunsAvere dragged the remainder 
of the route, and before morning all AA^ere in position. Tlie 
AA'ork of tugging the guns aaus performed entirely by the 
Forty-eighth Ncav York Eegiment, who w-ere cominanded 


and doubtless was amazed to find a Union fort confronting 
her. xls the rcliel craft iqiproaehed the ncAV Avork, the 
latter opened fire, bat by hugging the AA'estern shore of 
the river, fiuece,«suilly passed the battery and proceeded to 
Fort'T’ulasld. It was discov’ered by this occurrence that 
the guns on Junes’ Island did not comjjletely command 
the liver : hence it Avas determined to erect another bat- 
tery on tlie Avest end of Luug Island, and whicii, fa-e this 
is compioted, cuts off all coaimunioation between the 
rebels at Sa,A-amiah and Fort Pulaski. ’’'J’his accomplished, 
Fort Pulaski is beleaguered, and Savannah, in the natural 
course of CAXUits, must fall.’' 


j The successful boiiibarcliiient of Fort 
I Pulaski was one of the most remarkable 
I proofs of the efficiency of iiioderii artil- 
I lerv. Batteries having been erected on 
I Tybee Island, fire was opened upon tlie 
i fort, and after thirty hours only of ipf|| 

I firing, a practicahle” breach was W’ 

I made. Colonel Olmstead, the com- 
j inander of the fort, now declared that 
j ‘ it was impossible to hold out any 
j longer, as the rifle-shots were fast work- 
ing their way into the magazines, and 
many of Ms guns were disabled.’’ .He 


prisoners, and . a good supply of.provis 
ions” were' obtained by the LTiiioiiisti 
with the loss of only one mail' killed 
The enemy had three wounded. 


" * The foEowing is the official report of 'Brigadier-Cxen-. 
eral Benham, who had the immediate direction of the 
siege.of Fort Pulaski ; . 

“ HeADQUABTEKS FiEST DiWISIOS, XORTilEIiN. DlSraiCT. j 
" Debabtm'est of the Som®. . FoHTPoiiAS.E;i, Cockspeb [ 
^,IsnAsn, Gbobgia,V4|3«L12,''1862. , ■ ' ) 

“To 'MAjoE-GimuiAi, TXaaud H-ltotib, . 'Cosimakdisg ' Dxi- 

PAET.HiOT 01' THE Sot’Xn : 

“SiK : I have the hunor to report tlie conclusion of the 
operations n:>f thesieg'.- of Fc.rt Pulaski, in SaA'aniuib ItiA'cr, 
Georgia, Avhich have resulted in the capture of that fomesS 
and its arniament, and the unconditional surrender of the 
effective force of the garrison, amounting to Sdl, of Avlmni 
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An expedition of several gun-boats, 
under Commander Grilles, subsequently 
took possession of the forts on Skiclda- 

twentj'-four were officers, besides about eighteen who 
were sick or wounded. 

“ This siege is, as I would remark, the first trial — at least 
on our side the Atlantic— of the modern heavy and rifled 
projectiles against forts, erected and supposed to he suf- 
flxjiently strong, prior to these inventions ; almost equal- 
ling, as it would appear, the revolution accomplisiied in 
naval warfare by the iron-clad vessels recently constructed. 

“ Tiicse openitions, with tlie cordial assistance and co-op- 
eration of the naval forces under Flag-Officer S. F. Dupont, 
have been accompli.sl:ied b\' a portion of tlie troops of my 
division, for the mo.st part under the immediate direction 
of Captitia Q. A. Gilmore, Corps of Engineers, acting lirig- 
adier-generai, and chief engineer of the siege. * * * 

“Immediately after our arrival in this Department, as 
you are aware, I vMted Tjffiee Island (on the Slst ult.), 
and carefully inspected the works being erected there for 
the direct attack upon this fort, . which had been well ad- 
vanced by General Gilmore, under the direction of that 
faithiuL and judicious officer, Brigadiei'-General T. W. 
Sljerman, my pi-edecessor in this district. The.;e works 
consisted of eleven batteries, prepared for thirty-five to 
thirty-seven pieces of heavy ordnance, extending along an 
oblique line of about one and a half miles in length, op- 
pcsite the southeast face of the fort, the extremities of 
this limi' being at distances respectively of about one and 
two miles from the fort. They were placed with great 
skill and judgment, and constructed properly, and with as 
much strength and regularity as the circumstances of the 
case would permit; and the care and forethought of the 
engineer in providing fur thu ]'.rojic-r supply of ordn.auce 
ami other stores that might lie needed, i.swortiiy of especial 
mention ; the whole arrangement at Tylu-e Island meeting 
my entire approve.!. 

‘ ‘ Desiring, however, if possible, to obtain a concentric fire 
upon the work, I endeavored to arrange with General 
Yi-rle (commanding at Dawfuskie Island) to accomplish 
tins abject — directing him, on the Cth inst , to place a 
battery on Long Ishiad to attack the gorge of the fort on 
the west; and, after a second visit to him on the 9th, to 
construct another tif practicabhi, and the di.stiince was not 
too great), upon I’nrtle Island, on the north — the object 
being muiuly the nroral effect of an. encircling fire rather 
than the expectation of any serious effect upon the walls 
at that distance. From some cause, however, the heavy 
ordaiince for these batteries did not arrive in dine, and 
the lighter pieces most available, and placed in position on 
Long Island, served rather as a diversion than for any 
■serious demonstration upon the work. 

“ The main attack upon the fort, as you are aware, com- 
menced on the morning of the 10th inst., at about quarter 
past seven, and, immediately after the refusal of its com- 


way and Green islands, wliich were ufai., 
found abandoned by tlie enemy, 
they having removed the guns to increase 

mander to surrender, according to your summons previous- 
ly .sent. Being* present yourself, at or between our bat- 
teries for the greater portion of the day during the contest 
between these batteries and the fort, you are, of cour.se, 
personally aware of the great efficiency with which these 
batteries were served, and of the sncce.ssful commencement 
of the breach at the southeast angle of the fort on that 
day. Ifou are also aware of the efficient and accurate firing 
of the guns at the fort, directed as* they were with great 
precision, not only at our batterie.s, but even at the indi- 
vidual persons passing between them, or otherwise ex- 
posed. The firing on our part, though delayed at first by 
the necessity of obtaining the proper range, was kept up 
with such vigor that over 3,000 projectiles, varying in size 
from the thirteen-inch mortar shell to the thirty-pound 
Parrott shot, were thrown at the fort during the first day. 

“ At evening, as it was necessary to guard against tlie 
possibility of attack from the Wilmington marshes, a force 
of some two regiments was stationed upon the ridges of 
land adjacent— one immediately in rear of the upper 
batteries, and one on a ridge running toward Tyboe Elver ; 
and to give General Gilmore an opportunity for the rest 
which he requhed, I arranged with him to remain myself 
at the batteries, in general charge of the forces, during 
the finst half of the night, directing at the same time that 
the shells should be thrown at the fort every ten or fifteen 
minutes during the night for the purpose of fatiguing the 
gan’ison. Thi.s shell practice, especially during the early 
part of the night, while the moon was up, svas reported to 
be most successful, or fully as accurate as by daylight. 

“ As a prineijral battery, of one .James and five Parrott 
guns near the fort, appeared not to have been as siicce.ss- 
I fully served a.s was possible during the day, and as ii de- 
j tachmontof 100 seamen from the navy, under the coin- 
; mand of Lieutenant Irwin, liad been kindiy furnished to 
us by Flag-Officer Dupont (at the suggestion of Captain 
C. E. P. Ptodgers), which had, unfortunately, reachial us 
too late for the first assignment to the batteries, I directed 
that a portion of this battery should he placed in the 
hands of this command, and the remainder, with suitable 
men, to be under Captain Turner, A. C. S., late of the 
First Artillery, United States Anny, and norv chief com- 
missary of your staff, and the James and throe of the Par- 
rott guns were assigned to the naval, detachment accord- 
ingly. 

“At about seven in the morning of the 11th the fi'ro 
opened witii great vigor and accuracy, the certainty as to 
direction and distance being greatly bermnd that of the 
previous day, especially on the part of the enemy— there 
being scarcely any exposure of our force that did not draw 
a Close shot, while the embrasures and parapets of our bat- 
teries were most accurately reached. 
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the armament of the works at SaYaiiiiah. i Vernon and Wiliiiingtoii rivers to the 
A complete control of Warsaw and Os- | south and the rear of Fort Pulaski, 
sibaw sounds, and the mouths of tlie | was thus obtained, and another iniport- 


“ At about ten to eleren a.m. I. visited tbe batteries, find- 
in,g them most efficiently served, especially tlie small mor- 
tar batteries nearest the fort, the batteries just referred to 
in charge of the navy and Captain Turner, and the coliim- 
biad batteries under Captain Pelonze. I found that an 
embrasure at the breached point, which was much enhirged 
on the previous day, was now opened to fully the size of the 
I’ccess arch, or some eight or ten feet square, and the ad- 
jacent embrasures %vere rapidly being brought to a siraiiar 
condition. At about noon the whole mask and parapet 
rvall of the casemate first injured fell into tlie ditch, rais- 
ing a ramp quite visible to us, and soon after the corre- 
sponding parts of the adjacent casements began to fall, the 
Parrott and James shot passing quite through, as we 
could see the heavy timber blindage in rear of the case- 
mates to the I'ear of the magazine, on the opposite (north- 
■west) angle of the fort. 

“ In this state of things I felt sure that we would soon 
be called to peel off the whole scarpt wall from the ft-ont 
of the casemates of the southeast front, making a breach, 
greatly larger than the small gamson could defend, with, 
probably, another smaiier bretuch upon the opposite side ; 
and I at once determined that, if the resistance was con- 
tinued, it would be l>esfc, and entirely practicable, to storm 
the fort successfully within thirty to forty hours. And 1 
had given directions to General G-iimore to have suitable 
scaling-ladders prepared for the purpose, and was arranging 
for the proper forces, boats, etc., when, at about two 
w'e discovered a white flag thrown up, and the rebel flag, 
after telling out to the wind for a few niinutes.at kalf-maist, 
came slowly to; the ground. 

“I then directed my assistant adjutant-general, Captain 
A. B. Ely, to leave for the fort ; but finding soon after 
your own adjutant-general. Major Halpin, at the ’ bat- 
teries, I commissioned him (accompanied by Captain Ely) 
to proceed there -with the terms I proposed— simply those 
of your own first note, demanding the surrender of the 
garrison and all the arnunuent and wcapc.-iis : no other 
modification to be allowed than that they should have as 
favorable terms as are given Iw our Goverjuncut in this 
war. Gencra.1 Gilmore reaching the upper batteries soon 
after, and appearing to desire it, and as iiis services most 
eminently merited that his rvishes should l:;e gratified, I 
authorized him to pass over to accept the surrender of the 
fort ; and the terms sisseuted to by him are csseniially 
those dictated by me, excepting, perhaps, tiiose relating 
to the disabled men who would otherwise have been a bur- 
den to U.S. And by tire return of these, I have endeavored 
to pn.)vide by a letter from Ooionoi Olmstead, the rebel 
commander, for the receiving of a like number of men of 
tbe Forty-sixth New York Ilegiment, captured froniTybee 
about two ■weeks since. 


“ I have now, in closing, the pleasing duty of reporting 
upon the instances of individual merit that have come 
under my ob.=ervatioii during that siege, which report 
must necessarily be brief, vvbere so many have done so 
well. 

“And to the kind and cordial co-operation, of tl-re naval 
forces tinder Flag-Officer Dupont, I feel that out lifglicst 
thanks are due ; for it' was only by their fis,sLst;tnce that 
we have lieen complete]}' enabled to isolate the fort from 
tbe hope of succor and relief ; while the needy supply of 
ordnance stores- and other material most needed by us, at 
the last nictnieiit, has 'been of groiat value. And the bat- 
tery marme'd by their detacliinent, under Lieutenant 
Irwin. I have the pleasure of stating was one of the m.ost 
efficieritiy served against the fort during the action ; a su- 
pervi-sion being kept over it coiistmitly by Captain C. P. Pt. 
Idogers ill person — an officer who, an acquaintance of more 
thaii twenty years’ siaading; assures me, is vuthoiit a su- 
perior in our own or any other service. 

“To Acting Brigadier- General D. A, Gil more (capio-m of 
engineers) the highest praise i.s due -for the exercise of 
his great professional skill and judgmeat. and his labori- 
ous industry, in arranging and personally superintending 
all the general preparations and all the details of the ac- 
tual siege, -wHcli has resulted so successfully ; showing 
him eminently worthy of the position and rank in wdiich 
his ptrevious commander, General Sherman, had placed 
him, as far as ■was in his ptower ; and which rank I Would 
respectfully ask your interest for confirmation of by the 
President. , 

' Captain: Pelonze, acting, inspector-general of,- tlie 'De- 
partment; 'Captain T'lmier, chief ■ commissary .of the De-' 
partmeut';' Lieu tenant Porter, 'of'- the United 'States Ord- 
nance Department, and Lieutenant Wi'lson, Topo'g'raphical''. 
Engmeers— all 'in charge of batteries—rendered -'most -zeal-' 
o'us and' efficient sendee, ■^vhicli .'tlieir previous 'mifitary 
education 1ms so well fitted them for. Lieutenant P. ' H. - ■ 
O’Rourke, of the United States Engineers, acting us as- 
sistant-engineer to General Gilmore, was also most cncr- 
'getic and us.eful. ' 

“Of your own staff, I had the pleasure of noticing re- 
peatedly- under fire, most actively engaged, Major Halpin, 
assistaut adjutant-g'aif-raJ ; Lieutenant .Smitii, aciins a.s- 
sistant adjuTant -general ; Jlajor Hongli, mll^r es'ia-fitUly 
zealous; Major '\Vrigiit, Csuaains Thoinpsnu arni Dole, 
Lie.utonancs Stockton, Hay, and Kinsie. your rdds-— noL 
only complying witi: your own diicctions, but ready to 
aid me at all tin^iCs when needed. 

“ Lkiutenaut-Coluiscl Hall, of the volnnteor engmeer 
regiment, deserves moat esiKicial commendation for his 
nativity, Z(,'al, and gencnil usefulness at all limes, by 
night'and by day, by which lie constantly rendered must 
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ant approach to the city of Savannah 
secured. 

Captain Dupont having sent out a 
series of naval expeditions to operate 
upon the coasts of Georgia and Florida, 
was eiitilded soon to re[)Ort a succession 
of i-asily won tidiiinplis. 

The first exjxMlitinn vras to Fernan- 
dina. a small village ofFloiida, situated 
on the liorlherii sale of Amelia Island. | 
at the entranee of (ninberland Sound. | 


valuable services, as did tin* battalion of his liiio regiment 
(Inrina the siefre and previously ; and Captain McArthur, 
of the Eighth Miiinu- lie.siiuent, l«ing highly jiraisnl by 
fliiievent oineers wlio witnessed his successful maiiagcnieut 
of his men at the hiitteries, deserves luy conrmeiiclutiou. 

" TSio companies of the Third Ilhode Islaiul Artillery, 
under Cajjtaiu Tourhdnttc. sewed their gnus most dli- 
ciiiutlj' ; and the Seventh C^'imicclicut llegiment, under 
Colonel Terry, very ably mauneil the butteries which they 
}):id most luhoriondy cousinicted ; so tliat. 1 ilesignatcd 
them, fus I was pleased to find had been (luikiiowu to me) 
the previous selectirui of General Gihuorc, for the honor 
of being the first to garrison the Burrendereil fort. 

*tOf lay personal staff, iny Henior aid, Lieutenant A. 
B. Ely, acting assistant adjutant -general, was constantly 
with me when nut occujued otherwise l)y my direction ; 
still shouiiig inost eminently every qualification, as he 
had done previously, for the responsible position for 
which I had selected him-— and Lieutenant S. U. Benham, 
my Junior aid. and ri. H. Hawks, .acting aid, wore ready i 
and pnoiupt in the discharge of their duties. Colonel | 
Serreli, of tint vohuileer engineer regiment (acting tern- 
pt'rarily on my staff), shuw'cd great xeal anrl activity 
tliroughont. the action. 

“I w(»uld respectfully recomrneud in relation to the 
commander of the garrison of the fort. Colonel Charles H. 
Ohnstead, whose gallunt conduct as .an enemy, and \vho.se 
courtesy as a gentleman are entitled to all consideration, 
that should you deem it proper, the eourtesj- of the return 
of his own sword should he extended to him. His de- 
fence, I woulfl remark, was conxinued until almost the 
latest limit possible ; for a few honns more of our fire 
would, to all appearance. Lave sufficed for the destruction 
of the magazine and a larger portion of the fort, while 
another day would have nnavoidahly placed the garrison 
at the mercy of a storming eoluniu from our command. 

“I have the honor to be, sir, v(tTy respectfully, your 
obedient servant, H. W. BK-vir.vjf, 

“Brig. -Gen, Commanding Northern District, 
Department of the South . ’ ' » 


Though, an insignificant |3lace, its harbor 
is one of the best on the coast, and is 
commanded a strongly constructed 
fortress, Fort Clinch. Its coiiiinunica- 
tions, too, with the interior, by means of 
^Tirioiis railroads, are Avell cstahlL‘=;hed, 

The ex})cdiUon of Captain Dupont 
was of a foiTuidahle character. Tiie fol- 
io wing vessels com[)rised the fleci which 
onlerod Cumherlaiid Sound in the Mar, 
order named : ihe Ottawa, iMohi- 
can, Ellen, Seminole, Pawnee, Pocalion- 
tas, Flag, .Eiorula, Ja.mcs Adger, Bien- 
ville, Alabama, Keystone Slate, Seneca, 
.Hufon, Pembina, Isaac Smitli, Penguin, 
Polow,ska, the cutter .Henrietta,, the 
armed transport McClellan wilh a bat- 
talion of marines, and six other trans- 
port vessels, on hoard of wdiicli was a 
brigade of troops under the command 
of .Brigadier-Cxcneral IPriglit. 

The enemy were found to Inive de- 
scried the W' ()rks, and to bo I’ct reating 
rapidly into the interior. Commodore 
Dupont thus finding there was little need 
for the use of the formidable force lie bad 
gathered, detaebed the gun-boats on va- 
rious expeditions. The United Stales 
flag was iinmcdiai’Oly hoisted upon 11 h^ 
deserted Fort Clinch, and .Foriunidiim, 
and St. Marys were taken jiossc.ssiou of 
without any serious attempt at rcsisi- 
ance, a few scattering musket shots only 
being fired by the flying enemy as tlioy 
took to the railroad cars. The train 
was chased by tlie gun-boat Ottawa for 
two miles,. and shelled, it was supposed, 
■with effect. A steamer, containing mili- 
tary stores, was captured, but not until 
she had received some shots. “ There 
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were passengers on board — women and 
children— in the Dajdight (for that was 
the name of the steamer), and the brutal 
captain,” wrote Commodore Dupont, 
“ suffered her to be fired upon, and re- 
fused to hoist a white flag, notwith- 
standing the entreaties of the women.” 

Though the soldiers sij'ove in their 
flight to destroy, they succeeded in do- 
ing but little injury either to the towns 
or the railroads, and left behind them a 
large supply of munitions of war. Com- 
modore Dupont thus expresses his sur- 
prise at the facility with which the enemy 
had abandoned a place the approaches 
to which could have been so easily de- 
fended. 

“ It is impossible,” he says, “ to look 
at these preparations for a vigorous de- 
fence without being surprised that they 
should have been voluntarily deserted. 
The batteries on the north and north- 
east shores are as complete as art can 
make them. Six are well concealed, 
and, protected by ranges of sand-hills in 
front, contain a perfect shelter for the 
men, and are so small and thoroughly 
covered by the natural growth and by 
the varied contours of the land, that to 
strike them from the water would be the 
mere result of chance. A battery of 
six gims, though larger, and afFordiiig 
therefore a better mark, is equally well 
sheltered and masked. These batteries, 
and the heavy guns mounted on Fort 
Clinch, command all the turnings of the 
main ship channel, and rake an ap- 
proaching enemy. Besides them there 
was another battery of four guns on the 
south end of Cumberland Island, the 


fire of which would cross the channel in- 
side the bar. The difficulties arising 
from the indirectness of the cliannel and 
from the shoahiess of the bar would 
have added to the defences by keeping 
the approaching vessels a long time ex- 
posed to fire under great disadvantages ; 
and when tli(3 ships of an enemy had 
passed all these defences they would 
have to eiicounter a well-constructed 
and naturally masked battery at the 
town, which commands the access to the 
inner anchorage. We are told that Gen- 
eral Lee pronounced the place perfectly 
defensible. We are not surprised at 
this, if true. We captured Port Boyal, 
but Feniandina and Fort Clinch have 
"been given to us.” 

Commander S. W. Gordon was dis- 
patched with the gun-boats Mohican, 
Pocahontas, and Potowska to Brnns- 
wick. This sea-port town, the capital 
of Glynn County, in the southwest of 
Georgia, is’ situated on the Turtle River. 
It has an excellent harbor, and is con- 
nected with the interior by the Brims- 
wick and Florida Railroad, of which 
it is the eastern teriniruis. Its distance 
from Savannah, with which its connec- 
tions wmter and rail ai'e intimate, is 
only eighty miles. . 

Goinmander Gordon having crossed 
the bar and ancliored for the night 
in St. Simon’s Channel, within two 
miles of the forts wdiich guard the en- 
trance, proceeded early next morning 
to commence operations. The forts, 
both considerable w^orks of eartli tmd 
sand, on St. Simon’s Island and Jekyl’s, 
being found ahaiicloned, were taken pos- 
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session of. Grordon sailed with his flo- 
tilla toward Brunswick. . As he ad- 
Yaneed, the railroad train was seen to 
iiioYe rapidly away with soldiers, who 
fired the depots and whaiwes as they re- 
treated. (,)n reaching Brunswick and 
sending on shore a landing party of 
tweiity-iive inariiies and forty-two idfle- 
nieii with two twelve-poander guns, the 
United States flag was hoisted over the 
city deserted by its inhabitants. Having 
witlidrawn the troops and posted a notice 
urging the people to return, and prom- 
ising protection to tlio property of all 
good citizens, Commander Gordon went 
on board lii.s gun-boat and sailed toward 
Darien thi'oiigh the inland passage, with 
the hope of capturing some of the 
enemy’s steamers reported to foe there. 
Delayed in his course hy obstructions in 
the river, which, however, he removed, 
he litul the mortiti cation of seeing the 
,steame]’s move away at a rapid rate 
up rho Altamuha Hirer until they were 
out of reach. He now returned, aban- 
doning bis })tirpo.se of pushing on to 
Darien, which was reported, like Briins- 
wi<*k, to be entirely abandoned by its 
inhabitant,^. A company of horsemen, 
however, remained to fire the town, 
in case of the approach of the TJiiited 
States gun-l>oats. In this extract from 
Comnitimier Gordon’s report, there is a 
simple record of oppression and wi’etch- 
ediiGss which no studied rhetoric can 
intensify ; 

*'1 have been,” sa 3 "S he, “from .one 
end of St. Simon’s Island to. the other. 
But one white man is left on it. I saw 
him. He is with his aged mother and 


little child. He had never been in the 
army, refused to leave his house, and 
was in mortal dread of our coming, as 
the military had informed him that we 
came for the purpose of destroying even 
the women and children. We procured 
beef for the vessels at his plantation, for 
which we paid the price he asked, and 
furnished the family with some articles, 
such as coffee, salt, etc. — which articles 
they had not even seen for months. We 
stopped at one or two other plantations 
on our way hack. All were deserted, 
hut had been tenanted by the military 
at various times, for as late as Novem- 
ber some 1,600 troops were quartered 
on St. Simon’s. We found some of the 
places to contain large quantities of cat- 
tle ; and at Kind’s plantation, not three 
miles from this anchorage, we counted 
some fifty head near where we landed. 
All the blacks have been removed from 
St. Simon’s, and at Doboy we met the 
only negro seen, who was old and alone 
on the place. He had been the father 
of thirteen children, but he informed me 
that every one had been sold -as tliey 
reached about eighteen years of age, 
and, as he graphically expresses it, “ for 
ppcket-money for his master.” 

Thus tar the expedition had l:}een con- 
ducted without loss. A boat’s crew, how- 
ever, while on shore near Brunswicls; for 
the purpose of obtaining cattle, was fired 
upon hy some of the lurking enemy, and 
two men killed and several wounded. 

The third expedition was to the St. 
John’s Hiver, on the coast of Florida. 
Here again no resistance was ofFered, 
the enemy flying on the approach of 



the gun-boats, which pushed up the 
Mai% river to Jacksonville. 

IL “We succeeded/’ sajxS Lieut.- 
Commaridiiig T. H. Stevens, in hixS re- 
port, “in reaching Jacksonville with- 
out difficulty, aiid at every house, save 
one, found evidence.s of peaceful demon- 
strations and returning reason. On oiir 
arrival at this place, the corporate au- 
thorities, through S. L. Burritt, Esq., 
came off with a flag' of truce, and gave 
up the town. From conversation with 
intelligent citizens, I find that the in-, 
habitants are seeking and waiting for 
the protection of our flag ; that they do 
not fear us, hut their own people ; and 
from the occupation of this important 
point I am satisfied, if onr opportunities 
are improved, great results will followu 
klany of the citizens have fled, many re- 
main, and there is reason to believe 
most of them wdll return. I have just 
heard that the municipal government 
has been restored/’ 

Some valuable saw-mills, and a hotel 
at Jacksonville,'** were hurried by the 
retreating enemy. 

Oonimodore Dupont proceeded in per- 
Mar. ®on to St. Augmstine, on the coast 
of Florida, south of the mouth of 
St. Joliii’s River. “ I immediately,’'' he 
says, “ xsent on shore Commander C. R. 
F. Rodgers with a flag of truce, liaving 
rens(.»n to believe that if tlierc were any 
people oil this coast likely to remain in 

- Oevicna Himti'r, (l'‘s!rin,a: ii> coiicontvute his fnires, 
withdrew, (‘iir'ly in April, ilui 1,500 troops nudor (icnenii 
Wrifiiht, wIjo luid Iwen Ktationed ufc Jacksonville hy Gen- 
eral Shenn an. Willi them oaine a csmsuItT.ihlo Itody of 
loyal citizens who feared to remain without the protection 
of a United States military force. 

9t 


their houses, it would be at St. Aii- 

giistine.” 

© 

The Coiimiodore’s anticipations proved 
to be well-foimded, as will he seen by 
this interesting report of Commander 
Rodgers : 

“I approached,” he says, “St. Au- 
gustine under a, flag of truce, and as I 
drew near the city a white flag was raixsed 
upon one of tlie ].)astioiis of Fort Macon. 
Landing at the wharf, and inquiring for 
the chief authoritjq I tvas soon joined 
by the mayor and conducted to the city 
hall, where the municipal anthorities 
wmre assembled. I informed them that, 
liaAdng come to restore the authority of 
the United States, you had deemed it 
more kind to send a maimed boat to in- 
form the citizens of your determination 
than to occupy the town at once by force 
of arms ; that you were desirous to calm 
all apprehensions of harsh treatment tliat 
might exist in their minds, and that you 
should carefully respect the persons and 
property of all citizens who submitted to 
the authority of the United States ; that 
you had a single purpose : to restore 
the state of affiiirs which, existed before 
the rehellion. I informed the inmiicipal 
authorities that bo lung as they respected 
the aiitliority of the government we 
serve, and acted in good faith, municipal 
affairs would lie left in their own liamls, 
so far as miglit he consi.sient with the 
exigencies of the times. The mayor ami 
council then informed me that tlie place 
liad been evacuated the preceding night 
by two companies of Florida troo[is, and 
that they gladly received tlie assurances 
I gave them, and placed the city in my 
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hands. 1 recommended them to hoist 
the flag of the Union at once, and in 
prompt accordance with the advice, by 
order of the mayor, the national ensign 
was displayed from the flag-staff of the 
fort. The mayor proposed to turn over 
to me the five cannon mounted at the 
fort, wdiich are in good condition and, 
not spiked, and also the few munitions 
of war left by the retreating eneni}?-. I 
desired to take cliarge of them for the 
present, to make careful inventories and 
establish a })iitj*o] and guard, iiifortniiig 
liim ihai he would l)e held responsible 
for the] dace until our force should enter 
the liarl'-K)!*. I called upon the (flergy- 
men of the city, roquestiiig them to re- 
a.^sure Ilnur people, and to conlide in our 
kind inioiitiniis toward them. About fif- 
teen innnlred }>ersons remain in St. Au- 
gustine, about one-firih of the inhabilants 
having lied. I bedieve that there are 
many citizens who are earnestly at- 
tached to the Union, a large number 
wdio are sileully opjtosod to it, and a 
still larger miinhei’ avIio care very little 
about tho niaiter. I think that nearly 
all the men acqiiiesc 
of affairs 
There is 
feeling 

to mistake treason 
have a theatrical desire 
heroines. Their minds have 
been filled with the falsehoods so indns- 
triously circulated in regard to the lust 
and hatred of our troops. On the night 
before our arrival, a party of women 
assembled in front of the barracks a.nd 
cut down tho llag-staif, in oialcr that it 


might not be used to support the old 
flag. The men seemed anxious to con- 
ciliate in every way. 

“ There is a great scarcity of provi- 
sions in the place. There seems to be 
no money except the wretched paper 
currency of the rebellion, and much pov- 
erty exists. 

“ In the water battery at the fort are 
three fine army thirty-two pounders of 
7,000 pounds, and two eiglit-iuch sea- 
coast howitzers of 5,600 pounds, with 
shot and some powder. There are a 
number of very old guns in llu' foid ns<'.- 
less and not mounted. Hcveral good 
guns were taken awoiy some months 
ago to arm batteries at otln.;? harl)ors. 
The garrison of the phute went from St. 
Aiigustine at midnight on the lOlli for 
Smyrna, w-hcre are said to be about 800 
troops, a battery, the steamer Ca,rolina, 
and a considerable quantity of arms and 
ammunition. 

“It is very positively stated that the 
Governor has ordered the ahaudonment 
of East Florida, and proposes to make a 
stand near Apalaclii(iola.” 

■ After thus, obtaining possession of 
St. Augustine, Commodore I)u])ont dis- 
patched the Penguin, Acting Lieutona.iif. 
Biidd, and the Henry Andreev, Acting 


south of the former place. The object 
of the expedition was to establish “ au 
inside blockade,' capture any rebel ves- 
sels there, and guard from incendiarism 
large quantities of live-oak timber on 
the government land, cut and ready for 
shipment.” 


;e in the eonditioii 
we are now establishing, 
much violent and pestilent 
They seem 
for courage, and 
to figure as 
doubtless 


among the wujmen. 


Master S. W. Mather, to Mosquito In- 
let, on the Florida coast, forty-one miles 
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Commodore Dupont followed the ex- 
pedition in his flag-ship, the Wabash, 
and on arriving at ifosquito Inlet 
22t met witli a report of operations, 
which we give in his own words : 

'' I was boarded/' he says, by the ex- 
ecutive officer of the Penguin, and infbrni- 
ed that Lieiiteiiaiit Commanding Pudd, 
witli Acting-Master Mather, had organ- 
ized an expedition from the two vessels, 
and hud moved southward through the | 
inland passage, leading into Mosquito 
lagoon, passing Smyrna witli lb nr or 
live light boats, carrying in all some 
forty-three men. Soon after this report, 
whicli I heard with anxiety, the results j 
were developed. It appears tliat after 
going some fifteen or eighteen miles 
without any incident, and while on their 
return and within sight of the flenry 
Andrew, the order of the line being no 
longer observed, the two commanding 
officers, quite in advance, landed under 
certain earth- works which had been 
abandoned or never arnied, near a 
dense grove of live oak with underbrush. 
A heavy and continuous fire was unex- 
pectedly opened upon tliem from both 
these, covers. Lieutenant Commanding 
Biidd and Acting Master Mather, with 
three of the five men composing the 
boatts crew, were killed. The remaining 
two men were wounded, and made pris- 
oners. As the other boats came up, 
they were also fired into, and suffered 
moi‘e or less. The rear lujat of all had 
a liowitzer, which, howe^air, {-ould not 
be properly secured or worked, the 
boat not being fitted for the purpose, 
and could therefore be of little use. 


The men had to seek cover on shore ; 
but as soon as it was dark, Acting Mas- 
ter's Mate McIntosh retiinied to the 
boats, brought away the liody of one of 
the crew who had been killed, all the 
arms, ainmunitioii, and flags, threw the 
howitzer into tlie river, jiaesed close to 
tlie rebel pickets, who liuiled, h\it rfllc- 
itcM no re]:j[y, and a.rrived safely on 
bound the Henry Amlianv, 

‘‘ On hearing of this untoward event, 
I directed Commander Rogers to seiid 
off the launch and cutters of this ship 
to the support of the Aiulrew, The 
boats crossed the bar at midnight, and 
the next morning the vessel was hauled, 
close up to the scene oi' tlie late attack, 
but no enemy could be discovered.” 

The bodies of tiie two commanders 
were returned with a fhig of truce, and 
“ a Captain Bird, who had come froiii 
a camp at a distance,” adds Dupont, 
“ made some show of courtesy by re- 
turning papers and a watch, as if 
ashamed of this mode of warfiire ,t for 
these' wereAhe veiy troops ' that, , with' 
sufficient force, means, and materifd for 
a respectable defence, had ingioriously 
fled from St. Augustine on our ap- 
proach.” 

Apalachicola, like the other points on 
the coast of Florida, was, on the ap- 
proach of the ; Union gun-boats, Meree- 
dita, Commander Stillwagen, and the 
Sagamore, Lieutoiiant Drake, deserted 
by The enemy. Ao resisl,auc^.^ was imule 
Ij}^ tlie inliahitants, of whom there 
Were found but 542 out of the 
original population of 8,6()0. The to-wn 
was found to be suffering greatly from 
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CHAPTER X. 

■Great fear;-; artfully allayed. — Eii~e of tlie IvncToy. — Sudden u|ip<.!;ii'auce 
-Attack upuji tlic UiiiHii Mf.-i, — uf the CiiiidicrLiiid ami CoiipTe.s.s. 

■Flying the Flag to the rijiti-ei nf lia; ('uugrto.^ iUid thunhoriand. - 

an.-vious c-xpectation.— -A .'uddeji relief. — Animal i>i the lUenhur..— i,je- 
■lleappearance of rlu.- Menimac. — Eucoiiater vritli tlie Monitor. — -Van Brunt's detcripJiou 
-Itefcurn to Norfollv. — Ilesulis of tlie .struggle. — Goiiijiarative Io,sse:s. — 
■Her Cojmnander wounded.— Great piiblic iiiquietiule. — What tbe Merriinao 


History and description of the Merriinac 
of the Merrimac. —Alarm created. 

■ — Gallantry of the Union sailors.- 
The escape of the Minnesota. —A niglit of 
scription of the Monitor, 
of the conliict. — The Merrimac beaten off. 

The impregnability of the Monitor.- 
might do. 

No event of the war excited so great 

an interest as the appearance of 

1862 . , , . 

the eneiii3'' s iron-clad man-ol-wair 

Virginia, in Hampton Roads, and her 
attack upon the Union hlockading squad- 
ron. The “ Virginia” was foroieriy the 
United States steam frigate Merrimac, 
wliich fell into the hands of the in- 
surgents of Virginia when the Norfollv 
Navy Yard was abandoned by the Fed- 
eral officers. An attempt had been made, 
by scuttling and sinking, to destroy her, 
but the enemy had succeeded, in raising 
the hull, repairing the machinery, and 
by reconstruction, in rendering the for- 
mer Merrimac a most formidable vessel 
of war. Her hull -was cut dowm to 
■within three feet of the water-mark, 
and a bomb-proof shield of heavy tim- 
ber plated with bars of railroad iron, 
three inches thick, was built so as to 
cover her gun-deck, like tlie gabled roof 
of a house. Without masts, nolhiiig was 
left: exposed al.;ovc hut her smoke-stack 
and pilot-house. Fore and aft slie was 
strengthened witli solid oak and plated 
with thick steel. To her hows, moreover, 


was affixed a “ ram” of steel, something 
like the shear of a plough, for tlie pur- 
pose ^of piercing or running down ves- 
sels. Though the Merrimac was origin- 
ally mounted with forty guns, twelve 
cannon only were placed on board of her, 
but these were of the most formidable 
character. On each side she carried 
eleven-inch nav}’^ guns, and at the bow 
and stern two one-himdred pounders, 
supposed to he of Engiish maniifacture. 
These camion projected from port-lioles 
opening through the iron mail, withiii 
which the artillerists, wdiile loading and 
firing, could remain under cover. This 
novel wmr- machine had been long pre- 
paring, and although at one time tliere 
had been alarming rumors at the North 
of its formidable character, these had 
been allayed by the artful statement of 
the Southern newspapers, that “the 
Merrimac was a failure.”’ J 

About one o'clock in tlie day, ohserv- j 
ers at Fortress .Monroe saw a strange jjm., ; 

object, “ looking like a submergmi 
house with the ro<if only al)ove water,” 
moving down from Norfolk, liy the chan- 
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I nel in front of SewalFs Point. Signal 
I guns were at once fired from the Union 
I batteries and by the ships Cumberland 
and Congress, lying off and blockading 
the James River, to give warning to the 
rest of the United States squadron. 

It was soon evident that the strange 
object was the Merririiac, which, confi- 
dent in the security of her iron mail, 
had come out, accompanied by two 
small gun-boats, to make an assault 
upon our formidable fleet of men-of- 
war. She moved steadily an<l silently 
oil with her ports closed, steering di- 
rectly for the Cumberland and (kjngress, 
two sailing vessels of war lying off the j 
mouth of the James River, and as she ■ 
came within range, the latter opened j 
fire ujioii her with her heavy guns, but j 
the balls, as they struck, glanced off, ; 
“having no more effect than peas from i 
apop-gim.'^ i 

As the Werrimac continued to ap- I 
proacli the Cumberhuid and Congress i 
on one side, the steamers Yorktown and 
Jamestown, or Patrick Henry (ns she is 
now called), two other vessels of which 
the enemy had become possessed by the 
fatal abandonment of tlie navy yard at 
Yorfolk, came, followed by a small gun- 
boat, down the James River, where they 
had been long closed in by the blockade, 
and opened fire upon the other. The 
Pederal batteries at Newport Hews 
strove, by a heavy caniionade, but in 
vain, to prevent the approach of- the 
Yorktown and Jamestown. The Merri- 
mac, in the mean time, kept steadily on 
her course, making, after giving the 
Congress a broadside, directly for the 


Cumberland. When within a hundred 
yards of her, she and her consort, the 
Conoress, “rained full broadsides on 
the iron-clad monster that took no 
elfect, glancing upwards and flying 
off.” The progress of the Merrimac 
seemed, however, for a moment to be 
arrested, and she “ slowed” an instant, 
as if stunned by the shock. She soon 
recovered her momentum, and moved, 
“ head on,” for the Cumberland, wliicli 
she striidv with her steel prow, about 
midships, “ literally laying 0 ])eii lau’ 
sides.” The Merrimac now di-ew (uf, 
and firing a broadside into the doomed 
vessel, again darted against her, and 
completely cimshing in her side, left her 
to snds:.’=‘ The monster now turned her 
attention to the Congress, about a quar- 
ter of a mile distant, which had, in the 
mean lime, been engaged with the 
Jamestown and Yorktown. The Con- 
gress, thus beset, losing her commander, 
and dreading the fate of her consort, 
made for the beach, where she grounded, 
and after Ijeing raked fore and aft by 
the Merrimac, hauled down her colors. 
The Jamestown now boarded her, and 
took oil' some oflicors as ])risoiiers. The 
enemy, however, were driven off by the 
Union baiteiies on shore, which set lire 
to the vessel, and she was burned to iiie 
water's edge. The Cumberland was a 
sloop-of-war of 1,725 tons burthen, and 
carried twenty-four guns. She was built 
at the Charlestown Xavy Yard in 1812, 
and was consequently twenty years old. 

« “ The operations of tlio ilonimac on the Cumberland 
were performed,” says the Norfolk Day Book, ‘‘ in the short 
space of lifteeii mmutes.” 
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Slie wa,s, however, considered one of tlie 
most effective of the wooden sailing ves- 
sels of wiir in the navy. At the time of 
her destruction by the Merrimac, she 
was temporarily in command of First 
Lieutenant George W. Morris, who 
fought his ship with great gallantry, 
firing the guns as she was sinking, and 
keeping his flag flying to the last.'" 

Tiie pilot gJive this graphic account of the action : 

“As soon as the .Uorrimae got ovithin one mile of tin? 
Cumberland we opened lire upon lier frciin our ten-indi 
pivot guns and our rifled can non. Some of the shots 
struck her, and others passed an'l fell sliorfc. Site paid do 
attention wliatever to our firing until she got n(.*ar up to 
the Congress, wlien slie fired into her. Tiie Congres.s ivii- 
Biediately returned the coitipliioent by diselitirgiiig a 
whole broatlsidy, follow&l by another. She continuotl on 
her cour.se, still firing at the Congress, but seeming not to 
cure much for lier, and on coming much iifairer passed by 
her and made direct for the C!iml)erlund, imdoi- a full 
head of steam. On approaching sufficiently near .siie lired 
one shot at ns, which killed five men and cut away our 
main rigging, liamniock netting, etm The Cumberland 
at once replied by firing- into her most vigorously. The 
Keniiiiac then drew off for a short distance, ronnded, to 
and run into iis, striking iis on the port bow, backing off 
again and firing into us ra,pidly. We con tinned fill the 
while pouring shot and shell against her from our nine- 
inch guns and ten-inch jilvot.s, without produciii'i- any effect 
on her whatever. The Cninijerlaud now begun to .sink. 
The iron monster litid only run into n.s once juid still we 
knew that til ere w'as no chance at .ail of saving the ve.ssel. 
Altlw'mg'h in tins dangcrou.s and nioioently sinking* condi- 
tion, the men and officers nobly stoud tlieir ground. The 
Merrimac continued all this while firing 'Kvasioii a! shots 
into us, killing four or live men at every shot. The coek- 
jiit was soon lilkd wiili wounded inen, an-.; poor felh.e.v;,; 
maimed for life were scattered over the upper, gun, and 
berth decks. Still our men continued vmrking and. fight- 
ing their guns in the most gallant manner. Our forward 
ma,gaziu<i was soon filled with the water which was rush- 
ing into the sliiji, so that it- became entirely useless. Tim 
best, order, under the drcum.-tances, prevailed, but tlie 
cries of the w'uuuded were dreadful. At one tirue a shell 
burst thruaali the sick bay or hu.spitai, killiun four men 
who were on the sick list, and nnal.de to report for duty. 
At lad' the water rushed into the gun-deck ports, and it 
was seen that the ship would not float, nuich longer. She 
was now all down liy tlie head, and going fast to the 
hottom. The boats were therefure ordered uur, ami v.ilh 
riilliculfy brought alongside. It was, however, almost im- 


liFith the (_.d..iTnberlai:id went down a 
large number of men, and the Ivilled and 
drowned airiomited to nearly a hundred 
and fifty. 

The Coiigres.s was a sailing frigate, 
built at Kitterj' Navy Yard in 1841, 
and thus at the time of lier loss was 
twenty-one years old.. Her biirth,eii 
wa.,s 1,8GT Itfiiis, and she carried lifty 
guns. Her ciJiiimaTider, Sraitli, fell 
liefbre she surrendered,. During the 
conflict she had seven Ivilled and ton 
wouiided, while some twenty-three were 
talvcn pidsoiiers. The whole loss of the. 
enemy, according to their own account, 
was nine killed and twotlve wounded, 
an.iong whom wa-s Captain Frari,klin 
Buchanan, i.b,niiei:‘l,y an officer in the 
United Stsitcs Navy, who coiiimfiiided 
the Merrimac, and the first lieuteBaiit. 
When tlie klerrimac 'was first seen to 
approach, the Mii'mes<,:)ta, the St. La-w- 
I reiice, and the Roanoke, o.i.ich,ored in 
I .Hampton Roads, strove to jnin in the 
engagement. The .steamer }i[ii!!!e,sola, 
however, got aground within a mik' and 
a .half of Newport News, while moving 
to the scene of conflict, and when in this 
comparatively helpless eoridition, the en- 
emy, after engagiug tlie foi'ts. atmeked 
her. 

'Alt four r.M., the Merrinuic, James- 
town. and. Patrif.k .Henry,” says Captain 

pcwsible fur the ineu to get fj-run tbe gnn-tleck tu the .spar- 
deck, but suniu of tliciii cHinbed into the rtgv’iug. suvl 
otber.s .sprung ovvrho.’H'd tis the .ship whh .settling onl of 
sight-. Everyl.ti«i3’ was ijuturally endeavoring to rcuclj. 
tile boats ; Koinc fifty or sixty men were st.-mi iioating ami 
swimming about, cutebing at spars. Tlie rule now wa.s, 
ev(‘ry oiif! for Ifirtisflf. Qtiitc a iininber were enislicil by 
fill! after pivot giiU-, which rulletl about iu a dangerous 
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Van Brunt, “ bore clown upon my vessel, wliicli that of the caloric engine is the 
Very fortunately the iron battery drew best known. The Monitor was built 
too much water to come within a mile and launched at G-reenpoint, Long Isl- 
of us. She took a position on my star- land, in one hundred days. Her plan, 
board bow, but did not fire wnth accu- which was designed by Ericsson, was 
racy, and only one shot passed through claimed to be wholly original. The ves- 
the ship’s bow. The other two steamers sel was constructed with two hulls, an 
took their position on my port bow and upper and lower one. The latter, which 
stern, and their fire did most damage in was entirely submerged below the water 
killing and wounding men, inasmuch as and protected by the former, was built of 
they fired with rifled guns ; but with three-eighth inch iron, with an average 
the heavy gun that I could bring to thickness of three-cpiarters of an inch, 
bear upon them I drove them off, one Its length was a hundred and twenty-four 
of them apparently in a crippled state, feet, and its breadth where it was attached 
I fired upon the Merrimac with my ten- to the upper hull, thirty-four feet ; from 
inch pivot gun without any apparent this it inclined toward the keel, so that 
effect, and at seven p.m. she, too, hauled a ball could not strike it without passing 
off, and all three vessels steamed toward through twenty-five feet of water, and at 
ISTorfblk.” an angle of about ten degrees. The up- 

The Roanoke having a shaft broken, per hull was a hundred and seventy-four 
was towmcl toward the scene of the con- feet long, forty- one feet and four inches 
flict, but after getting within two miles, wide, and five feet deep. It thus pro- 
turned back. The St. Lawrence engaged jected beyond the lower hull at each end 
the Jamestown for awhile, and exchanged twenty-five feet, and extended over its 
broadsides -with the Merrimac, but got sides three feet seven inches. The sides 
aground; she was towed off in safety, of the upper hull were vertical, built with 
The gun and tug boats, while aiding the bulwarks of white oak, thirty inches 
larger vessels, and after being more or thick, lined with iron half an inch thick, 
less exposed to the enemy’s fire, were and covered on the outside with solid 
also forced to retire. Thus ended the plate iron, six inches in thickness, which 
first day’s work of the formidable Mer- enveloped the whole vessel to a depth 
rimac, whose early reappearance was ex- of five feet. The draft of the structure 
pecteci and awaited with great anxiety. in the water was barely ten feet, and its 
In the mean time, however, there had sides rose only eighteen inches above tlie 
arrived at Fortress Monroe the Monitor. suiTace. The propeller, rudder, anchor. 
This was the floating battery designed and machinery were pi’otectod within the 
by Captain Ericsson, a Swedish en- iron mail of the upper hull, 
gineer, who had been long a resident The deck was shell proof, and upon it 
of Hew. York, and become notable rose a cylindrical turret, to hold the 
for his ingenious inventions, among guns and those who served them. Its 
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Jieiglit was nine feet, and its diameter 
within twenty feet. It had two port- 
holes, both on the same side, armed with 
two eleven-inch colmnbiads, and was so 
constructed and arranged with niachiii- 
erv that it could revolve fifteen times in 
a minute. The revolving turret was corn- 
230sed of a rolled iron skeleton, one iiicli 
in thickness, to which were riveted and 
bolted eiglit larninaB of rolled plates, 
each one inch thick. Tliese plates -were 
very accurateljr fitted up, tlie seams ’were 
vertical, and the joints so arranged as 
not to come in the same line. The top 
was made bomb-proof bj' being covered 
with a bomb-proof roof placed sis indies 
down in the cylinder. An additional iron 
shield of two inches strengthened the 
side pierced by the port-holes, and which 
was most exposed to fire. Two enormous 
wrought-iron pendulums "were so arrang- 
ed that when the gun recoiled they would 
swing by and effectually close the port- 
holes. The vessel was a long oval in shape, 
with a clear deck without a rail, and hav- 
ing nothing above it except tlie revolving 
turret and the angular pilot-house, which 
could be lowered in action. The issue of 
the smoke and steam was through a pipe, 
which was so arranged as to shut in like 
ah ordinary telescope, while its outer 
aperture was covered with a homb-proof 
grating, which likewise protected the ven- 
tiiators. In the construction of this for- 
niidahlc madiine, Ericsson seemed to liave 
succeeded in solving the problem of ob- 
taining the greatest possible buoyancy 
with the smallest area of target. Tlie 
cost of the Monitor was two hundred. 

and seveiitv-five thousand dollars, only 
9.5 


I 

aljout an eightli of that of the faiiioiis 
English iron-clad Warrior. This sum 
was advanced by private citizens, confi- 
dent that the eeniiis of Ericsson would I 
triumph over the severe conditions im- j 
posed by the Government, tliat his work j 

should only be accepted and paid tor | 

after i,t had pro veil its efficiency liy tlie j 
test of success. To this trial it was des- | 
tilled soon to be siib,mitted, witli a result { 
which is now to be related. | 

The Monitor,* after a stormy voyage I 
from Aew York, during whicii lier ca|)a- I 
hilities as a sea-vessel were’ s(3riou.sly | 
tried, reached Fortress Monroe at nine j 
o’clock ill the niglit of tliat memo- j 

rohle day’s havoc by the Merrimac. ] 

Her opportune arrival, which seemed j 
like an interposition of Pr(,)viden,ce, was | 
hailed with a grateful welcome by all, 
stricken as they were with awe at the * 

tragic assault of the Merrimac, and the 1 

prospect of its I’eappearance. [ 

“The day closed, indeed,” wrote an j 
observer , at Fortress Monroe , , ‘ ‘ with sad- | 

ness ill the hearts of our" officers, besides ’ J 

I 

having' thei fact resting' on their minds, ", ■■ 
that the hostile iiiacliine that had just , , | 
made such murderous work had only j 
retired apparently to recruit itself, and j. 
then return to corniilete the destruc- | 
tion she had so auspiciously commenced. [ 
having the floating vessels here: at her j 
mercy. While despondency settled on j 
iiiany lirows, and conjectures were rife j 
as 1o where the Merrimac wouJd direct | 
lier attention the next <hiy. a gleam of j 
hope aro.se. At eight o'clock in the i 
evening, a bright, movalile light vais 

'niu .Monitor hul)Ho<iiicutly fnuinli'iTd at .Si.‘a. 
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discovered seaward coming from the di- The next morning opened with tne 
rection of Cape Charles light. It being prospect of a Mr day. A slight maj., 
known that the Ericsson battery had haze, as the sun rose, limited the 
left Aew York a few days prexioiis, sur- eager gaze of all observers toward bfor- 
niises were rife that this light might folk. At half-past six o’clock, however, 
proceed from the deck. The best night the morning cleared, and off Bewails 
telescopes were brought into requisi- Point could be seen the Merriniac with 
tion, and in less than half an hour after the Patrick Henry and Yorktown, and 
it first hove in sight the fact was circii- some hovering gun and tug boats, again 
dated that the Ericsson battery was Goin- advancing to the attack. A fluttering 
iiig up the Roads. The news spread at once occurred among the transports 
like wildfire ; the ramparts in the fort hurrying to a place of safety up the 
wxre soon lined with troops. At nine Chesapeake. On the Miimesota, to 
o’clock the Monitor anchored ofli* Fort- which the enemy seemed to be directing 
ress Monroe. Lieutenant Commanding their course, there was a busy but calm 
Worden immediately reported to Flag- preparation for the encounter, while the 
Oflicer Marston, and subsequently to little Monitor, lying quietly by her side, 
General Wool. It was at once deter- and hardly visible in the shadow of the 
mined by those officers to send the bat- towering bulwarks of ber consort, was 
tery to Yewport Yews, to protect that unmoved in the confidence of her concen- 
port ; also to defend the Minnesota, trated and impregnable strength, 
which was still on shore. Before she The conflict which ensued is best told 
started on her mission, an additiohal in Captaiii Yan Brunt’s own words : 
supply of ammunition was placed on “ At six A.M. the enemy again ap- 
board, and at half-past eleven o’clock peared coming down from Craney Isl- 
the Monitor went on her mission, to and,” he says, “ and I heat to quarters, 
await the appearance of things the fol- hut they ran past my ship and were 
lowing day. The arrival of the Monitor heading for Fortress Monroe, and the 
was, indeed, providential.” retreat -was beaten to allow my men to 

At two A.M. on the morning of klarch get something to eat. The Mcrrimac 
9th, the Monitor went alongside of the ran down near the Rip Raps and tlien 
Miimesota, which had become more and turned into the channel, tlirough which 
more imbedded in the mud bank, where I had come. Again all hands were 
she had grounded on the evening before, called to quarters, and opened upon lier 
and apparently lay at the mercy of the with my stern guns and made signal to 
dreaded Merriniac. The arrival of the the Monitor to attack the enemy. She 
Moijltnr Wiis a joyful event. '"Tlien iimucditiLelv r.i n dewn in nn- wnke. right 
all aboard, says (. aplaiii Yan IlrLini. williin the mngii of the Ah'ri’inuii', cem- 
”feh that wc had a frieml Lhal would 1 pletcJy eevering ui} ship }l'^ far as was 
stand ])y us in our hour oi irial. | p(j,-:>silile v/iih her dLiniimtive dlmonsions, 
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arid, much to my astonishment, laid her- 

i 

four rooms all into one, in its passage | 



self right alongside of the Merrimac, 

exploding tv-o cliarges of powder, which j 



and the contrast was that of a pigmy to 

set the ship on fire, but it was promptly | 



a giant. Gun after gun was fired by 

extinguished by a party headed by j 



the Monitor, which was returned witli 

my first lieutenant. Her second went 1 



whole broadsides from the rebels, with 

through the boiler of the tug-lioat I 



, no more effect apparently than so many 

Dragon, exploding it and causing some 



pebble-stones thrown by a child. After 

consternation on board my ship for the 



a wliile they commenced manoeuvring, 

moment, until the matter was explained. 



and we could see the little battery point 

This time I had concentrated upon her 

i 


her bow for the rebels, with the inten- 

an incessant fire from rny gun-deck, spar- 

1 


tion, as I thought, of sending a shot 

deck, and forecastle pivot guns, and was 



through her how port-hole, then she 

informed by my marine officer, who was 



would shoot by her and rake her througli 

stationed on the poop, that at least fifty 



her stern. In the mean time, the rebels 

solid shot struck tier on her slanting’ side ; 



were pouring broadside after broadside, 

witliout producing any apparent effect. 



but almost all her shot flew over the lit- 

By the time she had fired her third shell, 



tie submerged propeller ; and when they 

the little Monitor had come down upon 



struck the bomb-proof tower, the shot 

her, placing herself between us, and 



glanced off* without produciiig any effect, 

compelled her to change her position, in 



clearly establishing the fact, that wooden 

doing which she grounded, and again I 



vessels cannot contend successfully with 

poured into her all the guns whicli could 



iron-clad ones, for never before was any- 

be brought to bear upon her. As soon 



thing like it dreamed of by the greatest 

as she got off she stood down the ba_y, 



enthusiast in maritinie waidare. The 

the little battery chasing her with all 



Merrimac, finding that she could make 

! speed, when suddenly the iflerrimac j 


nothing of the Monitor, turned her at- 

turiied round and ran full speed into | 


tention once more to me in the morn- 

her Antagonist. For a moment 1 was 



ing. She had put one eleventh-inch 

anxious, but instantly I saw a shot : 



shot under my counter near the water- 

plunge into the iron roof of the IfleiTi- 


line, and now on her second approach I 

mac, which sui'ely must have damaged 

. . 1 

oi)ened ii])ou Iier witli all my broadside ; 

! her, for some time after the I’chels con- 


guns and ten-iucli pivot — a broadside 

1 ceiitratod their whole battery upon the 


which would have blown out of water 

' tower and pilot-house of the Monitor, 


any timber-built ship in the world. Sbe 

and soon after the latter stood down lor | 


returned inv fire with her rilled bow 

' Fortress Monroe, and we tlmught it i 


gun with a shell which jiassed through 

probable she had exhauste*! her supply 


the chief engineer's state-room, through 

of ammunition or sustained some iitjury. 


the engineer's mess-room amidships, and 

Soon after, the Merrimac and the two 


burst in the boatswain^s room, tearing 

' other steamers headed for my ship, and 
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I then felt to the fullest extent my con- j her port-hole and dismounted two guirs. 
ditioii. I was hard and immovably In the enemy’s official report it was 
oiind, and they could take position stated, “Two of our guns had the rnuz- 


imder iriy stern and rake me. I had ex- 
pended most of my solid shot, and my 
ship was badly crippled and my officers 
and men were worn out with fatigue ; 


zles shot off; The prow was twdsted, 
and the armor somewhat damaged by 
her encounter with the Cumberland.; 
The boiler of the Patrick Henry, one of 


but even in this extreme dilemma I de- her consorts, was reported to have been 
termined never to give up the ship to pierced by a ball, and two men killed 
the rebels, and after consulting my offi- and others scalded. The enemy, in 
cers, I ordered every preparcxtion to be their published accounts, claimed to 


made to destro}' the ship after all hope 
Avas gone to saAm her. On ascending the 
poop-deck, I observed that the enemy’s 


have had on the Virginia or Merrimac 
only two killed and eight womidod ; 
among the latter Captain Buchanan, in- 


vessels had changed their course and jured on the first day — and succeeded in 
AA'ere heading for Craney Island ; then I command on the second hy Captain A,p- 


determined to lighten the ship hy thrOAV- 
iiig overboard my eight-inch guns, hoist- 


Cateshy Jones — and Lieutenant Minor; 
Avliile they declared that the vessel itself 


iiig out prOAusions, starting AVater, etc. Avas uninjured. Though the Unionists 
At tAVO p.M. I proceeded to make an- believed her to be damaged, her reap- 
other attempt to saAm the ship by the pearance Avas dreaded, and formidable 
use of a number of poAverfiil tugs and preparations Avcre made to receive her. 
the steamer S. R. Spaulding — kindly Cn the rest of the enemy’s vessels there 
sent to ray assistance by Captain Tal- Avere, as tliey averred, only five killed 
uiadge, quartermaster at Fortress Mou- and nine Avounded. 
roe — and succeeded in dragging her The Monitor came out of the fight 
half a mile distant, and tlieii slic aauis Avithout injury, and with scarcely a mark 
again immovable, the tide having fallen.” of having been in the struggle. On the 
Hext inorniiig the Minnesota aauis toAver and hull there Avere left some 
got off, and anchored opposite Fortress slight indentations and breaks in the 
Monroe, paint, shoAving Avlieia) a score of halls 

Beaten off by the little Monitor, tlie had struck, kfost of these were on the 
]\Ierrimac, accompanied hjMier consorts, upper hull, Avhich seemed to have been 
returned to Xorfolk Avitli the conscious- the chief aim of the enemy, in the belief 
ness tliat in her second day’s encounter that there was some vulnerable point 
she had met AAuth more than her equal, near or below the AAUiter-mark. The in- 
She was reported hy negro refugees to he dentations at this part Avore not deep, 
much damaged. “Cue shot,” it was said, hut at one point there Avas a slight frac- 
. “from the Cumberland riddled her, and tiire of the end of the iron shealliing. 
one shot from the Monitor went through The ball which struck the pilot-house 
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merely shattered the cement, a particle | 
of which was driven into the eye of I 
Oornmander Worden, who was thus for 
some time disabled for service. The 
total loss on board the Minnesota and 
the tug-boat Whitehall, which ha,d gone 
to her assistance, was six killed and 
twenty wounded. 

^Notwithstanding the belief that the 
Monitor, wliich remained on guard at 
Fortress Monroe, was more than a match 
for tlie Merrimac, great public inquiet- 
ude was created Ity the performance of j 
that vessel. The fact that the enemy | 

r I 

were still in possession of so formi- j 


dable a machine, and were building 
others, made it manifest tiiat provision 
should be made to prevent further disas- 
ter. Congress at once voted a large 
sum for the construction of ii-on-clad 
batteries and ships, and the various 
governments of the northern sea-hoard 
States hastened to provide defences of 
a similar kind fbi' tlieir harbors, lest tlie 
formidable Merrimac, or some other such 
structure, should, in spite of blockading 
fleets and stone forts, enter the large 
commercial ports, destroy their throngs 
of ships, homhard the cities, and exact 
millions of tribute. 
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1861, 


The first session of the Thirty-seventh 
Congress commenced on the 2d of 
December, and on the next day the 
President sent in his message. Although 
there had been in the capture of 
Slidell and Mason, in the com- 
bined expedition to Mexico, of England, 
France, and Spain, and tlie seizure of 
Sh Domingo by the latter power, ap- 
parent Causes of eornplication in the re- 
lations of the United States with for- 
eign nations, Mr, Lincoln avoided all di- 
rect allusion to these important events. 


The reference to our foreign relations was 
of the most general character. In one 
paragraph the President declared that 
“ the disloyal citizens who have oflered 
the ruin of our country in return for the 
aid and comfort which they liave invok- 
ed abroad, have received less patronage 
and encouragement than they probably 
expected.- ’ This lie accounted for on llie 
ground, that foreign nations had dis- 
covered that they had more to gain 
from the Union in its integrity than 
from its dismembered parts, in another 
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paragraph lie recoiiinieiicled that ample 
measures be taken for coast and lake de- 
fences, “since it is apparent that here, 
as in evei'y other state, foreign dangers 
necessarily attend domestic difficulties.’’ 

In regard to internal communications, 
the President recommended, as a “mili- 
tary measure,” that the “ loyal regions 
of eastern and western N orth Carolina 
should be connected with Kentucky and 
other faithftil parts of the Union by rail- 
road.” 

“ The resources from all sources,” he 
stated, “ including loans for the financial 
year ending on the 30th of June, 1861, 
were $86,835,900 27, and the expendi- 
tures for the same period, including pay- 
ments on account of the public debt, 
were $84,578,034 47, leaving a balance 
in the Treasury on the 1st of July, of 
$2,257,065 80 for the fi.rst quarter of 
the financial year ending on the 30th of 
September, 1861. The receipts from 
all sources, including the balance of 
July 1, were $102,532,509 27, and the 
expenses $98,239,733 09, leaving a bal- 
ance on the 1st of October, 1861, of 
$4,292,776 18.” 

He at the same time expressed his 
gratification “ to know that the expenses 
made necessary by the rebellion are not 
bejmnd the resources of the loyal peo- 
ple, and to believe that the same patri- 
otism wdiich has thus far sustained the 
Government will continue to sustain it 
till peace and union shall again bless the 
land.” 

■ ' Por the purpose of administering 
justice in the insurgent States or Tcrri- 
vvhich might be restored to Fed- 


eral authority by civil or military means, 
he expressed the hope that Congress 
would devise a plan, not of a “perma- 
nent institution,” but “ a temporary sub- 
stitute, to cease as soon as tire ordinary 
courts can be re-established in peace.” 

His sole allusion to the slaves was in 
regard to those who, by the act of Con- 
gress or of the States, should be for- 
feited, and for these he reconiinended 
that some system of colonization should 
he adopted. 

His view of the policy to be pursued 
in suppressing the insiuTection was thus 
defined by the President : 

“I have been anxious and careful,” 
he said, “ that the inevitable conflict for 
this purpose shall not degenerate into a 
violent and remorseless revolutionary 
struggle. I have, therefore, in every 
case, thought it proper to keep the in- 
tegrity of the Union prominent as the 
primary object of the contest on our 
part, leaving all questions which are not 
of vital military importance to the more 
deliberate action of the Legislature. In 
the exercise of my best discretion, I 
have adhered to the blockade of the 
ports held by the insurgents instead of 
putting in force by proclamation the 
law of Congress enacted at the late ses- 
sion for closing those ports. So also, 
obeying the dictates of prudence as well 
as the obligations of law, instead of 
transcending, I have adhered to the act 
of Congress to confiscate property, and 
for insurrectionary purposes. If a now- 
law upon tlie same subject shall bo pro- 
posed, its propriety will be duly con- 
sidered. The TTiiion must he jyreserved. 
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tiie -ith of Jlnrch IuhI w'a.s 7,i»U0. Tuu uumbfr is now not 
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and hence all disposable ineaiis riiiist 
be employed. We should not be in 
haste to determine that radical and ex- 
treme measures, which may reach the 
loyal as well as the disloyal, are iiidi.s- 
peiisableY 

After an exposition, of the immense 
development of the United States in 
population and resources, the President 
closed with this view of the future 
grandeur of the country and an appeal 
to the patriotism of the people to se- 
cure it : 

“There are already among us those 
who, if the Union be preserved, will 
live to see it contain 250,000,000. The 
struggle of to-day is not altogether for 
to-day. It is for a vast future, also. 
With a firm reliance on Providence, all 
the more firm and earnest, let us pro- 
ceed in the great task which events have 
devolved upon us.” 

The Secretary of the Il^avy, in his re- 
port, was less reticent on the great ques- 
tions which agitated the country. Of 
the capture of Slidell arid Ma*son he did 


“The prompt and decisive action of 
Captain Wilkes on this occasion,” iie 
said, “merited and received the em- 
phatic approval of the Depai’i merit, and 
if a too generous forbearance was ex- 
hibited by him in not eapluring the ves- 
sel wdiich had these reljel emissaries on 
board, it may, in view of the special cir- 
cumstances, and of its patriotic, motives, 
be excused ; but it must by no means 
be perinilted to constitute a precedent 
hereafter for the treatiiient of any case 
of similar infraction of rieutrai obliga- 


tions by foreign vessels engaged iii com- 
merce or the ca.rrvii,!g trade.” 

In regard to tlie obst,riictioii of the 
ports of the insurgent States, by sinking 
ill the channels vessels laden with stone, 
lie declared that “ this, if eifoctuaiiy 
done, will prove tiie most ecoiiOKiicwl 
and satislacto,ry method of interdieting 
commerce at those points.” 

As proof of tlic efficiency of our 
cruisers, the Secretaiy of the Aavy stat- 
ed that one hundred and fifty-tliree ves- 
sels had been captured while sailing 
under various flags. 

His statenieiit of the naval force, and 
estimates of its cost, were as follows : 


NHinber of VcBael.?. 

Gnus, 

Tonniicf. 

C Skips-of-Iiue 

. . 504 


7 Frigates 

. . 350 

. 12.104 


. . 342 

. 16,031 

2 Brigis 

. . 12 

549 

3 Store-sliipii 

7 

. 3-12 

6 Ileceiviiig-Bliips, etc. 

.. 106 

. 6,840 

6 Screw frigates. 

222 

. ,21.4150 

6 Pir.st-class screw sloops 

. 11)9 

. 11,953 

4 I' iliii-t'ltiiijrS sttftUit wluups. . 


. DjUUfT 




' 3 Tliird-elass screw slooi'is. ' . 

. 28 ■ 

2,405. 

4 Thmi-e]a«,s side-wlieel steatHers. ...... 

. 8 

1,808 

2 Steam teriders 

.. ,'4 

' 509 

76'' ' , , 

1783 

105,271 

VESSiabS 'X'CRCCTASED. 



06 Side-wl:cfcl .‘HtCinaers 

. 166 . 

26,680 

■10 SiTcw steLUijer.-! 

. 175 . 

20, -0 >3 



«'! ‘.<1.^ 


4CT ■ 





2 Bria'B 

. 1 . 

4l>U 




136 

res 

7J,2li7 

VlisSTiUH CQKr>Tr.U(Tfa). 




■ ym 



rp) 

i 1 66 1 

12 Sid«;-wliK*l steimiere 

. 40 . 

8,400 

3 i .steuuier.s 

. IS . 

4.600 

52 

256 

41.448 

— uraliiiig a total of 264 %''esHeis, 2,557 g 

and 

21H,ftl6 

l(>tis. Tiiii aiigregalr- uuitdicr uf soaiiieti 

in tin; scrvii' ■ <.(11 


THE WAR WITH THE SOUTH. 


lesH thaa 22,000. The timoiiiit appropriated at the last 
regular session of Congress for the nar^al service of the 
current fiscal year was Sio,]6S,G/o; to this was added at 
the special session of last July S30j4‘16,876— making an 
aggregate for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1862, of 
.«!34,615,551. To this must be added : 

For vessels purchased and alterations to fit 

them for service $2,630,000 

For the purchase of additional vessels 2,000,000 

For 20 iron- clad vessels 12,000,000 

$16,530,000 

Add previous appropriations 43,615,551 

Total for year ending June SO, 1862 $60,145,551 

The estimates for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1863, 
are as follows : 

For the navy proper $41,096,530 

For the marine corps 1 ,105.657 

For misceUaneou.s olijects 2,423,478 

Total for fl.scal year ending June 30, 1863.- $44, 625 655 

The Secretary of War’s report was 
made memorable by the issue of a sec- 
ond edition, varying from, the first, a 
portion of which in regard to slavery 
being supposed by the President im- 
politic, having been altered at bis sug- 
gestion. In the revised edition, Secre- 
tary Cameron was made thus to speak : 

“It is akeady a grave question what 
shall be done with those slaves who are 
abandoned by their owners on the ad- 
vance of our troops into Southern terri- 
tory, as in Beaufort district, in South 
Carolina. The number left within our 
control at that point is very consider- 
able, and similar cases will probably oc- 
cur. Wliat shall he done with them ? 
Can we afford to send them forward to 
their masters, to be by them armed 
against us, or used in producing sup- 
plies to maintain the rebellion ? Their 
labor may be useful to us; withheld 
from the enemy it lessens his military 
resources, and withholding them has no 
tendency to induce the horrors of insur- 


rection, even in the rebel communities. 
They constitute a military resource, and, 
being such, that they should not he 
turned over to the enemy is too plain to 
discuss. Why deprive him of supplies 
by a blockade and voluntarily give him 
men to produce supplies ? The disposi- 
tion to be made of the slaves of rebels 
after the close of the war can be safely 
left to the wisdom and patriotism of 
Congress. The representatives of the 
people will, unquestionably, secure to 
the loyal slaveholders every right to 
which they are entitled under the con- 
stitution of the country.”'-' 

'' The following is the original version ; 

“It has become a grave question for determination, 
what shall he done with the slaves abandoned l>y their 
owners on tlie advance of our troops into Southern terri- 
tory, as in the Beaufort district of South Carolina. The 
whole wliite population, therein i.s 6,000, while the number 
of negroes exceeds 32,000. The panic which drove their 
masters in wild confusion fnnn tlieir homes, leaves them 
ill undisputed possession of the soil. vSliall they, armed 
by their masters, he placed in the field to fight against 
us, or shall their labor be continually employed in repro- 
ducing the means for supporting the armies of rebellion 

“The war into which this Government has been forced 
by rebellious traitors is carried on for the purpose of re- 
possessing the property violently and treiiclierously seized 
upon by the enemies of the Govenmient, and to re-estab- 
lish the authority and laws of the United States in the 
places where it is opposed or overthrown by armed insur- 
rection and rebellion. Its purpose is to recover and defiaid 
what is justly its own. 

“ War, even hetweon independent nations, is made to 
subdue the enemy, and all that belongs to that enciny, 
by occupying the liostile country, and exercising dominion 
over all the men and things within its territoiy. This 
being true in respect to independent nations at war with 
each other, it follows t»at rebels who are laboring by 
force of arms to overthrow a government, justly hring 
upon themselves all the consequences of war, and provoke 
the destruction merited by the worst of crimes. 4'hat 
government would be false to national trust, and would 
justly excite the ridicule of the civilized world, that 
would abstain Irom the use of any efficient means to pre- 
serve its own existence, or to overcome a rebellions and 
; traitorous enemy, by sparing or protecting the property 
of those who are waging war against, it. 
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SECRETARY CAMERO>?‘’S REPORT. 


Secretary Cauieron^s eidiibit of tlie 
strength of the army was as follows : 





- Y olimteers. 

.. , , — ^ 

States. 

Three 

For the 

Aggre- 


Month.?. 

War. 

gate. 

California 

— 

4,«SS 

4,G88 

Connecticut 

2,236 

12,-100 

14,636 

Delaware 

775 

2,000 

2,775 

IIIinoi,s, 

4,941 

80,000 

84,941 

Indiana.... 

■■4yC86 


62.018 

Iowa 

968 

19,R00 

20,768 

Kentucky 


15,000 

15,000 

Maine 

768 

14.239 

15,007 

Maryland 

...... — 

7,000 

7,0(10 

Massachusetts. ......... 

...... 8,435 

2G.760 

30,195 

Michigan 

....... 781 

28,-550 

29,331 

Minnesota 

— 

4,160 

4,160 

Mis-souri 

9,-356 

22,130 

81,486 

New" Hamp.shire 

, 779 

9,600 

10,379 

New Jersey. 

g,0fiS 

9,342 

12,410 

New York, 

10,188 

100,200 

110,388 

Ohio. 

10,-236 

81,205 

91,441 

Pennsylvania. 

19,199 

94,760 

113,959 

'Pdiode Island 

1,285 

5,890 

7,183 

Vermont 

780 

8,000 

8,780 

Virginia 

779 

12,000 

12,779 

Wi.sconsin 

792 

14,153 

14,945 

Kansas. 

— 

5,000 

5,000 


“The principal wealth and power of the Sebel States 
is a peculiar species of property, consisting of the service 
or lalsor of African slaves, or the descendants of ilfricans. 
Tiiis property has been variously estimated at the value 
of fr.nii $700X)f)0,000 to $.i,000,00f),000. 

‘‘ Why should this i'u'operty be exempt from the hazards 
and consequences of a rebellious war f 

“It was the boast of the leader of the rebellion, while 
ho yet had a seat in the .Sejuitc of the 'United States, that 
the Southern States would he eouipuratively safe and free 
from the burdens of war, if it should I-mj brought on by 
the contemplated rebellion, and that boast was accom- 
panied by the savage threat that ‘ IS(rtht-rn cities and 
towns would become the victims of rupiue and imlitary 
spoil,’ and that ‘Northern men shouhi smell Southern 
gunpowder and feel Southern steel.' No one doubts the 
disposition of the rebels to carry that threat into execu- 
tii'ii. The Wealth of Northern towns and cities, the pro- 
duce of Nrtrihern farms. Northern worksbojrs and inanu- 
faetories, would cerlainly be seized, destroyed, or appro- 
priated as militiu'j’- spoil. No property in the North 
would he spared from the hands of tiro rebr-Ls, and ibeir 
rapine would be defended under the law.s of w'ar. 'While 
the. loyal States thus have all their property and posses- 
sions at stake, are the insurgent rebels to carry cm warfare 
against the Government in peace aird security ts) their own 
property ? 

“ Iletuson and justice and self-preservation forbid that 


States. 

, — ^ y oj ij jif c. ef g. 

Three For the 

Moiitiis, War. 

Colorado 

— l.CiOO 

Ncbratdia 

— 2 ,500 

'Nevada 

] fff'iO 

Nev Mexico 

•— moo 

District of Columbia. . . . . 

2.823 J.fOO 


Total. 


101 


Aagre- 
gate. 

1.000 
S.dOO 
1,000 
1 , 000 , 

77,875 .-.pi.-;;: 718,5,12 


To the number of volunteers for the war, bib, 037, add 
the estimated strength of the regular army, iriducuiig tlie 
new enlistments, under the Act of July 29, 1801, wlucli is 
20,o34, and our entire military force nc-w in the fic-id will 
lie GCiO.'JTl ; the several arms of the servico being dis- 
tributed as ftillows ; 

Toinnfeera. EeguJ.ara. A 

Irifontry 557,208 11,175 

Cavalry 54,654 4,744 

A,rtillery. 20,380 , 4,30S 

Eifles and Sharpshooters.... 8,395 — 

Engineers. — 


107 


_'gregats. 

59,:'193 
24, 0.-8 
8,395 
107 


Total 640,637 20,3.‘34 6 60,971 

For the ensuing year appropriations were asked for 
500,000 men. 

The reiKirt. ef the Secreun-y of tho 
Trea.siiry vffi.s auxion.-ly awaitcol. ti-:wii]'j. 

STich shoiilfl be the policy uf this Government, but de- 
msind, on the contrary, that, being furced by iruiturs ami 
rebels to the extremity of war. all the rights mid pM’.v<-rs 
of war shendd he exercised to bring it to a «[.ee(Iy end. 

“Those who make war against tlie Goveruuieut jtisOy 
forfeit all rights of properly, privilege, or seeurity. de- 
rived from the Coustltutiun and law;-, ng.iin.-it wliieh they 
are in armc-'l robellifiu ; iuul a-; tlic labor i'ud service of 
their slaves constitute tin? eliief propi-rty of the rebels, 
such property should share the (.'oniiuun fate r.f rvur to 
which tiicy have devoted the property of hsjal eitizeiis. 

While it is plain thsit the .slave property of the 8‘uulh. 
is jirstly .sntijected to all the eon.v'qtieKce.s of rebellHms 
■war, and that the (iuver!une-sit would be inirnie iu its 
trust ill not employing all the right. s and powers of war 
to bring it- to a speedy clo.se, the detaiis of the plan 
doing so, like all other military mea.aure.s, must, iu a gre.it 
degree, 'be left to be duti;rm:nvd hy particuLir esigeueies. 
'■j’he disijosition of other property heloriging to iIjc rebels 
that licCouie subjei-t to our arms is governed by the eh- 
(■timstance.s of the ease. The Govertimcnt has no power 
to hold slave.s, nor to restrain a slave <?f hLs liberty, or to 
exact, his service, 'It has a right, however, to use the 
voluntary service of slaves liberated by war from their 
rebel niaster.s, like an}- other properti' uf tin- rehi-Is, iu 
whatever mode juay ho moiit c-ifieh-nt fi'-r the (hfeiieo 
of the Governiflont, the proseention of the war, and the 
suppression of tho rubeliiou. It is -as clearly a riglit of 
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rectioii, even in tlie rebel communities. 
They constitute a military resource, and, 
being such, that they should not be 
turned over to the enemy is too plain to 
discuss. Why deprive him of supplies 
by a blockade and voluntarily give him 
men to produce supplies ? The disposi- 
tion to be made of the slaves of rebels 
after the close of the war can be safely 
left to the wisdom and patriotism of 
Congress. The representatives of the 
people will, unquestionably, secure to 
the loyal slaveholders e\Viry riglit to 
which they are entitled under the con- 
stitution of the country.”''' 


less than 22.000. The amount appropriated at the last 
rej 4 ’ulai’ session of Congress for the naval service of the 
current fiscal year was 613,168,075 ; to this was added at 
tile special session of last July 630,446,876 —making an 
aggregate for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1862, of 
§34,613,551. To this must he added ; 

For ves.se] s purchased and alterations to fit 

them fcu’ service $2,530,000 

For the purchase of additional vessels 2,000,000 

For 20 iron-clad vessels. ... 12,000,000 


Add previoius appropriations. 43,615,551 

Total for year ending J’une 30, 1862. . . . . .$60,145,551 
The c.stiin.ate3 for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1863, 
are as follows ; 

For the navy proper $41,096,530 

For the marine corps 1,105.657 

For miscellaneous objects 2,423.478 

Total for fiscal year ending June 30, 1863.. $44,025 655 


The Secretary of War’s report was 
made memorabie by the issue of a sec- 
ond edition, varying from the first, a 
portion of -which in regard to slavery 
being supposed hy the President im- 
politic, having been altered at his sug- 
gestion. In the revised ed.ition, Secre- 
tary Gameron was made thus to speak : 

“It is already a grave question what 
shall be done with those slaves who are 
abandoned by their owners on the ad- 
vance of our troops into Southern terri- 
tory, as in Beaufort district, in South 
Carolina. The number left within onr 
control at that point is very eoiisider- 
ahle, and similar cases will probably oc- 
cur. What sliall he done with them? 
Gan we afford to send them forward to 
their masters, to be by them armed 
against us, or used in producing sup- 
plies to maintain tlie rebellion ? Tlieir 
labor may be useful to us; withheld 
from the enemy it lessens his military 
resources, and withholding them has no 
tendency to induce the horrors of insiir- 


* The following is the original version : 

“It has become a grave question for determination, 
what shall he done with the slaves abandoned ),)y their 
owners on the advance of our troops into Southern terri- 
tory, as in the Beaufort district of South Carolina. ITie 
whole wliite population therein is 6,000, while the number 
of negroes exceeds 32,000, The panic which drove tlieii- 
masters in wild confusion from their liomes, leaves them 
in undisputed possession of the soil. Sliall they, armed 
by their masters, he placed in the field to fight against 
us, or shall their labor be continually employed in x-epro- 
ducing the means for supporting the armies of rebellion 

“ Tlxe war into which this Government has been forced 
by rebellious traitors is carried on for the purpose of re- 
possessing the property violently and treacherously seized 
upon by the enemies of the Government, and to re-estab- 
lish the authority and laws of the United States in the 
places where it is opposed or overthrovm by armed insur- 
rection and rebellion. Its purpose is to recover ami defend 
what is justly its own. 

“ War, even between independent nations, is made to 
subdue the enemy,: mid idl that belongs to thxit enemy, 
by occupying the hostile country, and exercising dominioix 
over all the men and things within its territory. This 
being true in respect to independent nations at war with 
each: other, it follows tiat , rebels who are laboring by 
force of, arms to overthrow a government, justly bring 
upon themsolvcs all the conscfpxences of war, and provoke 
the destruction merited by the worst of crimes. That 
government would he false to national trust, and would 
justly excite the ridicule of the civilized world, that 
vould abstain from the use of any ellioicnt means to pi'C- 
servo its own existence, or to overcome a rebidlious and 
traitorous enemy, by sparing or protecting the property 
of those who arc waging war against it. 
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SECRETARY CAMERON’S REPORT. 


Secretary Caineron's exhibit of the 
strength of the army was as follows ; 

'~ZZ ^Yoluntecra. , 

Por the Agare- 
War. gate. 


■’rohjiitiiers 
F>j!- the 
W ar. 

1,009 

2,500 


Three 

Months. 


States. 

Colorado 

Nebraska 

Nevada 

New Mexico 

District of Coiumbia, 


Three 

Months 


California 

Connecticut . . . 

Delaware 

Illinois 

Indiana 

Iowa. ......... 

Kentucky 

Maine 

Maryland 

JIassiiclin.setts . . 
Michigan ...... 

Mimie.sota 

Mi.ssouri ....... 

New Hampshire 
New Jersey. . . , 

New York 

Ohio 

Pennsylvania. . . 
llhode Island . . 

Termont 

Virginia 

Wisconsin 

Kansas 


Total 77,875 610,037 718,512. 

To the nnniher of volunteers for the war, (HO, 637, .add 
the e.stiniated strength of the regular army, including the 
new erilistraeuts, under the Act of July 29, 1861, which is 
20,334, and our entire military force now in the field will 
be 660,971 ; the several arms of tire sisrvice being dis- 
trilaited as follows : 

Voltuiteers. Eegular“, Aggregate. 

Infantry 557,208 11,175 

Cavalry. 54,654 4,744 oO.dpg 

Artillery 20,380 4,308 21,«rS 

Rifles and Sharpshooters 8,395 — S,895 

Engineers. — 107 107 


Total 040,637 20,334 660,971 

For the ensuing year appropriations were asked for 
500,000 men. 


The report of the Secretary of the 
Treasury -was anxiously awaited, as with 


such should be the policy of this Grovernment, but de- 
mtmd, on the contrary, that, being forced by traitors and 
rebels to the extremity of war, all the rights and porsxu s 
of war should be exercised to bring it to a speedy end. 

“Those who make war against tjie Government ju-.lly 
forfeit all rights of property, privlh‘ge, or scenrity, ue- 
rived from the Constitution and Jaws, against whdeh they 
are in armed rebellion ; and as the labor and serviia.- of 
their slave.s constitute the chief propm'iy of ilie rebels;, 
such jiroperiy sUould share the common fate of war to 
’\%hk:h they liave <le.voted the ^iiaiperty ox loy.d citizens. 

“ While it is plain tlsut tlit- sJjive property of the Houth 
is justly subjecletl to all the CLathCipiences of this rebellioii.s 
Avar, and that the Govenimtut would he untrue to its 
trust in not cin})loying all the rights and p'oters of war 
to bring it to a speedy cio.se, the details of the plait for 
doing so, like all other military nieasuivs. jmisl, in a girat 
degree, be left to be determined by particular exigencies. 
The vlisposition <jf otlier projierty belong’ing to the rebels 
that become subject to our arms i.s governed by ihe eir- 
cnmstances of the case. The Government Las no power 
to Imld slaves, nor to rc•^^tra^n a aDve of his liberty, c>r to 
exact hi.s service. It has a right, liowcv'er, to use the 
voluntary service of slaves liberated by war fi'onx their 
rebel ma-stens, like any other property of tlie reb'ds, in 
Avhatever mode iriay he most eflicient for tliO defei;ex‘ 
of the Government, the |>rt>sec«tion of the war, and the 
suppression nf the rebellion. It is as clearly a right of 


“The principal AA'ealth and potAW of the Piehel States 
is a peculiar species of property, consisting of the service 
or labor of African slaves, or the de,scendants of Africans. 
This property has heeii A'ariously estimated at the amIuc 
of from $700,000,000 to $1,000,000,000. 

“■Why should this property be exempt from the hazards 
and consequences of a rebellious Avar ? 

“It AA^as the boast of the leader of the rebellion, while 
he yet had a seat in the Senate of the United States, that 
the Southern States Avonld he i;Oiai>:\ra1iYcly sale ami free, 
from the burdens of avuv, if it should he brought on by' 
the cuuteiiiplated rebellion, and that boast was aecom- 
pauhal by the savage threat that ‘ Northern cities and 
toAvns Avoulj become the vdetims of rapine and military 
spoil,' and that ‘ Northeim men should smell Southern 
gunpoAA-der and feel Southern steel.' No one doubts the 
disposition of the rebels to carry that throat into cxe-cu- 
lioii. The Avealth of Northern toAvns and cities, the jjro- 
(liit'c of Northern farms. Northern workshops and manu- 
factories, Avculd certainly be stdzed, destroyed, or api)ro- 
priated as military spoil. No property in the North 
AAmnld ho spared from tlxe hands of the rebels, and their 
rapine Avould he defended xmiler the lavs's of Avar. While 
the loyal States thus have all their property fuul posses- 
sions at slake, are the insurgent rebels to carry on Avariarcs 
against the Government in peace and security to their OAvn. 
property ? 

“ Reason and justice and self-preservation forbid that 
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the lengthened duvatioii and increased of that amount secured by United 
magnitude ofthe war, there was a great States stocks and redeemable m com 
desire to know how its immense ex-, on presentation ; and toO.OOO.OOO t t 
peases were to be met. His exhibit 7' 


showed the following estimate for the 

financial year of 1861-2 : 


EXPESDITURE. 


Expendittire for first quarter. |98,«o9,idi5 

Estimated expenditure for second, third, and 
fourth quarters, according to acts of extra 

session.......... 802,035,(61 

Additional appropriations now asked for. . . . 143,130,927 


States to the amount of $20,000,000, a 
tax on liquors, tobacco, etc., to produce 
$20,000,000, and an income tax to yield 
$10,000,000. The calculation may thus 
be summed up : 

Total sum to be provided for $213,904,427 

To be raised by taxes $50,000,000 


Ordinary revenue from customs, 

etc.... $36,809,731 

Ilevemie from direct tax. . . . . . . 20,000,000 

Borrowed already. 197,242,588 

BaLince of loans authorized . . . . 75 449,675 
Deficit. ............... ... .... 213,904,427 


.$643,406,422 By currency. 


150,000,000 


200,000,000 


Deficit. $13,90 1,427 


This deficit of $13, 904, 421 was con- 

Borrowed already i'JV,i;4Z,oat5 *1 i l 1 B . 

BaLince of loans authorized.... 75,449,675 sidered merely iiommal, and would be 

Deficit...., — ............. 213,904,427 covercd by that part of the public debt 

$543,406,422 thepayment ofwhichwould iiot pro- 

To meet this deficit of $213,904,427, bably he demanded, and certain re- 

he proposed to get $ 160,0005000 by trenchments in the expenditure of the 

substituting for the present banknotes Government. 

of the several States a Federal currency Mr. Chase, wiih a sanguine anticipa- 


the Govemiaeiit to arm slaves wheii it inay become neces- 
sary, as it is to use gunpowder taken from the enemy. 
Whetherit: is expedient to do so is purely a military ques- 
tion. The, right is , unquestionable by the laws ■ of' war. 
The expediency must he determined by circumstances, 
keeping in \dew the great object of overcoming the rebels, 
re-c.stablisMng the lawsj and restoring peace to the nation. 

“It is vain and idle for the Government to carry on 
this war,, or hopei to inaintain its existence against rebel- 
lious force, without employing all the rights and powers 
of war. As has heen said, the right to deprive the rciicis 
of their property in slaves and slave labor is as clear and 
absolute as the right to take forage from the field, or cot- 
ton , from the warehouse, or powder and arms from the 
magazine. To leave the enemy in the possession of such 
property as forage and cotton and military stores, and the 
means of constantly reproducing them, would ho madness. 
It is therefore equal madness to leave them in peaceful 
and secure possession of slave property, more valuable 
and efficient to them for war than forage, cotton, and 
military stores. Such policy would be national suicide. 
"What to do with tliat species of property is a question 
that time and circumstances will solve, and need not be 
atilieipaled further than to repeat that they ciuinot he 
held by the Government as slaves. It would be useless to 


keep theih as prisoners of war ; and self-preservation, tlio 
highest duty of a government, or, of individuals, demands 
that they should he disposed of or employed in the most 
effective manner that will tend most speedily to strppress 
the Insurrection and restore the authority of the Govern- 
ment. If it shall he found that the,lnen who have been 
held by the rebels as slaves are capable of liearing arms 
and performhig efficient military service, it is the right, 
and may become the duty, of the Government to arm ami 
equip them, and employ tluilr services against the reliels, 
under proper military regulation, discipline, and cummam i. 

“But in whatever manner tliey maybe used by tlio 
Government, it is plain that, once liberated by the rebel- 
lious acts of their masters, they should never again lie 
restored to bondage. By the master’s Iri'ason and reliel- 
lion he forfeits all right to the labor and service of his 
slave ; and the slave of the rebellious master, by his ser- 
vice to the Government, becomes justly entitled to free- 
dom and pirotcctiou. 

“The disposition to he made of the slaves of rebels 
after the close of the war, can be safely left to the wisdoin 
and patriotism of Congress, The representatives of the 
people will unquestionably secure to the loyal slaveholder 
every right to which he is entitled under the Uonstitution 
of the cotin try.’' 







45 Mr. Stevenis, of Pennsylvania. 


CHASE’S EEPOET. 


10 ^ 


tion tliat the war would close by mid- 
summer, expressed his belief that the 
extraordinary expenditure of the Gov- 
ernment would soon cease. He, how- 
ever, made an estimate for the year 
1862-63, as follows : 

EXI'KSniTU'RE. 

Civil list $23,080,971 

Inlerior Department;. 4,102,902 

War 360,109,980 

Navy 45,104,994 

Pui)lie duW, 42,sio,;j:iO 

Total $475,331,2-15 

IlEVI’XirE. 

Cnstom.s, etc. $45,800,000 

Direct taxes 50,000,000 

Doadt 379,531.245 


mm. 


$475,301,215 

The public debt would tlui.s be on tbo 
1st of July, 1803, in round numbers, 
$900,000,000, which Mr. Chase calcu- 
lated that the loyal States alone could 
easily pay in thirty years. The Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, however, had in 
his desire to present a favorable budget, 
greatly underrated the expenses of the 
war, which htive since been estimated 
by a competent authority,''' at three 
millions a day. M^ith such an increase 
of expenditure, to keep tlie debt within 
nine hundred millions to the 1 st of 
July, as estimated by IMr. Chase, would 
rerjuiro an aggregate taxation of mucli 
greater amount than $90,000,000, upon 
which the Secretary of the Treasury, in 
his report, calculated. The eilect of 
Mr. Chase’s exposition and suggestions 
was to cause an immediate suspension of 
specie payments by the banks througli- 
out the country, and over since gold has 
been quoted at a premium. 

The action of the national councils 


was marked by great unanimity in re- 
gard to ' the war. A joint resolu- 
tion of the Senate and House of 
Eepreseiitatives was passed, declaring it 
to be the purpose of Coiigress to j-m, 
impose taxes to produce $150,000,- 
000 annually, and a tax'-' bill was intro- 
duced, from wbicii it was believed by 
the more saiiguiiie that one liiindi'esl 
and sixtj-lln-ee millions might la; tit- 
tained even iti tlio hrst 3 -eur. Tliis, sup- 
posing that the war sliould cease by the 
1st of July, w<mld leave a considerable 
smqilus after ]>ayiii,g sixty millions of 
interest upon the national debt and de- 
fraying the a.nnuai e.xpense.s of the Gov- 
enunent in peace, estimated at seventy 
millions. 

A treasiuw-noto hill was, after a long 
debate, iinully pas.sed by l)olli, houses jq-.j), 
of Congress and signed by the Pres- 
ident. By Ibis measure llio Ireasury 
was authorized to issue $150,000,000 
in notes redeemable iti live years, or pay- 
able in twenty years at the ]deasure of 
the Government. These were declared 
to bo a legal tender, except for dutic'S 
on imports, whiclt mu-st be paid in e»>in, 
which also was p-ayablo only for interest 
on national bonds and notes. Large 
sums were added to the usual iqsjiro- 
priatioiifor the navy ; 813,000,000 were 
appropriated to build iron-clad steamers. 

Congress, b}’ eliminating fj’om its body 
all obnoxious members, seemed resolved 
upon securing a uniform loyalty t<t the 
Government. Xot only were those sen- 
ators and members of Congress, who had, 
since the last session joined the iu.<ur- 

45 The tax bill was tinally ptL&sv,d on ike 234 Juno, 1862. 





THE WAR WITH THE SOUTH, 


of tliat amount, secured by United 
States stocks and redeemable in coin 
on presentation ; and $50,000,000 to be 
raised by direct taxation in the loyal 
States to the amount of $20,000,000, a 
tax on liquors, tobacco, etc., to produce 
$20,000,000, and an income tax to yield 
$10,000,000. The calculation may thus 
be summed up : 

Total sum to be provided for $213,904,427 

To be raised by taxes $50,000,000 

By currency 150,000,000 

200,000,000 


penses were to ue meu, xub 
showed the following estimate 
financial year of 1861-2 ; 

BXi’ENniTUEB. 

Expenditure for first quarter 

Estimated expenditure for second, third, and 
fourth quarters, according to acts of extra 

session 

Additional appropriatious now asked for 

Total S 

PJEVKNUE. 

Ordinary revenue from customs, 

etc 836,809,731 

20,000,000 
197,242,588 
75,449,675 
213,904,427 


Deficit 81b, 904, 427 

This deficit of $13,904,427 was con- 
sidered merely nominal, and would he 
covered by that part of the puhlic debt 
the payment of which would not pro- 
bably he demanded, and certain re- 
trenchments in the expenditure of the 
Government. 

Mr. Chase, wi|h a sanguine anticipa- 


Kevenue from direct tax — 

Borrowed already 

Balance of loans authorized 
Deficit. 

$543,406,422 

To meet this deficit of $213,904,427, 
he proposed to get $150,000,000 by 
substituting for the present bank notes 
of the several States a Federal currency 


the Government to, arm slaves when it may become neces- keep them as prisoners of war; and self-preservation, the 
sary, as it is to use gunpowder taken from the enemy, highest duty of a government, or of individuals, demands 
Whether it is expedient to do so is purely a military ques- that they should he disposed of or etiiployed in the most 
tkm. The right is unquestionahle by the laws of war. effective manner that will tend most speedily to sup|:)ross 
The expediency must he determined hy circumstances, the insurrection and restore the authority of tlie Govern- 
keeping in view the great object of overcoming the rebels, meut. If it shall he found that the men who have lieen 
re-establishing the laws, and restoring peace to the nation, held hy the rebels as slaves are capable of hearing arms 
“It is vain and idle for the Government to carry on and performing efficient military service, it Is the right, 
this war, or hope to maintain its existence against rebel- and may heconie the duly, of the Government to arm and 
lious force, without employing all the rights and powers equip them, and employ their services against theroliels, 
of war. As has been said, the right to depiive the rebels under proper nrilitary regulation, discqjline, and enjumaud. 
of their property in slaves and slave labor is as clear and ‘^But in whatever ananner they may lie used by tljo 
absolute as the right to take forage from the field, or cot- Government, it is plain that, once Iil)erated liy the vehel- 
ton from the warehouse, or powder and arms from the lious acts of their masters, they should never again lie 
magazine. To leave the enemy in the posscs.sion of such restored to bondage. By tlie inaster’streasonandrelMd,- 
property as forage and cotton and military stores, and the lion he forfeits all right to the labor and service t>f his 
means of constantly reproducing them, would he madness, slave; and the slave of the rebellions master, hy bis ser- 
It is therefore equal madness to leave them in peaceful vice to the Goverumeut, becomes justly entitled to freo- 
and secure possession of slave properly, more valuable dom and protectiou, 

and efficient to them for war than forage-, cotton, and “The disposition to he made of the slaves of rebels 
military stores. Such policy would he national suicide, after the close of the war, can he safely left to the wisdriUi 
What to do -with that species of property is a question and patriotism of Congress. The rcpriiseutiitivos of the 
that tune and circum8i.ances will solve, and need not he people will unquestionably secure to the lo 5 ’al slaveholder 

every right to which he is entitled under the Constitution 
of the country/' 


hold by the Gnvemmont as slaves. 



CHASE’S REPORT. 


tioii that the war would close by iiiid- 
sumnier, expressed liis belief that the 
extraordinary expenditure of the G-ov- 
ernment would soon cease. He, hovf- 
eA’er, made an estimate for the year 
1862-63, as follows : 


EXPEXWTUIIE 


Civil list. 

Interior Departmeut 

War 

Iv avy 

Pablic debt 


823 , 080,971 

4 , 102,002 

360 , 150,980 

45 , 104,904 

42 . 816,330 


EEVENBE. 


Gnstoms, etc 
Direct taxes. 
Deficit. . . . . . 


845 , 800,000 

50 , 000,000 

370 , 531,245 
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THE WAR WITH THE SOUTH, 


gents, formallj espelled, but Senator 
Bright, of Indiana, charged with hav- 
ing had friendly coiiiinunication with 
the President of the Southern Confed- 
eracy, was, in spite of his assertions of 
fidelity to the Union and the report of 
the Judiciary Committee in his favor, 
summarily dismissed from the Seii- 
ate by a vote of thirty- two to four- 
teeu. The newly-elected senator from 
Oregon, Mr. Starke, moreover, charged 
with having uttered sentiments favor- 
able to the insurgents, was only admit- 
ted to his seat after a severe scrutiny 
and a vote, with a small majority in liis 
favor. 

Congress, in its vigorous efforts at 
piirificatlon, investigated the conduct of 
public officers with a severe and unex- 
ampled scrutmyj and exposed an extent 
of corruption which gave a great shock 
to the patiiotio sentiment of the coun- 
try. In the war and navy departments 
immense sums, it was proved, had been 
lavished upon, favorites and relatives by 
bestowing upon them contracts which 
were either unfaithfully performed or 
unduly paid for. , 

The pertinacious investigations by 
Congress into the conduct of the war 
department are supposed to have led to 
Jan. resignation of Secretary Cam- 
eron, who, however, would seem to 
have retained the respect of the Presi- 
dent, who compensated him for the loss 
of his secretaryship and public confi- 
dence by the appointment of minister to 
Hussia. He was succeeded by the pres- 
ent energetic head of the war depart- 
ment, the Honorable Edwin M. Stan- 


ton.'"' Secretary W elies, though equally 
beset by congressional inquiry and cen- 
sure, was more tenacious of office, and 
contented liimself, while clinging to his 
place, with writing a justification of his 
conduct. 

Slavery was of course the most prom- 
inent topic of debate, and notwithstand- 
ing the fierce opposition of most of the 
senators and representatives from the 
border States, aided by a few hTortheni 
Pemocrats, great progress was made 
toward emancipation. A bill estab- 
lishing a new article of war, to the 
effect that no officer of the army shall 
return fugitive slaves, was passed by a 
large maj ority . The two most imp ort- 
ant measiu’es, however, were the act 
adopting the resokitionf in favor of 


® Edwin M. Stanton, now aecretary of war, is forty-flvo 
years of age. He was born at Steubenvillej Ohio, where 
he began the practice of law, after having graduated at 
Kenyon College. He is the author of a portion of the 
Eeports of the Supreme Court of Ohio, which bear his 
name. In 1848 he removed to Pittsburg, Pennsylvania,, 
where heat once took his place at tire head of the bar. 
Early in the administration of Mr, Buchananj Mr. Stanton 
Wiis selected by Attorney-General Black to represent the 
Government in. the important land cases in Cal ifornia. 
When Mr. Cass resigned his post as secretary of state, Mr. 
Black, the only loyal member of the cabinet, %vaa ap- 
pointed to the place, and at his request the attorney-gen- 
cralship, which he liad vacated, was urged upon ilr. Stan- 
ton, ^Yho accepted it reluctantly. In the caliluot lie asso- 
ciated with Holt and Dix, and to their coinhined efforts 
is due the patriotic course which marked the last few 
weeks of Mr. Buchanan’s administration. Mr. Stanton 
has been, throughout life a Democrat, and his norain.ation 
and unanimous confirmation as head of the most import- 
ant department under a President of iinother party was a 
proof of the general esteem. 

*j- This was suggested hy the President in the. following 
message : 

“ Eei,low-Citizf.s.s of I’lm Senate and House of Eepuic- 

SESTATIVra — 

“ I recommend tiro adoption of a joint resolution by your 
honorable bodies: which shall be substantially os follows i 
Resolved, That the United States ought to co-operate 





ACTION OF COXO-EESS, 


compensating those States which should aholishing 
choose to emancipate their slaves, and tliat Coliimhia 


avery in the District of 
:vs«ed bv a vote in the 


vatli any State wliicli may adopt a gradual abolishment 
of slavery, giving to siieh State peciiniary aid, to bo used 
by sueli Stiite in its discretioji to compensate for tiie in- 
conveniencfs, public and private, jiroduced by siicb change 
of sj’sfcem. 

“ If the p>roposi(:i.ou contained in tlie resolntimi does not 
meet tiie approval of C<mgress and the comitry, there is 
tlie end ; l:iut if it does coinmand such, approvai, I (Iceiu 
it of iraportauce that tiie States and people iininediatciy 
interested slrould lie at once distinctly notified of tlie fact, 
so that they may begin to consider ivhet her to acceptor 
r^yeut it. The Federal Government would hud its highest 
interest in such a measure as one of tiie most ehicient 
means of selFpreservation. , 

“ The le'.ider.s of the existing insun-octlon entertain the 
hope that the Government will ultimately be forced to 
ackiiowlei.lge the indejiendeuce of some part of the disaf- Tlie President subsequently (July 14th) submitted a 
fveted region, and that all tlie .slave State.s north of such draft of a bill for tliis purpose : 

parts will tlien say, ‘ The Union, for which we have strug- “ Pimtow-CiTizENS of the Senate A>:n Hotf.~E of PiT'.fkksent- 
gled, being already gone, we now choo.se to go with the atives — 

Southern section.’ To deprive them of this hope sub- “Herewitliis the draft of the bii! to coTnprn^'itf* nny 
staiiti!,dly ends the rebellion, and the initiation of eman- State which may al-ioli.-^h shivery within its limits, thr 
cipation completely deprives them of it. As to all tiie passage of which, substantially as pr.esente I, I n.-;|.c.'tfuliy 
States initiiitiug it, the point is not tliat all the States tol- and earnestly recommend. Amatii v?r Lrve u,.v. 

orating slavery would \-ery soon, if at all, initiate eman- ''■ lie it enacted hy the Smats and I'li't'-e qf .id, 

eipation, hut that wliile the offer is equ'illy made to all, of the United Shfea of Amerka m C) tniv-'; ao-c'iydid. Tint 
the more northern sliall, by such initiation, make it cor- whenever the Pixsilent of the Uniiod Sr ite.s .dull he 
tain to the more soutliern tint in no event will the for- satisfied that any State shall have lawfully altolishod 
mer ever join tlie latter in thtdr proposed confederacy, slavery within and thronghoiir, such .^tatc, either ini- 
I .‘lay ‘ initiation,’ because, in my judgment, gradual and mediately or gradually, it sliall he the duty r-f the Pnw- 
iiut sudilen emandpatiou is better foi’ all. , idciifc, assisteil by the Sfcrctary of tin 7're.Tsnry, to pre- 

‘• In the mere financial or pecuniary view, any'- memher pare and deliver to mvh St'it(; an amfumt of .six p<*r cent, 
of Congress, with the cemius t!i.bIo.s and the treasuiy re- iutorost-hearing bonds of the Unit^.-d Sut'S. equal to the 

port.s before Irim, can readily gee for himself how very aggregate value, at rlollais ji'‘rhcid, of ail the. slaves 

soon tlie current expenditures of the war would fmichase, within such State, as I'cp. .rted by the fuisr.s ni 'tne thmi- 
at a fair valuation, all the slaves in any iiamei] State, sand eight hundred and sixty ; ihc v.-helc am-.uut t,.r auv 
Sueli la proposition on the piart of the General Govern- one State to he delivei'ed at onc“. ii the aunlidnuent be 
rnent sets up) no claim of a right by federal authority immediate, or in equal armiial Ins? dmente it it be graduul, 
to interfere with slavery within State limits, referring, a.s inter&st to begin running on eacli b’lad, a,t the time m - 
it does, the absolute control of the subject in each case livery, and not before. 

to the State and its people immediately interested. It “And he it farthr enacted,: That if any M'lle luivincr so 
is proposed as a matter of perfectly free choice with Teccived any sneli bonds shall, at any time aft ei ward by 

them. l;iw,re-introduceort<flemtesl;iveryuithii}it.sIiiaifs.cou- 

“ In the annual m('*'isag<j last Decemher I thought lit to trary to the act of uholi.dmient upou uliich such bond' 
say: ‘The Union must ho. preserved, and lienee all iudisjien- shall have been received, suhl iioudi so neuved by .'-•u 1 
sable means must be oinpdoyed.’ I .said this not hastily, State shall at once he null and void in u hoi.e.sije\ ..a h uid- 
bat deliberately. War has been and c<?ntimit‘S to l»o an they may be, and .such State shalt retuud to tie; United 
iudi.siv'nsable moans to this end. A practical reackimwl- States all interest uhieh may have been paid «iu sueii 
edgment of the natbmai authority would render the war bonds." 

unuceeta.s.iry. and it Avuuld at once cea^e. If, however, re- This action of the Prc,sident led to a conference of the 
Bistance continues, the war must also continue, and it is senators and members of t'oiigrcss ol rhe holder .^fate.s, 
impossible to foresee all the inddente which may attend in the course of vviiich a mfijority of them ded'le 1 agatn.-r 
and all the ruin w'hich may follow it. Such as may seem all such interference with slavery. Tim minority, hou- 


indispensable- or m;iy obviously jfrorrr.-- g 
toivavd ending the straggle irmsf me! v.U! e, 

"'rhe propjosition novr made, tl.iurh tr. 
hope it may be esteemed no ou’-uo,- to a jn-fL(-r tiiC 
pectmiavy consideration tenclf-n-il voiPd 3 i,,t | ,,f tie .re 

value to the State, s and private cone thus 

are th»3 .institution and property in it, iu the prc.-uiu ■■le- 
pect of .fiffe.ii'.s'? Wldlc it is true tliat tiie a'l’.pn-ii, of the 
proposed resolution w(,vu[d Ik; merely ini!; it' iry, and su.it 
■wifliin i'scif si practical rneasuju, it is rr'e.,iii!neriiie'l jii the 
liope that it would soon lead to irnpni't;i,rit nsiihs. 

“ In. full view of my gs'cat rf.!Spon.«il)iijty to my GfovI uml 
to my coimtry, I c-avne.stly Iseg the attentif.m of C<:,iugTes.s 
and the people to the subject. 

"Aek.vhajc Lixcolx.” 


cD.*' 
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ixpelled, but Senator 


gents, formally e: 

Bright, of Indiana, charged with bav- beset by coiigre 
ing had friendly communication with sure, was more 
the President of the Southern Oonfed- contented hims 
eracy, was, in spite of his assertions of place, with wrr 
fidelity to the Union and the report of conduct, 
the Judiciary Committee in Ms favor, Slavery was < 
summarily dismissed from the Sen- inent topic of d 
ate by a vote of thirty- two to four- ing the fierce c 
teen. The newly-elected senator from senators and r 
Oregon, Mr. Starke, moreover, charged border States, t 
with having uttered sentiments favor- Democrats, gr< 
able to the insurgents, was only admit- toward emanc 
ted to his seat after a severe scrutiny fishing a new 
and a vote, with a small majority in his effect that no 
lavor. return fugitive 

Congress, in its vigorous efforts at large majority, 
purification, investigated the conduct of ant measures, 
public ofiicers with a severe and unes- adopting the 
amnled scrutiny, and exposed an extent WrTTTUTU 

^ '' Edwin M. Stantoi 

of corruption which gave a great shock years of age. He wat 
to the patriotic sentiment of the coun- the practice 

try. 111 the war and navy departments ^he Snpre 

immense sums, it was proved, had been name, in iS48 he n 
lavished upon favorites and relatives by ^ 

Early m the admmist] 

bestowing upon them contracts which was selected hy Attor 
were either unfiiithfully performed or m the i 

_ , ^ When Jlr. Casa resign 

unduly paid for. the only loya 

The pertinacious investigations by pointed to the pJace, i 

Congress into the conduct of the war ton, who accepted it- 
department are supposed to have led to ciated with iioit, and 
Jaa. resignation of Secretary Cam- the patriotic 

eron, who, however, would seem to has been throngliuut 
have retained the respect of the Presi- unanimous coufn 

t . , 1 T> n I T ant department undei 

dent, who compensated mm for the loss proof of the general c 
of his secretaryship and public confi- t was suggeste 
denoe by the appointment of minister to os 

Russia. He was succeeded by the pres- sentativos— 
ent energetic head. of the war depart- 

^ honorable bodies whit 

ment, the: Honorable Edwin M. Stan- “ Emlved, That ih< 
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coriipeiisating tliose States wliicli should 
choose to emancipate their slaves, and tliat 


abolishing slavery in tlie District of 
Coliiinl'jia iias,sed bv a vote in tlie 


witli. any State wliidi jaay adopt a gradnal abolishment 
of slavery, giving to such State pecmilary aid, to ije used 
hy such State in its discretion to conijiensate for the ill- 
conveniences, public and private, produced liy bucli change 
of system. 

‘■If the propo.sition contained in the rnsolutioii does not 
meet tlie apiiroval of Cougross and the conntry, tliere is 
tlie end ; Imt if it does comniand .such approval, I fleeiu 
it of importance that the States and |■■eo[lle immei]i:it.eiy 
interested sliould lie at once distinctly notified of the fact, 
so that they niay liegiii to consider v.dietber to accept or 
reject it. The Federal Government would find it.s Irigliesfc 
interest in sucli a maasurti as one of the most efficient 
moans of .self-preservation. 

“ Tiie leaders of tlie existing insurrection entertain the 
hope that the Government will •ultimately be 'forced to 
acknowlerlge the independence of some j'lart of the disaf- 
fected region, and that all the .slave States nortli of such 
parts will then say, ‘ Tire XJiiioii, for wdiicli we have strug- 
gled, being already gone, vre now choose to go with the 
Southern section.’ To deprive them of this hope sub- 
stantially ends the xebellion, am.! the initiation of eman- 
cipation completely deprives them of, it. As to all the 
States initiating it, tlie point is not tlnit all the States tol- 
erating slavery would very soon,, if at all, initiate ernan- 
cipatipn, hut that while the olfer is equally, made to all, 
the more uorthem Bliall, by such initiation, inake it cer- 
tain to the more southern that In, no event will the for- 
mer ever join .the’ latter in their proposed confedenicy. 
I say ‘ initiation,’ because, in my judgment, gradual and 
not sudden emancipation is better for all. 

“ In . the 'mere iinancial or pecuniary view, .any member 
of Congress, %vith tiie census tables and the treasury re- . 
ports before him, can readily see for himself how' , very- 
soon tlio curr'C'iit expenditures of the war xvouhl pui'chase, 
at a fair valuation, all the .daves iii any named Slate. 
Such a proposition on the p»art of the General Govern- 
ment .sets up no claim of a right liy feilenil authority 
to interfere with slavery within Stats limits, referriu,g, us 
it does, the ab.-ojute cintrol of the siibjeei. in r-ai.-ii cu.-^e 
to the State iusd its pe-.iple iiiimcdiatcly interested. It 
i.s proposed as a matter of perfectly free choice with 
them. 

“ In the sinnual inessagn last 'De.oeinbcr I thought lit to 
say : ‘The Union mirritheju-mirved.andbt-nce all indispeu- 
sahle means must be employed. ' 1 sahl this m.t hastily, 

hut deliberately. IVur has bceu and eontiuue.s to I'c an 
indisj.K'muible moans to this end. A piractitail reiuhnow'l- 
edgmeut of the nati.mal aiithurity would remlor the -war 
unnecessavy, and it w'ould at once cease. If, however, re- 
sistance continues, tlie war must !iIso conlimu;, and it is 
iinpos.sii.)lo to firresee all the incidents wliich may attend 
and all the ruin -^vhlch may follow it. finch as may seem 


iiidisponsable or m ty obGori-'v ro"e;ii-'' gp-;t 
toward t'ndiug the struggle ruu-t uu'’! v 111 o .gjo. 

‘•The projiigitioii nuv,- j;.;i rli.iv.gb un lUfi-r only, I 
hope it luRV b'C e-b-cuieil no ofiVne.* to rsl: •ubotiior tla- 
p-Tuni:iry con-idoridiun tendcif-.l vo.uM not b.- of runif; 
Value to the iSi.aie.s .'uid prlva.le pf'i>'o;i.c f' rnc-TU'-iJ !h:tn 
futj the histitutiun simi in it, In lUa pn-- ml n, - 

pect (..>f affitirs ? While it is true that tlie adoptioji of 
pri:ipose(l resolution would lie merely iiiiti it'.ry. a'!iil not 
within itself a practical measure. if reo' .lanii'nih-fi iu the 
liojie tliat it 'would kooii lead to import lut rL''nit«. 

“ In full vievr of my great respon'-iiiliitr to my God .end 
to ray country, I earnestly liCg the attei.tiuu <1 Ctmgres.s 
and the people to the subject. 

“Aee.iham Lixcoln.” 


'Tlie President subsequently (July 14th') submitted a 
draft of a bill for this |.)urpose : 

“ FE.tT.ow-CiTiZES.s or THJ3 Sexate Ao:n House of PiF.pkese.n't- 

ATIVESi — 

“Herewith is tlie draft of the bill to compensate any 
State which mii,y alxilish slavery within its limits, tlar 
pas.-!age of 'whicli, sulistantially as presented, I rcspccifully 
and earnestly recommend. Aurauam LTSc.tj.s. 

“./Ilf! U enackd hj tlw ^mnte . ami Ihuse of 
of the United States of Amerim m Congress tmmidded, Tliat 
whenever the Pre.sident of the Ilnited, States sliall be 
satisfied tliat any State shall have lawfully aladisbed 
slavery within, and Ghroughmit. siiclr State, either im- 
mediately or gradually, it Bliall be the duty of, the .Pres- 
ident, .assisted Ifj the Secretary of the Treasury,' id. pre- 
pare and deliver to each Stathaii amount of six ixu* cent, 
interest-bearing. bonds of tiie United. States, equal to, tlie 
aggregate value', at - — ■ dollars, per liead, .of all the 'slaves 
within, such State, as reported by the census of one tliou- 
s-ind eight liumlre.l and sixty ; the whole amonnr. fnr any 
one State to be delivered at once, if the abolishment .be 
inmiediate, or in equal annual instalments if it lie gradual, 
interest to l>egin running on each lujiid lit the time of du- 
liveiy, and not before. 

“H/ai he it further enarfed, That if any State liaving so 
received any such In-mh; shall, at any time aftei ward by 
law, re-lntrodnce or tolerate slavery within its Hmitfi, con- 
trary to the act of abolhhment rqmn which such Imiuls 
shall have been received, said bomb so received by siiil 
State shall at once be null ami v<Hd in wlm-sesoevcr li.-mds 
tlu'y may be, and such Stale slmll refund to the Unitial 
States all interest which may have been paid on such 
bonds.” 

This action of the President led to a confeTtmee of tlie 
senators ami members of Congress of the border Stiites, 
in the course of which a majority of them decided again.st 
all such interfcrenca with Hlavcry. The minurity, how- 
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Senate of 29 to 14, arid in the House of 
Representatives of 93 to 39. By this 

CTer, promised to put the matter fairly before their con- 
Btitueuts. 

The following Is the coxreapondence with, the President ; 

THE president’s APPEAL TO THE BORDER STATES. 

Hie Representatives and Senators of the border slave- 
holding States having, by .special invitation of the Presi- 
dent, been convened at the Executive Mansion on Satur- 
day morning last, Mr, Lincoln addre.ssed them as follows 
from a -written paper held in his baud ; 

“ Gentlemen— After the adjournment of Congress, now 
near, I shall have no opportunity of seeing you for several 
months. Believing that you of the border States hold 
more power for good than any other equal nuinher of 
members, I feel it a duty -which I cannot justiiiably waive 
to make this appeal to you. 

** I intend no reproach or complaint -when I assure you 
that, in my opinion, if you all had voted for the resolu- 
tion in the gradual emancipation message of last March, 
the war would now be substantially ended. And the plan 
therein proposed is yet one of the most potent and swift 
moans of ending it. Let the States w'hich are in rebellion 
see definitely and cortaiiily that in no event will the States 
you represent ever join their proposed coufederaejg and 
they cannot much longer maintain the contest. But you 
cannot divest them of their hope to ultimately have you 
■ffith them sc» long as you show a determination to pei-pet- 
uate the institution within your own States. Beat them 
at elections, as you have overwhelmingly done, and, 
nothing da-unted, they still claim you as their o-wn. I'oii 
and I kno-w what the lever of their power is. Bicak that 
lever before their fiices, and they can shake you no more 
forever. 

“Most of you have treated me with kindness and con- 
sideration, and I trust you will not now think T improper- 
ly touch what is exclusively your own, when, for the sake 
of the whole country, I ask, ' Csin you, for your States, do 
bettor than to take the course I urge ?' Discarding punc- 
tilio and maxims adapted to more manageable times, ami 
looking only to the unprecedentedly stern facts of our 
case, can you do better in any possible event ? You prefer 
that the constitutional relation of the States to the na- 
tion shall be practically restored -without disturbauce of 
the institution ; and, if this were done, my whole duty, 
in this respect, under the constitution and my oath of of- 
fice, would be perforiuei 1 . But it is not done, and we are 
tr3dng to accomplish it by war. The incidents of the war 
cannot be avoided. If the war continues long, os it must 
if the object be not sooner athiiiied, the institution in 
your States will he extinguished by mere friction and 
abrasion -by the mere incidents of the war. It will be 
gone, and you -will have nothing valuable in lieu of it. 




■ is gone already. How much bettor for 


latter act $1,000,000 was appropriated 
for tlie compensation of former owners, 

3mu and for your people to take the step wdiich at once 
shortens the war, and secures substantial compensation 
for that wdiich is sure to he wholly lost in any other event. 
How much better to thus save tlie money which else wa 
sink forever in the -svar ! How much better to do it while 
■we can, lest the -umr ere long render us pecuniarily unable 
to do it ! How much better for you, as seller, and the 
nation, as buyer, to sell out and buy out that without 
ivhich the war could never have been, than to sink both 
the thing to be sold and the price of it in cutting one 
another’s tliroats ! 

“ I do not speak of emancipation at once, but of a de- 
cision at once to emancipate gra, dually. Room in South 
America for colonization can be obtained cheaply and in 
abundance, and when numbers bIuiII be large enough to 
be company and encouragement for one anotlier, the freed 
people will not he so reluctant to go. 

“lam pressed Avith a difficulty not yet mentioned— one 
which threatens division, among those who, united, arc 
none too strong. An iastauce of it is knoivn to you. 
General Hunter is an honest man. He was, and I hope 
still is, my friend. I valued liiin none the less for his 
agreeing -with me in the general wish that all men every- 
w'here could be freed. Ho proclaimed all men free within 
certain States, and I repudiated the proclamation. He 
expected more good and less hann from the measure than 
I could believe would follow. Yet, in repudiating it, I 
gave dissatisfaction, if not offence, to many whose support 
the country cannot afford to lose. And this is not the 
end of it. The pressure in this direction is still upon me, 
and is increasing. By conceding ■udiat I now ask, j'-ou can 
relieve mo, and, much more, can relieve the country in 
this important point. 

“Upon these con.siderations I have again begged yonr 
attention to the message of Marcli last. Before leaving tho 
Capitol, consider and discuss it tunemg yourselves. You 
are patriots and statesmen, and as such I pray you con- 
sider this proposition ; and at tho least comnumd it to the 
consideration of jmar States and people. As yon would 
perpetuate popular government for tlie best people in the 
world, I beseech 3'-ou that you do in no wise omit this, 
Our common country is in great peril, demanding the 
loftiest views and boldest action to bring a speed}’’ relief. 
Once relieved, its form of government is saved to tho 
world; its beloved history and cherished memories aro 
vindicated, and its happy future fully assured and rendered 
inconceivably grand. To you, more than to any others, 
the privilege i.s given to assure that happiness and swell 
that gx’andeux, and to link your own names therewith for- 
ever.’’ 

At the conclusion of these remarks some conversation 
was had between the President and several members of 
the delegations from the border States, in which it was 
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and $100,000. for defraying tlie ex- 
penses of colonization of the emaiici' 


represented tliat these States could not be expected to 
move in so great a matter as that 1/roiigiit to tlieir notice 
in the foregoing adiirc-js while as j-efc the Congress had 
taken no step beyond the pUfSige of a resolution, esiireKS- 
ive rather of a sentinient than presenting a substantial 
and rtdiable laisis of action. 

The Pj-Esidcnt acknmvleflged the force of this view, arid 
admitted that the l)or(]ei' States were entitled to expect a 
substfintial pledge of ]:ieCTniia.ry aid fis ilio riondltion of 
tiiking into consideratisiu si pi-oposition bo important in its 
reh'ition to their .social syiitom. 

It was furtluii- repi’esented la. the conference, thsit the 
people of the liorder States were interested in Inn.) wing 
the gresxt impi..:irts:ince whicli the President sittaclied to the 
policy in qutcstioii, ivliile it was equally d ue to tlie country, 
to the President, and to theniseives, that the represerit-i- 
tives of the border slaveholding States shonld puhltely 
annoinice the motives under which they were called to 
act and the considerations of ])u)iUc policy urged upon 
tliein and tlieir constituents by tlie President. 

With a view to such u .statement of their jiositlon, the 
members thus iu:l.dre.ssed met in council to deliberate on 
the reply they should make to the President, and, as the 
result of a comparison of opinions among themselves, 
they determined upon the adoption, of a majority and 
rainoiity answer. 

. V . IdmiA' OP THE 31.\.TORITT. 

; Tl.ie following paper ■was on. the 17th. instant sent to tire 
President, signed by the majority of the representatives 
froni the border sluveholding 3tate.s ; , 

. “ WA.«ra.\GToif, J5/lyT4, 1SG2. .. 

‘^A'o'the pB.r,sinnNT.': ' 

■ “ Tlie tindersigiifid, representatives of Kentucky, Vir- 
ginia, Missouri, and Maryland, in the two honses. of Con- 
gress, have listened to. yonr address with the profound 
sensiliOity naturally ii’tspired by the high source from 
which it emanates, tlie earnestness whieli marked its de- 
livery, a'nd tlie overw-lielming importance of the. Biibjcct 
of which it treats. We liave given it a most respectful 
ofmsideration, and now lay before you our response. We 
regret that want of time has not permitted us to make it 
more perfect. 

'••We have not been wanting, Mr, IV-sidcnt, in ivsp'o.-t 
to you, and a devoSion to the Constitution ami the Union, 
We have not hecn indifferent to the great difficulties sur- 
rounding yon, companid with whidi all forumw nation il 
truuhlc-H have been but as the summer ebmd ; and wo bare 
freely given you our sympathy and .sufipmi'. Ilepudi-atirig 
the dangerous heresies of the secos.-iionists, we believed, 
with you, that the war on their ]»art is aggru.ssive and 
wicked, and tJie objects for which it was (o he jn-osecutej 
on ours, detined by your m(;sBago at thn o^ienlng of tlie 
preseut Congress, to be such as all good men should ap- 


art c 


prove, we liave lud nc-u itt-d !i! v t- .1 i q y'. - • >' “• -• ry 
to carry it on -'.iuoi tn-iv. ’We b.i" .o’ f, Ui u 

and inoney yon h.tve I fa. iu:d - vi t a, ; i e b x a 
imp. .-'e.l iiiiim-nn ~ t I'U i.m *. col Ui< rme p y- 
i’lg liicm wiih cue '’fulu - and 'bn dfy ; u-- b ne cue .rr- 
um.-'l enli-dmen!-' and .-.id :o tl .* ii'-bs {aca < mi]- p, ,t 
men; and .some of '.nr nuiub.-r h ive < ff' st-d uuirjM- ^ us 
to tlie onomy as pledges of their tlucmity am] to 

country. We have done all this under the most diseoiir- 
aging circiimstarices, and in the face tf rae£!Bure.s most dis- 
tasteful to ns and iujuriou.s to tlie intere.-'t.: we represent, 
ami in the hearing of doctrines ' avowed by those vvlio 
clai.m to lie your friends inc-st al.iiiorrent to us nnd our C'on- 
stituents. I’ut, for nil this, wo liave never faltered, nor 
shall we as lon.g' as w-e have a Constitution to defend ami a 
Government wiilch pn'..)tcct..s us. i\.nd .ive are reatly for re- 
riewetl cifurtfS, and oven greater sncriiiccs. y<ja, any sacri- 
fice, when we are s;.iti:5fi<3ii it is required to lu-.— '-rve our ud- 
miralile form of g'overnmimt and the prii.eless bicssingi 
of const!ti.itionul liberty. 

“A few of our number voted for the re!5o!ii:t!<.<n rci'oin- 
mended liy your message of the Gtli of .Mareli. laBt, tiio 
greater ptortion of us di.i.l not, and we will briefly shite the 
prominent reasons wdiich infliienceii our action. . 

: “lU' the first place, it proposed a. radical cha'nge in our 
Bocial'.system, and was' hurried through, lioth diousi-s with 
undue haste, without masonable timufor cmjsi-lcr.'i.iion and 
dtdiate, rind with no time at nil for consult tdo!t wiittour 
consti'tuonis, wlihso inti-re-ts it deo/dy irivnJ v<"J It ^-lU-ju-'d 
like an interference by tJov rumciit witli a qm-Htii-n 
•H’hioh peculiarly aud fxi-hmiii iy Lebu.ur'.l I 0 unr jc-pr.-tive 
States, on \Thich they hud. nor bMCglit ud\i‘''‘ or soli.'hvd 
aid. Alany.of us doul'jted ih-- con'stiti.itlonal power of lid.s 
Governnieut ti.t latike a.pj)Vo}iviati.ins of money for ihe cth- 
Ject d( aiguatcil. uml all of us tliongiit mir fjutmees wen* in 
no condition to bear the imtneii.so outlay whidt its ndop- 
tiuu and faithful esc-cutioii would impo.se the na- 

tional iia-asiiry. If -.ve p.iuse ibr a mo),i.>ul r-j think of tl.i; 
dd.»l ii- ue.'eplanee would have entailed, we are appjilh-d 
by its inao^uitude. The prtijeisifmii was addressed to all 
tile Stales, and cmbr.aei d tiic whoh; iHnuber of sbive.s. 
Acrurding to the cemnn of IhnO, there wt-ru then %’fry 
nearly four niiilion slaves in the country; from n.ifural iu- 
cretise they i’.xiecd that mimiter now. At uveu the low 
average <.»£ threo hnu.irfd dollars, the pilee lived liy the 
enumdpution art for the .slaves iu this Ifl.drii-t. and gn .il- 
ly hdow Iheir real worth, their value. rini.s up tu the 
enormous sum of twelve hundivd millions of dollars, und 
if to that we mid the cost of dcportutiuii and colonmation 
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tliese bills, they became the law of the the estiiblisliineiit ol dipk)a^^^ relatlonH 
United States. The bill providing for with Hajdi and Jxiberia, passed .A})ril 


at one hundred dollars each, whicli is hut a fraction more 
than is actually paid hy the Maryland Colonization So 
dety, we have four hundred millions more. We were not 
willing to impo.se a tax on our people sufficient to pay the 
interest on that sum, in addition to the vast and daily in- 
cretising debt already fixed upon them by the exigencies 
of the war and, if we had been willing, the country 
could not hear it. Stated in this form, the proposition is 
nothing less than the deportation from the country of six- 
teen hundred million dollars’ worth of producing labor, 
and the substitution iu its place of an iutcrest-hoiiriiig 
debt of the same amount. 

“ But if we are told that it was expected that only the 
States we represent would accept the proposition, we re- 
spectfully submit that even then it involves a sura too 
great for the financial ability of tins Government at tliis 
time. , According to the census of ISGO— 

States. Ko. of Slaves. 

Kentucky had. 225,490 

Maryland .......... ... . S7,1S8 

Virginia 41)0,887 

Delaware. ........ ...... 1,798 

Missouri. 114,005 

Tennessee 27 5,784 

Making in the whole .... ... ..... .1,196,113 

At the same rate of valuation these would 

amount to . , ; , . , . . . ... ... . . . . . . . . $358,833,000 

And for deportation and colonization $100 
each 11.9, 244, &33 

And we have the enormous sum of $478,078,133 

“ We did not feel that we should be j ustlficd in voting for 
a measure which, if carried out, would add this vast 
amount to our public debt at a moment when the Treasury 
WJU5 reeling under the enormous ex]iionditure.s of the war. 

“ Again, it seemed to us that Ibis resolution was hut fho 
annoimcement of a sentiment which could not or was not I 
likely to be reduced to an actual, tsngiblo proposition. Do 
movement Wiis then made to provide and appropriate the 
funds required to carry it into effect ; and we were not en- 
couraged to believe that funds would be provided. And 
our belief has been fully justified by subsequent events. 
Dot to mention other circumstances, it is quite sufficient 
for our purjiosc to bring to your notice the fact that, while 
this resolution was under consideration in the Senate, our 
colleague, the senator from ICcntucky, moved an amend- 
meni appropriating $500, dOO to the object therein desig- 
nated, and it was voted down with great unanimity. What 
eonfidonec, then, could we reasonably feel that, if we com- 
rnkted omselvcs to the policy it proposed, our constituents 
would reap tbe fruits of the promise held out ; and on 
what ground could we, as fair men, approach them and 
challenge their support ? 


“The right to hold slaves is a right appertiiiiiiug to all 
the States of this Union. They llav(.^ the right; to cbm'ii;!i 
or abolish the institution, as tlieir tiiste.s or I heir iateivwts 
may prompt, and no one is antIioriz<Hl to qiussiiou the 
riglit or limit its enjoyment. Ami mi om? lias more cioiir- 
ly affirmed that right than you have. Your inaugural ml- 
dress does you great honor in tliis respoet, and mspired tlio 
country ivith confuienco in your fairness mid respect fur 
the law. Our States are in tlie enjoy nient of that riglit- 
Wo: do not feel called on to defeud the institution, or to 
affirm it is one which ought to he oherislu'd. itu'lmps, it 
we were to make tlie attemiit, we miglit find that; we dif- 
fer oven among ourselves. It is f,‘iioii!.’;li lor our pav|io,se 
to know that it is a right; and. so Iviioiving, we diil not 
see why we should now be expeett'il to yieliMt . We had 
oontribiited our full sharo to relieve the. eouiif I'y at this 
terrihle crisis ; wc had done as much us had heeti requiia'd 
of others, in like cireumstances ; mid we diil noti see why 
sacrifices should be exiieeied of us from whieh others, no 
more loyal, were exempt. 'Not eonld, we see what gootl 
the nation would derive from it, Smh a saeritice siih- 
niitted to by us ivorild not have Btreutriheiieti fim anno!' 
tills Government nor weakened t hat of tlm enemy. .It. was 
not necessary as a pledge of onr loyalty, for that liad liiuiu 
manifested beyond a reasomilili: doubt, iu evi*ry form ami 
at every place possiltle. There was not the reuiotost proli- 
ability tiiat the States we represent ivouid join in tiie re- 
hellion, nor is there now ; or of their eleeting to guMlth 
the Southern section iu the event of a reeognitiim of the 
independence of any pari of tlie disaffeeted region. i)m‘ 
States arc fi.ved unalterably in their re-soluf inn to adhere 
to and support the 'Diiiori ; they see no K-ifety for them- 
selves and no hope fur eonstitutioiiul liberty hut hy its 
preservation. Tiiey will uuder no eircunistanee.s l•ensent 
to its disKoluthm, and we do them no more than jnsfiee 
when wo assure you, that while I he war Is eundtuteil to 
prevent that deplorable cstnstropiu*, they will sustain it as 
long as they can muster a man or eonnnaml a dollar. Nor 
will they ever consent, in any event, to unite witli the 
Southern Oonfedevaey. The hitter fruits of the peeuti.ir 
doctrines of that region will for ever prevent them from 
placing their security and liappines.s in the eustudy of an 
association which has incorporated iu its organic lasv the. 
seeds of its own destruction. 

“We cannot admit, Mr. President, tliat if wo had voted 
for the resolution in the enumeipatiou niessuge of MaveU 
last the war would now he suhstantially ondiah We are 
unable to see how our action in this partieiilnr has given, 
or could give, encouragement to the reludliou. 'Ihe reso- 
lution has passed, and if there he virtue iu it,, it will he 
quite as cfficgcioiis as if we had voted for it. We have no 
power to bind our States in this respect by our votes here; 
and whether we had voted the one way or the othyr, tiny 
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24, was another indication of a more can race. A bill authorizing the Presi- 
liberal sentiment in regard to the Afri- dent to call out the militia for a period 


are in the same condition of freedom to accept or reject its 
provisions. No, .sir ; the war has not been prolonged or 
hindered by onr action on this or any other measnre. Wo 
must look for other causes for that lamented fact. AVc 
think there is not much difficulty, not much uncertainty, 
in pointing out others far more probable and potent in 
their agencies to that end. 

“The rehollion derives its strength from the nnion of 
all classes in the insurgent States, and while that union 
lasts, the wa-r will never end until they are utterly ox- 
hausled. We know that at the inception of these tronhles 
Soutliern society was divid(;d, and tliat a large xiortion, 
perliaps a. majority, Wiis opposed to secession. Now the 
great mass of Southern people are mrited. To discover 
why tluy artj so we must glance a.t Southern society and 
notice the classes Into wliich it has been divided, and 
which still distinguish it. They are in arms, l>ut not for 
tlie same objects ; they are moved to a common end, hut 
by dilfcrent and even inconsistent reasons. The leaders, 
wliieh comprehend w'hat Avas previously known as the 
State nights party, and is much tlie lesser class, seek to 
break down national independence and set up State dom- 
ination. With them it is a war against nationality. The 
otlier class is fighting, as it supposes, to maintain and pre- 
serve its rights of property and domestic salety, which it 
has been made to believe are assailed by this Government. 
Tliis latter class are not disunionists per sej they are so 
tudy because they have been made to believe that this ad- 
ministration is inimical to their rights, and is making war 
on their domestic institutions. As long as these tevo 
classes act together they will never assent to a peace. 
The policy, then, to be xrarsued is obvious. The former 
class will never be reconciled, hut the latter majr he. Ke- 
move their apprehensions ; satisfy them that no harm is 
intended to them and their institutions ; that this Gov- 
ernment is not making Avar on their rights of property, 
hut is simply defending its legit iinatc axithority, and they 
Avill gladly return to their allegiance as soon as the press- 
ure of military dominion imposed by the Confederate au- 
thority is removed from them. 

“ Twelve month.s ago both houses of Congress, adopting 
the spirit of your message, then but recently sent in, de- 
clared Avith singular unanimity tlie objects of the war, 
and the country instantly hounded to your side to assist 
you ill carrying it on. If the spirit of that resolution had 
been adhered to, Ave are confident that Ave should before 
now have seen the end of this deplorable conflict. But 
wliat have we seen ? In both houses of Congress Ave have 
heard doctrines subversive of the iu’inei})]es of the Consti- 
tution, and seen measnre after measure founded in sub- 
stance on those doctrines proi)ose<l and carried through, 
Avhich can. have no other effect than to disti'act and divide 
loval men, and exasperate and drive still farther from us 
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and their duty the people of the rebellious States. Military 
officers, following these had e.xamples, have stepped beyond 
the just lunits of their authority in the same direction, un- 
til in SGAW-ral instances you have felt the necessity of inter- 
fering to arrest them. And even the passage of the re,so]u- 
tion to Avliich you refer has been ostentatiously proclaimed 
as the triumph of a principle which the people of the South- 
ern State.s regard as ruinous to them. Tlie effect of these 
measures Avas foretold, and may now be seen in tlie indu- 
rated state of Southern feeling. 

“To these causes, Mr. President, and not to our otni.s- 
sion to vote for the resolution recommended by you, Ave 
solemnly believe Ave are to attribute the terrilile earncst- 
nc.ss of those in arms against the Govermuenfc and the con- 
tinuance of the Avar. Nor do wo (permit us to say, Mr. 
President, with all respect for yon) agree that the institu- 
tion of slavery is ‘ tlie lever of their poAver,’ hut avo are 
of the opinion, that ‘the lover of their poAi^er’ is the ap- 
prehension that the poAvers of a common govermnent 
created for common and equal protection to the intt!re,sts 
of all, Avill be wielded against the institutions of the 
Southern States. 

“There is one otlier idea in your address we feel called 
on to notice. After stating the fact of your repudiation 
of General Hunter’s proclamation, you add— 

“ ‘Yet, in repudiating it, I gave dissatisfaction, if not 
offence, to many whose support tlie country can not afford 
to lose. And this is not the end of it. Tlie pressure in 
this direction is still upon mOj and is increasing. By con- 
ceding what 1 now’- ask, you can rolieA'e mo, and, much 
more, can relieve the country in this important point.’ 

“We have aimously looked into this passage to dis- 
cover its true import, luit avc are yet in painful uncer- 
tainty. How can Ave, by conceding Avhat you now ask, 
relieve you and the country from the increasing pressure 
to AAdiich you refer ? We will not alloAv ourselves to think 
that the proposition is, that Ave consent to give up slavery, 
to the end that the Hunter proclamation mtiy he let loose 
on the Southern people, for it is too Avell kuoAvn that Ave 
Avould not he parties to any such measure, and avc have 
too much respect for you to imagine you AA'ould propose it. 
Can it mean that by sacriffeing our interest in slavery Ave 
appease the spirit that controls that pressure, cause it to 
be withdrawn, and rid the comdry of the pestilent agita- 
tion of the slavery question ? We are forbidden so to 
think, for that spirit Avould not be satisfied Avitli the lib- 
eration of scAmn hundred thousand slaves, and cease its 
agitation, Avhile three millions remain in bondage. Can 
it mean that by abandoning slavery in our States aaui are 
removing the pressure from you and the country by pre- 
paring for a separation on the line of the cotton States ? 
We are forhidtlen so to think, because it is known that Ave 
are, and avc believe that you are, unalterably opposed to 










THE WAR WITH THE SOUTH, 


not exceeding nine months, and the em- 
ployment of negroes in the military ser- 


any flivisioti at all. We would prefer to tliink that you 
desire this concession as a pledge of our support, and thus 
enable you to withstand a pressure which weighs heavily 
on you and the country. Mr. President, no such sacrifice 
is necessary to secure our support. Confine yourself to 
your constitutional authority ; coniine your subordinates 
within the same limits ; conduct this war solely for the 
purpose of restoring the Constitution to its legitimate au- 
thority ; concede to each State and its loyal citizens their 
just rights, and we are wedded to you hy iiidis-soluble tie.s. 
Do this, Mr. President, and you touch the American lieart 
and invigorate it with new hope. You will, as we sol- 
emnly believe, in due time restore peace to our country, 
lift it from despondency to, a future of glory, and preserve 
to your countrymen, their posterity, and nian the inesti- 
mable treasure of constitutional government. 

“ Mr. President, we have stated with frankness and 
candor the reasons on which we forbore to vote for the 
resolution you have mentioned ; hut you have again pre- 
sented this proposition, and appealed to us with, an earn- 
estness and. elorpience which have not failed to impress 
us, to ‘ consider it, and at the least to commend it to the 
consideration of our States and people.’ Thus appealed 
to hy the Chief Magistrate of onr beloved country in the 
hour of its greatest peril, we can not wholly decline. We 
are willing to trust every question relating to their interest 
and happiness to the consideration and ultimate judgment 
of our own people. While differing from you as to the 
necessity of emancipating the slaves of our States as a 
means of putting down the rebellion, and Avhile protest- 
ing against the propriety of any extra territorial interfer- 
ence to induce the people of our States to adopt any par- 
ticular line of policy on a subject wliich peculiarly and ex- 
clusively belongs to thoiu, ytil when you and onr breth- 
ren of the loyal Stales sincerely believe that the rcloutiou 
of slavery by us is an obstacle to peace and national har- 
mony, and are willing to contribute pecuniary aid to com- 
pensate our States and people for tlie inconveuiences ])ro- 
duced by such a change of system, we arc not unwilling 
that our people shall consider the propriety of putting it 
aside. 

“ But we have already said that we regarded this reso- 
lution as the utterance of a sentiment, and we had no con- 
fidence that it would assume the shape of a tangible prac- 
tical proposition, which would yield the fruits of the 
sacrifice it required. Our people are influenced by the 
same want of confidence, and will not consider the propo- 
sition in its pressent impalpable form. The interest they 
are asked to give up is to them of immense importance, 
and they ought not to he expected even to entertain the 
proposal until they arc assured that when they accept it 
their juSt expectations rvill not be frustrated. Wo regard 
your plan as a. proposition from the nation to the States 
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comes from $600 to $10,000, and 6 per ! 
cent, oil those above the latter sum, 
were established toward the end of the 
session. 

people in the Northern States believe that slavery is the 
lever power of the rebellion. It matters not whether this 
belief be well founded or not, the belief doesexist. We have 
to deal with things as they are, and not as we would have 
them be. In consequence of the existence of this belief, 
we understand that an immense pressure is to he brought 
to lioar for tihe purpose of striking <iown this institution 
through the exercise of military authority. The Govern- 
ment cannot be maintained in this great struggle if the 
support and influence of the men wlio entertain tliese 
opinions he withdrawn. Neither can the G-ovoirnnent 
hope for early success if the support of that eltunent called 
conservative be witlidrawu. Such being the condition f>f 
tiling.^, the President appeals to the border State men to 
step forward and prove their patrioti.sm by making their 
first sacrifice. No doubt like appeals have been made to 
extreme men of tlic North to meet us half way, in order 
that the whole moral, political, pecuniary, and physical 
force of the nation may he firmly and earnestly united in 
one grand effort to save the Union and the Constitution. 
Believing that such were the motives that prompted your 
address, or such the results to which it looked, wc cannot 
I’econcile it to our sense of duty in this trying hour to re- 
spond in a spirit of faultfinding and qucrulousness over 
the things that are past. We are not di.sposed to seek for 
the cause of present misfortunes in the errors and wrongs 
of others, who now propose to unite with ns in a common 
purpose hut, on the other hand, we met your address in 
the spirit in which it was made, and, as loyal Americans, 
declare to you and to the world, that there is no sacrifice 
that we are not ready to make to save the Government and 
in>stitutions of our fathers. Few of us though there may 
he, we wdll permit no man from the North or from the 
South to go farther than we in the accomplishment of the 
great work before us. We, in order to carry out these 
views, will, so fivr as may he in our power, ask the people 
of the border States calmly, deliberately, and fairly to 
consider your recommendation. We are the more em- 
holdened to assume this position from the fact, now be- 
et >me history, that the leaders of the Southern rebe.llion 
have offeretl to aliolish slavery among them as a condition 
to foreign intervention in favor of their indepciifleuce as a 
nation. If they can give up slavery to destroy tlie Union, 
wc (ian surely ask our people to consider a question of 
emancipation to save tlie Union. 

“ With great respect, your obedient servants, 

“Jniis W. Noeix, Sami.. Y. C.isey, 

Geo. P. Fisher, A. J. CjaaiKSTs, 

Wm. G. Browx, J.voob B. Beaib, 

W. J. WiLUJY.” 


Still further progress toward the rec- 
ognition of the policy of free labor was 
manifested by the passage of a bill for- 
ever prohibiting slavery in the Terri- 

repuy op me. maynabb. 

“ House OF Eepresentatives, JuhjltS , 1802. 

“ Sir : The magnitude and gravity of the proposition 
submitted bj^ you to repre.sentatives from the slave States 
Avoukl naturally occasion diversity, if not contrariety, of 
opinion. You will not, therefore, be surprised that I have 
not been able to concur in view with the miriority of them. 
This is attributable, possibly, to the fact that my State is 
not a border State, properly so called, and that my imme- 
diate constituents are not yet disenthralled from the hos- 
tile arm.s of tlic rebellion. Tins fact i.s a physical obstacle 
in tlie way of my now submitting to their consideration 
thi.s or any otlier propo.sition looking to political action, 
especially such a.s in this case would require a change in 
the organic law of the State. 

‘ ‘ But do not infer that I am insensible to your appeal. 
I am not. You are surrounded with diificnlties far greater 
than have cmhaiTussed any of yoirr predecessors. Y^ou 
need the support of every American citizen, and you ought 
to have it, active, zealous, and honest. The union of every 
Union man to aid you iu preserving the Union is the duty 
of the time. Differences as to policy and method, s must 
he subordinate to the common purpose. 

“ In looking for the causes of this rebellion, it is nat- 
ural that each section and each party should ascribe as 
little blame as possible to itself, and as much as possible 
to its oppo.sing section and party. Possibly you and I 
might not agree on a comparison of our views. That 
there should he differences of opinion as to the best mode 
of conducting our military operations, and the best men 
to lead our armies, is equally natural. Contests on such 
questions weaken ourselves and strengthen our enemies. 
They are unprofitable and possibly unpatriotic. Somebody 
must yield, or we waste onr strength iu a contemptible 
struggle among ourselves. 

“ You appeal to the 103ml men of the slave States to sac- 
rifice something of feeling and a great deal of interest. 
The sacrifices the}’’ have already made and the suffenngs 
the3’- have endured give the best assurance that the appeal 
will not have been made in vain. He who is not ready to 
yield all his material interests, and to forego hi.s most 
cherislied sentimenf.s and opinions f«jr tlie pre.servation of 
his countiy, although he may have periled Ins life on the 
battle-field in her defence, Is but half a patriot. Among 
the loyal people tliat I represent there are no half patriots. 

“Already the rebellion has cost us much, even to onr 
undoing ; wc are content, if need he, to give up the rest 
i to suppress it. Wo have stood lo^you from the beginning 
j of this struggle, and we mean to stand by you, God will- 
! ing, till the end of it. 






THE WAR WITH THE SCIUTII 


Tlie session wa.s (‘losed Ity the atljonrii 
ment of Congi'ess on the I Tth o!‘ finly. 


tories now existing-, or wliieli may at 
jujjg any time hereafter be formed or 
37* acc|uired. 

A bill, modified by the Senate, confis- 
cating the property of those engaged in 
the Soutlierii insiirrection, was finally, 
after a brief and ex(3ited discussion, pass- 
ed by the House, July 11th, by a vote of 
82 to 42, and by the Senate, July 12th, 
by 27 to ISA 






“PERMANEKT GOVERRMERT.” 1: 


The “periiiaiient” government of tlie at Riclnnond under t!ie most unfa- 
Soutliern Gonfederacj was inaugurated vorable auspices. While Jefferson ^2, 



of Colmnlna, shall lii-reafter assist and give aid and com- 
fort to such rebellion, and all sales, transfers, or convey- 
ances of any sncli property shall he null and void ; and it 
sliall he a suflicient bar to any suit brought by such 
person for the possession or tlie use of sncli property, or 
any of it, to allege and prove that he is one of the persons 
descriltod in this section. 

Skg, 6. And he it further enacted, Tliat if any person withm 
any State or Territory of the United States, other than 
those named as aforesaid, after the passage of this act, 
being engsiged in armed rebellion against tlie Government 
of the United States, or aiding or abetting saeh rebellion, 
sliall not, ivithin sixty days after public ivaruing and 
proclamation duly given and made by the President of the 
Uuiteii States, cease to aid, countenance, and aliet such 
rebellion, and return to his allegiance to the United 
Slates, all tlie estate and property, moneys, stocks, and 
credits of such person shall be lialile to seizure as afore- 
said, and it sliall bo the duly of llic President to seize and 
use them as aforesaid, or the proceeds thereof. And all 
sales, transfers, or conveyances of any such jiropcrty after 
the expiration of the said sixty days from the date of such 
■warning and proclamation shall ho null and void ; and it 
shall lie a sullicieufc bar to any suit lirougiit by such per- 
son for the po.ssession or the use of such property, or any 
of it, to allege and prove that he is one of tlie persons de- 
scribed in this section. , 

Sj:o. 7. And he it further enacted. That to secure the con- 
demnation and sale of any such property after the same 
shall have been seized, so that it may be made available 
for the purposes aforesaid, proceedings m rem shall be in- 
stituted in the name of the United States in any District 
Uourt thereof, or in any Territorial Court, or in the 
United States District Court for the District of Colmnhia, 
within which the property above described or any jiart 
thereof may be found, or into wliich tlui same, if movable, 
may lirst be brought, which proceedings shall conform as 
nearly as may be to proceedings in admiralty or revenue 
cases; and if said jiropcrty, whether real or personal, 
shal! he found to have belonged to a person engaged in 
rebellion, or who has given aid or eoinfort thereto, the 
same shall lie condemned as enemies’ property, and be- 
come the property of , the United ytates, and may be dis- 
posed of as the court shall decree, and the iirooeeds there- 
of paid into tlie Treasury of the United States for the pur- 
poses aforesaid. 

Skg. 8. And he it fiirther eruided, lAieA the several courts 
aforesaid shall have power to make such orders, establish 
such forms of deiTce and sale, and direct sudi deeds and 
conveyances to he executed and delivered by the mar.shals 
thereof, wiiere real estate shall ho the subject of sale, as 
shall fitly and efficiently effect the purposes of this act, 
and vest in the purcha.scr3 of such properly good and 


valid titles thereto, xind the said couid shall have power 
to allow such fees and charges of their officers as shall be 
reasonable and proper in the premises. 

Sec. 9. And he it further enacted. That all slaves of persons 
who shall hereafter he engaged in rebellion against the 
Government of the United States, or who shall in any way 
give aid or comfort thereto, escaping from such persons, 
and talcing refuge witliin tiie lines of the army ; and all 
slaves captured from such persons, or deserted by them 
and coming under the control of the Government of the 
United States ; and all slaves of such persons found or 
being witliin any place occupied by rebel forces, and 
afterward (.iceupied by the forces of tlie United States, 
.sliall be deemed captives of war, and shall be forever free 
of their servitude, and not again held as slaves. 

Sec. 10. And he it further enacted, That no slaves escap- 
ing into any State, Territory, or the District of Columbia, 
from any other State, shall he delivered up, or in any 
way impeded or hindered of his liberty, except for crime 
or some offence against tlie laws, unless the person claim- 
ing said fugitive .shall first make oath that the person to 
whom the labor or service of such fugitive is alleged to 
be due, is his lawful envner, and has not borne arms 
against the United States in the present rebellion, nor in 
any way given aid and comfort thereto ; and no person 
engaged in the military or naval service of the United 
States shall nndor any pretence whatever, assume to de- 
cide on the validity of the claim of any person to the ser- 
vice or labor of any other person, or surrender up any such 
person to the claimant on pain of being dismissed from 
the service. 

Seo. 11. And he it farther oweted, That the President of 
the United States is authorized to employ as many per- 
sons of xTfricau descent as lie may deem necessary and 
proper for the suppression of this rebellion ; and for this 
puriioso ho may organize and use fliem in such manner as 
he may judge best for the public welfare. 

Seo. 12. And fte emicfa?. That the President of 

the United States is hereby authorized to make pro\'iBiuii 
for the transportation, culonizatiou, and settlement, in 
some tropical eonniry b'.tyond the limits of the United 
State.s, of such iiersons of the African race, made free by 
the provisions of this act, as may be willing to emigrate, 
having iirst obtained the consent of the government of 
Said country ti> their protection and settlement within the 
same, with all the lights and privilegtss of freemen. 

And he it further CT'wM, That the President is 
hereby authorized, at any time hereafter, by proclama- 
tion, to extend to persons who may have particip-.ited in 
the existing rebellion in any State or part thereof, pardon 
and amnesty, with such exct!pti<ms and at such time and 
on such conditions as he may deem expeilient for the pub- 
lic welfare. Alsu, that the President shall have power ro 
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THE WAR WITH THE SOUTH. 


“The first year in our lustory n:is 
been the most eventful in tlie annuls of 
this continent. A new government lias 
been established, and its machinery put 
in operation over an aieU) oxietHling 
seven hundred thousand square miles. 
The great principles upon which we 
have been willing to hazard overytliing 
that is dear to man have made con- 
quests :for us which, could never liave 
been achieved by the sword. Our con- 
fcderacy has grown from six io tliiihi'cn 
States ; and Maryland, already united to 
us by hallowed memories and material 
interests, will, I believe, when able to 
speak with unstilled voice, connect tier 
I destiny with the Bouth. Onr |>eople 
have rallied witli vinexam|)hal unanim- 
ity to the support of the great priiu'i- 
pies of constitutional government, with 
firm resolve to perjietuate by aiams the 
riglits which they could not. }maeelidly 
.secure. A million of men, it is esti- 
mated, are now standing in hostile ar- 
ray, and waging war silong a frontier of 
thonsands of miles. Batth‘s have been 
fought', sieges have been comlueled, and 
although the contest is not endiMl, and 
the tide for the moment is against ux, 
the final result in our favor is not. 
doubtful. 

“The period is near at hand when 
, our foes must sink under the immemse 
load of debt which they liave incurred, 
a debt which in their elTori to suhjugulc 
i us has already attnincil such fearful 
j dimensions as will subject them to bur- 
3 dens which inu.st continue to oppre.ss 
^ them for generations to come. 

9 “We, too, have had our trials and 


That the provisions of the third clause of the lifth section 
of an act to suppress insurrection, to punish treason and 
rebellion, to seize and confiscate the property of rebtds, 
and for other purposes, shall be so construed as not to 
apply to any act or acts done prior to the passage thereof ; 
nor to include any memlter of a State Legislature or judge 
of any State Court, who has nut, in accepting or entering 
upon bi.s ofiice, taken an oatli to support the constitution | 
of tlie so-callcd Confederate States of America ; nor shall 
any punislnnent or proceedings nuder said act he so con- 
strued tis to work a forfeiture of the real estate of the of- 
fender beyond his natural life. 

On the 17th of July the President returned the bill, 
with the above explanatory resolution appended, and with 
Ms signature afilxed, whereby it became a law. 

Total number of States voting H 

Total number of electoral votes CEist 109 

Of which number Jefferson Davis, of Mississippi, re- 
ceived for the office of President of the Confede- 
rate States 109 

Alexander H. Stephens, of Georgia, received for the of- 
fice of Vice-President of the Confederate States.. 109 
Voles cast by the several States : 

Alabama 11 North Carolina 12 

' ■ Arkansas 6 South Carolina 6 

Florida . . . , i Tennessee 13 

Oo'.' d> 12 Tc-xas. 8 

8 Virginia. . , .i...;, .....18 

,'i ...ippi 9 , ■ — - 

Tmal 109 


INAUGITRATIOls^ OF THE CONFEDERATE GOVERNMENT. 


difficulties. That we are to escape them 
ill future is not to be hoped. It was to 
he expected wdieii we entered upon this 
war that it would expose our people to 
sacrifices and cost them much, both of 
money and blood. But we knew the 
value of the object for which we strug- 
gled, and understood the nature of the 
war in which we were engaged. Noth- 
ing could be so bad as failure, and any 
sacrifice would be cheap as the price of 
success in such a contest.” 

Imposing ceremonies were observed in 
the inauguration of the new government. 
At the base of the statue of Wash- 
ington in Kichmond a platform was 
erected where the President and Vice- 
President elect, surrounded by judicial, 
legislative, State, and ecclesiastical dig- 
nitaries, took their stations, and prayer 
being offered up by the Right Reverend 
Dr. Johns, the Protestant Episcopal 
bishop of Virginia, Jefferson Davis de- 
livered his inaugural address. 

1 1 1 Its message addressed to the first 
Congress under the permanent govern- 
ment, though it acknowledged more 
fully the disasters which had overtaken 
the Oonfedei'ate arms, was not less de- 
fiant in its tone than his maugural ad- 
dress. “Events,” he said, “have demon- 
strated that the government had at- 
tempted more than it had j^ower suc- 
cessfully to achieve. Hence in the effort 
to protect by our arms the whole terri- 
tory of the Confederate States, seaboard 
and inland, we have been so exposed as 
recently to encounter serious disasters.” 

In regard to the defeats the Confed- 
erate arms had met with at Roanoke 


Island and Port Donelson, he said, 
“Enough is known of the surrender of 
Roanoke Island to make us feel that it 
was deeply humiliating, however imper- 
fect may have been the preparation for 
defence. The hope is still entertained 
that our reported losses at Fort Donel- 
son have been greatly exaggerated, in- 
asmuch as I am not only unwilling hut 
unable to believe that a large array of 
our people have siirrendej'ed without a 
desperate effort to cut their way through 
the investing forces, Avhatever may have 
been their numbers, and to endeavor to 
make a junction with other divisions of 
the army.” In general terms he stated 
that the Confederate force in the field 
was “four hundred regiments of in- 
fantry with proportionate forces of cav- 
alry and artillery.” 

In regard to the financial condition 
of his government, he made the flatter- 
ing and consolatory statement that it 
had no floating debt, that the credit of 
the government was unimpaired, and 
that the total expenditure for the year 
had been, in round nimibers, one hun- 
dred and seventy millions of dollars— 
“ less than one-third of the sum wasted 
by the eneiii}^ in his vain effort to con- 
quer us, less than the value of a slight 
article of export — the cotton crop of 
the year.” 

The new Confederate Congress, while 
freely acknowledging the disasters in the 
West, sliowed no abatement of warlike 
spirit. The management of the war was 
commented upon with great severity, and 
the administration of Jeflerson Davis so 
severely censured, that he lelt com- 
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pellecl to luake a cliaiige iii bis cabinet;" 

Great unanimity, liowever, prevailed in 
the various elections of the congression- 
al officials, and but one determination, 
that of continuing the strugg-le with the 
United States to the last, animated the 
legislative body. 

Ilesolutions were passed to compel 
the planters throughout the Southern 
States to remove their produce — the 
cotton and tobacco — from wherever it 
was exposed to 
izing- the military 
and destroy wluilever 
moved. The laiincrs wore 
sow nolhing but the 
other edible products, that tlie poop] 
might have abundance to sustain lile, 
even if deprived of 
The spirit of the leaders of opinion in 
the South may be learned from the fol- 
lowing extract from an address to the 
inhabitants of Georgia : 

“ The foot of the oppressor is on the 
soil of Georgia. He comes with lust in 
his eye, poverty in his purse, and hell in 
his heart. Ho comes a rohbei* and a 
murderer. How shall you meet him? thmu to the country, in the vumI tciTi- 
"With the sword, at the threshold ! With tory of the Bonih, would !‘i‘fjuire an 
death for him or for yourself! But army more •mnuertms than llutii ol 
more than this — let every woman have Xorxt^s. They will retire to the eoun- 
a torch, every child a firebrand — let the try and take their arms with Ihem 

, The new Cabinet of Fresickut Davis hiiri beou formed, pared to ScizC tllC lil'St opportunity to 
lire Senate confirmed liis appuiutnieiits ibis morning, as , .1 • ■ 1 , rni mi / ' 

reassert then' rights, i hey wdi at oiu’C 

i'eeretary F. Benjamin, of Louisiana. dcstroy the COttoii and otlieF stujilcs 

■toy wv-a«yo w Jtodoipi, of Vhsmia. N01II1 is uiHleavoi'iiif;' t<> I'oivo 

.teefary /; f/id Xm 7 /—S. B. Manory, of Florida. V 

Secrdari/ (f ihe Treasury ~C. G. Memniiuger, of South 

Catcilina. « This address was signed ity Howell Cobb, R. Toombs, 

Aaor-ney-Geneml —Jhamns H. Watts. ]\I. J. (irawfoi'd, 'I'homas 11. ,11. Cobb. 

■ Postmmkr-G-cn&ral — ^Mr. Bcagan, of Texas. f Riclmioud Dayafc/t. 


desolate. Ind. blackness ;ind I'um nuiric 
your departing st<'[is. it departs wni 
must, and let a dt'SiU'fi more terrible 
than Sahara, wclr'omo t1u‘ va-iidals. lad:, 
every city be levelled Isy the tlame, and 
every village be lost iti tisbes. ladi your 
hiithiiil slaves sbai-c your t()rt,unc and 
your crust. Trust with and cbildrcn to 

the sure refuge and pi’olcction oftlod 

preferring even for these loved ones tin' 
(hanud-lionse as a liimu' than Itniilaome 
nation alreatly sunk Ifc- 


seizure, ai 
aiithoritit 

(‘ould not be re- vassalage to a 

ui'gcd to low the (‘ontmnpt ol the ei\i!i'/,ed world, 
seed of com and This may lie youi’ leri'il'h' ehoiee, ami 
e determine at oiiee ijiid wilhou! dissmil, 
as honor and |)atriot:isjii ami tlidy to 
all its luxm'ies. | God rcipiire.’'’" 

The fclouthern ju'esswas not less earn- 
est in its appeals : 

‘‘ What can ihtr eneinynflo witl^ such 
a pe<.)plo?” wrote tlie editor of a leading 
journal.f “ If driven from the cities 
they will retire ti.) the comitry, and their 
cities all tcget.her coiihl not make artown 
Indf llu^ sizi‘. of Now York. To foliow 




from them by the sword, and will never 
cultivate them again till they can do so 
for their own benefit. Every bale of 
cotton in the Southern States will be 
burned, and the proprietors will raise 
wheat and corn and other articles which 
they have hitherto purchased of the 
Idorth. They will return to the simple 
and frugal ways of their forefathers, in 
dress, furniture, and all the comforts of 
life, manufacturing for themselves such 
plain and useful articles as their simple 
wants and absolute necessities require. 
If the Yankees choose to hold their 
cities, and be masters of the only spots 
where their armies are quartered, these 
wiUbe but islands in the midst of a vast 
ocean, and will not affect the freedom 


and old, by which the enemy hoped to 
bring into the field over 700,000 men I 
With this powerful array they declared 
they would no longer remain on the 
defensive, but carry on an offensive 
war against the might of the whole 
North. 

The people, especially in the cotton 
States, seemed animated by the same 
fierce spirit as their leaders. They made 
ready to burn and de.stroy their produce, 
and proved their devotion by giving lib- 
erally of what they possessed to the com- 
mon cause. The women of Charleston 
contributed their jewelry toward the 
construction of iron-clad steamers for 
the defence of the harbor. The schools, 
churches, factories, and plantations gave 
up their bells to be melted into metal 
for cannon, and the women, having de- 
spoiled their households of the brass 
door-knobs, tops of andirons, kettles, 
preseiwe vessels, q^endulums of clocks, 
and linings of tea-cliests, offered them 
as their mites toward supplying the 
pressing wants of the Confederacy for 
ordnance. 


long as they are constant to their cause 
and true to themselves.” 

The Confederate G-overnment seemed 
to be aroused, with the force of despair, 
to the greatest efforts. Martial law was 
declared in the principal cities. New 
levies of men were made, and compul- 
sory drafts ordered, even of the young 




TIIK PIlEaiDKSrX S aESfERAt •WAB OEBISIl— NO. 1 . 

‘ ‘ Exegvtive Mansion^: Wasiiin{J'K)N, Imi. 27 , 1862 . 

“ Ordered, Tliat the 22il day of February, 1862, bo the 
day for a general movement of the laud and naval forces 
of the United States against the inBurgent forces. 

“ That especially 

The tij-my at and about Fortress Monroe, 

The army of the Potomac, 

The army of 'Western Virginia, 

The army near Mnnfordsvillc, Ky., 

The army and flotilla at Cairo, 

And a naval force in the Gulf of Mexico, 
he ready for a movement on that day. 

'■ Tliat all the other forces, both land and naval, with 
their respective commanders, obey existing orders for the 
lime, and be ready to obey additional orders when duly 
givcri 

‘ ‘ That the heads of departinonts, and especially the 
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Energy of the new Secretary of IVar. 


-The President acts as Oorntnander-m-Uliwjf.: -A geitcnil ndvatua; deti 


■riHinijd 


•■Oppo. 

iaia." 


upon.— Military orders. ^Division of the Department of the Potoiuac.-Gi)itiiuents.--Aa .'urly movemciit, 

sitiou. -Increased stringency.— Ai'rest and Imprisonment of General Stone. The tirst movement in Vh 

Operatioms of Oeueral Lander.— Movement of General Banks on the Upper Poi,<:Hini<v-iletirt>iiieid; of flic Eitmuy . 

Occupation of Winchester, etc. — ‘Battle of Winchester. — Strategy ot General Shiehls.— Guulinued leiuMt ol tin, 
Eiioiuy. — Pursuit by Banks. 


as 'the clii.y ft)!* a siiniilianuous niovcirieiil- 
against tlin ciininy. This leh In thn «>}>- 
era'Iions ill Kentucky a,nd Missouri, whiiii 
resulted in. tlic triumphs already recorded 
'fit, Forts' Henry and Done'lson,. and 'tlio 
march , to , Naslivillo. ddie ' .Presiilont's 
action in.'regard to tiie 'organization .and: 
command of the forces (in llm Pidiiiitae, 
instituting various corps and 

sefh'etariiM of wtir and of the navy, with all Iheir nub"!'- 
dhiates, and the GoneKd4na.'iue:f^ with {lil idliur etna- 
manderB and fcjubordinate.>5 of tin:! .land and naval forr'oH, 
will Beyerally be' held Lt their Istrict urn'i, full Kf.BpcuJBiltili-' 
ties for the prompt exemition of tins m*dt)r. 

AuHAHA'SI Lt'Nl!«l<N." 

piu!8i.i)knt’s aESKBA'a .waw' m. 2. 

, f* IAxKOifrrv:B M.ANSKm, Wasiunoivkn, JLrr/i ^ 1862. 

" Ordered, flitit, Tlnd; the imtjor-grui'val commnnding 
the army of the rohumu: prum.'il forUiwilii <<• orgunhw 
that part of siud army dc.Htim;d to enter upon active tipeva- 
tkms, including the rt-.serveg but mccliiding llie. ti<>itp.~t (.a 
bo left in the forUlleatums about \ViiHliiie,’;fi>n, into four 
arjuy corps, to bo commanded m-cording to hCuioiUy of 
rank, as follows : 

I " lUrst corps to consist of four divistoiiH, and to fie eom- 
nuindod by Major-General I, MtiOowell. 

"Second corps to consist of three divtsionH, uad io be 
commanded by Brigiulier-Qcncral K. V. Sumner. 

" Third corps to consist of three divisions, uml fo tiu 
commanded by Brigadier-Genera! 8. P. lieiutMdman. 

" Fourth corps to consist of llirec divisions, and to bo 
commanded by Brlgadior-Goneral F,. L. K<‘yoH. 

" 2. Ihat the division now commanded by Ihe oflieers 
above assigned to the commmrdK of c<?rps shall be em- 
braced in and form part of their rcspectivo corps. 

" 3. The forces loft for the defence of Wiuthington will bo 


finally dividing* the original Department 
of the Potomac into several, gave rise to 
much comment, and was thought by 
many to be a rebuke to the long inaction 
of General McClellan, who was thus re- 
lieved of the diief military control.f 

placed in command of Brigadier-General James S. Wads- 
worth, who shall also be a military governor of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 

"4. That this order be executed with such promptness 
and dispatch as not to delay the commencement of the op- 
erations already directed to be undertaken by the army of 
the Potomac. 

"fl.: A liftli army corps, to be commanded by Major- 
General N. P. Banks, will be formed from his own and 
General Shields’ (late General Lander’s) division. 

" Abe..aham Lincoln.’’ 

* THK PEESIDENT’S WAR ORDER — NO. 3 . 

" Execctiv,e Mansion, Washington, Mireh 11 , 1862 . 

" Major-General McClellan having personally taken the 
field at the head of the army of the Potomac, until other- 
wise ordered, is relieved from the command of the other 
military departments, he retaining command of the De- 
partment of the Potomac. 

" Ordered, farther, That the two departments now un- 
der the respective commands of Generals Hallcck and 
Hunter j together with so much of that under General Buell 
as lies west of a nbrtli and south line, indefinitely drawn 
thfoiigh Knoxvillej Tennessee, he consolidated and desig- 
nated the Department of the Mississippi, and that, until 
otherwise ordered, Major-General Halleck have command 
of saidMepartmeni y:; " 

“ Ordered, also, That the country west of the Depart- 
ment of the Potomac and east of tlie Department of the 
Mississippi be a military department, to be called the 
Mountain Department, and that the same he commanded 
by Major-General Fremont. 

"'I'hiit all the commanders of departments, after the 
receipt of ibis order by them rospeetively, report severally 
and direeily to the secretary of war, and that prompt, full, 
and frognent reports will he expected of all and each of 
them. Ar.EAiiAAf Linpoln.’’ 

t The departments were now diiliued and their com- 
manders specified thus : 

THE LIMITS OR THE NEW MILITARY GEOfiRARHICAL DEPART- 
■ ■•M.ENTS. 

1. Dep-VRTmenx op New England.— T he six New England 
State.s. Headquarters at Boston. Commander, Major- 
General Benjamin F. Butler. 

2 , Department op Njsw York. — ^The State of New York. 
Headquarters at Albany. Commander, Major-General Ed- 
win D. Morgan. 

8 . DEPARmiiNT OP THE PoTOMAC.— Tlic Statcsof Pennsyl- 


Whatever may have been the motive, 
the action of the President was followed 
by an advance on the Potomac, in spite 
of the reported opinion of four of 'the 
six commanders of the army corps 
against so early a movement. 

With this determination on the part 
of the Administration to hasten action, 
came a more stringent exercise of the 
military authority. The telegraphs and 
press were placed under the strictest 
surveillance, and severe penalties enact- 


vania, New Jersey, Delaware, and Maryland, the District 
of Columbia, and that portion of Virginia east of the Al- 
leghany Mountains and north of James Paver, except 
Fortress Monroe and sixty miles around the same. Head- 
quarters at Washington or in the field. Commander, 
Major-General George B. McClellan. 

4. Dei’artment op Virginia. — Fortress Monroe and sixty 
miles around the same. Headquarters at the fortress. 
Commander, Brigadier-General John B. Wool. 

5. Dp;partmenx op the Mississippi. — 'Ihe States of OhiOj 
IMichigan, Indiana, Kentucky, Missouri, Iowa, Minnesota, 
Wisconsin, Illinois, Kansas,- Arkansas, the Indian Terri- 
tory, the Territories of Dacotah, Nebraska, and Colorado 
to the Pocky Mountains, and that part of TehneBsee lying 
west of a north and south line indefinitely drawn through 
Knoxville, Tennessee. Headquarters at present at St. 
Louis, Commander, Major-General H. W. Halleck. 

C. The Mountain Department.— The country west of 
the Department of the Potomac and east of the Depart- 
ment of the , Mississiiipi. Headquarters ai; Wheeling. 

Commander, Major-General John C. Fremont. 

7. Department op New Mexico.— T he Territory of New 
Mexico. Headquarters at Santa Fe. Commander,, Colonel 
E. B. S. Cauhy. 

8. Department op the P.vcirio.— The country west of the 

Bocky Mmintahis. Headquarters at San Framdsco, Cali- 
furuia. Commander, . 

9. DepartmI'.nt op FLoBrnA.— That part of (ho State of 
Florida not included in the Department ol K(>y We,st. 
Headquartens at Fort Pk;koji,s. Commander, Brigadier- 
General Lewis G. Arnold. 

10. DEPAimiENT OE North Carolina.— The State, of 
North Carolina. Headcpiarters in the field. Oominauiler, 
Brigadier-General A. B. Burnside. 

11. Department or Key West.— K ey West, the Tortn- 
gas, and the mainland on the west coast, as tar as Apala- 
chicola, and to Cape Canaveral, on the east coast. Com- 
mander, Brigadier-GeuoraL J . M. Brennan. 


Inspired by the energetic spirit of the 

new seeretiirv, Mr. Stanton, the 
1862# ’ ’ 

(Toverninent began to carry on the 

war with the utmost vigor. The Presi- 
deiiL avssinned more directly the respon- 
sibilities of his coiistitiitional position of 
commander-in-chief, and for the first 
time issued his '‘ war orders.’’ The re- 
organization of the various military de- 
partments and the active prosecution of 
the war were the purport of Mr. Lincoln’s 
Jail, military announcements. He had 
determined, with a shrewd regard to 
the patriotic sentiment of the people, to 
appoint the twenty-second of February* 









THE WAR WITH THE SOUTH. 


wlio WiiB held inonillv respoiisihli^ as the 
adviser of tlie Presideiii., to ije ai*l)it;rary' 
and unjust.’^* 

The first movement in 'Fir.ginia was 
made by the force nndei’ ihe (‘oniuiand 
of General Lander. Geiu'val da<'ksoii, 
who commanded the e.virenn^ iel'l ol* Hie 
enemy’s line in northern Virginia, bad 
succeeded in driving tlie Ilnioii troops 
from Bath and Romney, ha.d shcdled Ilan- 
eock, and destroyed a se(a>i!d time the 
track of the Baltirnori' and Ohio Kaib 
road. General Lander, howi'vei’, heing- 
reinforced, was soon enabled to torn 
with effect ■ upon Jackson, and eaiising 
him 'to hill back, smceeeded in opening 
the , Balf.i,:more and Ohio ' Railroad y 
to Hancock.'. . Lander, witli cJiai’ae- 
teristic ' activity, ,■ had' acconiplislied this 
important movement by an, extraordi- 
xiarily rapid marcli.f 

y the way thus cdcnired liy ijander, 

General Jkihks was enabled to com** 
ihence a general movement of his force 
on the upper Potomac. Grossing the 


ed ill piniishmeiit of all attempts to avoid 
it.* The arrest and imprisonment of 
General Stone, the leader in the im- 
fortunate attempt at Ball’s Bluff, 
was a further illustration of the rigor of 
the military rule of the President under 
the inspiration of his new secretary. The 
arbitrariness, bowever, of tlie impris- 
onment of General Stone without the 
formality even of a court-martial, awak- 
ened much inquietude and opposition. 
Petitions were numerously signed and 
sent to the President invoking him to se- 
cure to the imprisoned General “the full 
benefit of the articles of war (as they have 
heretofore been imiformly interpreted), 
and an immediate, trial.” Congress de- 
bated the subject warmly, and some 
members did not hesitate to pronounce 
the conduct of the Secretary of War, 


Department, tlie General Coniuiiuiding, or the geuerala F/asI -T’ or lulalmlHU 
commanding in the field, in the several departiueuls, are h'or holdha; 

aljsolutely forbidden. fore and siiuio the In 

jfVnVd— All newspapers publwhing the military news, visits from rebe.l uffiee 
however obtained, and by whatever medium received, 27 urd~-For trearher 
not authomed by the official authority mentioned in the fort or strong work, k 
preceding paragraph, will be excluded thereafter from re- his guns without mob 
ceiving information by telegraph or from transmitting Fourth— Fot a treac 

their papers by railroad. capture and dcstnicti 

Fourth — ^Edwards S. Sandford is made Military Super- orders for a moveme 
visor of telegraphic messages throughout tlio United which had not been g 
States. Anson Stager is made Military Superintendent of f Lander wrote in hit 

all telegraphic lines and offices in the United States. p.M. : “Two columns 

F/th— This possession and control of the telegraph thirty-two miles, and 
lines U not intended IjO iiileriere in any nsja- d with I bo foui res^i'idiiv, b 
ordhiaiy afCairs of tbe oompiiuii s or with private bti-.li.(.bft. J..uidcr, ojb.ui.stfil Ivy 





BAMS IN' THE SHENANDOAH TALLEY. 


river from Sandy Hook to Harper’s 
Ferry, his troops first occupied this 
Fel >0 town, and immediately after, with- 
out resistance, Bolivar, Charles- 
town, and Martinsburg. He had thus 
Bfar# secured possession not only ^ of 
these important positions, but a 
considerable portion of the country on 
both sides of the Shenandoah. Few of 
the inhabitants were left, and these 
were in '' a condition bordering on star- 
vation.” They all ‘‘ professed Union 
sentiments and great delight at being 
relieved from the thraldom which had 
oppressed them for the last six months.” 

The enemy, tinder G-eneral Jackson, 
had in the mean time retired and con- 
centrated in force at Winchester, while 
the main body of the Unionists, under 
General Banks, encamped at Charles- 
town and applied themselves busily to 
the f ecQnstruction of the Baltimore and 
Ohio Railroad, jkt the same time Col- 
onel Geary had pushed forward with a 
detachment to Leesburg, which the re- 
Mar. treating enemy yielded to him with- 
es out a bloWi 

The advance of the Union army hav- 
Mar. iug taken possession of Berryville, 
and a reconnoissance in force being 
ruade toward Winchester, the enemy re- 
treated from this latter place, making 
but a slight resistance to General Greene 
and Gen oral Hamilton j as with their com- 
bined forces they entered the city. Large 
stores of provisions and ammunition 
were found in the place, and an “ en- 
thusiastic reception” from the inhab- 
itants who remained welcomed the ar- 
rival of the Union troops. General 


Banks now moved forward his main force 
to Winchester preparatory to an ad- 
vance upon the enemy, while General 
Shields, in command of the advance, 
made a reconnoissance in force beyond 
Strasburg. By this he ascertained 
that Jackson was strongly posted 
with his troops near Mount Jackson, and 
within supporting distance of the main 
body of the enemy under General J ohn- 
ston. Shields now determined to decoy 
him from his position, and with this pur- 
pose, fell back toward Winchester, 

“ giving the movement all the ap- 
pearance of a retreat,” and marching his 
whole command nearly thirty miles in 
one day. On approaching Winchester, 
Shields posted his force at night in a se- 
cluded position, about two miles from 
that town, on the Martinsburg road. 

The advance of the enemy, Ashby’s 
cavalry, having followed Shields, as he 
retired, was observed by his pickets on 
the next day. This was the :21st of 
March, and on the 22d General Banks’ 
whole command evacuated Winchester 
en route for Centreville, leaving only 
Shields’ division and the Michigan cav- 


“ Ashby’s cavalry,” says Gen. Shields 
in his report, “observing* this move- 
ment from a distance, came to the con- 
ciusion that WinGliester was being evac- 


« In another and unojOScial account by General Shields, 
he say.s : 

“ This movement and the masked position of my divi- 
sion made an impression upon the inh.alatants, .some of 
-n’hom were in secret communication with the enemy, that 
our army had left, and that nothing remained hut a few 
regiments to garrison this place. Jackson was signalized 
to tills effect, I saw their signals and divined then- 
meiming.” 
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five o'clock P.M., they attacked and drove next da}' betuinie tlio scene of one of ihe 
in our pickets. By order of General bloodiest batlt's t)!' tl>e war, W tiirlie.-i" 
Baidcs, I put my coinmand under arms ter is upproaclmd iVoni ilu' suush !>_v 
and pushed forward one brigade and two three principal roads : the iN'dar i fi-cpls 
batteries of artillery to drive back the road on the west, the valh*\" 1 urn pike 
enemy, but, to keep him deceived as to road leading to Btrasburg in ilar centri‘, 
our strength, only let him see two reg- and the Front Royal road on tin:' oa-st.. 
iments of infantry, a small body of eav- There is a little village callml lvern.'^» 
airy, and part of the artillery. "While town, on tlic valley roml, alionfc iliree 
directing one of our batteries to its po- and a half miles from Winchester. (In 
sition, I was struck by the fragment of the west side of tliis roach almni. half a 
a shell, which fractured my arm above mile nortli of Kornstown, i.s ij. ridge of 
the elbow, bruised my shoulder, aud in- ground 'whieli c<)inniaitds the a.|)proacli 
Jnred rny side. The enemy by the. tnrnpiko and a part of the sur- 

froinhis position, we withdrew' to W rounding ''country.' ■ This ric'lge wa.s 'tlnv 

Chester.,: The injuries I: had 'received ■ key'' point' of 'Oiir position. 'Here') (loloue'l, 
completely prostrated me, hut were not Kimball, the senior officer in (■(Uimtand 
such as to prevent me from making the on the field, took Ids si at ion. Along this 
required dispositions for the ensuing day. I’idge Lieut .-Col Daum, <‘hit»f of artil- 
Under cover of the night, I pushed for- lery, posted three of his hatteih’s, kcaqj- 
ward KimbalFs brigade nearly three ing one of his batteries in reservo some 
miles on the Strasburg road. Daum’s distance in the rear. Fart of our in- 
artillery was posted in a strong position taniry was lii'st plaeed in position in the, 
to support his brigade, if attacked. Sul- reai* aud within supporting dislanco of 
livaiVs brigade was posted in the rear those batteries, wcfil sbolieretl in (bo 
of KimbalFs, and within supporting dis- windings a, ml sinuosities of the ridgtu 
tance of it, covering all the approaches The main body of line (uunuy on the rt<lgo 
to the town by Cedar Creek, Front was posted in order of battle aJunil half 
Royal, Berryville, and Romney roads, a mile beyond Kernslown, his line ex- 
This biigade and Bioadheads cavalry tending Irom the Cedar d’oek !’oU'd (<^ a 
were held in reserve, so as to support little ravine near the Front Royal road, 
our force in front at any point where it a distance of about two miles. This 
might be attacked. These dispositions ground had been so skilfully select f'd 
being made, I rested for the night, know- that, while it afforded hiciiities for ma- 
ing that all the approaches by which the noeuvring, it was completely masked by 
dnetiiy might penetrate to this place were high and wooded ground in front These 

woods ho Med with skirmishers, sup- 



BATTLE OF WINCHESTER. 


ported b}^ a battery on eacli flank, and 
so adroitly bad this movement been con- 
ducted, and so skilfully bad be con- 
cealed Mmself, that at eight o’clock a.m. 
on the 22d nothing was visible but the 
same force under Ashby which had been 
repulsed the previous evening. Not 
being able to reconnoitre the front in 
person, I dispatched an experienced offi- 
cer, Colonel J ohn T. Mason, of the Fourth 
Ohio Tolunteers, about nine o’clock a.m., 
to the front, to perform that duty and 
to re])oi.'t to me, as proinptly as possible, 
eveiy circumstauco tlijit might indicate 
tiie presence of the enemy. About an 
hour after Colonel Mason returned and 
reported to me that he had carefully 
reconnoitered the country in front and 
on both flanks, and found no indications 
of any hostile force except that of 
Ashby’s. 

“ I communicated this information to 
Major-Ceneral Banks, who was tlien 
with me, and after consulting together 
we both concluded that Jackson could 
not be tempted to hazard himself so far 
away from his main support. Having 
both come to this conclusion, General 
Banks took his departure for Washing- 
ton, being already under orders to that 
effect. The oflicers of his staff, how- 
ever, remained behind, intending to 
leave for Oentrcville in the afternoon. 
Although I began to conclude that 
Jackson was nowhere in the vicinity, 
knowing the crafty enemy we have to 
deal with, I took care not to omit a 
sinaie precaution. Between eleven and 


battery on the enemy’s right had opened 
on our position, and that there were 
some indications of a considerable force 
of infantry in the woods in that quarter. 
Oil receiving this information I pushed 
forward Sullivan’s brigade, which was 
placed, by order of Colonel Kimball, in 
a position to oppose the advance of the 
enemy’s right wing. The action opened 
with a fire of artillery on both sides, but 
at too great a distance to be very ef- 
fective. The hdtiative was taken by the 
enemy. Ho pushed forward a few more 
guns to his right, support<3d by a con- 
siderable force of infantry and cavalry, 
with the apparent intention of eniilading 
our position and turning our left flank. 
An active body of skirmishers, consist- 
ing of tlie Eighth Ohio, Colonel Carroll, 
and three companies of the Sixty-sev- 
enth Ohio, was immediately thrown for- 
ward on both sides of the valley road to 
resist the enemy’s advance. Tliese skir- 
mishers were admirably supported by 
four pieces of artiileiy, under Captain 
Jenks, and Sullivan’s gallant brigade. 
This united force repulsed the enemy at 
all points, and gave him such a check 
that no further demonstration was made 
upon that flank during the remainder 
of the day. The attempt against our 
left flank having thus failed, the eneuiy 
withdrew the greater part of his force 
to the light, and foianed it into a reserve 
to support his left flank in a forward 
movement. He then added his original 
reserve and two batteries to his main 
body, and then, advancing with this 
combined column, under shelter of the 
brigade on his left, on which other bat- 
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“ I deem it necessary in tins place to 
give a brief description of tiies(3 ap- 
proaches, as well as of the field, whicli 
next day became the scene of one of the 
bloodiest battles of the war. Winclies- 
ter is approached from tlie south by 
three principal roads : tlie Cedar Creek 
road on the west, the valley turnpike 
road leading to Strasbiirg in the eeiitre, 
and the Front Royal road on the east. 
There is a little village called Kerus- 
town, on the valley road, al}ont three 
and a half miles fr<)in Winciiesf^cn'. On 
the west side ol“ this road, about liali‘ a 
mile north of Kernstown, is a ridge of 
ground which coinmauds the iipproan'ii 
by the turnpike and a pa;i’t of thrv sur- 
rounding country. Tliis ridge Wiis the 
key point of our position. Here Colonc*! 
Kimball, the senior officer in cu)inirutnd 
on the field, took his stall on. Along this 
ridge Lieut.-Ool. Baum, chief of artil- 
lery, posted three of liis hattcjries, keep- 
ing one of his batteries in reserve some 
distance in tlie rear*. Part of our in- 
fantry was first placed in position in the 
rear and within siipporling distance of 
these batteries, well sludf.ored in the 
windings and simiosilit's of tlie ridge. 
The main body of tlu' emeny on tlie ridge 
was pdste(! in ordm* nt' fiatlle alKVut half 
a mile beyond Kernstown, his line ex- 
tending from the Cedar (Veek road to a, 
little ravine near the Front Royal road, 
a distance of about two rnihis. This 
ground had been so skilfully select t'd 
that, wliilc it aiforded facilities for ma- 
noeuvring, it was {.‘ompletely nuisktsl by 
high and wooded ground in front . ''rimse 
woods he filled with skirmishers, sun- 


iiated, and signalized Jackson to that 
effect. We saw their signal fires, and 
divine d their imp ort. On the 22d, about 
five o’clock P.M., they attacked and drove 
in oiir pickets. By order of G-eneral 
Banks, I put my command under arms 
and pushed forward one brigade and two 
batteries of artillery to drive back the 
enemy, but, to keep him deceived as to 
our strength, only let him see two reg- 
iments of infantry, a small body of cav- 
alry, and part of the artillery. While 
directing one of our batteries to its po- 
sition, I was strucls by the fragment of 
a shell, which fractured my arm above 
the elbow, bruised my shoulder, and in- 
jured my side. The enemy being driven 
from his position, we withdrew to Win- 
chester. The injuries I had received 
completely prostrated me, but were not 
such as to prevent me from making the 
required dispositions for the ensuing day. 
Under cover of the night, T pushed for- 
■ward Kimball’s brigade nearly three 
miles on the Strasburg road. Baum’s 
artillery was posted in a strong position 
to support his brigade, if attacked. Sul- 
livan’s brigade was posted in the rear 
of Kimball’s, and within supporting dis- 
tance of it, covering all the approaches 
to the town by Cedar Creek, Front 
Royal, Berry ville, and Romney roads. 
This brigade and Broadhead’s cavalry 
were held in reserve, so as to support 
our force in front at any point where it 
might be attacked. These dispositions 
being made, I rested for the night, know- 
ing that all the approaches by whicli tlic 
enemy might penetrate to this place were 
effectually guarded. 
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ported by a battery on each flank, and 
so adroitly had this movement been con- 
ducted, and so skilfully had he con- 
cealed himself, that at eight o’clock a.m. 
on the 22d nothing was visible but the 
same force under Ashby which had been 
repulsed the previous evening. blot 
being able to reconnoitre the front in 
person, I dispatched an experienced offi- 
cer, Colonel J ohn T. Mason, of the Fourth 
Ohio Yolunteers, about nine o’clock a.m., 
to the front, to perform that duty and 
to report to me, as promptly as possible, 
every circumstance that might indicate 
the presence of the enemy. About an 
hour after Colonel Mason returned and 
reported to me that he had carefully 
recomioitered the country in front and 
on both flanks, and found no indications 
of any hostile force except that of 
Ashby’s. 

“I communicated this information to 
Major-General Banks, who was then 
with me, and after consulting together 
we both concluded that Jackson could 
not be tempted to hazard himself so far 
away from his main support. Having 
both come to this conclusion, General 
Banks took his departure for Washing- 
ton, being already under orders to that 
eflect. The officers of his staff, how- 
ever, remained behind, intending to 


battery on the enemy’s right had opened 
on our position, and that there were 
some indications of a considerable force 
of infantry in the woods in that quarter. 
On receiving this information I pushed 
forward Sullivan’s brigade, which was 
placed, by order of Colonel Kimball, in 
a position to oppose the advance of the 
enemy’s right wing. The action opened 
with a fire of artillery on both sides, but 
at too great a distance to be very ef- 
fective. The initiative was taken by the 
enemy. He pushed forward a few more 
guns to his right, supported by a con- 
siderable force of infantry and cavalry, 
with the apparent intention of enfilading 
our position and turning our left flank. 
An active body of skirmishers, consist- 
ing of the Eighth Ohio, Colonel Carroll, 
and three companies of the Sixty-sev- 
enth Ohio, was immediately thrown for- 
ward on both sides of the valley road to 
resist the enemy’s advance. These skir- 
mishers were admirably supported by 
four pieces of artillery, under Captain 
Jeuks, and Sulhvan’s gallant brigade. 
This united force repulsed the enemy at 
all points, and gave him such a check 
that no further demonstration was made 
upon that flank during the remainder 
of the day. The attempt against our 
left flank having thus failed, the enemy 
withdrew the greater part of his force 
to the right, and formed it into a I'eserve 
to support his left flank in a forward 
movement. He then added his original 
reserve and two batteries to 'his main 
body, and then, advancing with tM 
combined column, under shelter of the 
brigade on his left, on which other bat- 
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teriesliad been previously posted, seemed 
evidently determined to turn our right 
flardc or overthrow it. Our batteries on 
the opposite ridge, although admirably 
managed by their experienced chief, 
Lieutenant-Golonei Daum, were soon 
found insufficient to check, or even re- 
tard, the advance of such a formidable 
body. At this stage of the combat a 
messenger arrived from Coloneb Kim- 
ball, informing me of the state of the 
field, and req^uesting direction as to the 
employment of the infantry. I saw 
there was not a moment to lose, and 
gave positive orders that all the dis- 
posable iidantry should be immediately 
thrown forward on our light to carry 
the cuemy’s hatteries, and to assail and 
turn his left fiank, and hurl it back on 
the centre. Colonel Kimball carried out 
these orders with promptitude and ability. 
Ho intrusted this movement to Tyler’s 
splendid brigade, -which, under its fearless 
leader, Colonel Tyler, inarched forward 
with alacrity and enthasiastic joy to the 
performance of the most perilous duty of 
the day. The enemy’s skirmishers were 
driven before it and fell back upon the 
main body, strongly posted behind a high 
and solid stone wmll, situated on an ele- 
vated ground. Here the struggle became 
desperate, and for a short time doubtful ; 
hut Tyler’s brigade being soon joined on 
the left by the Fifth Ohio, Thirteenth 
Indiana, and Sixty-second Ohio, of Sul- 
livan’s brigade, and the Fourteenth In- 
diana, Eighly-foiirth Fennsylvania, sev- 
en companies of the Sixty-seventh Ohio, 
and three companies of the Eighth Ohio, 
of Kimball’s brigade, this united force 


dashed upon, the enemy with a clieer 
and yell that rose higli up above the 
roar of battle ; and though the rebels 
fought desperately, as tlieir piles of dend 
attest, they were forced hack ihrougli 
the woods by a fire as destructive as 
ever fell upon a retreating foe. Jaclv- 
sou, with his supposed invincible stone- 
wall brigade and the accoinpanying brig- 
ades, much to their mortification and 
discomfiture, were compelled to fall hack 
in disorder upon their reserve. Here 
they took up a new positioTi for a liiial 
stand, and made an a.ttenipt, for a few 
minutes to retrieve tlie i'ortiines of tlie 
day, hut again rained down upon tlnmi 
the same close and deKstructive lii'e. 
Again, cheer upon cheer rang in tlieir 
ears. A few minutes only did they sta,nd 
up agai.ust it, wlien tliey ti.irned dis- 
mayed and fled in disorder, ,i(‘a,ving us 
in possession of the fie.l(l, Hie killed and 
wounded, three hundred prisoners, two 
guns, four caissons, and a, Himisaml sluiui 
of small-arms. Night alone saved them 
from total destruction. The enemy i*e- 
treatecl above five miles, and, judging 
from ills camp fires, took, up a new posi- 
tion for the night. Our troops, \v(*aried 
and exhausted with the fatigues of tlui 
day, throw themselves down to rest on 
the field. 

“Though the battle had hoen won, 
still I could not have belie\’'ed lliat Ja.tA- 
son wox.ild have hazanled a decisive en- 
gagement at such a distance from the 
main body without expecting reinforc.c- 
inents. So, to be prcpariMl for such a con- 
tingency, I set to work during the night 
to bring together all the troops within my 
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The eneaiy of course gave a different 
version of the motives of their move- 
ment and its consequences. They de- 
clared it to be the purpose of Jackson 
to prevent a junction of General Banks 
with McClellam's army at Centre ville, 
and that accordingly he moved to 
.Winchester with such a show of force 
as to compel Banks to remain there. 
Tlie enemy, moreover, declared that 
their whole number of troops amounted 
to but six thousand men, of whom only 
three thousand were engaged, while, 
they claimed to have taken more pris- 
oners and lost fewer in killed than their 
aiito.gonists. As the enemy retired from 
Winchester after the battle, General 
Banks followed them along the valley 
of the Shenandoah, successively occu- 
pying Strasburg, Edenhurg, l.Voodstock, 
Mount Jackson, and finally New Mar- 
ket and Sparta, of which his advanced 
guard took possession on the 19tli of 


becoming a State, lie was chosen United States senator. 
In 1859, his term— being the short one— expired, and he 
went to California, where he lived in comparative retire- 
ment tmtil the commenGcmeni. of flie present war, when 
he w^as made by Congresa a hrigadi(.'r-generai, with a com- 
mission of the date of August 19, 1,801. lie at first rco 
fused acceptance of the appointment, but finally dcicr- 
mined to serve his adopted country, and was given the 
command of the division of General Banks’ corjps d’annee, 
previously held by General Lander, 

‘‘General Shields is of good personal appearance, about 
five feet eight indies in stature, with dark hair and com- 
plexion. His style of speaking is easy, fluent, and agree- 
able. lie is still, of course, a progressive Democrat, hut 
at the same time is a strong supporter of the Government 
of the ITuitc'd States in its unity and integrity.” 


Legislature, a State auditor, and a judge of the Supreme 
Court. In 18-1.5 he was axipointed by President Polk 
coinmi.ssioner of the general land . office, and removed 
to AVasiiingfon. Gn. the breaking out of the Mexican 
war iie was niatle. a brigadier-general of volunteers, and 
grciitly distinguished himself. At Oerro Gordo he was so 
badly wounded that for a long time his life was despaired 
of. He lina.lly, however, so far recovered as to resume 
his command, and heilig promoted to a major-generalship, 
oontinued to serve with distinction until the capture of 
the M.c-xicau capital. In 1849 he was elected United States 
senator from IHitiois. ; There being some mfdrmality in 
bis election, he was induced to resign, but was again. 
elected. After .serving six ycar.s in the Senate, where he 
became pi-ominent as an ardent Bixp]iorter of the Derno- 
cratio ]mrty, he removed to IMinucsota. On this Territory 
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The chief interest of the aclYaiice of the 
IJDxon. armies was centred in the 
‘ moYement of the force so long sta- 
tionary on the Potomac, under Q-eiieral 
McClellan. Whatever nia,y he the differ- 
ence of opinion in regard to the plans of 
this young leader, few will <ieny him the 
credit of having, by his skill in organi- 
zation, formed a great mass of raw re- 
cruits into a well- disciplined army. Con- 
scious that the policy of his conduct had 
heeii questioned by the disputatious and 
impatient, McClellan, in his address to 
his army, justified his long inactivity by 
a proud allusion to his la, hors in the 
camp. He at the same time, now tliat 
ho was preparcfl .(‘or action, appealed to 
the martial spirit and patriotism of his 
troops ii) stirring words : 

'' Bohliers of the Army of the Poto- 
mac, '' he said, '‘ ■for a long time I have 
kept you inactive, but not without a 
purpose. You were to he disciplined, 
anmed, and instructed. Tlie formidable 
artillery yon now liave bad to be creat- 
ed. Other arniics were to move and 


accomplish certain results. I have held 
you back that you might give the death- 
blow to the rebellion that lias distracted 
our once happy country. 

'‘The patience you have shown, and 
your confidence in 3n)ur General, ai*e 
worth a dozen victories. These prelim- 
inary results are now accomplished. I 
feel that the patient labors of many 
months have produced their fruit. The 
Army of the Potomac is now a i-oal 
army, magnificent in material, admir- 
able in discipline and instruction, and 
excellently equipped and armed. Your 
commanders are all that I could wish,. 
The moment for a,ction has a,rrived, and 
I know that I can trust iii you to save 
our couutiw. As I ride through your 
ranks I see iu your faces the sure pres- 
tige of victor}'. I feel that you will do 
whatever I ask of you. Tlie period of 
inaction lias passed. I will bring you 
now iace to face with, the reliols, and 
only pray that God may defend the 
rigid ! 

"In whatever direction you may 
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move, however strange my actions may 

fled, and Gentreville and Manassas, once 



appear to you, ever bear in mind that 

supposed to be so formidable, were 



my fate is linked with yours, and that 

found abandoned. hTothiog was left but 



all I do is to bring you where I know 

the cMms of destro^yed camps, half- 



you wish to be — on the decisive battle- 

burned provisions, the remains of the 



field. It is my business to place you 

dead, an extensive line of deserted 



there. I am to watch over you as a 

earth- works, and some “ Quaker guns,” 



parent over his children, and you know 

or trunks of trees so hewn as to bear 



that your General loves you from the 

in the distance the semblance of can- 



depths of his heart. It shall be my care 

non. A general disappointment was felt 



— it has ever been— to gain success with 

not only by our soldiers, w’lio had been 



the least possible loss. But I know that, 

for so many months patiently awaiting 



if it is necessary, you will willingly fol- 

the opportunity of redeeming the glory 



low me to our graves for our righteous 

lost at Bull Bun, hut by the people 



cause. 

throughout the Yorth. A difference of 



“God smiles upon us! Yictory at- 

opinion, however, prevailed in regard to 



tends us! Yet I would not have you 

the etiemy’s retirement. Some con- 



think that our aim is to be obtained 

tended that it was a precipitate retreat, 



without a manly struggle. I will not 

and the victorious result of General 



disguise it from you that you have 

McClellands consummate strategy, while 



brave foes to eiicoimter — -foemen well 

others insisted that it was a deliberate 



wmrthy of the steel that you will use so 

and triumphant withdrawal by the en- 



well. I shall demand of you great, he- 

emy of a force which had long since 



roic exertions, rapid and long marches, 

been at the mercy of the great Union 



desperate combats, privations, perhaps. 

army on the Potomac, which had failed 



We wull share all these together, and 

to move until it was too late. By the 



when this sad war is over we will re- 

former, the strength of the enemy A ])o- 



turn to oiir horne.s, and feel that we can 

sition at Gentreville and Manasstis was 



ask no higlier honor than the proud con- 

elaborately' magnified, while the laft'or 



sciousness tlia-t we belonged to the Ann}" 

as carefully lessened it. Tlie newspa- 



of the Potomac.” 

])ers, according to their partisan attach- 



The order to march toward Centre- 

ments, gave expression to discordant 



Mar. Alariassas was hailed with 

opinions. A correspondenf'^d of the Yew 



joy by every officer and man in the 

York Trilnme, after visiting Gentreville 



ranks. General ^IcDowell commanded 

and klanassas, deliberafely published 



the advance, and he moved forward 

these as his conclusions : 



with his immense and well-ordered force 

“Mrst. That the topographical charac- 



ready to fight and eager to vindicate tlie 

ter of the position at Manassas luis been 



defeat of Bull liun by a victory on the 

aGiolly misunderstood. Instead of a high 



same field. The enemy, however, had 

* Bayard Taylor. 
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M.AKASSAS ABANDONED. 


plain, with ascending terraces, fiirnisli- 
ing concentric lines of defence, it is a 
low plain, of which the only natural ad- 
vantage is the stream of Bull Run, with 
a low bluff bank. 

“Second. TiiEit the position at Centre- 
ville, though naturally formidable to an 
advance from Fairfax, has no flank or 
rear defences, is imperfectly fortified, 
and, from all indications, never had any 
heavy siege guns, 

“ Third. That the three or four small 
forts near Manassas Junction, on an 
open plain, do not constitute a strategic 
position of any importance. 

“ Fouiih. That the strongest of the 
rebel works was inferior, both in con- 
struction and armament, to the weakest 
of our forts on the Yirginia side of 
AFashington. 

“Fifth. That the rebels never had, at 
any time, ill all the camps between 
Centreville and Manassas, more than 
T5, 000 men. 

‘ ‘ Sixth. That an advance of our whole 
army, made any time since the fi.rst of 
November last, would very likely have 
reached Manassas with as much expedi- 
tion and as little loss as the advance at 
tills time. It is scarcely likely that the 
rtfijcls, "who have been all along so well 
inrorinod as to our strength and our 
contemplated movements, would liave 
hazarded an engagement whifih. mud 
liave resulted disastrously to them.” 

A correspondent of the Hew York Tier- 
aid, on the other liand, wrote : “ The best 
judges who have inspecited the quarters 
at and near Manassas, declare that they 
would accommodate one hundred and 
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forty thousand men. The barracks have 
all been recently occupied ; and that the 
army was not lacking for subsistence 
is proved by plenty of empty champagne 
and porter bottles and pickle jars left 
behind in the deeanipment. Many cir- 
cumstances show conclusively to the 
niind of every visitor there who knows 
anything of camp life, that the evacua- 
tion was made hastily. Hundreds of 
articles have been brought away as 
trophies which would never have been 
left behind by the soldiers if they had 
not been inarched away upon short no- 
tice. Cooked victuals were found upon 
some of the tables, and all the quarters 
at Manassas had the appearance of hav- 
ing been recently occupied and hastily 
abandoned.” 

Again, another writer said : 

‘ ‘ Military men are invariably struck 
on reaching Centreville with the great 
natural strength of the position, and the 
scientific manner in which it was pre- 
pared for an attack.” 

The fiict remained, that the enemy 
had retired in safety, and were thus en- 
abled, by taking up anotber position, 
again to present a formidable front to 
onr finnies. ]!tlcClollan now returned to 
Washington and. Alexandria with his 
main body, and. shifted liis military 
operations to the peninsula of York- 
town, while Gejiera.1 McDowell was left 
to operate against the enemy on tlio 
lower Potomac. 

The enemy were evidently gradually 
drawing in their forces in Eastern Yir- 
ginia closer to Richmond, so as to cstaln 
lish a line extending from Gordonsville 
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a section of artillery. A . 
mounted force was discovere 
tired skirmishing. The chas 
for eight miles, the Brooklyn 
without a single straggler, 
with the cavalry and artilk 
tenant Decker, Oompany D 
Harris Light Cavalry, was 
gallantly leading one of the c 
was shot through the heart, 
hy whom he was killed, am 
ers, were almost at the t- 
taken prisoners. Colone] 
charged upon the camp ol 
driving them like frightene 


to Yorktown, with its ieit at tne iuiimcx 
and its right at the latter place. In or- 
der to effect this, they had not only 
fallen hack from the upper Potomac and 
Manassas, but had abandoned their long 
Mn,. succession of batteries bordering the 

9, ‘ southern bank of the lower Poto- 
mac, and thus raised the blockade ol 
that river, which had so long bid defi- 
ance to the Federal power. 

General McDowell advanced cautious- 
ly as the enemy withdrew, occasionally 
skirmishing with their rear-guards and 
Mar. outposts of cavalry. His first ad- 
211.* vance was to Warrenton Junction, 
whence, after a delay of several weeks, 
he made a fovced march to the 

IJ. hanks of the Ra.ppahannock. The the encm) ,1 

idvqnce of the army is thus minutely ty-six miles. 

described by one who accompanied it . 

■ ‘ On Thursday, with the first feint along the road S< 

light of dawn, the command 

Lieutenant-Coloirel Kilpatrick, with the man capable o i - 
Ira Harris Light Cavalry, led the ad- had been pressed i 
vanoe. Before .starting, an order was 
issued directing the instant shooting of ^ 

anv one detected in the act of pillaging, Light Cavalij 

burning, or wantonly destroying prop- enemy, and im le 
erty. Ko occasion was found: for the one Kilpa taa, cl 
execution of the order. Late in tne me , ^ 

day tlie heat compelled the men to re- tie ® ■■ 

lic've themselves of everything not abso- . 

luloly indispensable, and overcoats and ^ *-‘0 ‘y ‘ 

blankets strewed the road. forward, forcing 

“ Six miles from Catlett’s Station, re- Eappahaunotk, a 
cent tracks of rebel cavalry wore disoov- retreat^ beyond i 
ered. Twelve miles beyond, the enemy’s Fredericksburg. 

picket was driven in. General Augur set lire to the bn 
pushed rapidly forward with the cavalry, been placed heaps 
the Brooklyn Fourteenth Regiment, and Chatham and rai. 


McDowell on the RAPPAiiANisrocK. 


stroyed. The Hicklen bridge was saved 
by the strenuous exertions of the Ber- 
dan Sharpshooters. The little town of 
Falmouth, on the north bank of the 
Rappahannock, immediately opposite 
Fredericksburg, was found almost en- 
tirely deserted. Several Union families 
remained to welcome the advance of our 
troops. The people generally received 
our soldiers in a friendly manner, and 
expressed surprise when assured that 
tliey were to be protected instead of 
murdered, as they had been assured by 
the rebels they would be. 

“Our occupation of the place was a 
surprise. The mills were still running, 
and women and children engaged in or- 
dinary domestic avocations when our 
camion belched forth its thunder from 
the adjacent cliff.” 

A flotilla of Union gun-boats at the 
same time sailed from Chesapeake Bay 
up the Rappahannock River, and after 
shelling the enemy’s batteries, took 
possession of Urbana and Tappahan- 
nock. The boats, however, were pre- 
vented from proceeding as far as Fred- 
ericksburg in consequence of the ob- 
structions in the river. 

On the arrival of the Union forces, 
the city councillors of Fredericksburg 
met, and appointed a committee to con- 
fer with General Augur, in command of 
the advance of the Union army, in re- 
gard to the surrender of the city. At 
the same time these civic dignitaries 
proved the inveteracy of their secession- 
ism by passing a resolution, declaring 
“ diat the city, since the adoption of the 
ordinance of secession, had been unani- 


mously in favor of disunion, and was still 
firmly attached to the Southern cause, 
surrendering only upon condition of 
protection to private property.” 

General Augur received these emis- 
saries with courtesy, but waiving any 
discussion, declared that he would leave 
the treatment of Fredericksburg and its 
inhabitants to the issue of events. 

General IMcClellan having embarked 
his large army — estimated at a hundred 
and twenty''^’ thousand men — at Alexan- 
dria and Washington, in an immense 
fleet of transports, sailed for Hampton. 
He soon after advanced in the di- 
rection of Yorktown, and on mak- 
ing a reconnoissance of the enemy’s 
works, extending across the peninsula 
between York and James rivers, found 
the “ defences very strong and the ap- 
proaches difficult.” The enemy, in jiar. 
the mean time, had fallen hack 
from Big Bethel, and abandoned Ship 
Point, on the Poquosin, which empties 
into the Chesapeake Bay, near the 
mouth of the York River. McClellan 
had thus secured a convenient depfit on 
the water close to the enemy’s fortifi- 
cations, and a clear sweep for his gun- 
boats to operate in the outlet of the river 
York. On the first arrival of the Union 
troops in force, the enemy were sup- 
posed to haim had but ten thousand men 
iiiidcr General Magruder, to guard the 
extensive fortifi.cations of the peninsu- 
la. They, however, on discovering that 
McClellan was concentrating his force 
preparatory to a siege and a grand as- 

* McClellan’s army was afterward reinforced until it 
amounted to over 150,000 men. 
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sault, rapidly hurried forward abund- 
ant reinforcements, and soon numbered 
within their formidable works a large 
army led by J ohnstoii. 

The formidable Merrimac, whose re^ 
ilpr® appearance had been so long 
awaited, now defiantly came for- 
ward from li^orfolk, accompanied by the 
Jamestown and Yorktown and several 
small tug and gun boats. The signal- 
gun at Eortress Monroe was fired, and 
the garrison ran to their arms and man- 
ned the cannon on the parapet. The 
fleet of transports anchored in the roads, 
slipped their moorings, and either sailed 
or were towed out of harm's way. The 
Monitor, getting ready for action, 
clearing her decks, lowering her smoke 
and steam pipes, and slipping her an- 
chor, moved out into the roads, ac- 
companied by the Yaugatuck/^v They, 
however, were restricted in their move- 
ments by the order of Commodore 
Goldsborough, to act strictly on the de- 
fensive. 

In the mean time, the Merrimac and 
her consorts a.pproached to within four 
miles of Fortress Monroe, but took care 
to keep without the range of tlic guns 
of the fort. A large number of steam- 
boats, “crowded with excursionists,” bad 
followed the Merrimac from Yorfolk 
with the view, apparently, of being 
spectators of a fight. Two French war 
steamers, tlie Gatiuat and the Gassendi, 
and the English gun-hoat Pvinaldo, had 
been for some time anchored in Hamp- 
ton Roads, evidently for the purpose of 

® This is a small lloating hattciy presented by Mr. 
Stevens, of Hoboken, to tlie Govcrniiieut. 


watching a struggle in which the whole 
world was interested. 

The Merrimac and her consorts had 
remained almost stationary, only mov- 
ing to commuiiicate with each other, 
until about nine o'clock a.m., when “the 
rebel gun-boat Patrick Henry left the 
fleet and ran into Hampton Cove by the 
inside channel, leading from Yewport 
Yews Point toward Hampton village. 
At first it seemed to be a inaiioeiivre to 
induce the Monitor to change her posi- 
tion ; and others supposed the rebel 
steamer had hostile designs on the I’ed- 
eral camp at Hampton (Camp Hamil- 
ton). The sequel to the problem was 
soon discovered when the rebel craft, 
subsequently joined by the rebel steamer 
Teazer, was seen cutting out two Union 
brigs and a schooner which were at an- 
chor about two miles from shore. The 
aftair was deeply humiliating, and no ef- 
forts were made by our fleet to prevent 
the outrage imtil after the rebel steamers 
were escaping with their prizes and un- 
der full headway for Yorfolk, when the 
gun-])oat,s Octarora and Yaugaiiick w«'ro 
sent up llam])ton Cove to a point iieiir 
where the stoloi vessels had been an- 
chored. 

The Palrick Henry towed lie]' prizes 
to Yorfolk, and returned to join tlu^ 
rebel fleet shortly after twelve. 

In the evoniug the Merrimac and her 
consorts returned to Yoilblk, after hav- 
ing exchaiigod, without ellect on eitlior 
side, a few shots at long range with the 
Union gun-hoat Octarora and the tloai;- 
ing battery Yangatuck, Yext moniy.ig 
the Merrimac appeared again with her 










consorts, and liaving taken their posi- 
tion olf Sewall's Point, remained for a 
long time so stationary that she was 
supposed to he aground. She, how- 
ever, returned at night to Norfolk, 
whence she occasionally reappeared, ap- 
parently with the object of covering the 
entrance to the Janies PJver, and thus 
preventing the Union gun-boats from 
co-operating with General McOlellanUn 
the siege of Yorktown. 

General Fremont, it will be recol- 
lected, was appointed to the command 
of the “Mountain Department,’’ includ- 
iug the country west of the “Depart- 
ment of the Potomac,” and east of the 
“ Department of the Mississippi.” This 
brought that portion of the scene of war 
in Yirginia, Kentucky, and Tennessee 
under his control. 

Previous to the assumption of this 
command by Fremont, General Garfield 
Mar. after various skirmishes with 
guerrilla bands, pushed onto Pound 
100 


Gap, fifty miles beyond Piketon, in 
Kentucky, where he was encamped, and 
drove the enemy from their intrencli- 
ments on the Cumberland Mountains 
into Virginia. They, however, con- 
tinued to hold the strong position 
at Cumberland Gap, and thus bar- 24» 
red the entrance of the Federal troops 
into East Tennessee. Fremont arrived 
at "Wheeling, his headquarters, on the 
29th of March, superseding General 
Itosecrans, whose command in Western 
Yirginia was now absorbed in the Moun- 
tain D epartment. Fremont immediately 
ordered an advance, and General Mil- 
roy accordingly pushed forward from 
his encampment on Cheat Mountain. 
The enemy rapidly retired before him, 
evacuating Camp Alleghany, Hunters- 
ville, and Monterey, where they turned 
upon Milroy, but being driven back, 
made for the Shenandoah Moun- jVpi-, 
tains, on the crest of which they 
commenced to intrench themselves. 
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island is situated nearer the eastern 
bank, as it is called, thougli at this point 
it Is rather the southern, as the river 
abruptly turns from its ordinary course 
to the south, and flows toward the north- 
westy , 

The fugitive G-eneral Makall having 
retired from i^ew M to Island No. 
1 0 with his whole force, prepared within 
its strongly fortified intrenchments to 
make a resolute defence. General Pope, 
farther up the Mississippi than ISTcw being without transports or gun-boats, 
j\fa<lrid, though it lies in a southeasterly separated from the enemy hy the Mis- 
dii'cction from it. Its distance from St. sissippi and by the island they held, and 
Louis is two hundred and fifty miles, cut oil from communication with Com- 
from N’ew Orleans nine hundred and modore Foote, wlio was stationed with 
fifty, forty-five miles south of Oolimibus, his flotilla on the upper part of the river, 
and twentj^-six miles from Hickman, in was unable to continue his pursuit. It 
Kentucky, The Mississippi at Island therefore, devolved , upon Commodore 
Ko. 10 is about two hundred feet above Foote to begin the attack. He accord- 
the level of the mouth at the Gulf of ingly descended the Mississippi from jjfar, 
Mexico, its depth from ninety to a bun- Cairo with a fleet of gun and mor- 
dred feet, its breadth from mainland to tar boats, and some transports carrying 
mainland about nine hundred yards, troops. 

and its current exceedingly rapid. The On reaching Hickman, the town was; 


The eiieiii}^ on the upper Mississip])i, 

^ when driv'cn by General Pope from 
I862« . o' . i 

their iutreiichmenls at Kew Madrid, 

retired to Island Ko. 10. This island is 

situated at an elbow of the ^Mississippi, 

where that river touches Tennessee after 

descending soutlierly from Kentucky, 

and just before ascending northerly 

toward Kew Madrid in Missouri previous 

to resuming its general course to the 

south. Thus the island is a few miles 
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taken possession of by the Union troops, 
having been abandoned bj^ the enemy’s 
nioimted picket guards, who, though 
pursued by Colonel Buford, succeeded in 
making their escape. The fleet* having 
3.nchored for the night off Hickman, 
moved down early next morning to 
within three miles of the island. The 
mortar boats being at once ordered into- 
position, began shelling the battery above 
the island, but without serious effect. 
Hay after day the gun and mortar boats 
continued to exchange a heavy fire with 
the enemy, but with no important re- 
sult. After four days of ineffectual ef- 
fort, Commodore Foote confessed his 
difficulty in this telegram to the Govern- 
ment ; ‘ t Island Ho. 10 is harder to con- 
quer than Oolumbus, as the island shores 
are lined with forts, each fort command- 
ing tlie one above it. I am gradually 
approaching the island, but still do not: 
ho];)e for luuch until the occurrence of 
certain events which promise success.” 

Tliti ik'Ot was tliiiH eoiufioHt'd : 

Flag-Hhip IkMiton, Lioiitonarit riiclps, acting flag cap- 
tain. 

Oim-boaL Giiicinnati. Comiuandor K N. Stembol. 

Giiu-ljoat Oarciidolct, eoiuinsuuk'r Walln;. 

Oiin-boat Mouinl Gi(y, Goinmandor Kelly". 

Gun-bciit LmiUvilb^, Guiuniamb'i’ Dove. 

Onn-boiit Pittsbnrg, Lioiit.eiuuit Thoiiipsun. 

Gun-boat St, Louw, Lieutenant ranbling. 

Quu-bfiat Goueritoga, Lieutcnjiiit lllodgett, the only boat 
in tlisi lha't not iron clad, and eight mortar boats. 

Etich nnortar )>oat ciirricd a mortar weig'hing soventeen 
thouKand one hundred and eighty-four liounds, dischai'g- 
ing a round shell weigiiing two hundred and fifteen 
pounds without its contents, the mortar being charged 
with twenty-three {jounds of powder. They were made to 
carry from two to three miles. The following were the 
officers of the mortar fleet : i • ; 

Gaptaiii H. E. Maynadier, connaandMg fiept,- 

Captain E. B. Pike, assistant do, , - ; ; . ; 

Sailing Masier.'i —Messrs. Gdassfoi'd, Gr^.orr.^Sin^.onds, 
and Johnston, ' ' ' ' v i , " . 


In the mean time, while preparation 
was being made to direct these “ prom- 
ising events” to a successful issue, tiie 
Union troops under Colonel Buford, left, 
at Hickman, advanced to Union 
City, in Tennessee, surprised the 
enemy encamped there, and dispersed 
them. By possession of this important 
point, Island Ho. 10 and the forces sta- 
tioned on the mainland in the neighbor- 
hood were outflanked on their right. 
This particular success liad a not un- 
important influence upon the general 
result. 

General Pope, too, was enabled by his 
batteries on the west hank of the Mis- 
sissippi almost to command the naviga- 
tion from below, and thus hem in tlie 
enemy’s gnn-boats and trans] torts gath- 
ered about Island Ho. 10. 

A spirited enterprise was undertaken 
and siiccessftilly accoiiiplislied by a 
boat expedition fitted out by the ** 
arpiadron of Ck)mniodoro Foote, and 
placed under the coininaiid of Col. Bob- 
erts, of Illinois. This officer landed with 
a few men, and after spiking the guns of 
the upper Ivatlery of the enemy, returned 
without injury to a single man. 

In the mean time, the “ j>romismg 
event” to wliich Commodore Foote mys- 
teriously alluded in his dispatch, liad 
been hrouglit to a successful issue. This 
was the cutting* of a canal across the 

^ An interesting account of this work is thus given hy 
one who took part in it : 

“After the surrenderor the forts at New Madrid, wc 
(Colonel Bisscll’s engineer regiment) wei-e engaged for 
four days unspiking guns, changing batteries, csbiblish- 
ing new worlss, and other engineering matters. Tlieu wc 
were- sent. ove3C;hy General Pope to ascertain whether it 
was not praetieahle to establish batteries opposite Island 
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peninsLilar marsh, in the bend of the 
Mississippi, north of Island Ho. 10, by 

No. 10, so as to enfilade their works on the Kentucky 
shore. We spent three days in the swamps in canoes, with 
darkeys as guides, hut found the project impraeticable. 
Colonel Bissell, however, stated that he could by hard la- 
hor get steamhaats and fiatboats through the woods and 
bayous, and by that means land our forces nearly opposite 
New Madrid, and take all the enemy’s works in the rear. 
General Pope at once gave him a carte blanche, and he sent 
to Cairo for four steamboats, six flats, and such guns as 
could be spared. They sent the steamers W. B. Tei'ry, 
.Tolin Trio, Gilmore, and Emma, with the barges, a quan- 
tity of lumber, etc,, and one eiglit-inch colunibiad, and 
(liree thirty-two pounders. Tools we did not need, for 
the regiment carries er^erything, from the heaviest ropes 
and screws, dowir to fine steel drills for unspiking guns. 
Our route was about twelve miles long, of which two miles 
Av<. re through thick timber, and the remaining ten through 
narrow, crooked bayous, grown up full of brush and small 
trees. We have cut our way right through, the track 
being fifty feet wide, in which thirty feet are i-equired for 
the hulls of the boats. The timber is cut four feet below 
the surface of the water. In one short stretch we cut 
seventy-five trees thus deep, not one less than two feet 
through. 1’he machines were rigged from rafts and our 
lo-west flats, and w'orked each by about twenty men. In 
the first place three large launches went ahead to cut out 
and push out of the track the underbrush and driftwood ; 
then tliree rafts followed, on which were the men, wdio 
cut dovm and cut off the trees ; tluni the saws, then two 
large barges, tlien one of the steamboats. Very large 
litK'.s w'cre provided to run from the capstan of the Rt(>ain- 
hoat. and haxrl out by snatch-blocks what the men could 
not handle. Then followed the rest of the fleet, men being 
engaged all the time converting the flatboats into float- 
ing batteries. From the rhasr to the Icvoo ibe distauct! is 
about dOO feet ; bero tbe waiter was shallow and iho route 
full of stumps ; it took one whole day to pass this. 'J’lion 
the cut ixi the levee. Here the fall was over tw’o feet, 
and the rush of water was tremendoufi. The lai’gest boat 
■was dropped through with five lines out alu'ad. Then a 
cornfield, overflowed from a cut in tlio hivee. Here wnis 
something of a channel cut by the swift water, audivo got 
along well ncaidy a quarter of a mile to the 'woods ; here 
•was the labor — two straight and long miles ti'i the nearest 
point in the bayou. This it took eight days to get through. 
Then Wilson’s Bayou, then East Bayou, then St. John's 
Bayou,; which empties into the Mississippi at NewMadrid. 
If you have never seen a Southern swamp you have no 
idea bow thick it is ; a New York elm swamp does not 
begin. It sometimes took twenty men a whole day to get 
out a half-sunken tree across the bayou. Such a place as 
that kept us all back, as none of the rafts or fla’ts could 
get by, and all had to wait. The water, after we got into 








wliicli a communication by water was 
establislied between General Pope and 
Commodore Foote. The result was thus 
reported by General Pope in his official 
dispatch : 

“ The canal across the peninsula op- 
posite Island No. 10— and for the idea 
of which I am indebted to General 
Schuyler Hamilton — was completed by 
Colonel Bissells engineer regiment, 
and four steamers were brought through 
on the night of the 6th (April), The 
heavy batteries I had thrown up below 
Tiptonville completely commanded the 
lowest point of the high ground on the 
Tennessee shore, entirely cutting off the 
enemy’s retreat by water ; his retreat 
by land has never been possible through 
the swamp.” 

About the time that the canal was 
opened, two of Commodore Foote’s gun- 
boats, the Carondelet (April 4th) and 


the woods, was aboxifc si.x feet deep, with a gentle current 
setliiig across the peniiiHula. In Iho .East Bayou tlui cur- 
rent was tremendous, and the boats had to ho checked 
down with huavj'' head linos. Here wo found some ob- 
structions, eausod by drifi. heaps, hut entUng oil ono or 
two logs, would start all down tho current. 

This is tho liavdest job I have ever socn undertaken, 
hut Colouel Bissoll is so far down now as fix cull it sxic- 
ccssful, for we are in sight of the fcnciiS on ‘ ’tuthor side 
of Jordan.' 

‘ ‘ The sag of tho saw gives tho correct arc of the circle. 

“ At each end of the saw a rope thirty feet in length is 
fastoued and carried to boats iq)ou which men are sta- 
tioned. Ton men wui'k each rope, 

“When tho saw runs right we have cn t off a stum]) two 
feet in diameter in fourteen ini.nut(is. Often it pinched 
and ran crooked ; then a gang would ho two or tluvo 
hours on one of the same size. If there happened to be 
any brush under water it added much to the labor ; it all 
had to he fished up and got out of tho way. 

“ This canal has been a prodigiously laborious work. 
It was twelve miles long, six miles of which was through 
licavy timber, which had to be sawed off by hand four feet 
under water.” 
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the Pittsburg (April 6th) succeeded in 

10 and his batteries along the shore. The 



running past the enemy’s batteries dur- 

divisions Avere pushed forward to Tipton- 



ing the night, without receiving a shot. 

ville as fast as they landed, Paine’s lead- 



With these gun-boats and the trans- 

ing. The enemy were driven before him, 



ports which had been brought through 

and although they made several attempts 



the canal, General Pope Avas enabled to 

to form in line of battle and make a stand, 



comniaiid the river, and transport his 

Paine did not at once deploy his columns. 



troops to the opposite shore of Tennes- 

The enemy were pushed all night Augor- 



see, in the I'ear of the enemy. His 

ously, until at four o’clock a.m. they Avere 



operations and their triumphant result 

driven back upon the SAvamps and forced 



are best described in his own Avords : 

to surrender. 



“ The enemy,” reported General Pope, 

“ Three generals, seven colonels, seven 



“ had lined the opposite shore AAuth bat- 

regiments, several battalions of infantry, 



teries, extending from Island No. 10 to 

five companies of artillery, OAmr one hun- 



Tiptonville, Merriweather’s Landing, to 

dred heavy siege guns, twentj^'-four pieces 



prevent the passage of the river by this 

of field artillery, an immense quantity of 



army. 

ammunition and supplies, several thou- 



“I directed Captain Walke to run 

sand stand of small-arms, a great num- 



doAvn with the two gun-boats, at day- 

her of tents, horses, wagons, etc., have 



light on the Ith, to the point selected 

fallen into our hands. 



for crossing, and silence the enemy’s 

‘‘Before abandoning Island No. 10, 



batteries near it. He performed the 

the enemy sunk the gun-boat Grampus 



service gallantly, and I here bear testi- 

and six of his transports. These last I 



inony to the thorough and brilliant man- 

am raising, and expect to have ready 



ner in Avhieh this officer discharged his 

for serAuce in a few days. The famous 



difficult duties AAuth me, and to the 

floating battery was scuttled and turned 



hearty and earnest zeal Avith which, at 

adrift Avith all her guns aboard. Bhe 



all hazards, he co-operated Avith me. 

AAms captured and run aground in shoal 



‘ ‘ As soon as he signalled me, the boats 

Avater by our forces at Noav Madrid. 



containing Paine’s division moved out 

“ Our success is complete and oimr- 



from the landing, and began to cross the 

Avhelming. Our troops, as I expected, 



river. The passage of this Avide, furi- 

behaved gloriousl}^ I will, in my full 



ous river by our large force Avas one of 

report, endeavor to do full justice to all. 


i 

the most magnificent spectacles I ever 

Brigadior-Gcnemls Paine, Stanley, and 


> 

Avitnessed, By tAvelve o’clock that night 

Hamilton crossed the river and con- 



(the 7th) all the forces designed to cross 

ducted their dmsions with untiring ac- 



the river were OAmr, Avithout delay or 

tivity and skill. I am especially in- 



accident. 

dehted to tliem. General Paine, for- 



“ As soon as we commenced to cross, 

tunate in ha\dng the advance, exhibited 



the enemy began to CAmcuate Island No, 

luiiisual Augor and courage, and had the 



: 
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satisfiiction to receive the siirreiKier of 
the enemy. Of Colonel Bissel, of the 
Engineer regiment, I can hardly say too 
much. Full of resources, untiring and 
determined, he labored night and day, 
and completed a work which will be a 
monument of enterprise and skill. 

“ We have crossed this great river 
with a large army, the banks of which 
were lined with batteries of the enemy 
to oppose our passage ; have pursued 
and captured all his forces and material 
of war, and have not lost a man or met 
an accident.” 

The enemy had hoa,sted of the iin- 
niense strength of the position at Island 
Eo. 10, declaring that it was '‘ not only 
tenable, hut impregnable” against any 
naval force that could approach it. This 
assertion was confirmed by Commodore 
Foote in his report : “ These works,” he 
said, “erected with the highest engi- 
neering skill, are of great strength, and 
with their natural advantages would have 
been impregnable if defended by men 
lighting in a better cause.”'-' 

* {/Uinnictlorn Foote, in liiK oflteiiil rciiort, gave ilii.s iic- 
euunt of tlio works: “'riiere are olevt’ii eartli-works, 
wUU seventy lenvy ctiunon, varying in ealiliro from iJiirty- 
two to one hniulreil-poumlerri, ritUsl. The imig-azines are 
■well supplied with powihn*, and there are large quantities 
of shot and shell and other munitions of war, and also 
great (piautities of provisions." 

General W. 1). JleCunn was in oummaud of the enemy 
at Island No, 10, having superseded as the superior in 
rank, General 3[akall, wlio commanded at New Ma<lrid. 
McCunn thus addressed his men : 

“Soi.Dnnis : We are strangens, commander and com- 
manded, each to the otlnn*. Led mo tidl you who [ am. 
I am a general made hy Ijeauregard, a ,g<ineral selected by 
Beauregard and Bragg for this command, when they knew 
it was in. peril. They have known mo for twenty yosits 
together. Wo have stood on the fields of Me.hco. Give 
them your confidence now — give it to me when I have 
earned it. Soldiors-rthe Mississippi Valley is intrusted 


Oil capturing Isliincl No. 10, Commo- 
dore Foote, with his fleet, and General 
Pope, with his army, proceeded, after a 
short delay for preparations, in con- 
tinued co-operation against tlie enemy 
ou the Mississippi, 

G-eneral Halleck, who still remained 
at his headquarters in St. Louis, was 
vigorously pushing forward the various 
divisions of his large army. General 
Buell had advanced to Nashville, in Ten- 
nessee, with Iris main liody, and sent de- 
tachments beyond as far as Murfrees- 
boro. General Nelson was placed in 
command at the former city. Governor 
Johnson, tlie now military governor, 
with the support of the United States 
troops, exercised an energetic sway over 
j the disaifected people of Tomiessec. 
The cit}’- council of Nashville having re- 
fused to take tlie oath of allegianee to 
the United States, the members were 
ejected from office, and others more lojail 
or more compliant were chosen in tlnhi* 
place. The newspa])ers were conqielled 
chher to professions of loyalty or to 
silence, and liy the a]>poinlment of more 
subservient po>s1mas1,crs and olhei* o(li- 
cers, the relations of the State willi the 
Federal Government were re.-eslahlisli- 
ed. Communications hy vailrotvd with 
the North were semired under military 
surveillance. Such, however, was the 
activity of the enemy’s guerrilla, hands, 
that even the vigilance of armed guards 
was occasionally eluded. The hold par- 
tisan leader, Captain IVlorgaii, audaci- 

to yonr couragii, to your difidpliiK', (.0 jami' ]>ationci'i. 
Exhibit thii vigilance and coolness of last night, and 
hold it.” 
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ously dashed into G-allatiii with his 
troops, and momentarily cut off the com- 
munication between Nashville and Lou- 
isville. 

General Grant was soon able, with 
his command of the Tennessee River, 
and with the aid of the fleet of gun- 
boats and transports, rapidly to move 
forward a large army. Taking posses- 
sion of Savannah, in the southern part 
of Tennessee near the borders of Mis- 
sissippi, he there concentrated his force. 
As lie advanced, his reconnoitring par- 
ties engaged in occasional skirmishes 
with the enemy’s cavalry scouts. A 
Union force, consisting of three hun- 
dred and fifty cavalry and some eighty- 
six inlantry, under the command of 
Lieutenant- Colonel Heath, was attacked 
at night in Black Jack Forest, by five 
jllar. hundred of the enemy’s troopers, ^ 
who, however, were driven ofi*. 
The Union loss was five men wounded, 
and several horses killed and injured. 

General Grant finally advanced Ms 
main body, consisting of about sixty 
thousand men, to Pittsburg Landing— 
an insignificant place with a few houses 
and a landing place, about eight miles 
above Savannah, on the Tennessee River ' 
—with the view of moving against the 
enemy’s position at Corinth. 

General Beauregard, now in command 
of the Department of the Mississippi, 
had made great efforts to check the 
hitherto triumphant advance of the 
Union forces to the South.. In order 
to cover Memphis and close the Alissis- 
sippi River and Valley against furtlier 
inroads, he had carefull}'’- guarded the 
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stream with forts and concentrated a 
large army at Corinth. This place is 
in Tisheiningo County, Mississippi, at 
the junction of the Memphis and Charles- 
ton and Mobile and Charleston railroads. 
The country being hilly is fiivorable for 
fortification, and Beauregard’s skill as an 
engineer enabled him to give increased 
strength to the natural advantages of 
Corinth. 

General J ohnston, who had evacuated 
Bowling Green, retired, after the fall of 
Fort Donelson, before the Union army 
under General Buell, to Nashville, and 
thence to Chattanooga. Prom this latter 
place, by a skilful movement, he was 
enabled to form a junction with General 
Beauregard at Corinth, where he as- 
sumed the chief command of the enemy’s 
forces, now amounting to about sixty 
thousand men. 

The Union troops under General 
Grant, at Pittsburg Landing, exulting 
ill the late triumphs in Kentucky and 
Teniiessee, were in a high state of cou- 
fidence, impatient to bo led against the 
enemy, though apparently not uncon- 
scious of the stixngth of the position at 
Corinth and the largeness of the force con- 
centrated there under such able leaders 
as Johnston, Beauregard, Bragg, Polk, 
and Cheatham. The good condition and 
the confident spirit of the Union army 
were complacently dilated upon by a 
chronicler, and also the formidable prep- 
arations of the enciii}^ acknowledged ; 

“ A liap])ier, healthier, more efficient 
army than that now at Savannah jiar. 
and .Pittsburg,” he wrote, “never 29. 
probabij' went to war. Hlaeh regiment 
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Florence and destroyed rebel coDimimi- 
cation in that direction with the South. 

‘‘ Within two weeks measures will 
have been accomplished that will render 
retreat by the rebel army at Corinth 
impossible, and if beaten, they will have 
to surrender, not escape, to be again 
met in some other strongliold. Success 
has failed to make the Union generals 
rash, and when they move it will be 
surely. They fully understand the im- 
portance of the coming struggle, (ten- 
eral (Traut, although slightly careworn, 
is in good health and laboring hard 
to insure success. General McClernand 
still suffers somewhat from the exposure 
at Henry and Donelson. 

“ Skirmishes with small parties of the 
enemy occur occasionally, and several 
have been killed on our. side as well as 
theirs. Some companies of the rebels 
met have been armed with the best of 
weapons, but they generally have, as at 
other places, shot-guns for the cavalry. 
The long knives, a short time ago so 
prevalent, have been discarded.’' 

Scouts sent out by the Union army 
brought in word that after penetrating 
■within the lines of the enemy, they had 
discovered a force of over seventy thou-' 
sand men, and that reinforceuients were 
arriving, while deserters declared 
were mainly Unionists who 
point from | were being hastily gathered from the 

g county, and “forced into 
the ranks” at Corinth. 

Whether from over confidence^^ m 


is burning to win laurels to wear with 
their companions who got fame and 
scars at Fort Donelson. Opposed to 
tills noble army is a rebel force of fort}'-- 
five tbonsand, lying in wait behind their 
works, eighteen miles distant. Cor- 
inth is a position naturally strong, and 
formidable defences have been erected 
there. Rifle-pits, redoubts, abattis, and 
other means of strength, from behind 
which to hurl destruction upon an as- 
sailing force, have been constructed. 

The very best military talent, embracing 
Beauregard, Bragg, and others, is con- 
centrated there, and at Corinth will be 
fought the great, decisive battle of the 
Western campaign. Forty heavy guns 
and a great number of field-pieces are 
possessed by the enemy, and immense 
stores of provisions are gathered in. 

The flower of the South are congregated 
there to offer battle, and they cannot 
retreat except by sacrificing everything. 

“ The road between the Union camps 
and Corinth is along an excellent turn- 
pike, and the distance can be easily 
traversed in a day. General Grant has 
his headquarters at Savannah, while the 
bulk of the army lies at Pittsburg. 

Parade grounds and spots for comfort- 
able quarters are being cleared, and 
everything gives token of a week’s longer daily 
stay there. During that time General that these 
Buell is expected to reach a 

which he can carry out successfully the | neighboring 
part assigned him. 

“ Wliile at Savannah, word reached 
there that General Lewis Wallace, with tJiemseives from their late triumphs, or 
fifteen thousand men, having taken a contempt for an enemy who had been 
circuitous coui^^e, had penetrated to ) so frequently beaten, General Grant’s 



army became unusually neglectful of the 
ordinary precautions against surprise. 

“ It will sound strangely,” says a cor- 
respondeiit'" from Cairo, “to the mili- 
tary ear to learn that no thoroughly or- 
ganized system of pickets was posted 
beyond the camp lines when in the very 
hice of the enemy. Equally strange is 
the admission that no regular recoiinois- 
sance was made for some days previous 
to the battle. Yet there is grave reason 
to believe that such are the facts. 

“ The words of an intelligent eye- 
witness are : ‘ We had no outer line of 
pickets. It had not been the practice 
during our stay in camp. The ordinary 
picket around the tents was not always 
very perfect. There were two or three 
recomioissances in as many weeks, but 
none of which I could hear a day or 
two previous to the battle.’ It further- 
more appears, as l am well assured, that 
the loosest {system of guard had been 
adopted. One man, it is confidently 
asserted, went in and out of the pines 
every day, going with a bag of grist to 
the mill in the morning and as regularly 
returned at night ! Another gentleman 
informs me that a rebel scouting party 
ventured up within full view of the 
parade ground while a brigade was 
being reviewed, and that no notice was 
taken of it.” 

The enemy were thus enabled to 
march out in full force fi'om their in- 
trenchments at Corinth and attack Gen- 
eral Grant’s army at Pittsburg bc- 
fore tlicir approach was suspected. 
“The first intimation we had of the 
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rebels’ attack,” states one witness, “ was 
by a very heavy salute of grape and 
canister in our camps.” Another de- 
clares : “ The surprise appears to have 
been complete . A gentleman who was at 
the point of attack describes it as being 
as sudden and thorough as the rush of a 
summer tornado. General Prentiss’ 
division was the point at which the two 
armies first touched. Our men were 
just rising and at breakfiist. It was an 
hour after sunrise. The rebels had been 
toiling along the painful march since the 
preceding morning. No warning ap- 
pears to have been given except by an 
advance of rebel cavalry some hours 
before. Thinking it might be a party 
of rebel scouting cavalry, Major Powell 
took two companies of infantry out with 
him with the intention, probably, of 
waiting in ambush for them. In less 
than ten minutes the enemy’s column 
was into their camp. The bullets whis- 
tled through the tents, the dishes crashed 
about their ears,: and the horses began 
a regular stampede. On they came, 
driving our disordered men like sheep 
before them from the outside. The long 
roll was called. Half of the men got 
into line after a fashion, without car- 
tridge or cartridge-boxes, officers with- 
out sabres or horses. A line was formed, 
to be soon broken. The Peabody brig- 
ade and some others were soon engaged 
in a rapid retreat. Grossing a clear 
space — the parade groinid — the enemy 
poured in a murderous fire, which in- 
creased their speed and also that of tlieir 
pursuers. The scene when they entered 
our camp is past all powers of de scrip- 







scious that General Buell was advanc- 
ing with a large force to reinforce 
Grant, Johnston strove to defeat the 
latter before the former could arrive. 
His advance was so skilfully conducted 
that, as has been stated, he was enabled 
to throw his whole force upon the 
Unionists before they were aware of 
his approach. 

The topography of tlie country, and 
the position of the ITiiion forces at the 
inoinent of tlic attack, are thus descri])- 
ed by an observer'*' of the conlliiit : 

"Pittsburg Landing is simply a nar- 
row ravine, down wliich a road passes 
to the river bank, between high blulls 
on either side. There is no town at all. 
Two log huts comprise all the improve- 
ments visible. Back from the river is 
a rolling country, cut up with numerous 
ravines, partially under cultivation, but 
perhaps the greater part thickly wooded 
with some underbrush. The soil is clayey, 
and the roads on Sunday morning were 
good. Prom the landing a road loads 
direct to Corinth, twenty miles distant. 
A mile or two out this road forks ; one 
branch is the lower Corinth road, the 
other the ridge Corinth road. A short 
distance out, another road takes oil' to 
the left, crosses Lick Creek, and leads 
back to the river at Hamburg,' some 
miles farther up. On the right, two 
separate roads lead off to Purdy, and 

•wortky of your valor aud courage, -worUiy of ike woiucti 
of tke Soutk, wkosc noble devotion in tkfe war kas never 
keen exceeded in any time. Willr Hudi inceutives to 
brave decide, aud with ike trust that O-ocl is with us, your 
General will Icfwl you confidently to the cotukat, assured 
of success. (Signed) 

A, S. JouNsxoN, General Commanding. 

® Cincinnati Gitzdte, 


tion. Men half dressed, sick, and wound- 
ed, were bayoneted. Here and there 
one would make for the hospital tents, 
and was as soon driven into the woods. 
Some, indeed, in the hospitals were shot. 
The artillery opened in a few minutes, 
firing indiscriminately through the camps, 
setting fire to them. The rebels, pour- 
ing along every track through the woods 
at double quick pace, hooted and howled 
as they ran like so many fiends fresh from 
hell, with the smoke, the sulphur, and the 
imprecations still clinging to them.” 

The enemy had come in great force, 
estimated at a, bout sixty thousand men. 
General Johnston was the coinmander- 
in-chief. General Beauregard was second 
ill command of the whole army, and 
Generals Polk, Bragg, and Hardee each 
commanded one of the three Wamue 
into which the army was divided, while 
General Crittenden commanded the re- 
serve. General Johnston having 
warmly appealed to the gallantry of 
his troops, led them out from their in- 
trenchmoiits at Corinth and marched to 
attack the Union army, twenty miles 
distant, at Pittsburg Landing.'*' Cou- 


QENF.IIAI, JOUNSTON'S ADBIIKSS 'XO UI3 SOLBIEllS. 

IIeabquaiiters Aemy of Mississippi, CoiiiUTn, Miss. 

April {J, 1862, 

So],ninus of 'xhb Army of the Mississippi : 

I kuve xmt you in motion to offer battle to the Invaders 
of your country, with the resolution aud discipline and 
valor becoming men fighting, as you are, for all worth 
living or dying for. You can but march to a decisive vic- 
tory over agrarian, mercenaries, sent to subjugate and de- 
spoil you of libertie,s, jiroperty, and lionor. 

Remember the precious stake involved ; remember tlie 
dependence of your mothom, your wives, your sistem, utid 
your cMldreu on the result ; remember the fair, broad, 
abounding lands, the happy homes that will bo de.solated 
by your defeat. The eyes and hoxics of 8,000,000 people 
rest upon you. You axe expected to show yourselves 
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another, a new one, across Snake Creek 
to Crump’s Landing on the river below. 

“Besides these,” the writer adds, 
“ tbe whole countiy inside our lines is 
cut up with roads leading to our dif- 
ferent camps ; and beyond the lines 
is the most inextricable maze of cross 
roads, intersecting everything and lead- 
ing everywhere, in which it was ever 
my ill fortune to become entangled. 

“ On and between these roads, at dis- 
tances of from two to four or five miles 
from Pittsburg Landing, lay five divi- 
sions of Major-General Grant’s army 
that Sunday morning. The advance 
line was formed by three divisions — 
Brigadier-General Sherman’s, Brigadier- 
General Prentiss’, and Major-General 
McClernand’s. Between these and the 
landing lay the two others — Brigadier- 
General Hurlburt’s and Major-General 
Smith’s, commanded, in the absence 
(from sickness) of that admirable officer, 
by Brigadier-General W. H. L. Wallace. 

“ Our advance line, beginning at the 
extreme left, was thus formed : On the 
Hamburg road, just this side the cross- 
ing of Lick Creek, and under bluffs on 
the opposite bank that commanded the 
position, lay Colonel D. Stuart’s brigade 
of General Sherman’s division. Some 
three or four miles distant from this 
brigade, on the lower Corinth road, and 
between that and the one to Purdy, lay 
the remaining brigades of Sherman’s 
division, McDowell’s forming the ex- 
treme right of our whole advance line, 
Hildebrand’s coming next to it. and 
Buckland’s next. Next to Buckland’s 
brigade, though rather behind a portion 


of Sherman’s, lay Major-General Mc- 
Clernand’s division, and between it and 
Stuart’s brigade, already mentioned as 
forming our extreme left, lay Brigadier- 
General Prentiss’ division, completing 
the line. 

“Back of this line, within a mile of 
the landing, lay Hurlburt’s division, 
stretching across the Corinth road, and 
W. H. L. Wallace’s to his right. Such 
was the position of our troops at Pitts- 
burg Landing at daybreak on Sunday 
morning. Major-General Lewis Wal- 
lace’s division lay at . Crump’s Landing, 
some miles below, and was not ordered 
np till about half-past seven o’clock that 
day.” 

The arrangement of the line of the 
Union army, it thus appears, was sin- 
gularly defective and favorable to an 
attack from an enterprising enemy. 
Nearly four miles intervened between 
different parts of Sherman’s division, 
and McClernand’s was so disposed: as 
to leave a gap between it and General 
Prentiss’ division. The extreme left of 
the line was commanded by unguarded 
heights which were easily apjjroached 
from Corinth. 

The plan of Johnston was first to 
strike and pierce the centre, and then 
to fall upon the right and left fragments 
of the second line. Tlie actual attack, 
however, for some reason or other, was 
directed more to tlic left of the centre 
than was originally intended.’^’ 


^ The troops thus attacked at Uie first onset were as 
follows ; The left of Sherman’s brigades, that of Colonel 
Buoldaiid, was composed of the Seventy-second Ohio, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Canfield, commanding ; norty-eighth 
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Tlie attack began with driving in the enabled somewhat to check the impetii- 
picket guards of the advanced portion oiis advance of the enemy, and to retire 
of G-eneral Sherman’s division, Buck- before them in better order, 
land’s brigade, at break of day on Sun- Q-eneral Prentiss’ division on the ex- 
Apr. ^ay. The enemy followed the fugi- treme left, also taken by surprise like 
tives precipitately into the camp, Sherman’s, stood their ground with more 
which they found entirely unprepared firmness, though with no better result, 
to meet the assault. Many of the Union The troops were formed into line and 
officers and men were yet in their beds ; obstinately held their position until coin- 
some were dressing, some making their pletoly surrounded by the ovorwlndui- 
toilcttes, some cooking, some eating ing numbers oi‘ the enemy. (Toncrnl 
their breakfasts, and all unconscious of Prentiss and three regimciils, the Twen- 
tlieir dang'or until the picket guards ty-third Aiissouri and the Thveltth ami 
came rushing in with wild cries, pursued Twentieth Iowa, were obliged tt) threw 
by the enemy, who were pressing for- down their arms and surrender. They 
ward in solid columns and firing volley were marched at once to the rear as 
after volley of musketry and artillery, prisoners. The rest of the division ol 
Many of our soldiers, thus taken uu- Prentiss fled in confusion, 
awares in their camps, were either bay- M cOlernand, who had sent forward to 
oneted, shot down in their tents, or the support of Sherman his left and 
captured, while the rest fled precipi- centre brigades, was enabled to keep 
lately. General Sherman, with a gal- the enemy for some time at bay. Those, 
lant disregard of danger, rode into however, belonging to Sherman’s divi- 
the mdie, greatly exposing his life, and sion, after struggling awhile against the 
succeeded in checking the disordered impetuous onset, grew irresolute, and 
■flight of his troops and forming them finally retreated in such disorder that 
into line. General McClernand at the they could not be rallied, 
same time threw forward the left of his The enemy now directed their full 
division to support the fugitives of Buck- force upon McOlernaud’s division, whitffi 
land’s division. Our troops were thus had taken the place of the routed 
ti'oops of Sherman. AlcCleruaiid held 

Ohio, Colonel Sullivan. ; Seventieth Ohio, Colonel Cock- — — ^ ^ — — ' — ^ — - — ^ 

ei'cll, and Fifty 'thii'd Ohio, Colonel Appier. ^ Grcneral McGleiiiand’s division was, composed as I'ol- 

To the right of this was Colonel Hildebrand’s brigatie, lows: First brigade, Colonel Hare cominandiug, Eighth 
Sevcuty-soveiith Ohio, Lieiitonant-Colonol commanding ; ‘'■I'd Eighteenth Illinois, Eleventh and Thirteenth Iowa ; 

Fifty-ninth Ohio, Colonel Pfyfle, and the Fifty-third Tlli- Second Inigadc, Colonel C. C. Marsh ci^mniaiuiing, Elov- 
nois. And on the extreme right, Colonel McDoweirs oath, Twentieth, Forty-cigiiili, and Forty-Jiftli Illinois, 
brigade, Sixth Iowa tColonel McHoweil, Lieixtenaut-Col- Colonels Ransom, Marsh, Haynie, and Sniilli (the latter 
onel commanding); Fortieth Illuiois, Colonel Hicks; is the “ Lead Mine Regiment”) ; Third brigade, Colonel 
Forty-sixth Ohio, Colonel Thomas Worthington. Raitt commanding, Beveuteouth, Twenty-ninth, and Forty- 

General Prentiss’ division was composed of the Twelfth ninth Illinois, Lhiutcnant-Colonuls Wood, FaiTcll, and 
Michigan, Sixteenth Wisconsin, Eiglitcenth Wisconsin, Pease, and Forty-tlnrd Illinois, Colonel Marsh. Besides 
Einliii'ciith Twi'iny-tliir-l i\li^'-inii'i. j'w( ni.y-iiUii ^hi.- IjO' ^Uow oi u'lKi'tl irnoji-!. tiny h.irl 

l\Ii>:sunii. ami Sixiy-hrot Illiunii-. ; .\]i A!li-.U'r’s. .nul V.'aUThuusc's battorie.:. 





BE, AVERY AT SHILOH. 


Wallace’s division included the Second and Seventh 
Iowa, Ninth and Twenty-elffhtli Illinois, and several of 
the other regiments composing Major-General Smith’s old 
division. Wallace had also three excellent hattcrios— 
Stone’s, llichardson’.s, and Weber’.s (all from Missouri) — 
formerly an artillery hattalion, under the general man- 
agement of Major Cavender. 
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being permitted to pound away. But transports enougli to cross a single divi- 
tiieir supports were gone on either side ; sion till the enemy would be upon us,” 
to have renuiiued in isolated advance At this moment of despair, the Union 
would have been madness. Just as the gun-boats Tyler and Lexington, which 
necessity for retreating was becoming had been moving restlessly about on 
apparent, Greneral allace, whose cool, the river the whole day seeking an op- 
collected bravery had commanded the portunity for service, found it, and came 
admiration of all, was, as it was thought, to the rescue. The enemy were still 
mortally wounded, and was borne away pushing vigorously on the left, with 
from the field. At last the division fell the view of turning it and getting 
back. Its soldiers claim — -justly, I be- possession of the landing and trans- 
lieve — the proud distinction of being the ports, and, in fact, capturing or driving 
last to yield in the gtmeral break of our into the river the whole of Urant’s 
lines that gloomy Sunday afternoon, army. They were, however, suddenly 
which, at Inilf-past four oklock, had left checked by the gun-boats, which, enter- 
most of our army within half a mile of ing a creek, found a clear range through 
the landing, with the rebels up to a a ravine for their guns to bear directly 
thousand yards of their position.” upon the enemy, whose advance now 

The enemy had thus far been vie- suddenly ceased. Their fire slackened, 
torious, having driven the whole army and as night came on, they gave up 

of Grrant h’om its position, and taken any further attempt on that day, but 

eveiy camp but that of the division of prepared to renew the struggle on the 
W. H. L. Wallace. The direful result coining morning.* 

was thus summed up by one who was "Tb 7 n A • V- m ■ r \ « T T 

General Grant, m ms offloial report, thus acknowl- 
present ; edges the services of the gun-boats : 

“ We have reached the last act in the enemy having forced the entire line to Ml hack 

, , . n 1 nearly half way from their camps to the landing, at a late 

tragedy of bunday, he inourniully de- hour in the afternoon a desperate effort was made by the 
dares. “It is half-past four o’clock, enemy to turn our left and; got possession of the landing, 
„ , T ■, , , , transports, etc. This point was guarded hy the gun-boate 

Our front line of divisions has been lost (..ptain, Swin and SMrU emmand- 

since half-past ten. Our reserve line is toff* ^vith four twentyJour-poimder Parrot guns, and a 

now gone, too. The rebels occupy the of 

W' ' “ As there IS a deep and impassable ravine for artillery 

camps of every division save that of W. or cavalry, and very difficult for iutantry, at this point, no 
H. L. "W^allace. Our W^hole army is tooops were stationed here, except the necessary artillei-ists 

, , , ,, . and a small infantry force for their support. Just at this 

crowded, in the region of Avallaces moment the advance of Maior-General Buell’s column 
camps and to a circuit of half to two ^nd a part of the division of General Nelson arrived. The 
. V I jy >1 1 jt 1 T Wo generals named both being present, an advance was 

thirds of a mile around the landing, ta„edi.teiy m.de vp<m tuo potat ot atb.ok and tho 

We have been falling back all day. We enemy was soon driven back. 

can do it no more. The next reptilse 

- ^ gtm-boats Tyler and Lexington and tlieir ablo com- 

puts us into the river, and there are not manders, Captains Owin and Slmk.” ■ 








CHAPTER XT. 


Arrival of General Buell at Pittsl)urg Landing.— Buell assumes the Command.— Second clay of Battle of Shiloh.— 
I-tetreat of the Enemy.— Pursuit hy Sherman.— Its inefficiency.— Disapxjointment of Beauregard.— Perversion of 
Words.— Losses.— Death of Johnston— Gallantry on hoth sides.— Captures hy the Enemy.— Official Reports.— The 
Enemy again at Corinth.— Strengthening Fortifications and awaiting Reiuforcements.—The Enemy’s Goiiscription 
Law.— Halleck at Pittslnirg Landing.— Junction of General Pope.— Reorganization.— Advance of Halleck.— Rec- 
ounoissances and Skirmishes. — Movements of General Mitchell.— Capture of Huntsville, Elorence, Decatur, Tus- 
cuinbia, etc.— Possession of Memphis and Charleston Railroad,— Hazardous position of Enemy at Corinth. 


® This seems to he the proper name for the field where, 
the struggle occurred. 

f EBrOBT OF GENEBAU BUELIi. 

“ Headquaiitebs Abmy OE TUB Ohio J 
EiEiffi OF Shiioh, 15, 1862. f 
“ OAm'AiN N. H. McLain, Assistant Adjutant-General, De- 
partment of the ^Mississippi : 

“ Sin— The rear divisions of the army under my com- 
mand, which had been delayed a considerable time iu re,- 
huilding the Duck River Bridge, left Columbia on the 2d 
inst. I left the evening of that day, and arrived at Savan- 
nah on the evening of the uth. General Nelson, with his 
division, which formed the advance, arrived the same day. 
The other divisions marched with intervals of about six 
miles. On the morning of the Gth, firing of musketry 
and cannon was heard in the direction of this iilace. Ap- 
prehending that a serious engagement liad commenced, I 
went to General Grant’s headquarters to get iuformation 
as to the means of reaching the battle-field with the divi- 
sion that had arrived. At the same time, orders were 
dispatched to the divisions in rear to leave their trains 
and push forward by forced marches, I learned that Gen- 


eral Grant had just started, leaving orders; for General 
Nelson to march to the river, .opposite Pittsburg Landing, 
to be ferried, acro.ss. An examination of the roads up the 
river discovered it to be impracticable for artillery, and 
General Nelson was directed to leave his to he carried fox- , 
ward hy steamers. 

The imprcs.sion existed at Savannah that tiie firing 
Avas merely an affair of outposts, the same thing having 
occurred for two or three previous days ; hut as it contin- 
ued, I (letenninotl to go to tiu! scene of action, imd ac- 
cordingly stai-ted with luy cliief of staff, CJolunel Fry, on a 
steamer which I ordered to get under steam. As ive pro- 
ceeded np the river, groups of soldiers were seen on the 
west hank, and it soon became evident that Hiey were 
stragglers from the engaged army. The groups increased 
in size and frequency until, as wc approaclied the land- 
ing, they numbered whole companies and almost regi- 
ments ; and at the landing the banks sivarmcd ivith a 
confused mass of men of various regiments. There could 
not have been less than 4,000 or 5,000. Late in the day 
it became much greater. Finding General Gniut at the 
landing, I requoslod him to scud steamers to Savannah to 


While the enemy were kept at bay 
by the ffuii-boats on Sunday even- 
ing, and checked in their almost 
sLiccessful attempt to capture or destroy 
the whole force of G-eneral Grant, Gen- 
eral Buell arrived with his army and 
cheered the Unionists with a hope of 
redeeniing oil the morrow what had 
been lost on the fatal battle-field of 
Shiloh.*** Reinforcements had begim to 
arrive even before the close of the first 
day’s struggle. G-eneral Bneirsf ad- 


vance and a part of Xelson’s division 
had, in fact, reached the ground in time to 
give some support to our retreating troops 
and prevent their utter discomfiture. 
During the whole night Buell’s forces 
continiied to come in. The divisions of 
General Thomas and G*eneral Xelson, 
which had reached Savannah during the 
day before, were liurried on board the 
transports and disembarked at Pitts- 
burg Landing before morning. G-eneral 
Lewis Wallace, who was in command of 
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a reserve at Camp Landing, only six up; to Pittsburg at eleven o’clock on 
miles below, though ordered to move Sunday, did not, in cousecpience of tak- 


bring np General Crittenden’s division wlucli had arrived into three or four prin 
during the mowiing, and then went ashore with him. table-land from the sou 
The throng of disorganized and demoi’alized troops in- apart. Generally the fa 
creased coutiuually by fresh fugitives from the battle, woods, through which tj 
which steadily drew nearer the landing, and with these cidty, though occasion! 
were intermingled great numbers of team.s, all striving to Small forms and cultiva 
get as near as possible to the river. With few exceptions, occur here and there, hr 
all efforts to form the troops and move them forward to is a forest. My entire 
the fight utterly failed. In the mean time, the encmj’’ of the character of the 
had made such i)rogre.ss against our troops that his artil- impossible to iuitidpate 
lery and imrsketry began to play into the vital spot of the enemy, and the wooils vv 
position, and some persons were killed on the bank and preparatory movements : 
at the voiy landing. General Nelson arrived with Col- “Soon after live o’oli 
oriel Ammon’s brigade at this opportnue moment. It General Nelson’s and G( 
was immediately posted to meet the attack at that point, only ones yet arrived o 
and rvitk a batteiy of artillery, wliiolr happened to be on forward to meet the cn 
the ground and was lirought into action, opened fire on ing in line of battle, so 
the enemy and repulsed him, The action of the gun- them in, and at about si: 
Iioats also contributed very much to that result. The artillery. The division 
attack at that point was not renewed. Night having hall’s battery brought in 
come on, the firing ceased on both sides. In the moan den’s division was heinf: 
time the remainder of General Nelson’s division crossed, of Nelson’s. Bartlett’s 
and General Crittenden’s arrived from Savannah by steam- of Crittenden’s division 
ens. After examining the ground, as well as was possible site to which the enemy’ 
at night, in front of the line on which General Grant’s this time McCook’s divi 
troops had foi'ined, and as far to the right fis General was imme<liiitely formei 
Shevraan’s division, I directed Nelson’s and Crittcndeir’s Skirmishers were thrown 
divisions to form in front of that line, and move forward of them to guftrd onr lef 
as soon as it was light in the morning. Daring the night protected by rough groi; 
and early tlio following morning, Captain Bartlett’s Ohio might attempt to turn, !i 
battery and Captjuns Mendenhall and Terroll’s regular with great loss. Each b: 
batteries arrived. General McCook, by a forced march, and in addition Boyle’s 

arrived at Saviuniah during the night of the Gth, and though it formed at first 

readied tlio field of battle early in the morning of the hack when the line a<lvai 

7th. I knew that the other divisions could not arrive in reipuro. I found upon tl 
time for the action that day. meats — perluips 1,000 ii 

“ The patch of country on which the bjittles of tho Gth fragment came up of Gen 

and 7th were fought is called Shiloh from the little church rected to act with Genera' 

of that name, which stands in its midst, it consists of an one was similarly empb 

undulating fcible-Iand, elevated some 80 or 100 feet above straggling troops of Qenf 
tlio road bottom. Along the Tennessee River, to the east. General McCook’s right, 
it breaks into abrupt ravines, and toward tho south runs mencecl there. I had no 
along Lick Creek, whic-h empties into Tetmossoe River, tion of the remainder ol 
some three miles above Pittsburg Landing, into a I'ange my province to speak of i 
of hills of some height, whoso slopes are gradual toward to name those that came 
the battle-field, and somewhat abrupt toward Lick Creek, had stated, for they rend 
Owl Creek, rising near the source of Lick Creek, flows to during the day. 
the northeast around the hattle-fiold into Snake Creek, “ Tdie force under my c 
which empties into Tennessee River some miles below a mile and a half, In f 
Lick Creek. TIio drahiiige is mainly from Lick Crock open field, partially sere 
Ridge and the table-land into Owl Crock. Coming from woods, which extended f 
Coiii'lh, the )iriucipal road c.-osscs Lick Creek at two thick undergrowth in fro 
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ing a circuitous route, reach it until 
the first struggle was over. He, how- 


ever, came in time to share in the second 
day’s fight. 


right and McCook’s left, and in front of McCook’s right 
woods again with a dense undergrowth. The ground, 
mainly level in front of Nelson’s, formed a hollow in front 
of Crittenden’s, and fell into a small creek wdiich empties 
into Owl Creek, in front of McCook’s. What I afterward 
learned was the Hamhurg road, which crosses Lick Creek 
a mile from its mouth, passed perpendicularly through 
the line of battle near Nelson’s left. On a line slightly 
oblique to us and beyond the open field, the enemy was 
formed, with a battery in front of Nelson’s left ; a battery 
commanding the woods in front of Crittenden's left, and 
flanking the field in front of Nelson ; a battery command- 
ing the same woods and the field in front of Crittenden’s 
right find McCook’s left, and a hatteiy in front of McCook’s 
right. A short distance in rear of the enemy’s left, on 
high, open ground, were the encampments of McCler- 
nand’s and Sherman’s divisions, which the enemy held. 

“ While my troops were getting into position on the 
right, the artillery fire was kept up between Mendenhall’s 
battery and the enemy’s second battery with some effect. 
Bartlett’s battery, put in position before the enemy’s third 
battery, opened fire on that part of the line, and when, 
very soon after, our line advanced with strong bodies of 
skirmishers in front, the action became general, and con- 
tinued with severity during the greater part of the day, 
and until the enemy was driven, from the field. 

“ The obliquity of our line upon the left being thrown 
forward, brought Nelson's division first into action, and it 
became very hotly engaged at an early hour. A charge 
of the nineteenth brigade from Nelson’s right, by its com- 
mander, Colonel Hazen, reached the enemy’s second bat- 
tery, but the brigade sustained a heavy loss by a cross fire 
of the enemy’s batteries, and was unable to maintain its 
advantage against the heavy infantry force that came for- 
ward to oppose it. The enemy recovered the battery, and 
fifliowod up his advantage by throwing a heavy force of 
infantry into the woods in front of Crittenden’s left. The 
left brigade of that division, Colonel W. S. Smith com- 
manding, advanced into tlie woods, repulsed the enemy 
handsomely, and took several prisoners. In the mean 
time. Captain Terrell’s battery, which had just lauded, 
reached the fiehl, and was advanced into action near the 
left of Nelson’s division, wMch was very heavily pressed 
by the great numbers of the enemy. It belonged prop- 
erly to McCook’s division. It took position near the 
Hamburg road, in the open ground in front of the enemy’s 
right, and at once began to act with decided effect upon 
the tide of battle in that quarter. The enemy’s right bat- 
tery was silenced. 

“Ammon’s brigade, which was on the left, advanced in 
rood order upon the enemy’s rights hut was checked for 
Sieve t'luij by hh cudvavor io lutii our left flank, and by 
Jiis si lung eeiiL'C attack in front. Capfcun Terrell, who in 
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the mean time had taken an advanced position, was com- 
pelled to retire, leaving one caisson, of which every horse 
was killed or disabled. It was very soon recovered. Hav- 
ing been reinforced by a I’egiment from General Boyle’s 
brigade, Nelson’s division again moved forward and forced 
the enemy to abandon entirely his position. This success 
flanked the enemy at his second and third batteries, from 
which he was soon driven, with the loss of several pieces 
of artillery by the concentrated fire of Terrell’s and Men- 
denhall’s batteries, and an attack from Crittenden’s divi- 
sion in front. The enemy made a second stand some 800 
yards in rear of this position, and opened fire with his ar- 
tillery. Mendenhall’s battery was thrown forward, si- 
lenced the battery, and it was captured by Crittenden’s 
division, the enemy retreating from it. In the mean time 
the division of General McCook on the right, wliich be- 
came engaged somewhat later in the morning than the 
divisions on the left, had made steady progress until it 
drove the enemy’s left from the hotly contested field. TJie 
action was commenced in tliis division by General Bous- 
seau’s brigade, which drove the enemy in front of it from 
Ms first position, and captured a battery. The line of at- 
tack of this division caused a considerable widening of the 
space between it and Crittenden’s right. It was also out- 
flanked on its right by the line of the enemy, who made 
repeated strong attacks on its flanks, hut was always gal- 
lantly repulsed. The enemy made his last decided stand 
in front of this division, in the woods beyond. Sherman’s 
.camp. 

“ Two brigades of General Wood’s division firrived just 
at the close of the battle, hut only piie, that of Colonel 
Wagner, in time to participate actively in the ptxrsnit, 
which it continued for about a mile, and until halted by 
my order. Its skirmishers became engaged for a few .min- 
utes with skirmishers covering the enemy's rear guard, 
w'hich made a momentary stand. It was also fired upon 
by the enemy’s artillery on its right flank, hut witliout 
effect. It was well conducted by its commanders', and 
showed great steadiness. 

“The pursuit was continued no fiirther that day. I 
was without cavalry, and the different corps had become 
a good deal scattered in a pursuit in a. country which se- 
creted the enemy’s movements, and of the roads of which 
I knew practically nothing. In the beginning of the pur- 
suit, thinking that the enemy had retired principally by 
the Hamburg road, I had ordered Nelson’s division to 
follow as far as Lick Greek on that road, from winch I 
afterward learned the direct Corinth road was separated 
by a difficult ravine which empties into Lick Creek. I 
therefore occupied myself with examining the ground, 
getting the different divisions into position, which was not 
effected until some time after dark. 

“The following day, in pursuance of the directions of 
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“During the night,” says G-encral Felsoii, and between them were placed, 
Q-rant in his brief official report, “all beginning at the left, Brigadier-Q-enerala 
was quiet, and feeling that great moral Thomas, Crittenden, A. McD, McCook, 
adYantage would be gained by becoin- Hurlburt, Mc01ernand, and Sherman, 
ing the attacking party, an advance was all at the head of their respective corn- 
ordered as soon as day dawned.” mand»s,* while in those of the three 

Greneral Buell now assumed the com- << fjQie members of my staff, Colonel James B. Fry, 
mand and thus formed his line of battle, chief of staff, Captain James M. Wnght, A. A. G. ; Lien- 

J 1 IT • tenants 0. L.E’itzlmgh, Fourth Artillery ; A. ih Eockwell, 

On tbe rigbt was posted Oeneral Dewis York Chasseurs; T. J. Bush, Twenty-fourth Ken- 

Wallace ; on the left Brigadier-G-eneral tucky ; Aides-de-Camp Captain J. H. Gilman, Nineteenth 


of their comrades. General Thomas’ division had al- 
ready, under his command, made its name Ironorablo by 
one of the most memorable victories of the war— Mill 
Springs — on which tiro tide of success seemed to turn 
steadily in favor of the Union. Very respectfully, your 
obedient servant, D. 0, Binscn, Major-General, 

“ Commanding Army of the Ohio.” 

^ BBiGAnnaE-o-ENEBAx. nelson’s division. 

Mrsi Brigade — Colonel Ammon. Twcntv-fonrth Ohio, 
emnniAiiding ; 'ilii) ty-rixth Iiidiaiiii, OoIi.ik’I Cm.,-, ; S yth 
Obin_ riinih'nant-Coloij.’l .Vudervon, ; TvCuty im rih (diid, 
l/iesdenautrColiiur'l Fred C. Jon.-s. 
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SECOiSrD BATTLli 


was respoBfled to from guns tliey had 
planted within the cover of some scrah- 
oak woods, after falling hack durin o< 

the night from a commandmg hliiff to 

which they had previously advanced 
This “ artillery duel” continued until 
Q-eneral Wallace moved forward his 
inhintry across a narrow ravine, as if 
to storm the enemy's position, when 

enfiladed by the artilleiy and threatened 
in front, they limbered up their cannon 
and fell hack. The enemy's right liv- 
ing been forced back by the gun-boats 
was not I'eached so easily by our left 
under General Idelson. Felsoii moved 
bis division, liowever, about the same 
time that General Wallace opened fire 
forming in line of battle with Hazen’s 
brigade on his right, Prentiss’ in the 
centre, and Aimnon’s on the left. As he 
advanced, the enemy, making but little 
resistance, retired until they reached the 
cover of the woods, at about half-past 
ten o'clock, when they made a firm 
stand and turned upon their pursuers 
with fierce impetuosity. 

“ Our forces,” wrote a clironicler,* 
“flushed with their easy victory, ♦were 
scarcely prepared for the sudden onset 
where retreat had been all they liad 
been seeing before. Suddenly the rebel 
masses were hurled against our linos 
with tremendous force. Oar men halted, 
wavered, and fell back. At this critical 
juncture Captain T(}]Ty's regular bjtt~ 


toeky, coimnaiiditig ; Ifirst. Koiitucky, Colonel Eiiyart ; 
Second Kentucky, Colonel Sedgwick ; Twentieth Ken- 
tucky, Lieuttmaut-Coloiud, eouiuiauding 

Thml ,/j/'iV/rtd<!“-Co!i>utfl Hazeii, Foi’ty-lii-Ht Oluo, com- 
luauding ; Kuty tirnt Ohio, Sixth Kciitncky, and Ninth 
Indiuim. 

BlliaArai'JE-UKNURAL ’rOM CKiri'ENOEN’s DIVISION. 

Fird Jhigide--~Q&umxl Boylo ; Nineteenth Oliio, Colonel 
Beatty ; Fifty-nintii Ohio, Colonel Tfyffe; Thirteenth, Ken- 
tucky, Colonel llohsini ; Ninth Kentnoky, Colonel Orider. 

Seamd Colonel Win. S. Smith, Thirteenth 

Ohio, commantiing ; Tlurteenth Ohio, lieutemmt-Col- 
onel Hawkins ; Twonty-Bixth Kentucky, Lieutenaut-Ool- 
ohol Maxwell ; Eleventh Kentncky, Colonel P. F, Haw- 
kins; with Mendenluill’s regnlav and Bartlett’s Ohio 
batteries. 

' ■ ,:imroAaiEll-OEN,HK,Ali . 

First j5n;5r(Kfe---dJriga<lier-Geiieral Lovell H. Boussean ; 
First Ohio, tk:dohel Ed. A j Sixth Indinlia, Col- 

onel Crittenden ; Third Kentucky (Irfmisville Legion.) t 
l)attaHoiis Pifteentii, Sixteenth, and Nineteenth regulars. 

Nisw/mI . Johnston .Thirty- 
second Indiana, Colonel Willich; Tldrty-ninth Indiana, 
Colonel Harrisori; Forty~niath Gluo, Ooioiiel (Mbson. 

S'Mrd ..Kirk, Thirty-fourth , Illinois, 

roimnundiiig ; 'riurty-fotirlh Illinois, Lieutenunt-Golonol 
Badswortli ; 'rweidy-niuth Indiiuia, Ijituitenant-Coloiitd 
Drum; Thirtieth Indiana, (tnloiiel ?,as.s ; Seventy-seventh 
Peunsylvauiu, Colonel Staiuhaugli. 

MAJOK-aiiNKUAU l.JCWI.H WAU.AOK’h 1)1 VISION-" -lllOirr OP AKMY. 

/'W /hvV/adfi- Colonel Morgan L. Hinilli, eoimnauding; 
Eighth Missouri, Colonel Morgan L. Smith, Lieutonaut- 
Ciolond James Peekliain, cotuinandiiig ; Eleventh Indiana, 
Colonel George 1C MeCiuuis ; Twenty-fourth Indiana, 
Colonel Alvin. P. tlovey ; Tliui-her’s Missouri battery. 

Second ./h'lyede— Colonel Thayer {First NebraskaV ooin- 
inanding ; First Nehrask^ Lieutenaut-Ooluncd McCord, 
commanding ; Twonty-tiiird Indiana, Colonel Sanderson ; 
Fifty-eighth Ohio, Colonel Bausenweiu ; Sixty-eighth 
Ohio, Colonel Stciwhnan ; Tliompson's Indiana battery. | 

/■/..') J /jj-ff/.T'?! CriluinJ Chas Wliitt.I boy ^Tn-'otieLl! 


PeviaOy si-v th OIiio. Coloml rhajli's 1! 

I <1, i"ii T. I 
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greater strength and recovered tlieir 
battery, but our men rallying, wrested 
it once more from their possession. 
The enemy now fell back to a new posi- 
tion on the left, but were soon shelled 
out of it by MendenhalFs battery, and 
forced to retreat. Brigadier- General 
Thomas Wood now arrived with the ad- 
vance brigade of his division ; and al- 
though too late to take part in the fight, 
relieved Crittendeids wearied troops by 
taking their place in pursuit of the ene- 
my. Tlie victory was now won on our 
left. 

The rest of the centre, composed of the 
fresh division of McCook in front, and 
the troops of Ilurlburt, McCJlernand, and 
Sherman — which had borne the brunt 
of the previous day’s fight— -in the rear, 
moved forward firmly witli tlie general 
advance of the whole line. After a hard 
struggle with the enemy, they finally 
succeeded in forcing them to retire, and 
Sherman’s division moved in support of 
Gen. Lewis Wallace on the right, where 
the battle was being waged wdth the 
greatest vigor. Here the enemy, after 
having retired before Wallace’s artillery 
and the advance of his inlantry, ad- 
vanced again “ some two hundred yards, 
which brought them to a little eleva- 
tion, with a broad, open stretch to the 
front. As the division halted on the 
crest of the swell, there passed before 
them a rare vision. Away to the front 
were woods. Through the edge of the 
timber, skirting the fields, the head of a 
rebel column appeared, marching past 
in splendid style on the double quick. 
Banner after banner appeared ; the 


in shell from tweiity-four-ponnd how- 
itzers to the compact and advancing 
rebel ranks. 

“ Here was the turning-point of the 
battle on the left. The rebels were only 
checked, not hatted. On they came. 
Horse after horse from the batteries 
was picked off. Every private at one 
of tlie howitzers fell, and the gun was 
worked by Captain Terry himself and a 
corporal. The rebels seemed advancing. 
A regiment dashed up from our line and 
saved the disabled piece. Then for two 
hours artillery and musketry at close 
range. At last they began to waver. 
Our men pressed on, pouring in deadly 
volleys. Just then Buell, who assumed 
the general direction of the troops in the 
field, came up. At a glance he saw the 
chance, ‘ Forward at double quick by 
brigades !’ Our men leaped forward as 
if they had been tied, and were only too 
much rejoiced to be able to move. For 
a quarter of a mile the rebels fell back. 
Faster and faster they ran ; less and less 
resistance was made to the advance. At 
last the front camps on the left were 
reached, and by half-past two that point 
was cleared* The rebels had been 
steadily swept back over the ground 
they had won, with heavy loss as they 
fell into confusion.” 

The left of our centre also, as it ad- 
vanced under General Crittenden, found 
at first hut little resistance until it came 
upon a battery of the enemy in position, 
when Smith’s brigade dashed forward, 
and afler a severe struggle beat off their 
antagonists and captured their guns. 
The enei ly soon came up again in 
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‘ stars and bars’ formed a long line, 
stretching parallel with Wallace’s line 
of battle. Hegiment after regiment ap- 
peared ; the line lengthened, and dou- 
bled, and trebled ; the head of the col- 
umn was out of sight, and still they 
came. Twenty regiments were counted 
passing through the woods. The design 
was plain. The rebels had abandoned 
the idea of forcing their way through 
our left, and now the manifest attempt 
was to turn our right. 

“ Batteries were now ordered up — 
Thompson’s and Thurber’s — and the 
whble column was shelled as it passed. 
The rebels rapidly threw their artillery 
into position, and a brisk cannonading 
began. After a time, while the fight 
still rested with tlie artillery, the rebels 
opened a new and destructive battery to 
the right, which our men soon learned 
to know as ‘ Watson’s Louisiana Bat- 
tery,’ from the marks on the ammuni- 
tion boxes they forced it from time to 
time to leave behind. 

“Batteries, with a brigade of sup- 
porting infantry, were now moved for- 
ward over open fields, under heavy fi^re, 
to contend against this new assailant. 
The batteries opened, the sharpshooters 
were thrown out to the front to pick off 
the rebel artillerists, the brigade was 
ordered down on its face to protect it 
from the flying shell and grape. For an 
hour and a half the contest lasted, while 
the body of the division was still de- 
layed, waiting for Sherman. By ten 
o’clock Sherman’s right, under Colonel 
Marsh, came up. He started to move 
across the fields. The storm of mus- 


ketry and grape was too much for him, 
and he fell back in good order. Again 
he started on the double and gained the 
woods. The Louisiana battery was 
turned; Marsh’s position left it subject 
to fire in flank in front, and then fled. 
The other rebel batteries at once did 
the same, and Wallace’s division, up in 
an instant, now that a master move had 
swept the board, pushed forward. Be- 
fore them were broad fallow fields, then 
a woody little ravine, then cornfields, 
then woods. 

“ The left brigade was sent forward. 
It crossed the fallow fields, under ordi- 
nary fire, then gained the ravine, and 
was rushing across the conifields, when 
the same Louisiana steel rifled guns 
opened on them. Bashing forward, they 
reached a little ground swell, behind 
which they dropped like dead men, while 
skirmishers were sent forward to silence 
the troublesome battery. The skirmish- 
ers crawled forward till they gained a 
little knoll not more than seventy-five 
yards from the battery. Of course the 
battery opened on them. They replied, 
if not so noisily, more to the purpose. In 
a few minutes the battery was driven 
off with artillerists killed, horses shot 
down and badly crippled every way. 
But the affair cost us a brave man — 
Lieutenant-Colonel Garber — who could 
not control his enthusiasm at the con- 
duct of the skirmishers, and in his ex- 
citement incautiously exposed himself 
All this while rebel regiments wore 
pouring up to attack the audacious brig- 
ade that was supporting the skirmishers, 
and fresh regiments from Wallace’s di- 
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were within half a mile of us ; the re- 
treating columns were within striking 
distance. But we had regained our 
camps. And so ended the battle of 
Pittsburg.’^ 

The enemy had thus been driven on 
the second day from the ground they 
had won on the first. They had, how- 
ever, retired in good order and to hut a 
short distance from the battle-field. The 
Unionists soon gave up the pursuit. 
“My force,” wrote G-eneral G-rant, “ was 
too much fatigued from two days’ hard 
fighting, and exposure in the open air 
to a drenching rain during the inter- 
vening night, to pursue immediately.” 

On the third day, however, General 
Sherman with the cavalry and two 
brigades of his “fatigued troops” 
went out on ‘the Corinth road in seai’ch 
of the enemy. He found that “the main 
part of their army had retreated in good 
order,’”'* but overtook their rear guard 
of cavalry, which he finally succeeded in 
dispersing.f 

* Grant’s Eeport. 

t This is Guueral Sliennan's report in full : 

“ Hk.vdquaiitkrs Firai Division, .rlpWi! 8 , 18G2, 
“To Majoii-Gunural Giianx Commanding Army in tlio 

Field; 

“ Sib. — With the cavalry placed at my command, and two 
brigades of my fatigued troops, I wont this morning out 
on the Corinth road, The abandoned camps of the enemy 
lined the road, with hospital flags for their protection. 
At all of these we found more or less wounded and dead. 
At the forks of the road I found the head of General 
Wood’s division. At that point I ordered cavalry to 
examine both roads, and found the enemy's cavalry. 
Colonel Dickey, of the Illinois Cavalry, asked for rein- 
forcements. I ordered General Wood to advance the 
head of his column cautiously on the left-hand road, 
while I conducted the head of the third brigade of the 
fifth division up the right-hand road. About half a mile 
from the forks was a clear field, through which the road 
passed, and immediately beyond it a space of two hun- 
dred yards of fallen timber, and beyond that an extensivo 


vision came up in time to checkmate 
game. 

“ But the battery was silenced. ‘ For- 
ward!’ was the division order. Bush- 
ing across the cornfields under heavy 
fire, they now met the rebels face to 
face in the woods. The contest was 
quick, decisive. Close, sharp, continu- 
ous musketry for a few minutes, and the 
rebels fell hack. 

“ Here, unfortunately, Sherman’s right 
gave way. Wallace’s flank was exposed. 
He instantly formed Colonel Wood’s 
(Seventy-sixth Ohio) in a new line of 
battle, ill right angles with the real one, 
and with oi'ders to protect the flank. 
The Eleventh Indiana was likewise here 
engaged in a sharp engagement with the 
enemy attempting to flank, and for a 
time the contest waxed fierce. But 
Sherman soon filled the place of his 
broken regiments; again Wallace’s di- 
vision poured forward, and again the 
enemy gave way. 

“ By two o’clock the division was into 
the woods again, and for three-quarters 
of a mile it advanced under a continu- 
ous storm of shot. Then another contest 
or two with^batteries, always met with 
skirmishers and sharp-shooting ; then, 
by four o’clock — two hours later than 
on the right — a general rebel retreat ; 
then pursuit, recall, and encampment on 
the old grounds of Sherman’s division, 
in the very tents from which those regi- 
ments were driven that hapless Sunday 
morning. 

> ‘ ‘ The camps were regained ; the rebels 

■were rcpnlsed ; their attack had failed ; 
we stood where we began ; rebel cavalry 


PERVERSION OP WORDS. 


Greiieral Beauregard, though he had 
not effected his object, justly claimed 
the advantage in the first day’s conflict, 

camp of the enemy’s cavalry could he seen. After a rec- 
onnoissance, I ordered the two advance companies of the 
Ohio Seventy-seventh, Colonel Hildebrand, to deploy as 
skhmishers, and the regiment itself to move forward into 
line within intervals of one hundred yards. In this order 
I advanced cautiously until the skirmishers were engaged. 
Taking it for granted that this disposition would clear the 
camp, I held Colonel Dickey’s Fortieth Illinois Cavalry 
ready to chai'ge. The enemy’s cavalry came down boldly 
to the charge, breaking through the line of sldrmishers, 
when the regiment of infantry, without cause, broke, 
threw away their guns, and fled. The ground was admir- 
ably adapted to a defence, of infantry against cavalry, it 
being miry and covered with fallen timber. As the regi- 
ment of infantry broke. Colonel Dickey’s cavalry began to 
charge with their carbines, and fell into disorder. I in- 
stantly sent orders to the rear for the brigade to form in 
line of battle, which was promptly executed. The broken 
infantry and cavalry rallied on this line, and as the 
enemy’s cavalry came up to it, our cavalry in turn 
charged and drove them from the field. I then advanced 
the entire brigade upon the same ground, and sent Col- 
onel Dickey’s cavalry a mile farther on the road. On 
examining the ground -which had been occupied by the 
Seventy-seventh Ohio, we found fifteen dead and about 
twenty-five wounded. I sent for wagons, and had all the 
wounded carried back to the camp, and the dead buried. 
I also ordered the -whole camp to he destroyed. Here we 
found much ammunition for field pieces, vvhich -was de- 
stroyed ; also two caissons, and a general hospital, with 
about two hundred and eighty Confederates wounded and 
about fifty of our own troops. Not having the means of 
bringing them off, Colonel Dickey, by my order, took a 
surrender, signed by the medical director, Lyle, and all 
the attending surgeons, and a pledge to report themselves 
to you as prisoners of war, and also another pledge that 
our wounded would be carefully attended to, and sur- 
rendered to us to-morrow, as soon as amhuhmees could go 
out, 

“I inclose the within document, and request you to 
cause to be sent out wagons or ambulances for the 
wounded of ours to-morrow ; also that wagons he sent out 
to bring in the many tents belonging to ns, which are 
pitched all along the road for miles. I did not destroy 
them, as I knew the enemy couldn’t move them. The 
roads are very bad, and are strewn with abandoned 
wagons, ambulances, and limber boxes. The enemy has 
succeeded in carrying off the guns, hut has crippled his 
batteries by abandoning the hind limber boxes of at least 
twenty guns. I am satisfied that ^ the enemy’s infantry 
and cavalry passed Lick Creek this morning, travelling all 
last night, and that he left behind all his cavalry, which 


155 

which he took cai'e triumphantly to pro- 
claim,* from “ the enemy’s camp and on 
Federal paper.” But though he had skil- 
fully withdrawn his army from the dan- 
gers of the second day, he was certainly 
not justified in calling Iris retreat “ a 
great and glorious victory. The lossj 

has protected his retreat. But the signs of confusion and 
disorder mark the whole road. The check siustained by us 
at the fallen timbers delayed our advance, so that night 
came upon us before the wounded were provided for and 
the dead buried; and our troops being fagged out by 
their three days’ hard fighting, exposure, and privation, I 
ordered them hack to camp, where all now are. I have 
the honor to be your obedient servant, 

“ W. T. SiiEiiMAN, Brig. -Gen. Commanding Division.” 

- BA’rriE-FiELD of Shiloh, v 

Via ConiNTH and CHAiTANOoaA, April 6, 1862. f 
General S. Hooper, Adjutant General ; We have this 
morning attacked the enemy in strong position in front 
of Pittsburg, and after a severe battle of ten hour's, 
thanks to Almighty God, gained a complete victory, driv- 
ing the enemy from every position . 

Tlie loss on both sides is heavy, including our com- 
mander-in-chief, General Albert Sidney Johnston, who 
fell gallantly leading his troops into the thickest of the 
fight. G. T. Beaereoard, General Gommanding, 

f Corinth, Timday, April 8, 1862. 

To THE Secretary OF War, Eiehmond : 

We have gained a great and glorious victory. Eight to 
ten thousand prisoners and thirty-six pieces of cannon. 
Buell reinforced Grant, and we rethed to our intreiich- 
ments at Corinth, which we can hold. Loss heavy on 
both sides. Be.aIjre<3ard, 

f Cincinnati, Jffuy 2, 1862. 

The Qommercial has, from its correspondent with the 
army of General Halleck, the following official figures of 
our loss at the battle of Pittsburg Ltmding : 


Killed. Wounded. Missing. 

McCleruand’s 251 .... 1,351 236 

W. H. L. Wallace’s ...... . . . 228 .... 1,033 .... 1,103 

Le-wis Wallace’s 43 . . . . 257 . . . . 93 

Hurlburt’s ..... . . . . . . ...... 313 . . . . 1,449 .... 225 

Sherman's ..... . . ....... . . . 487 . . . . 1,402 . . . . 482 

Prentiss’ 196 ... . 662 .... 4, 802 

Crittenden’s 80 .... 410 .... 27 

Nelson’s.... ............ 93 .... 612 10 

McCook’s ................. . 94 .... 806 .... 4 

Total 1,735 7,882 4,044 


The total killed, -wounded, and missing is 13,601. 
About 300 of the wounded have since died. Our burial 
parties report between 2,500 and 3,000 rebels found dead 
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on both sides was enormous ; that of the 
Unionists was 1,T35 killed, 7,882 wound- 
ed, and 4,044 missing, and that of the 
enemy was estimated to be still gTeater 
in killed and wounded, though much 
less in missing, as few of them were 
taken prisoners. 

The enemy lost on the first day their 
commander-in-chief, General Sidney A. 
Johnston, who fell while riding along 
his lines and inspiriting his troops to 
the onset. His body was found during 
the next day by our troops, after driv- 
ing the enemy from the ground, and 
Beauregard subsequently confessed the 
loss of the field by sending a flag of 
truce with a demand for the remains of 
the fallen chief. 

Great gallantry was displayed by 
some of tlie officers and men on both 
sides. General Sherman, especially, 
signalized himself by his skill and dar- 
ing. He was wounded twice, and had 
three horses killed under him. General 
W. B. L. Wallace, who commanded in 
place of General Smith, f dangerously 
ill at the time, was mortally wounded 
on the first day. 

Beauregard J boasted of having cap- 


tured thirty-six pieces of artillciy, and 
General Grant, his official report. 


aim would be to cut off my communications in West Ten- 
nessee with the Eastern and Southern States by operating 
from the Tennessee River, between Crump’s Landing and 
Eastport, as a base, I determined to foil Ids designs by con- 
centrating all my available forces at and around Ctuinth. 

“ Meanwhile, having called on the G-overnors of tlie 
States of Tennessee, Mississippi, Alabama, and Louisiana 
to furnish additional troops, some of them — chiefly regi- 
ments from Louisiana — soon reached tins vicinity, and 
with two divisions of General Polk’s command from Co- 
lumbus, and a fine corps of troops from Mobile and Peaisa- 
cola, under Major-General Bragg, coustitutcjd the Army 
of the Mississippi. At the siime time. General Johnston, 
being at Murfreesboro’, on tlie march to form a junction 
of his forces with ndne, was called on to send at least a 
brigade by railroad, so that we ndght fiill on and crush 
the enemy should he attempt an advance from under his 
gun-boats. The call on General Johnston was promptly 
complied with. His entire! three was also luistened in tins 
direction, and by tire 1st of AiU’il our united forces were 
concentrated along the Mobile and Ohio Railroad from 
Bethel to Corinth, and on the Memphis and Cluxrleston 
Railroad from Corinth to luka. 

“It was then determined to assume the offensive and 
strike a sudden blow at the enemy in position under Gen- 
eral Grant on the west hank of the Tennessee, at Pitts- 
burg, and ill the direction of Savannah, before ho was re- 
inforced by the army under General Buell, then known 
to be advancing for that purpose by rapid marclies from 
Nashville via Columbia. About the siimo time General 
Johnston was advised that such an operation conformed 
to tile expectations of the President. 

“By a rapid and vigorou.s attack on General Grant, it 
was expected he would he beaten back into his transports 
and the river, or captured in time to (!nablti us to profit liy 
the victory and remove to the rear all tlie stonis and mn- 
nitions that would fall into our hands in such an event 
before the arrival of General Buell’s army on the scone. 
It was never contemplated, however, to retain the posi- 
tion thus gained, and abandon Corinth, the strategic point 
of the campaign. 

“ Want of proper officers, needful for the proper organ- 
ization of divisions and brigades of an army brought thus 
suddenly together, and other difficulties in the way of an 
effective organization, delayed the movement until tlm 
night of the 2d inst., when it was lieard from a reliable 
quarter that the junction of the enemy’s armies was near 
at hand ; it was then, at a late hour, determined that the 
attack should be attempted at once, incomplete and im- 
perfeot ns were our preparations for such a grave and rao- 
montous adventure. Accordingly that night, at one o'clock 
A.M., the preliminary orders to the comuiaudcrs of corps 
were issued for the movement. 


on the field. Beauregard lost not less than 20,000 men 
in killed, wounded, and prisoners, and the sick, used up, 
and panic-stricken, during his movement from Corinth 
upon Pittsburg Landing. 

* He was promoted to a major-generalsbip. 

t General Smith, one of the ablest officers in the army, 
who greatly distinguished himself at Fort Donclson, suhse- 
qiieptly died. 

:}; Gexise.\i, BuAmiEGAED’s OpFioiAii Eepoex oe xhe Geeat 

WESTiniN BaTTIjE. 

“ Heauquaetees Aemt oe the Mississipei, 1 
CoEiNTH, Miss., A^ril 11, 1802. j 
' “ Gbnebae : On the 2d nit., having ascertained conclu- 
sively from the movements of the enemy on the Tennes- 
see River and from reUahle soarces of information, that his 







confessed “the loss of artillery was the enemy’s shots, and some losing all 
great, many pieces being disabled by their horses and many men. There 

‘ ‘ On the following morning the detailed orders of moye- promising spirit. The front line wag engaged at once, hnt 
merit were issued, and the movement, after some delay, advanced steadily, followed in duo order with equal reso- 
commeuced, the troops being in admirable spirits. It was lution and steiuline.ss hy the other lines, which were 
expected we sliould he able to reach the enemy’s lines in brought successively into action with rare shill, Jiulg- 
tiiue to attack them early on the 5th inst. ; the men, how- merit, and gallantrj' by the several corps commanders as 
ever, for the most part, were unused to marching, the roads the enemy made a stand with his masses rallied for the 
narrow, and traversing a densely wooded country became struggle for Iris encampments. Like an Alpine avalanche 
alinoKst impassable after a severe rain-storm on the niglit our troops moved forward, despite the determined resist- 
of the 4tlr, wlricli drenched the troops in bivouac ; hence ance of the enemy, until after six o’clock p.m., when we 
onr forces did not reach tire intersection of the roads from were in possession of all encampments between Owl and 
Pittsburg and Ham]:)m'g, in tlie ininrediate vicinity of the Lick creeks, but one. Nearly all of Iris field artillery, 
enemy, until late Saturday afternoon. about thirty flags, coloi's, and standards, over three thou- 

“ It wars then decided that the attack should he made sand prisoners, including a division commander (Geueral 
on tire next morning, at the earliest hour practicable, in Prentiss), and .several brigade commanders, thousands of 
accordance with the orders of movement— tlnit is, in three Binall-arms, an immense supply of sul)si,steirce, forage, and 
lines of Ixrttle ; the first and second extending from Owl mnnitions of war, and a large amount of means of trans- j 

Creek on the left to Lick Creek on the right, a distance portation— all the substantial fruits of a complete victory | 

of about three miles, supported by the third and the re- — such, indeed, as rarely have followed tlie most succe.ss- | 
serve. The first line, under Major-General Eardee, was ful battles, for never was an army so well provided as that j 
constituted of his corps, augmented on his right hy Glad- of our enemy. 

den’s brigade of Major-General Bragg’s corps, deployed in “The remnant of his army had been driven in utter 
line of battle, with their respective artillery, following im- disorder to the immediate vicinity of Pittsliurg under the 
mediately by the main x’oad to Pittsburg, and the cavalry shelter of the heavy guns of his iron-clad gun -boats, arul 
in rear of the wings. The second line, composed of the we remained undisputed masters of his well-selected, ad- 
other troops of Bragg’s corps, followed the first at a dis- mirably provided cantonments after over twelve hours of 

tance of five hundred yards in the same order as the first, obstinate conflict with his forces, who had been beaten 

The army corps under General PoUv followed the second from them and the contiguous covert, but only Ity a sii.s- 
line at the distance of about eight hundred yards in lines tained onset of till the men we could bring into action, 

of brigades, deployed, with their batteries in rear of each “ Our loss was heavy, as will appear from the accompa- 

brigade, moving by the Pittsburg road, the left wing sup- nying return, marked ‘B.’ Our commander-lu-chief, 
ported by cavalry ; the reserve, under Brigadier-General General A. S. Johnston, fell mortally wounded, and tlied 
Breckinridge, followed closely the third line in the same on the field at half-past two in the afternoon, after having 

order, the right wing supported by bayalry., shown the highest qualities of the commander and a per- 

“ These two corps constituted the I’eserve, and were to sonal intrepidity that inspired all around him, and gave 
support the front lines of battle by being employed when resistless, impulsion to Ms columns at critical moments, 
required on the right and left of the Pittsburg mad, or “The chief command then devolved iipon me, though 

otherwise act according to the exigencies of the battle. at the time I was greatly prostrated and suffering from 
“ At eight A. M. on the 0th inst., a reconnoitring party the prolonged sickness wutli which I h.‘ul been afflicted 
of the enemy having become engaged with our advanced since early in Pehruaxy. The responsibility was one 
pickets, the commander of the forces gave orders to begin which, in my physical condition, I would have ghully 
the movement and attack as determined upon, except avoided, though cast upon me when ourtorGesweresuc- 
that Trabue’s brigade, of Breckinridge’s division, was de- cessfully pushing the enemy hack upon the Terme.ssee 
tached and advanced to support the left of Bragg’s corps River, and though supported on the immediate field by 
and line of battle, when menaced by the enemy ; and the such corps commanders as Major-Generals Polk, Bragg, 
other two brigades wei-e directed to advance hy the road and Hardee, and Brigadier-General Breckinridge, coni- 
to Hamburg to support Bragg’s right, and at the same manding the reserve. • 

time Yancey’s regiment, of Polk’s corps, was advanced hy “ It was after six o’clock in the evening, as Itefore said, 
the same road to reinforce the regiment of cavalry and when the enemy’s last position was carried, and his forces 
battery of four pieces already thrown forwai'd to watch finally broke and sought refuge behind a commamliiig 
and guard Grier’s, Banner’s,: and Borland’s Ford on Lick eminence covering the Pittsburg Landing, not more than. 
Greek. half a mile distant, and under the guns of the gun-boat.g, 

“ Thirty minutes after five o’clock a.m. our lines and which opened on onr eager coiumns a fierce and annoying 

columns were in motion, all animated evidently hy a : fire with shot and shell of the heaviest dixscviption. Dark- 
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WITS THE SOUTH 


Tlie enemy imdoiibtedly, on tlie first 
day, captured a largo iiimiber of guns, 


were probably not le 
dred horses killed.” 


“ Oflicera of my sitil'f were iiuniciliat<!ly dUpatelicd willi 
the necessary orders to niailve thc! l:>c.st dispositions for a 
(loliherate, orderly witlidrawal from tins liedd, and to col- 
lect and post a reserv-e to meet the enemy, shordd lie at- 
tempt to push after us. In this eoniiection I will meu- 
tiou particularly my adjutant-general. Colonel Jordan, 
who was of inuch assistance to me on this occasion, as he 
had already heen on the field of tattle on that and the pre- 
ceding day. 

“About two ololock p.m. , the line.s of advance, wliich 
had repulsed the enemy in their last tierce assaailt on our 
left and centre, received the orders to retire. This was 
done with, rincommon steadiness, and tlie enemy made :uo 
attemiit to follow. 

“ The lino of troops cstaldislicd to cover this moveineni: 
had heen disposed on a favorahle ridge commaudin!>: the 
groimd of Shiloh cluireh. From this position our artillery 
played n]ion the woods lioyond for awhile, hut xipou no 
visible enemy, and without reply. Soon salislied that no 
serious pursuit would he atteni]ited, thi.s last line was 
withdrawn, and never did trooiis leave the ha.ttle-liehl in 
better order. Even the stnigglevs fell into tlie ranks and 
marched off with tliose who liad stood more steadily by 
their colors. A second strong position was taken np 
about a mile in rear, wliere the approach of the enemy 
was waited for nearly an hour ; hnt no effort to follow was 
made, and only a small detachment of horsemen could he 
seen at a distance from this last position warily observing 
our movements. 

“Arranging, through my staff officers, for the comple- 
tion of the movements thus begun, Brigadier-General 
Breckinridge was left with his c<.)mmand as a rear guard 
to hold the ground we had occupied the night preceding 
the first battle, just in front of the intersection of tlie 
Pittsburg and Harahnrg roads, about four miles from the 
former place, while the rest of the army iiasscil to the rear 
in excellent order, 

“ On the following day, General Breckinridge fell hack 
about three miles t(,i Mickey’s, whicli posit ion vc contin- 
ued to hold, with our cavalry thrown cousidcrahly forward 
in immediate proximity to the Imttle-ftchi 

“ Unfortunately, toward the night of the 7th inst., it 
began to rain heavily ; this continued througliout tlm 
night. The roads hueame almost impassable in many 
places, and mucli hardship ami suffering now ensued be- 
fore all the regiments reached their eucampiueiits. But, 
despite the heavy casualties of the two eventful days of 
the 0th and 7th of April, this army is more eonlidont of 
ultimate success than before its encounter with (he enemy. 

“To Major-Generals Polk, Bragg, and Hardee, com- 
manding corps, and to Brigadier-General Bi'cckinridgc, 
commanding tlie reserve, the country is greatly indebted 
for the zeal, intelligence, and energy with whicii all or- 


tiess was close at hand ; officers and men were exhausted 
by a combat of over twelve hours without food, and jaded 
by the march of the preceding' day, throug'h mud and wa- 
ter, it was therefore impossible to collect the rich and op- 
portune spoils of war scattered broadcast on the field left 
in ovir possession, and impracticable to make any effective 
dispositions for their removal to the rear. 

“ I accordingly established my headquarters at the 
charch of Shiloh, in the enemy’s encampment, with Major- 
General Bragg, and directed our troops to sleep on their 
arms in such positions in advance and rear as corps com- 
manders slioiild determiiio, iioping from news received by 
a special tlispatcli that delays had been encoimtcred by 
General Buell in his maroli from Columliia, and that his 
main forces, therefore, could not reach the field of battle 
in time to save General Grant’s shattered fugitive forces 
from capture or destruction on tlie following day. 

“ During the uiglit the rain lull in torrents, adding to 
the diseomfort and harassed condition of the men ; the 
enemy, moreover, bad broken their rest hj^a discharge, at 
measured intervals, of heavy shells thrown from the gim- 
hoats ; therefore, on the following morning, the troops 
under my command were not in condition to cope with an 
equal force of fresh troops, armed and equipped like our 
adversary, in the immediate vicinity of his depots, and 
sheltered by such an auxiliary as the enemy's gun-boats. 

“ About six o'clock on the morning of the 7th of April, 
however, a hot fire of musiietry and artillery, opened from 
the enemy’s quarter on our advanced line, assured mo of 
the junction of his forces, and soon the battle raged with 
a fury which satisfied me that I was attacked by a largely 
superior force. But from the onset our troops, notwith- 
standing their fatigue and losses from the battle of the 
day before, oxhiliited the most cheering, veteran-like 
steadiness. On the right and centre the enemy was re- 
pulsed in every attempt ho made with his heavy column 
in that quarter of the field; on the left, howeyer, and 
nearest to the point of arrival of his reinforcements, ho 
drove forward line after line of his fresh troops, which 
wei'e met with a resolution and courage of which our 
country may he proudly hopeful. Again and again our 
troax»s wei'e brought to the charge, invariably to win the 
position at issue, invariably to drive back their foe. But 
hour by hour thus opposed to an enemy constantly rein- 
forced, our ranks were perceptibly thinned under the un- 
ceasing, withering fire of thc enemy, and liy twelve me- 
ridian, eighteen, hours of hard fighting had sensibly ex- 
hausted a largo number, my last reserves had necessarily 
been disposed of, anil the enemy was evidently receiving 
fresh rolnforccmonts after each repulse. Accordingly, 
about one p.m., I determined to withdraw from so unequal 
a conflict, securing such of the results of the victory of the 
day before ws was then piracticablo. 


RECAPTFB.E OF MURITIORS OP WAR. 
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but on tlie second were forced to abandon 
some of them, together with the rifles, 

ders were executed — for the foi’esiglit and military ability 
they displayed in the absence of instructions in tlie many 
exigencies of the battle, on a field so densely Avooded and 
broken, and for their fearless deportment as they repeat- 
edly led their commands personally to the onset upon 
their poAverthl adversary. It was under these circum- 
stances that General Bragg had trvo horses shot under 
him ; that Major-General Hardee yas slightly wounded, 
hi.s coat rent by balls, and his horse disabled, and that 
Major-General Breckinridge Avas tAvice struck hy spent 
halls. 

“For the services of their gallant suhordiiiate com- 
manders, and of other officers, as Avell as for tlie details 
of the battle-field, I must i-efer to the reports of corps, di- 
vision, and brigade commanders, Avluch shall be forwarded 
as soon as receh''e.d. 

“To give more in detail the operations of the tAA'o l)at- 
tles resulting from the rnoAmment on Pittsburg than noAV 
attempted, must have delayed this report for Aveeks, and 
interfered materially A\dth the important duties of my 
position ; hut T may be permitted to say, that not only 
did the obstinate conflict for twelve hours on Sunday 
leaAm the Confederate arm}'’ masters of the battle-field, 
and our adversary beaten, hut Ave left that field on the 
next day only after eight hours’ incessant battle with a 
superior army of fresh troops, Avhom Ave had repulsed in 
every attack on our lines— so repulsed and crippled, in- 
deed, as to leave it unable to take the field for the cam- 
paign for Avhich it was collected and equipped at such 
enormous expense and Avith such profusion of all the ap- 
pliances of war. , These successful eA'-ents were not , achiev- 
ed, howeATr— as before said— Avithout severe loss, a loss 
not to be measured by tfie number of the slain or 
wounded, hut by the high social and personal Avorth of so 
large a numher of those Avho Avere killed or disabled, in- 
cluding the commander of the forces, Avhose high quali- 
ties Avill he greatly missed in the momentous campaign 
impending. 

“ I deeply regret to record also the death of the Hon. 
George M. Johnson, ProAusional Governor of Kentucky, 
Avho went into action Avith the Kentucky troops, and con- 
tinually inspired them by his Avoids and example. Hav- 
ing his house shot under him on Sunday, he entered the 
ranks of a Kentucky regiment on Monday, and fell mor- 
tally Avounded toAvard the close of the Bay. Not his State 
alone, but the whole Confederacy has sustained a great 
loss in the death of this brave, upright, and able man. 

“ Another gallant and able sf)]dicr and captain was lost 
to the service of the eountrj'Avhen Brigadier-General Glad- 
den, commanding first brigade, Whijers’ division, tliird 
army corps, died from a severe Avontid received on the 5th 
inst., after having been conspicuous to his Avhole corps 
and the army for courage and capacity. 


munitions of war, and camp ecj[uipage 
which had fallen into their hands when 

“ Major-General Cheatham, commanding first division, 
first corp.s, was slightly Avonnded, and had three horses 
shot under him, 

“ Brigadier-General Clark, commanding first division 
of the first corps, received a severe AA^ound also on the first 
day, Avhich will depri\’'e the army of his Amluahle services 
tor some time. 

“ Brigadier-General Hindmim, engaged in the outset 
of the battle, Avas conspicuous for a cool courage efficiently 
employed in leading his men ever into the, thickest of the 
fray, until his liorse Avas shot under him, and he A\"as un- 
Ibrtunately so severely injured by the fidl that the array 
Avas deprived, on the foIIOAving day, of his chiv.alrous ex- 
ample. 

“Brigadier Generals B. R. Johnston and BoAA’-en, most 
meritorious officer.s, Avere also seA’-ereiy Avounded in the 
first combat, but it is hoped will soon be able to return to 
duty Avdtli tlieir brigades. 

' ‘ To mention the many field officers Avho died or Avere 
Avounded AAdiile gallantly leading their commands into 
action, and the many brilliant instances of individual 
courage displayed by officers and men in the twenty hours 
of battle, is impossible at this time, but their names Avill 
he dulj’' made known to their countrymen. 

“ The immediate staff of the lamented Commander-in- 
Chief, Avho accompanied him to the field, rendered efficient 
service, and either hy his side or in carrying his orders, 
shared his exposure to the casualties of a well-contested 
battle-field. I beg to commend their names to the, notice 
of the War Department, namely : Captain H. P. 3,lreATster 
and N. Wicklifi'e, of the Adjutant and Inspector-Geneml’s 
Department, , 

- “ Captain Thomas O’Hara, Acting Inspector-General. : 

“Lieutenants George Baylor and Thomas M. Jack, aide.s- 
de-cainp. 

“ Volunteer Aides-de-Camp : Colonel William Preston, 
Major D. M. Hayden, E. W. Muuford, and Calhoun 
Benham. 

“Major Albert J. Smith and Captain Wickham, Quar- 
termaster’s Department. 

“To these gentlemen was assigncM the last sad duty of : 
accompan 3 'ing the remains of their lamented chief fTOXO. 
the field, except Captains Brewster and Wiekliff(3, who re- 
mained and rendered valuable seiwices as staff officers oh 
the 7tb of April. 

“ Governor Ishmn G, Harris, of Tennessee, went upon 
the field Avith General Johnston, was hy his side Avhen he 
AA'us shot, aided him from' liis horse, and received him in 
his anna Avheu he died. Subsequently the G oA’cmor joined 
my staff and remained Avith me throughout tire next day , 
except AAfiren carrying orders, or engaged in encouraging 
the troops of his own State, to Avhom he gave a conspicu- 
ous example of coolness, zeal,, and intrepidity. 








THE AVAR AVITH THE SOUTH, 


Botli armies, after the two da.ys’ se- 
vere conflict on the field of Shiloh, were 


our troops were driven from their eii’ 
campment on Sunday morning. 


stated, coinmaiided his corps — inxich the largest in the 
field— ou both days with signal capacity and soldiership. 

“ Surgeon Foard, medical director ; Surgeons E. L. Bro- 
die and S. Choppin, medical inspectors, and Surgeon D. 
W. Yandell, Medical Director of the Western Department 
with General Johnston, wore present in the discharge 
of their arduous and high duties, whicli they performed 
witii honor to their profession. 

“Captain Tom Saunders, Messrs. Senles and Metcalf, and 
Mr. 'fully, of New Orleans, were of material aid on both 
days, ready to give news of tire enemy’s positions and 
movements, regardless of exposure. 

“ Wlule thus partially making mention of some of those 
Avho rendered lu'illiant, gallant, or meritorious service In 
the field, I have aimed movely to Jiotice tho.so whose po- 
sition would most probably exclude tlie record of tludr 
services from the reports of corps or subordinate com- 
manders. 

“ From this agreeable duty I turn to one in the highest 
degree unpleasant -one due, however, to tins 1»rave men 
under’ me, as a contrast to the behavior of most of the 
array who fought so heroically. I allude to tlie fact that 
some officers, uou-commissioued olficers, and men alraii- 
doned tlieir colors early in tlie first day to pillage the 
captured encampments ; others retired sliatndfilly from the 
field on both days while the thunder of cannon and the roar 
and rattle of nmsketry told them that their brothers were 
being slaughtered by the fresh legions of tiro enemy. I 
have ordered tiro names of the most conspicuous upon this 
roll of lag,gards and cowards to Ire puhlislied in orders, 

“ It rinnains to state tliat our loss in tiro two days rir 
the killed outright was 1,728; wounded, 8,012; missing, 
959 ; making an aggregate of casualties of 10,099. 

“ Tills sad list tells in simple language of the stout fight 
made liy our countrymou iu front of lire rude log cliapel 
at Shiloh, especially wlien it is known that on Moirday, 
from exiiaimtion and other carrscs, not twenty thousaiid 
men on our side could be immght into action, 

“Of the losses of the enemy 1 luiA'e no exact kuowled>.';o. 
Their newspapers report it as very Ireavy. Uiuprestionahly 
it was greater, even in proportion, than our own orr lioth 
days, for it was apparent to all that their dead left on tlie 
field outnumbered ours two to one. 

: “Their casualties, therefore, cannot liave fallen many 
short of twenty thousand men in killed, wounded, prison- 
ers, and missiirg, 

“ 'Dh rough information derived from many sources, in- 
cluding newspapers of the enemy, we ongagi'd on Stirrday 
the divisions of Gerrerals I’reutiss, Sherman, Hrrrlhurt, 
McClernaud, and Smith, of 9,909 men cadi, or at least 
45,000 men. This force was rcinfia'ced on Sunday rriglit 
by the divisioirs of Ueucrals Nelson, MetJouk, ( ’rittciulcii, 
and Thomas, of .Major-General Buell’s army, some 25,000 


“I arrr also under many obligations to rny own general, 
personal, and volunteer staff, many of whom have been so 
lung associated with me. I airpend a list of those preseirt 
on tire field on both days, atrd whose duties carried them 
constantly under lire, namely : Colonel Thomas Jordan, 
Captain Clifton H. Smith, and Lieuterrant John M. Otey, 
Adjutant-Geireral’s Department. 

“ Major George W. Brent, acting inspector-general ; 
Colonel II. B. Lee, chief of sulrsistence, wdiose horse wars 
wounded ; Lieuteiiant-Golonel S. W. Ferguson, and Lieu- 
tenant A. E. Chisolm, aides-de-camp, 

“ Volunteer Aides-dc-Camp : Colonel Major Thompson, 
Major Numa Augustin. 

“ Major H. E. Peyton. 

“Captain Albert Ferry. 

“ Captairr B. B. Waddell. 

“Captain W. W. Porter, of Major-General Crittenden’s 
staff, also reported for duty, and shared the duties of my 
volunteer stuff on Monday. 

“ Brigadier-General Trudeau, of Louisiana Volunteers, 
also, for a part of the first day’s conflict, was 'with me as a 
volunteer aid. 

“ Captain E. H. Cunning, signal officer, also was actively 
employed as a staff officer ou both days. 

“ Nor must I fail to nreutron that private W. E. Gools- 
by, Eleventh llogimont Virginia Volunteers, orderly to my 
headquarters since hist June, repeatedly employed to carry 
my verbal orders to the field, discharged the duty with 
groat zeal and irrtelligence. 

“Other member’s of my .staff were necessarily absent 
from the iimuediate field of irattle, intrusted with respon- 
sible duties at the headquarters, iramely : Captain F. H. 
Joi'dari, assistant adjutant-general, in charge of general 
headquarters. 

“Major Eugene McLean, chief quartermaster; Cuptuin 
E. Desloiule, Quartermaster’s Department. 

“ Licutenaut-Colouel Ferguson, aide-de-camp, early on 
Monday was assigned to command and direct the niovc- 
inents of a brigade of the second c’or’p.s. 

“ Lreuteuant-Goloiiel Qiliner, chief engineer, after hav- 
ing performed the important and variotts duties of his 
place with distinction to himself and material benefit to 
his country, was worrnded late on Monday. I trust, liow'- 
ever, I shall not long he deprived of his esserrtial services. 

“Captain Lockett, Engineer Corps, chief assistant to 
Colonel Gilmer, after having been employed in the duties 
of his corps on Sunday, wars placed by me on Monday in 
command of a battalion without iicld ofiicers. Captain 
Fremaux, provisional engineer, and Lieutenants Stool and 
Holm also rendered material and ever dangerous service in 
the line of their duty. 

“ Major-General (laow General) Braxton Bragg, in addi- 
tion to his duties of chief of staff, as has been before 
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too wearied with fighting to be able, im- 
mediately, to renew the contest. Bean- 
regard accordingi}?- withdrew to his 
intrenchinents at Corinth, further to 
strengthen his fortifications and to await 
reinforcements. These came from Price 
and Van Dorn, who, after the battle of 
Pea Ridge, had moved across the State 
of Arkansas to Memphis, and thence 
by railroad to Corinth. At the same 
time, by the new conscription law of the 
Confederate Government, an increased 
uimiber of recruits from the Southern 
States were forced into service, to swell* 
the ranks of Beauregard. 

strong, including all arras. Also General L. Wallace’s 
division of General Grant’s array, making at least 33,000 
fresh troops, which added to the remnant of General 
Grant’s forces on Monday morning-, amounting to over 
20,000, made an aggregate force of some 53,000 men at 
least arrayed against us on that day. 

“ In connection with the results of the battle, I should 
state that most of onr men who had inferior arms ex- 
changed them for the improved arms of the enemy. Also 
that most of the property, public and personal, in the camp 
from which the enemy was driven on Sunday, was render- 
ed uselcBS or greatly damaged, except some of the tents. 

“ All of which is respectfully submitted through my 
volunteer aide-de-camp, Colonel Jacob Thompson, of Mis- 
sissippi, who has in charge the flags, standards, and colors 
cajitured from the enemy. 

“I have the honor to he, General, yoiir obedient serv- 
ant, G. T. BEiVURmAnn, General Connmmding. 

“ T<> General S, Cooper, Adjutant and Inspector-Gen- 
eral C. S. A., Eicbmond, Va.” 

^ * The following is the message of President Davis, in 
aecordaiioe with the recommendation of which a conscrip- 
tion law was passed : 

“To THE Sevate and lIotisE OP Eepiujsentatives op the 

OONFEDEEATB Hr AXES I 

“ The operation of the various laws now in force for rais- 
ing armies has exhibited the necessity for reform. The 
frccpient changes and anmndments which have been 
made, have rendered the system so complicated as to 
make it often quite difficult to determine what the law 
really is, and to what extent prior amendments are modi- 
fied by more recent legislation. 

“There is also einharrassment from conflict between State 
and Confederato legislation. I am happy to assure you 
of the eutire harmony of purpose and cordiality of feeling 


Equal efforts were made by General 
Halleck, wlio, after tlie battle of Sliiloli, 
had proceeded to Pittsburg Landing to 
assume the command of our great army 
of the West, in person. General Pope 
was summoned from the banks of the 
Mississippi, where he had been co-oper- 
ating with Commodore Foote, and soon 
succeeded in adding his effective troops 
to the forces coriceiitrating at Pittsburg 

Avhich has continued to exist between myself and the 
executives of tlie several States ; and it is to this cause 
that our success in keeping adequate forces in the field is 
to be attributed. 

* ‘ The.se reasons would .suffice for in viting your earne.st at- 
tention to the necessity of some simple and general system 
for exercising the power of raising armies, which is vested 
in Congress by the constitution. But there is another 
and more important consideration. The vast preparations 
made by the enemy for a combined assault at numeroins 
points on our frontier and .sea-board have produced re.sults 
that might have been expected. They have animated 
the people with a spirit of resistance so general, so reso- 
lute, and so self-sacrificing that it recpiires rather to he 
regulated than to he stimulated. The right of the State 
to demand, and the duty of each citizen to render military 
service, need only to be started to be admitted. It is not, 
however, wise or judiciou.s policy to place in active service 
that portion of the force of a people which experience has 
shown to be necessary as a reserve. Youths under the 
age of eighteen years require further instrnction ; men of 
matured experience are needed for maintaining order and 
good government at home, and in supervising prepara- 
tions for rendering efficient the armies in the field. 

‘ ‘ These Uvo classes constitute the proper reserve for home 
defence, ready to be called out in case of any emergency, 
and to be kept in the field only’- while the emergency 
exists. But in order to maintain this reserve intact, it is 
neee.ssary that in a great war like that in which vve are 
now engaged, all persons of intermediate ages not legally 
exempt for good cause should pay their debt of military 
service to the country, that the burdens should not fall 
exclusively on the most ardent and patiibtic. 

“ 1 therefore recommend the passage of a law declaring 
that all persons residing within the Confederate States, 
between the ages of eighteen and thirty-five years, and 
rightfully subject to military duty, shall be held to he in 
the military service of the Confederate States, and that 
some plain and simple method he adopted for their prompt 
enrolment and organization, repealing all of the legisla- 
tion heretofore enacted which would , conflict with the 
system proposed. Jki’eeuhox Davis.” 
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Landing. The following composed the (April 30), and from 
staff of Halleck : 3), and their coimnuni 

Major-General Halleck. ed by the destruction 

Brigadier- General Oullum, Chief of bridges of the Mobih 
Staff and Engineers. road. 

Captain H. H. McLean, Assistant Ad- The reconnoissance 1 
jiitant- General. suited in a .serious en 

Brigadier-General Smith, Chief of eral Pope having encai 
Cavalry. midway between Haml 

Colonel Oiitts, Chief of Topographical sent out at ten oklock 
Engineers. detachment consisting 

Colonel Callender, Chief of Ordnance. gades,-'= under the corar 
General DuBois, Chief of Artillery. erals Paine and Palm 
Colonel McKibben, Aide-de-Camp and the eneniy^s position 
Judge Advocate. After a inarch of about 

Major Key, Aide-de-Camp. road to this place, th 

Captain Smith, Aide-de-Camp. were first encouiitert 

Assistant Surgeon, Peter T. Schenck. shooters being thrown 
Lieutenant Price, Aide-de-Camp. with flanking parties i 

Lieutenant Throckmorton, Aide-de- opening a brisk fire, 
Gamp. way, killing six of the 

Mr. Weir, Military Telegrapher. men, wounding eight, 

Cairo and Paducah were drawn upon prisoners. The whole ( 
to the utmost of their resources, and ed on, but the skirmisl] 
immense supplies of men, munitions of but a short distance 
winy and prisoners were brought by momentarily cliecked b 
fleet after fleet of transports and gun- trees strewn across tin 
boats up the Tennessee, and diseni- vere fii’e from the ene 
barked at the great Federal encainp- Our men, however, sj 
inent. General Halleck finding the over the obstructions, 
troops which had been engaged in the concealed foes, and pii 
battle of Sbiloli much disordered, ap- half a mile through ta 
plied his energies to the necessary reor- obstructed swamp ro£ 
gaiiizatioii witli so much vigor, that he fields near Farmington, 
was soon enabled to make an advance thus hindered in its ma 

and threaten the cnenpy at Corinth. — 

Roeoniioissancos lu force rapidly sue- 

Cecded each other. The enemy's out- Forty-second, and rifty-first 111 
posts wore driven back from Pea Pvidge 

^ Illinois ; lloughtaliug- s (Illinois 

(April 26), Monterey (April 20), Purdy hatterlos, and the Second si icldgn 
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in repairing the bridges and clearing the 
route, did not complete their hindered 
inarch until three o’clock in the after- 
noon. 

The enemy were found prepared for 
the advance, and had posted four pieces 
of artillery upon some elevated ground 
which commanded the road. Our troops 
were thus unable to reach the open fields 
except by taking a circuitous course. 
Colonel Morgan accordingly was sent 
with the Tenth Regiment to the right, 
and Yates’ Sharpshooters were ordered 
to the left of the enemy’s position. 
Thus opening fire on either flank, the 
enemy w^'ere dislodged and forced to 
post themselves elsewhere. Their sec- 
ond position, where they again formed 
in line of battle, was upon the crest of 
a hill, to the right of the Farmington 
road, just in advance of a dense wood 
with some old buildings on their left, 
and a deep ravine in their front and 
on their right. Thus protected, and 
wdth their artillery in position, they 
could defy the direct approach of our 
infantry, which was unable to reach 
them except by taking a circuitous 
route of two miles. While two regi- 
ments: were dispatched by this route 
to take the enemy on the flank, one 
of our batteries (Houghtaling’s) being 
planted upon the elevated ground from 
■which they had first been driven, open- 
ed fire, wliich was spiritedly answered. 
While this “artillery duel” was in pro- 
gress, the Union infantry had succeeded 
in getting on the left flank within three 
hundred yards of the enemy. Here our 
men flred such volleys of musketry that 


the enemy were again forced to shift 
their jiosition. Their new ground was 
on the brow of a hill to the right of 
the road leading from Farmington to 
Corinth, about three-eighths of a mile, 
in a northerly direction, from the for- 
mer place. As the enemy retired, 
Houghtaling’s battery advanced to the 
position they abandoned, while the other 
battery (Hezcock’s) was posted in an 
open held in front of Farmington, on the 
enemy’s right. Our artillery now open- 
ed such a fire as the enemy wmre unable 
to endure, and they fled toward Cor- 
inth. The Union loss in this engage- 
ment was two killed and eleven wound- 
ed ; that of the enemy was twenty killed 
and a hundred wounded. Their force 
consisted of four regiineiits of infan- 
try, a battalion of cavalry, and a bat- 
tery of four pieces of light artillery, 
all under the command of G-eneral Mar- 
maduke. 

Though hindered hy the ill condition 
of the roads, from the constant u-ain, 
GeneraU Halleck had persisted in his 
advance, in spite of every obstacle, and 
early in May Irad pushed within a few 
miles of the enemy’s position at Corinth. 

In CO- op eration with these mov em eiits 
of the great army under General Hal- 
leck, in face of the enemy at Corinth, 
General Mitchell was operating with 
great success on Beauregard’s flank. 

The energetic Mitchell had marched 
through Tennessee, and entered 
Alabama, where hy a rapid move- 
ment, “after a forced march of incred- 
ible difficulty” from Fayetteville, he 
surprised and took possession of Hunts- 
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ville, capturing two liimdred prison- 
ers, fifteen locomotives, a large ainount 
of passenger and box platform cars, the 
telegraph apparatus and office, and two 
Southern mails. He had thus secured 
a portion of the Charleston and Mem- 
phis railroad. “ We have at last suc- 
ceeded, ’hsaid General Mitchell in his 
report,” in cutting the great artery of 
railway communication between the 
Southern States.” This important suc- 
cess was followed bj^ rapid movements 
upon Florence in Tennessee, Becatiir 
and Tuscumbia in Alabama, and luka 
in Mississippi. He was thus enabled 
still further to interrupt the eiiemjtg 
communication by the Memphis and 
Apr. Charleston Hailroacl, of which he 
held or commanded more than a 
hundred miles. 

At Bridgeport, in Alabama, the en- 
emy, under General E. Kirhy Smith, 
made a greater show of resistance, but 
Apr, were routed “after half an hour’s 
shelling, with a loss of sixty-three 
killed and many wounded, and leaving 
three hmidred prisoners and two pieces 
of artillery behind them as they fled 
across, The : Tennessee' River.”* ■ With 

« BrigadiCT-Oeiiei'iil Mitchell wjxs promoted to a mnjor- 
generiilslnp for Ilia energetic movements in Alabama. 

Tbe following ia a sketch of General MiteheU’s life, from 
iho'N.Y.IJenM: 

“ Acting .Major-General Ormsby McKniglit Mitcliellis a 
native of Kentucky, but entered the Military Academy 
from the State of Ohio. Ihi became a cadet at West Point 
in tbe year 182d, and gniduated on tbc llOth day of .Time, 
1820, standing No. lb in a class of forty-Bk, among whom 
were Itubcrt K. Leo and .Joseph E. Johnston, both gen- 
erals in tlie rcbe.l service. On the 1st of July, 1829, he 
was promoted to a brevet second lieutenancy in the 
Second United States Artillery, aiul during the same day 
received his full commission for that rank. On the 30th 
day of August, 1829, he was appointed Acting A.ssi.st;int 


General Halleck advancing in front, and 
Mitchell on the flank, the positi on of the 
enemy at Corintli hectime .so hazardous, 

professor of Matliematies at the Mbit, ary Academy of 
West Point, whicli position lie retained until tlie 28tb of 
August, 1S31. Ho resigned iiis military rank tm tbe 30th 
day of September, 1832. He then l.iegan tlm study <,)f tiie 
law, and practised as counsellor-at-law in the city of Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio, from 1S32 to 1834. Hu next became a 
Professor of Mathematics, Philosopb}-, and Astronomy at 
the Cinciimafi College, in Oliio, which position lie held 
for ten years — viz., from 1.834 t(.) 1841. IJuriug ttiat 
time— viz., from 183(3 to 1837 — lie was tlie Cliief En- 
gineer of tbe Little Miami llailroad, ami in 1841 was ap- 
pointed a mcmlier of (he Boai'd of WHitons (n the Military 
Academy at West Point. Ho lieeamc tlus founder and vll- 
reo(,or of the Ol)scrvat(,»ry in Ciueinnati in ,1,845, and re- 
tained the latter position for several yenrs, during whidi, 
time he edited ami puldi.><lu;d ii, noted asironomical jour- 
nal entitled the Sidemd Mmeiifjfr. From 18,17 to 1848 ho 
lield tlie po.sition of Adjutaut-tvoueral of tins .State of 
Ohio, and in 1848 was appointed the Cliief Engineer of 
the Oliio and Mississippi Itaiiroad, wbiili piesltion he held 
for some length of time. During all these years he re- 
sided in the city of Cincinnati, Ohio. 

“ Since then he has l>eci,i for some years connected 
with the Dudley Oliservatory at Albany ns director, 
which position he held when, on the occaBion of the 
grand Union meeting at Union .Si;iuai'o, h(,i made lus 
noted speech that was rendered so remarkable for its 
fiery eloquence and strong devotion to the Union. It 
was in this speech that he said : ‘ I owe allegiance to 
no particular State, and never did, and, God helping 
me, I never ulll. I owe allegiance to the Government 
of the United States. A poor boy, working my way 
with my own hands, at the age of twelve turned out to 
take care of niy.self as best I could, and, beginning by 
earning but four dollars per month, I , worked , my way on- 
ward until this glorioiis Government of tlie United State, s 
gave me a chauco at the Military Academy at West Point. 
There Handed with my knapsack on my back, and, I tell 
you God’s truth, just a quarter of a dollar in my pocket. 
There I swore allegiance to the Governraent cif the United 
State.s. I did not abjure tbe love of my (.iwn State, nor 
of iny adopted State, but high above that was proudly 
triumphant and predominant my love for our common 
country.’ 

“His siieech was continued with a fervor that hold 
his hearers enthralled, ami amiil liis nuiuirks the foJ- 
lovving words also fell from his lips : ' When the rebels 
come to their senses we will receive them with open 
arms ; hut until that time, while they are trailing our 
glorious banner in tbe dust, when they scorn it, contemu 
it, curse it, and trample it under foot, I must, smite, ami 
in God’s name I will smite, and as long as I liavo strength 
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that it was believed they would soon be 
forced, in order to extricate themselves, 


either to a desperate encounter or a 
rapid flight. 


CHAPTER XYI 


Investment of Fort Macon bj G-eneral Burnside. — Position of tlie Batteries and plan of Siege.— Summons to surrender. 
— Refusiil of the Enemy. — Fire opened. — Go-operation of Gun-boats. — Surrender of Fort Macon. — ^Losses. — Cap- 
tures. — Expeditions in North Carolina. — The Expedition to Di.smal Swamp Canal. — To Washington. — To Elizabeth 
City. — Battle of South Mills. — Co-operation of Gun-boats. 


G-bneral Burnside, after obtaining 
186 *^ possession of Beaufort, in Forth 
Carolina, without a blow, proceeded 
to invest Fort .Macon, on Bogue Island. 
This wms an old fortress of the United 
States which had been seized by the 
secessionists of Forth Carolina, at the 
outbreak of the civil war, and subse- 


quently strengthened and garrisoned by 
a force of the enemy under Colonel 
White. Havino’ landed a considerable 

O 

number of troops, composed chiefly of 
the Fourth and Fifth Rhode Island, 
and Eighth Connecticut regiments, on 
Bogue Spit, at the eastern point of 
which Fort Macon is situated, G-eneral 


I will do it * * * * I am ready, God help me, to do 
my duty. I am ready to fight iii the ranks or out of the 
ranks. Having been educated in the Academy, having 
been in the army several years, haying served as a com- 
mander of a volunteer company for ten years, and having 
served as an adjutant-general, I feel I am ready for some- 
thing. I only ask to be permitted to act ; and, in God’s 
name, give me somethmg to do ! ’ The cheers that 
greeted the close of his fervid , remarks will long be re- 
membered by those who heard them. 

“ The rush to arms had commenced, and on the 9th of 
August, 1861, Ormsby M. Mitchell was commissioned a 
brigadier-general of volunteers The honor of his ap- 
pointment was conferred on the State of New York, He 
was then ordered to report to the commander of the new 
Department of the Ohio, which embraced his native State. 
Many of the loyal Kentuckians rushed to Ms standard, 
and we soon find him in command of a brigade, next a 
division, and next a cohimn Of General Buell’s forces. He 
had previously been under, the commands of Generals 
Anderson and Sherman, in that department. The dash 
with which ho uiade his brilliant entry into llio rebels’ 
works at Bowling Green has not yet boon forgottiui, and 
circumstances, more than himself, laid prevented him from 
coming more prominently before the public ere this event. 
By the results it is jdain that after the occupation of 
Nashville he moved down the railroad leading from that 
city to Chattanooga, where ho was doubtless expected ; 
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but suddenly, and without any previous notice of his 
movements, we find his force to have turned on to a 
branch line to Fayetteville, and, by a grand forced march 
across the country, he turns up in possession of a pomt of 
their main Southern trunk line of railroad-— the rebels’ 
principal TOute of communication— 'midway between their 
two principal points of occupation at Chattanooga and 
Corinth. Here he seized a quantity of rolling stoeb, and 
by its aid ho secured ‘ one hundred miles of the rail- 
road.' Although the rebels might have conquered a 
small force at a junction or railroad station, or might 
harJ'e surmounted tlie difficulties of a broken or burned 
railroad bridge, it will not be quite as easy for them to 
arrange so thoroughly an organized plan that would enable 
them to regain one hundred miles of road in possession of 
determined Union troops. But General Mitchcdl is not 
done yet. We shall again hear of Mm. 

“ General Mtchell, like many of our more prominent 
generals, is also an author. He has sent forth, to the 
world several of the finest astronomical works, some of 
which liave been reprinted in a popular form in England 
and on the European continent. His ‘ Planetary and 
Ktfdlar Worlds' and his ‘ Popular Astrouoiuy’ (pub- 
lished by .Blakemau & Mason) have buconre text-books, 
and Ms ‘ Astronomy of the Bible’ is now in the press. 
He has also written three other works that we have been 
made acquainted with, but which we believe have not 
yet been published.” 
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Parke, who had been chosen by Gen- 
eral Burnside for the service, com- 
iiieiiced tlie construction of siege bat- 
teries. Captain Williamson, of Burn- 
sidets staff, and other engineers, having 
surveyed the ground, and sites being 
determined upon, the work began. The 
site for the first battery — there being 
three in all — was under the cover of a 
large sand-hill, about fourteen hundred 
yards from the fort, near the border of 
a inarsli which forms the northern 
side of “ Bogue Spit.’’ The work was 
niounted with four ten-inch mortars, and 
manned hy a portion of tlie First Bat- 
tei'}?' of the Tliird New York Artillery, 
under the iimiiediate command of Lieu- 
tenant Flagler, an ordnance officer of 
General BLirnside’s staff. The second 
battery was placed about a himdred 
yards in advance of the first, near the 
centre of the island. It was mounted 
with three long thirty-pound siege Par- 
rott guns,*'^* and manned by a detach- 
ment of Company 0 of the First Regi- 
ment U. S. Artillery, under the com- 
mand of Ca,ptain Lewis G. Morris. ^ The 
third and last battery was placed one 
hundred yards hirtlier in advance than 
the second, at a distance of twelve hun- 
dred yards from the fort. It was 
mounted with four eiglit-inch mortars, 
maimed by a detachment of the First 
Battery of the Third New York Artil- 


hatteries were established by means of 
trenches constmcted in the sand, and 
skirting the hillocks. On tlie flanks and 
the front, rifle-pits were dug, in whicli 
sharpshooters were posted to guard 
against sorties of the enemy. 

These works having been completed, 
and being ready to open fire, a flotilla 
of gun-boats, under Coinmander Samuel 
Lockwood, bore down and propa/red to 
take a position witliin ra,iige of tlie h>rt 
and bear their part in tlie Isombard- 
ment.'*’ Before, however, commencing 
operations, Ocneral Burnside bad an 
interview, under a iiag of truce, with 
Colonel White, tlie commander of tire 
tort, and summoned him to surrender, 
which the latter peremptorily refused to 
do, declaring that he had been placed 
in command of the fort to defend it, and 
that he intended to do so to the utmost 
of his ability. 

General Burnside awaited until the 
next morniTig, wlien at six o’clock Apr* 
he ordered the batteries to open 
fire, mid tlie gun-boats to come within 
range of the fort. Our haft cries, f ho ugh 
firing incessantly, receiveil no rcaponse 
for nearly half an liour, wdicn at hist the 
enemy began to answer hi*iskiy, 

“The firing on either side,” wrote an 
eye~witnciss,f “was for some time wdld 
and ineffiective. The hursting shells 
filled the air with wreaths of smoke, or 


^ Tho Bhot used ni tlxis battery wub of a novel cbaruc- 
ter. Bach projectile was made of Holkl cant iron, conically- 
shnped, with a blnnfc point Bome three inches in diameter, 
and the more ewpeoial object of tlie battery was to dismount 
the guns on the fort. For this object tlio flat impinging 
surface of the shot was peculiarly adapted, as it was le.s3 
liable to glance — a fault common with sharp-pointed shot. 


* 'I’he flotilla was composed of tho steamers Daylight, 
the flag-ship of Commander Lockwood, the State of Geor- 
gia, and Chippewa, and tl>e hark Gerasliok. 
f Gurrespoudent N. V. ikrald. 
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tossed the sand and water in foiinhain- creditable perseverance and energy, 
like columns. The solid sliot from onr however, the defect was so remedied 
batteries ri(30clietted along the surface that Lieutenant Flagler was enabled to 
of the water beyond the fort — those continue the firing without interruption, 
from the enemy glanced haimilessly and in the afternoon the batter}’ played 
from one sand-hill to another. But with an effect that was evidenced in the 
gradually the range on either side was decreased fire from the fort. The shells, 
attained with increasing accuracy, and too, had been purposely loaded with an 
the deadly missiles began to strike fre- unusual quantity of powder, in order to 
quently and more frequently in the make their explosion all the more terri- 
vicinit}/- of the hostile positions. So the lying to the doomed garrison, and the 
work went on till midday, when the ter- prisoners subsequently stated that it was 
rific fire of our batteries became dis- impossible for them to tell whether 
tinctly visible in its results. shells were exploding or their own guns 

During the forenoon the eight- inch discharging, such was 4:he loudness and 
mortar battery of Lieutenant Prouty shock of the report, 
bore off the palm of marksmanship. Its “The battery of Parrott guns under 
shells fell with regularity and precision command of Captain Morris, in the mean 
into the fort, and at each explosion the time, was keeping up an incessant fire 
red dirt and samd of the glacis, slopes, upon the ramparts. The difficulty of 
ramparts, parapets, and terrepleins were obtaining accurate range was for some 
dashed in a cloud many feet into the air. time experienced, and the shots either 
The flag-staff, with its defiant colors went over the fort, ricochetting across 
floating at top, was at times completelv the water toward Shackleford Banks, or 
obscured in the smoke and dust which, fell short and buried tlicmsclves in the 
3’ose with the burstiiig of the missiles, sand and glacis on its wcsterty side. 
The ten-incl'i mortnr battery wms not so But the 3’:ingc grew better with every 
successful in tlie morning. The shells ishot, aiul from, twelve o’clock until tlie 
from it burst beyond or high in air over ch.)se of the fight Captain. M'.orris seldom 
the fort, scattering the Iragments of iron failed to plant those tei'riljle (conical 
far and wide into the water, splasliing it balls among the guns, on the edges of 
up with little fountains of spray. This the ramparts, • and against tlie walls, 
want of success was owing to the slight The latter were pierced in two places, 
nature of tlie timbers used in the trav- the hails passing through into the casc- 
erses. Beams for eight-inch mortars mates. * * Wherever these shots 

had been supplied, aiid the concussion struck, they tore through with a force 
from, the much weightier metal of the that hurled fragments of iron, particles 
ten-inch mortars first started and then of brick, stones, grass sods, and sand- 
broke the timbers, until the battery was bags about in every direction. 
almost unman age able. With a most | “ The precision attained by the prac- 
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tice of the forenoon, and the facility of 
loading and firing, which even the expe- 
rience of a few hoars had given, were 
now evidenced in the successful results 
of each shot from our batteries and in 
the almost incessant nature of the dis- 
charges. 

“The scene assumed its grandest as- 
pect after two o’clock. A flash and a 
puff of smoke betokened a discharge ; 
an interval elapsed which terminated 
with the report of the piece ; then 
came the sonorous hum of the shell as 
it flew through the air ; another pufi' 
of smoke soon fallowed by a second re- 
port, and the deadly missile had ex- 
ploded.* 

“With our glasses we could distinctly 
see every manoeuvre in the fort. Their 
look-out was ensconced behind a pile of 
sand-bags upon the ramparts, and we 

*5 Therewiis an interesting interlude in the tragic drama 
of the struggle, ■which is thus pleasantly told : 

“About two o'clock Major Allen went out in a small 
boat, under a flag of truce, to return the letters written in 
reply to those received the day before. The menintbe 
fort seemed too busy to attend, and the boat, after stand- 
ing on , and off in the vicinity of Shark Shoal Point, 
returned. The boat subsequently went out (at the time 
that a signal for a cessation of hostilities was, hoisted by 
the fort) and delivered them.: Many of the letters con- 
tained exhortations and entreaties to officers and soldiers 
to prevail upon Colonel White to surrender the place 
without resistance. Others exhibited more pluck on the 
part of the Teniinine correspondents. They besought 
their friends to fight a little while, and then surrender, to 
show that they were not cowiir<ls. It must be said that 
the rehels exhibited con.sidorablo hravory. They worked 
at the guns until the only available ones wore dismounted 
or. disabled. A movement was set on foot among the 
ladies of Beaufort to iiave a petition signed by them and 
sent to Colonel WTiite, imploring him to capitulate ; but, 
owing to the brief time allowed for the return of the mail, 
it did not become general enough to secure anything like 
combined action. Several wanted to send over flowers 
and bouquets, but all articles were interdicted save let- 
ters.” 


almost fancied we could li(3ar lum ejac- 
ulate the word ‘ Down !’ as lie marked 
the approach of every shot. Its e fleet 
was like magic. As he Inmself disap- 
peared, down out of sight went the crowd 
of men around the guns, to reappear 
again when the shot had stopped its mo- 
tion and accompli sited its errand. The 
men were working like beavers, and one 
individual in a white shirt tittracted par- 
ticular attention on account of his in- 
dustry. 

“A iiumher of horses and cows that 
were browsing on the green slope of 
the fort when the firing commenced, 
becoming terrified at tlie noise, liad 
dashed away down the ‘ spit.’ Some 
of them crossed within our lines and 
were captured, while others continued 
to rush up and down in tlie sand, scared 
away alternately by the firing from the 
fort and the firing from our batteries. 

“ Little remains to tell of tlie bom- 
bardment. The garrison had at first 
responded with some seven or eiglit 
guns, exclusive of carronades, which were 
made to serve the purpose of mortars. 
The s(p:iads of ginniers could be ob- 
served passing about alternately with 
the pieces as tliey became hot under the: 
discharges. Gradually their fire slack- 
ened to four, then to three, and then to 
two guns.” 

Commander Lockwood had in the 
mean time brought Ins Hot ilia sis close 
to the front as the shallow wai.er would 
ifllow, and opened fire, hut finding that 
the sea, from a southwest wind blowing, 
caused the vessels to roll so that the 
guns became unmanageable, he “reluct- 





SURRENDER OF FORT MACON. 


antly withdrew,” after an engagement 
of about an hour and a quarter.* 

The guns of the fort were finally 
silenced, and at half-past four o’clock 
in the afternoon the enemy hoisted a 
white flag over one of their cannon. 
Two commissioners came off in a boat 
with a flag of truce, and after a short 
negotiation, terms were agreed upon, 
and Fort Macon surrendered. f The 
work was immediately occupied by the 
Federal forces. Its dismantled, ruined 
condition showed how efficient had been 
the bombardment, and testified to the 
gallantry of the garrison, which had not 


Commodore Lockwood says in his official report : 

“The lire of the enemy on the vessels from guns of 
greater range was excellent. Their shot and shell fell 
around us in every direction. Many good line shots passed 
just over and heyond us as we successively passed their 
line of fire, and we were exceedingly fortunate in receiv- 
ing so little damage. Tlie Daylight was struck b}’’ an 
eight-inch solid shot on the starboard quarter, just below 
the spar-deck, passing through several bulkheads and the 
deck below to the opposite side of the vessel in the engine- 
room, about six inche.s above the machinery, among which 
it dropped. A splinter fractured the small bone of the 
right fore-arm of Acting Tliird ilssistant Engineer Eugene 
•J. Wade, and I am haitpy to state that this was the only 
casualty that occurred.” 

t TUB TBllMS OB CABITDV.ATION. 

The following are the terms of Cfipitnlation agreed npon 
for the surrender, to the forces of the United States, of 
Eort Macon, Hogue Banks, North Carolina : 

“ AiiTici.K 1. The fort, armament, and garrison to be 
surrendered to the forces of the United States. 

“ Aiit. 2. The officers and men of tlio garrison to be re- 
leased on their parole of honor not to take up arms against 
the United States of .tlinerica until pnjjierly cxclianged, 
and to return to their homes, taking witli them all their 
private effects, such as clothing, bedding, books, etc. 

“ M. J. White, 

“ Colonel G. S. A., commanding Port Macon. 
“John Gt. Pakkb, 

Brigadier-General Volunteers, commanding Tliird Di- 
vision, Department of North Carolina. 

“ Samumb Lockwood, 

“ Commander U. S. N., and senior 'officer. 

“Poet Macon, N. C., Ap)il2(}, 1802.” 


surrendered until resistance had become 
impossible. The loss of the enemy 
in men was seven killed and eighteen 
wounded, while that of the Unionists 
was but one killed and two wounded. 
Besides a strong fort commanding the 
important harbor of Beaufort, the United 
States captured 20,000 pounds of pow- 
der, 150 ten-inch shells, 250 thirty-two 
pound shot, 150 eight-inch shot, and 400 
stand of arms. 

Greiieral Burnside continued with un- 
abated energy to send out expeditions^' 
from his main basis of of>e rations at 

* Another naval expedition, consisting of a single ves- 
sel, was dispatched by Commander E.owan to Washington, 
North Carolina. This, though unopposed, deserves a rec- 
ord for the interesting development of returning loyalty 
of the people, as stated in the following official report to 
Commander Rowan : 

“United States STEtVMEii Louisiana,) 
Washington, N. C., 3Iarch 26, 1862. j 

“ SiE — In obedience to j’our orders of the 20th inst., I 
proceeded to this place, arriving at the obstructions about 
live miles below on the morning of the 21st. The naval 
column consisted of this vessel, the Delaware, Lieutenant 
Commanding Quackenbush, and the Commodore Perry, 
Lieutenant Commanding Pliusser. We were accompanied 
to til 0 obstructions by the steamer Admiral, army trans- 
port, with eight companies of tiie Twenty -fourth Rogi- 
iiieut Massachusetts Volunteers, Colonel Steven.soii, and a 
small tug boat. We met with no resistance, the batte- 
rie.s having been abandoned and their arinanient removed 
by blasting and other processes. We soon forced a chan- 
nel through the piles, though they laid been driv'eu very- 
deep in triple row, and cut off three feet below the 
Burtace. 

“ At eleven o’clock last night wc anuved off the town, 
the Delawa,re bringing up from the transport the field 
oOicers, tivo companies, and a regimental band, 'iflie au- 
thorities, with many of the citizens, met us on .tlie wharf, 
where I briclly explained to them the object of our visit. 
The military formed and we proceeded to the court-house, 
where, with all the ceremonies, we hoisted the ‘ Flag of 
the Union.’ The troops returned to the Delaware witli 
unbroken ranks. 

“ I found on further consultation with the authorities, 
on whom I made my demand for the restoration of the Kat- 
teras Light property, that, underlying an a.ppareut acejni- 
escence of the people of the toivn and neiglihorhood in per- 



with the view of ]jlo<:;lviiig up the Alhe- 
inarle and 01\eHa|)ea,ke Canal at the 
moutli of tlie Nortli liiver. ^Fho expe- 
dition, after sailing, was joined by the 
Bhawshene, towing a scJiooner lilled witli 
sand. 

The result of his operations is thus 
stated by Commander Rowan : 

‘‘On the afternoon of the 23d (April), 
fifty men were hiiided on caidi bank, 
while a launch, with a lieax'y twelve- 
pounder, was sent up tlie ea,nal, and 
witli tins force we moved uji two miles, 
examining tlie lia^nks to find the best 
place :for operation. I eomduded to 
place tlie obstructions neai‘ the. moutli, 
that the men, while a,t work, miglit lie 
under cover of the guns of llie steam- 
ers, and the enemy be prevent, e<l from 
moving it. The schooner wa;S sunk just 
inside of the canal, and with brusli, 
stumps, rails, trunks of trees, and earth, 
the passage was obstructed from the 
schooner about fifty yards above. We 
were occupied from noon till sunset of 
the 23d, and from T.SO a.m. till half an 
hour after sunset of the 24th. Eartli 
was thrown in liy liand as tar as could 
he, but we bad uo wheelbarrows to carry 
it into the middle.''''^* 


hlewbern. A land force having dis- 
embarked at Cobb’s Point for tlie 
purpose of destroying the locks of 
the Dismal Swamp Canal, but retiring 
without accomplishing the object, Com- 
mander Rowan was dispatched with a 
flotilla of steamhoats to try their efli- 
ciency. Ho accordingly started from 
Apr. Ids station olf Elizabeth City, in 
2'h the Lockwood, accompanied by the 
Whitehead and Putnam, each with “ an 
officer and a detachment of men on 
hoard.” The Lockwood had in tow the 
scliooner Emma Slade with apparatus 
for blowing u],) the hanks of the canal, 


mitt.ing' tht! bnilding of gim-lioats and tlio construction of 
liatteries to repel the approach of the Fedtn’nl forces, was a 
deep-rooted affection for the oh I Union, and not a little ani- 
mosity for its enemies, the latter clement not being dimin- 
islied hy the importation of troops from a distant State. 
The result of this state erf affairs was, as could he aiitici- 
jiated, the aha,ndonment of its detciiee.s hy the troops, fol- 
lowed liy the destruction of what remained of Confederate 
property liy the people. The launched gun-boat luid been 
towed several miles up the river, loaded with turpentine, 
and fired the night of our arrival. A few hundred bush- 
els of meal and corn left in the commissary store were dis- 
tributed to the poor by my orders. The most valuable 
part of the Hatteras Light property, the lenses, have been 
taken to Farboi-ough, liut I have hopes of their recovery 
through the instrumentality of the people of Washington. 
The rest of the property is secured with channel buoys 
and moorings 

“In addition to the batteries on either side of the ob- 
structions, the euertiy have thrown up breast-works east 
of the town, joining and extending half a mile. They 
also had fortified their camp, wliich commanded the high 
rojid. A sketch of the river, from llni ol)struc,tions t.i> (be 
hridgo alnn-o the town, is iuel().sod ; it includes all the 
fortifications. 

“ The ■\Vi)ods and swamps in this and Hyde County are 
represented as being alive with refugee.^ fr<uu (he draft ; 
3nany of them, encouraged by our presence, came in. 
They are deep and hitter in tlieir donuiiciations of the 
secession hercsj’', and promise a regiment, if called, to aid 
in the restoration of the flag. I am, very respectfully, 
your obeilient servant, A. Muiiuay, 

“ Lieutenant Oomrnanding Column. 

“ To Commiuider S. 0. Row.cn, Commanding Naval 
Forces, Albemarle and Pamlico Sounds, Noj’th Carolina." 


® “ Prof. Mailbd'ovt, of tin* New York Siibninrine Miigi- 
necring Company, and bis assistiints were of tlie greatest 
assistiuice to me," says (lummainU'r Rowan; “indeed, 1 
was merely governed by his advice, as ho is more familiar 
with this sort of work than I am. He is of ojduiun that 
it will rccpiire two or three luonths’ labor witli ti ilrcdg- 
ing macliine. to remove what we have pliu'ed in a day and 
ii half. He says it will be easier and I'heuper to cut a new 
outlet than to remove the obsirtiction. The rcliels have, 
Itliink, no thought of using tbe canal, ns they have them- 
selves been obstructing it tibove and below the bridge. It 
would be well to serul a steamer there daily until the luin* 
her is well water-soaked and sunk.” 


A DEMONSTRATION AGAINST NORFOLK. 


A more imposing expedition, consist- 
ing of the Twenty -first Massachusetts, 
Fifty-first Pennsylvania, portions of the 
Ninth and Eighty-ninth New York and 
Sixth New Hampshire, under the com- 
mand of Cfeneral Reno, after rendevous- 
ing at Roanoke Island, proceeded to 
Elizabeth City, with the view of making 
a demonstration against Norfolk. ^The 
Apr. troops disembarked at midnight, 
about three miles below, and on the 
east side of the town. At three o’clock 
in the morning, Colonel Hawkins ad- 
vanced with his brigade, consisting of 
the Ninth and Eighty-ninth New York 
and Sixtli New Hampshire, toward South I 
Mills, while General Reno awaited at 
the landing to bring up the rest of the 
troops. At seven a.m. the Geneial began 
his inarch for South Mills, and when 
about twelve miles on his route, overtook 
the brigade of Colonel Hawkins, who, 

“ by the treachery or incompetency” of 
his guide, had missed his way, and been 
thus delayed in his advance. Hawkins 
men appearing much Jaded by their long 
march, they were ordered to fall in the 
rear, and General Reno took the ad- 
vance himself with the Massachusetts 
and Pennsylvania regiments, leading the 
whole force to within a mile and a half 
of South ]\Iills. 

“The rebels,” states General Reno offi- 
cially, ‘ ‘ opened upon us with artillery 
before my advanced guard discovered 

them. I immediately reconnoitred their 

position, and found that they were 
posted in an advahtageous position m a 
line perpendicular to the road, their in- 
fantry in ditches and their artillery com- 


manding all the direct approaches, and 
their rear protected by a dense forest. 

I ordered the Fifty-first Pennsylvonia 
immediately to file to the right and pass 
over to the edge of the woods to turn 
their left. I also ordered the Twenty- 
first Massachusetts to pursue the same 
course 5 and when Colonel Hawkins 
came up with his brigade, I sent him with 
the Ninth and Eighty-ninth New York to 
their support. The Sixth Nev ITampshiie 
were formed in line to the left of the 
road, and ordered to support our four 
pieces of artillery. Owing to the ex- 
cessive fiitigue of the men, they could 
not reach their position for some time. 
In the mean time the enemy kept up a 
brisk artillery fire, which was gallantly 
responded to by our small piecCvS nuclei 
charge of Colonel Howard, of the Coast 
Guard, who, during the entire engage- 
ment, displayed most conspicuous gal- 
lantry, and rendered very efficient sei- 
vice both during the action and upon 
the return-— he bringing up the real. 
As soon as the Fifty- first Pennsylvania 
and Twenty-first Massachusetts liad suc- 
ceeded in turning their left, they opened 
a; brisk musketry fire, and about tlie 
same time the Ninth New York also 
coming in range, and being too eager to 
engage, unfortunately charged upon the 
enemjds artillery. It was a most gal- 
lant charge, but they were exposed to a 
most deadly fire of grape and mmdeetry, 
and were forced to retire, but rallied mi- 
me diately upon the Eiglity-nmth New 
Yorki I then ordered both regiments 
to form a junction with the Twenty-first 

Massachusetts. In the mean time the 





THE WAR WITH THE SOUTH, 




EXPEDITIOUS TO NEW OELEAHS. 


CHAPTER XVII. 

Expedition to New Orleans. — Composition and leaders of land and naval forces. — Eendezvous at Skip Island. — Arrival 
of General Butler. — Mortar Fleet under Captain Porter. — Tiie E.xpedition at tke mouths of the Mississippi.— 
Defences of the Enemy.— Forts Jackson and St, Philip. — Defences in the upper part of the river. — Enemy’s land 
force. —Commanders of the Enemy’s forts. — Position of the Union fleets. — Fire-rafts. — Their extinguishment. — ■ 
I’ire opened. — ^Movements of Butler. — Bold resolution of Farragut. — ^Destruction of the Enemy’s Okeveaux de Frise . — 
More Fire-rafts. — Passage of the Enemy’s Ports by Farragut. — Naval conflict. — Farragut before New Orleans. — 
Surrender of the City. — Outrages of the Inhabitants.— Surrender of Forts Jackson and St. Philip. — Condition of the 
w'orks. — Losses. — Destruction of Property. — General Butler in New Orleans. — Proclamation in regard to blockade 
by President Lincoln. 


The EederaT G-overnineiit contiiiiied 

■to avail itself of it.s great naval re- 
1862 * , . 

sources by seiidmg immense expe- 
ditions to attack tlie Southern sea-board. 
The most imposing of these was that 
sent to the mouths of the Mississippi, 
with the view of capturing Xew Orleans. 
The expedition consisted of a large land 
force under G-eneral Butler, of a fleet of 
sloops of war and gun-boats, amounting 
to twenty- three in all, and commanded 
by Commodore David E. Earragut, and 
a flotilla* of twenty-one mortar ves- 

The following comprised the fleet : 

Fhig-ship Ihirtford, twenty-six guns, Captain Eichard 
Waiuwriglit ; Executive Officer, Lieutenant J. S, Thorn- 
ton. 

Steam sloop Brooklyn, twenty-six guns, Captain Thomas 
T. Craven ; Executive Officer, Lieutenant E. B. Lowry. 

Steam sloop Ilichiuoud, twentj^-cight guns, Captain 
James Aldeu. 

Steam sloop Mississippi, sixteen guns. Captain M. Smith ; 
Executive Oilicer, Lieutenant Dewey. 

Steam sloop Varuna, ten guns, Captain Charles S. 
Boggs. 

Steam sloop Pensacola, twenty-four guns. Captain Henry 
W. Morris ; Executive Officer, Lieutenant Francis Koe. 

Steam sloop Oneida, eleven guns. Commander S, Phil- 
lips Lee ; Executive Officer, Lieutenant Sicord, 

Steam sloop Iroquois, nine guns, Commander John De 
Camp ; Executive Officer, David B. Harmony. 
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sels, commanded by Captain David D. 
Porter. 

Gun-boat Westfield, six gums, Captain Wm. B. EenshaAV. 

Gun-boat Katalidiu, six guns. Lieutenant Commanding 
George Preble. 

Gun-boat Pinola, five guns, Lieutenant Commtmding 
Cro.sby. 

Gun-boat Cayuga, five guns, Lieutenant Commanding 
Napoleon Harrison. 

Gun-boat Clifton, five guns. 

Gun-boat Itasca, five guns, Lieutenant Conimaadiiig 
0. H. B. Caldwell, 

Gun-boat Kennebeck, five guns. Lieutenant Command- 
ing John EusselL 

Gun-boat Kanawha, five guns, Lieutenant Command- 
ing John Febiger. 

Gun-boat Soiota, six guns, Lieutenant Commanding 
Edward Donaldson. 

Gun-boat Miami, six guns. Lieutenant Commanding 
A. D. Harroll. 

Gim-boat Owasco, five guns. Lieutenant Commanding 
John Guest. 

Gun-boat '\7inona, four guns, Lieutenant Commanding 
Edward T. Nichols ; K.vecaitive Officer, John G. Walker. 

Gun-hoat Wissaliickon, five guns, Lieutenant Com- 
manding Albert N. Smith. 

Gun-boat Kineo, five guns, Lieutenant Commanding 
George H. Eansom. 

Schooner Kifctatimiy, nine guns, Acting Volunteer Lieu- 
tenant Lamson. 

The mortar flotilla and some vessels which co-operated 


with it are comprised in the follr 
Steara guu-boat Owasco, Lieutt 


iwing- list : 

mant Guest Commanding. 


PIRST, OK linn DIVISION. 


1. Norfolk Packet, flag-ship of First division— Lieuten- 
ant Watson Smith, Comimmder ; Edgar 0. Merriman, 
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THE WAR WITH THE SOUTH 


noitring in force the coasts of .Missis- 
sippi and Louisiana, and laJdiig posses- 
sion of Biloxi, Mississippi City, and Pass 
Christian, at the entrance of tlie bay of 
St. Louis, which leads to Ijake Borgne. 

Commander Farragut,**’ after a long 
delay by storms and the low state of the 
water, was finally prepared, with the 
co-operation of the niorta.r dot ilia under 


The troops had been long mustering 
at the rendezvous on Ship Island, when 
Major-Generar Butler joined them with 
reinforcements on the 20th of March, 
and assiinied the chief command. This 
land force, however, remained compara- 
tively inactive, while awaiting the arrival 
of the fleets with which it was to co-oper- 
ate. Little was done beyond recon- 


Acting Master; A. D. Judson, Assistant Surgeon ; W. 
Pergnson, Captain’s Clerk. 

2. Oliver H. Lee — ’Wasliiugton Godfrey, Acting Master. 

3. Para — ^George H. Ilord, Acting Master. 

4. (1 P. Williams— Amos E. Lfingthein, Acting Master. 

5. Orlettn — Thomas U. Smitli, Acting Ma.stcr. 

6. William Bacon— William P. Eogers, Acting Master. 

SI'.C<3NI), on BlitlE lilVIsrON. 

1. T. A Ward, llag-sliip of Second division— laen ten- 
ant Walter W. Queen, Commander ; J. Duncan Graham, 
Acting Master ; A, A. Hocliling, Assistant Surgeon ; 
Archer Tevis, Captain’s Clerk. 

2. Sidney 0. Jones— Eohert Adams, Acting M;istcr; 

3. Matthew Vas.sar— Hugh II. Savage, Acting Master. 

4. Maria J. Carlton — Charles E. Jack, Acting Master. 

5. Orvetta— Francis E. Blanclmrd, Acting Master. 

6. Adolph ITugel — Hollis B. Jenks, Acting Master. 

7. George Maugham — John Collins, Jr , A.cting Master. 

Tiiiun, on ■wiutb division. 

1. Horace Beales, flag-ship of Third division— Lienten- 
aut E. Eatidolph Breese, Commander ; Oeorge W. Sum- 
ner, Acting JIasier ; Eohert T. Ecles, Assistant Surgeon; 
Albert W. Bacon, Captain’s Clerk. 

2. John Griiliths — Henry Brown, Acting Master. 

3. Sarah Bruin — Abraham Christian, Acting Master. 

4. Eacer — Alviu Phinney, Acting Master. 

6. Sea E’oam —Henry E. Williams, Acting Master. 

0. Henry James — Lewis Pennington, Acting Master, 

7. Dan Smith — George W. Brown, Acting Master. 
Steamer Harriot Lane, Lieutenant Waiuwright cominand- 

ing, flag-ship of Commander D. D. Porter, commander of 
the flotilla. 

Schooner T, A. Ward — W. W. Queen, Jjicuteuant Com- 
inandiug ; A, Travis, Captain's Clerk; J. D. Graham, 
Acting Master and Executive Officer ; J, Van Buskirk, 
G. W. Wood, and W. Hatch, Master's Mates. 

Schooner Sidney 0, Jones— Eohert Adams, Acting Mas- 
ter commanding ; E. M. Metcalf, Master’s Mato and 
Executive Officer ; W. C. Graham and T. L. Cortelyou, 
Master’s Mates. 

Scliooner Matthew Vassar, Jr. — Hugh H. Savage, Acting 
Master comm and ing ; G. S. Hein, Acting Master and 
Exerntive Officer; D. H. Griswold and ■W.,H. Renfiekl, 
Acting Master’s Mates'. ■ - i j 


Schooner Orvetta .Adams, Acting 'Master com- 

iimnding ; Enos 0. Atlanns, Masl'cr’s Male and Executive 
Officer ; Sandfeird Eandall, Muster’s Mate. 

Schooner Adolpli Hiigid --It. B. Jacks, Aetiiig Mnsti'r 
couinuiuding 5 I’eler OeeUtT, Muster’s Male and E.xi;eiiHvo 
Officer; Silas S. Pardt'e and Frank l.liivis. Master’s Mates. 

Scliooner OiMirge .Ahingliaiii — Jolni Coliitm, Acting Mas- 
ter ceiumiualing ; J. .M. Eieliards, Maker's Mate and 
Executive Officer ; Samuel .V. O'drieu .and W. Davis, Mas- 
ter’s Mates. 

Biirkentine Horace Beales--. K. E, Piveese. Lieutenant 
Coimuuniliiig ; E.’W. Summu’, Executive Ollieer; Eeles, 
Surgeon. 

Schooner John Griffith - Henry Itronn, Aeling Muster 
commanding : .1. M. Camhy, Executive Oitiem-; Miwter’s 
Mates — T. II. Loversaler, 4'k Booth. 

Schooner Sarah Bnieii , Ai ting Miister coja- 

iiianding ; Ma.ster’s Mates--M, 0. Eyder, Svlvester How- 
land, J. S. Hyde. 

Schooner Eacer— Acting Master A. rhiuney command- 
ing; ^raster’s Mates -E T. Martin, 11. G, Whllmore, 
E. C. (Jorey. 

Brig SoaEuam— Acting Master II. E Williiini.s coimuiind- 
iug ; Master’s Matos- J. L. Perkins, A. Felix, J. Moss. 

Schooner Henry .bines —Acting Master L. W. ileining' 
ton commanding; blaster’s Mates— ll. N. Spates, A. Soper, 
Z, Predmore. 

Schooner Daniel Htnith — Acting Master G. W. Brown 
coniinamling ; Master’s Miites-“F, W. Town, Executive 
Officer; E Gabriclson, B. Sommers. 

Flag-Oliicer Dili id E. Farragut was horn in 'ronnes- 
see, ami was ajipointed a midhliipmun lor that Slate. He 
entered the service on the IJtli of Deocinbev, 1810. .lie 
was in the Essex with Coininodove Porter in the engage- 
ment hetwcon that vessel and the British nieu-of-wa,r the 
Phoebe and Cherub off Valparaiso during the, war of 1812, 
when, though a mere lad, he greatly (Ustinguished him- 
self. He is now sixty-oue years of age, but retains (.he 
vigor and spirit of his early life. He has been in the navy 
fifty-two years. . 






















TllK ENEMY’S DEFENCES, 


Oa.pt, I). Porter,*'* wlrieli had in the 
me ail time arrived, to enter the passes 
of the Mississippi and commence opera- 
tions upon tlie formidable defences of 
the enemy on that I’iver. G enei*al But- 
ler at the same time embarked a large 
force consisting of about six thousand 
men, and moved down toward the mouth 
of the Mississippi, prepared to land them 
at the proper moment for co-operation 
with the tleet. 

The enemy had made formidable pre- 
parations fir the defence of tfie ap- 
proiudies to New Orleans. Tliey already 
])ossessed in the Federal torts, which 
liad been seized by the insurgents on 
the secession, of Ijouisiana, two of the 
most skilfully conslructcd and st.rongcst 
works on the Amen can coast. Tliese 
were Fort. Jackson and Fort Bt. Philip. 
Tlie former is on tlie light or west bank 
of tbe Mississip])!, about twenty-five 
miles from the heads of the passes 
through which tliat river flows into the 
Gulf of Alexico. The work is built of 
brick, and is bastioned and casemated. 
It was constructed for one hundred and 
fifty guns, of whicli thirty were to he 
en harbette. When seized by the people 
of Louisiana fho work was incomplete, 
hut the cueiny diligently strove to per- 
fect its defences. Of vast extent, it is 

^ Oonimiuuler David I). Porter was born ia Ponnsyl vaiiia. 
His fiitbcr was tire Riilliiiit Commodore Porter of the Essex, 
whoso (Tuiso in the Paeilic and fierce fii^dit with the 
British momof-war ofi' Valparaiso became so memorable. 
Commander Porter entered the navy on the 2d of Fohru- 
ary, 1820, since which he lia« been in. various service, 
scientific and naval. He served in the Gulf of Mexico 


capable of cmitainiiig a garrison of six 
to eight hundred men. The IJnited 
States Government had spent about a 
million of dollars in its construction. 

Port St. Philip is opposite to Port 
Jackson, on the left or east hank of 
the Mississippi Biver. It is a strong 
casemated work, and mounts one hun- 
dred and fifty guns. To it are attached 
a lower and upper exterior battery with 
twenty-eight guns each. It cost the 
Government about three hundred thou- 
sand dollars. It is capable of holding a 
garrison of six hundred men. The 
enemy strengthened it greatly, and suh- 
stituted a number of colunihiads for its 
old guns.*** In addition to these forts 
commanding the mouths of the Missis- 
sippi, there were equally elahorate 
works constructed by the United States 
Government, and strengthened by the 
enemy, to defend the approaches to 
New Orleans by the bayous and lakes to 
the southeast of the city. These various 
fortifications had been repaired and per- 
fected under the skilful supervision of 
General Beauregard, when serving as 
an engineer officer in the United States 
army. Such was their strength and 
commanding position, that they were 
reputed to be capable of “beating off 
any navy in the world.” 

The enemy had still fiirther guarded 
tlie ascent of the Mississippi by stretch- 
ing diagonally across, below Ports Jack- 
son and Philip, and within, command of 
their fire, a chain supported by rafts 

® Fort St. Philip is a ooinpa.rativel}’' old fortification. It 
• was bombarded in ISl 5 by the British, when held hy a 
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and vessels, and deftnided by earth-works 
at each end on the banks of the river. 
Just above were kept moored rafts and 
hulks laden with pitch and tiirpentiiie, 
ready to send down with the How of the 
river against any vessels attempting to 
ascend. 

Beyond Forts St. Philip and Jackson, 
toward New Orleans, there was a series 
of batteries and earth-works, but of little 
importance. In addition to these sta- 
tionary means of defence, the enemy 
had a considerable flotilla of vessels of 
war. These numbered about fifteen in 
all, among wliich there wore the M'anaa- 
sas “ram,” the Louisiana, a floating bat- 
tery, and several iron-clad gun-boats. 

A. considerable force of troops, sup- 
posed to be about ten thousand strong, 
was encamped in and about New Or- 
leans, under the command of Mansfield 
Lovell, a native of the District of Co- 
lumbia, formerly an officer in the United 
States army, now a brigadier-general in 
the Confederate service. The general 
command of the river defences was held 
by Johnson K. Duncan, a native of 
Pennsylvania, also a former officer of 
the United States army, and now a 
general in the service of the enemy. 
The immediate commander of Forl-s St. 
Philip and Jackson wns Edward Hig- 
gins, by birtli a Virginian, formerly a 
lieutenant in the United States navy, 
and now a lieutenant-colonel of artillery 
in the Confederate army.'^' 

* These tlu’ee officers were well known at the North, 
having been employed in the city of New York in various. 
, civil capacities. Lovell and ’Danr.'an were in the Street 
Commissioner’s Department, and Higgins commanded the 
passenger steamers tbe'Hermann and Vanderbilt, 


After tlie fleets had remained tor over 
a montli at tlie head of (he })asses of tlie 
Mississippi, engaged in reconnoitring, 
sounding, testing the range of the guns, 
and otherwise jircpariiig for an attack 
upon the enemy, they finally moved up 
the Mississippi, and took a position 
about two miles below Forts Jackson 
and St. Philip. Fourteen of the mortar 
boats were arranged in line close to the 
margin of tlie western bank of the Mis- 
sissippi, where a dense strip of forest ex- 
tends, which with the aid of the bend of 
the river served to bide them somewhat 
from the torts. To render tlie floats still 
less discernible, the luills were daubed 
with the mud of tlie turlud M ississippi, 
and tlie masts and spars hung with, bouglis 
of trees. Bix of the mortav boats were 
stationed on the oast hank of tlie river, 
where there was a long and open stretch 
of level swamp, Tlio first s<.‘liooner in 
the line on the western side was sta- 
tioned a little less than a< mile and three- 
quarters from Fort Jackson, and the 
thirteen others lay astern of her, with 
the bowsprit of each overlapping the 
taffrail of the one immediately in ad- 
vance. The vessels across tlie river 
were in full view of Fort Ht, Philip, 
whence they were distant nearly two 
miles and a half. The frigates and gun- 
boats, with the latter in advamie, kept 
nearer the centre of the Mississippi, be- 
tween the long line of mortar boats 
under the western bank, and tlie seven 
on the eastern. 

When the fleets had taken, their 
position, the enemy commenced to 
send down the rapid current of the river 


FIRE OPENED BY THE ENEMY. 


their fire-rafts, consisting of flat boats 
heaped with blazing pine wood, resin, 
and other combustibles. These were, 
however, easily disposed of by Com- 
mander Porter before they effected any 
mischief. A number of small boats were 
got out, manned, fitted with grapnel 
ro|)es, fire buckets, and axes, ready to 
seize upon the burning rafts, arrest their 
dangerous progress, and extinguish the 
flames. 

After this preliminary and unsuccess- 
ful attempt with their rafts, the enemy 
opened lire from Fort Jackson at nine 
Api*, o’clock in the morning, which was 
instantly returned by the mortar 
fleet and the gun-boats. The shot of 
the enemy at first fell short, but after 
an hour’s practice they exceeded the 
range. The cannonade on both sides 
increased in intensity, and continued 
unabated the whole day. The six mor- 
tar vessels on the left or eastern bank 
of the Mississippi were towed next 
morning to the opposite side of the 
river, and stationed in the rear of the 
rest of the flotilla. Three of them had 
been struck, but not a man on board in- | 
jured. The gun-boats in advance with ! 
the sloop-of-war Iroquois seemed to be 
selected as the special target of the 
enemy, and were subjected to the hot- 
test of the fire. They escaped, how- 
ever, with only a man or two wounded. 

The fire on our side was kept up so 
briskly that the enemy were hardly able 
to stand to their barbette guns, and 
some wood-work in Fort Jackson was 
for a time in a blaze. In the mean 
time G-eneral Butler had entered the 


mouths of the Mississippi with his trans- 
ports, carrying about ten thousand 
troops, '‘V ready to land and assist 1^® 
in the capture of the forts. Butler had 
left Ship Island on the IGtli of April, 
and arrived off Pass a I’O litre on the 
next day ; but as there was not suffi- 
cient water for the large vessels to cross 
the bar, they were dispatched to the 
Southwest Pass, where all, with the ex- 
ception of the G-reat Republic, entered 
the Mississippi on the 18th. 

The engagement between the Union 
fleetsf and the enemy’s forts having con- 

The following is a list of the transports and troops : 

On the steam-transport Mississippi — Major-General But- 
ler and staff. Twenty-sixth Massachusetts Regiment, 
Colonel Jones ; Thirty -first Massachusetts, Colonel Good- 
ing ; Everett’s Sixth Massachusetts battery. 

On the steam-transport Matanzas— Brigadier-General 
Phelps and staff. Ninth Connecticut Regiment, Colonel 
Cahill, and Holcomb’s Second Vermont battery. 

On the sailing-transport Great Republic— Brigadier- 
General Williams and staff. Twenty-first Indiana Regi- 
ment, Colonel McMillen ; Fourth Wisconsin Regiment, 
Colonel Paine, and the Sixth Michigan Regiment, Colonel 
Cortinas. 

On the sailing-transport North America — Thirtieth Mas- 
sachusetts Regiment, Colonel Dudley; one company 
Reed’s and one company of Duri vage’s cavalry. 

On the transport-ship E. Wilde Farley— Twelfth Con- 
necticut Regiment, Colonel Doming. 

t The following was the order promulgated : 

“GENERAL ORDER. 

“ United States Flag-Ship Hartford, Mississippi ) 

RiAmii, AywiZ 20, 1802. j 

“ The Flag-Officer having heard all the opinions ex- 
pressed by the different commanders, is of the opinion that 
whatever is to be done will have to be done quickly, or we 
will be again reduced to a blockading squadron, without 
the means of carrying on the bombardment, as we have 
nearly expended all the shells and fuses, and material for 
making cartridges. He has always entertained the same 
opinions which are expressed by Commander Portei ^that 
is, that there are three modes of attack, and the question 
is, which is the one to he adopted ? His own opinion is, that 
a combination of tbe two should be made, viz. . The forts 
should be run— and when a force is once above the forts 
to protect the troops, they should be landed at Quarantine 
from the Gulf side, by bringing tliem through the bayou ; 
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sides, witlioiit appiircntly produc- 
ing any decisive rosull. on eiflier, Goin- 
inodore Farragut on the third day (*a,nio 
to the bold decision to run du3 gauntlet 
of the torts and pass up to tlie city of 
New Orleans, in spite of their guns. 

Previous, however, to luaJving tlie 
daring attempt of running |:>ast the forts, 
it was necesstvry tc) get rid of th (3 cdiaiii 
which the enemv liad stixdx'hed across 
the river. Accordingly, during the 
idght of the 20tli of April, Oapt jiiu j|p|., 
Pell, with two gun-boats, the Itasca, 
and Pinola, piandderl wiili, a])paratiis 
and material tor explosion under water, 
in charg(3ofM. Maillelbii,, famous for 
his submarine operations, was sent up 
to destro}^ the chain. The vessels ar- 
rived al> tlicir dest ination in sahdy, and 
succeeded in cutting arlrift two of tlio 
Imlks to which tlie chain was attaclied, 
but the intended ex|)losiou hiiled iu con- 
sequence of some derarigenient of the 
apparatus. In the mean time the mor- 
tar flotilla kept up a continuous bom- 
ba, rdmcnt of the forts, in orthu* to divert 
them from the operations on the cliain. 
One of the gnn-boats was for a wdiile 
ashore, hut snc(*eeded linally hy throw- 
ing overboard hei’ guns in gidting afloat, 
and both retui’ued in safety to the thmt 
below. Their obj(!(!t had been only par- 
tially accomplished. 

Before dawn of day on llie next morn- 
ing, the enemy sent dowm another 
fire-raft, which with a favorable 21. 
wind and the strong current of the 
river descended with great s])eed, and 
throatoiied with its burning mass mucli 
mischief. Coming in contact with one 


tinned for two days and nights, during 
wliicli the fire wa,s l^ept up briskly on 


and tlK'U our foroey should move up tlio river, mutually 
aiding each other, as it 0111 be doiie. to advantage. 

“When, in the opiuiou of the Flag-Oflioer, the pro- 
pitious time has arrived, the signal will he made to weigh 
and advance to the conflict. If in his opinion, at the time 
of arriving at the re.spective positions of the different di- 
visions of the fleet, we. have the advantage, he will make 
the signal for ‘ close action,’ and abide the result, conquer 
or to he conquered, drop anclior or keep under weigh, tis 
in his opinion is best. ‘Unless the signal ahove-meutioned 
is made, it will he understood that the lirst order of sail- 
ing will 1)6 formed after leaving Port St. Philip, and we 
will proceed up the river, iu accordance wdth the original 
opinion expressed. 

‘ ‘ The programme of the orders of sailing accompanies 
this general oirhu-, and the commanders will hold them- 
selves in readiness for tlie service as indicated. 

FIllS'l’ OltBER OF FLiail’— IVINK AltF.AI). 

Semi 1(1 I’ird 

Second Division of First Division of Division Divixion 
Uun hoots. (Jun-lMstts, of Skips, if Skips. 


SEOOSI) ouimu OF FLUEX. 

First Division 
<f Ships. 


Semnd .Dkmon if 

OlM-blSltS. 


Secoiui 
Division of 
Ship.'i. 


First Division of 
Oun-boals. 


Very respectfully, )a)ur obedient servant, 

“U. Q', FAUKAQor, Flag-Officcr, 

“ "Western Gulf Blooluiding Squadron. 


Ati!i;#eii fire uyon 


1 







of the gun-boats, it slightly injured her ; 
hut the raft was soon grappled with by 
the guard-boats and towed out of harm’s 
way. As the morning advanced, one 
of the enemy’s gun-boats came down, 
apparently in search of the hulk that had 
been cut adrift from the chain, with the 
view of returning it to its place, but was 
soon forced back by the lire of the Union 
fleet without accomplishing her purpose. 

The lire was still kept up hardly with- 
out ceasing between the forts and the 
fleets. The mortar boats had already 
on the fourth day thrown about four 
thousand shells, each firing about eigiity 
a day. The forts were hardly less busy, 
and their shots fell thickly and con- 
stantly among the Federal vessels, but 
without effecting any damage beyond 
sinking one of the mortar schooners, 
though fortunately without the loss of a 
single man. Yarious attempts of the 
enemy to repair their chain were pre- 
vented by the well-aimed fire of the 
Union gun-boats and mortar fleet, and 
their armed vessels were compelled to 
keep out of range above the forts, while 
one of their supply steamers was blown 
up by a shell. 

On the fifth day there was again the 
Apr« same constant firing, in the course 
22. of which the Oneida was struck on 
the deck by a shell, which exploded and 
tore off the left leg and arm of the sig- 
nal quartermaster. In the course of the 
day a raft of logs with iron cables at- 
tached came floating down the river, 
supposed to have been connected wuth 
the chain, which appeared thus to bo 
falling to pieces. In order to complete 


its destruction a gim-hoat was sent at 
night, under the guidance of a deserter 
from the enemy, to try again the effect 
of the submarine apparatus for explo- 
sion, and to cut the levee or dyke of 
the river above the forts. This expe- 
dition, however, returned without effect- 
ing anything. 

During the next day, the sixth of the 
hoinhardment, the enemy, though j|p|., 
they sent down another fire-raft, 23. 
which, like the others, did no damage, 
kept so silent with their guns that it 
seemed as if the forts were abandoned. 
They sent down, however, a small 
steamer to reconnoitre the Union fleets, 
evidently expecting some momentous 
movement, and twelve of the enemy’s 
armed vessels could he seen hovering 
about above the forts, as if on the alert 
for an attack. Their suspicions were 
well founded. Commodore Farragat 
was about carrying ont his daring ma- 
noeuvre of passing the forts. lYe quote 
from a chronicler’*’ who was on hoard 
the flag- ship, and witnessed every inci- 
dent of this magnificent feat of naval 
warfare : 

“At about eleven o’clock (night of 
April 23d) the Itasca signalized that the 
chain was clear, and that we could go 
ahead when ready. Everything was 
quiet around the fleet, save the hissing 
sound of the steam escaping from tlie 
boilers. The night was moderately dark, 
and a gentle southerly wind made the 
weather ratlier hazy. The mortar ves- 
sels kept up an incessant roar, and 
bright globes ascended high aloft to 

« Corrusiioudeiit of N. Y. J/firaW. 







again (Ic.scenfl in fury at tlio forts. The 
second division, under Captain Jhiily (of 
the Colorado), fonned on the left bank 
of ilio river, while the third division 
was ill ee litre of the lines, the first di« 
vision lying on the right hank of the 
river. 

‘ ‘ The fleet were to sail in the follow- 
ing order : 


First, IJuHsion — I'lsisj-Officer 

Second .Divisiori — Gapfaiiu 

Fan-aqul: oomuuiiidiug. 

Baily commandiug. 

Hartford. 

(Jayuga. 

Bi,’oolvlyn. 

Pensacola. 

lliclimond. 

Mississippi. 

Oneida. 

Vanina. 

Katahdin. 

Kineo. 

Wissahiokon. 

Portsmouth. 

Towed by J, P. Jackson. 


Third Divimn — OaiJtaiu 
Boll oounuauding. 

Sciota. 

Ii’oquois. 

Piiiola. 

, Itasca.' ■ 

Winona. 

Keuuoboclc, 

“ At one o’clock all hands were called, 
hammocks stowed, and everything put 
in readiness to weigh anchor at two 
o’clock. 

“ It was a solemn time, I assure you. 
The hour seemed hut a few moments. 
The memories of a score of years flit- 
ted through the mind, and all the cour- 
age we i»5MMcs«ed was screwed up for the 
oveiii. 

At two o'clock two red lights at 
, 4 pr. [iCiik announced the time to 
gi't uncKn- weigh, I had the honor 
lo hoist tile >igiial with my own hands. 
Ovirig to some nidbreseon delays the 
second divi-hon did not start at the sig- 


! iial : and ns they had iho longest route 
I to travel, it wa.s uccossa,ry [or us to waiit 
j until they started. At llinui ()'('h)(‘,k the 
I moon rose, a, ml a silvery patli was nnuhed 
out on the switt waters of tlie river, 
so soon to be the slag(‘. on whieh the 
greatest naval fight' has ever transpired. 

' The iiiooii ha<l lifted ilsidf above the 
horizon just thirty uiiuid.es when away 
wo went for the haltle-ground. In the 
dim distance could be seen llu' signal- 
fires of the enemy, iuiill. to light up 
the river ami reveal our position to 
him. On we steamed, with hea.i-is big 
with expectation. 

“ Xi precisely twenty ininut('S of lour 
o’clock the enemy opmie<l firc' iVoin Fort 
Bt. ITiilip. At that nionienl. 1 hoisted 
our largest star-spa, ngled ha.niier a,t the 
peak, and then hastmiing forwai'd decked 
the fore and main each with an emlioni 
of power and justice. Tlii'ce Anieiieun 
ensigns were lloathig in a gentle breeze, 
full speed was given to the ship, llio en- 
gineers did their duty nobly, and on 
we \vent, as it wm’o, into the jaws of 
death. At the time the enemy opened 
fire the mortar vessels went to work, 
and the ra,pidiiy with which, they threw 
shells at the rebels was truly wonderful. 

“ At five minutes of four oMock our 
bow-gun belched forth fire ami smoke, 
and a messenger in the shape of a nitie- 
inch shell was sent to Fort Jackson — 
the work, by the way, whi(.ii wo went to 
attend to. In a few minutes more the 
broadside firing was commenced. Both 
forts were replying as fast as they could. 
Broadside after, broadside was being de- 
livered to them in rapid succession, while 
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FIRE-RAFTS, 


“ Tlie rebel steamers were' Growded 
with troops, who fired volleys of rifle- 
balls at us, most of which dki us uo 
harm. One of them came near us, and 
I think I am sale in saying she contained 
two hundred men. Our howitzers opened 
on them, and Captnin Broome, of the 
marine corps, opened into her with two 
nine-inch guns. A.n explosion— ■terrific 
yells — a careen, and that follow was 
done for. Their steamers were bold 




TI-IE WAR WITH THE SOUTH. 


“ The Mississippi being near at hand, 
about ship for the black devil, and at 
him she went with the idea of running 
him down. The ram ran, but finding 
the Mississippi gaming on him he ran 
his nose into the bank of the river, and 
immediately about thirty men came up 
out of the hatch and ran on shore. The 
Mississippi fired two or three broadsides 
into her and boarded her, but finding 
she was of no earthly account, again 
fired into her, and she drifted down the 
river, sinking very fast. On reaching 
Quarantine, we found that the Varuna 
had been sunk, and that, after her brave 
exploits, she fell, crippled in a glorious 
cause. 

“ Captain Boggs, of the Yanina, find- 
ing that a steamer was about to run into 
him, put the vessel in such position that 
in being damaged he could repay it with 
interest. On came a large steamer, all 
clad with iron about the bow, and hit 
the Yaruna in the port waist, cutting 
and crushing in her side. She dropped 
alongside, and cleared out to butt again. 
She hit the Yaruna a second time, and 
while in a sinking condition the Y aruna 
poured the eight-inch shells into her so 
fast that the rebel was set on fire and 
driven on shore, 

“ Yo sooner had the Yaruna cleared 
herself of this customer— and while en- 
deavoring to reach the river bank^ — ^than 
the steamer Q-overnor Moore (formerly 
the Morgan), commanded by Lieutenant 
Beverly Keniion, came along in a crip- 
pled condition, and endeavored to run 
away up the river. The Oneida gave 
chase, and she surrendered to her. She 


broadsides, and they who were able made 
for the shore to run them on, so that 
they could saver their lives. Some were 
on fire, and others were sinking. Our 
boys were cheering with a hearty good- 
will ; and well they might, for we had 
almost won the day, and Ave Avere nearly 
past the forts. Our ship had been on 
fire tlmee times, and she was riddled 
from stem to stern. The cabin Avas com- 
pletely gutted, the starboard steerage 
all torn up, and the armory all knocked 
into ‘ pi.’ My clothing Avas streAvn abaft 
decks, and I Avas obliged to pick it up 
piece by piece. The manuscript of the 
bombardment came near to destruction 
by a rifle-shell, which tore up my room 
and killed one man. 

“ After being under a terrific fire for 
one hour and tAventy minutes we Avere 
past the forts, badly cut up, a shot hole 
through mainmast, two in stern, and 
several through us. I frankly confess I 
am unable to describe the scene. Words 
cannot express any adequate idea of the 
engagement. Wrapped up in smoke, 
firing and being fired .at, shot and shell 
Avhistlinglike locomotive demons around, 
above, before, and in the rear of you ; 
flames from fire-rafts encircling you, 
splinters flying in all directions, and 
shells bursting overhead ! Gan you im- 
agine this scene ? If you can, it is more 
than I can describe as I would wish to. 

“ At half-past five o’clock no less than 
eleven rebel steamers Avere in flames 
along each side of the river. We 
steamed up to the Quarantine to anchor, 
when lo ! the ram made her appearance, 
an! saucilv fired at the .Richmond. 







FATE OF THE YARUNA. 


was then fbiiiid to be on fire, and before 
the flames cotdd be subdued slie was 
burned up. 

“ The Varima’s exploits rank among 
the brightest of those of the engage- 
ment. She fought her guns until a por- 
tion of the gun-carriages were sub- 
merged in the water. Captain Boggs 
saved ail his wounded, but his dead 
went down with the vessel. The stars 
and stripes were waving from her mast- 
heads as she sunk.'-' 

® The following is Captain Boggs' report of tire exploits 
of bis gun-boat : 

“ TJkit£0 States Steamer Brcm:>ki.yn, off Hew? 

OiiEEANS, A2yril 29, lSf32. 5 

“ Sir : I have the honor to report that after pa&sing the 
hatteries, with the steamer Varima under my command, 
on the morning of the 24th, finding my vessel amid a nest 
of rebel steamers, I started ahead, delivering her fire both 
starboard and port at every one that she passed. The 
first on her starboard beam that received her fire appeared 
to be loaded with troops. Her boiler was exploded, and | 
she drifted to the shore. In like manner three other ves- | 
sels, one of them a gim-hoat, were driven on shore in ^ 
flames, and afterward blew up. At six a.m. the Vanma | 
ivas att;u;ke.d by the Morgan, irpn-elad aliout the bow, I 
(iommanded liy Beverly Kennon, an ex-naval officer. This ; 
vessel raked us along the port gangway, killing four and | 
iviiunding nine of the crew'. Butting the Vanma on the 
■quarter and again on the starboard side, I managed to get 
three eight-inch shells into her abaft her armor, as also 
scivoral shot from the after rifled gun, when she dropped 
out of action, partially disabled. While still engaged 
with her, another rebel steamer, iron-clad, and with a 
prmv under water, struck us in the port gangw'ay, doing < 
considerable damage. Our shot glancing from her bow, 
she backed off for another blow, and struck ag;iin in the 
same place, crushing in the side ; hut by going ahead 
fast the concussion drew her how around, and I was able 
with the port guns to give her, while close alongside, five 
eight-inch shell abaft lier armor. Thi.s settled her, and 
drove her ashore in flames. I'dnding the Varuna sinking 
I ran her into the bank, let go the aucliors, and tied her 
up to the trees. During all tliis time the guns were act- 
ively at work CTippliiig the Morgan, she making feeble 
efforts to get up steam. This fire was kept up until, the 
water was over the guir trucks, when I turned my atten- 
tion to getting the wounded and crew out of the veasel. 
The Oneida, Captain Leo, seeing the oondiMoii, of the 
Varuna, Irad rushed to her assistance, but I wavi^ her on, 


several companies of reBel sliarpslioot- 
ers belonging to the Clialmette Regi- 
ineiit, who were waving white flags, 
while others were leaving as fast as they 
could. This camp fell a prize to Cap- 
tain Baily’s flag-ship, the Cayuga. The 
officers were brought on board here and 
put on their parole. Our fleet was 
found to be all present except the Wi- 
nona, Itasca, and Keiinebeck.^'* 

These three vessels had been repeat- 


and the Morgiin surrendered to her, the vtssel in flames, 
I have since learned tliat over fifty of lier crew were killed 
and wounded,, and she was set on fire by her commander, 
who burned his wonnded with his vessel. I cannot award 
too much prai.se to the officers and crew of the Vanma for 
the noble manner in which they supported me, and their 
coolness under such exciting circumstances, pavtieularly 
when extinguishing fire, having been set on fire twice 
during the action by shell. 

“ In fifteen minutes from the time the Varuna was 
struck she was on the bottom, with only her tctpgailaut 
forecastle out of water. 

“ Tlie officers and crew lost eveiything they pos.se.-;sed, 
no one thinking of letwing their station until driven 
Uienee by the water. I trust the attention of the D.'part- 
ment will be called to this loss, and compensation made 
to thoise who have lost their all. 

' “ The crew were taken off by thf; difibrent v'cssels of tliC. 
fleet as fast as they arrived, and are now di.‘^trilmt(;d 
through the squadron. 

“The wounded were sent to the Feinacola. 

‘'T would particularly commend to the notice of the 
Department, O.scar Peck, second ehus.^ bi.w and piovdsa- hoy 
of the after rifle, whose crMilness and intrepidity attractt;d 
tire attention of all hands. A fit reward for such services 
would 1)8 an a])])oint)n(-at at tlie Naval School, 

“ The marines, although new recruits, more than main- 
tained the reputation of tiiat corjis. Their galling fire 
cleared the Morgan’s riiled gntr, and prevented a r<*.peti- 
tion of tlieir murderous firr;. Four of the marines were 
wounded, cure I fear mortallj', 

“So soon a.s the crew were saved I reporletl to you in 
pei-son, and within an hour left in the only remaining 
boat belonging to the Varuna. with your riispatehes for 
General Butler, returning witlr him ye.sterday afteruiion. 
“ Very respectfully yours, CfiARi.i;s S. Ikions, 

“ Commander United States Navy. 

“ To Flag-Officer D. G. Farraoitt, Cominaudhig Western 
Gulf Blockading Sqmuh’on." 
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edly struck by shots from the forts, and 
being more or less damaged, were forced 
to retire. A ball from Fort St. Philip had 
pierced the boiler of the Itasca, and so 
disabled her that she could not proceed. 
Only Uyo men, lioweYer, were injured-—- 
one by a splinter, and the other by the 
escaping steam. On the Winona, a 
boatswain’s mate was cut in two by a 
sliot, and five others of the crew” badly 
wounded. On the Kennebeck, though 
frequently struck, not a man was hurt. 

Anchoring his fleet for the night 
off the Quarantine, Commodore Par- 
Apr* moved next morning toward 

2-h the citv of New Orleans, leavine: 


the guii-boats Kineo and Wissabiekon to 


guard the Quarantiuo and command the 


canals leading seaward. As the fleet 
proceeded up the river, the inliabitants 
on llie bank show^ed a disposition to 
conciliate the visitors by displays of 
white flags and the national ensigns. 
The negroes, especially, exhil)ited an 
excited intere.sl, leaving their hoes in 
the plantation-fields, and running down 
to the levees, where they gathered in 
gangs, and tossing their hats and shout- 
ing, sent a wmlcome to the triumphant 
fleet. On approaching the city a great 
volume of smoke and a blaze of light 
rose in the distance, and Commander 
Parragut, thinking tliat these might 
arise from fire-ships, discreetly came to 
anchor for the night about eighteen 
miles below New Orleans. Next moru- 
Apr, ing he again moved up the river, 
when it was discovered that the 
sinoke^nd flame had arisen from five 
cotton shms which had been set on 


fire by the enemy, and were now burnt 
nearly to the water’s edge. No oppo- 
sition had yet been met since the suc- 
cessful conflict with the enemy’s flotilla, 
but now the Chalmette batteries, one on 
each side of the river, although they 
had no flag flying, opened fire, ^hese 
were soon silenced by broadsides from 
the fleet, which, however, lost a man 
or two ill the engagement. Commodore 
Parragut then continued on his course 
to the city. 

“ The river,” says an eye-witness on 
board the flag-ship, “was filled with 
ships on fire, and all along the levee were 
burning vessels, no less than eighteen 
vessels being on fire at one lime, and 
the enemy were firing others as fnst 
as they could apply the torch. Sucli 
vandalism never was heard of. Tlic 
atmosphere was thick with smoke and 
the air hot ivith flames. It was a grand 
hut sad sight. Plundreds of thousands 
of dellars’ worth of property was be- 
ing wantonly destroyed. At the Icvce, 
just by the Custom House, lay a burn- 
ing ram (the Anglo-Norman). The im- 
finished frames of two or three more 
were on the stocks at Algiers. A ter- 
rible rain squall came on, and after 
dodging around the river for some 
time we came to anchor. It was then 
one o’clock. 

“ The view from our decks was one 
such as will never in all human prob- 
ability be witnessed again. A large 
city lay at our mercy. Its levee was 
crowded by an excited mob. The 
smoke of the ruins of millions worth 
of cot ion and s]ii])[)ing ut limes half 
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SUERENDER OP IsEW ORLEANS. 


concealed the people. "While men were 
hastening up the levee, firing ships 
and river craft as fast as possible, the 
people were rushing to and fro. Some 
of them cheered for the Union, when 
they were fired upon by the crowd. 
Men, women, and children were armed 
with pistols, knives, and all maimer of 
weapons. Some cheered for Jeff Davis, 
Beauregard, etc., and used the most 
vile and obscene language toward us 
and the good old flag. Pandemonium 
was here a living picture. Order was 
to them a thing past and forgotten, and 
the air was rent with yells of defiance.” 

When Commodore Farragut arrived 
off* the city, he dispatched his second in 
command. Captain Theodorus Baily, of 
the gufi-hoat Cayuga, with a flag of 
truce to communicate with the authori- 
ties on shore. As the boat drew near 
the levee, the mob cursed the flag and 
everything pertaining to it. It was 
with the greatest difficulty that the 
naval officers reached the City Hall, 
where the City Council, the Mayor, 
and Major-General Lovell were await- 
ing the arrival of our communica- 
tions,’”*'’ 

The message of Commodore Farra- 
gut, demanding the surrender of l^ew 
Orleans, with assurances of the protec- 
tion of the United States, was met by 
General Lovell, with the answer, “I 
will never surrender the city.” He, 
however, consented to transfer the com- 
mand of Hew Orleans to the civil au- 
thorities, while he himself took the 
occasion to evacuate the city with his 

® Correijpondeiit of 2?. Y. Herald, 


ten thousand troops, which were already 
on the railroad prepared to fly. Cap- 
tain Baily and his aide-de-camp now 
returned, amid the insults of the excited 
population, to the levee, and pushed off 
to the flag-ship to report the results of 
his interview. 

In the mean time the people of Few 
Orleans continued their work of destruc- 
tion, huriiing immense (|uaritities of cot- 
ton, the armed “ ram” Mississippi whi eh 
came drifting down the river all ablaze, 
and other vessels which remained mi- 
linished on the stocks. 

Fext morning Commodore Farragut 
sent a final demand for the siir- 
render of the city to the Mayor, 2f>. 
who confessed his powerlessness to re- 
sist, but at the same time refused to 
act, while he and the Common Coun- 
cil declared that they would not haul 
down the State flag from the City Hall.* 


*2 The following is the ofiiciul report of Commodore 
Farragut : 

“ Usii'ED States Flag-Ship HAETFOEn, at aathoh orr ? 

THE City OK New Oelkans, J/m/ 6, 1802. 5 

“ Sir : I have the lionor herewith to forward iny report, 
m dettiil, of the l:»attle of New Orleans. On the 2311 of 
Max'ch I made all my arrangements ftjr the attack on, and 
psissage of, Forts Jackson and St. Philip, 

‘ '■ Every ve-ssel was as well prepared as tlie ingeunity of 
her commauder and (officers could guggost, both for the 
preservation of life and of the vessel, and perhaps there is 
not on record such a display of ingenuity as has been 
evinced in this little squadron. Tlie first was by tlse en- 
gineer of the llichmond, Mr, Moore, by suggesting that 
the sheet cables be stopped np anti down on the sides in 
the line of the engines, Which, was immediately adopt^.-d 
by all the ves.sels. Then each commander made hi.s own 
arrangements for stopping the shot from penetrating the 
boilers or machinery that might ctune in forward or abaft 
by hammocks, coal, hags of ashes, bags of clothes 
bags, and in fact every device imaginable. The huhvarhs 
were lined with hammocks by some, by splinter neUings 
made with ropeji by others. Some rubbed tlanr vessels 
over with mud, to make their ships less visiijh'.. and staoe 
whitewashed their decks, to make things more visible by 
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eel the United States flag on the Mint, 
informing the people that if it was haiil- 


Parragut, in spite of the Mayor^s passive 
resistance, sent a boat ashore and hoist- 


was veiy difficult to distinguish friends from foes. Cap- 
tain Porter had by aixangement moved up to a certain 
point of the Fort Jackson side with his gun-boats, and I 
Lad assigned the same post to Captain Swartwout, in the 
Portsmouth, to engage the water batteries to the south- 
ward and eastward of Fort Jackson, while his mortar ves- 
sels poured a terrific fire of shells into it. I discovered a 
fire-raft coming down upon us, and in attempting to avoid 
it ran the ship on shore, and the ram Manassas, which I 
had not seen, lay on the opposite side of it, and pushed it 
down upon us. Our ship was soon on fire half way up to 
her tops, but we backed off, and through the good organ- 
ization of our fire department, and the great exertion.s of 
Captain Wainwright and liis first lieutenant, officers, and 
crew, the fire was extinguished. In the mean time our 
battery was never silent, but poured in its missiles of 
death into Fort St. Philip, opposite to which we had got 
hy this time, and it was silenced, with the exception of a 
a gun now and then. By thi.s time the enemy’s gun-boats, 
some thirteen in number, be.sides two iron-clad rams, the 
Manassas and Louisiana, had become more visible. We 
took them in hftnd, and in the course of a short time de 
stroyed eleven of them. We were now fairly past the 



SECESSIOI^- FLAG: HAULED DOWN 


ed down, 
oflenders. 


lecompi! 

cliiu’cli 


avvuyand pve the forts a broadsi'Ie of r-!f-!Is. -I.jaj.u'-Il, 
and gviijte, the Pensacola at tlie same time u]> 

ami giving a tremendous liroadside of the siuic kluu io 
tiie starlMjard fort; ami by tiie lime vre 
the Brooklyn, Captain Cm, veil, iviKseu iemil-- m-iv !>.■- 
tween IIS and the battery and delivered her !«• 

and shut ns out. 15y this time the other vc-seb had 
gotten np ami ranged in one after the oilier, dediverhig 
their liroadsidcs in sjiiteful revenge h-r their iil-tre-d- 
inent of th(j little Cayuga. Tire fort,s wore silemed, .md 
thijse who could run were nmtiing in every direction. 
We now passed up to tlie dty ami andiored haitmli- 
ately in fnuit of it, and I sent Captain Bidly on siiore 
to demand the surrender of it froui tlie authorities, to 
which the Mayor repluai tlrat tlie city was under mar- 
tial law, and that he had no authority. General Lovell, 
who was present, stated that he .sliould deiivernp nothing, 
hut in order to free the city froiii. embarras-sinent, he 
would restore the city anthoritio.s and retire with bis 
troop.s, whicli lie did. I tlion seized all the stcanihoats 
and sent them down to quarantine for General Butler’s 
force.s. Among the number of these boats is the famous 
Tennessee, which mir hlockaders have been so long waldi- 
ing, but which you ivill perceive never got out. 

“ Tlie levee of New Orleans was one scene of desola- 
tion. Shiiis, steamers, cotton, coal, etc., were all in one 
common blaze, and our ingenuity was much taxed to 
avoid the floating conflagration. 

“I neglected to mention my having gnud information 
rcBpecting the iron-clml rams which fliey were building. 
I sent Captain Lee up to seize the principal one, the 
“ Mississippi,” which w'iis to he the tenor of these .seas, 
and no iloubt ivould have 1>een to a great extent ; but 
she soon came floating by us all in ihnnes, and pas.-cd 
down the river. Another was sunk imuiediutely in front 
of the Custom House ; uthers were building in .ilgicr.s. 
just begun. 

“I next went above the city eight miles, to CairoH- 
ton, where 1 learned there were two other forts ; hut 
the panic had gone liefore me. I fuuiul the guns spiked 
and the gun carriages in flames. Tlie lirst w’ork, on the 
right, reaches from the Mis-sissippi nearly over to Pont- 
chartrain, and has twenty-nine guns ; the one on the left 
had six gnus, from which Commander Lee took some 
fifty barrels of powder, and comjiletcd the destruction of 
A mile higher up there were two 


the gun-carriages, etc. 
other earth-works, hut not yet ana«l. 

“We discovered here, fastened to the right hank of 
the river, one of the most herculean labors I have ever 
seen—s. raft and chain to extend across the river to pre- 
vent Foote’s gun-boats from descending. It is formed 
by placihg three imraenae logs of not less than tlireo or 
four feet in diameter and some tidrty feet long ; to the 
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Wits raL'^ed on every ship, and in accord- to Almighty God for His great good- 
ance with the order of the Commodore ness and mercy in permitting ns to pass 
the olficers and crew assembled for re- through the events of the last two daj’s 
ligious worship, and “ to return thanks with so little loss of life and blood.” 
While the whole Union fleet was thus 

.a one or two incliclmm IS alta-c.hefl, running length- soleuiiPy oCCUpicd, the peoplo of AeW 
ivi.-io the raft, unrl the three logs and chain are then ^ ^ 

fr:if>ped ti gather by chains from onc-half to one inch, Orleans tore doWIl the flag Oil the 
three or four layers, and there are ninety-six of these Rlld trailed it ill the dust.” As 

lengths composing the raft ; it is at least three-quarters , . t _ 

of a mile long. sooii as tliis outnige was discovered, 

“On the evening of the 29th Captain Baily arrived the PcnsaCola fired a sliot at the perpe- 
frorn below, witli the gratifving intelligence that the , , i i -n t i i 

^ , 1 ’ , 1 . ‘ I u X , , , trators, and killed one man and wounded 

forts had surntndercu to Commander I’orter, and had ’ 

delivered up all pniilie property, and were iieing paroled ; Othei’S. 

and tluit the muy had been made to .surrender uneon- afterilOOn four of the larger 

ditiomilly, as they had conducted themselves with bad ” 

faith, burning and sinking their vesseds while a flag of VCSScls of Conilliodore FaiTagllt S 
truce was flying and the forts negotiating for their sur- fleet sailed Up the Mississippi for 
render, and tlu) Lcaiisiana, their grcaifc iron-clad battery, t r\i i , 

blown up almost alongside of the vessel where they were SOlllG distailCG hcyond jN GW OlleailS, but 

negotiating; hence their officers were not paroled, but met witll 110 resistailCG, for tllG fomii- 
sent home to he treated according to the judgment of i i i i , i • i i i i i i 

j = dabie batteries which had been erected 

the Government. ^ 

“General Butler c<ame up the same d, ay, and arrange- at Cai'rolltoil aild elSGWliere Oil the I’iver 

malt, .vore to brioging q. hta troops. ^ abandoned. 

I sent on shore and hoisted the iVrnencan flag on i 

the Custom House, and hauled down the Louisiana State i After the SUCCeSSful paSSagG of the 

flag irom the City Hall, as the Mtiyor had avowed that j foiflg by the fleet of gun-boatS Under 

there was no man in New Orleans who dared to haul it i .p, ^ . 

down; and my own convictions are that if such an indi- j -raiiagut, and the victory OVer the Glie- 
vidual could have heoii found he would have been as- | my’s Wai' VGSSels ahOVG, PortS St. Philip 

“ Thus, sir, I have endeavored to give you an account | JacksOll Were Considered 110 loilger 

of my attack upon New Orleans from our first movement j tenable, tlieir COmmUllicationS witll HeW 
to the suiTemler of the city to General Butler, whose n • n x. rx* i • r 

. • r- n XX,, Orleans having been cut oil besides 

troojw are now' in full occupation, protected, how'ever, ^ ^ ’ 

by the Pensiicola, Portsmouth, and one gun-boat, while being threatened On tllG land side by 

I have sent a force of seven vessels, under command of Greiieral Butler, "who had succeeded ill 
Captam Craven, up the river, to keep up the iKudc as far . 

as possible. The large ships, I fear, will not bo able to go disembarking liis troops ill tlie I’Gar by 
higher than Baton Rouge, while I have sent the smaller transporting them Oil lauiiehes tlllDUgh 
vessels, under Commander Lee, as high as Vicksburg, in ,, v r. hi h, 

the rear of Jackson, to cut off their supplies from tho leading froill the ITlOUtllS of tllG 

Mississippi to the river beyond. Gen- 

“I trust, therefore, that it will be found bytheGov- r,v.x>1 TV,, i T • j. x ri i i 

cmmcnl that I have caniad oat my malniciiL l„ flto Duncail and LlOutcnant-Colonel 

letter and to the best of my abilities, so far as this city is Higgins accordingly, after Iheil’ long 

concerned, b-Mch Is respeotfuily submitted. and obstinate resistance, determined 

“ 1 am, sm, very rcspoctfulljq ■ V 

V’.. “Your obedient servant, ^0 Surrender. White flags were hung 

“11. G. Fakjuqut, out from Ports St. Philip and Jack- 

“ Flag-Officer Western Gulf Blockading Squadron. j i , , i 

“Ihut. GrnnovWm,r.E8,Seoretaiy of the Navy, Washing- ™ ^ 

ton, n. G." . lished between their commanders and 





SURRENDER OF THE FORTS, 


Commander Porter, which resulted in 
a capitulation.'^' 


The forts, upon being .oceupied, were 
found ‘‘ not material! j damaged.” 

Fort Jackson had sufrered most, 28 # 
one or two of its casemates haring been 
broken, the citadel destroyed, and the 
external brick-work much delaced. Fort 
St. Plulip was conipara-tiYelj’ luiliarnitKl, 
the shells from the mortar fleet having 
been aimed too high. A large portion 
of the garrison of Fort Jackson, after 
the successful passage of 'Commodore 
Farragut, considering the persistence of 
their officers in further holding out to 
be a reckless exposure of their lives, 
mutinied. This was believed to have 
hastened the surrender. The loss of life 
on the part of the United States forces 
wms small in proportion to the length 
and severity of the struggle, being only 
thirty-six killed and one hundred and 
twenty- three wounded. The enemy’s 
loss’^‘ was computed at “ from one thoii- 


"AETICLES OF CAPirOLATION. 

UxiTEB SxATEs Ship Harriet Lane, Forts Jackson and ! 

St. Piiitip, ]|Ii.ssis,sippi River, April 28, 1862. ) 

By articles of capitulation entered into this 28th day 
of April, 1862, between David I). Porter, Commander, 
IJiilteci States Xavy, commanding’ United States mortar 
llotilla, of the one part, and Brigadier-General .1. R. Dun- 
can, commanding the coast defences, and Lientenant-Colo- 
ucl Edward Higgiii!?, commanding Forts Jaclc.son and St. 
Philip, of the other part, it is mutually agreed : 

1. That Brigadier-General Duncan and Lieuteuant-Golo- 
nel Higgins ' shall surrender to the mortar flotilla Ports 
Jackson and St. Philip, the arms, xmmitioas of wfu.’, and 
all the appurtenances thereto belonging, together with 
all public xffoperty that may be under their charge. 

2. That Brigadier-General Duncan and Lieutenant- 
Colonel Higgins, together with the officers under their 
command, .shall be permitted to retain their side arms, 
and that all private jiroperty shall be respected. Further- 
more, that they shall give their parole of honor not to 
serve in arms against the Dnited States until they are 
regularly exchanged. , 

S. It is furthermore agreed by Commander David D. 
Porter, commanding the mortar flotilla, on the part of 
the United States Government, that the non-commis- 
sioned officers, privates, and musicians shall be permitted 
to retire oh paxole, their commanding and other officers 
becoming responsible for them, and that they shall de- 
liver up their tens and accoutrements in their present 
condition, provided that the expenses of the transporta- 
tion of the men shall be defrayed by the Government of 
'the United States.' ' 

4.'. On^the signing of these artielcB by , the, 'contracting 
parties, the forts shall be , formally taken possession of by 
the United States naval forces, coniiprMng the mortar 
fleet, the Confederate flag shall be lowered, aud the flag of 
the United States hoisted on the flag-staffs of Forts Jack- 
son and St. Philip. 

In the agreement of the above, ’we, the undersigned, do 
herewith set our hands aud seals. 

David D. Pouter, 

Commanding Mortar Flotilla. 

W. B. Pv.K.\snAw, 

Commodore U. B. Navy. 

J, M. Walnwright, 

Lieut. Com’d’g Harriet Lane, 

J. K. Doncax, Brigadier-General, 
Commanding Coast Defences. 

Ebwako Higgins, Lieut.-Col. C. S. A., 
Com’d’g Ports Jackson and Bfc. Philip. 

Witnesses : 

Enw, Niciioi-s, Lieutenant Commanding Winona 
J. LI. Bo.-jiu.i., Lieutenant Commanding Kanawha. 
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o Official dispatch of Captain Bally, wliicli is here given 
infull':.' '■ 

'■ “ FoE’TB'FiB,' MomoE,,;iifi'r^^ 

“ To ,Ho'n. Gideon Wkeivis. 'Secretary of t-liA.'N'ayy , 

' “ J have, the 'honor to annoimo’i' 'that, . under the ’prpv'i- 
denco of God, whiclt smiles upon a just cause, the squad- 
ron ' under ' Piag-Ofliot;r Farragut 'has been vouchsafed;, a 
glorious victory, aud triumph ia 'the capture of the city' 
of New Orleans, Forts Jackson, St." Philip, Livingston, 
and Pike, the batteries below and above New Orleans, 
as well as the total rlt;.st.ru<d!cn of ' the enemy’s gun- 
boats, ’steam rams, iiotiting biiTtcrie.s (iron-cladi, lire-nifts 
and fffis.ci’uctions, booms and diaius, 

“ The enemy with their own hands destroyed from 
eight to ten niilliuns of cuttori and shipping. 

‘•Our loss is thirty-six killed and one hundred and 
twenty-three wounded. The enemy lost from one thou- 
sand to one thousand live hundred, U-sides several hun- 
dred prisoner. 

“The way is clear, aud the rebel defences destroyed 
from the Gulf to Baton Rouge, and probably tc> Memjdiis. 
Our flag waves fcriumiflumfcly over them all. 

‘‘ I am bearer of dispatches, Tiisuixjrsis B.viey, 

“ Captain of Gun-boat Cayuga, and Becond in Coiuuiand 
: Of : Attacking P oree. ’ ' 
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gun-boats aiid iron-plated batteries in “ As yet only the Brooklyn and Hart- 
tbe course of construction. ford bad crossed the bar ; a short time 

General Butler having proceeded to after the Bichmond passed over ; and 
.May Orleans with his troops pro- then the Mississippi and the Pensacola 
b claimed martial law, and held the came from Ship Island to try their hand 
unruly people of that city with a firm at getting through ; there was not at 
hand. Some of the gun-boats moved the time a great depth of water, and 
up the Mississippi, to operate against their pilots were not at all skilful or 
Baton Kouge and extend their con- acquainted with the bar. I volunteered 
quests in that direction, while others, in my services with the steamers belong- 
conjunction with the mortar fleet of ing to the mortar flotilla, and, after 
Commander Porter, sailed to attack the eight days^ laborious , work, succeeded 
enemy on the Gulf coast. in getting the ships through and anchor- 

To giv-‘ full iissurance to the world of od them at Pilot Town. I do not hesi- 
llic ('(impiot(3iioss of the Federal victories tate to say, hut for the exertions of 
on ihu Scuiihcrn sea-board, President Commander Renshaw, Lieutenant Coin- 
Jdncolii ibhued a proclamation, declaring manding Baldwin, and Lieutenant Com- 
Ma;^ h-t'ijiination, on June 1st, of the manding Wainwright, that the two laL 
blockarlf' of the ports of Beaufort, tor ships would never have got inside ; 
i'orl Boy.il, aiid Acw Orleans, under the Miami, LiviiLciiant Commanding 
ci'idain rc'btrlcuons. irarroll, also rendered a'^sislaiicc, but as 
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On the IGtli, Flag-Officer Farragut 
moved up the fleet, and I was told to 
coiiiineiice operations as soon as I was 
readT. The schooners sailed up partly 
or were towed by the steamers, and on 
the morning of the 18th they had all 
reached their positions ready to open 
fire. Previous to taking their places 
I had directed the masts to be dressed 
off with bushes, to make them invisible 
to the enemy and intermingle with the 
thick forest of trees and matted vines 
behind which they were placed; this 
arrangement proved to he an admira- 
ble one, for never once during the bom- 
bardment was one of the vessels seen 
from the forts, though their approximate 
position was known. As the hushes 
were blown away during the bombard- 
ment they were renewed, and the masts 
and ropes kept covered from view. The 
])lace I selected for the mortar vessels 
was under the lee of a thick wood 
closely interwoven with vines, and pre- 
senting in the direction of Forts Jack- 
son and St. Philip an impenetrable mass 
for three hundred yards, through which 
shot could scarcely pass. Prom our 
mastheads the forts could be plainly 
seen, though observers there could not 
see us in return. The head vessel of 
the first division, Lieutenant Command- 
ing Watson Smith, was placed at tliis 
]3oirit, 2,850 yards from Fort Jackson, 
3,680 from St. Philip ; the vessels were 
then dropped in a line close to each 
other, their positions having been mark- 
ed by the Coast Survey party, and 
Messrs, Oltmanns and Harris superiu- 

i Ti,- 


that each one was 


acquainted with the proper distance. 
Next to Lieutenant Commandmg SmitlJs 
division of seven vessels (Norfolk Packet, 
Lieutenant Commanding Watson Smith ; 
Oliver H. Lee, Acting Master Washing- 
ton G-odfrey ; Para, Acting Master Ed- 
ward G. Furber ; 0. P. Williams, Act- 
ing Master Amos R. Langthorne ; Ar- 
ietta, Acting Master Thomas E. Smith ; 
William Bacon, Acting Master W'illiam 
P. Rogers ; Sophronia, Acting Master 
Lyman Bartholomew) was placed the 
six vessels of the third division, under 
Lieutenant Commandmg R. K. Breese 
(John Griffith, Acting Master Henry 
Brown ; Sarah Bruen, Acting Master 
Abraham Christian ; Racer, Acting Mas- 
ter Alvin Phinnoy ; Sea Foam, Acting 
Master Henry E. Williams ; Henry 
James, Acting Master Lewis. W. Pen- 
nington ; Ban. Smith, Acting Master 
George W. Brown), and one vessel, the 
Orvetta, Acting Master Blanchard, all 
lying in hue close together. 

“All the vessels mentioned were 
anchored and secured to spring their 
broadsides, as occasion might require. 
In the mean time Lieutenant Com- 
manding John Guest was sent ahead 
in the Owasco to clear the biislies of 
riflemen which had been found to liirlv 
there, and cover the vessels from the 
fire of the forts wlien it should open. ; 
the W estlield, Clifton, and Miami be- 
ing, engaged in towing the vessels to 
their posts. 

“ I placed six vessels of the sG(U)nd 
division, under command of Lieutenant 
W. Queen, .on the northeast shore 
of the river, the headmost one 3,080 
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sent up by tiie Pmg-unicei, f 
the fire on the Tessels on the 
shore (Lieutenant Ooimiiaiiclin 
division) became 
and shell fell so 
board to move them, 
pound sheh had passed through 
and damaged the magazine i- 
ant Commanding 
A. Ward, coming 
line, her rigging was 
ing over 
ham, Actiii; 
received a l 
line, so 
the wishes 


50 rapid, and the shot 
close, that I went on 
One large 120- 
’ L the cabin 
of Lieuten- 
),ueen's vessel, the T. 
out near the water- 
cut, and shot fly- 
her fast. The George ^lang- 
ig Master John Collins, had 
ten-inch shot near her water- 
I moved them both (contrary to 
of the officers) two hundred 
yards farther astern, 
emy out of his range, 
discover for two or 
The moment five o’clock in 
Jackson and discovered to be in 

responded with all their guns 
could bear, but for aome time did 
to get the right range ■, the 
the northeast 


acting master. 

‘ ‘ George Maugham, 
acting' master. 

“ Orvetta, Francis E. I 

ing master'. 

“ Sydney 0. Jones, J 

acting master. 

“When the divisions^ 
signal was made to ‘ coi 
and they opened ill or 
firing ev%ry 
the mortars 

St. Philip 
that 

not appear 

hulls of the vessels on 
shore, being covered with weeds and wm 
lows, deceived them somewhat, though 
their shot and shell went over. The fii;e 
of the enemy was rapid, and as the^she ^ 
and shot began to grow rather hot I sent 

to the Elag-Gfficer, asking that some c. 
the gua-boats should be sent to draw 

their hre. Eor one hour and afty mm- 

utes Lieutenant Coinmandingauest had, 

at the head of the mortar deet, borne 
the Ere of the forts uninjured, andnnly 
left there to get a supply of ammunition. 
After I went on hoard his vessel and or- 
dered him to retire, the mortar vessels 
having heen reinforced hy the gun-boats 


John Collins, 


B. Graham, 


throwing the en- 
which he did not 
three hours. At 
the evening the fort was 
L flames, and the firing 
from the enemy ceased. We afterward 
learned that the citadel had been fired 
nb-shells, and all the do thing 
)ps and commissary stores had 
while great distress was 
en emy owing to 
and danger to the magazine, 
the extent of the fire, I 
.nr.Ao.fled all night with the 


been burnt up 
experienced by the 

the heat 
Had I known 
should have pr 
of I homhardmeiit , « . 

nothing to eat. or dr 

I knew not how muc 
and vessels might ha 
firing was uncertain 
set in fresh, and not 

a homhardnient T 

through with, I d.e 
prudent . A little af 
the firing to cease, 








mi 
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mistake tliat occuiTed during the bom- men could carefully and properly load, 
bardment. Tlie fire in the forts blazed the enemy returning it with what heavy 
up again at night, but I thought it one guns lie could bring to bear on us, most 
of the fire-rafts they lighted up every of his shot going over us among the 
night at the fold. shipping and gun-boats, which were on 

“ The first and third divisions, under guard and employed drawing the fire 
Lieutenants Commanding Smith and away from us. About nine o’clock in 
Breese, acquitted themselves manfully the second morning the schooner Maria 
that day, and though the shot and shell J. Carleton, Charles Jack, master, was 
fell thick about them, behaved like vet- sunk by a rifle-shell passing down 
erans. We fired on this day over 1,400 through her deck, magazine, and bot- 
shell, many of which were lost in the tom. I happened to be alongside at 
air, owing to l)ad fuses. Ao accident of the time and had nearly all the stores 
any kind occurred from careless firing, saved, also the arms. As she went 
and after a careful examination the ves- down the mortar was fired at the enemy 
sels and mortar-beds were found to be for the last time, and that was the last 
uninjured. On that night, at two o’clock, of the ‘Carleton.’ We hauled her on 
I ordered Lieutenant Commanding to the bank when we found that she 
Queen to drop out of the line of fire, was sinking, and were thus enalded to 
and 1 placed him on the south shore, in save many of her stores ; but she finally 
a safer and closer position, though not slipped off the bank into deeper water, 
one where he could work to such ad van- and nothing was left visible but her up- 
tage, the fort being plainly visible from per rail. Two men were wounded in 
his late position, and the effect of the the Carleton. Acting Master Charles 
shells could be more plainly noted. On Jack came out in this vessel from Kew 
the south sho]-e the pointing of the mor- York ; he lost his mainmast in a gale 
tars could only be done from sights fixed off Cape Hatteras, but persevered until 
to the mastheads, and many curious ex- he arrived in Key West, and sailed with 
pedients were resorted to to obtain cor- the flotilla to Ship Island. lie went 
rect firing, expedients very creditable to through another gale, but got into jmrt 
the intelligence of the commanders of safe. He was almost always up with 
the vessels. We heard afterward that the rest in working up the river under 
our first day’s firing had been more ac- sail with his one mast ; and when his 
curate than that of any other day, though vessel sunk, he volunteered his services 
it was all good. on board the vessel of Lieutenant Oom- 

“ On the morning of the 19th we manding Queen, to whose division he 
opened fire on the enemy again, when belonged. On the second day the firing 
he tried his best to dislodge us from be- from the forts was rather severe on the 
hind our forest protection without effect ; masts and rigging of the first division, 
our fire was kept up as rapidly as the I wanted to remove them a little ffirther 








* 
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down, but was prevented from doing so 
at the request of Lieutenant Command- 
iiio- Smith, who seemed determined not 
to^vithdraw until something was sunk. 

He had one man killed in the ‘ Arietta, 
Acting Master Smith, by a ten-inch shot 
striking between the stop of the mortar- 
bed and the mortar, which disabled it 
for a time only ; it was repaired in two 
or three hours; the men meanwhile 
under fire, without any occupation to 
keep up their interest. One or two men 
were wounded this day. We had an- 
other conflagration in the fort ; the shells 
having set fire to some quarters i)ut up 
for offleers on the northwest angle of 
the works, they Avere all consumed. The 
firing seemed to be good this day, though 
some said the shells went over, and oth- 
ers said they fell short. The proof of 
accuracy Avas that the batteries av ere 
silenced every time the shells were con- 
centrated on any one point. The fuses 
being so bad I gaAm up the plan of 
timing them, and put m fidl-Iength fuses, 
to burst after they had entered the 
ground. In some respects this was dis- 
advantageous, but AAm lost but^feAV by 
bursting before lime in the air. The 
ground being Avet and soft, the shells 
descended eighteen and twenty feet into 
the ground, exploding after some time, 
lifted the earth up and let it fall back 
into its place again, not doing a great 
deal of harm, but demoralizing the men, 
who knew not Avhat the consequences 
might be. The effect, I am told, Avas 
like that of an earthquake. When the 
shells hit the ramparts *tliey did their 
work effectually, knocking off large 


pieces of the parapet and shattering the | 
casemates. On the third and fourth day j 
the ammunition on board began to groAA’" I 
short, and the steamers had to be sent | 
down to bring it np, the boats of the j 
squadron also assisting all they could in | 
the strong current to supjfly the vessels. j 
The steamers laid close to the mortar j 
vessels while the shot and shell were fly- | 
ing all about ; but strange to say not a ! 
vessel Avas struck, though I expected to i 
see some of them injured. The em- 
ployment of them in that Avay could not 
he avoided. Everything Avas conducted 
with the greatest coolness, and the offi- 
cers and men sat down to their meals as 
if nothing AA^as going on shells bursting 
in the air and falling alongside, and shot 
and rifle-shell crashing through the woods 
and tearing the trees up by the roots. 
Oil the fifth day the fire from the forts 
on the head of the first division was very 
rapid and troublesome. One hundred 
and twenty-five shots fell close to the 
vessels in one hour and thhty minntes, 
Avithout, liOAvever, doing them any 
age beyond hitting the Para, the head- 
most vessel, and cutting up the rigging 
and masts. The fire of the enemy had 

been attracted to the mastheads ot one 

of the large ships AAdiich had been moved 
up, and Avliich they could see over the 
woods. I deemed it prudent to move 
three of them tAVO or three lengths, 
much to the annoyance of the officers, 
who seemed indisposed to yield an inch ; 
still, my duty was to look out for the 
vessels and not have them destroyed. 
The Norfolk Packet got a piece of a 
shell through her decks, and had her 
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themselves, trusting implicitly that they 
would faithfully carry out the orders 
which I had given them previous to the 
homhardment, and knowing that no 
powder or shell wmuld be thrown away 
if they could help it. The end justified 
my confidence in them. During a bom- 
bardment of six days they were con- 
stantly exposed to a sharp fire from 
heavy guns. If they sustained no seri- 
ous damage to their vessels it was no 
fault of the enemy, who tried his best 
to destroy them, and who, after I had 
withdrawn the vessels of Lieutenant 
Gommandiiig Queen from a very ex- 
posed position, reported that he had 
sunk them. 

“ After bombarding the fort for three- 
days I began to despair of taking it, and, 
indeed, began to lose my confidence in 
mortars ; but a deserter presented him- 


crs and crews of the mortar vessels, our mortar practice th 
All stuck to their duty like men and doubts at first of his ti 
Americans ; and though some may have sented hundreds of shelh 
exhibited more ingenuity and intelli- fort, casemates broken 
gence than others, yet tlie performance outbuildings burnt, me 
of all commanded my highest admira- and dispirited, magazin 
tion. I cannot say too much in favor of and the levee cut ; we 
the three commanders of divisions, Lieu- wfitli renewed vigor, am 
tenants Walso]! Smith, W. W. Queen, to the last, 
and R. K. Breese. I can only say I “On the night of the ! 
would like always to have them at my tion was fitted out, um 
side in times of danger and difihculty. Bell, for the purpose o 
They were untiring in their devotion to chain ; it was composed t 
Iheir duties, direcring llicir officers, who Pinola and Itasca ; it wa 
cf'iild nm I'C supposed Lo know as much all the mortars should 
about tlieir duties as they did. I left fort while the operation 
tlie emire control of these divisions to whicli they did as fast 
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safely load and fire, nine shells being in 
the air frequently at one time. The 
vessels were discovered, and the forts 
opened fire on them at a distance of 
three and eight hundred yards. Lieu- 
tenant Crosby informed me that but for 
the rapid and accurate fire of the mor- 
tars the gun-boats would have been de- 
stroyed. The mortars silenced the bat- 
teries effectually, and Colonel Higgins 
ordered the men into the casemates, 
where they were in no way loth to go. 
These facts have been obtained from 
prisoners. The Itasca, Lieutenant Cald- 
well, slipped the chain of one vessel, and 
was swept ashore by the current, when 
the Pinola, Lieutenant Commanding 
Crosby, got her off, both remaining in 
that position over thirty minutes, though 
seen by the enemy and seldom fired at. 

“ On the 28d I urged Flag-Officer 
Farragut to commence the attack with 
the ships at night, as I feared the mor- 
tars would not hold out, the men were 
almost overcome with fatigue, and our 
supply ships laid a good way off. The 
enemy had brought over two heavy rifle 
guns to hear on the head of our line, and 
I was aware that he was daily adding to 
his defences and strengthening his naval 
forces with iron-clad batteries. The 
23d was appointed, but the attack did 
not come off, I had fortunately dis- 
mounted with a shell on that day the 
heaviest rifle gun they had on St. Philip^ 
breaking it in two, and it annoyed ns no 
more. I did not know it at the time, 
hut thought the ammunition had given 
out. On the 23d the order was given 
to move at two ohlock, in the order 
108 


which tile Flag-Officer will niftiitioii in his 
report. The steamers Leloiigiiig to the 
mortar flotilla were assigned the duty of 
enfilading a heavy water-battery of six 
guns and tbe barbette of guns which 
commanded the approach to the forts : 
and the mortars having obtained good 
range during the day were to try and 
drive the men from the guns "by tbeir 
rapid fire, and bursting shell over the 
parapets. The flotilla steamers, com- 
posed of the Harriet Lane, Lieutenant 
Commanding’W ainwright, leading; West- 
field, Commander Ptenshaw ; Owasco, 
Lieutenant Commanding Guest ; Clifton, 
Lieutenant Cominanding Baldwin ; and 
Miami, Lieutenant Commanding Harrell, 
moved up (when the Flag-Officer lifted 
his anchor), seventy fathoms apart, and 
took position under the batteries ; the 
leading vessel five hundred yards off, the 
others closing up as the fire commenced. 
Then, as soon as the Hartford, Brook- 
lyn, and Richmond passed, they opened 
with shrapnell on the forts, having re- 
ceived the fire ten or fifteen minutes be- 
fore replying to it. As the fire was high, 
and they were close in shore, nearer the 
forts than the enemy supposed, they oc- 
cupied, as it turne,d out, a safer position 
than the vessels farther out, there being 
only one killed and one wounded on 
board the Harriet. Lane, while the other 
steamers remained untouched. Tiie 
commanders of all the vessels on this 
occasion did their duty, coolly kept their 
vessels close up, fired rapidly and accu- 
rately, and the signal was not made to 
retire until the last vessel of our gal- 
lant squadron passed through the flames. 
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■wliicli seemed to be literally eating them 
i up ; erery man, spar, or rope was plainly 

• seen amid the light, and every move- 
I inent of the ships noted ; that last ves- 
i sel, the gallant Iroquois, would provok- 

iiigly linger and slow her engines oppo- 
site the torts to give the rebels a taste 
ot her foriiiidable battery. When she 

* also disaltpeared in the smoke oui signal 
was hung out to retire, our duty having 
been accomplished, and the fort turning 
its entire attention to oiir little force. 

; It could not, however, do ns much harm, 

: as the rain of mortar shells almost com- 

i pletely silenced them ; never in my life 
did I witness such a scene, and never 
: did rebels get such a castigation. Colo- 

i iiel Higgins ordered the men from the 
I batteries into the casemates to avoid the 

I mortar shells, which fell with particular 
I chect on that night, while grape-shot 
i and shrapnel! from the ships gave them 
; hut few opportunities to fire from their 
i casemates. The ships had gone by, the 
; hack-bone of the rebellion was broken, 

I the mortars ceased their fire, and notliing 
I was heard for a time hut the booming of 
I guns as our fleet went flying up the river, 
j scattering the enemy’s gun-honts and 
; sinking them as they passed. We all 

i sat down to rest and speculate on the 

chances of seeing our old friends and 
brother oflicers again. 

“ I was very hopeful myself, for I 
knew that the enemy had been too much 
demorahzcd during the last week by 
mortar practice to be able to stand 
against the fire of our ships. I gave 
the ships, when they started, forty-five 
minutes to pass the forts ; they were 


only seventy from the time they lifted 
their anchors, I lost the services of a 
well-armed and useful vessel, the Jack- 
son, for the attack on the batteries. 
Her commander, Lieutenant Command- 
ing Woodworth, during the affair was 
appointed to tow the Portsmouth ahead 
of the mortar steamers, but was carried 
down the stream. He persisted, how- 
ever, in taking her into her berth after 
the battle was over and the steamers 
had retired, and anchored her, I believe, 
within nine hundred yards of the fort. 
His reception and that of the Ports- 
mouth was a warm one, for the east bat- 
teries opened on them ; and after escap- 
ing miraculously, the Portsmouth, with 
some shots in her hull and rigging, and 
one or two killed and wounded, coolly 
drifted out from under the guns and 
took her old position. Had the rebels 
not been overcome with despair she 
would have fared badly, 

“ Immediately on the passage of the 
ships, I sent Lieutenant Commanding 
Guest up with a flag of truce, demand- 
ing the surrender of the forts. The 
flag of truce was fired on, but apolo- 
gized for afterward. Tlie answer was, 
'The demand is inadmissilde.’ Giving 
the men that day to rest, I prepared 
to' fill "up the vessels with ammunitiou 
and commence the bomhardmoiit again. 
Having in the mean time heard from 
Flag-Officer Farragut that he liad safely 
passed the batteries, I determined to 
make another attempt on these deluded 
people in the forts to make tliem sur- 
render, and save tlie further eflusion 
of blood. Flag-Officer Farragut had un- 
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knowingly left a trouMesonie force in 
liis rear, consisting of four steamers and 
a powerful steam-battery of four tlioii- 
saiid tons and sixteen heavy guns, all pro- 
tected by the forts. I did not know in 
what condition the battery was, only we 
had learned that she had come down the 
night before, ready prepared to wipe out 
our whole fleet. If the enemy counted so 
surely on destroying oiir whole fleet with 
her, it behooved me to he prudent, and 
not let the mortar vessels be sacrificed 
like the vessels of ISForfolk. I com- 
menced, then, a bomb’ardment on the 
iron-clad battery, supposing it lay close 
under Fort Jackson, and also set the 
vessels to work throwing shells into 
Fort Jackson again, to let them know 
that we were still taking care of them ; 
but there was no response ; the fight 
had all been taken out of them. I sent 
the mortar vessels below to refit and 
prepare for sea, as also to prevent them 
from being driven from their position in 
case the iron battery came out to attack 
them. I felt sure that the steamers 
alone could manage the battery. Six 
of the schooners I ordered to proceed 
immediately to the rear of Fort Jackson 
and blockade all the bayous, so that the 
garrison could not escape or obtain sup- 
plies. I sent the Miami and Sachem to 
the rear of Fort St. Philip to assist in 
landing troops. These vessels all ap- 
peared at their destination at the same 
time, and when morning broke, the en- 
emy found himself hemmed in on all 
sides. It was a military necessity that 
we should have the forts. 0 ur squadron 
was cut off from coal, provisions, and 


animimition ; oiir soldiers had liiit little 
chance to get to New Orleans througli 
shallow bajmns ; the eiieiiiy in the city 
would hesitate to surrender while the 
forts held out : coinmimication was cut 
off between them, and neither party 
knew what the other was willing to do. 

So I demanded a surrender again through 
Lieutenant Commanding Guest, offering 
to let them retain their side-arms and 
engage not to serve against the United 
States during the rebellion until regiilar- 
exchanged, provided thejn would boii- 
orabty deliver up, undamaged, the forts, 
guns, muskets, provisions, and all muni- 
tions of war, the vessels under the guns 
of the fort, and all other public prop- 
erty. _ The answer Avas civil, and hopes 
were held out that, after being instructed 
by the authorities of New Orleans, they 
wmuld surrender. In the mean time 
their men became dissatisfied at being 
so surrounded ; they had no hope of 
longer holding out with any chance of 
success, and gave signs of insubordina- 
tion. On the 28th a flag of truce came 
on board the Harriet Lane, proposing 
to surrender Jackson and St. Fliilip on 
the terms proposed, and I immediately 
proceeded to the forts, with the steamers 
Westfield, Winona, and Kennebeck in 
company, and sent a boat for General 
Duncan and Lieiitenant-Coionel Hig- 
gins, and such persons as they might 
see fit to bring with them. These per- 1 
sons came on board, aiid, proceeding to 
the cabin of the Harriet Lane, the Ca- 
pitulation was^ drawn up and signed, the 
original of Avhich I have had the honor 
i of forwarding to the Department by 
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withdrawn from us, which you alone can 
do. This can he done in the manner 
suggested this morning, under the cover 
of our guns, while your work on the 
boat can still be carried on in safety and 
security. Our position is a critical one, 
dependent entirely on the powers of en- 
durance of our casemates, many of which 
have been completely shattered, and are 
crumbling away by repeated shocks, and 
therefore I respectfully, hut earnestly, 
again urge my suggestions of this morn- 
ing upon your notice. Our magazines 
are also in danger. Yery respectfully, 
your obedient servant. 

“ J. R. Duncan-, 

“ Brigadier-G-eneral, 

“ Captain J. K. Mitchell, 

“Com. Nav. Forces Lower Miss, River.” 

“ I was in hopes of saving this vessel 
as a prize, for she would have been so 
materially useful to us in all future op- 
erations on the coast, her batteries and 
strength being sufBcient to silence any 
fort here, aided by the other vessels. 
Seeing her lying so quiet, with colors 
down, and the two steamers under our 
guns, I never dreamed for a moment 
that they had not surrendered, The 
forts and ourselves had Hags of truce 
flying, and I could not make any move- 
ment without violating the honor of the 
United States and interrupting the ca- 
pitulation which was being drawn up. 
The burning of the vessels was done so 
quietly that no one suspected it until the 
battery was in a blaze. I merely re- 
marked to the commanders of the forts 
that the act was in no way ci'editabic to 
the rebel commander. The reiilv was, 


Captain Baily, no opportunity occur- 
ring to send it through Flag-Officer Far- 
rafuit without loss of time. The officers 
late commanding the forts informed me 
that the vessels would not be included 
in the capitulation, as they (the military) 
had nothing to do with the naval offi- 
cers, and were in no way responsible for 
their acts. There was evidently a want of 
unanimity between the different branches 
of the rebel service. I afterward found 
out that great ill-feeling existed, the 
naval commander having failed, in the 
opinion of the military, to co-operate 
with the forts ; the true state of the case 
being that they were both sadly beaten, 
and each laid the blame on the other. 
While engaged in the capitulation, an 
officer came below and informed me that 
the iron floating battery (the Louisiana) 
had been set on fire by two steamers 
which had been lying alongside of her. 
This was a magnificent iron steam float- 
ing battery of four thousand tons, and 
mounting sixteen heavy guns, and per- 
fectly shot-proof. She had been brought 
down from Yew Orleans the day before, 
and on it the hopes of their . salvation 
seemed to dependtas will appear by the 
following letter from (General Duncan, 
taken in the fort : 

“ Eoet Jacksox, Louisiana, ) 
Af/ril 22, 1862. \ 

“ Captain : Your note of this date 
relative to the steamer Louisiana, the 
forwardness of her preparations for at- 
tack, the dispositions to he made of her, 
etc., has been received. 

* 

“ It is of vital importance that the 
present fire of the enemy should he 
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{ y^Q ar6 responsible for tbe acts of 

these naval ofacers.’ We proceeded 
with the conference, and while so en- 
aaved an officer came to inform me that 
the iron-clad battery was all in flames 
and drifting down on us, having burne 
the ropes that had fastened her to the 
bank. I inquired of the late conunand- 
ers of the forts if they knew if the guns 
were loaded, or if she had much powder 
on board. The answer was, ‘ I pre- 
sume so, hut we know nothing about 
the naval matters here.’ At this mo- 
meutthe guns, being heated, commenced 1 
s-oin- off, with a probability of throwing 
shot°and shell amid friend and foe. I 
did not deign to notice it further than 
to say to the military officers, ‘If you 
don’t mind the effects of the explosion 
which is soon to come, we can stand 
it ’ If tb® ever-Biemorable Gommaiider 
Mitcbell calculated to make a stampede 
in the United States vessels by Ins in- 
famous act be was mistaken ; none of 
them moved or intended to move, and 
the conference was carried on as calmly 
as if nothing else was going on, though 
. proper precautions were taken to keep 
them clear of the burning battery. A. 
good Providence, which directs the mo^ 
unimportant events, sent the battery o 
toward Fort St. Philip, and as iP got 
abreast of that formidable fort it blew 
up with a force which scattered the frag- 
ments in eP directions, killing one of 

their own men in Fort St. Phi ip, an 

when the smoke cleared off it was no- 
where to be seen, having sunk imme- 
diately in the deep water of the Missis- 
gippP The explosion was terrific, and 


was seen and heard for niatiy miles up | ^ 
and down the river. Had it occuiied j : 
near the vessels it would have destroyed , j 
everyone of them. This, no doiiht. vas j 
the object of the arch traitor who was | 

the instigator of the act. He tailed to | 

co-operate, like a man, with liis militaij | 
j confederates, wbo looked to the means j 
' he had at his disposal to save tliem trom j 
destruction, and who scorned alike hi^ j 
want of courage in not assisting tliem, as j 
well as the unheard-of and perfidious act 1 
which might, in a measure, have re- ; 
fleeted on them. 

“ How different was the course of the 
military commanders, who, though en- 
gaged in so had a cause, behaved honor- 
ahly to the end! Every article in the 
fort was delivered up undamaged. Noth- 
ing was destroyed, either before the ca- 
pitulation or while the capitulation was 
going on, or afterward. The most scru- 
niilous regard was paid to their prom- 
ises They defended their works like 
men, and had they been fighting for the 
flaff under which they were born instead 

Zagain.t it, it would have been hono. 

enough for any man to have said he had 

fought by their side. 

“ kfter the capitulation was signed, I 
sent Commander W. B. Benshaw to Fort 
Jackson, and Lieutenant Commandmg 
Ed. Nichols to Fort St. Philip to receive 
the surrender of the forts. The rehe 
flag was hauled down and the stars and 
stripes once more floated over the prop- 

ertw of the United States. The sun 
never shone on a more contented and 
happy-lookiiig set'of faces than those of 
the prisoners in and about the forts. 
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I Many of them had not seen their -femi- 
! lies for months, and a large portion had 
been pressed into a service distasteful to 
them, subject to the rigor of a discipline 
severe beyond measure. They were 
frequently exposed to punishments, for 
slight causes, which the human frame 
could scarcely endure, and the men who 
j underwent some of the tortures men- 
I tioned on a list of punishments I have in 
I my possession, must have been unable 
I afterward to do any duty for months to 
come. Instead of the downcast counte- 
nances of conquered people, they em erged 
from the fort (going home on their pa- 
role) like a parcel of happy school-hoys in 
holiday times, and no doubt they felt 
like them also. 

‘ ‘ When the flags had Been exchanged, 

I devoted my attention to Commander 
Mitchell, who was lying a half mile 
above us with three steamers, one of 
which he had scuttled. Approaching 
him in the Harriet Lane, I directed 
Lieutenant Commanding Wainwright to 
fire a gun over him, Avhen he lowered 
his flag. I then sent Lieutenant Com- , 
manding'Wainwright on board to take 
possession and receive the unconditional 
surrender of the party, consisting of 
fourteen naval officers and seven engi- 
neers, temporarily appointed ; the crew 
of the iron-clad battery consisted of 
three hundred men and two companies 
of marine artillery, nearly all from civil 
life, and serving much against their will, 
so they said. Commander Mitchell and 
the other naval officers were transferred 
to the W estfleld as prisoners of war, and 
as soon as time would allow, the marines 


and sailors were sent in one of the cap- 
tured vessels to Flag-Officer Farragut, 
at New Orleans. The captured military 
officers were sent up to New Orleans on 
their parole ; and thus ended the day on 
which the great Mississippi rejoiced once 
more in having its portals opened to the 
commerce of the world. The backbone 
of the rebellion was broken, and from 
the appearance and talk of the soldiers 
we might soon hope to see the people 
united again under the folds of the flag 
of the Union. While the capitulation 
was going on I sent the steamer Clifton 
down to bring up troops, and when 
G-eneral Phelps came up I turned the 
forts, guns, and munitions of war over 
to his keeping. My next step was to 
visit Forts Jackson and St. Philip. 
Never in my life did I witness such a 
scene of desolation and wreck as the 
former presented ; it was plowed up by 
the thirteen-inch mortars ; the bombs had 
set fire to and burned out all the build- 
ings in and around the fort ; casemates 
were crushed and were crumbling in, 
and the only thing that saved them were 
the sand-hags that had been sent from 
New Orleans during the bomhardmont, 
and when they began to feel the eflects 
of the mortars. MJicn the commimi<ia- 
tion was cut off between them and the 
city, this resource of sand-bags could 
avail them no longer. It was useless 
for them to hold out ; a day’s bombard- 
ment would have finished them ; they 
had no means of repairing damages ; the 
levee had been cut by the thirteen-inch 
bombs in over a hundred places, and the 
water had entered the casemates, making 
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it very uncomfortable, if not impossible, 
to live there any longer. It was the 
only place the men had to fly to out of 
reach of the bombs. The drawbridge 
over the moat had been broken all to 
pieces, and all the causeways leading 
from the fort were cut and blown up 
with bomh-shells, so that it must have 
been impossible to walk there or carry 
on any operations with any degree of 
safety. The magazine seems to have 
been much endangered, explosions hav- 
ing taken place at the door itself, all the 
cotton hags and protections having been 
blown away from before the magazine 
door. Eleven guns were dismounted 
during the bombardment, some of which 
were remounted again and used upon 
us. The walls were cracked and broken 
in many places, and we could scarcely 
step without treading into a hole made 
by a bomb-shell ; the accuracy of the 
fire is, perhaps, the best ever seen in 
mortar practice ; it seems to have en- 
tfrely demoralized the men and aston- 
ished the officers. A water battery, 
eontmiiing six very heavy guns, and 
which annoyed us at times very much, 
was filled with the marks of the bombs, 
no less than 1 70 having fallen into it, 
smashing in the magazine, and driving 
the people out of it. On the night of 
the passage of the ships this battery was 
completely silenced, so many bombs fell 
into it and burst over it. It had one 
gun in it, the largest I have ever seen, 
made at the Tredegar works. I would, 
not pretend to say how many bombs fell 
in the ditches around the works, but sol-’ 
diers in the forts say about three thou- 


sand many burst over the works, scat- 
tering the pieces of shell all around. 
The enemy admit but fourteen killed and 
thirty-nine wounded by the bombard- 
ment, which is likely the case, as we 
found hut fourteen fresh graves, and the 
men mostly stayed in the casemates, 
which were three inches deep with wa- 
ter, and very uncomfortable. Many re- 
markable escapes and incidents were 
related to us as having happened dur- 
ing the bombardment. Colonel Higgins 
stated an instance where a man was 
buried deep in the earth, by a bomb 
striking him between the shoulders, and 
directly afterward another bomb ex- 
ploded in the same X->lace, and threw the 
corpse high in the air. All the boats 
and scows around the ditches and near 
the landing were sunk by bombs ; and 
when we took possession, the only way . 
they had to get in and out of the fort to 
the landing was by one small boat to 
ferry them across. All the lumber, 
shingles, and bricks used in building or 
repairs were scattered about in confusion 
and burned up, and every amount of 
discomfort that man could hear seemed 
to have been showered upon those poor 
deluded wretches. 

“ I was so much struck with the de- 
serted appearance of what was once a 
beautiful spot, that I ordered Mr. 
Gerdes and his assistants on the Coast 
Survey to make me an accurate plan of 
all the works, denoting every bomb that 
fell, and (as near as possible) the injury 
the fort had sustained, every distance 
hemg aecurately measured by tape-line 
and compass, and the comparative size 
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of fractures noted. The work has been 
executed with great zeal and accuracy, 
though it will only gire a faint idea of 
the bombs that fell about the fort ,• many 
are lost sight of in the water which has 
been let in by the cut levees ; many 
burst over the fort; but enough have 
been marked to indicate the wonder- 
lul precision of fire and the endurance 
of the forts. Had the ground been hard 
instead of being soft mud, the first day’s 
bombardment would have blown Fort 
Jackson into atoms; as it is, it is very 
much injured, and will require thorough 
repair before it can be made habitable. 

“ Fort St. Philip received very little 
damage from our bombs, having fired at 
it with only one mortar, and that for the 
purpose of silencing a heavy rifled gun 
which annoyed us very much. W e were 
fortunate enough to strike it in the mid- 
dle and break it in two, and had not 
much more aiinoyance from that fort ; 
two guns were capsized by a bomb at 
one time, but without injuring them ; 
they were soon replaced ; some trifling 
damage was done to the works, though 
nothing to affect the efficiency of the 
batteries. It was from Port St. Philip 
that our ships suffered most, the men and 
officers there having had, comparatively, 
an easy time of it. I felt sure that St. 
Philip would surrender the moment 
J ackson hauled down the secession flag, 
and consequently directed all the atten- 
tion of the mortar schooners to the lat- 
ter fort. The final result justified me in 
coming to this conclusion. 

“I trust that you will excuse me, sir, 
for dwelling so minutely on matters ^ re- 


lating to this important victory, though 
I have endeavored to make my report 
as short as possible. 

“ Every little incident in this ever-to- 
be-remembered drama will be interest- 
ing to the true lovers of our Union, who 
wiU rejoice over the fact, that the great 
river which is the main artery of our 
country is once more in our possession, 
and that we may soon hope to see the 
stars and stripes floating over every hut 
and hamlet along its banks. It only re- 
mains for me, sir, to do justice to the 
officers who have been under my com- 
mand during this arduous and sometimes 
unpleasant service. Commander Ren- 
shaw, Lieutenant Commanding Cuest, 
Lieutenant Commanding Waiiiwright, 
Lieutenant Commanding Harrell, Lieu- 
tenant Commanding Baldwin, Lieuten- 
ant Commanding Woodworth, are the 
officers commanding steamers connected 
with the flotilla. Their duties were va- 
rious and arduous — towing, supplying, 
and getting under the guns of the fort 
when opportunities offered, or they were 
permitted to expose their vessels. In 
the attack on the water batteries. Lieu- 
tenant Commanding Wainwright com- 
manded the Harriet Lane (as I noticed) 
coolly and bravely ; and his officers and 
crew did their duty, all the vessels ly- 
ing quietly under the heavy fire for fif- 
teen minutes, until it was time to open 
their batteries, which they did with ef- 
fect, until the time came to retire. Com- 
mander Renshaw made his rifle gun tell 
with effect, keeping his vessel in close 
order. Lieutenant Commanding Griiest, 
with his zealous crew, who had fired 


I 
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over 200 sliell at the forts at different 
times, kept his shell flying as fast as 
usual, bursting (as I witnessed) with 
s:oocl effect in the midst of the batteries. 

0 

Lieutenant Commanding Baldwin, who 

1 have always found ready for any duty, 
no matter how arduous or thankless, was 
in no way behind any one ; his heavy 
battery of nine-inch and thirty-two- 
poiinders rattled through the outer 
w'orks of the fort, helping to keep Jack- 
son quiet while our heavy ships were, 
forcing their way through logs chained 
together, fire-rafts, rams, to say nothing 
of the enemy’s gun-boats, iron batteries, 
and forts built to dispute the passage of 
any fleet which might be sent against 
them. The steamer Jackson, Lieuten- 
ant Commanding Woodworth, towed the 
Portsmouth gallantly into fire, though 
his position was more gallantly than 
wisely taken ; he Was fortunate that his 
vessel and the Portsmouth were not cut 
to pieces. I have been so struck with 
the energy and zeal of Lieutenants 
Commanding Woodworth and Bahhvin, 
that I hope the Navy Department will 
reward them by reappointing them as 
permanent officers in the service (if they 
will accept it), for while the navy is 
composed of such men it will never be 
defeated in equal contests. Lieutenant 
Commanding Harrell, of the Miami, has 
had under his command a most wretched 
and unmanageable vessel, and has not 
had an opportunity to do himself full 

justice ; he was always ready to do any 
service required of him, and on the night 
of the attack, with the rest, worked his 
109 


battery vcitli effect. As soon as the 
forts had been passed, on account of his 
light draft, I sent him to co-operate with 
General Butler, in landing troops out- 
side, which duty he performed to riiy 
entire satisfaction. 

“ If the efforts of the mortar flotilla 
have not met your expectations in re- 
ducing the forts in a shorter time, it 
must he remembered that great diffi- 
culties existed, first in the soil, which 
allowed the bombs to sink at least twenty 
feet, by measurement, before exploding, 
the difficulty of seeing the fort, as it is 
not much above the surrounding bushes, 
and the endurance of the casemates, 
which were deeply covered with earth, 
and better constructed than supposed ; 
but I am firmly of opinion that the 
moral effect of this bombardment will 
go far toward clearing all forts of rebels, 
and I draw attention to the case of Port 
Livingston, which held out a flag of 
truce the moment three mortar vessels 
appeared before it. Plag-Officer Parra- 
gut has ordered me to repair to Ship 
Island to await tlie arrival of the larger 
vessels, but not to commence aiiy ope- 
rations until he arrives. 

“I herewith inclose the reports of the 
commanders of steamers in relation to 
the conduct of those under their com- 
mand. 

“ I have the honor to remain, very 
respectfully, your obedie]it servant, 
“David D. Pouter, 

“ Commanding Flotilla. 

“Hon. Gideon Welles, 

“ Secretary of the Navy.” 
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Retrograde movement of General Curtis.— Generals Price and Van Dorn form a junction with Beauregard.— Return 
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Censure of the Confederate Government.— Action of that Government.— General Roane in command.— Guerrillas 
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Guerrillas.— Meeting of Emancipation Convention. 


The Territory of Few Mexico, so 
lately won by the united people of 
the Repiihlic, had now become a 
ground of contention between those who 
had fought side by side in wresting it 
from the common enemy. 

The apparently defenceless condition 
of Few Mexico was a tempting opportii- 
iiity that the bold marauders of Texas— 
which had united its destiny with that of 
the Confederate Government—eagerly 
availed themselves of. G-eneral Sibley, 
a native of Louisiana, and formerly an 
officer of dragoons in the service of the 
United States, mustered a considerable 
force, principally composed of Texan 1 
Rangers, and marched into Few Mexico 
with the avowed purpose of wresting 
that Territory from the authority of the 
United States. 

The Federal Government had already 
established several military posts to de- 
fend the frontiers and to protect the na- 
tive Mexicans and new settlers from the 
raids of the merciless Favajoes, Apa- 


ches, and other tribes of savages. The 
principal of these military stations were 
Santa Fe, Albuquerque, Forts Lar- 
ned, Craig, Fillmore, and Union, garri- 
soned by a few companies of United 
States regulars. When, however, it be- 
came manifest that the secessionists 
were about to invade the Territory, the 
Government of the Union made an ef- 
fort to increase its force there. A mili- 
tary department was at once established, 
embracing the whole Territory, and 
placed under the command of Col- 
onel Canby, a native of Kentucky, and 

* Colonel Edward Richard Sprigg Canby was born in 
the State of Kentucky, and entered the Military Academy 
in the year 1836. He is between forty and forty-five years 
of age. He graduated on the 30th day of June, 1839, 
standing No. 30 in his class, in w'hich wo find the names 
of General Halleck, General Stevens, Gonoral I’aine, Gen- 
eral Ord, Captain Ricketts, and,, other noted ulliecrs. He 
was promoted on the 1st of July, 1839, to the rank of 
second lieutenant of the Second Uniliid States Infantry, 
and on the 18th of June, 1846, was further ja-omoted to 
the first lieuteuiintcy. During that year ho held the reg- 
imental adjutantcy, and on the 3il of iMarcli, 1847, was 
appointed an assistant adjutant- general, with the brevet 
rank of captain on the staff. Ho was brevetted major in 
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an officer of repute in tlie United States I a tlioiisand New Mexicans and some 

army. The regulars being increased in ’ 


iiuiiiber, and the New Mexicans, w'ho 
were mostly loyal to the Union, having 
freelj' volunteered their services on the 
invitation of Governor Gonolly, there 
was soon mustered a force of about five 
thousand men. To these could be add- 
ed a considerable number of militia 
ready, when called, to aid in the de- 
fence of the Territory. 

On the reported approach of the 
Texans, energetic preparations were 
made to resist them. Kit Carson, 
the famous guide and companion of 
Fremont in his explorations across the 
Rocky Mountains, was stationed with 


friendly Indians at Albuquerque- K 
garrison of twenty-six companies occu- 
pied Port Craig, whose defences were 
strengthened by sand-bags, trenches, and 
abattis. Martial law was established at 
Santa Pe and Alhnqiierqiie, at wdiich 
important posts there were numerous 
adventurers and stragglers whose loy- 
alty could not be relied upon, and other 
precautions taken to guard against sur- 
prise and treachery. 

Toward the end of December tlie 
Texans were reported by the Indian 
spies to be advancing into New Mexico 
in two divisions — one on the Pecos 
Ptiver, under the command of Sibley, 
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August, 1849, for gallant and meritorious conduct in the 
battles of Contreras and Churubusco, in Mexico, and was 
also distinguished in the battle of Oevro Gordo. This bre- 
vet rank dated from August 20, 1847. In March, 1851, 
he was further brevetted a lieutenant- colonel for gallant 
conduct at the Belen Gate, the brevet dating from Sep- 
tember 13, 1847. He held these ranks while in the adju- 
tant-general’s department. In June, 1851, he was pro- 
moted to the full rank of cai)tairi in the Second United 
States Infantry, and relinquished his rank in the line. 
On the 8d of March ho was appointed major of the Tenth 
Infantry, wliich position he held in the “ Army Register” 
of January, 1861. On the 14th of May, 1861, he was fur- 
ther promoted to the colonelcy of the newly-formed Nine- 
teenth Regiment of United States Infantry, and on the 9th 
of November was appointed to the charge of the Depart- 
ment of Nevv Mexico. 

* ‘‘Romantic young ladies,” says a chronicler, “would 
he quite disappointed with the appearance of the hero, 
could they see him. He is below the medium height, 
chunky, has small, gray, twinkling eyes, with a heap of 
wrinkles bnmehing from their corners; a full, smooth- 
shaved, well-turned face; a good forehead, irregulaidy 
placed teeth, and light auburn hair that reaches to the 
collar of his coat, and is slightly silvered, covers his ears, 
is cut square all round, and half turned under at the ends. 
His voice is soft, his words all spoken very slowly and de- 
liberately ; his laugh is a decided treble ; bis talk is full 
of ' thars’ and ‘ whars,’ and his whole appearance reminds 
you of some good substantial Methodist minister; and, 
like aU persons who possess true merit and genius, he is 
very quiet, modest, and unassuming.” 


and the other on the Jornada, under 
Baylor. Colonel Canby, however, felt 
confident, though the enemy’s force was 
expected to he large, of being able to 
hold his position. On the Yth of 
February, the insurgent leader 
reached Fort Thoyne, en route to Fort 
Craig, and about fifty miles from that 
post, having heralded his advance by an 
inflammatory proclamation* addressed 
to the New Mexicans. 

The enemy continuing to advance, 
reached the eastern hank of the Rio 
Grande, and made a- demonstration 
against Fort Craig, on the opposite side. 

« PROCLAMATION OF SIBLEY. 

i “ The existing war is one most wickedly waged by the 
United States upon the Confederate States for the subjuga- 
tion and oppression of the latter by force of arms. It has 
already failed. Victory has crowmed the arms of the Con- 
federate State.s wherever an encounter worthy of being 
called a battle has been joined. Witness the battles of Bnll 
Run, of Manassas, of Lexington, of LtK'sburg, of Colum- 
bus, and the capture in the Mesiila Valley of the whole 
force of the enemy by scarce half their number.” 



I Crossing: the river, they tlirew forward tery. They were armed with carbines, 
a Golunin of infantry a tliousaiid strong, revolveis, and long se\en-poiind bowie- 
Pelj, in front of the works, and moved knives. After discharging their car- 
is/ eight hundred cavalry on the west- bines at close cjuarters, they drew their | 
em dank. They then approached in revolvers and reached the battery amid 
line of battle to within a mile and a half a storm of grape and canister. The New 
j of the fort, but immediately after re- Mexicans of Colonel Penes legiment 
I tired became panic-stricken, and ingloriously 

In the mean time Colonel Canby had fled. Captain Plimpton, with the United 
concealed his main force in the rear of States infantiy, stood his ground and 
the fortress ; but while the enemy were fought nobly until more than one half 
retiring he sent out a squadron of dra- were numbered with the dead, 
goons and mounted men, under Major “ With his artillerymen cut down, and 
Duncan, to charge their cavalry, now uri- with his support reported killed, wound- 
supported by the infantry. The enemy ed, or flying from the field, Captain 
gave way until they reached a ravine, McCrea sat down calmly and quietly on 
when the foot-soldiers coming up to one of his guns, and with revolver in 
their support, a skirmish took place, and hand, refusing to fly or desert his post. 
Major Duncan retired. Im fought to the last, and gloriously died 

On the next day the enemy crossed like a hero, the last man at his gun. 
the Rio Grande with the view of taking “ The Texans suffered terribly in this 
possession of the liigh banks of the desperate charge.” 
river opposite to Fort Craig. Colonel This put an end to the battle known 
Canby determined to .attack them. An as that of Yalverde, which lasted the 
Pel), advance Union force under Colonel whole day. The Uiuon loss amounted 
Roberts crossed the Rio Grande to two hundred killed and wounded, 
and had a struggle with the enemy, and that of the enemy must have been 
which lasted from early morning until very severe. Canby retired to the fort, 
noon with varied success. Colonel Canby and the enemy pushed on along the 
now followed with his main body, a fly- banks of the Rio Grande and took pos- 
ing battery of six pieces, commanded by session of Albuquerque, where they left 
Captain McCrea, and two howitzers. a considerable force, and of Santa P4, 

The battle soon became general, and where tliey organized a provisional gov- 
was carried on between the artillery on eminent for the Territory of New Mex- 
both sides and skirmishing parties* un- ico. Communications were now cut off 
til near the close of the day, when the between Colonel Canby, who remained 
Texan cavalry “ charged desperately shut up in Fort Craig, and Fort Union, 
and furiously with picked men, about to which alone he could look for sup- 
six hundred strong, on McCreah bat- plies and reinforcements. 

* K-ifc Carson was in command of the Union skirmisliers. TrOOpS WCre, hoWCVer, rapidly lliarch- 
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ed from the neighboring Territory of 
Colorado to reinforce the Unionists at 
Fort Union, and thus enable them to 
hold that post and make an effort to 
clear away the obstructing Texans and 
reopen communications. 

Colonel Hough, the commander at 
Fort Union, now moved forward with 
Mar* thirteen hundred men toward Fort 
26. Craig, while the enemy marched 
out from Santa F4 to oppose his ad- 
vance , and to attack Fort Union. 
Hough’s advance, consisting of three 
companies of cavalry, on reaching the 
Apache Pass, met two hundred and fifty 
of the enemy’s horse, and captured fifty- 
seven, with a loss on his own side of four 
killed and eleven wounded. 

Again, as Colonel Hough continued 
Mar. to advance, he had an engagement 
at Pigeon’s Panche, fifteen miles 
from Santa Fe. The enemy were eleven 
hundred strong. „ i 

“ The fight began about noon. Colonel 
Hough engaging them in front with j 
seven companies, while Major Chering- | 
ton, with four companies, attacked them 
. in the rear. This latter force succeeded 
in driving the rebel guard away from 
their supply-train, which was captured 
and burned. They also captured one 
cannon and spiked it. The fight contin- 
ued desperately till four o’clock, when 
it ceased by mutual consent. Colonel 
Hough withdrew his forces to a creek 
four miles distant.” 

The Union loss was one hundred and 
fifty killed, wounded, and missing, and 
that of the enemy was three hundred 
killed and wounded, and ninety-three 


taken .prisoners. After the battle the 
Union forces fell back to Bernal Springs, 
forty-five miles soiitli of Fort Union, and 
the enemy withdrew toward Santa Fe. 
Colonel Hough was suhsecpiently or- 
dered to return to Fort Union, and 
thence to march to Galisto by Colonel 
Canby, who moved out himself from 
Fort Craig, which was left in cliarge of 
a sufficient garrison. Canby formed 
a junction at Galisto with Houglvs I'- 
command, and moved against Povoilo, 
on the Hio Grande, where the enemy 
had intrenched tbemselves. On reach- 
ing this place he made a detour with a 
portion of his force below the position, 
and sent the rest of his troops, under 
Major Paul, to the rear. Thus favor- 
ably placed, Canby made a successful 
attack, with a loss of twenty-five killed 
and wounded. The Texans, now find- 
ing their design of wresting the Terri- 
tory of Hew Mexico from the Federal 
authorities obstructed, and being re- 
' called for service in other quarters, be- 
gan to retire. Abandoning Santa F4, 
they retreated rapidly down the Pdo 
Grande, leaving heliind them their sup- 
ply-wagons, and burying their artillei’y. 
When they crossed the Puerco Hiver, 
near its junction with the Rio Grande, 
in the course of their flight to Texas jjay 
they separated into small • parties 
and dispersed among the mountains to 
facilitate their means of support and es- 
cape, or to act with advantage as guer- 
rilla bands. It was, however, suppo^e^l 
that the Territory of Hew ^lexico was 
for the present freed from any serious 
attack from the Texan marauders. 
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At the same time that the Texans 
were iiivacliiig I^ew Mexico, it was ru- 
mored that the Confederate Govern- 
ment had intrigued to gain over the 
neighboring Mexican states of Sonora 
and Chihuahua. For this purpose it 
had sent, it was reported, confidential 
agents to the Mexican governors, with 
profuse promises of military aid, in case 
those officials should be found disposed 
to rise against the authority of Mexico. 
These attempts, however, were suppos- 
ed to have been without avail in conse- 
quence of the aversion of the Mexicans 
to the aggressive policy of the Southern 
States and their sympathy with the 
Northern cause. 

After the battle of Pea Bidge, in Ar- 
kansas, near the borders of Missouri, 
both antagonists seemed momentarily 
disinclined to further conflict. General 
Curtis, finding it difficult to obtam in 
the sparsely inhabited and much ex- 
hausted neighborhood of the battle-field 
the necessary forage and provisions, ' 
made a retrograde march within the 
borders of Missouri in order to be nearer 
his basis of supplies. 

Generals Price and Van Dorn at the 
same time retired rapidly through Ar- 
kansas with the main body of their 
forces, and embarking on the White and 
Arkansas rivers, sailed to the Missis- 
sippi, and thence succeeded in forming 
a junction with Beauregard at Corinth. 
Albert Pike, however, with his Indians 
and some Texan Bangers, was left near 
the borders of Arkansas to assist in the 
defence of that State and to harass the 
. army of Curtis in case of an advance. 


General Curtis’ army now ventured to 
return to Arkansas, and began to move 
on the track of the retiring enemy. The 
advance under General Osterhaus jji^y 
crossed the White Biver on the 9th 
of May, and took the road to Little Rock, 
the capital of the State. Great agita- 
tion was caused by this approach of the 
Federal army to the seat of government, 
and vigorous efforts were made to de- 
fend it. Some of the inhabitants coun- 
selled submission, while others advised 
resistance to the last. The Governor 
issued a proclamation calling out the 
militia of the State. In this florid ap- 
peal to the people, he said : 

" Fellow-Citizens — Again your au- 
thorities, charged with the duty of pre- 
serving and defending your State govern- 
ment, deem it imperatively necessary to 
call you to arms. Northern troops, for- 
midable in numbers and preparation, 
are in the heart of your State, marching 
upon -your capital, with the avowed pur- 
pose of subverting your government, 
plundering your people, eating your yiay 
substance, and erecting over your 
heads as a final consummation a despotic , 
ruler, the measure of whose power will 
be the hatred he bears his subjects. 

“ Will the thirty thousand freemen, 
capable of bearing arms, yet in Arkan- 
sas, look listlessly on, while chains are 
being riveted upon their limbs by a few 
thousand Hessians from the North— 

■ — ■ — hireling mercenary cowards as they 
are, seeking to enslave ns, that they may 
grow rich upon our substance, and di- 
vide us and our children as conf|uei’cd 
subjects ? This cannot, will net be : 
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our people, in the goverimieiit of their 
clioosing, ill the sacrediiess of their per- 
sons and the defence of their property, 
must be determined. We can and will ^ 
defend it, unaided if it must be so, at 
every cost and sacrifice, rather than live 
under the domination of the detestable 
and execrable Lincoln government. 

“ The enemy upon our soil is crushing 
to earth the proud spirit of our people ; 
presuming upon the temporary absence 
of many of our brave men, they seek to 
crush the energy and courage of the re- 
mainder. We will drive them from 
among ns. Where there is a wdll there 
is always a way. An enlightened and 
brave people will never be subjugated.” 

At the same time that from bis boun- 
teous store of objurgation he thus poured 
out curses upon the “Hessians of the 
ATorth,” he was not sparing in his cen- 
sure of the Confederate G-overnment, 
which had “ refused or neglected to pro- 
tect the people.” He even threatened 
the factitious government he had' so 
lately aided in forming, with a reminder 
of the sovereignty of Arkansas. “ It 
was for liberty,” he said, “ she struck, 
and not for subordination to any created 
secondary power H orth or South. “ If, ” 
he added, “ the arteries of the Confed- 
erate heart do not permeate beyond the 
east bank of the Mississippi, let Sontli- 
ern Missourians, Arkansians, Texans, 
and tlie great West know it and prepare 
for tlie future.” 

This significant hint seems not to have 
been lost upon the Confederate Govern- 
ment, which proceeded at once to make 
a show of doing something for the 


abandoned State and its qiieriiloiis Uor- 
ernor. Brigadier-General Ptoarie, Haj 
of tlie Confederate army, was or- 
dered to assume the commaiid of all the 
forces in Arkansas and defend the State, 
and that officer saiigiiinely declared, on 
assuming his duties, that with the re- 
serve placed at his command, he was 
confident of being able to drive the in- 
vaders from the soil. 

Though the enemy no longer ventured, 
since the retreat of General Price from 
Missouri, to appear in that State with a 
large organized force, they succeeded, by 
means of guerrilla hands, in seriously 
vexing the tranquillity of the loyal in- 
habitants. The famous marauder Jeff. 
Thompson, with a considerable number 
of cavalry and some artillery, persist- 
ently held New Madrid, and thence made 
incursions into the interior of Missouri. 
He was, however, not always for- jf-n., 
tuiiate ill these raids. On one oc- h 
casioii, while proceeding from New Ma- 
drid, he was met by a Federal force at 
Lukestown, and defeated. Being fol- 
lowed into the swamps by the cavalry of 
General Hamilton and Colonel Morgan's 
brigade, he was forced to leave three 
pieces of liis artillery in the hands of his 
pursuers. General Pope coming up 
; with a separate detachment of Tliomp- 
soiTs force, captured three more pieces 
of artillery, an officer, and several pri- 
vates. Jeff. Thompson siibsequentiy, 
after the retreat from Now Madrid and 
the fall of Island No . 10, moved d own 
the Mississippi with the reti*eating enemy 
to their strongholds below. Here he co- 
operated in the defence of Forts Wright 
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ami Pillow, and covered the approaches 
to Memphis from above. 

Ill the interior of Missouri the guerrilla 
bands continued very active in spite of 


the vigilance of the Federal troops. 
Quantrei became especially notable for 
his boldness and activity. The whole 
State was thus kept in a condition of in 
cpnetude which greatly hindered its res 
toration to prosperity. 

In consecpience of the uncertainties 

of the future/' testifies a cotemporary 
observer, “and the unsettled state of 
the country, there are but few making 
any preparations to put in crops. Farms 
are laid waste, and fences burned up 
along the road, and Union men are 
discouraged. The rebels have mostly 
gone South with their negroes. Some 
Union men have not only abandoned 


the idea of making crops, but are 
getting their wagons out, intending to 
forsake all, and emigrate to a place of 
safety.” ^ 

The Federal troops which had been 
left to guard the State had frequent con- 
flicts with these guerrilla bands, and not 
seldom succeeded in putting them to 
complete rout, as at Warrensburg (March 
29), Hammonsville (March 26) and 
Bloomfield (May 14), 

The Union cause had, in the mean 
time, so far gained the ascendant in 
Missouri, that a mass convention of 
“the friends of the Administration and 
those favorable to emancipation of the 
slaves of Missouri, under the plan sub- 
mitted to Congress by the Presi- 
dent,’^ was called to meet at Jef- 16, 
ferson City to nominate State officers. 


CHAPTEB' XIX. 

Siege of Torktown byMcClpnm Tiw, i? > , 

opinion, m rogard to tho Enomy, forca-.-OnoAT " '"*‘»™-«>»iditlrai ot tlio try.-. IJilli,,,. 

gun-boat, in tbe y,,* Eiver—Tho Mctrimaegnar,im.theT.inU_I Inio's Mills, 

binge Imttory in poBitlon.-Tlw effect of its fire A, ^ "I»»i ■> rialoubt of f|,e n„,,„y 

of tic Enemy, “>-pnI,e of the ISuemy.-Eyacnalion of.yorktown.-IMrA 


eneeal MoClellan having ti-ans- 
I 8 « 2 . from the banks of the Po- 

tomac his large and well-disciplined 
army of over a hundred thousand men 
0 the peninsula in Virginia formed hy 
_ e York and James rivers, prepared to 
■ly siege to the strong works the enemy 


had erected in front of Torktown, Their 
positimi extended across the pouinsula 
from l orfctown on the York River, to 
Warwick on the Warwick Greek, a small 
steam winch empties into the James 

I'rom the natural defence of this creek 

and the conformation of the laud in that 
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I direction, the eiiemv were enabled bv a 

t ^ V 

comparatively sliort line of works to ’ 
command all the roads up the peninsula 
leading to their capital at Pdchmond. 
They also held Gloucester, opposite to 
Yorktown, on the eastern side of the 
York River, where the banks of that 
I stream closely approach and form a- nar- 
I row strait. 

I General McClellan disembarked at 
Fortress Monroe with his staff on the 
Apr® second of April, and in two days 
after advanced with his army to- 
ward Yorktown. On making a recon- 
noissaiice, McClellan discovered that his 
undertaking was of a formidable charac- 
ter. “ The position of the enemy,” he 
wrote, “ is a strong one. From present 
indications their fortifications extend 
some two miles in length and mount 
heavy guns. The ground in front of 
their heavier guns is low and swampy, 
making it utterly impassable.” 

He accordingly made preparations for 
a siege in due form before attempting to 
make an assault. Mortars and siege- 
trains were sent for, and in the mean 
time the army advanced with caution in 
the direction of Yorktown, The right, 
composed of General Morrill’s brigade .of 
Porter’s division, two companies of the 
Third Pennsylvania Cavalry, and a por- 
tion of Berdan’s Sharpshooters acting as 
skirmishers, led the advance. ■ Yothing 
was seen of the enemy until arriving at 
Big Bethel, after a march of twelve miles, 
when their outer picket-guards were 
observed falling hack as our troops ap- 
proached. The bridge here having been 
destroyed, a delay of two hours occur- 
110 


21S i 

, , ■ i I 

■red while constructing another,. This | i 

having been accomplished, the whole j j 

army moved forward, and the main body |, ' i 

encamped for the night at Howard’s j ! 

Creek, where the enemy, after fii.diig a { i 

lew shots from a couple of field “pieces, ! i 

abandoned their works. General Mor- 1 j 

rill’s brigade continued to move on imtil j j 

it- reached Ouckleville, three miles in | j 

advance, and six miles from Yorktown. | j 

Early next morning the army again j | 

resumed its march, and at ten ^pj.^ | | 

o’clock was in front of the works at i I 

I I 

Yorktown. The enemy opened fire at I I 

once, which was replied to as soon as I | 

the batteries of Griffin, the Third and | j 

Fourth Pdiode Island, and Fifth Massa- 
chusetts could he placed in position. 

The cannonade thus begun, continued 
briskly on both sides until evening.* 

Three of our men were killed and six 
wounded. 

Everywhere was seen the desolating 
effect of war. “ The whole country 
through which our troops passed was 
formerly the garden spot of Tirginia. 

It is now,” reports an observer, al- 
luding to a space of country of ton miles 
which he visited in company -with a rcc- 
onnoitiing party, ‘‘perfectly devastated, 
and hut one house is left standing. The 
houses, fences, and trees have been 
burned by the retreating rebels.” 

Great difference of opinion prevailed 
in regard to the nuniher of the enemy ■ 

' at Yorktown. General Wool declared, 
officially, “I do not believe the army of 
I the Potomac will find many troops to 
I contend with.” One who affected to he 
cognizant of the secrets of the enemy, 
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declared : “They are in strong force at 
Yorktown, where they have at least 
twenty- five thousand troops.” Desert- 
ers came in with estimates varying from 
thirty to fifty thousand, while a tele- 
gram, supervised by governmental au- 
thority, was permitted to assert : 

“ Information received shows that the 
rebels have a force of sixty thousand, 
which is rapidly being added to by 
troops from the neighborhood of Eich- 
mond, which is one day from Yorktown 
by railroad and river, they having four 
steamers and sixteen transports in use, 
and by the time the roads are in condi- 
tion for the Union army to move, the 
rebels may be able to meet them with 
one hundred thousand men. 

“The flower of their army, .with the 
best arms, are in a strongly intrenched 
position. Previous to our troops occu- 
pying the present position, the military 
authorities had no means of ascertaining 

O 

the extent of the rebel works. 

“Information obtained through de- 
serting conti'abands and other sources 
shows that the enemy have nearly five 
hundred guns, some of them of the 
largest calibre. The rebel Genei'al 
Johnston, wuth some of liis forces, has 
arrived and taken command in person, 
showing that they intend making a des- 
perate resistance to the advance of our 
troops at every point. Their intrench- ^ 
monts extend entirely across the penin- < 
sula from the James to the York Elver.” j 
There seems but litlle doubt that < 
though previous to the landing of ^ 
McClellan on the peninsula the defences i 
of Yorktown were manned by less than | i 


t twenty thousand under General Magru- 
fc der, this force was rapidly augmented 

■ after that event by Confederate troops 
L withdrawn from the Eappahannock and 

■ Yorfolk until it reached perhaps sixty 

■ thousand. 

Eeconnoissances were daily made, in- 
trenchments thrown up, and a gradual 
advance secured for our batteries, A 
constant cannonade was kept up on both 
sides, and repeated skirmishes took place, 
in which the riflemen of Berdan’s corps 
did good service by the accuracy of their 
aim and the deadliness of their fire. Fo 
serious conflict, however, occurred 
until April 16th, when an attack *6® 
was made on the enemy’s position at 
Lee’s Mills, on a streamlet of the War- 
wick Eiver. 

General McClellan having discovered 
that the enemy were strengthening their 
works at this point, determined to put 
an end to their operations. He accord- 
ingly ordered a fire to be opened upon 
their working parties. Dor this pur- 
pose, the Few' York battery, commanded 
by Captain Mott, prepared to take po- 
sition on the left of the enemy’s wuirks, 
and the Rhode Island batl (,vry B, under 
Captain Bartlett, on the right, while the 
Third Yermont Regiment, acting a,s skir- 
mishers, were thrown out in front and to 
the right and left, and a force was post- 
ed in the rear as a reserve. A])Out 
eight o’clock, in the morning the ^6* 
first section of Captain Mott’s batteiy, 
consisting of two ten-})ouuder Parrot t 
guns, was advanced to within a].)Out a 
thousand yards of the enemy's work, 
and posted under the cover of a wood 
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; i near the Warwick road, to the right of 
I I an open field which extended to the 
i 1 creek. A fire was now opened, which 
I I was briskly responded to by the enemy's 
I batteries on the other side of the stream, 

I and with such accuracy of aim, that 

I three of our men were killed and 

I I four wounded. The rest of the guns of 
Mott’s battery being now brought up 
joined in the cannonade, which coritin- 
i lied for two hours on both sides, when 

i I the enemy ’s working parties were driven 
i away and their guns apparently si- 

1 lenced. 

! It was now determined by General 

I Smith, who commanded the Yermont 

I brigade, whose position was opposite to 

j ' the enemy’s works at Lee’s Mills, to 
throw a force across the creek and at- 
tempt to take the defences by assault. 
Accordingly, about three o’clock in the 
afternoon, Colonel Hyde was ordered by 
General Smith to take the four compa- 
nies, D, E, F, and K of the Third Yer- 
mont Regiment, which had been held in 
reserve during the engagement of the 
morning, advance, cross the creek, and 
storm the enemy’s works. At the same 
time four batteries of light artillery, 
commanded respectively by captains 
Ayres — •the senior officer, and therefore 

chief in command— Mott, Kennedy, and 

Wheeler, took a position so as to cover 
with their guns the storming party. . 

t ‘ The four batteries,” says an eye- 
witness,’*’ “opened a concerted fire on 
the fort, throwfing shot, shell, and spher- 
ical case into it in rapid succession ; then 
those four companies of the Third Regi- 

* CorrespondcB-t of N. Y. Herald. 


ment advanced, dashed into the water, 
which in some places came up to their 
armpits, and proceeded to storm the 
work. At this moment an iiiiiiiense 
force of the enemy, "who had lain low 
all this while, confronted our men, shoot- 
ing tlicin down in the water. The lirave 
little baud stood their ground nobljy and 
notwithstanding that many had tlieii* 
cartridge-boxes soaked in the dam, they 
crossed over and drove the enemy^ out 
of the rifle-pit or lower line of tlie iii- 
trenclimeiits. This position they held 
against a murderous fire for perhaps 
twenty or thirty minutes. At length a 
large body^ of rebel reiuforcemerits, con- 
sisting of tivo or three regiments, was 
seen advancing from the rear into the 
fort, and for some unaccountable reason 
our reinforcements not appearing at the 
proper moment, the brave battalion was 
compelled to fall back before superior 
numbers. W” e sustained considerable 
loss both in crossing and recrossing the 
dam. 

“ After the remnant of these compa- 
nies returned, our batteries, which had 
in the mean time ceased firing, opened in 
full force again. Then the Sixth Yer- 
mont Regiment was ordered to storm 
the work by the left flank. Led by 
their gallant colonel, Lord, the Sixth 
Regiment rushed into the water. Seven 
companies had gotten in and some had 
reached within about three rods of the 
breast- work, when, being in three feet 
of water, they were iramediatcdy met by 
the 'fire of a long line of rebel rifles 
which were popped above the parapets. 

> A running fire from a thousand small- 
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Fifteentli Hortli Carolina Regiment 
which bore the chief part in the strug- 
gle. They reported their whole loss 
to be twenty killed and seventy-five 
wounded. 

G-eneral McClellan continued vigor- 
ously to prosecute his siege operations, 
while the enemy seemed equally ener- 
getic in strengthening and defending 
their works. Occasional conflicts oc- 
curred in consequence of the attempts 
made to hinder each, other’s operations. 
The Union gun-boats which had moved 
up the York River, within a mile or two 
of the strait between Gloucester and 
Yorktown, by their frequent fire seri- 
ouslyimpeded the enemy in strengthen- 
’ing and repairing their works at those 
places. James River, on the other side 
of the peninsula, was carefully guarded 
by the enemy’s iron-clad battery Merri- 
mac, which ever and anon came up from 
Yorfolk, and seemed to defy the* whole 
force of the Union fleets. 

A spirited attack upon one of the en- 
emy’s redoubts varied the inonot- 
ony of the siege. This work stood 26® 
ill front of a wood near the Yorktown 
road, in advance of the main defences. 
It had a ditch six feet deep with a, sl.rong 
parapet, and was manned by two com- 
panies of intantry, but with nc) a.rtillery. 
It having been detenniiied to cari’y tlie 
redoubt, and ascertain the nature of (he 
works behind, five conqianies of Ma.s- 
sachusetts troops, consisting of throe of 


arms was poured upon our men. It 
was returned as well as the circum- 
stances would warrant. The breast- 
work was lighted up with a continuous 
sheet of flame, the artillery belched 
away at the enemy, shells were bursting 
over their breastworks, the smoke of the 
battle was ascending, and for a few mo- 
ments the scene ivas one of the grandest 
■witnessed in war. Not a man of ours 
flinched, but all returned the fire of the 
enemy wfith deadly effect. Wherever a 
head was put above the parapet they 
fired at it. Hence the rebels were 
mostly hit in the head, except those 
killed and wounded by shells, which 
must have been considerable. Many 
of our wounded were hit in the hip and 
lower extremities, indicating that the 
rebels were endeavoring to comply with 
Magruder’s order, to fire low and each 
bring down his man. Finding that 
rebel reinforcements were still advanc- 
ing, and owing to the apparent impossi- 
bility of making a successful assault with 
the bayonet. Colonel Lord retired wdth 
who brought most of their 
wounded comrades away with them.” 

The loss during this gallant but un- 
successful assault, includiug that of the 
storming party and artillery, amoimted 
to thirty-five killed, a hundred and 
twenty wounded, and nine missing. 
Captain Mott, upon whose battery 
the enemy seemed to have concentrated 
their fire, had three men kiUed and 
seven wounded. Seven of his horses 
were disabled. 

The- enemy lost one of their most gal- 
lant-officers, Colonel McKinney, of the 


men, 


>yea as a sKirmisrnng party to tiie lei 
e cornfield in front of tlie redoubt t 
prevent a flank movement of the eneiiiy, 
and Company I, Captain Rand, was held 
in reserve toward the right near a ra- 
vine, while Company H, under Captain 
Carroll, made the assault. Led by Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Wells, they advanced at 
double quick across the field right for 
the work. As soon as the enemy caught 
sight of them they opened a brisk fire, 
but the Massachusetts men continued to 
advance at a rapid pace in face of it 
with fixed bayonets, not a man of ours 
firing a shot until within a few yards of 
the ditch in front of the redoubt, wdieii 
they fired a full volley, which sent the 
eneni}?’ scampering away from the work*, 
into which our men sprang at once and 
took possession. A working party, de- 
tailed for the purpose, followed with 
picks and shovels, and soon demolished 
the redoubt. The enemy, in the mean 
time, opened fire from their main forti- 
fications upon our flanking parties as 
they came forward ; these, however, 
succeeded in escaping to the cover of 


was three killed and thirteen wounded. 
Fourteen of the enemy were taken pris- 
oners. 

The enemy on their side made an oc- 
casional sortie, but -were generally beaten 
back with heavy loss. 

After more than three weeks’ labo- 
rious preparation. General McClellan 
having advanced his parallels, got one 
of his large siege batteries in posi- 
tion, and opened fire at a distance 
of two miles upon the enemy’s works. 


and was aimed at the enemy’s shipping 
ill the York River, beyond York town 
and Gloucester. This caused a scattering 
of the vessels. The guns of the battery 
were now directed against the enemy’s 
works at Yorktowii .and Gloucester. 
The enemy replied with their large pivot 
gun, a rifled sixty-eight pounder, mount- 
ed on the heights of Yorktown. The 
cannonade was kept up on both sides for 
two hours, in the course of which about 
sixty shot were fired from the one and 
two hundred pounder Parrott guns of the 
heavy siege battery. During the night 
the eneni}^ kept up a brisk fire of shells 
upon the advanced parallels where our 
men were at work. On the next morn- 
ing the enemy opened fire with their 
columhiad, mounted upon the heights 
of Yorktown, and continued to fire it 
with great rapidity until its twenty-third 
dischai’ge, when “it burst into a thou- 
sand pieces, tearing up the parapet and 
making havoc with the crowd #110 were 
collected around it at the time.” This 
seemed to be the only gun capable of 
competing with our heavy siege batte- 
ries, and the enemy, after it had burst, 
ceased to fire, but our cannonade upon 
Yorktown and Gloucester was contin- 
ued with increased viffor. It now was 


position, and everything in readiness. 
General McCieHan resolved, after dedi- 
cating the coming Sunday to a sacred 
rest, to begin on Monday the bombard- 
ment of the enemy’s works, wRich he 
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did not doubt would result iu their total 
overthrow, and a triumphant victory for 
the Federal arms. 

These sanguine expectations, how- 
ever, were destined to disaiDpointment 
by a discreet movement of the enemy, 
who evacuated Yorktown and G-louces- 
May fer on Saturday night, though their 
retreat was not discovered by the 
Federal army until the next morning. 
General McClellan at once dispatched all 
his cavalry and horse artillery in pur- 
suit, supported by a considerable body 
of infantry, and ordered the fleet of 
giyi-boats up the York Eiver. “ I shall 
push the enemy to the wall,” declared 
McClellan in his official dispatch, and 
acting in accordance with these ener- 
getic words, he rapidly embarked Frank- 
lin’s division and other troops on trans- 
ports and sent them up the York River 
to West Point, with the view of flank- 
ing the enemy on their retreat toward 
Richmond, and thus co-operating with 
the immediately pursuing force already 
sent by land. 

The defences the enemy had evacu- 
ated were reported by the engineers 
“ as being very strong,” and the confu- 
sion that prevailed appeared to indicate 
a hasty movement on the part of some 
of the troops, although the main bod35^ 
had begun to retire several days before 
the rear-guard. The fugitives left be- 
hind fifty-two pieces of artillery after 
having spiked them, and a considerable 
amount of ammunition, camp equipage, 


and stores of all kinds. These they 
would doubtlessly have carried off if 
they had been able ; but there were other 
instruments of war found which they had 
designedly prepared to leave behind. 
These were torpedoes, which had been, 
with a savage perversion of the rules of 
warfare, ingeniously contrived, and so 
hidden on the roads, in the fortifications 
in the houses and streets, in the tents, 
and among the tempting baggage aban- 
doned, as to explode on the touch of the 
unwary. A telegraph operator stepped 
on one and was instantly killed, and a 
mounted man stood on another, which 
exploded and fatally wounded his horse.* 
By the ingenious expedient of forcing 
the prisoners to unearth these diaboli(ad 
machines, fLirther injury was prevented. 
Yorktown now being in possession of 
our forces, was garrisoned by the Forty- 
fourth Yew York Regiment, and placed 
under the authority of Brigadier-Cjeii- 
eral Yan Alcn, of Yew York, as military 
governor, while General McClellan pre- 
pared to advance with the whole of his 
large army, inspirited by tJio prospect 
of an active campaign. 

* “An officer told me,” wrotis ii corrcspundeiit of tlie 
X, V. JliTj tihij fclicit lie louml tliirty ol tilieiii within ,'i 
compass of ten scpiare rods, 'i'lu'j' are ehivcu-incl) roimd 
shell, and so concealed under the ground as to leave liUhs, 
if any, external indication of their presence. Captain 
Weeden and Colonel Woodhury dissected one, and found 
it to contain nearly four pounds of very coarse and very 
fine powder, mix(3d. Each has a quill fuse, and above it 
a plunger, with knob so coiislrucLed that a person walk- 
ing along and stepping upon it brings tlie plunger down 
with sufficient force uj)on a cap underneath to cause it to 
explode.” 
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CHAPTBE XX. 

Pursuit of tlie Enemy after tlie eva<?uatioii of Yorkto^vD.—The Enemy -witliin tkeir intrenckments at Vv'illiams'burg.-— 
Unsuccessful charge of General Stoueman.— Movements of various divisions of McClellan’s army.— Before Will- 
iamsburg.-— Battle of Williamsburg.— The Union troops hard luessed.-— Anxiety for reinforeenients.— -McGiellau 
in the field.— Heavy reinforcements.— Close of the battle. — Los-ses.— Evacuation of Williamsburg.— Occupation by 
McCleikm. 


The force of cavalry and light artil- 
lery under the command of Gen- 

1862 « 

eral Stoneman, dispatched in pur- 
suit early on Sunday morning, imme- 
diately after the evacuation of 
4* Yorktown was discovered, soon 
came up with the rear guard of the en- 
emy. Several skirmishes ensued, and 
many stragglers from the retreating 
army were cut off, but the main body 
succeeded in getting within their in- 
trenchments and under cover of their 
redoubts at Williamsburg. Stoneman, 
however, not waiting for his support of 
infantry, imprudently charged upon the 
enemy’s works, and was driven back with 
the loss of one of his cannon and a dozen 
wounded men. 

At noon of the same day the corps 
d'armce of Heintzelman and Keyes left 
Yorktown to join in pursuit of the re- 
treating and supposed demoralized army 
of the enemy. General Hooker’s divi- 
sion, followed by General Kearney’s (both 
of Heintzelman ’s corps d'armce), took the 
road leading from Yoi'ktown, and Gen- 
eral Smith’s division, which led the ad- 
vance of Keyes’ corps WariMe, marched 
by the Warwick Court House road. 


These roads united at Cheesecoke 
Church, about six miles from York- 
town, in the road leading directly to Will- 
iamsburg. Here the advanced divisions 
of Hooker and Smith met, but again 
separated, the latter moving on the 
Yorktown and Williamsburg road to the 
right, and the former taking the Hamp- 
ton and Williamsburg road’’’ on tbe left. 

In advance of General Hooker’s divi- 
sion was General Emory in command of 
a force of cavalry and artilleiy, com- 
posed of detachments of the First and 
Sixth Regular Cavalry, the McGlellaii 
Dragoons, the Third Pennsylvania Cav- 
alry, and Gilson’s battery. Overtaking 
a body of the enemy’s mounted men, 
they soon routed them by a fire from 
the guns, followed by a charge of cav- 
'alry. 

General Stoneman, who had been first 
sent in pursuit, and falling back after 
bis check, was now oti the Yorktown 
road, in advance of General Smith’s divi- 
sion. During the evening and night. 
Hooker’s and Smith’s divisions contin- 
I ued to press forward, and did not cease 
i their toilsome march in a pouring rain 


^ Tiiese roads imite not far from Williamsburg. 





number of redoubts, rifle-pits, abattis, 
and a strong fort called Fort Magruder. 
This work was a formidable structure, 
of an area of nearly half a mile, with 
stout parapets and a deep ditch. There 
were, moreover, twelve redoubts so 
placed as to flank each other and sup- 
port the main fort. The approach, to 
within a mile, was concealed by the for- 
est growth, and the fallen trees, which 
had been cut down to give a free range 
to the guns, were so placed as greatly 
to hinder the advance of troops. 

The other works, which were gen- 
erally small redoubts, were skilfully 
placed on the rising ground so as to 
command not only the ordinary ap- 
proaches by bridges and roads, but the 
whole space extending across the penin- 
sula in front of Williamsburg, 
i-t half-past seven o’clock General 
Grover had his brigade in position to 
open the battle. The .First Massachu- 
setts, the Second Few Hampshire, the 
Eleventh Massachusetts, and Twenty- 
sixth Pennsylvania regiments were de- 
ployed in front to the left of the Hamp- 
ton road as skirmishers to pick off the 
enemy’s sharpshooters and artillerists, 
while Captain Weber’s battery of artil- 
lery was advanced to within seven or 
eight hundred yards of Fort Magruder. 
While this disposition was being made, 
the enemy opened fire from the fort and 
one of their redoubts, killing two offi- 
cers and several men of Weber’s battery 
and forcing it to retire. The artillerists, 
however, being joined by some volun- 
teers, soon rallied, and, replacing tlieir 
guns in position, responded to the eii- 


and through the deep mire of the roads, 
until within striking distance of the en- 
emy’s defences at Williamsburg, before 
which the troops rested on their arms, 
waiting for the coming day to begin the 
attack. “That was a fearful night,” 
wrote a campaigner, “ and that a strange, 
eventful bivouac. The roads being in a 
dreadfully muddy condition, the troops 
had had a difficult march ; and there at 
night, without shelter from the rain, 
which was falling fast, without food or 
nourishment, they all, officers and sol- 
diers, reposed that Sabbath night, as 
best they could, on the wet ground and 
among the forest-trees.” 

The position of the whole force, as it 
bivouacked, was as follows : General 
Hooker’s division rested in front of the 
centre of the enemy’s works near Will- 
iamsburg, and General Smith’s division, 
and the cavalry and artillery under Stone- 
man, on the right. The divisions of 
Generals Kearney and Couch had halted 
]^jay in the rear. Early in the morning 
' the enemy defiantly moved for- 
ward their picket guards, which, how- 
ever, were made to fall rapidly back on 
the approach of our troops. General 
Grover’s brigade, which led the advance 
of Hooker’s division, arrived within full 
sight of the enemy’s works at six o’clock 
in the morning. The road on which 
they marched passed through a forest, 
thickly wooded, except where the trees 
had been felled to secure a clear range 
for the enemy’s camion. The position 
about to be attacked was a formidable 
one. ; To the natural defence of a dense 
forest and a ravine had been added a i 
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I emy’s fire. Captain BramhalFs K’ew 
I York battery came up half an Lour after- 
I ward, and being placed to the right 
I of Weber’s, the two, supported by the 
Fifth Yew J ersey Regiment, poured their 
fire into the works, while the infantry 
kept up a brisk discharge of musketry, 
and with such effect that in the course 
! of an hour and a half the enemy’s troops 
were dispersed and their guns appar- 
ently silenced. 

G-eneral Heintzelman in the mean 
time having arrived on the field some- 
what in the rear of Grover’s advanced 
I position, sent General Emor}^ to join 


(which, however, remained on the right, 
not having received the order) to move 
through the woods on the left, to coun- 
teract the enemy’s flanking maiicBiivre in 
that direction. 

The Massachusetts men advanced 
promptty, and were soon closely en- 
gaged. When the Eleventh had ad- 
vanced within fifty yards of the enemy, 
“ a rebel officer displayed a white flag, 
and shouted, ' Don't fire on your 
friends !’ Coloriol Blaisdell (of the Elev- 
enth) immediately ordered his regiment 
to cease firing, and when private Do- 
herty advanced to take the flag, the 


Hooker with his regular cavalry, four 
regiments of infimtry, the Third Michi- 
gan, the Third Maine, the Fourth Maine, 
and the Sixty- third Pennsylvania, Ben- 
son’s Second Artillery, two batteries 
from General Kearney’s division, and 
the Third Pennsylvania Cavalry. When 
Emory reached Hooker’s position with 
his advanced cavalry, he was told there 
was no use for mounted men in that 
quarter, and he was ordered to take the 
roads to the left and rear and observe 
the manoeuvres of the enemy who might 
he concealing themselves in the woods. 


rebel officer said to his men, ‘ Now, 
boys, give it to them!’ The command 
was obeyed, and we lost a number of 
men in consequence. Doherty was the 
first victim of the treachery, but ere he 
fell, he had discharged his rifle at the 
officer, who received retributive justice 
in the form of a bullet through the 
head.”’^’ 

The brave Massachusetts men contin- 
ued to struggle on perseveringly until 
they had exhausted all their ammiiiii- 
tion, when they were relieved by the 
Seventy-second New York (Excelsior 


Emory came upon a partly deserted re- 
doubt on the left, and captured seventy 
prison erSj but not being supplied with a 
sufficient force, was unable to effect little 
else beyond an occasional successful 
skirmish. ' 


brigade), under Lieutenant- Colonel Mo- 
ses, which in its turn gave way, after 
confronting a terribly destructive fire in 
an attack upon a battery on the left, 
and was replaced by the Seventieth Tleg- 
iment of New York volunteers (Excel- 


It soon became evident that the enemy 
were striving to turn, our left. General 
Grover accordingly ordered the First 
Massachusetts, the Eleventh Massachu- 
setts, and Twenty-sixth Pennsylvania 
111 


slor brigade), Colonel Dwight. As this 
regiment confronted the enemy, it wf\s 
mistaken for one of their own. The 
Confederate colonel, however, to make 

^ CorrcBi)Oiadent of N. Y. Herald. 
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sui’e, as lie displayed his own flag, asked 
Colonel Dwight to show his, who at 
once unfurled the “ stars and stripes,” 
Which the enemy immediately greeted 
with a wmlley of musketry, which was 
returned with good effect. The engage- 
ment now grew warmer as the enemy 
Were bringing up large reinforcements 
to effect their purpose of turning our 
left. The Seventieth held their ground 
with great firmness, though heavily 
pressed upon by superior numbers, and 
did not yield as long as they had a car- 
tridge left, or were able to get one from 
the cartridge-boxes of their fallen com- 
rades. Their colonel, after receiving 
two severe wounds, was made a pris- 
oner with several of his men, and of the 
thirty- three commissioned officers of the 
regiment, twenty-two were either killed 
or wounded. 

The engagement was now very seri- 
ous, and it became necessary to support 
our left with every available force. Gen- 
eral Patterson, accordingly, having ar- 
rived on the ground with his New Jer- 
sey brigade, led at once two regiments, 
the Sixth and the Seventh, through the 
forest, to oppose the constantly renewed 
efforts of the enemy in that direction. 
Piitterson m.et with a stout resistance, 
which greatly endangered the safety of 
his command. The Eighth New Jer- 
sey, however, coming up opportunely, 
succeeded in keeping the enemy at hay, 
who still persevered with increasing 
numbers in their attempts to turn our 
left. 

General Hooker, thus finding that the 
enemy were concentrating their strength 


on the left, where he was in command, 
became anxious for reinforcements. He 
accordingly, at half-past eleven o’clock, 
dispatched a note to General Heintzel- 
man’s assistant adjutant-general, in 
which he wrote : “ I have had a hard 
contest all the morning, but do not 
despair of success. My men are all at 
work, but a great deal exhausted. It 
is reported to me that my communica- 
tion with you by the Yorktown road is 
clear of the enemy. Batteries-, cavalry, 
and infantry can take part by the side 
of mine and whip the enemy.”* 

As General Heintzelman was sup- 
posed to be still on the Yorktown road, 
whither he had gone to join his com- 
mand with that of General Sumner, 
Hooker’s messenger was sent there. 
Heintzelman, however, had left and 
gone to the Hampton road in the rear 
I of our hard-pressed left, where he was 
hastening up the greatly needed rein- 
forcements. He accordingly did not re- 
ceive the note, which was opened and 
read by General Sumner, who sent it 
back endorsed, ‘‘opened and read by the 
senior officer on that field.” Sumner, 
stimulated by this note, ordered General 
Peck with his brigade to the front and 
right of Hooker’s command, to engage 
the enemy at that point, and thus divert 
his attack from the left, which was 
struggling against such odds. The roads 

were in such an ill condition from mud 
and rain, that there was considerable 
delay in getting these troops into posi- 
tion, and they were not able to bo of 
much service until late in the day. 

» CoiTCBpondeiit of N. Y. MraK 
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Sniitli’s division liad pushed on vigor- 
ously towards the centre and right. 
General Hancock had been ordered at 
an early hour to the extreme right, about 
a mile and a half east of the Yorktown 
road, to take possession of an abandoned 
work commanding a dam across a small 
creek, and to feel his way to the ene- 
my's left. Hancock had with him a 
force of about 2,500 men, consisting of 
portions of 'the Fifth "^^^isconsin, the 
Sixth Maine, the Forty-ninth Pennsyl- 
vania, the Seventh Maine, and the 
Thirty-third New York regiments, and 
CoAvan’s and Wheeler^s batteries of ar- 
tillery. Crossing the creek, Hancock 
took possession of the work Avhich com- 
manded it, and of another about 1,200 
yards in advance, toward Fort Magru- 
der. Brook’s Y ermont brigade pushed 
forward in the centre, and held their 
ground with great steadiness. 

The contest now extended along our 
whole line, but with the greatest activ- 
ity on the left, which the enemy were 
obstinately striving to turn by constant- 
ly bringing up fresh reinforcements. 
The New York regiments of the Excel- 
sior brigade, now strengthened by their 
comrades of the Seventy-third and Sev- 
enty-fourth, had returned with neAV spirit 
to the encounter, and were energetically 
sustained by the brigade of Patterson, 
consisting of the Fifth, Sixth, Seventh, 
and Eighth N ew J ersey regiments, which 
had gone to their support. The enemy 
CGiitinued to throw forward fresh troops, 
and kept up from Fort Magruder and a 
redoubt on its right a constant cannon- 
ade of shot and shell, from the havoc of 


which, liOAvever, our men were partially 
protected by the woods. “ Tree tops 
dropped oft’ as though they had been 
heads severed from human bodies by the 
keenest sword,” The Ne^v Jersey bri- 
gade suffered greatly, and occasionally 
wavered, but persevered in holding their 
position for seven hours, until relieved 
by fresh troops, in the lace of a terrible 
fire. “No troops,” says an eye-witness, 

“ ever sustained a more destructive fire 
or displayed lietter discipline or more 
determined gallantry. The number of 
the brigade Avas only 2,000, and its cas- 
nalties in killed and wounded are more 
than 800.” 

In the mean time the position of Gen- 
eral Grover’s brigade, which had opened 
the battle, Avas shifted more to the left, 
ill order to aid in resisting the concen- 
trated attack of the enemy in that direc- 
tion. As reinforcements had not yet 
come up in sufficient strength, and Gen- 
eral Hooker was compelled thus to move 
some of his infantry, his artillery Avas 
left without support. He deemed “ it 
better to run the risk of losing a few 
pieces of artillery than of losing the 
day.” The enemy at once discovering 
that the supports were removed, made 
a dash for the artillery, and siiCGeeded 
in capturing some of the guns of Bram- 
hall’s battery, Avliich, though gallantly 
defended, it Avas found inipossible to 
save, as most of the horses had been 
killed, and the Avheels of the gun-car- 
riages were deeply imbedded in the 
muddy ground, . Y 

Eemforcements now began to .ap- 
proach the scene of the struggle. Gen- 
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already been detached to serve under 
General Emory), the Thirty- seventh Kew 
York, and the Second Michigan, was the 
first to engage with the now triuniphing 
enemy. The Fifth Michigan was filed 
off to the left of the Hampton road into 
the woods, and was supported by the 
Thirty-seventh Hew York. Part of the 
Second Michigan was posted on either 
side of the road, and the rest held in 
reserve. A charge was now ordered on 
the left, and the Fifth Michigan and 
Thirty-seventh Hew York “ advanced in 
splendid style, driving the enemy before 
them away from the fallen timber and 
out of the rifle-pits beyond.” Hearly 
all the field officers of the Fifth Michi- 
gan were wounded in this charge, and 
their colonel, Terry, though he had been 
among the first to receive a wound, gal- 
lantly persisted in leading his command. 
The Fifth Michigan stoutly held the 
ground they had so spiritedly won. 

The enemy were now sending out de- 
tachments towards the centre, where 
they had captured a portion of Bram- 
hall’s battery, and were striving to ob- 
tain possession of the rest of the cannon. 
Captain Smith, however, had planted 
his battery in , echelon, on a knoll to the 
right of the road, whence he kept up a 
raking fire, which checked the enemy as 
they came out from Fort Magruder to 
seize the abandoned artillery. At the 
same time General Kearney ordered for- 

cavned from the field, their cheers mingled with those of ward twO Companies of the SeCOlld 
the soldiers who were just rushing into the battle. Tlie tit- j. i 

effecfc, too, was gi-eat on the other side ; for some of the MlClllgan to Charge On the enemy’s skir- 
in'isoners state that when they hea,rd the hands strike up mishers, who Were thronging ahoilt the 
the Star Spangled Banner, and heard oiu* soldiers cheOr, • m ♦ i n t 

they Vmw that the .dctoiy would he ours.”_Cbn-.^o«^ caniion. Tlus charge was gallantly made, 

iV. r. mrau. , . * and the enemy were driven back. 


eral Eeariiey’s, formerly HamiltoiTs, di- 
vision, of Heintzelman’s cojyrs d’armee, 
came forward at an opportune moment, 
as the left seemed about to he over- 
whelmed by the repeated attacks of the 
enemy, who had siicceeded in pushing 
their way into the woods near the Hamp- 
ton road, which had hitherto been held 
by Hooker’s troops. General Berry’s 
brigade of Kearney’s division was the 
first to arrive on the ground, followed 
by Thompson’s batteries, making their 
appearance at a ciitical moment, and in 
time to save our hard-pressed left. Geu- 
eral Heintzelmau himself had been near- 
ly surrounded, but “he made up his 
mind to be killed or captured by the 
enemy, sooner than leave a position 
where, at that critical juncture, he could 
by his presence inspire confidence in his 
troops.”'^ General Kearney, after a 
hasty conference with Generals Heint- 
zelman and Hooker, brought his troops 
into action. General Berry, with his 
brigade, in advance, consisting of the 
Fifth Michigan (the Third Michigan had 












A GALLANT CHARGE. 


General Birney now 


came forward became more Tigoroiis in their attacks 
with two regiments of his brigade, the on our right. General Peck’s brigade, 
Thirty- eighth New York and the For- which had been sent to meet the enemy 
tietli New York, whicji were, deployed in this direction, arrived on the ground 
to the right, in order to relieve those late in the afternoon, and became en- 
troops which had been in the struggle gaged with them in the open space in 
since the morning. The enemy con- front of their works on the Yorktown 
tinned their fire from the forts and oth- road. The One Hundred and Second 
er works, while at the same time they Pennsylvania Begiment was deployed 
pressed forward with their troops. The to the right, and the Fifty-fifth Now 
Thirty-eighthNew York, as soon as they York to the left, the latter being or- 
reached the front, were ordered to dered to prevent the attempts of the eii- 
charge down the imad and take the emy already described to capture tlie 
rifle-pits by the flank. Colonel Ward, guns, but arrived too late to efiect the 
taking two companies, led the charge in object. These regiments, together witl: 
the most brilliant manner, and drove the rest of Peck’s brigade, the Sixty- 
the enemy back from their position, second, Ninety-third, and Ninety-eighth 
General Kearney at this moment observ- were moved to the front, but after suf 
ing the advantage to be gained by push- fering severely, and beginning to waver 
ing this success so gallantly • won by it became manifest that Peck’s brigad’ 
Colonel Ward, ordered a portion of the was unable to hold its position, and i 
Fortieth New York to sustain him in was relieved by Generals Keim and I)c 
another charge to the rear of the enemy, vine’s brigades of Generah Casey’s div: 
This detachment of the Fortieth New sion. 

York was led by Captain Mindel, chief General Hancock, it will be reco. 
of General Birney’s staff, the colonel lected, had moved his brigade, at a 
being actively engaged with the rest of early hour of the day, to our extreni 
the remment in front. This second right, where he took possession of tw 
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artillery was safe, the Fifth Wiscoiisiii advancing to support the first. When 
Regiment, on the right, was ordered to the smoke cleared up, the ground was 
retire in the same manner as the others, covered with dead and dying rebels.” 
disputing the ground as it retreated. In the mean .time, while the battle 
Another line was being formed on either was raging along the whole line, and 
side of the redoubt by our retiring reg- the endurance of our men had been so 
iments. The enemy was pressing them severely tried that fears were enter- 
so hard, that when the Fifth Wisconsin tained of their being capable of further 
had reached the second line, followed by resistance, McClellan, who had been 
the Fifth Rorth Carolina, shouting ‘ Bull sent for, made his appearance on the 
Run, BalFs Bluff,’ it was immediately field. “ Regiment affer regiment, as he 
formed to the right and left of the re- w’^as quickly recognized, gave utterance,” 
doubt. ^ testifies a campaigner, “to a welcome 

“ The rebels wmre now within some of wdiich Rapoleon might have been 
forty yards, and Ceneral Hancock or- proud. Arriving at headquarters, he, 
dered an immediate advance of his en- without dismounting from his horse, 
tire line. This, it will be remembered, held a brief consultation with Greneral 
was composed of the principal portions Keyes, and approving his course, and 
of the Fifth Wisconsin, Sixth and Sev- especially his order for reinforcements 
enth Maine, Thirty-third Hew York, and to Greneral Hancock, joined him in a 
Forty-ninth Peiinsyivania regiments— ride throughout our lines. His appear- 
in all about 2,500 men. These regi- ance was everywhere the signal for an 
ments went forward with alacrity, and outburst of the wildest applause. He 
as they came close to the enemy, deliv- wore a plain blue coat, and his cap eii- 
ered a few volleys. Then General Han- veloped in a glazed covering. The ra- 
cock, whose politeness is equal to his pidity of his ride to the field had well 
bravery, gave the command, ‘Gentle- spattered him with mud, and the drench- 
men, charge !' and his gallant soldiers, in g rain had penetrated hiseverygar- 
with tremendous cheers, dashed down ment. He, however, showed no signs 
the slope. The enthusiastic spirit of the of fiitigue, and it was not until he had 
men seemed to be sufficient to frighten in person familiarized himself with the 
the opposing force, which was said hy entire field, and by critical observation 
prisoners to he General Early’s brigade, studied the exact position of the enemy, 
and with the exception of three resolute that he accepted the shelter of a room 
rebels who stood to receive the hay- which had been reserved for him at 
onets, the line broke and the rebels ran. bead quarters.” 

Pushing them down the slope, General With McClellan came heavy reinforce- 
Hancock s command halted and fired ten ments, whicli, as they arrived, wore 
or twelve volleys at them, and also at pushed forward to relieve the exhausted 
another rebel force which was obseived “ 
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troops. After tlie brilliant charge, how- 
ever, of G-eiieral Haiicockts brigade on 
our extreme right, by which the works 
of the enemy on the left had been taken 
and their flank turned, the battle ceased. 

The loss on both sides had been large : 
that of the Union army was computed 
at 455 killed, 1,411 wu3unded, and about 
500 missing; that of the enemy was 
supposed to be somewhat less. The loss 
in General Hooker's division, which was | 
most exposed, and almost entirely over- 
whelmed, was in the proportion of one 
to six, equal to. that of the allied armies 
at Alma, one of the bloodiest battles on 
record. The number of the enemy en- 
gaged, led by one of the ablest of their 
generals, Joseph E. Johnston, is sup- 
posed to have amounted to 30,000 men, 
while the Union army numbered about 
the same toward the close of the con- 
test. 

After the battle the Union army rested 
on their arms, in front of the works of 


the enemy. An hour after iiiidiiiglit it 
was reported that tliey were evacuating 
their works, and this being con firmed in 
the morning, our army, at dawn of day, 
took possession of the abandoned 
defences and the town of Williams- 
hurg. General Jame.son was the first 
to advance, with a reconnoitring pa.rty 
composed of two companies of the One 
Hundred and Fifth Pemisylvaiiia Ilegi- 
rnent and a detachment of tweh^e men 
under Lieutenant Gilbert. He first en- 
tered Fort Magriider, which was found 
deserted, and then bringing up his whole 
brigade, took possession of the other 
works and the city of Williamsburg. 
The rear guard of the enemy was leav- 
ing just as General Jameson entered. 
The town was almost entirely deserted 
by its inhabitants, except some linger- 
ing negroes, deserters, stragglers, apd 
wounded, who, to the number of about 
six hundred, were found in the streets, 
hospitals, and private houses. 
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CHAPTER XXI. ■ 

Morem.'nt of Franldin’s Divisiou,— Arrival at Brick House Point.— Bisembarkaiion of Union troops.— Opposition 
of the Encaay.— Battle of West Point.— Junction of McClellan with Franklin.— James Paver still guarded by the 
iMcrriniiic.— Appearance of the Mcrrimac. — Bombardment of Sewall’s Point by Union gun-boats.— Escape of the 
Mcrriinac. — Qoldsborough’s justification. — President Lincoln at Fortress Monroe. — Finds a landing-place, and 
directs an attack upon Norfolk.— Advance upon Norfolk.— Evacuation by the Enemy.— Occupation by Union 
troops.— Condition of Norfolk.— Burning of Navy Yard.- Destruction of the Mcrrimac.— Expedition up James 
liivcr.— Pepidse of Union gun-boats at Fort Darling. 
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It will be recollected that on tlie day 
after the evacuation of Yorktown 
was discovered, General McGlel- 
laii sent General Franklin's division up 
the York River in order to make an at- 
tempt to cut off the retreating enemy 
from their communications with Rich- 
Ujjiy mond. General Franklin having 
sailed up the river with his trans- 
ports, preceded by the gun-boats, suc- 
ceeded in disembarking most of his divi- 
sion on the afternoon of ]\Iay 6th, at .Brick 
House Point, on the west bank of the 
river, and opposite West Point, situated 
at the junction of the Matapony and .Pa- 
mimky, which unite to form the York. 
The enemy disappeared on the advance 
of the gim-hoats, and the troops, landing 
without resistance, encamped on a wide 
plain. Pickets were thrown out into the 
surrounding woods, hut no enemy was 
visible. Transports continued to arrive 
from Yorktown during the afternoon 
and evening with additional troops, con- 
sisting of the division of General Sedg- 
wick, but these remained on board the 
vessels, anchored in the stream. The 


gun-hoats of light draught moved up the 
Pamimky and Matapony rivers and 
seized a number of the enemy's small 
boats, to be used in landing our troops 
from the transports which were of too 
great a draught to reach the shore, where 
the depth of water was hardly six feet. 

During the night the enemy's pickets 
ventured to approach our encamp- juay 
ment, and shot a guard. This aroiis- 
ed the vigilance of General Franklin, 
who made preparations for a possible 
engagement on the coming day. At 
early dawn skirniisliers were thrown 
out toward the edge of the woods, ji^y 
and tlie -whole force drawn up in 
the plain ready to meet the ciujmy, wJio, 
Lowever, did not immediately make 
their appearance. Our trooi)S wore now 
recalled to tbeir camp for bj’cakfast, 
with the exception of the Xow York 
Thirty-second and the Xiiiety-liflh and 
Xincty-sixth Pennsylvania rc'gimouls, 
which were left as an advanced guard 
near Ihe edge of the woods that bounded 
the plaiji on all sides except toward tlie 
river bank. 
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Tlie enemy now began to show them- 
selves more o|)enly. .A coiisiderahle 
force was seen on the west side of the 
river, which, however, soon dispersed on 
being shelled by the gun-boats, and the 
enemy’s scouts were busy firing from the 
covert of the woods at our picket-guards. 
The troops were now hurried ashore from 
the transports in the river, and before 
nine o’clock in the morning General 
Dana’s brigade had lauded. In the 
mean time the Thirty-first and Thirty- 
second New York and the Ninety-fifth 
and Ninety-sixth Pennsylvania regiments 
Tvere ordered to advance into the woods, 
on the edge of wAich they had been 
posted, and clear them of the enemy’s 
scouts, who were becoming more and 
more troublesome. As they pushed 
on in obedience to these orders, driving 
the scouts before them, they came 
suddenly upon large bodies of the 
enemy advantageously posted with ar- 
tillery, and it became necessary, after a 
spirited struggle for several hours, in 
which our men seemed in danger of 
being overwhelmed by superior num- 
bers, to withdraw them. Our artillery, 
the Second United States battery, under 
Captain Arnold, and the First Massa- 
chusetts battery, under Captain Porter, 
were now ordered into position, the for- 
mer on the right and the latter on the 
left, and both began such a vigorous 
fire of shell that the enemy were soon 
forced to shift their ground toward the 
river, where they were again met by 
a no less active cannonade from the gun- 
boats. The enemy, thus driven from 
point to point, were at last forced to 
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give up the struggle and retire. Other 
reinforcements .soon arrived by tlie river, 
and General McCiellaii, on the next 
day after the battle, succeeded in 
effecting a junction with General 
Prankliii’s force, and thus relieving it 
from its danger in case of a concentra- 
tion of the enemy’s troops in that quar- 
ter. The loss of the Unionists in the ' 
engagenient at Brick House Point was 
forty-four killed and over a hundred 
wounded. 

It tvas evident that the advance of 
General McClellan along the peuinsiila 
to Bichinond would he greatly aided hy 
the passage of the gun-boats up the 
James as well as the York River. The 
former was, however, still virtual^ closed 
to our fleets by the dread of the Merri- 
mac, which had again, after a long 
absence, made its appearance in F® 
Hampton Roads under cover of the 
guns of Se wall’s Point. This seemed a 
favorable occasion for testing the formi- 
dable means which had been prepared 
for her destruction. Our gun-boats 
moved out and opened fire upon Sew- 
all’s Point, chiefly with the view of as- 
certaining the practicability of landing 
troops in that direction and- of reducing 
the enemjds works. The Monitor and 
the Stevens’ battery not only took part 
in this bomhardment, but were ordered 
to be in readiness to engage the Merri- 
mac in case she could be caught in a 
favorable position. This the Merrirnac, 
however, carefully avoided, and she was 
left iinassailed. Commodore Goldsbor- 
ough, to meet the general disappoint- 
I ment felt at the escape of this much 
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that this ship, together with the mer- of water when they are entirely empty, 
chant vessels intended for the purpose, Those may easily be placed in such a 
could run her down. If an opportunity position at high water that the ebb tide 
presented itself, the other vessels were will leave them—or, rather, the one 
not to hesitate to run her down, and the nearest the shore — entirely dry, while 
Baltimore, an unarmed steamer of light 'at the outer one, which maybe securely 
draught, high speed, ^and with a ciuwed anchored, there wiU be a depth of seven 
bow, was kept in the direction of the or eight feet — plenty for the numerous 
Monitor expressly to throw herself across fleet of light draughts that we have at 
the Merrimac, either forward or aft of our disposal.” 

her plated house, but the Merrimac did G-eneral Wool, in command at Fort- 
not engage, nor did she place herself ress Monroe, had warmly sympathized 
where she could have been assailed by with President Lincoln^ earnest desire 
our ram vessels to any advantage, or to malce an attack u[)on iNTorfolk, and 
wliere there Avas any prospect whatever readily adopted his sugg-ostioii. On Fri- 
of getting at her.” day CAmning, .Mny 9tli, accordingly, 

The recoimoissance, lioweAmr, of the the troops under command of (ien- 
gun-boats had demonstrated the practi- eral Max M' ober Avmre embarked at 
cability of landing troops, preparatory to Fortress Monroe, o]] board oJ‘ a, ilect of 
an attack uponJNorfolk, AAdiich it was de- trans2)ort stetuners, Avhich laid in tow a 
termincdnoAv to make, at the earnest sug- flotilla of canal boats. At inidiiioht 
gestion, it AAms said, of Mr. Lincoln, Avho they sot sail, and crossing Hampton 
had gone, accompanied by Secretaries Hoads, readied in an hour Oc.ean Viev', 
Chase and Stanton, to Fortress Monroe the point solocted for landing. Here 
after the eAuxcuatioii of Yorktown. The the transpoiis ajidiored, and before 
President, moreover, Avas so bent upon dawn Captain Davis’ conijiaiiy of ^ 
this movement, that, embarking together Bidiardsoii’s light artillery, ' (bl- 
with the Secretary of the Treasury, on loAvedby the TAVontioth Yew York Regi- 
hoard of the cutter Miami, he made a ment, had landed. General Weber ac- 
personal reconnoissance of the Avhole companied the advance, and immediately 
shore from ScAvalTs Point to Linn Haven pushed it forward to clear the Avay for 
Bay, to find a suitable place for land- the rest of the troops. Yo enemy were 
ing. The nautical men came to an un- found ; but it appeared that they bad 
favorable conclusion in consequence of only just abandoned the place. General 
the shallowness of the water, but Mr. Lin- Weber continued to march rapidly on 




DESTRUCTIOIS’ OF THE MERIlIMxiC. 


231 


city was placed at once iiiicler iriartial 


tlie direct road to Norfolk, but on reacli- | 
ing Tanner'S Creek, and finding tlie | 
bridge on fire, was forced to take a cir- ' 
ciiitous route. He was now overtaken 
bj tlie rest of the troops, under General 
Mansfield and General Wool, who as- 
sumed the chief command, and pushed 
on to hTorfolk, the abandoned intrench- 
inents in front of which he entered at 
twenty minutes before five o’clock a.m. 
On approaching the city, a select coni- 
iiiittee of the Comiiioii Council, headed 
hy Mayor Lamb, met General Wool, 
who was accompanied hy Secretary 
Chase, and formally surrendered the 
place, and at the same time presented 
certain resolutions of the Goimcil, to 
the effect that the surrender was made 
from necessity, and not inclination. 
There was a general appearance of 
gloom ill the city. The houses were 
found closed, and the streets deserted, 
except by the negroes and a mob of the 
Jess reputable inhabitants, some of whom 
gave evidence of their dissatisfaction, 
but were soon quieted hy an address of 
the Mayor, who told them that the “ city 
was surrendered : he had done the best 
he could : he had done all in his power 
to obtain protection for its inhabitants, 
and believed that they would he dealt 
with ill the most kindly manner.” 

The navy yard and works at Forts- 
moutli were found in flames, having been 
set on fire by the enemy’s force, under 
General Huger, as it retired from the 
city. A-ii effort was made to extinguish 
the fire, hut without avail, and every- 
thing — ships, gun-boats, workshops, and 
machinery— -was totally destroyed. The 


law hy General Wool, who appointed 
General Egbert Tiele militarv govern or. 
Tlie fear of the L’onfederate troops be- 
ing removed, the Union seiitiiiieiit in 
the minds of the people foiind expres- 
sion in various ways. Union meetings 
were held, and tlie iiewspa]')ers no long- 
er feared to sliow themselves loyal. 

On the evacuation of 'N'orfolk tlie en- 
emy abaridoned all their defences in and 
about the city, and tlieir formidable 
works on Elizabeth River and the bor- 
ders of the Chesapeake Bay, with ,a 
large iiumher of cannon and a quantity 
of shot and shell. This abandonineiit 
was the natural result of the evacuation 
of Yorktowii and Norfolk, hut the blow- 
ing up of the Merriniac, which took place 
on the morning of May 11th, seemed a 
wanton sacrifice, for which it .was diiOi- 
cult to conjecture a sufficient motive.’^' 

The following is the report of Commodore Tatnall to 
Secretary Jlallory of the Confederate Government : 

“ IlicimoNi), J%/ 14, 1802. 

“Sik; In detailing to you the circumstances which 
caused the destruction of the Confederate States steamer 
Virginia, and her movements a few daj^s previous to that 
event, I hegin %vith your telegraphic dispatcl^^s to me of 
the 4th and 5th instants, directing me to tal* such a posi- 
tion in the James Paver as w'onld entirely prevent the 
enemy’s ascending it. 

“ General Huger, commanding at Norfolk, on learning 
that I had received this order, called on me and declared 
that its execution would oblige him to abandon immedi- 
ately Ms forts dll Craney Island and Sewall’s Point, and 
their guns, to the enemy. I informed : Mm that, as the 
order was imperative, I must execute it, but suggested 
that he should telegraph you and state; the consequen- 
ces. He did so, and on the 6th instant you telegraphed 
me to endeavor to afford protection to Norfolk as well as 
the James lliver, wMch replaced me in my original posi- 
tion. I then arranged with the General that he should 
notify me when Ms preparations for the evacuation o! 
Norfolk were sufBciently advanced to enable him to act 
independently. 

‘‘ On the 7th instant Commodore Hollins reached Nor- 
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leaseii tJie Monitor anci the rest of the 

folk with orders from yoa to consult witk me and such 
as I might select in regard to the best disposition 
r < i.- made of the Yirginia under the present aspect of 
iliings. ' 

“ IV e had arranged the conference for the nest day, the , 
Sth; hut ou tliat day, hefore the hour appointed, the j 
enemy attackiid the Sewall’s Point battery, and I left im- 
mediiiMy \\ith the Yirginia to defend it.*’ 

VVe^foijud six of the enemy’s vessels, including the 
irv.n-clatl steamers Monitor and Kfuigatuck, shelling the 
battery.^ \Ye passed the battery and stood directly for the 
enemy for the purpose of engaging him, and I thought an 
a'di.m c,., 1 ain, particularly as the Minnesota and Vander- 
bilt, which were anchored below Fortress Monroe, got un- 
der ucigh and stood up to that point, apparently with the 
intention of joiningr their squadron in the Eoads. Before 
however, we got within gunshot, the enemy ceased firing 
and rtUu-ed with all speed under the protection of the 
guns of tlie fortress, followed by the Yirginia, until the 
shells from the Rip Raps passed over her. 

“The Virginia was then placed at her moorings near 
.-owall s Pomt, and I returned to Norfolk to hold the cou- 
i^rence referred to. 

“It was held on the 9th, and the officers present were 

mionel Andereon and Captain , of the army, se- 

ected by (ieneHd Huger, who was too unwell to attend 
himself, ami of the navy, myself. Commodore Hollins, and 
Oaptams bterrett and Lee, Commander Rkhanl L. Jones 
ana JueuteuantB Ap (Jatesby Jones and J. Pembroke 

“ Hia opinion was unanimous that the Yirginia was i 
wn employed hi the best mlvantage, and that she i 
^bould comnme tor the present to protect Norfolk, and i 
thus uffi.rd tune to remove the public property 
‘'On the next day, at ten o’clock a.m., we observed , 

loiftfc battery, and that it appeared h.,. 
been abiaadoned. I dispatched Lieutenant J. R Joneg" J 
the flag-heutecant, to Crauey lalimR where tb^ r ’ ^ 

federate Rag was still flying, and he there learL ^at i 
a lar-e force of the enemy hail landed on the hay shore 

at. s I rent battery was abandoned, andhur troom 

fM»ipafehed the same officer to Nore j 

Uc found the navy yard in Rarufs, ami tlmt all th^ i 
officers Jiad left by i-Hikomi On reachimr ? 

th« to . 

ui alBi. lett ; that rhe t-neiny were within half a mile of « 

‘f 'ij'" -“"‘J- Ltod ! 


foimidable flotilla wflich had been go 
^ long on the watch for that dreaded moii- 

“ It was now o’clo^TffilhT;;!^^ 

unexpected confirmation rendered prompt moasmns uec f 

sary for the safety of the Virginia. 

“The pilots had assured me that they could take the 
ship, with a draught of eighteen feet, to within forty mile! 
of Richmond. ® 

“■nris Ito chief pilot, Mr, Parri,*. ahd hie chief a* 

ant, Mr. Wright, had asserted again and again : and on 
the afternoon of the 7th, in my cabin, in the presence of 
Commodore. Hollins and Captain Sterrett, in reply to! 
question of mine, they both emphatically declared then 
ability to do so. 

“Confiding in these assurances, and after consultin^r 
wreh the first and flag lieutenants, and learning that the 
I officers ^generally thought it the most judicious course I 
(.letermmed to lighten the ship at once, and run im the 
liver f(.)r the in-otection of Eichmond. 

'■ All ham Is having been called on deck, I stated to 
them the condition of things, and my hopes that by reit- 
tmg up the river before the emuny could bo made awiue 

of our designs, we might capture his vessels which had 
ascended it, and render efficient aid in the defence of Rich- 
mond; buttliat to effect this would require all their en- ’ 
Pigy in lightening the ship. They replied with three 
Cheers, and went to work at once. The pilots were on 
deck and heard this address to the crow. 

“ Being quite unwell I had retired to bed. Between 
one and two o’clock in the morning the first lieutenant 
reported to me that after the crew liad worked for five or 
SIX hours, and lifted the ship so as to render her unfit for 
adion, the pilots had declared their inalnlity to carry 
eighteen feet aliove the Jamestown Flats, up to which 
point the .shore on each .side, was occupied by the enemv. 

On demanding from the chief pilot, Mr. Rarri.di, an 

eighteen feet could be carried after tlie prevalence of cast- 

“ 

L ’ ™ “l““l f»f«. an.l 

heir force was overwhclminr«'. I therc-ferf, ,i i i 
with the concurrence of the first and flmv T > 

-V. ttc crew ta “ p" 

the enemy, j Lav add tw 

suited, the course w formally eon- 

officerintheLT "herfr^^^^ -ry coimni.ssiom..d 
was aecorrlLglv pffi ! 

ia ihe vieinitj -.f rnr,.,- r7 ’'<b 

bireand aft for mvr. vi ■ ' ’ doir-lv 


4* -I- 

for..™o„U„.p,„toK„r,LoilH,; 

Vt e mardicd for yiufoiR^ 


•two miles, nv cliing it 
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carrying me nag-orncer, uommaiiaer 
Rodgers, the Aroostook, and the Port 
Royal, Lieutenant George IT. Morris, 
left Hampton Roads on the morning of 
May tPe 8th of May, and moved up 
S. the James River. At eight o’clock 
the first of the enemy’s batteries, at 
Day’s Point, mounting eight guns, was 
reached, hut its fire was harmless and 
soon silenced by the shells from the gim- 
hoats, which set the neighhoring woods 
ill a blaze. At half-past ten o’clock the 
flotilla came in range of the second bat- 
tery, at Point of Shoals ; this, mounting 
twelve heavy guns, some of which were 


in the evening, from thence came by railroad to this city. 
It -will he asked what motives the pilots could have 
had to deceive me. The only imaginable one is, that they 
Vkushed to avoid going into battle. 

" Had the ship not been lifted, so as to render her unfit 
for action, a desperate contest must have ensued with a 
force against us too great to justify much hope of sitccess, 
and as battle is not their occupation, they adopted this 
deceitful course to avoid it. I cannot imagine another 
motive, for I had seen no reason to distrust their good 
faith to the Confederacy. 

“ My acknowledgments are due to the first lieutenant, 
Ap Catesby Jones, for bis untiring exertions, and for the 
aid he rendered me in all things. The details, firing for 
the ship, and landing the crew were left to him, and 
everything was conducted in the most perfect order. 

“To the other officers of the ship, generally, I am also 
thankful for the great zeal they displayed throughout. 

“ The Virginia no longm' exists, but three bundred brave 
and skilful ofiicers and seamen are saved to the Confed- 
eracy. 

“ I presume that a court of inquiry will be ordered to 
examine into all the circumstances I have narrated, and I 
earnestly solicit it. Public opinion will never be put right 
without it. 

“I am, sir, with great respect, your obedient servant, 

“ JosiAU Tatnall, Flag-Officer Commamling. 

“Hon. S. E. Mailorv, Secretary of the Havy." 


lowed 

the battery three tini 
cle, silencing eleven oi me guns, 'rue 
twelfth was finally silenced by the Cfa- 
leiia alone, which, trusting to its iron - 
armor, remained in front of tlie battery 
and poured in a contiiiuons fire, while 
she apparently remained impassive to 
the response of the enemy, tkongli re- 
ceiving three shots which glided off 
without injiiiy. The wooden giin-hoat 
Aroostook was the only vessel iiijured, 
being struck by a ball which passed 
throngh both of her bulwarks, and cut 
away the maintopmast stays, hut did no 
further damage. The Galena, after si- 
lencing the last gnn of the battery, 
started to follow the other boats which 
were moving up the river, but got 
aground. She was soon set afloat again 
by the aid of her consorts, hut her en- 
gines having become clogged with mud 
and rendered immovable, she was taken 
in tow by the Aroostook. Soon after, the 
buoys in the river having been removed, 
the Galena grounded once more, and it 
was found impossible to move her until 

got off. . Her engines having been 
cleaned out,, she resumed her station at 
the head of the flotilla, which now 
moved up to Jamestown and anchored 
for the night. 

On the nest day (Sunday, May 11th) 
nothing was done beyond making a 
reconnoissance up the river. On Mon- 
day (May 12) the Monitor, Iheutenant 
George Jeffers, and the Haugatuck, 
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mean time, her armor not proving iin- 
penetrahle, she had greatly snflered, 
having had thirteen killed and eleven 
wounded. In addition, Commander 
Morris, of the Port Royal, was wound- 
ed, and two men on hoard the Rauga- 
tuck from the bursting of its rilled 
100-pomider gun. 

The well-directed fire of the enemy 
had, however, hut little effect upon the 
Monitor. Although struck three times 
by one solid eight-inch shot square on 
the turret, and two solid shot on the 
side armor forward of the pilot-house, 
no damage was done beyond bending 
the iron plates. 

Commodore Rodgers came to the con- 
clusion that the harrier was such that 
the vessels of the enemy, even if they 
had any, could not possibly pass out, and 
that ours could not pass in. Lieutenant 
Jeffers, of the Monitor, declared that 
“it was impossible to reduce suchv9-orks 
except with the aid of a land force.” 

The commander at Ward’s or Drury’s 


Bluff, as he terms it, Ebeii Parrancl, re- 
ported hut seven killed and eight wound- 
ed, and greatly exultetl over the “ hard 
blow” they had struck the “invaders.” 
The guns of the enemy were imdouljt- 
edly well served, and were supposed to 
have been manned b}^ the crews of the 
Merrimac, the Jamestown, and York- 
town. Commander Farrand gave ‘ ‘ Cap- 
tain Drury and his company” the credit 
of “ having fought their guns with great 
effect.” 

After the repulse at Ward’s Bluff of 
our guii-hoats under Commander ^|ay 
Rodgers, Commodore Goklsbor- 
ough moved up the James River from 
Hampton Roads, in order to keep open 
the communications with the defeated 
flotilla, and to co-operate with General 
McClellan’s advance to Richmond. In 
the mean time, the enemy having en- 
tirely abandoned all the defences on the 
banks of the river below, concentrated 
their efforts toward strengthening the 
position at Ward’s Bluff. 
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Retr'.il of tiw Enoiny t<> Ei'’lm!f«vL— Advanee of McCMIan. — Incidents of the March. — McClellan at White House. — 
K?f(rurj,tiirj of the T’auiuuky hy flu; Enemy. -“Destruction of Property. — McClellan reaches the Chickahominy. — 
Det.-rmiimtionof the Eu^>!uy.~-IIidimtmtl to he defended to the last extremity.— Prc.sident Davis questioned hy the 
Wrcinii, — An..,W!-r nf Davis.— McClellan’s advance across the Chickahominy. — Battle of Hanover 

Court House.— KeBnU.'>.-—BiittIc of Fair Oaks.— Two days' fighting.— xi siirpri.se.— Defeat.— Victory.— Final result, 
— Comp iratfvt iossus—Johiiston’s lieport. 



After tlie battles of Williamsburg 
M2 House Point, the enemy 

luiving uiiiierl their forces which 
hud taken part in those two engage- 
ments, continued their retreat toward 
Ricliniond. General McClellan having 
also .succeeded in forming a junction be- 
tiveeri hi.s ad\'ance from 'Williamsburg 
and that part of his army consisting of 
the divisions of Franklin, Sedgwick, and 
Fitz-John Porter, which had been moved 
up the York River and landed at .Brick 
House .Point, proceeded to follow the 
retiring enemy witli his main body as 
rapidly as the condition of the roads and 
the transportation of his supplies would 
allow. 

Leaving Williamsburg, the army 
May marched on the first day thirteen. 

miles, and on the next the advance 
occupied ISew Kent Court House, or 
Eassettviile, thirty miles east of Bich- 
mond, and three miles south of the Pa- 
munky, one of the tributaries of the 
Yofk River. The country through 
wjiicli the army marched is esteemed the 
nio.st fertile and beautiful of Yirginia, 
but it n.ow presented a sad scene of des- 


olation. “Many of the houses were 
closed and the places deserted except 
by the blacks, who seemed to stand in 
no fear of the Yanicces ; while others 
who remained liad white flags flying in 
front of their houses as peace-offerings, 
which,’* says the writer from whom we 
cjiiotc, “as far as I could learn, were 
religiously respected by our soldiers.” 

From KewKent Court .House McGlel- 
' Ian moved his army to Cumber- juay 
laud. “ The march was,” reports a 
campaigner, “one of great toil and 
privation. How up on the brow of a 
hill, then through a narrow causeway, 
where four men could scarcely walk 
abreast ; afterward tlirough a miserahle 
swamp or bottom, where the wheels of 
the artillery sank up to the hub.” On 
reaching Cumberland, however, near to 
the banks of the Pamunky River, a 
cheering prospect greeted the eyes of 
the weary soldier. While “ the troops 
were trudging along under their packs 
of baggage, beneath a scorching smij and 
amid clouds of dust, which at times 
threatened to put an end to the march 
by destroying our powers of respira- 
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McCLELLAK AT WHITE HOUSE. 


tion,” adds tlie campaigner before 
quoted, “ we readied the brow of a hill, 
and below us, upon a plain upon tlm 
banks of the river, lay spread before us 
a sight as beautiful as it was warlike. 
Two brigades lay in the field, and long 
trains of wagons were finding their way 
along the serpentine road to the camp- 
ground, and a perfect fleet of shipping 
lay moored in the stream, where twenty- 
four hours since floated the rag of Se- 
cessia.” This refreshing scene was due 
to the successful passage of the gun- 
boats up the York and the Pamimky, 
by which those rivers were opened for 
the immediate transportation of supplies 
which it would have required weeks to 
convey by land. 

Though the main body of the enemy 
was yet distant, their cavalry scouts 
showed themselves occasionally, and 
striving to cut off our baggage-trains 
and harass the advance guards, had an 
occasional skirmish with our troops. 
From Cumberland Q-eiieral McClellan 
advanced and established his headquar- 
ters at White House, on the Pamuiiky 
■River, where the Richmond and York 
River Railroad crosses. The enemy had 
burned the bridge and town and torn up 
portions of the railroad, but in the haste 
of their departure had left Ijehind them 
seven thousand bushels of wheat and 
four thousand l)ushels of Indian corn, 
may McClellan was thus at White House, 
only twenty-three miles in a direct 
line from Richmond. The rear-guard 
of the enemy was at Tunstal’s d6p0t, five 
miles nearer Richmond. 

On the lYth of a reconnpis- 
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sauce was made up the Paminiky l:>y a 
gun-boat in eoniiiiaiid of M.iir- 

ray, with two companies of infantry . i.in- 
der Major Willard, and a section of ar- 
tillery under Captain Ayres, on hoard. 
They sailed twenty-five miles up the 
river, occasionally slielling the ])anks to 
disperse the scouts of the enemy. Oii 
reaching Russell's Landiiig, “ two .steam- 
ers and some twenty schooners'’ w-ere 
found ill flames, having been set on, fire 
by the people to jireveiit them from fall- 
ing into the possession of the guii-hoats. 

A movement "of the advance guard of 
the Federal army on the main road jiny 
to Richmond forced the enemy to ^7® 
retire by Bottom Bridge across the 
Ohickahomiiiy. When our troops had 
reached within half a mile of the bridge,'’'' 
which was found burned, the enemy 
opened a fire of artillery from the othfir 
side of the river, which checked any fur- 
ther advance. The position now se- 
lected by the enemy to make a stand 
for the defence of the capital was on the 
western side of the Chickahoiniiiy, be- 
tween that small river and the city of 
Riehmond.f The enemy retired also on 

« Bottom Bridge is on tlie main road from Xew Kent, 
fifteen miles from Eiciimond. 

f Tlie Chickaliominy Eiver is sitnated in tlie soutlieast- 
ern iiart of Virginia, rises in Uanover County, and falls 
into the James iliver about seven miles above .Tame.stown 
island. It divides Henrico and Cbarles City ominiies on 
the right, from Hanover, Iseiv Kent, and James City 
coimtic.s on the loft. It furnishes extensive water power, 
passing through some uneven or Inlly country. It is, fium 
seventy-five to one hundred miles in length, .and winding 
in its course. Its source is in several streams or creeks, 
which unite a little north of Eichraond, anti as it pursues 
its onward course, two other streams empty into it. It 
is fordable at several places, and is crossed , at others hy 
rude bridges, and at a point about eleven miles from 
Richmond, hy Bottom Bridge, farther down the stretun 
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the lirie of tlie Riclimoiifi and York River son’s Mills, and at Meclianicsville. At 
Ilailroacl, “ l;>e fore the advance of General the same time a portion of the Rich- 
Bforieman from White House, destroying mond and Fredericksburg Railroad was 
, Hay railroad bridge whicli crosses the destroyed, and the communicntions of 

211* Chiekahoininy. Stoiiemaii now eii- the enemy at Richmond with the Rortli 
e;}m|a;d at Gain’s Mills, within a mile and seriously interrupted, 
a half of tho river, and (dght miles and a These successes of General Stonoman 
half from Richmond. It was evident were followed hy a general advaiHic of 
the Confederates had doterniiued to dc- the main army toward the left bank of 
hsal tlu-ir capital with the uiinosl obsti- the Cbickaliominy, wliilo new bridges 
na.ey. The Legishitureof Virginia passed liaving hoeii l)uilt, General Regley’s 
re.'olutiousdedaringihat Riehinundinnst brigade was thrown across the river and 
be defended, and que.stioned Fresidoiit succeeded in securing a position five 
Davis in regard to liis rumored intention miles beyond Bottom’s Bridge after a 
of abandoning it and the State of 'Vir> struggle witli a considerable force of the 
ginia. Davis, in answer, .stated that enemy, in which the Unionists lost two 
‘‘ he had never entertained the thought killed and six wounded. 

(it withdrawing the army from "Virginia Tliis advance -was followed by llic 
and abandoning the State; that if, in crossing of two divisions of General jjfay 

the course ot events, the capital should Keyes’ corps d'armce, and the send- 23. 
tail, the necessity of which he did not ing out of reconnoitring parties on the 
see or anticipate, that would be no rea- road toward Richmond. Other divisions 
soii^ for withdrawing the army from Vir- of the army soon after followed, and eii- 
gnma. The war could still he success- camped on the right bank of the Oliick- 
tmiy carried on and maintained on Vir- aliominy, wliile the van-guard a.dvanced 
giriia soil for twenty years.’’ to within five miles of Richmond. 

irom Stoneman’s position at Gain’s Tlie main body of the army, how- 
iiils successful reconnoissances were ever, still remained on the left of the 
made along tlie left bank of the Chicka- Chiekahoininy, whence a detachment 
ommy, and the enemy’s scouts and ad- under General Fitz-Jolin Porter, wal 
vance troops, after some active skirmish- dispatched from its camp at Cold m.v 
driven away'from their posts Harbor on an ‘expedition to Han- ^ 

t The object of 

huT movement was to disperse the 

forces of the enemy concentrated at that 
kK»i bridge called tbe Lo«g off their railroad com- 

between Richmond ami 
rain had heeii 
all night,- and cbnl-mued durino- 
. ;d'| the bo^mnng of the- march, rendering 









OF HAXOTER COFRT HOUSE, 


tlie roads exceediiigij difficult to pass. 
Our troops, however, bore up well un- 
der every trial of. their powers of en- 
diiraiice. 

With a squadron of the Sixth regular ' 
eavalry under Major Williams leading 
the wa:iy, and the Tweiity-fifth Reginient 
of Rew York Yoluiiteers, Colonel John- 
son, following as sldniiisliers, the col- 
umn moved forward. A])oiit six miles 
from Hanover Court House the mounted 
picket-men of the enemy came into view, 
but after- firing a fe-w shots, turned their 
horses and rapidly disappeared. Our 
troops moved steadily on, meeting with 
no resistance until they had marched 
three miles farther. Here the enemy, 
who had concealed themselves in a 
house and the neighhoring woods, al- 
lowed tlie Twenty-fifth Regiment, ad- 
vancing as skirmishers, to get w^ell wuth- 
in range, and then opened a musketry 
and artillery fire with great effect. The 
Twenty-fifth thus taken by surprise, and 
opposed by superior numbers, with the 
advantage of artillery, after Raving two 
companies cut off and captured, fell 
back, -while our advance batteries were 
pushed forward with a support of Ber- 
dan’s Sharpshooters to meet the en- 
emy’s attack. While a vigorous fire 
was being interchanged, tlie main body 
of the Union troops hurried to the aid 
of the advance. First came Genei’al 
Butterfield’s brigade, followed by that 
of General Atartindale and the brig- 
ade temporarily commanded by Colonel 
McQuade. 

General 'Morrell, who was in com- 
mand of the division thus suddenly 


brouglit into actioi], onlMi-fd the brig- 
ades as they came up in podi Vm to ‘•up- 
port the batteries. wlii<-h w^-re 1 

to shell tlie woods on tlic TiC'hL of IIh* 
road, where the enemy woio uu'],-; 
cover. After liolding du-ii’ giu-'ind * l- 
stiuately for two iiMur.-. ih.* ■ 

forced to retire. Gcm-rul 
Porter coming up at riii.' moiiM-m, ffi- 
dered a pimsuit by ButUTfiihr.- aiHl 
McQuade’s brigades, di^pa^!R4Ml txeuora] 
Martindale’s to make a recouiiui.-sjna'e 
of the Virginia Central Railroad, and 
advanced liiinself with the I’cst of hi.*' 
force toward Hanover Court House. 
As Martiiidale’s brigafie ]»rof;eodeiI to 
execute its duty, heu'lod by a doUndi- 
meiit of regular cavalry, loue of tlie 
mounted men was shot by u ecfuceuled 
foe, but no otlier loss was sustained. On 
approaching the railroad, a triiiri of the 
enemy was seen coming in from Rkii- 
mond, apparently loaded witli troops ; 
but it turned back at the sight of our 
men, who proceeded at once to de- 
astroy a portion of the railroad, burn 
the bridge, and cut the -wires of tbe tel- 
egraph. After accomplishing this work, 
Martindale’s brigade returned to join 
the main body. 

In the mean time, the enemy'', being 
reinforcml, rallied, and through their 
belter knowledge of the country, elud- 
ing their piinsuers, regained the cijver 
of the woods, and thus got in the l ear 
of our troops. General Martindale with 
his brigade was the first to 
: them, and was being hard pressed 
I when General Porter tmmed back to 
1 his rescue. ' 






keeping close to tiieir eoTer, could not 
be pursueil with advantage. 

The enemy were computed to have 
nuinhcretl, with the remforcemeuts, 


£mmm and other troops. The ad- 
vance division of this portion of the 
army was that commanded by Q-en~ 
era! Casey. Its position was in the 
fields on the right and left of the Ricli- 
mond and York River Eailroad to the 
north, and the turnpike road from 
Williamshurg to Richmond at the south, 
near Fair Oaks Station on the former, 
and a place called Seven Pines on the 
latter, about seven miles from the en- 
emy’s capital. The fields where Casey 
was encamped were hounded in front 
and on the left by dense w’oods, the 
edges of which had been cut dowui to 
form ahattis, in order to obstruct the 
approach of the enemy. A line of 
earthworks liail be<‘U hastil}^ thrown 

ares&OsfieJ that th<»re is iiDthin:; that they want, all 
the pla-te and oito’ valii.ii)ii*s lnnini^ long since been ro- 
mped to Eidunond, and me now bi'yond the reach of any 
I?orthem maranders who may wi^'h i''r their possession. 

■ “ WlFB o» Boebst Lkc, Oeneral 0. S. A.” 


eoimnand of General Branch. Our loss 
was fifty -three killed and. two hundred 
and ninety-six wounded ; that of the 
eneiuy was .Mippo.sed to he considera- 
hiy greater, X(?ar!y two companies of 
the Tweidy-lihli were taken prisoners, 
which regiment also had the largest 


Nearly three hundred of the enemy 
were captured.® 

Araong the tsiptares, after the siwcetssfal advance to 
Haaotvr Court Housie, was the family of General Bobert 
Lf;c of tilt CojiAiierate army, consisting of Mrs. Lee, her 
iSaatshtfr-in-lnw, ttk; wife of Colenel Lee, aowi two nieces, 
who wtri- to'.fijd in a country residtncft, whither they had 
k-LTi «;nt fVuiu Kichiuoiul, in order to be out of harm’s 
way . A w-irch /..f the h.ms« having been maide, with the 
view of securing any jiapers that might he of value, 
Mrs. Lee handed to tin- ofBi ..t in wnnnand of the squad of 
seat t*> perform that fiendfe the following note, 
with :U uuditiiaiiB iafainaations. directed to tiie oomniander 








1016 occasion prC'ChtCO 1 j)i il S«*- 

rere storm, in ilit,* water," of tlif 

rjliiekaliorriiiiy wei'c so cTa-utlv .'•wolk-L 
IS to wash away some of ilie Ichl/iC", 
Hid to threati.m iiie conimm lirtaTioic 
betweeii tlie .advance aiid Laab 

of the IJiiioi .1 finny,. The fueuiy 
teiied to take advantage of i.t, A large 
force, estimated at 18,000 men, tlie s’ik>. 
[>f their army, under the conimsnnl of 
6-eiieral Longstreet, accord 1,1 igly march' 
ed from Ilielioioed, along the Williams- 
burg road, and attacked , General 
Oaseyls division. 

When t,lie Union pickets were clrivei 
back, it was not siispecteci that the ' en- 
emy ivere coming in great force, .-anc 


these positions on the right bank of the 


LUncKianGininy ’Wiin ins aavance, pre- 
pared to cross the river imniediately 
with his main body, -with the design of 
driving the enemy before him and cap- 
turing Ilichmond. In his general orders 
l^ai of May, ^oth ' he, .told , his . troops, 
while giving. „ specific,' directions in 
regard to crossing the river, that, they 
were to go prepared for battle at a 
minute’s notice.” He again spoke of the 
approaching battle,: when, he appealed to 
the pride of his soldiers by reniinding 
them “ that the Army of the Potomac 
had never yet been checked.” 

The enemy in the mean time being 
made aware of this contemplated move- 
ment of his whole army by !HcClollan, 
determined to anticipate it, by attack- 
ing that portion which had already 
crossed the Chickahomiuv. A favor- 


men,,,, However, .soon foimd theiiiserves 
confronted by an army. Taken by 
surprise,, -.and receiving a ,. ii,re, ■ which 
.struck down nearly ■ 200 "inen mt the 
first ' volley, the. , Pein,Lsy],vanians tnrncd 
and fled in a, panic, crjmg oiit.that t:he,i.r 
regi,iiient • had 'been ■ ‘ ‘ all .■ e nt to ■ ■pi.eees'. 

The, 'arrival of . the, e« e.my in great 'force 
"being noiv .apparent,, .tlnv ,,whoie-,"Of 
Casey’s troops '• were hurried '■ out ■ and 
formed: into line. . Colonel -Baily. tlie 
chief of Casey’s artiliery,. soon succeeded 
in advancing ami getting his batteries 
into action. Spratts battery w'a.s posted 
in a field to the right of the road near 
the edge of tlio wood through which tlie 
enemy were advancing, and Regan V to 
the left of Sjnatt’s, supported oi! their 
left by the One Hundredth Xew York 
in the Wiliiamshurg road, on their right 


















tioris. ■An eftbrt was iirade to clieck llie left, ilio Xiiie^v-lrJy] an S fl'in- 
tlieofliglit of the paiiin-stiicken dred and Sefoud p.enip’.v’aehi ’.vlii-h 

Casej, who wn^re liasteiiiiig in disorder liad iiiorecl to the rhjin Y:;.f ii; -jitn! 
to the rear, but without aviul, and the danger. Whihwielajrjiv 'Abli 

full force of the eiienwls attack now .fell their foes in front, a Ini'nl'e ot the 
upon (jcmcirs division. succeeded in tiankii.'i- il** i -r <»! ds * 

At about half-|;aist fcuir o'clock in the M,ass'achiisett> nieis, jual pM-n-t'd in .i 
afternoon, ;tlie enemy, a,fter a pause- on deadh-d'ircnuijcaiCLlieir 'i, he rt 

tlie field from whicii they had driven !jrok<:‘. biitewilh ifdns’c'ie* 

Casey's division, advanced to meet ble discipline rc-huna-d. smd refiiruMl to 
(hrmeh's line, and from its oblique posi- take part in tie* fight, The ltOhhow- 
tioLi, with its right advanced, canie first ever, having lie* Uican lime hren 
into collision with the Twenty-third i strengthened by the arrival of Berry’s 
Pemisylvania. The eneniyh attack was | brigade and a portion of Jameson ’s, hutli 
gallantly met, and the Pennsylvanians, j of Kearny’s division, the gallant Tea ih 
barfing reserved tlieir fire until tlicir ! w*as moved to the right, wliei'e the en- 
foes wei*e very near, openerl with good | eniy, tlioiigli rria,!ii'nriy resisted {oid t:e:ni- 
ettect. . The enemy still coming on,. the ; porarily eliecked, -were, re}icwi,i.i.g: tlieir 
Twenty-tliird charged with their bay- | efforts with increased strongtli ami de- 
onets, and -succeeded in driving them ; teriuination. 

back, In the eager advance, liowevmr, j. Pressing lieavily iqjun the h’lrsi Lung 
of the Pennsylvanians, they exposed Island, after the d!>pcrsion of the Tweii- 
theinselves to the eriem^’-’s artillery, ty-third Pennsylvania, which laid been 
and were driven back in disorder and in Iront, the enemy succeeded in break- 
with great la, ss. Tlieir cokmei (Keile) ing its ranks also, hnr were met as they 
retaining hi.s colors, aiai ralhing le.ss | canitiniied to iulvunce ity an obstiimte 
tlian a hundred of his .scattered regi- | resistance on ih** part of the kitty- 
merit, tbrnied on the First Ia'.mg Islarnl isovacnth and Bixty-iurJi limnsyivauiu. 
ill Ills roar. The struggle nowvhecame | These reghneiits yitnckd tlnir ground, 
general on the right, which being hard i and then in good ordei*, lighriiig. us they 
pressed by iiiereashig numbers, Birney's retired, only wimn the enemy, rem- 
hrigade, of General Kearny’s division, forced by fresh troops, threatened com- 
w’hich w'Es on the way from the Chicka- pletely to overwhelm iliem. 11 Birneys 
hominy, was hurried to that part of the brigade, whieh had iioeu ordered to the 
field. ' relief of our right, had not been de- 

In the mean time, the Tenth Mas- iayeil in its march, it is not improhahle 
sacliusetts on the left-, getting entan- tiiat with the resistance thij enemy had 
gled among the abattis and the woods already, met, and the additional vigor 
on its right, wPithcr it- had . advanced, which would have been given to it by 
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fresh troops, .the daj might have been 
won. The enemy having now succeeded 
ill forcing back our line for more than a 
mile, ceased from further effort in that 
direction. 

As our right retired, the greater part 
of Goiu3rHl Couch's division fell back in 
the direction of the Williainshurg road, 
hut the (fciieral himself, with the First 
Aew Yorle Chasseurs, the Sixty-second 
Xew York, the Seventh Massachusetts, 
and tlio Tijirty -first Pennsylvania, with 
Brady's Ijatfery, being near the Pair 
Oaks Station, retreated across the rail- 
I'oad, and was thus cut oft from the 
main body of the army. “His posi- 
tion,’- wrote a campaigner,^' “was in a 
large open field, in an angle between the 
railroad and a road that runs from the 
Fair Oaks Station northward toward Yew 
Bridge. On the "west was a dense wood, 
■from whicli the enemy might emerge at 
anv moment, and on the soutli was the 
railroad and a fringe of -wood through 
which they could cross for a flank at- 
tack. Whether he had aiw road for re- 
treat the General did not yet know, so 
he formed two lines of battle — one to- 
ward the railroad, with a section of 
Brady’s hatter}^ supported by the Mas- 
sachusetts Seventh ; another toward the 
wood to the -west, with the other section 
of the battery supported by the Ander- 
son Zouaves, with the Thirty-first Penn- 
sylvania and the First Ohassenrs, formed 
close in the edge of the wood, under 
cover of a rail-fence. 

“ Lieutenant Edwards, who had rid- 
den down the Yew Bridge road, came 

® Corr Gspoiideat of K Y. Herald. 


back with word that Sedgwick’s division 
was only two miles away. Couch knew 
that he could hold his ground till ilicy 
came, so he was saved the misfortune 
of defeat. They hurried on and came 
up at half-past five o’clock, General Sum- 
ner with them. 'No change was made 
in Coiich-’s dispositions, save in the com- 
parative strength with which either hue 
was held. The First Minnesota, Colonel 
Sully, was formed on the right of the 
Chasseurs, and Pickett’s battery of Y"a- 
poleoii’s to the left of the Thirty-lirst. 
All the rest of the division was formed 
on the line toward the railroad. 

“ Shortly after six o’clock the enemy 
advanced through the wood on the 
west. * * As soon as the line 

of the enemy’s advance was known, 
Rickett’s bat{;ery opened and threw 
grape and canister into the wood with 
great effect. Brady was not idle either. 

* * But the line 1lve})t on till it 

was in the edge of the wood and within 
ten paces of where the Thirty-first Penn- 
sylvania, the First Chasseurs, and the 
First Minnesota lay on their faces, be- 
tween the rebels and the battery. The 
rebels could not see them, and as they 
came io the edge of the wood they 
delivered one volley at the Anderson 
Zouaves (Sixty-second Yew York) in the 
•field farther out. That volley killed 
Colonel Riker, and the Zouaves broke 
and ran. Yet they only ran twenty 
yards, when they were rallied and went 
right up to the edge of the wood and 
opened their fire. 

“ Yo sooner had the rebels, by that 
volley, emptied their guns, than the 






niorrmio:, 


adier-ifeneral A. U. liavis was lomid 
dead, there, and Brigadier-General Pet- 
tigrew, wo imded and liis horse killed, 
was there taken prisoner. When the 
rebel line advanced in the wood, Gor- 
mank brigade, from the line of battle on 
the railroad, was thrown forward on the 
right flank of the rebel line to turn it ; 
but when the musketry broke that line, 
and the rebels fell into confusion, the 


regar* 


York brigade, stretched across the Bkdi- 
mond and Williamsburg turnpike, with 
Pattersoids Yew Jersey on its right, 
both of Hooker’s division and Heintzel- 
man’s wrps i^armie. To the right of 
Patterson’s, and in advance, was Pdch- 
ardson’s division of Stoiieman’s corps 
^afmee. Sedgwick’s division, also of 
Stoneman’s corps d'armzCj was on the 
right and in advance of Bichardson’s, 


ers.'. 

' ‘ So closed the battle for that day, 
and G-enerai Couch, than whom his coun- 
try has no better, braver, or mores earn- 
est soldier, slept that night farther for- 
ward on the road to Bichmond, nearer 
to the rebel capital, than he had done 
any night before.” 

The losses on both sides had been 
very great, and the immber of officers 
who suflered proves the gallantry with 
which they exposed themselves to dan- 
ger,'^ 

® A correspondent of the Herald gives this summary of 
the killed and wounded : 

Brigadier-General Devens received a bullet in Uie 
right leg, but kept the field for two hours after it, Brig- 
adier-General Wessels was struck by a ball in the shoulder, 
but not disabled. A imrsket-ball passed across General 
(’ouch’s breast and only cut his coat. Colonel Btigg.s, of 
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botli being stretclied in line along the ade now took part in the action, and 
railway, and at right angles to Sickles’ with equal spirit. The enemy quailed 
and Pattersorrs Ijrigades. Couch still and retired before the impetuous ad- 
hedd the advanced position he had wmn, vance of our men on the right. On our 
and was supported by Sedgwick’s divi- left, Sickles’ brigade advanced with the 
si on. Birney’s brigade was also on the same resoluteness, and, after firing a 
railway, but in the rear of the other volley, charged and drove their foes 
divisions. back at the point of the bayonet. The 

Thus our whole line formed a right enemy were thus repulsed wherever they 
angle, within which were the enemy, attacked, and so conscious had they 
occupying the ground they had won on become of the impossibility of driving 
tlie previous day, the chief portion of our steady troops back into tbe Ohicka- 
tlieir force fiicing our main body along hominy, which was evidently their ob- 
the line of the railroad, on the north of ject, that they gave up any farther 
which was the latter, and on the south attempt for the day, and the second 
the former, partly covered by a swamp, day’s contest closed at the early hour of 
The enemy began the battle on Sunday nine o’clock in the morning, 
morning with an attack of cavalr}?' upon The enemy, though their attack had 
Richardson’s division. This, however, failed in its purpose, still held on the 
being repulsed by a fire of artillery, tbe second day most of the ground they June 
enemy returned in full force, and the had won on the first. On the third 
battle soon extended along tbe whole day, General McClellan had determined 
line. French’s, Howard’s, and Meagher’s to regain what had been lost, and ae- 
brigades ■were the foremost to engage cordingly formidable preparations were 
the enemy, spiritedly advancing across made to efiect this object. His line was 
the railroad ‘and into the swamp, until drawn up, skirmishers were sent in ad- 
they closed with their foes. Some of vance, the artillery was posted, and the 
our men occasionally wavered, being army advanced. The enemy, however, 
thrown into disorder by the ill-condi- refused the offer of battle, and retired 
tioned ground, but were rallied by their rapidly -toward Richmond, leaving not 
officers, who acted with great gallantry, only the ground we had lost to be re- 
Geueral Howard was conspicuous at the occupied by us, hut permitting our force 
head of his men, inspiriting them with to advance beyond, within four miles of 
cheering words and his dauntless hearing, the capital. The fruits of the bloody 
He was so exposed to the fire that he struggles of tlie fir'st and second day 
had two horses shot under him, and re- were thus not plucked until the third, 
ceived t-wo rifle-halls in his arm. He, when not a drop of blood was spilled, 
however, bound up the shattered limb The enemy confessed a loss in the 
with his handkerchief, and kept the field course of the two days’ battlc-i of 5,Sl)7 
to the Iasi. Biriiey’s Hew Jersey brig- killed, wounded, and missing, among 


LOSSES AT mYEls PINES. 


wlioni were five generals, twenty-three 
colonels, ten majors, and fifty-seven 
captains either killed or captured. The 
official report of the Union army gives 
a loss of 890 killed, 3,627 wounded, 
and 1,222 missing — making a total of 
5,739... 

General Longstreet commanded the 
enemy’s troops which made the first at- 
tack on Saturday, and in the course of' 
the struggle Generals Lee, Johnston,’^ 

® GKSEKAIj ati.smi K. oiiICFA-L KEPDIIT OF THE 

BATTliE OF SEVEN PINJW. 

Hiciimono, June 24, lS(i2, 
Gih. S. Cooper, A<ljntant and luspuctor-Genoral : 

Sir — B ofore tlio Htuh ila,y I liad ascertained from trusty 
scouts that Keyes’ corps was eneaiuped on tliis side of the 
Chickahoiniiiy, near the WilU;aa,si>nr^ road. Ou that day 
ilajor-Geiieral I». H. liiil reported a strong body imme- 
diately ill Lis front. Un receiving this report I detcr- 
luined to attach t’ueiu next uiorniug. Loping to he able to 
defeat Keyos’ coi’tis completely, in its more advanced po- 
sition, before it coukl be reinforced. Written orders w'ere 
dispatched to Major-Generals Jtill, Huger, and G. 'W. 
Huiith. General Longstreet being near my hciulqnartors, 
received verbal instructions. The receipt of the orders 
■was acknowledged. 

Gen, Hill, suppiu-ted by the division of Gen. Longstreet 
(who had the direction of ( iperations on the right), was to 
advance by the Williamsburg ruiul to attack the enemy in 
front. General Huger, with Lis diviRion, was to move 
down the Charles City road in i>rdcr to athickin flank the 
troops -who uiightbo engaged with Hill and Longstreet, 
uale.'S he found in his front force enough to occupy the di- 
vksiuii. Genei'al tiiuith was to march to the junction of 
the Kewf Bridge road and the Niue Mile road., to he in 
readiness either to fall on Keyes’ riglit flank or to cover 
Longstreet’s left. They were to niove at daybreak. 
Heavy and protracted rains during the aftemooii and 
night, by swelling the stream of the Chickahominy, in- 
creased the' probability of our having to deal with no 
other troops than those of Keyes. The same «iuse pre- 
vented the prompt and punctual movement of the troops. 
Those of SSmith, Hill, and Longstreet ■were in position 
early enough, hoivevcr, to commence operations by eight 
o’clock A.M. Major-General I<ongstreet, unwilling to 
make a partial attack, instead of the combined movement 
which had been planned, waited from hour to hour for 
General Huger's division. At length, ^twQ O’doiA: VJt, 
ho determined to attack without tr0O{^ He ttxt- 

cordingly commenced his advance at that honar, opening 


2i7 

and President ' Davis appeared on the 
field- with large reinforcements, -making 
the whole force of the enemy engaged 
eighty -five regiments and hattaliuns. 

the engagement with artillery and skirmishers. By tliree 
o'clock it became dose and heavy. . 

In the mean time I had placed my.scdf cm the left of the 
force employed in this attack, evith the division of Gen- 
eral Smith, tiisit I might be on a part of the fitdd where I 
could observe and be rciuly to -movt any counler inove- 
inent whidi the cnemj’''s general iniuLi niaice agaimt our 
centre or left. Owing to some prciiiinr condition of the 
ati'nosphere, the sound of the inn.-iketry did ri(;t reach ue. 
I . consequently deferred giving the signal fir General 
Smith’s adv.uice till four o'cli'fk. ;it wldch time Major 
Jasper IVhiting, of General Smith’, s staff, whrun I h.'wl 
sent to h.'.irn tiie htai.e of affdrs with {K-ncral Longeirtet’s 
ecdurjiUj returned, I’tqiorting thiit il was pre.s.-ing on with 
vigor, .^math’s ti-jop.s were at oiR'e moved forward. 

lliC principal tdraek was luade l>y Major-General Long- 
street with Lis own and .Mnjor-Geuer.'il Ik 11. Jlill’.s dlvi- 
sion- tho latter ruo.stly iti adviun.'e. IlSn's brave troops, 
adminibly coiiiaianded rynl gallantly Ict'i, forced thdr wtiy 
throngu the alnittis, wliidi funned 1 he ene-my'& external 
defences, :ind stormed their intreiiehmeuis by tt deder- 
rnined tmd irre,si.st}b](j rush. Such rvtis the intmiier in 
which the enemy’s lirst line wa.s ctirried, Tiie operation 
■was repe.itod with the same gallantry and snocoss as om* 
troop.s pursued their victori'.'tis career through the eneniy’s 
successive c;uup.s and intreni hments. At each new 
tion they ettrotuitered fn-sii troops belonging to it, and 
reinfonx-monts brought on from the nair. '’fluis thej' had 
hr repel ri^peated efforts t.u retake works vrhich they had 
carried ; but ilieir fnivauee tv.-is never succassfully re- 
sisted. 

Their onwani movement was only stayed by the com- 
ing of night. By nightfall theyh.id forced their tvay to 
the “Seven Tines,” having driven the enemy Itaek more 
than two miles, through their '.twu camps, and from a se- 
ries of intreuehmeuts, and repelled every attempt to re- 
capture them with great slaughter. The skill, vigor, aud 
decision wit it which these operations were conducted by 
General Longstreet are vyorthy of the highest praisst;. 
He •was wortMly seconded by Major-General HUl, of 
■ft'hose conduct and courage he .speaks in the highest 
terms. ' , ■ 

Major-General Smith's division moved forward at four 
o’clock, Whiting’s three brigades leading. Their prog- 
ress was impeded by the enemy’s skirmishers, which, 
with their supports, w'ere driven back to the railroad. 
At this point Whiting’s o^wn and Peitigvrew’s brigades 
engaged a superior force of the enemy. Hood’s, by my 
ord^, Htoy^ pn to co-operate with Longstreet. General 
'vm to hasten up with all the troops within 
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reach. He brought up Hampton’s and Hatton’s brigades 
in a few minutes. 

The strength of the enemy’s position, however, enabled 
him to hold it ixntii dark. 

About sunset, being struck from my house, severely 
wounded by a fragiaeiit of a shell, I was carried from the 
field, and Major-General G. W. Smith succeeded to the 
command. 

He was prevented from resuming his athick on the en- 
emy’s position next morning by the discovery of strong 
intrenehmente not seen on the previous evening. His di- 
vision bivouacked, orx the night of the 31st, within mus- 
ket- shot of the intrencliments -which they were attacking, 
when darkness stayed the conflict. The sldll, energy, 
and rtssolution with wijich Major-Gem-ral iSmith directed 
the attack would have secured success if it could have 
been made an hour earlier. 

The troops of Longstreefc and Hill psissed the night of 
the 31st on the ground which they had won. The enemy 
were strongly reinforced from the north side of the Chick- 
ahorniny on the evening and night of the 31st. The 
troops engaged by General Smith were undoubtedly from 
the other side of the river. 

On the morning of the 1st of June the enemy attacked 
the brigade of General Pickett, which was supported by 
that of General Pryor. Tiie attack was vigorously re- 
pelled by these two brigades, the brunt of the fighting 
falling on General Pickett, This wa.s the last demonstra- 
tion made by the enemy. 

Our troops employed the residue of the day in .securing 
and bearing off the captured artillery, small-anns, and 
other property, and in the evening quietly returned to | 
theii- own camps. 










We took ten pieces of artillery, six thousand (6,000) 
muskets, one garrison flag, and four regimental colors, 
besides a large nuniher of tents and camp equipage. 

Major-General Longstreet reports the loss in Ms com- 
mand as being about. 3,000 

Major-General G. W. Smith reports his loss at 1,233 

Total -.4,233 

That of the enemy is stated in their own newspapers to 
have exceeded ten thousand — an estimate Which is, no 
doubt, short of the truth. 

Had Major-General Hnger’s division been in position 
and ready for action -when those of Smith, Longstreet, and 
Hill moved, I am satisfied that Ktyus’ corps woirld have 
been dc,stroyocl, insicad of being merely defeated. Had it 
gone into action even at four o’clock, tlie victoiy would 
have been much more complete. 

Major-Generals Smith and Longstreet speak in high 
terms of the conduct of their superior and staff officers. 

I beg leave to ask the attention of the government es- 
pecially to the manner in which Brigadier-Generals Whit- 
ing and E. II Anderson, and Colonels Jenkins, and Kem- 
per, and Hampton, exercising commands above their 
grades, and Brigadier-General llhodes, are mentioned. 

This, and the captured colors, will he delivered by Ma- 
jor A. H. Cole, of my staff. 

I have been prevented by feebleness from making this 
report sooner, and am still too weak to make any but a 
very imperfect one. 

Several hundred prisoners wore taken, hut I have re- 
ceived no report of the number. Your obedient servant, 

J. E. JoiLNSTOif, General. 
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The progress of G-eneral Banks, in bis 

pursuit of Jackson tlirougli tbe 

1862 . - o 

valley of the Shenancloab, lias been 
already traced to Sparta. The enemy 
continued to %, and ’^mre rapidly follow- 
ed to Harrisonburg, Staunton, and Stras- 
biirg. Occasional skirmislies occurred 
with the rear-guard of Jackson, whose 
cavalry and flying artillery, under the 
skilful coinniaiid of Ooloiiel jishby, suc- 
cessfully cohered bis retreat. Oeneral 
Banks, persevered'.', iii'dhis, ' pursuit' 'across 
the Shenandoah, and occupied^ with a 
small number of troops, Front Royal, 
but kept bis main body at Strasburg, on 
the other or western side of the river. 
The force at Front Royal was subse- 
quently strengthened. The number of 
the troops and the object of tlieir ad- 
vance are thus stated by G-eneral Ranks : 

“In pursuance of orders from the 
War Department, Colonel John R. 
Reilly, commanding First Maryland 
Yolunteers, was sent on the 16th day 
of May from Strasburg to Front Royal, 
with in.^^t ructions to retain tlio troojjs 
mnler Major I'jmdale, attucbed fo (Icu- 
erai Geary s coimnand, and to protect 


the town of Front Royal and the rail- 
road and bridges lietweeii that town and 
Strasburg. The, forces; under bis 'eoffi-. 
riiaiid consisted of his own regiment 
(775 available men), two com'pameS' 
from the Tw^enty-nintli Pennsylvania 
Yolunteers, Lieuteiiant-Colonel , Perliaii 
commanding ; tbe Pioneer corps, Cap- 
tain Mapes, engaged in reconstructing 
bridges ; two companies of the Fifth 
Hew York Cavalry, and a section of 
Knapp^s battery, Lieutenant Atwell 
commanding. There were three*' com- 
panies of in&ntry stationed on the road 
nearer ' Strasburg—the 'Second .'Massa- 
chusetts, Captain Russell, at the bridge ; 
one company of the Third Yusconsin, 
Captain Hubbard, and one company of 
tlie Tiventy-seventb Indiana, about five 
miles from Strasburg. 

“ This force was intended as a guard 
for the protection of tbe town, and 
partly?' against local guerrilla parties 
that infested that locality, and replaced 
two companies of infantry ivith cavalry 
and artillery, wliiclj had oecupiod llie 
toivn for some weeks, uuilor Il-jjoi' Tvn- 
dalo, Twenly-oiglitli ITmnsyivaiiia Vol- 
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appointed army, that he was prepared 
to meet.” • , 

“ On the 23d of May,” says General 
Banks in his official report of the enemy’s 
attack on Front Boyal, “ it was discov- 
ered that the whole force of the enemy 
was in movement down the valley of 
the Shenandoah, between the Massannt- 
ten Mountain and the Blue Bidge, and 
in close proximity to the town. , Their 
cavalry had captured a considerable 
number of our pickets before the alarm 
was given. The little band which was 
charged with the protection of the rail- 
road and bridges found itself Instanta- 
neously compelled to choose between 
an immediate retreat or a contest with 
the enemy against overwhelming num- 
bers. Colonel Kenly was not the man 
to avoid a contest, at whatever odds. 
He immediately drew up his troops in 
the order he had contemplated in case of 
attack of less importance. The disposi- 
tion of his forces had been wisely made 
to resist a force equal to his own, and 
the best, perhaps, that could have been 
devised in his more pressing emergency. 

“About one o’clock p.m. the alarm 
was given that the enemy was ad- jjjay 
vancing on the town in force. The 
infantry companies were drawn up in 
line of battle about one half of a mile in 
the rear of the town. Five companies 
were detailed to support the artillery, 
which was placed on the crest of a hill 


iinteers, for the same purpose. It had 
never been contemplated as a defence 
against the combined forces of the en- 
emy in the valley of Yirginia.” 

In the mean time General Jackson 
had been largely reinforced, having 
formed a junction with General Ewell’s 
command, while a large portion of 
General Banks’ troops, consisting prin- 
cipally of General Shields’ division, 
had been withdrawn to add to the 
strength of General McDowell, who, 
having occupied Fredericksburg, re- 
niained there ready to co-operate with 
General McClellan in his advance upon 
Biehmond. 

The energetic Jackson, conscious of 
this weakening of his pursuer, prepared 
to turn upon him, and strike once more 
for the mastery of the valley of the 
Shenandoah. His first move was against 
Front Boyal, which General Banks de- 
clares to have been “ in itself an inde- 
fensible position. Tw'o mountain val- 
leys debouch suddenly upon the town 
from the south, commanding it by al- 
most inaccessible hills ; and it is at the 
same time exposed to flank movements 
by other mountain valleys, via Strasburg 
on the west and Chester Gap on the 
east. 

“ The only practicable defence of this 
town would be by a force sufficiently 
strong to hold these mountain passes 
some miles in advance. Such forces,” 
adds General Banks, “were not at my 
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Tlio eoiiipanies, tliree in number, 

.the. iiifaiitry and a,rti!Ierv. Gbir ' own 



left to guard the town, were soon com- 

force did not excefid 900- ineTi. Thev i 


pelled to fall back upon the main force. 

held their ground iiianfiillv, vicldincf onlv ' i 


There were then four companie.s on the 

' to the irre.sistil'jle power of ove.rwhelin- j 


right of the battery near the camp, un- 

ing numbers.” 1 


der Lieutenant-Colonel Diishane, and 

■Generab Banks was now admonished * 


five companies on the left, under Colo- 

of his own danger, and coniTiieneed to. ; 


nel Iienlj. The batterj, Lieutenant 

retreat down tlie vallev of the Blie- ' 


Atwell commanding, opened fire upon 

.naiidoah. The ma,steiiy iiia:nner in which j 


the enemy advancing from the hills on 

this was effected can he inferred from j 


the right and left, well supported by the 

bis own graphic statement of the move- i 


infantry, doing much damage. A de- 

nient : 

. 


taehment of the Fifth Xew ITork Cavalry ^ 

Information wa.s received,” he savs 



was ordered to advance upon the road. 

in his report, “on the evening of May 



which was attempted, but did not sue- 

23d, that the enemy in verv large force 



ceed. They held this position for an 

had de.scended oii the guard at Front 



hour, when they were compelled to re- 

Royal, Colonel Kenly, First Maryland 



treat across the river, which was done 

Piegimeiit, coinmandin g, burning th e 



in good order, their camp and stores 

bridges and driving oiir troops toward 



having been first destroyed. 

Strashiirg with great loss. Owing to 



“ On the opposite side tlioir lines were 

what was deemed jin extravagant state- 



again formed, and the battery, in posi- 

ment of the enemy's strength, these re- 



tion, opened its fire upon the enemy 

ports were received with some distrust ; 



while fording the river. They were 

but a regiment of infantry, with a strong 



again ordered to move, left in front, on 

detachment of cavalrv and a section of 



the Winchester road, and had proceed- 

artillery, wmre immedia tel v sent to rein- 



ed about, two miles when they were 

force Colonel Kenly, Later in the even- 



overtaken by the enemy’s cavalry, and 

ing, dispatches from fugitives who had 



a fearful fight ensued, which ended in 

escaped io Winchester informed us that 



the complete destruction of the com- 

Colonel Kenly 's force had 1)een destroy- 



mand. Colonel Kenly, at the head of 

ed, with luit few exceptions, and the 



his column, was wounded in this action. 

enemy, 15,000 or 20,000 strong, were 



The train and one gun were captured. 

advancing by rapid marches on Win- 



One gun was brought within five 2 niles 

Chester. 



of Winchester, and abandoned by Lieu- 

“ Orders were immediately given to 



tenant Atwell only when his horses were 

halt tlje reinforcements sent to Front 



broken down. The enemy’s force is es- 

Royal, which had moved by different 



timated at 8,000. /The fighting was 

routes, and detachments of troops, im- 



mostly done by the cavalry on the, side 

der experienced officers, were sent in 



of the rebels, with active support from 

every dircediou to explore the roads 
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’t' .h'. « _ ...j J 




l‘ 250 the war with THE SOUTH. 

imteers, for the same purpose. It had appointed army, that he was prepared 
never been contemplated as a defence to meet.” 

against the combined forces of the en- “ On the 23d of May,” says General 
erny in the valley of Virginia.” Banks in his official report of the enemy’s 

I 111 the mean time General Jackson attack on Front Royal, “ it was disco v- 
had been largely reinforced, having ered that the whole force of the enemy 
I formed a junction with General Ewell’s was in movement down the valley of 
! command, while a large portion of the Shenandoah, between the Massanut- 
General Banks’ troops, consisting prin- ten Mountain and the Blue Ridge, and 
1 cipally of General Shields’ division, in close proximity to the town. , Their 
! had l)een withdr.awn to add to the cavalry had captured a considerable 
strength of General McDowell, who, number of our pickets before the alarm 
having occmpied Fredericksburg, re- • was given. The little band which was 
mained there ready to co-operate with charged with the protection of the rail- 
General McClellan in his advance upon road and bridges found itself instanta- 
Richmorid. neously compelled to choose between 

The energetic Jackson, conscious of an immediate retreat or a contest wdth 
this -weakeiiing of his pursuer, prepared the enemy against overwhelming nuin- 
to turn upon liim, and strike once more hers. Colonel Kenly was not the man 
for the mastery of the valley of the to avoid a contest, at whatever odds. 
Shenandoah. His first move was against He immediately drew up his troops in 
Front Royal, which General Banks de- the order he had contemplated in case of 
dares to have been ‘'in itself an hide- attack of less importance. The disposi- 
fensible position. Two mountain val- tion of his forces had been wisely made 
leys debouch suddenly upon the town to resist a force equal to his own, and 
from the south, commanding it by al- the best, perhaps, that could have been 
most inaccessible hhls ; and it is at the devised in his more pressing emergency, 
same time exposed to flank movements “About one o’clock p.m. the alarm 
by other mountain valleys, via Strasburg was given that the enemy ^vas ad- jjay 
on the west and Chester Gap on the vancing on the town in force. The 
®^st. infantry companies were drawn up in 

“ The only practicable defence of this line of battle about one half of a mile in 
town would be by a force sufficiently the rear of the town. Five companies 
strong to hold these mountain passes were detailed to support the artillery, 
some miles in advance. Such forces,” which was placed on the crest of a hill 
adds General Baiiks, “ were not at my commanding a meadow of some extent, 
disposal, and no such expectations were over which the enemy must pass to 
, oulertained from the slender command reach the bridge — one company guard- 
of Coloxiel. Renly, It was a guerrilla ing the regimental camp, nearer to the 
force, and not an organized and well- river, on the right of the line. 
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‘‘ Tlie coiiipaiiies. tliree in number, 
left to guard the town, were soon com- 
pelled to fall back upon the main force. 
There were then four companies on the 
right of the battery near the camp, un- 
der Lieutenant-Colonel Dusliane, and 
fixm companies on the left, under Colo- 
nel Eenly. The battery, Lieutenant 
Atwisil commanding, opened fire upon 
the enemy advancing from the hills on 
the right and left, well supported by tlie 
infantry, doing much damage. A de- 
tachment of the Fifth New York Cavalry 
was ordered to advance upon the road, 
which was attempted, hut did not suc- 
ceed. They held this position for an 
hour, when they were compelled to re- 
treat across the river, which wa: 
in good order, their 
liaving been first destroyed. 

“ On the opposite side their lines were 
again formed, and the battery, in posi- 
tion, opened its fire upon the enemy 
while -fording the river. They 
again ordered to move, left in front, on 
the Winchester road, and had proceed- 
ed about two miles whien they were 
overtaken by the enemy’s cavaliy, and 
a fearful fight ensued, which ended in 
the complete destruction of the com- 
mand. Coloiiel Kcnly, at the head of 
his column, was wounded in this action. 
The train and one gun were captured. 
One gun wms brought within five miles 
of Winchester, and abandoned hy Lieu- 
tenant Atwell only when his horses were 
broken down. The enemy’s force is es- 
timated at 8,000. The fighting was 
mostly done by the cavalry on the side 
of the rebels, with active support from 


L-iie laiaiitry aiiCi tirtiiJery. Uiir. own 
force did not exceed 900 men. Their 
held their ground manfully, yieldiinz.only 
to the irresistible power of overwhelni- 
ing nimibers.” 

■General Banks was now admonished 
of liis own danger, a,.rid comniericed to 
retreat down the vail 
iiandoah. The n 
this was eflectc' 
liis own graphic 
merit : 

“ Information 
in his report, ‘‘ on the 


was received," he sa.y 3 
evening of May, 
23d, that the enemy in very Ia.rge force 
had descended on the guard at Front 
Ptoyal, Colonel Kenly, First Maryland 
done I Eegiment, cornrnanding, burniTtg the 
camp and stores j bridges and driving our troops toward 
I Strashurg with great loss. Owing to 
I what was deemed an extravagant state- 
I ment of the enemy *s strerigth, these re- 
I ports were received with some distrust y 
were I hut a regiment oi‘ infirnby, 'with a strong 
defachme]jt. of cavahy and a seetlon of 
artillery, wei’e innneiliately sent to rein- 
force Colonel K enly. Later in the even- 
ing, dispat clie.s from fVigl fives who had 
escaped to Winchester informed iis that 
Colonel Kenly ’s force liad been destiw- 
ed, witli lint few exceptions, and the 
eneni}', 15,000 or 20,000 strong, were 
advancing by rapid iiiarches oh Wiii- 
cliester.', 

“ Orders were immediately given to 
lialt the reinforcements' sent to Front 
Royal, wbicli had moved by different 
routes, and detachments of troops, -un- 
der experienced officers, vtere sent in 
every direction to explore the roads 
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lefidiijg from Front Rojal to Strasburg, 
Micldietowji, and Wiiichestcr, and ascer- 
tain the force, position, and purpose of 
iliis sudden movement of tlie enemy. It 
was soon found that liis pickets were in 
possession of every road, and rumors 
fr(tm every cpiarter represented him in 
rnovcineut, in the rear uf his pickets, in 
the direction of our camp. 

“1dm extra or diim force of the en- 
emy coiilcl no longer be doubted. It 
was apparent, also, that there was a 
more extended purpose than the capture 
of the hrave litthi band at Froiit Ro^'al. 

“ This pii]‘p(jso could be nollniig less 
than the defeat of iny own command, or 
its possible capture by occupying Win- 
chester ; and by this movement inter- 
cepting supplies or reinforcements, and 
cutting off all possibility of retreat. 

“ It was also apparent from the re- 
ports of fugitives, prisoners, Union men, 
and our reconnoitring parties, that the 
three divisions of the enemy's troops 
known to be in the valley, and embrac- 
ing at least 25,000 men, were united 
and close upon us, in some enterprise 
not yet developed. 

“ The suggestion that, had their ob- 
ject been a surprise, they would not 
have given notice of their approach by 
an attack on Front Royal, was answered 
by the fact that on the only remaining 
point of attack — the Staunton road — 
our outposts were five miles in advance, 
and daily recomioissances made for a 
distance of twelve miles toward Wood- 
stock. 

; • “Under this interpretation of the en- 
emy’s plans, our position demanded in- 


stant decision and action. Three courses 
were open to us : first, a retreat across 
Little North Mountain to the Potomac 
River on the west ; second, an attack 
upon the enemy’s flank on the Front 
Puiyal road ; third, a rapid movemeiit 
direct upon Winchester, with a view to 
anticipate his occupation of the town by 
seizing it ourselves— thus placing my 
command in communication with its 
original base of operations, ill the line 
of reinforcements by Harper’s Ferry 
and Martinsburg, and securing a safe 
retreat in case of disaster. To rcniaiu 
at Strasburg was to be surrounded ; to 
move over the mountains was to aban- 
don our train at the outset and to sub- 
ject my command to flank attacks with- 
out possibility of succor ; and to attack, 
the enemy being in such overwhelming 
force, could only result in certain de- 
struction. It was therefore determined 
to enter the lists with the enemy in 
a race or a battle — as he should choose 
— for the possession of Winchester, the 
key of the valley, and for us the position 
of safety. 

“At three o’cloclc a.m., the 24th in- 
stant [May], the reinforcements — 
infantry, artillery, and cavalry— ^4. 
sent to Colonel Kcnly, were recalled ; 
the advance guard, Colonel Donnellys 
brigade, was ordered to return to Stras- 
burg, several hundred disabled men left 
in onr charge by Shields’ division were 
put upon the march, and ■ our wagon- 
train ordered forward to Winchester un- 
der escort of cavalry and infantrjx Gen- 
eral Hatch, with nearly our whole force 
of cavalry and six pieces of artillery, 
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very sharp conflict witli tlie enemy, in 
■wliicli his cavalry suiiered seyerely. 


was charged with the protection of the 
rear of the eoliimn. and the destruction 
of any stores for wliicli transportation 
was not provided, with instructions to 
remain in front of the town as long as 
possible, and hold the enemy in check, 
our expectations of attack being in that 
direction. All these , orders were exe- 
cuted with incredible celeritv, and soon 
after nine oklock the column was on the 
iinirch. Colonel Domielh' in front,. Colo- 
nel fxorcloii ill the centre, and Geiieml 
Hatch in the rear. 

“ The column had passed Cedar Creek, 
about three miles ifoin Btrasburg, with 
the exception of the rear-guard, still in 
the rear of the town, when information 
wnis received from the front that the en- 
emy had attacked the train, and was in 
full possession of the road at Middle- 
town. This report was confirmed bj* 
the return of fugitives, refugees, and 
wagons, wtiiich came tumbling to the 
ixu.ir ill fearful coiifiisioii. 

It being apparent now .that our.'im- 
mediate clanger was in front, -.the droops 
were ordered to the head of' the column 
and the train to the rear' ; and in view 
of a possible necess,ity of our- return to 
Strasburg, Captain James W. Abert, 
To]iogi‘ap]ii(‘al Corps — who associated 
with him the Zoiuives d'Afriqiie, Cap- 
tain Collis — wiis ordered to prepare 
('cdiiL' ('reek bridge for the flames, in 
order to preveui a pursuit in that direc- 
tion h}' the eriomy. In the execution 
of this oi’iler, Captain Aliert and the 
Zouaves were cut C)!! from the column, 
■WiiieJi they siihsequei illy joined at Wil- 
liamsport. They had at Strasburg a 
115 


The head of the reorganized column. 
Colonel Donnelly cieinrjiaudiLg. er'eoiin- 
tcred the enemy ii. fcirre at. MiddLl own. 
about thirteeri inilcr-. iVom 'Wiiiehiy>ler. 
Three l:iiiiic!rc«i troof.s had ljee-ii seen in 
town ; but it soon appeared tliat larger 
forces were in the retar. Tlie brigade 
halted, and tlie i-’uiiy-h'ixtli Pennsylva- 
nia, Colonel Kniii-..-, cva-. ordered to pen- 
etrate the woods on the right and dis- 
lodge the . e.neiiiy's skiTmisIiers. They 
were -siipportecl l:)y a section of Coth- 
ran's New York battery. Five compa- 
nies of the enemy's cavalry were dis- 
covered in an open field in the rear of 
the woods, and our artillery, masked at 
first liy the infantry, open.ed, .fire iipon 
them. They stood fire ft)r a, while, but 
at lengtli retreated, pursued, by our 
skirmisliers. The Tweiity-eiglitli New 
York, Lieiitenaiit-Goloiiel .B.rowii, was 
now broiiglit, up, and. under a heavy 
fire. of infaiii ry tuid ardllmy. fliO encMrrr 
were, driven bnf'k mmx ihaij tvro inilns 
fr'oni the pij-ce. ftMomd Moaiudly lafing 
informed, at this point by a citizrm, in 
great- alarm, that 4,000 men wore in the 
woods beyond, the irieii were anxious to 
contimio ilie fighr. ; but [W t!.ii> ivoiild 
have doieated our ohjf'Ct iw iih; Ii>ss of 
time, cx.ccr.ii: a sma,n, giuird, they were 
ordered to resume tlie march. 

“ This atfair occurred under my own 
observation, and I hiiva gi’cni phni.sure 
in vouclLing fur the admirable comluct of 
oificer.s and men. TTe lost one man 
killed and nine wounded. The loss of 
the cnemv could not bo ascertained. 


Til is episode, witli the change of 
front, occupied nexirly an hour ; but it 
saved our column. Had the eiieiiiy 
risjoFously attacked our train while at 
the head of the column, it would liaye 
been thrown into such dire confusion as 
to have made the successful continuation 
of our march impossible. Pending this 
contest, Colonel Brotlhead, of the First 
Michigan Cavalry, was ordered to ad- 
vance, and, if possible, to cut Iiis way 
through and occupy Wincliester. It 
was the report of this energetic officer 
that gave us the first assurance that our 
course was y«.‘t clear, and he was the 
first of our culunin to enter Ihc town. 

lYhon it was first reported that the 
enemy had pushed between us and Win- 
chester, General Hatch was ordered to 
advance with all his available cavalry 
frean StrasbiuaxJeavinf': Colonel l)e For- 
rest to cover the rear and destroy stores 
not provided with transportation. Ma- 
jor IMuglit, Fitlli Mew York Cavalry, 
had been pi’cviously ordered to recon- 
noitre the Front Royal road, to ascertain 
the position of the enemy, whoin he eii- 
coiintered in force near l\liddlGtown, and 
was compelled to fall back, immediately 
followed by the enemy’s cavaliT, in- 
fantry, and artillery. In this affair five 
of our men were killed and some wound- 
ed. The enemy’s loss is not known. 

“ After repeated attempts to force a 
passage through the lines of the enemy, 
General Hatch, satisfied that this result 
could not be accomplished without great 
loss, and supposing our army to have 
proceeded hut a short distance, turned 
to the left, inoved upon a paraUei road, 


and made several ineffectual attempts to 
force a junction with the main column. 
At Hewtown, however, lie found Colo- 
nel Gordon holding the enemy in check, 
and joined his brigade. Major Oolliiis, 
with three companies of cavalry, mis- 
taking the point where the main body 
of the cavalry left the road, clashed upon 
the enemy until stopped by a barricade 
of wagons and the tempestuous fire of 
infantry and artillery. His loss must 
have been severe. 

“Six companies of the Fifth Hew 
York, Colonel He Forrest, and six coiii- 
paiiios of the First Vermont, Colonel 
Tompkins, after repeated and desperate 
efforts to effect a junction with the main 
bod}' — the road now being filled with 
iufaidry, artillery, and cavalry-— fell back 
to Strasburg, ivhere they found the 
Zouaves cTAfricjiie. The Fifth Hew York, 
failing to effect a junction at Winches- 
ter, and also at Martinsburg, came in at 
Cfiear Sjiriiig with a train of thirty-two 
wngoiis and many stragglers. The First 
VeiTiiont, Colonel Tompkins, joined us 
at Winchester with six pieces of artil- 
lery, and participated in the fight of the 
next morning. Hotliing could surpass 
tlie celerity and spirit with which the 
various companies of cavalry executed 
their movements, or their intrepid 
charges upon the enemy. 

“ General Hatch deserves great credit 
for the maimer in which he discharged 
his duties as chief of cavalry in this part 
of our marcli, as well as at the fight at 
Winchester, and in covering the rear of 
our column to the river, but especially for 
the spirit infused into his troops during the 
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brief period of Ms crriiimajid, T;bl L. '''r 
coiiiession of I'riend airi ih":. I:; I h:':,. 
made equal to the best of t::o 
long trained moimted men. 

“From tliis point tlie proleeuiras Oj‘ 
the rear of tln3 coliiiiin dcvojvedi irioii 
the forties under Colonel G-ordoju 

“ The , rear-guard Iiavbig beir.i sepu.- 
rated from the coliiiiiii, and tin,* Yi"ir of 
tlie train having bfjen att:ackeci bv an in- 
creased force near tlie bridge between 
I^ewtowii and Keiitown, Colonel Gordon 
was directed to send back tlie Second 
Massachusetts, Lieuteiiant-Coloiiel An- 
drews coinmandiiig, the Twentj-sev- 
entli Iiidiaria, Colonel Colgrove, and the 
T went}' -eighth N'ew ll’ork, Lieiiteiiaiit- 
Coloiiel Brown, to rescue the rear of the 
train and, hold the eiieiiiy in c].ie.e.k. 
They found him at Fewtown with a 
strong force of infantry, artillery, tuid 
cavalry. 

“ The Second Massachusetts was ■ de- 
ploj^ed in the held, supported by the 
Twenty- eighth, Few, York and the Twen- 
ty-se’i','eiitli Indiana, and ordered to drive 
the enemy troni the towir; and the bat- 
tery wars, at the same time, so placed ,as 
to silence the guns of the enemy . 

“ Both these objects wmre quickly ac- 
complished , They found , it impossible 
to reach Middletown, so as to, enable the 
cavalry under General Hatch to join 
the column, or to cover entirely the rear 
of the train. ; ; Large bodies of the en- 
emy’s cavalry pa,sse,d, upon our right and 
left, and the inci'eascd vigor of liit^ inove- 
merits deinonsiratod the rapi<l advance 
of the main liody. A cavalry e’lmrgo 
made upon our troops was received in 
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feated at every point the eflbrts of de- 
tachments to eihset a, jiiiictioii wi,t]i the 
main body, 

“ At Wincliester, liov/ever, all. sus- 
pense was relieved on that subject. All 
classes — secessionists, UnioD men, refu- 
gees, fugitives,, and prisoii„ers--agreed 
that the , enemyh' force at or „near ,, Win- 
chester .was.,ove,rwhebuiii,g,, ranging horn 
25,000 to 30,000.' kEebel officers,. -who 
came into our ca,mp 'w,i,th entire ' U„neo]i- 
cern, supposing that their own . troops 
occupied the: town, and were captured, 
confirmed tliese statements, and , added 
that an attack would be made, upon ,us 
at daybreak. ,I detemiiiied , to . test the 
.substance and strength, of theteiieiiiy by 
,aetiial collision, and nieasiire,s. were 
promptly taken to ]ir<.-pai'c our 1i'Oo])s to 
meet them. Tliey bad ftfkci- up their 
I'fosiiions on cnteihig the town aOc-r 
dark %vIihout evjicctations of a Imtle, 
arid were at disadvantage, as compared 
with the enemy. 
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“ This episode, witli tlie cliaiige of 
front, occupied nearly an hour ; but it 
saved our coluniii. Had the enemy 
vigorously attacked our train while at 
the head of the column, it would have 
been thrown into such dire confusion as 
to have made the successful continuation 
of our march impossible. Pending this 
contest, Colonel Brodhead, of the First 
Michigan Cavalry, was ordered to ad- 
vance, and, if possible, to cut his way 
through and occupy Winchester. It 
was the report of this energetic officer 
that gave us the first assurance that our 
course was yet clear, and he was the 
first of our column to enter the town. | 

“ When it was first reported that the 
enemy had pushed between us and Win- 
chester, General Hatch was ordered to 
advance with all his available cavalry 
from Strasburg, leaving Colonel Be For- 
rest to cover the rear and destroy stores 
not provided with transportation. Ma- 
jor Tought, Fifth Few York Cavalry, 
had been previously ordered to recon- 
noitre the Front Eoyal road, to ascertain 
the position of the enemy, whom he en- 
countered in force near Middletown, and 
was compelled to fall hack, immediately 
followed by the enemy’s cavalry, in- 
fantry, and artillery. In this affair five 
of our men wore killed and some wound- 
ed. The enemy’s loss is not known. 

“ After repeated attempts to force a 
passage through the lines of the enemy, 
General Hatch, satisfied that this result 
could not be accomplished without great 
loss, and supposing onr army to have 
proceeded but a short distance, turned 
to the left, moved upon a parallel road, 


and made several ineffectual attempts to 
force a junction with the main column. 
At Fewtown, however, he found Colo- 
nel Gordon holding the enemy in check, 
and joined his brigade. Major Collins, 
with three companies of cavalry, mis- 
taking the point where the main body 
of the cavalry left the road, dashed upon 
the enemy until stopped by a barricade 
of wagons and the tempestuous fire of 
infantry and artillery. His loss must 
have been severe. 

“Six companies of the Fifth Few 
York, Colonel Be Forrest, and six com- 
panies of the First Yeniiont, Colonel 
Tompkins, after repeated and desperate 
eilbrts to effect a junction with the main 
body— the road now being filled with 
infantry, artillery, and cavalry — fell back 
to Strasburg, where they found the 
Zouaves d’Afriq^ue. The Fifth F ew York, 
firiling to effect a junction at Winches- 
ter, and also at Martinshurg, came in at 
Clear Spring with a train of thirty-two 
wagons and many sHagglers. The First 
Yermont, Colonel Tompkins, joined us 
at Winchester with six pieces of artil- 
lery, and participated in the fight of the 
next morning. Fothing could surpass 
the celerity and spirit with which the 
various compaiiies of cavalry executed 
their movements, or tlieir intrepid 
charges upon the enemy. 

‘ ‘ General Hatch deserves great credit 
for the manner in which he discharged 
his duties as chief of cavalry iu this part 
of our march, as well as at tlio fight at 
Winchester, and in covering the rear of 
our column to tlio river, but especially for 
the spirit infused into his troops d lU’iiig the 
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brief period of his command, which, by 
confession of friend and foe, had been 
made equal to the best of the enemy’s 
long trained mounted men. 

“Prom tills point the protection of 
the rear of the column dcYolved upon 
the forces under Colonel G-orclon. 

“The rear-guard having been sepa- 
rated from the column, and the rear of 
the train having been attacked by an in- 
creased force near the bridge between 
P’ewtown and Keiitown, Colonel G-ordon 
was directed to send back the Second 
Massachusetts, Lieutenant- Colonel An- 
drews conimaiiding, the Twenty-sev- 
enth Indiana, Colonel Colgrove, and the 
Twenty-eighth New York, Lieutenant- 
Colonel Brown, to rescue the rear of the 
train and hold the eneiiijj' in check. 
They found him at Newtown with a 
strong force of infantry, artillery, and 
cavalry. 

“ The Second Massachusetts was de- 
ployed in the field, supported by the 
Twenty- eighth New Y ork and the Twen- 
tj^'-seveiith Indiana, and ordered to drive 
the enemy from the town ; and the bat- 
teiw was, at the same time, so placed as 
to silence the guns of the enemy. 

“ Both these objects were quickly ac- 
complislied. They found it impossible 
to reach Middletown, so as to enable the 
cavalry under General Hatch to join 
tlie column, or to cover entirely the rear 
of the train. Large bodies of the en- 
emy’s cavalry passed upon our right and 
left, and the increased vigor of his move- 
ments demonstrated the rapid advance 
of the main body. A cavalry charge 
made upon our troops was received in 


squares on the right and on the road, 
and ill the line on the left, which repelled 
his assault and gained time to re-form 
the train, to cover its rear and to burn 
the disabled wagons. This affair occu- 
pied several hours — the regiiiieiits hav- 
ing been moved to the rear about six 
o’clock, and not reaching the town until 
after twelve. 

“The strength and purpose of the 
eneni}?' were to us unkiiowii when we 
reached Winchester, except upon mice r- 
taiii reports and iiusatisfactory recoiinois- 
sances. Our suspicions were strength- 
ened by the vigor with which the enemy 
had pressed our main column, and de- 
feated at every point the efforts of de- 
tachments to effect a junction with the 
main body. 

“ At Winchester, however, all sus- 
pense was relieved on that subject. All 
classes — -secessionists, Union men, refu- 
gees, fugitives, and prisoners-— agreed 
that the enemy’s force at or near Win- 
chester was overwhelming, ranging from 
26,000 to 30,000. Rebel officers, who 
came into our camp with entire uncon- 
cern, supposing that their own ti’oops 
occupied the town, and were cnptured. 
confirmed tliese sintcnients, an.d added 
tliat an attack would ho made upon us 
at daybreak. I determined to tost the 
substance and strength of the enemy Ijy 
actual collision, and measures were 
promptly taken to prepare our troops to 
meet them. They had taken up their 
positions on entering the town after 
dark without expectations of a battle, 
and were at disadvantage as compared 
with the enemy. 
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“ The rattling of musketry was heard 


I during the latter part of the night, and 
before the break of day a sharp engage- 
ment occurred at the outposts. Soon 
after four o’clock the artillery opened its 
fire, which was continued without cessa- 
tion till the close of the engagement. 

The right of our line was occupied^ 
! by the third brigade, Colonel Ceorge H. 
j Gordon commanding. The regiments 
I were strongly posted, and near the een- 
I tre covered by stone walls from the fire of 
I the enemy. 

I “Their infantry opened on the right, 

I and soon both lines were under heavy 
i fire. 

“ The left was occupied by the first 
brigade, Colonel Dudley Donnelly com- 
manding. 

“ The line was weak, compared with 
that : of the enemy ; but the troops were 
well posted, and patiently awaited as 
they nobly improved their coming oppor- 
tunity. The earliest movements of the 
enemy were on our left, two regiments 
being seen to move as with the purpose of 
I occupying a position in flank or rear. 

: General Williams ordered a detachment 

of cavalry to intercept this movement, 
when it was apparently abandoned. 
The enemy suftered very serious loss 
frorh the fire of our infantry on 
One regiment is represented by persons 
I present during the action, and alter the 
I field was evacuated, as nearly destroyed. 

I “ The main body of the enemy was 
hidden during the early part of the ac- 
tion by the crest of the hill and the 
woods in the rear. 

“ Their force was massed apparently 


upon our right, and their manoeuvres 
indicated a purpose to turn us upon the 
Berryville road, where, it appeared suh- 
sequeiitly, they had placed a consider- 
able force, with a view of preventing 
reinforcements from Harper’s Ferry. 
But the steady fire of our lines held 
them in check until a small portion of 
the troops on the right of our line made 
a movement to the rear. It is hut just 
to add that this was done under the er- 
roneous impression that an order to 
witlidraw had been given. Ho sooner 
was this observed by tlie enemy, than its 
I'egimeiits swarmed upon th.e crest of the 
hill, advancing from the woods upon our 
right, which, still continuing its fire 
steadily, withdrew toward the towm. 

“ The overwhelming force of the en- 
emy now suddenly showing itself, mak- 
ing further resistance unwise, orders 
were sent to the left by Captain De 
Haute ville to withdraw the first brigade, 
which was done reluctantly hut in order, 
the enemy having greatly suffered on 
that wing. A portion of the troops 
passed through the town in some confu- 
sion ; but the column was soon re-form- 
ed and contiiuied its march in order. 

“ This engagement held the enemy in 
check nearly five hours. 

“ The forces; engaged were greatly un- 
equal. Indisposed to accept the early 
rumors concerning the enemy's strength, 
I reported to the Department Unit it was 
about 15,000, It is now conclusively 
shown that not less than 25,000 nioii 
were in position, and could liave boon 
brouglit into action. On (Im right iuid 
left their great superiority of numliors 
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was plainly felt and seen, and the signal 
otBcers from elevated positions were en- 
abled to count the regimental standards, 
indicating a strength equal to that T have 
stated. 

“My own command consisted of two 
brigades of less than 4,000 men, all told, 
with 900 cavalry, ten Parrott guns, and 
one battery of six-pound smooth-bore 
cannon. To this should be added the 
Tenth Maine Regiment of Infantry, and 
five companies of Maryland Cavalry, sta- 
tioned at Winchester, winch were en- 
gaged in the action. The loss of the 
enemy was treble that of ours in killed 
and wounded. In prisoners ours greatly 
exceeded theirs. 

“Officers whose word I cannot doubt 
have stated, as the result of their own 
observation, that our men were fired 
upon from private dwellings in passing 
through Winchester ; but I am credibly 
informed, and gladly believe, that the 
atrocities said to have been perpetrated 
upon our wounded soldiers by the rebels 
are greatly exaggerated or entirely un- 
true. 

“Our march was turned in the di- 
rection of Martinsburg, hoping there to 
meet with reinforcements- — the troops 
moving in three parallel columns, each 
protected by an efficient rear guard. 
Pursuit by the enemy was prompt and 
vigorous, but our movements were rapid 
and without loss. 

‘ ‘ A. few miles from Winchester the 
sound of the steam- whistle, heard in the 
direction of Martinsburg, strengthened 
the hope of reinforcements and stirred 
the blood of the men like a trumpet. 


Soon after two scj_uadroiis of cavalry came 
dashing down the road with wild hurrahs j 
they were thought to be the advance of the 
anticipated support, and were received 
with deafening cheers. Every man felt 
like turning back upon the enemy. It 
proved to be the First Maryland Cov- 
alry, Colonel Witchkjg sent out in the 
nioriiiiig as a train-guard. Hearing the 
guns, they had returned to participate 
in the fight. Advantage was taken of 
this stirring incident to reorganize our 
column, and the march was continued 
with renewed spirit and order. At 
Martinsburg the column halted twm and 
a half hours — the rear-guard remaming 
until seven in the evening in rear of the 
town, and arrived at the river at sun- 
down, forty-eight hours after the first 
news of the attack on Front Royal. It 
was a march of fifty-three miles, thirty- 
five of which were performed in one 
day. The scene at the river when the 
rear-guard arrived was of the most ani- 
mating and exciting description. A 
thousand camp-fires were burning on 
the hillside, a thousand carriages of 
every description were crowded upon 
the hanks, and the broad river rolled 
hetweeii the exhausted troops and their 
coveted rest. 

“ The ford was too deep for the teams 
to cross in regular succession. Qiily the 
strongest horses, after a few unsuccess- 
fill experiments, were allowed to essay 
the passage of the river before morning. 

“ The single ferry was occupied by 
the ammunition trains, the ford by the 
wagons. 

“ The cavalry was secure in its own 
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of wliicli a considerable portion was de- 


power of crossing. Tie troops only bad 
no transportation . F ortunately tbe train 
we bad so seduloiisty guarded served us 
in turn. Several boats belonging to tbe 
pontoon train, wbicb we bad brought 
from Strasbiirg, were launched and de- 
voted exclusively to their service. It is 
seldom that a river-crossing of such mag- 
nitude is achieved with greater success, 
and there never were more grateful 
iiearts in the same number of men than 
when, at midday of the 26th, we stood 
on the opposite shore. 

“ My command had not suffered an 
attack and rout. It had accomplished 
a premeditated march of nearly sixty 
miles in the face of the enemy, defeat- 
ing his plans, and giving him battle 
wherever he was found. 

“ The whole number of killed is 38 ; 
wounded, 155 ; missing, 711, Total loss, 
905. 

“It is undoubtedly true that man}’' 
of the missing will yet return, and the 
entire loss may be assumed as not ex- 
ceeding 700. It is also probable that 
the number of killed and wounded may 
be larger than that above stated ; but 
the aggregate loss will not be changed 
thereby, 

“ All our guns were saved. Our 
wagon train consisted of nearly 500 
wagons. Of this number 55 were lost. 
They were not, with but few exceptions, 
abandoned to the enemy, but were 
burned upon the road. Nearly all of 
our supplies wore thus saved. The 
stores at Front Hoyal, of which I had no 
knowledge until my visit to that post on 
the 21st inst., and those at Winchester, 


stroyed by our troops, are not embraced 
in this statement.” 

The advance of General Jackson 
down the valley of the Shenandoah and 
the flight of Banks before him caused 
great alarm at the North. The Govern- 
ment was momentarily stricken with 
panic, and with the reiteration of the 
old cry that “ Washington was in dan- 
ger,” ordered Gen. M’cDowell to retire 
from Fredericksburg, in order to cover 
the capital, and the militia of tlie loyal 
States was called out by the President 
for its defence. The States responded 
•with their usual fervor of loyalty, and 
rapidly sent forward their armed multi- 
tudes. The Government, availing itself 
of this force to garrison Washington and 
Maryland, was enabled to send reinforce- 
ments to Fremont, and a considerable do- 
tacbment under General Shields to drive 
back the importunate Jackson. 

As the movements of General Fre- 
mont now begin to hear an important 
relation to those in the Shenandoah val- 
ley, it is necessary to continue the nar- 
rative of his progress. General Milroy, 
in command of Fremont’s advance, it 
will be recollected, had succeeded in 
driving the enemy from Monterey (April 
20). Soon after he opened free com- 
munications with General Schenck at 
Franklin, on the eastern side of the Al- 
leghanies, and , crossing the mountain a 
himself, advanced in the direction of 
Staunton, as far as McDowell. It was 
at this place that the enemy made an 
attack in force. General Jackson, leav- 
ing Ewell to watch Banks at Harrison- 
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burg, crossed the Shenandoah, and rein- 
Hay forcing J ohnson, turned upon Mil- 
roy and Scheiick, and forced them, 
after a severe struggle, with a loss of 26 
killed, 225 wounded, and three missing, 
to retreat to Franklin, whither Fremont 
himself hurried by a forced march across 
the Alleghanies, to meet and support 
them with reinforcements. The contest 
at McDowell has been dignified with the 
title of the battle of Bull Mountain.* 
General Cox, who was operating with 
Hlay his division in the Kanawha valle}^ 

16s of 'W'estern Vii’giuia, after reach- 

* Tlie main facts of the battle are thus briefly summed 
up by a coiTespondeut of the X. Y. Evening Post. : 

“ It appears that on Thursday morning, the 8th (May), 
General Milroy, who is called the ‘ fighting bulldog,’ sent 
a message to General Schenck that the enemy were cross- 
ing the Shenandoah in force, and that he would he obliged 
to Ml back on McDowell. He asked for help. Schenck, 
who was already some nine miles on the route from this 
place, pushed on, and, by a forced march of thirty-two 
miles, attaciced one end of the toum of McDowell just as 
the advanced guard of the Confederates appeared on the 
slope of the mountain at the other. The situation was a 
critical one, for the enemy had the power of outflanking 
us on both sides. 

“ In order to gain time for a safe retreat with the wag- 
ons and stores — for our generals had by this time discov- 
ered that there was a large body of rebels in front resolved 
upon an attack — we opened the ball with artilleiy, which 
was followed by a bayonet charge upon their right flank 
by the Ohio Twenty-fifth and Eighty -second. For two 
hours they struggled up the face of the steep mountains, 
beating back the foe, Colonel Cantrell commanding the 
latter ; and that there was a hand-to-hand fight the char- 
acter of the %voimds of our men in hospital will bear wit- 
ness. The object of the attack having been gained, our 
ti’oops fell back in the most perfect order to this place, 
fighting the swift following enemy every foot of the way, 
killing and wounding large numbers. It is thought that 
our forces could have held this place, but that is doubtful. 
Most fortimately for our gallant little army. General Fre- 
mont, w'ho, since the retreat from Yorktown, had antici- 
pated an advance of Jackson with large reinforcements, 
had already moved his army forward from Petersburg by 
rapid marches, and arrived here while ous artillery -were 
shelling the enemy in the hills through wliich the road 
runs toward McDowell and Staunton,” 


ing Princeton, was at that place also 
checked by an attack of the enemy 
under General Hiimphre}^ Marshall, 
and compelled to retire to Lewisburg. 
Here, however, an attack of the gjay 
enemy, under Gen. Heath, was re- 23. 
pulsed by Colonel Crook, the loss of 
whose brigade was 10 killed and 40 
wounded. Four camion, 200 stand of 
arms, and 100 men were captured from 
the enemy. 

The guerrilla bands became exceed- 
ingly active, despoiling Union people of 
their property and greatly liarassiiig tlie 
Federal troops by interfering wdtii their 
comniimicatioiis and cutting off their 
supplies. General Fremont strove to 
check these marauders by treating them 
as outlaws, and condemning them when 
taken to be hung.* 

General Jackson having succeeded in 
his purpose of driving back the advance 
of Fremont under Milroy and Schenck, 
returned to the valley of the Shenan- 
doah, and, joining his forces with those 
of General Ewell, engaged in the pur- 
suit of Banks, whose masterly retreat 
before them has been already related. 
Johnson was left to guard the roads in 
and around Staunton. 

General Jackson’s apparent object 
was to prevent the junction of Fremont 
with General Banks, and to capture the 
latter. With this purpose, after driving- 
back Fremont, he advanced in conjunc- 
tion with EwelL along the Luray valley, 
and dispatched Smith with a large de- 

c- it iv,-, guerrillas were hung at Gliester r.n tlie 9th, in 
spite of demonstrations to prevemt ii.” —Tdegnqjhia repoH 
from Pamburg, Ko, Mag 10. 
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tacliment across tlie Marsaton Mountain 
to pursue a route parallel with his own 
toward Strasburg. 

Fremont, in the mean time, had re- 
ceived orders from the Secretary of War 
to fall back from Franklin to the sup- 
port of G-eneral Banks. This retrograde 
movement was slow, in consecweuce of 
the ill condition of the route. “The 
roads were rutted as deep as they could 
be, and the heavy artillery was dragged 
along with great difficulty, many of the 
pieces requiring six, eight, and even ten 
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BATTLE OF CROSS KEYS. 


reached the river, but the flood swept 
it away. In the course of the next day 
another was constructed, and the whole 
June column crossing over, continued 

4. the pursuit. The enemy, however, 
ever watchful and active, succeeded in 
covering their retreat with great skill 
through Kewmarket and Harrisonburg. 

Fremont's force entered Harrisonburg 
on the afternoon of the sixth day of 
June, and the advance overtaking the 
enemy^s rear at a short distance beyond 
the town, a severe engagement ensued, 
which lasted until iiightfalL The First 
Hew Jersey Gavalry, after driving the 
enemy before them, fell into an ambush, 
by which they lost Wyndham, their col- 
onel, who was captured, and thirty-five 
in killed, wounded, and missing. Col- 
onel Gluseret, however, sent to their 
support with his brigade, succeeded in 
driving the enemj" from their concealed 
position in the wood and capturing their 
camp . The Kane Rifles, who had also 
gone to the rescue, found themselves 
flanked by a superior force, and were 
forced to retire after a loss of fifty-five 
killed, ’wounded, and missing. The 
enemy were supposed to have greatly 
suffered ; among their killed was the fa- 
mous cavalry officer, G-eneral Ashby, 

* We quote tlie following from the N. Y. Herald: 

“ Brigiidier- General Turner Aslilijq of the rebel service, 
hotter knowm as Colonel Ashh.y, was only promoted to a 
brigadier-generalship about three weeks before the battle 
in ■which he was hurried to his last account. Ashby was 
a middle-sized man, handsomely built, and very active. 
Every member of his body seemed to he perfectly formed 
and .proportionably baiaaced. He was a dark-complex- 
ioned, dai’k-eyed, fine-featured man, -with an expression 
of benevolence rather than war in hiS' countenance. His 
hair was dark, and ho wore it long and flowing, Ashby’s 
cliaractcr, before engaging in the rebellion, was one 
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who covered the retreat with his wdiole 
cavalry force and three regiments of in- 
fantry, and “who,” says Fremont, witli 
rare magnanimity in this tribute to his 
enemy, “ exhibited admirable skill and 
audacity.” 

Jackson having continued his retreat 
beyond Harrisonburg to the Shenan- 
doah, discovered that the advance of 
Shields’ division, which had been dis- 
patched to intercept him, was on the 
other side of the river to dispute its pas- 
sage. He thus found himself inclosed 
between two forces — that of FTemont in 
his rear, and that of Shields on his front. 
He now determined to make a stand be- 
fore attempting to cross the Shenandoah, 
and to drive back, if possible, his pur- 
suers who were pressing so closely after 
him. Jackson accordingly chose a 
strong position in the woods, at a place 
called Cross Keys, near Union Cliurcli, 
about seven miles from Harrisonburg and 
five from the river, and awaited the com- 
ing up of his pursuers. Fremont having 
marched out from Harrisonhiirg at six 

against which no one had anything to say ; but many 
were, on the other hand, loud in their encomiums of his 
public and private career. Ashby ■w^as a man of very few 
■«'-ords. He was not a soldier by profession. He was en- 
gaged for several years as a merchant at Markham Sta- 
tion, Va., on the lino of the Strasburg and Manassas Gap 
Eailroad. He was a man of much piety, and when Jus 
i brother was killed in battle against the Union troops, he 
is reported to have knelt upon the grave of the deceased, 
raised his hands in a devout attitude above his head, and 
remained there in that position witli his eyes turned 
heavenward for several minutes. What were his thoughts 
at that solemn moment, or what the nature of his prayer, 
if he made one, is a secret wliich is forever buried with 
him. Ashby was present at nearly every battle in West- 
ern Virginia, and was very much flistinguiKbod both for 
his bravery and superior horsemmship. Tire loss of this 
officer will be felt by the entire rebel army under Jackson, 
but especially by the cavalry.” 
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o’clock in the morning of the 8tli of June, 
Jime Colonel Cliiscret’s brigade, consist- 
ing of the Sixtieth Ohio and Eighth 
Yirgiuia, supported by the Garibaldi 
Guard forming the advance, came up 
\Yith the enemy at nine o’clock, and be- 
gan the engagement by “ sharp skir- 
mishing. During the day, Cluseret ob- 
tained possession of the enemy’s ground, 
which was disputed foot by foot, and 
only withdrew at evening, when ordered 
to retire to a suitable position for the 
iiight.”^'- 

At half-past twelve o’clock the whole 
line moved to the attack, General Stahl 
leading the left, ^lilroy the centre, and 
Schenck the right. Blenker’s, Bohleu’s, 
and Yan Steinwchr’s brigades formed 
the reserve. The left, being in advance, 
was the first to engage the enemy, and 
during the whole contest was in the hot- 
test of the fight. After opening fire 
from Schirmer’s battery, the Eighth and 
Forty- fifth New York regiments were 
advanced across an 02 }en field to attack 
the enemy’s position within cover of the 
woods. They thus met their foes at a 
great disadvantage, whom, however, 
they attacked with spirit. After suffer- 
ing greatly, they were forced to fall 
back. The Eighth New York alone had 
sixty-five killed. General Stahl, not- 
withstanding this check, was enabled 
by his artillery to keep the enemy 
at bay while ho shifted his position, 
and thus prevent them from taking 
much advantage of their first success. 

• ® General Ifremout, in his oiBcial report — to which ho 
adds ; “ The i^rill and gallantry displayed hy Cluseret on 
this and frequent former occasions, during the pursuit in 
which we have been engaged, deserve high praise." 


They, however, were iiressmg heavily 
upon him, until Milroy and Schenck 
coming up to his support, the enemy 
were forced back with severe loss. The 
main struggle continued with “great 
obstinacy and violence” until four o’clock 
ill the afternoon, being carried on prin- 
cipally by artillery in tlie centre and on 
the right, and by musketry and the 
bayonet on the left. Some skinnishing 
and artillery firing jirolonged the battle 
until dark. The loss was lieavy on both 
sides. General Fremont estimated liis 
loss at 125 killed and 500 \voimdod. 
The loss among liis officers wtis exceed- 
ingly great — in General Stalil’s brigade 
alone there were five killed and seven- 
teen wounded. One of the companies 
of the Pennsylvania Biicktail Rifle Regi- 
ment lost all its officers, both commis- 
sioned and non-commissioned. 

Jackson, however greatly he may 
have suffered by the spirited attack of 
Fremont at Cross Iveys, succeeded in 
covering his retreat across the Shenan- 
doah, and in spite of the Union force 
gathered to oppose him on bis front on 
the other side of the river. This force 
was the advance of the division of G en- 
eral Shields, who had been detached 
from General McDowell’s army at Freeh 
erickshurg, which he had joined on 
leaving General Banks, whose command, 
thus imprudently weakened, had pro- 
voked the attack of General Jacksoh, 
Shields’ first move was to Front Royal, 
where he drove out, by a cliargc jjjay 
of cavalry, the Georgia regiment 
which had occupied the jdace since its 
capture by Jackson, chased it across the 



S3iiiled on the enterprising leader who 
was ever ready to catch at its favors. 

General Shields’ advance, consistmg 
of a brigade, under the command of 
Colonel Carroll,'^ had reached Port Re- 
public on the 8th of June, where, find- 
ing some few of the enemy, he after a 
brisk skirmish drove them out. Carroll, 
however, with imprudent coiifidence, 
trusting either to the effect of an attack 
from Fremont, or to his own strength, 
determined to hold the bridge which 
crossed the Shenandoah. He accordingly 
refused to have it burned, and posted 
his artillery with the view of command- 
ing its passage. The energetic Jack- 


* His brigade, the fourth, consisted of the Eighty- 
fourth Pennsylvania, Eleventh Pennsylvania, Seventh 
Indiana, and Ehst Virginia, foxir regiments, though its 
tsffective force was estimated to be only i,f!00 strong. 


eral Shields, was still inferior in number 
to the enemy, and was obliged to yield 
to their |)ressure. Jackson thus suc- 
ceeded ill crossing the river with his 
whole force, and in driving back tlio 
Union troops some three or four miles, 
where they finally held their ground af- 
ter a struggle of five hours, '' our hoys,” 
adds a chronicler, “fighting every foot 
of the way,” though one or two of the 
regiments were scattered in disorder and 

I I t 1 1 > • ri'^i T n 


the Union troops was 55 killed, 374 
wounded, and 524 missing. 

General Jackson was now beyond 
immediate danger from his pursuers. 
His enterprising pursuit of Banks, and 
his subsequent skilful retreat, proved him 
to be one of the most active and capable 
leaders m either army. Though he may 
have been balked by the vigilance of 
General Banks of the full accomplish- 
ment of his purpose in pursuing him, 
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lie had siicceerlod by his repeated blows at Contreras, Clmrubnse.o, and (liapuhe- 
in so paralyzing his little force that it pec won for him rapid ]n’on\o{ion, a.ml 
was incapable, when the excitement of toward the close of Ihe !\ioxic.an war he 
tile chase was over, of further move- was brevetttal a major. Tie was suhse- 
ment. quently in command at Fort Uami lion, 

In his retreat Jackson succeeded in but in 18521 resigned his ra,nk in the 
accomplishing all he could have desired, aiiny. At the coininoncemeut of the 
and more than he could have expected, civil war, Jackson is reputed to have 
Though beset on either flank by the large hesitated as to which side ho would join, 
forces his enemy with their abounding His perplexity was owing to the tact 
resources had brought to bear against that thoiigli he himself was a Virginia, n, 
him, he had so skilfully conducted the his marriage with a Nortlunm woman 
repeated battles with his antagonists, had created ties with the jN'oi*th whi(di 
that although they boasted of victory, he was reluctant to sever. His fatlnu*- 
lie enjoyed its fruits. Jackson brought in-law, a clergyman, is said to have vis- 
back with him all the prisoners, amount- ited and urged him to remain loyal to 
ing to over 3,000, whom he had taken the United States, ’’i’hcy spent several 
from Q-eneral Banks, and his full train of houi's in prayer together ; hut after a 
wagons loaded with the spoils of his raid struggle which Jackson confessed to be 
through the valley of the Shenandoah! “sore,” he declared, “I must go with 
Thomas Jefferson Jackson, whose Virginia,” and entered the service of 
skill and enterprise made him so for- the Southern Confederacy, of which ho 
miclable an enemy, was horn in Vir- proved himself to be one of the most 
ginia, in 1825. Having graduated at alert and able officers, Inxving woll- 
West Point in 1846, he served in the earned, by his stubborn resistance to the 
following year in Mexico as an artillery progress of our armies, his title of 
officer under Magrnder. His gallantry “ Stonewall.” 
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ATTACK ON FORT WRIGHT. 


Aftee the capture of Tslaiid Ko. 10, 
I8f>3 escaped fled down 

the Mississippi, to tlieir next strong- 
hold on the river. This was Fort 
'Wright, in Tennessee, situated on a 
l>end of the Mississippi, on its eastern 
side, a short distance above the mouth 
of the Hatchie River. It is 162 miles 
below Cairo and 78 miles above Mem- 
phis. A chronicler’-'' thus describes the 
enemy’s defences at Fort Wright : 

“ The main fort is planted on what is 
called the First Chickasaw Bluffs. Along 
tlie shore, immediately under the bluffs, 
are eleven water-batteries, extending 
for a mile and a half, and mounting 
about ibrty guns, one of which is a ten- 
inch columhiad, the others being rifled 
sixty-fours and thirty-twos. These bat- 
teries command the river for two miles 
above and below them, thus exposing 
boats that may attempt to pass to a 
gauntlet of five and a half miles open 
range. 

“ Opposite the last or lower water- 
battery, obstructions are planted in the 
liver, which compel boats to pass close 
to the shore. Other obstructions arc 
placed near the upper battery, all of 


which tend to complete a most formi- 
dable and troublesome defence. On 
the bill, in the rear of the batteries, is 
the main fort, an octagonal structure 
with bastions, mounting some twelve or 
fifteen large guns. Surrounding this, 
and embracing a line seven miles in 
length, from shore to shore, are forti- 
fications, consisting of batteries, rifle- 
pits, etc. 

“The rebels have also made ample^ 
preparations for the protection of their 
rear from attack. On the bluff they 
have thrown up fortifications seven miles 
in circumference, and consisting of a 
continuous embankment for their troops 
to fight behind, with numerous batteries 
to protect all approaches. They have 
about thirty field-pieces stationed at the 
most salient points. The rebel camps 
are situated in the rear of the batteries, 
and capacious magazines have been dug 
in the sides of the hills, which arc re- 
ported to he stowed Ml of ammimition. 

“ General Villipigne, who is or was 
the commander of the fort, is a creole 
resident of New Orleans. As an engi- 
neer, he is represented in the South to 
be second only to Beauregard,” 

In addition to the defences on land 
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reinforced their flotilla, made a hold air 
tack upon the ITiiion fleet. At a jiay 
little past seven o’clock the enemy’s 
squadron of eight iron-clad steamers, 
several of which were fitted with rams, 
came around Point Craighead, in Ar- 
kansas, at the bend of the river just 
above Port Pillow. 

The Union boats were lying at the 
time tied up to the banks of the river, 
three on the eastern and four on tlie 
western side. Captain Davis immedi- 
ately gave the signal to j}repa.re for ac- 
tion, which “most of the vessels /were 
prompt in obeying.” 

The enemy made first for an unpro- 
tected mortar boat, wdiich was spirit- 
edly ' defended by Acting Master (Greg- 
ory and his crew, who fired the single 
mortar eleven times. The United 
States gun-boat Giiicinnati, which was 
the leading vessel of the line on the 
western side of the river where the en- 
emy had opened the attack, immediately 
came down to the rescue of the mortar 
boat, followed hy tlai gim-boa(, M'uund 
City. The enemy, finding their leading 
boat beaten oft by the Oin(*,innadi, drove 
at her with two of their rams ; but 
tliough severely injured by the collision, 
she succeeded also in driving them off 
with her guns, when they drifted wdlh 
the current down the river, all three 
being disabled. The Mound City was 
•now attacked by one of the “ rams,” 
and struck on her starboard bow, and 
sustained considerable damage. The 
rest of the Union gun-boats coming down 
to take part in the action, the enemy’s 
boats, wbicli . bad already greatly suf- 


and a considerable force of troops, esti- 
mated at 3,000, under General JeE. 
Thompson, the enemy had collected a 
flotilla of gun-boats, commanded by 
Commodore Hollins, to dispute the pas- 
sage of the Mississippi. 

Commodore Foote, with characteris- 
tic enterprise, proceeded immediate^ 
after the capture of Island Ho. 10 to 
bombard Port Wright. Having secured 
a position about two miles above the 
Apr. lie opened fire, which forced 

the enemy’s gun-boats to seek a 
refuge below and under the guns of the 
fort. General Pope had also marched 
down the Arkansas shore, in order to co- 
operate, hut Was prevented from active 
service hy the overflow of the river and 
the flooding of its hanks, in consequence 
of the destruction by the enemy of the 
, levees or dykes. Poote, however, perse- 
vered in his efforts, unaided by the land 
force. The enemy responded to the bom- 
bardment of the mortar boats with great 
spirit, and the firing on both sides was 
very lieavy. Foote, after several weeks 
of active hut ineffectual operations with 
his fleet, was Anally forced, in conse- 
quence of his increased suffering from 
the wound he had received at Port Don- 
jUay elson, to retire from the command, 
and was succeeded hy Captain 0. 
H. Davis. General Pope, too, having 
been summoned hy General Halleck to 
reinforce his army before Corinth with 
all Ms troops, the siege was left to be 
conducted by the fleet alone. 

Captain Davis had hardly assumed 
the command, when the enemy, who had 
been long preparing, and had greatly 
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fered, retreated witli haste below the 
guns of Fort Pillow. The engagement 
had lasted an hour. The Union loss 
was only four wounded ; that of the en- 
emy was supposed to be much greater. 
The gun-boats Oinciiinati and the Mound 
City were so severely injured in their 
encounter with the rams, that the former 
sank in twelve feet of water, and the 
Mound City had to be sent to Cairo for 
repairs. 

After this conflict, both fleets re- 
mained for three weeks watching each 
other, but not engaging in active hostil- 
ities. They were, however, diligently 
preparing for another trial of strength. 
In the mean time, the enemy, in conse- 
quence of the retreat of Beauregard 
from Corinth — hereafter to be narrated 
— had first evacuated Port "Wright (May 
31), and subsequently Forts Randolph 
and Pillow (June 6). By abandoning 
these fortsy the approach to Memphis 
was left only to the guard of the en- 
emy’s gun-boats. These took their po- 
sition before the city and boldly awaited 
the approach of the Union fleet. The 
gun and nl'ortar boats, under the com- 
mand of Captain Davis, had," in the 
mean time, been reinforced by a “ram 
fleet,” commanded by Colonel Charles 
File tt, Jr. This combined naval force, 
consisting of five gun-boats, the mortar 
flotilla, and eight rams, having rendez- 

This geutloman, a distinguished civil engmeer, had, 
in his famous pamphlet, chiefly remarkahle for its m- 
sparing censure of General McClellan’s military condnot, 
advocated the use of rams. The United States Goyern- 
incnt, with a q 2 tasi adoption of his views, anlhorized, Mm 
to construct a rain fleet, to be accepted, on condition of a 
full iDroof of its efficacy. 


voiised at Fort Wright, moved down the 
Mississippi toward Memphis on Thurs- 
day morning (June 5th). During the 
evening the gun-hoats anchored at about 
a mile and a half above the city, and the 
“rams” a short distance farther up the 
river. Early next morning the enemy’s 
fleet, consisting of the General jhh® 
Van Dorn, flag-ship, the General 
Bragg, General Thompson, Jeff. Thomp- 
son, Beauregard, Little Rebel, and the 
Sumter, were seen lying at the levee be- 
fore Memphis. They soon moved a short 
distance down the river, and then turn- 
ing, came up in line of battle. 

In the mean time, the Union fleet, 
having weighed anchor, moved slowly 
to meet the enemy. When within long 
range, the Little Rebel opened the at- 
tack with a shot from her rifle cannon, 
which fell within a short distance of the 
Cairo, which led the line of Union giiu- 
boats. The Cairo replied with a broad- 
side, and the battle soon became gen- 
eral, though at long range. The enemy 
now pushed forward two of their rams, 
with the view of striking at the gun- 
boats in advance. Colonel Ellet, how- 
ever, prevented this manoeuvre by pass- 
ing ahead of the gun-hoats with his 
flag-ship, the Queen (ram), followed by 
the Monarch'^'* (ram), Captaih Drydeh, 

* How the Monarch and the Queen were left to hear the 
hrunt of the fight is explained by this communication of 
Colonel Ellet to the Secretary of War : 

“Opposite Memphis, June 10, 1802. 
“Hon. E. M. Stamtok: ' 

“ SiE— There are several facts touchmg the naval en- 
gagement of the 6th ihst. at tMs : place which I wish to 
place on records 

“ Approaching Memphis, the gun-boats were in the ad- 
vance. I had received no notice that a fight was expected. 





by turning upon and sinking tlie of- 
fender. The Monarch was now in lier 
turn struck by the Beauregard, but for- 
tunately being uninjured, she returned 
the blow, crushing in the sides of lier 
adversary. At the same moment the 
Beauregard received a shot in the boiler 
from one of the gun-boats, and drifted 
away a useless wreck. The Little llebel 
made a bold dash for the M onarch, wliose 
pilot, however, skilfully eluded her, and 
she came in contact with her consort, 
the General Price, carrying away her 
wlieol, which forced her to run ashore. 
The Monarch now turned upon tlie 
Little Rebel and drove her aground, 
when she was abandoned. 

The Monarch, soon after, finding 
her victim, the Beauregard, about to 
founder, towed her into shoal water, 
where she sank. The Union gun-boats 
with their broadsides completed tlie vic- 
tory, and the enemy with one ariiied 
vessel, the Yan Dorn, and a few trans- 
ports only left, fled rapidly down the 
river, pursued by the Monarch and the 
Switzerland. 

This extraordinary naval conflict**’ ha,d 
lasted two hours, from five to seven 
o’clock in the niorning. Not a man of 
the Union fleet was killed, and no one 
wmimdod but Colonel Rllet. The eu- 


aiid making directly for the enemy’s two 
rams. They strove to elude the colli- 
sion hy backing down the stream', turn- 
ing and making an attempt to get 
awuiy. This movement proved flital to 
them. The Queen, in the course of this 
manoeuvre of the enemy, found her op- 
portunity for a blow, of which she was 
quick to avail herself. Striking one of 
the rams fairly, she crushed it at once to 
a wreck. For a moment — such 'was the 
impulse of her thrust — the Queen stuck 
fast to her adversary, who, however, at 
last got clear, but only to sink to the 
bottom of the Mississippi. 

The enemy’s other ram took advan- 
tage of the entanglement of its consort 
witli the Queen, and struck a blow 
which disabled her. The Monarch, how- 
mmr, speedily avenged her companion 


but was informed oil landing within sight of Memphis 
that the enemy’s gim-hoats had retreated down the river. 
My first information Of the presence of the enemy was a 
shot which passed over my boat. I had four of my most 
powerful rams in the advance, and ready for any emer- 
gency; the others were towing the barges. On advanc- 
ing to the attack, I espected, of course, to be followed, by 
the Mouareli, the Lancaster, and the Switzerland. The 
Monarch came in gallantly. Some of the ofticers of the 
Laneister,' which now' held the next place in the line, be- 
cjune excited and confused ; bat the engineers behaved 
w'ell ; the pilot erred in signals, and backed the boat 
ashore and disabled her rudder. The captain of the 
Switzerland c<jnsti’ued : the general signal order ‘ to keep 
half a mile in the roar of the L.'uicaster’ to mean that ho 
■was ‘ to keep half a mile behind her in the engagement,’ 
and therefore failed to participate. Hence the wlrole 
brunt of tbo figbt fell upon the Queen and Monarob. Had 
either the Lancaster or Switzerland followed mo as tlio 
Monarch did, tire rebel gun- boat Van Dorn would not 
have escaped, and my flag-ship would not have been dis- 
abled. Throe of tlie rebel rains and gun-boat,s -which 
were struck i)y my two rams sank outright and wore lost ; 
another, called the Cfeueral .Price, was but slightly iii- 
jnted, and. 1 am now raising her, and purpose to send her 
to my. fleet. Bespectfully, Giiah.i.es Ellei’, Jr. , 

H ,, , ** Colonel Commanding KamITeoi.” 


* Captain Davis thus summed ii]), in his oflieial report, 
the result of this victory : 

“ The result of tlie action was the capture or destruc- 
tion of seven vessels of the rebel -fleet, as follows : 

'* The General Beaurcg.anl, blown up and burned. 

“ The General Sterling Price, one wheel carried atvay. 

“ The Jeff. TJioinpsuu, set on fire by a shell and burned, 
and magazine blown up. 

“The Sumter, badly cut up by shot, but will be re- 
paired.” 
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emy, however, were less fortunate, and 
suffered considerable loss. 

The progress of tlie naval fight was 
watched with intense interest by the 
people of Memphis, for on the result de- 
pended the fate of their city. ‘ ‘ The bluffs 
in front of the citjr were crowded with 
spectators during the engagement. Busi- 
ness of every kind was suspended.” 
G-eneral Jeff Thompson, after discreetly 
providing for the safe retreat of his 
troops by the railroad, lingered behind 
to witness the naval fight. Hiding to a 
commanding height, he anxiously looked 
upon the struggle ; but as soon as he saw 
that the Union fleet was victorious, he 
put spurs to his horse, and galloped 
rapidly off to join his retreating sol- 
diers. 

On the termination of the fight, Col- 
onel Ellet, having been informed that a 
white flag was flying from the city, sent 
his son, accompanied by a lieutenant and 
two jheh, ashore with two United States 
flags, and directed Mm to raise one on 
the custom-house and the other upon 
the court-house. Young Ellet at the 
same time bore with him a note to the 
city authorities, stating the purpose of 
his mission. To this the mayor replied : 
“ Tiio civil authorities of this city are 
not advised of its surrender to the forces 
of the United States Government, and 
our reply to you is simply to state re- 
spectfully' that we have no forces to op- 
pose the raising of the flags yon have 
directed to be raised over the custom- 
house and post-office.” 

Young Ellet and his three compan- 

® Mempliis Argus. 
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ions, after receiving this reply, proceeded 
to the post-office to raise the national 
flag. They there met the mayor and 
some of the principal citizens of Mem- 
phis, whose ‘ ‘ conduct was unexcep- 
tionable hut an excited crowd sur- 
rounded the little party and abused them 
with angry and threatening language. 
Persisting, however, in their purpose, 
they mounted to the top of the post- 
office and planted the flag, though fired 
upon several times and stoned b}?- tfle 
mob heloAV. A more formal demand of 
surrender was subsequently made by 
Captain Davis. Most of the cit- juhq 
izens yielded with a sullen resig- 
nation to a power they could not suc- 
cessfully resist, and the city was soon 
restored, under the authority of tlie 
United States, to order and tranquillity. 

A week after the naval victory off 
Memphis and the capture of that juae 
city, a combined exp(;idition, con- ® 
sisting of the gun-boats Mound City, 
Captain A. H. Eiltyt flag-officer com- 
manding, the St. Louis, Conestoga, and 
Lexington, and transports conveying the 
Forty-sixth Indiana Begiment, Colonel 
Fitch, sailed up the^TVIiite Ptiver. The 
object of the expedition was to capture 
or sink any of the enemy’s boats -which 
had taken refuge there. This stream, 
after taking its course through the State 
of Arkansas, empties into the kfissis- 
sippi below Memphis, and accordingljq 
if commanded by the enemy, would ex- 
pose to attack the rear of any expedi- 
tion down the latter river. 

The flotilla had ascended the White 
River about eighty-five miles, and reach- 
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and observing tlie Ibtal niiscliaiice of (lie 
Mound City, signaled to tlie rest of tlie 
gun-boats wliicli were engaging the sec- 
ond battery, to ceaKse their fire. Colonel 
Fitch now advanced, and making a gal- 
lant charge with his Indiana men, car- 
ried the work by storm after an engage- 
ment of an hour. The enemy’s infantry 
were driven from the support of the 
guns ; the gunners shot at their posts ; 
their commanding officer, Freye, for- 
merly of the United States navy, wound- 
ed and taken piisoner, and eight brass 
and iron guns, with ammunition, cap- 
tured. The Union loss, with the ex- 
ception of that from the disastoi' of the 
Mound City, was trilling, while the en- 
emy, who fought desperately, siilfered 
greatly. A large nuniher of their dead 
and wounded were left on the field. The 
gun-boats subsequently advanced up 11 lo 
river until checked by the shallownesKS 
of the water. 


ed within three or four miles of the vil- 
lage of St. Charles, when a battery of 
the enemy was discovered on the soiith- 
Jmie shore. A brisk fire from the 
Mound City, however, soon silenced 
the work, which consisted merely of in- 
trenchments of earth, mounted with four 
light cannon. The Mound City now 
passed up the river to reconnoitre, leav- 
ing her consorts to complete the reduc- 
tion of the first battery, and had ad- 
vanced but a short distance to a sharp 
turn in the stream, when she was open- 
ed upon by a second. This was at St. 
Charles. While preparing to open a 
broadside upon this work, an enemy’s 
shot struck the steam-drum of the 
Mound City, which caused an immediate 
explosion that killed or wounded the 
greater Toi^fion of the crew. Of 176 
men on board, only 60 escaped. ; p 
Colonel Fitch had, in the mean time, 
landed eight miles below the -batteries, 
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tion of affair.s in Tennesssee and Kentucky. 

General Hallegk continued to move 
Ms army cautiously toward Cor- 
inth. On the 4th of May he had 
jljay established his position within 
A* seven miles of the enemy. The 
command of the right was divided be- 
tween Thomas and McClernand, who 
were, however, subordinate to Grant ; 
that of the centre was given to Buell, 
and the left to General Pope. The lat- 
ter, after his reconnoissance in force on 
the 3d of May to Farmington, within 
four miles of Corinth, of which he suc- 
ceeded in dispossessing the enemy, left 
a brigade to occupy the place, and 
fell bade to his camp with his main 
body. On the 9th of May the enemy 
attacked this small number of troops 
and drove them, with a loss of 21 killed, ' 
149 wounded, and 14 missing, after a 
severe fight of five hours, back from Far- 
mington, beyond Seven Mile Creek, 
which separated them from General 
Pope’s caiiip;'^ The enemy, however, 

- Neau Faumington, May 9 , p.m. 

To Major-Gbi-jbeal IlALiiEOic : 

The enemy, twenty thousand strong, drove in our pick- 
ets beyond Farmington, and advanced upon the brigade, ^ 


subsequently retired before a second ad- 
vance of General Pope, who now moved 
his entire force, consisting of the left of ' 
Halleck’s grand army, to Farming- 
ton, and was thus only three miles 
from Corinth. 

In the mean time, skirmishes were 
frequent along the whole line, and a 
detachment succeeded in destroying a 
bridge on the Memphis ' and Charleston 
Railroad, 

General .Halleck, persuaded that the 
enemy were strongly fortified at Cor- 
inth, and prepared to make an obstinate 
resistance, moved with the utmost cau- 

occupying tlie farther side of the creek in front of iny 
camp. The brigade held on for five hours, until, finding 
them heavily pressed in front and on the flank, and that 
I could not sustain them without passing the creek with 
iny whole force, which would have boon contrary to your 
orders, and would have drawn on a general engagement, 
I withdrew them to this .side in good order. Tlie conduct 
of the troops was excellent, and the withdrawal was made 
by them very reluctantly. 

The enemy made a demonstration to cross, but aban- 
doned the movement. 

Our loss is considerable, though I cannot yet tell how 
^reat. The enemy being much e.xposed, suffered severely, 
one of hia batteries being ooinpletely disabled and his 
infantry line having been driven back several times. 
My command are eager for the advance. 

John Pope, Major-General. 
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tion by regular approaches, mtreiiching 
as lie advanced. Having finally ad- 
vanced Ms whole line to within three- 
fourths of a mile of Ooriiith, and hav- 
llay ing got his heavy guns in position, 
^8, Ue sent forward three strong recon- 
noitring columns from his right, centre, 
and left, with the view of “ feeling the 
enemy and unmasking his batteries” be- 
fore opening the siege. The resistance, 
though reported to be energetic, was 
overcome at every point, and the skir- 
mishers reached within gunshot of the 
enemy’s intrenchineuts. So close, in- 
deed, had our troops approached, that 
it was thought that the enemy could 
not long hesitate to make an attempt to 
beat them back. An attack it was con- 
fidently believed would be made as soon 
as the next day dawned. Morning came. 
May fhe enemy, greatly to the sur- 
prise of aH, did not open- fire. 
Greneral Pope, however, began a vig- 
orous bombardment of intrenchrnents, 
which lasted for an hour, when they 
pulled down the flag over an advanced 
battery, hauled the guns back, and 
abandoned the position. This triumph 
lost much of its importance from the 
enemy’s subsequent movements. 

There was, however, another and less 
equivocal success at a distance on the 
enemy’s flank, gained by a detacliment 
from Greneral Pope’s command, the Sec- 
ond Iowa Cavalry, under Colonel Elliott. 
“.After forced marches, day and night, 
through a very difficult country, and ob- 
structed by the enemy,” reported Gen- 
eral Tope, “Colonel Elliott finally suc- 
ceeded in reaching the Mobile and 


Ohio Railroad at Boonsville'^’ at two 
o’clock p.M. on the 30th (May). 

“ He destroyed the track in many 
places, both south and north of l.he 
town, blew up one culvert, destroyed 
the switch and track, burned up the de- 
pOt and locomotives, and a train of 
twenty-six cars loaded wdth supplies of 
every kind ; destroyed 10,000 stand of 
small-arms, three pieces of artillery, and 
a great quantity of clotliing and ammu- 
nitioii, and paroled 2,000 ])risonors wliicii 
he could not keep with his cavalry. The 
enemy had heard of his muveme.nts, and 
had a iraiu of box cars and flat c.ars, 
with flying artillery and 5,000 iiOiiniry, 
running up and down, the road to pre- 
vent him from reaching it. The whole 
road was lined with pickets for several 
days. Colonel Elliott’s command sub- 
sisted upon meat alone, such as lh(^y 
could find in the countjy. 

“For daring and dispatcli this expe- 
dition,” adds General Pope, has been 
distinguislied in the highest degree, and 
entitles Colonel Blliult and liis couunand 
to high distiiKjtioii. Its results will he mii- 
harrassing to the enemy, and contrihut.e 
greatly to their loss and demoralizaiton.” 

O 31 the successful advance of Cenerui 
Pope, the whole line of Ceneral Hut- 
leck’s aiiny drew closer to Corinth, and 
heavy batteries wore established 
within one thousand yards of the 
enemy’s works, 

Hext morning, at daybreak, skirmish- 
ing parties w^orc thrown forward, and 
finding no resistance, pushed otl into the 

Boonsvilio is a small railroad station twenty miles 
south, of Ourintli, on a branch of Yellow Creek, 
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works, followed by tke main bod}^ of 
May army. The enemy bad fled. 
30. Corinth was found deserted and 
desolate. G-eneral Beauregard had evac- 
uated his position with such deliberation, 
that nothing had been left but a few 
dismantled cannon, some useless mus- 
kets, and a hundred or more stragglers. 
The town of Corinth was partially de- 
• stroyed, and the cotton and other stores 
of value burned. 

General Halleck declared : ‘‘ The en- 
emy’s position and works in front of 
Corinth were exceedingly strong. He 
cannot occupy a stronger position in his 
flight,” adding, “ General Beauregard 
evidently distrusts his army, or he would 
have defended so strong a position. His 
troops are generally much discouraged 
and demoralized.” 

A detachment of Pope’s division was 
immediately dispatched in pursuit, and 
the General himself soon followed with 

40.000 men. For thirty miles he kept 

close upon the heels of the fugitives, 
June reported the capture of 

10,000 prisoners and deserters, and 

16.000 stand of arms.* This, however, 

Halleck’s HEABQUARTEas, Jum 4, 1862. 
Hon. E. M. Stanton, Secretary of War : 

General Pope, witli 40,000 men, is thirty miles south 
of Corinth, pushing' the enemy hard. He alresidy reports 

10.000 prisoners and deserters from the enemy, and 15,000 
stand of arms captured. Thousands of the enemy are 
throwing away tliei r arms. A farmer says that when Beau- 
regard learned that Colonel Elliott had cut the railroad 
on Ids line of retreat, he, became frantic, and told his men 
to save themselves the best way they could. 

We have captured nine locomotives and a number of 
cars. One of the former is already repaired and is run- 
ning to-day. Several more \Yili he in running order in 
two or three days. The result is all I could possibly de- 
sire. H. W. HAEtEOJs:, 

Major-General Commanding. 
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was emphatically denied by Beaure- 
gard,'*’ who . declared that one or two 
hundred stragglers were the utmost 
number of prisoners taken by Pope. 
He added, “ All we lost at Corinth and 
during the retreat will not amount to 
one day’s expense to the eiiemy’s army.” 

The enterprising Mitchell continued 
from Huntsville, in Alabama, where he 
had established his headquarters, his 
energetic operations in the northern part 
of that State and in southern Ten- 
nessee. One expedition sent out j|ay 
by him crossed the river at Bridg- B 
port and advanced toward Chattanooga, 
in Tennessee, and another penetrated to 
Jasper, where was “ found a strong 
Union feeling.” The latter force pushing 
on to Athens, was met by the enemy’s 
cavalry and forced to fall back. The 
Union troops, however, being reinforced, 
returned to the charge, and put to flight 
in their turn the enemy, who retreated in 
the direction of Florence. An expedition 
under General Hegley started from jjjay 
Fulaski to co-operate with Colonel 
Little’s force from Athens against Bog- 
ersville. On Begley’s approach the en- 
emy hurriedly evacuated the place and 
crossed the Tennessee, saving their ar- 
tillery, stores, and baggage. General 
Mitchell, expecting an obstinate resist- 
ance to Colonel Little in Ms passage 
across the Elk Biver, accompanied him 
ill person to its hanks. The enemy, 
“ as usual,” says General Mitchell, “ fled 
at our approach.” 

Bo sooner had Begley occupied j^iay 
Bogersville, than an expedition 

^ Mobile Kews, Jime 19ih. 
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tlioiigli it succeeded in clearing tlie luiiiks 
of the river of the enemy’s skiraiishers, 
was not able, from the difficult naviga- 
tion, to approach sufficiently near the 
batteries to be of much service. 

Formidable as were the Union arniie.s 
in the West, and triumphant as hud 
been their advance, they were not 
able so far to occupy the vast terriloiy 
they had wrested from the enemy as 
to prevent a frequent defiance of their 
military authority. Guerrilla bamls 
swarmed in Tennessee, Kentucky, :ind 
even in Missouri. Colonel John ^Mor- 
gan, the noted 'reimessee leader, was 
especially daring and active. Auda,- 
ciously intruding almost witliin tlie lines 
of the Union armies, he made man}’ a 
successful raid, capturing and destroy- 
ing. Dashing into Pnlasld, ’ronnessce, 
with his horsemen, he seized 13 offiKicrs 
and 236 soldiers. He, however, gfjiy 
was made to pay dearly for this sue- 
cess. General Dumont, with 600 mount- 
ed men, composed of detachments from 
Colonel Wyiikoop’s Seventh Peimsyl- 
vania, Colonel G. Clay Smiths Fifth 
Kentucky, and Colonel Woodford’s First 
Kentucky Cavalry, wont iii pursuit 
of Morgan, and fell in with him at 
Lebanon. Dumont, after ‘ ‘ a hard- foualit 
battle of one hour and a half, and a run- 
ning fight of eighteen miles in pursuit, 
achieved a complete and substantial vic- 
tory.” One hundred and fifty of Mor- 
gan’s men, Lieutenant-Colonel -llobert 
0. Wood, three captains, four lieuten- 
auts, 150 horses, and 100 stand of 
arms were captured. The loss of the 
Union troops was six killed, 25 wound- 


was dispatched to seize the bridge 
across Shad Creek ami the ferry be- 
low the mouth of that stream. This 
was promptly and successfully aecom- 
plished. General Mitchell now con- 
May soled himself ■with the belief that 
“no more troops would enter from 
that region.” There were, however, 
still left some guerrilla hands of cavalry, 

“ which,” said the General, “we will 
endeavor to hunt clo'\yn, destroy, or i 
captaire.” General Mitchell was now' 
enabled to “pay his respects to the en- 
emy on the eastern side of the region 
under his command.” Having “ extem- 
porized” a gim-boat, he .dispatched it up 
the Tennessee toward Chattanooga, and 
at the same time directed General Keg- 
loy to march to the. same place from Co- 
Jiijje lumhia. When Kegley reached 
' L ’Winchester, he found that the en- 
emy had abandoned the place ; but on 
continuing his march through Jasper 
and over the Cumberland Mountains, 
jiiue came up with some of their cavalry 
under the eomniand of General 
Adams, and routed them. Following in 
June pursuit, General Kegloy arrived op- 
'3'* posite Chattanooga, where he found 
the enemy in force. He, however, open- 
ed fire upon them -with apparent suc- 
cess, having silenced most of their bat- 
teries before the close of the day. Next 
June morning Negley again resumed the 
attack, but finding that during the 
night the enemy had been reinforced, 
and had greatly strengthened their bat- 
teries, he withdrew. The gim-boat “ ex- 
temporized” by General Mitchell had 
disappointed his expectations, and al- 
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ed, and one taken prisoner. The en- 
emy’s force was estimated at 800 strong. 

Ooldnel Morgan himself was reported 
to hare been killed, but soon gave proof 
Ijay that he was still in the full vigor of 
life by another bold attack with 200 
men on the Louisville and Nashville 
Railroad train at 'Woodland, within two 
miles of Cave City, in Kentucky, de- 
stroying forty-five freight wagons, three 
passenger cars, and a locomotive.* Two 

® One of the passengerB on the train gave this account 
of the affair ; 

“ May 11, 1862. 

‘ ‘ When the morning express train of tlie Loui.svil]e and 
Nashville line got opposite to Woodland, qnite a commo- 
tion was produced among the passengers upon seeing a 
company of ladies and children running toward the train, 
hallooing at the top of their voices and making motions 
for us to stop. When the train stopped amid the din of 
confusion, we could hear the words, ‘ Ilun hack, for Mor- 
gan and his men will fire upon you.’ We coixld see ahead 
of us smoke and flame, as if Cave City was on fire ; and 
the cars immediately took the back track, hut had not 
proceeded far before obstructions upon the track stopped 
them. Here were several moments of anxious suspense, 
not knowing what our fate was to be. We were much re- 
lieved when Morgan’s men emerged from the bushes and 
took possession of the train They ordered the train back 
to Gave City. When we got there we found the village 
untouched, but a train of cars on fire. The train was va- 
riously reported at from thirty-tliroe to forty-nine cars 
and a locomotive. Our train was then parted, and three 
of the passenger cars subjected to the torch likewise. 
After taking from the express agent a large package of 
money — the amount not known — Colonel Morgan mag- 
nanimously permitted the balance of the train and passen- 
gers to return to Louisville. When we got back as far as 
Woodland, we found six more cars in flames. Most of the 
cars, I think, were loaded. 

“Morgan’s ostensible oiyect in paying Kentucky this 
unexpected visit was to rescue his men taken prisoners by 
the Pederals some days ago. We do not know whether 
he succeeded or not. He was anxiously looking for the 
Nashville train when we left. The number of his men is 
varioush’' reported at from two hundred to one thousand. 
We did not see over forty or fifty, 

“ At tlie first of the excitement we heard several pistol 
reports at the head of the train, but no one was hurt, and. 
no private individual or private property was molested. 
The Federal soldiers were taken prisoners, but such was 
the confusion that I could not learn how many. I think, 


majors of the Union army were cap- 
tured, and about $10,000 in money. 
Some of the passengers having fired 
upon Morgan’s men, they responded with 
a volley, but fortunately no lives were 
lost. The object of Morgan was to res- 
cue the men, among whom was his 
brother, that G-eiieral Dumont had cap- 
tured at Lebanon. In this, however, 
he failed, as the prisoners were not on 
the train, as he supposed. 

This bold dash of the daring Morgan 
created a great panic at Louisville, and 
the editor of a journal of that city asked, 
with alarm, “ How much longer are these 
raids of Morgan to be continued? Dan 
no way be devised to put an end to them ? 
Must all communication between Louis-, 
ville and Nashville he broken up by 
them ? If this hold partisan leader can 
come with 200 men from Corinth almost 
to the bank of Green River, what is to 
prevent his gathering 2,000 men, cut- 
ting the telegraph wires, and making a 
dash some night into Louisville T * 

The organized forces of the enemy, 
however, were now almost everywhere 
in Tennessee giving way before the 
overwhelming jDOwer of tlie Union arms. 

The strong natural position of Cum- 
berland Gap, which had been so jime 
long held by them, was finally yield- 
ed to the Union general, Morgan, who, 

however, there were only five or six on the train, and one 
of that number wfis permitted to return in. virtue of tbe 
pleadings of his wife, who happened to be on board. 
Among the number taken I heard the names of Major Cof- 
fee and Major Hclveti. Colonel Morgan spared the mails 
for the sake of an old friend, the earner, Mr. Morrison, 
“T. E. Ltku, 

“Of Gordonsville, Ky., onboard train.” 

® Louisville Journal. 
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The majority of the voters of hTash- 
ville, however, xinmoved try t:lie rigid 
rule of tlie military governor and t:lie 
threatening' presence of the Uidon may 
troops, persisted in the expression 
of their secession sentiments, having 
elected a secessionist tor circuit judge. 
Governor Johnson refused to commission 
the disloyal officer, 

Kentucky, though yielding more will- 
ingly than Tennessee to the authority 
of the United States Government, was 
still vexed by secession intriguers and 
disturbed by insurr^M-lionary inov<nnenls. 
At Paducah a ph.h' to ])hu;e ihc town, in 
the power of (he seccssionisis was dis- 
covered. The United Stales mil- jHay 
itary force', was eonsecptently in’- 
creased, and the cannon phuv'd on (lie 
embankments for the proh'ction of the 
town were turned upon it to be ready 
in case of an oiitln'cak. Tiio ginn-rifla 
bands, too, were not inactive, inlimidat- 
ing the Union people, despoiling tliem 
of their property, and obstructing the 
communications by the destruction of 
railway bridges and roads. 


with his division, after a toilsome march, 
took possession of the pass ahandoned 
by the enemy. Such were the difficulties 
of their progress through that mountain 
region, that oiir troops were obliged to 
drag the cannon, by means of block and 
tackle-~two hundred men frequently 
pulling at the ropes of a single gun- — up 
the precipitous sides of the Pine and Cum- 
herland mountains. The possession of 
the Gap, as it opened the route fromKen- 
tucky into the loyal district of East Ten- 
nessee, was considered a great triumph. 

The Union military governor, John- 
son, continued his rigid enforcement of 
tlie United States authority without re- 
spect to persons. Ex-governors, judges, 
bank presidents, municipal magistrates, 
and clergy were imprisoned on refusing 
to take the oath of allegiance. Efforts 
at the same time were made through 
Union meetings, in which Governor 
Johnson, Governor Campbell, W. H. 
Polk, and other leading men of Tennes- 
see took part, to develop among the 
people sentiments of lo3mlty to the Fed- 
eral Government, 
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The United States Xavy continued to 

1862 power on the coasts of 

the enemy. The city of Apalachi- 
cola, in Florida, yielded without resist- 
ance to a couple of armed launches 


2 . 


which Commander Stellwagen sent 


ashore from the gun-boats Mercedita and 
Sagamore. The town was found almost 
entirely abandoned by its male inhabit- 
ants. Of the usual population, number- 
ing over 3,500, there were but 642 left, 
mainly women, children, and negroes. 
The forts were dismantled and deserted. 
Several small vessels were captured in 
the harbor and river, and others burned. 
Though Apalachicola enjoyed, previous 
to the war, a brisk commerce, it was 
found almost destitute of every article 
of home and foreign trade. The cotton 
storehouses and presses were closed and 
empty. WTlibre was hardly a pound of 
sugar or a barrel of dour in the town, 
and its population obtained only a scant 
subsistence from the meagre supply of 
the inland country devastated by the war. 

118 


The appearance of Commander Por- 
ter after the capture of New Orleans, 
with a gun-boat and some mortar ves- 
sels off Pensacola, led to the evac- jjay 
nation of that city. The formidable 
forts and intrenchments with which the 
enemy had so long bid defiance to the 
Federal fleets and strong fortress of Fort 
Pickens were dismantled and abandoned . 
The navy yard was first despoiled of its 
machinery and stores, and then destroyed 
with the vessels, the barracks, hospitals, 
and other public property. The railroad 
leading to Montgomery was also demol- 
ished. When the United States vessels 
reached the city with a flag of truce and 
demanded a surrender, the mayor refused 
to comply, hut declared that as aU the 
military had left ho. had no power to op- 
pose. Pensacola was accordingly occu- 
pied by a United States force of 1,200 
men under General Arnold, from Fort 
Pickens. 

A demonstration by Porter with his 
fleet of mortar boats off Mobile served 
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only to stimulate the enemy to more des- 
May efforts of defence. Large re- 

8» inforcements were thrown into the 
place, and extensive additions made to 
the earth-works. Fort G-aines was dis- 
mantled, its guns removed to the stronger 
work of Fort Morgan, and the approaches 
obstructed. Commander Porter, con- 
tenting himself with a reconnoissance, 
returned to the Mississippi, in order to 
co-operate with Captain Farragut in his 
movements up that river. Baton Rouge, 
the capital of Louisiana, and Fatchez, 
had already yielded to the irresistible 
force of Farragut’s fleet, but Ticksburg 
obstinately resisted. 

Notwithstanding the capture of the 
whole coast of Florida, it having been 
found necessary to concentrate the Union 
forces, Apalachicola, St. Mark’s, Cedar 
Keys, and Tampa Bay were abandoned, 
and immediately re-occupied by the en- 
emy. The United States cruisers, how- 
ever, continued to sustain a rigid block- 
ade of every port. 

On the coast of South Carolina the 
military and naval operations showed 
for a long time no great vigor of con- 
duct ; but General Hunter, tire com- 
mander- in-chief, was not inactive. Bold- 
ly inaugurating a new policy in regard 
to the slaves, he was busily occupied in 
developing it. With a free interpreta- 
tion of the instructions of the War De- 
partment, General Hunter had organized 
a regiment of negroes, and to secure a 
supply of recruits, had proclaimed all 
the slaves of Georgia, Florida, and South 
Carolina free. The order of Hunter 
was repudiated by the President of the 


United States, andtlie arming and equip- 
ping of the negroes led to a congi’os- 
sional inquiry.'’" Hunter’s audacious 

® This is the cclebnited Emancipation Order : 

“ GHNEiiAi, oiu»;r3~-:no. 31. 

“ HBAnQiiARTEKs, Departmekt OP TiiK Soimi, ) 
H 1 .LTON Head, S. C., Mn/ 9, 1862. i 

“The .three States of Georgia, Florida, and Soutli Caro- 
lina, comprising ihe Military Department of the South, 
liaving delilicrately declared themselves no longer under 
the protection of the United States of America, and liav- 
ing talcen up arms against said ITnited States, it became a 
military necessity to declare martial law. 'Idiis was accord- 
ingly done on the ‘iath day of April, 18f»2. Skmn/ and 
marlktl law, in a free t'Mmfrp, are edfor/dher incompnlih/e. The 
pereone in thene iJmx Staten, (reanyia, Flurkh, and Smith (kniina, 
heretofore held an daves, are Iherefore. (kdared f >rmr free. 

“ David in^NTing May-Giai. (•oin'd’g. 

“En. W, Bmii’h, Acting Asst.-Adj.-Gon.’’ 

Tho following is General Hunter's answer to the Con- 
gressional Inquiry ; 

“Headquarters, Diu^artmim of the SraiTU, [ 
Tort Koyad, S. C., Jnm 26, 1862. S 
“Hon. E. M, Stanton, S ecretary ofWar, Washington, I). 0. : 

“Sib— I have the honor to adruowledge the reotsipt of 
a coimnunicatiou from the Adjutanb-Geuei'al of tire army, 
dated June 13, 1862, requesting mo to furnish yon witli 
, the information necessaiy to answer certain retsolntions 
introduced in the House of Eepl’eseniatives, Juno 9, 1862, 
on motion of Hon. Mr. WieldiJfe, of Kentucky, their sub- 
stance heing to inquire — 

“ if’M’ad-r- Whether 1 had organized or was organizing a 
regiment of fugitive slaves in this department. 

“ Whether any autliority had been givtm to me 

from the War Department for such m^anization ; and, , 

“ 'PAw'd— Whether I had heenfurni8lied, hyorderof the 
War Department, with clothing, uniforniB, arms, equip- 
ments, etc, , Ibr such a force. 

“ Only having received the letter coiiccniiiig these in- 
quiries at ji late hour Saturday night, I urge forward my 
answer in time for the sicamer sailing (o-day (Moudoy), 
this haste preventing me from entering as luiuiitcly as X 
could wish upon many points of detail, sudi as tlie jtava- 
mount importance of the sulycct calls for. ihit in view 
, of the near termination of tho present session of Con- 
gress, and the wide-spread interest which must have 
been awakened hy Mr. Wicldilfe’s resohiiion, I prefer 
sending even this imperfect answer to waiting the period 
necessary for the collection of fuller and moi»coinprehen- 
sive data. 

“ To the. first question, therefore, I reply that no regi- 
ment of fugitive slavcis has licon or is being organized in 
this department. '.Phore is, however, a fine regiment of 
persons whose late masters are “fugitive rebels’ — ^xnenwho 






GENERAL HUNTER AND THE NEGI-^DES. 


attempt to solve the great problem of 
Southern slavery greatly excited the 


country. The partisans of abolition' 
enthusiastically applauded, and their 
opj^onents angrily denounced the daring 
innovator. While the former insisted 
that he should be favored and encour- 
aged in the promotion of his policy, the 
latter called for his dismissal and dis- 
grace. The Government, with a desire 
to conciliate both parties, rejected the 
abolition scheme, but retained its aboli- 
tionist author. 

A daring and successful act on the 
part of some negroes seemed to justify 
the appreciation by General Huiiter of 
the martial courage and aptitude of their 
race. Robert Smalls, a pilot, with eight 
other negroes, succeeded in escaping 
from Charleston with the enemy’s gun- 
boat Planter, and delivered her up jjay 
to the United States blockading 
squadron. Prom Smalls, who proved 
to be a man of intelligence, important 


a much moi'c satisfactory result might have been hoped 
for ; and that in place of only one, as at present, at least 
five or six well-drilled, brave, and thoroughly acclimated 
i-egiments should by this time have been added to the 
loyal forces of the 'Union. The experinaent of arming the 
blacks, so far as I have made it, has been a complete and 
even marvellous success. They are sober, docile, atten- 
tive, and enthusiastic, display ing» great natural capacities 
for acquiring- the duties of the soldier. They are eager 
beyond all things to take the field and he led into action, 
and it is the unanimous opinion of the officers who liave 
had charge of them, that in the peculiarities of this cli- 
mate and country they will prove invaluable auxiliaries, 
fully equal to the similar regiments so long and success- 
fully used by the British authorities in the West India 
Islands. 

“In conclusion I would say it is my hope, there appear- 
ing no pos.sibility of other reinforcements, owing to the 
exigencies of the campmgn in the Peninsula, to have or- 
ganized by the end of next fall, and to be able to present 
the Government, from 48,000 to 50,000 of these hardy and 
devoted soldiers. Trusting that this letter may form part 
of your answer to Mr. 'Wicldiffe’s resolution, I have the 
honor to be, mo.st respectfully, your very obedient servant, 
“ D. Himiiin, Maj.-Gen. Gom’d’g.’’ 


everywhere fly before the appearance of the naiional flag, 
leaving their servants behind them to shift as best they 
can for themselves. So far, indeed, are tlm loyal persons 
composing this regiment from seeking to avoid the pres- 
ence of their late owners, that they are now one and all 
working with remarkable industry to place themselves in 
a position to join in full and effective pursuit of the fuga- 
cious and traitorous proprietors. 

“ To the second question I have the honor to answer 
that the instructions given to Brigadier-General T. W. 
Sherman by Hon. Simon Cameron, late Secretary of War, 
and turned over to me by succession for my guidance, do 
distinctly authorize me to employ all loyal persons offering 
their service in defence of the Union and for the .suppres- 
sion of this rebellion in any manner I might see fit, or that 
the circumstauce.s might call for. There is no restriction 
as to the character or color of the i)er.sons to he employed, 
or the nature of the employment, whether civil or mili- 
tary, in which their services shall be used. I conclude, 
therefore, that I have been authorized to enlist fugitive 
slaves as soldiers, could any such be found in the depart- 
ment. No such characters, however, have yet appeared 
within view of our most advanced pickets, the loyal slaves 
everywhere remaining on their plantations to welcome us, 
aid us, and supply us with food, labor, and information. 
It is the masters who have in every instance been the 
fugitives, running away from loyal slaves as well as loyal 
soldiers, and whom we have only partially been able to 
see, chiefly with their heads over ramparts, or rifle in hand 
dodging behind trees in the extreme distance. 

“In the absence of any fugitive master law, the deserted 
slaves would he wholly without remedy had not their time 
of treason given the right to pursue, capture, and bring 
hack those persons, of whose protection they have been 
thus suddenly bereft. 

“ To the third interrogatory it is my painful duty to re- 
ply that I never received any specific authority for issues 
of clothing, uniforms, arms, equipments, etc, , to the troops 
in question — my general instructions from Mr. Camerou 
to employ them in anymanner I might find necessary, and 
the military exigencies of the department and the country 
being my only, but, in my judgment, sufficient justifica- 
tion. Neither have I had any specific authority for sup- 
plying those persons with shovels, spades, and pickaxes, 
when einploying them as laborers, nor with boats and 
oars •wb on using them as lightermen; but these are not 
points indicted in Mr. "Wickliffe’s resolution. To me it 
seemed that liberty to employ men in any particular 
capacity implied with it liberty also to supply them with 
the necessary tools ; and acting upon fhis faith I have 
clothed, equipped, and armed the only loyal regiment yet 
raised in South Carolina. I must say in vindication of my 
own conduct, that had it not been for the man}’- other 
diversified and important claims on my time and attention, 





rilE WAR WITH THE SOUTH, 


infonnation wiLs obtained which led to niciit, (wo <a)iHpji.iii(^w of iln^ Idrst, ^^as- 
a military movement soon to be re- sachusetts (bivaliy, and a, sia^tiou of the 
corded." First Connecticut biutmy (o (bx'otaligo, 

Hunter, on entering upon his com- with the view ot cutting off i he eomnui- 
inand at Port Royal, found the troops nication between Oliaj-lesi.on and Sava,n- 
too mucli scattered for effective scr- nali. On reaching (Ids a, small 

vice. Ho therefore began l)y concen* village on the line of tlie C]iar]('slon 
trating his forces, rtoneral Bramian was and Favamiah Railroad, iSf evens was 
ordered from Key West, with all his met by the eiioiny, ojic lliousand strong, 
men,, to Hilton Head, and other scat- who, after a sliort struggle, with a, snudl 
tered troops were concentrated at the loss on either side, were didven olT. 
same place preparatory to an advance Tiic Unionists now tore up the trac'k of 
upon Charleston. In the mean lime, the railway for sevcn’al miles, a, ml took 
May Oeneral Stevens had proccediul possession, of Po('ota.ligo. Aft.cr, how- 
from Beaufort with a force consist- ever, occupying it for Iavo days, a,nd Hie 
ing of the Fiftieth Pennsylvania Rcgi- enemy appearing in consi<lcrahl(^ fon.'o, 
— -pjQ place was abandoned, 

«Acoir«p,,n,lentofth«N.y.a™M y 

this acOTimt of ii personal interview With tko iiC{>;ro pilot : ^ I ’ 

“ Robert Smalls, with whom I had a hrief interview at tiinO, had beCll activc, Cnpturillg pl'izCS 
General Beiiham'shoadqiuiilerH this inorning, is an iiitel- driving the Cnomy from Ihcirbat- 

ligerit negro, horn at Charleston, and employed for many . “ . 

years as a pilot in and about that harbor. He entered tericS Oil tllO llUllierOUS islaiuls l,)Or(.ler- 
iipon his duties on board the Planter some six weeks fug the COast. Edisto and otllCr islailds 
since, and, as he told mo, adopted the idea, of running the ' 'n . , •, . i t 

vessel to sea from a joke which one of his compariioii.s per- ^ tllUS Seizcd aild gai 1 isoiicd, illloi d- 

pefcrated. Hu immediately eauiioned the crew against al- illg frlVOrable baSOS for furtlicr aild lllOl’e 

tT*” ", “7,™’;;’“ *“':■“ y important operations, 

asked them, if they wanted to talk it up in sober earneist- ^ ^ ^ 

ness, to meet at his house, where they would devise and A.t tllC SllggCstioil, it WaS Said, of lllO 
determine iipou a plan to place themselves under the negro pilot Smalls, a liaval CXpcdiHoil 
protection of the stars and stripes instead of the stars and | ™ ^ 

bars. Various plans were proposed, but finally the whole eiitcrcd btoilO .llllct, shelling tllC JJ|a_y 
arrangement of the escape was left to the discretion and WOl'ks of tllO enCiny Oil Cole’s, Goilt 
sagacity of Robert, his companions promising to obey tr- ■, •, t / • • i i 

him and he ready at a moment's notice to accompany ailu Battery or d 01111 S ItShlTlds, 

him. For three days he kept the provisions of the party aild COmjlolled tlicir CVaCUatioU. 'IdlC 

secreted iii the hold, awaiting an opportunity to slip puil-boatq Pomhiin Tlividillo *iiul 
away. At length, on Monday evening, the white officers DOtlTiS i CmUllia, UnaailU, aiUl UUa 

of the vessel went on shore to spend the night, intending Wfl WCrC ancllOrcd ill tllC StOUO Rlvcr, 

totorton tiiofoiio^B momtagtoirvtiupioy.^dto off James Islaiid, a distance of eight 

be absent from the city lor some days. The families of ” 

miles only from the city of Uliarlestoii. 
To co-operate the fleet, General 
Hunter concentrated a considerable force 
It was his intention 
to throw these troops in mass suddeii- 
ly upon James Island, and thence to 


the contrabands were notified, and came stealthily on 
hoard. At about three o’clock the fires were lit under the 
boilers, and the vessel steamed quietly away down the 

barbpr. The tide was against her, and Fort Sumter wa.s I 
not reached till broad daylight. However, the boat passed Oil EdistO Island 
directly under its walls, giving tbe usual signal— two long 
puffc and a jorit at the whistle-cord — as she passed the sen- 



REPULSE ON JAMES ISLAND. 


make a rapid advance upon Charleston. 
From the want, however, of the means 
of transport, the troops could only be 
moved in detachments, and thus instead 
of concentrating all on the island the 
3d of June, as had been designed, a 
portion of them only were landed on 
that day, and the rest were delayed for 
a week. • 

In the mean time the enemy had been 
vigorously strengthening their position, 
having erected a formidable battery near 
Secession ville,'‘' a small place on Janies 
Island. As the work commanded the 
camp of the Unionists, it was deter- 
mined by G-eneral Benham, who, on the 
return of General Hunter to Port Ro)^!, 
was left in command, to carry it b}!^ as- 
sault. The 11th of June was the day 
appointed for the movement, but the 
enemy on the .evening before having as- 


“ Secessionville is a small village, the summer retreat 
of a few of the James Island planters. It is on the eastern 
side of the island, on a high plot of hmd, lying on a bold 
creek which winds through the marshes between James 
and Morris (or Folly) islands, and empties into the Stono 
Eiver near its mouth. The creek runs immediately tip to 
Secessionville. On the west of the village a short, shal- 
low creek makes its way toward the waters of the Charles- 
ton Bay. Thus a tongue of land is formed hettveeu the 
two creeks. It is connected with the body of the island 
by a narrow neck of thirty yards within some four or five 
hundred yards south of Secessionville. Here Lamar’s 
battery was located across the high land, and Hanked on 
each side by marsh and the creeks. It was a,n earth- work, 
heavily constructed, having a plane face, with an obtuse 
angle on eaob side, and faced south, in the direction of 
Battery Island, Legare's, llee.se’ s, and G-unhall’s planta- 
tions on the Stono lllvcr, which is about two miles (jff. 
From this point the cleared high laud stretches out to the 
Stono River, like the top of a funnel, to the distance of 
nearly a mile, interrupted only by the division lines be- 
tween fields, hedges, and ditche.s. These fields arc cov- 
ered with weeds three feet high. The edges— of high 
land and marsh — are skirted with brushwood. In the 
hackgrinind are patches of wood between the fields and 
the Stono.” — N. Y. Herald. 


sumed the offensive, which resulted in a 
severe skirmish, the attempt upon the 
fort was postponed. In the mean time, 
a battery was erected with the view of 
silencing the enemy’s guns, but its fire 
proved ineffective. It was now deter- 
mined to carry out the original plan of 
an assault. This was accordingly made 
by General Benham with four “ slender 
brigades” at four o’clock on the morn- 
ing of June 16tli, when our troops were 
repulsed, after gallantly fighting for four 
hours, with a loss of 86 killed, 412 
wounded, and 128 missing. This serious 
defeat led to an evacuation of jjjn^ 
James Island. The conduct of 
General Benham not having been ap- 
proved of by General Hunter, he was 
removed from the command and ordered 
to report at Washington. 

A correspondent of the N. Y. Herald, 
writing June llth, gives this detailed 
account of the defeat at James Island : 

“ The forces of General Stevens were 
formed in perfect quiet at his outer pick- 
ets at half-past two o’clock yesterday 
morning. The men fell promptly into 
line, having been at that hour first ap- 
prised of the movement they were to 
undertake. The morning was cool, and 
the entire sky was overcast with black, 
heavy clouds, so that in the darkness 
the task of maintaining silence and 
avoiding confusion was one of no little 
difficulty. Wo moved at half-past four, 
no accident occurring to interrupt our 
progress. Colonel Fenton’s brigade, 
consisting of the Eighth Michigan YoJun- 
teers, under Lieutenant-Colonel Graves, 
the Seventh Connecticut, under Lieu- 
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THE WATl WITH aTHi SOUTi'T. 


“Those ol'ders wore fiiillifuJly oxo- 
cutocl. Reaching flic o{toii. liehi, a.bout a 


i teiia.Bt-Golonel Hawley, and the Twenty- 

I eighth MassaCliiisetts, under Lieutenaiit- 

i Colonel Moore, was in the advance. Col- 

I onel Leasuro's brigade, coniprising the 

i Seventy-ninth Highlanders, under Ijieu- 

I teiiaiit-Ooloiiei Morrison, the One Hini- 

: dredlli Peiiiisylvania, under Major Leck- 

I ey, and the Horty-sisth How York, Ool- 

! onel Hosa, was in. support, together with 

I Hockwell's Coimeeticut battery, Captain 

Sears^ company of Volunteer .EugineervS, 
and Captain Sergeant’s company of 'M.a,s- 
sacliusetts Cavalry. A. storming pa.rty, 
consisting of two (annpanies of the Eigliih 
Michigan, led by Lieutenant Lyons, aid- 
de-camp to (xeneral Stevens, with a ne- 
gro guide, was in the extreme advance, 
j “ Our route lay over an. extensive cot- 
I ton-field, or, rather, a succession of eoi- 
1 ton-.fields, separated from. each other by 
j hedges and -ditches. The ground wms 
broken by the ridges peculiar to the 
plantations in this vicinity, and the pas- 
sage over the uneven, hillowy surface, 
marching as wo were upon the ‘ double 
quick,’ was excessively fatiguing, yet we 
moved forward very rapidly. Altbough 
our line was formed within rillc-shot of 
the eiioiny’s pickets, so rpiietly were the 
troops manoeuvred that they wore ig- 
norant of it, and a rebel lieutenant and 
four privates were surprised and cap- 
tured, Orders had been given to move 
forward by the flank, regiment following 
regiment. In no event were we to fire, 
hut to press on and forward into line 
by regiments. When the enemy should 
open on us, we were to use the hayonet 
on him, and endeavor, if possible, to gain 
possession of the work. 


mile from the rc'bel fort.'dii^afiions, .Ifeu- 
ton’s bi’igadc was dirednd agaiirsl llie 
right, and Lcasure’s against the leit of t.iie j 
work. These two brigades now pushed 
forward witb, greal. rapidity, the regi- 
ments keeping within su])poriing dis- 
ta.nce of each other, and the Mitdugan j 
regiment keeping close to the storming 
party. 

“ When within about four liuiidi'cd I 
yards of tlu‘. tort, a ieri’i(ie fre t)f gra]>e | 
and eanister was opeiu'd. ou ourtudiimiis i 
from the work, and from the woods, 
abattis, a,nd rille-])i(.s ou our right., hour j 
heavy guns on. the enemy's ])arap(d. sent | 
their murderous charges llirough the 
flics of our brave men ; masked batte- 
ries, of whose exisieiice wo had no pre- 
vious knoAvlodge, poured their terrible 
missiles against us ; sharjishooters, sta- | 

tioned all along the rebel line, selm.tted 1 

our otfeers for targets, and many a gai- j 
hint leader fell at their first volley, while | 
the men dropped in the ranks by scores. 

Still the .Ligbth Micbigan, the Scvmity" 1 
ninth Highlanders, the One .Hundnalth 
Pennsylvania, the Twenty-eighth Mu,s- } 
sachusetis (shouting tlieir wi.ld ('ry of 
‘ Paugli-a-Ballagld as tlioy advanced), j 
and portions of the Seventh Connecti- 
cut and Forty-sixth New York succeeded j 
in reaching the very edge of the abattis, I 
and a portion of the storming party of I 
the Eighth Michigan, led by Captains 
Ely and Doyle, together with a party 
from the Highlanders, led in person by 
their brave Lieutenant- Colonel Morri- 
son, mounted the parapet of the work. 


COURAGE OF THE HIGHLAUDERS. 
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“Here lasted for^a few nionieiits the 
most exciting scene iny pen has ever at- 


storm of fire to which our men were ex- 


tempted to describe. U^hen the High- 
landers heard of the terrible slaughter 
of the Eighth Michigan, with whom they 
had for many months been brigaded, 
they could not be restrained, but ad- 
vanced with the utmost promptness to 
the support of their old comrades. Col- 
onel Morrison, whose horse was shot 
early in the action, led up his men on 
foot, shouting, ‘Come on, Highlanders, ’ 
and, with Lieutenant Lyons, of General 
Stevens’ stalf, was the first to scale the 
walls and mount the jDarapet of the fort. 
Both were wounded — Colonel Morrison 
in the head, the bullet entering at the 
temple and coming out behind the right 
ear, and Lieutenant Lyons severely in 
the arm. Captain Hoyle, of the storm- 
ing party, was severely wounded, and 
Captains Guild, Pratt, and Church were 
killed. It was while endeavoring to 
scale these works that Captain Plitch- 
cock, of the Seventh Connecticut, was 
shot down. Nevertheless, the men 
went up, walking unflinchingly into the 
jaws of death. But very few escaped, 
and those only with garments riddled 
with balls. Colonel Morrison, even after 
he was wounded, discharged the entire 
contents of his revolver at the force 
within, and had the satisfaction of killing 
one rebel as he was endeavoring to 
screen himself in one of the numerous 
‘ rat-holes’ with which the interior of the 
work abounded. 

“ There was but one narrow opening 
in the line of abattis. So difficult of 
passage was this, and so galling was the 


posed, that the order was reluctantly 
given to fall back and re-form. The men 
were led with colors flying to the cover 
of a hedge about five hundred yards 
from the fort, where the remaining forces 
of the division were disposed. Two of 
Captain Pvock-well’s pieces, which had 
occupied a position in the rear, were 
now pushed forward to this hedge and 
opened upon the enemy, and his rifles— 
a little to the rear— maintained over the 
heads of our men a well-directed fire 
upon the enemy’s left flank. Both these 
sections were gallantly and efficiently 
served, and produced a marked impres- 
sion oil the rebels. 

“ In the mean time, though the cas- 
ualties had been frightful both in nature 
and in number, the troops of the division 
were in good order. Their confidence 
was still unshaken. Their courage was 
unbroken. Like veterans, they waited 
for the word to charge. But at this junc- 
ture Colonel Williams’ command, which 
had occupied a position on the left, .from 
which they threw a galling fire across 
the marsh into the position of the en- 
emy, were compelled, in consecj.uence of 
the falling of shells from our gun-boats, 
to fall back, and thus the main attention 
of the enemy was given to the front. 
Under these circumstances, it was deem- 
ed a useless waste of life further to pro- 
tract the contest, and the order was 
given to withdraw the troops. This 
was done in the most admirable man- 
ner, Rockwell’s battery taking the lead, 
and the various regiments following in 
line of battle, with flags displayed. 


I 



THE WAR WITH THE SOUTH. 


“ The losses in G-eneral Stevens’ divi- 
sion haYe been veiy heavy. Hearly 200 
of the Eighth Michigan (which also suf- 
fered at Port Royal Ferry and Wilming- 
ton Island) were cut down, and of ten 
company commanders who went into 
the field, only two returned with their 
commands. The Seventy-ninth, whose 
gallantry at Bull Run we all remember, 
sustained a frightful list of casualties, as 
they accompanied the Michigan boys in 
the assault. The losses in the Twenty- 
eighth Massachusetts are also heavy, Oap- 
taiii Lawler being among the killed. 
Captain E. S. Hiichcock, of the Seventh 
Connecticut, was struck by a gra})C“ 
shot in the head and another in the 
tlfigh, and instantly killed, and Lioiiien- 
ant Horton, of ilic same regiment, was 
mortally -wounded ; Lieutenant Setrol, 
of the Forty-sixth, was also killed. 
Many other officers in the second divi- 
sion were mowed down by the hellish 
storm, whose fury and whose terrible 
effect, during the thickest of the fight, 
no feeble rhetoric of mine can aid me 
to portray. 

“I have written, thus far, of the part 
which only two of the brigades played 
in the attack. The command of Brig- 
adier-General Wright, comprising two 
brigades under Colonels Williams and 
Chatfield, also participated in the move- 
ment, and suftered severely. Williams’ 
brigade, consisting of the Third New 
Hampshire Yoluiitcers, under Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Jackson ; a battalion of the 
Third Rhode Island Artillery (acting as 
infantry), the Now York Volunteer Engi- 
neers, and the First Massachusetts Caval- 


ry, inarched froi n C im b:\ 1 1's p lantation at 
early dawn, and were pushed inrward 
toward the southerly lace of the work, 
while Q-eiieral Stevens was directing Ids 
forces against the. side which fronted to- 
ward the east. These regiments were 
separated from General Stevens’ line of 
attack by an impassable swamp and 
stream. : The Third Few Hampshire 
was in the advance, followed by the 
Third Rhode Island, a,nd supported by 
Captain Ransom’s battery of regular ar- 
tillery, and. Day’s liattery — -the two lat- 
ter under the direction of (,la.ptaiii elolui 
Hamilton, chief of n,r1illcry. 

As flic iuraidry al)ove inenfiomMl 
marclied uj) with the ovideut ]>uipose 
of turning the right of the fort, tiu\y 
found themselves cut olf from the woi’k 
by the marsh and exposed to the grape 
and canister on their riglit, togellier 
with a galling fire from the rebel ritle- 
men concealed in the woods on their 
loft. Under the shower of deadly mis- 
siles, both the Third Few Ham])shire 
and the Third Rhode Island were hailly 
cut up ; yet they continued the fight in 
good order until the shtirpshoolers laid 
been sileiiced. This was eUbcied by !i 
spirited dash of the Rhode Island hoys, 
who charged into the woods and used 
the bayonet so elfociiially that the foe 
retired, leaving three of their immher 
in our hands. 

Jjs ‘ ^ ;j! tls :S; 

“ The forces under Colonel Chatfield, 
consisting of the Sixth Connecticut, 
Forty-seventh Few York, and Finety- 
seventh and Forty-fifth Pennsylvania 
regiments, acted as the supporting col- 
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umn. Though they were for a time 
under a brisk fire, they were not di- 


rected against the work, and sustained 
no casualties. Hamilton’s artillery did 
excellent service, and though exposed 
at one time to the fire of our own gun- 
boats, several of whose shells fell and 
exploded in their midst, neither men 
nor horses were injured. Rockwell’s 
battery sustained no losses beyond four 
horses killed. 

“ During the action, Q-eneral Benham 
was on the field and directed in person 
the movements of our forces. General 
Wright, who commanded the division 
on the left, and General Stevens, were 
also in positions of peril throughout the 
action, but were uninjured.” 

The following is the enemy’s report, 
from the Charleston Mercury of June 17 : 

“ About dawn yesterday morning our 
pickets in front of Lamar’s battery were 
driven in, and almost simultaneously the 
enemy’s column was seen some four 
hundred yards off, advancing with the 
bayonet, at double quick,, to the assault. 
Our troops within the battery had been 
hard at work the evening before in 
throwing up another battery, and were 
almost worn out with fatigue. The first 
round that was fired at the Yankees 
was by Colonel T. G. Lamar himself. 
His men hastened with alacrity to their 
pieces, and were soon pouring grape and 
canister against the rapidly approaching 
enemy. At each discharge great gaps 
were visible in the Yankee ranks, but 
still they came on without firing a single 
volley. It was afterward ascertained 
that their muskets were empty, and that 
119 


they had actually hoped to carry the 
battery with the bayonet alone. But 
the rapid and fearful cannonade and 
fusilade kept up against them was too 
severe for their nerves, and when close to 
our intrenchments they wavered, reeled, 
and finally fled in disorder. 

“ But a very short time elapsed be- 
fore the enemy’s column, reinforced by 
infantry and artillery, re-formed, and i I 

again came forward. This time they j | 

did not disdain the use of cartridges, but i | 

poured heavy volleys against our bat- | j 

tery as they advanced. But again the | } 

terrible discharges of grape and canister | | 

mowed down the approaching line ; and | | 

notwithstanding the reinouvstrances of j [ 

their olficers, again the Yankees broke I ! 

and retreated pell-mell from the field. j | 

A third time the enemy formed his line | j 

and advanced in a last desperate effort | | 

to gain the battery, but again in vain. 

The assailants had reached the ditch, 
and some of them succeeded in mount- 
ing the embankment, but they paid for 
their rashness with their lives, and their 
comrades behind, taking warning from, 
their fate, fled once more — ^this time not 
to be rallied to a direct charge. Our 
men all bear witness to the obstinate 
bravery of the enemy on this occasion. 

” Between the charges which proved 
so disastrous to the Yankees, a galling fire 
was kept up against our battery from 
three gun-boats in the creek, about 1,700 
yards east from our position. A cross 
fire was also steadily maintained against 
us from the land batteries which the en- 
emy had erected — one on the edge of 
the wood in which the fight with the 
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total loss, as nearly as we can 
1 , was about 40 killed aud 100 
i. The enemy’s was fiir heavier. 

.ed yesterday 140 dead Yankees 
111 the Held. We say Yankees, 

.e designation as one coixinion to 
le army of invaders, hut in truth, 
i: who did the fighting against ns 
ly were nearly all Europeans, 
the lineanients of tlie dead the 
type was markedly predoiii" 
YY captured tO prisoners. As 
number of the enemy wounded, 
ect eslimate can be made. Glad 
rid of the unwelcome task of 
tor maimed V andals, our men suf- 
he enemy’s ainbulances to ap- 
within point-blank range of their 
,nd to carry oil' the wounded, who 
must have numbered oOO at least.” 

ce (ho victories 

of Burnside and the capture of Newhern, 
movements had been of lit- 
An attack, however, of a 
party of* tlie enemy upon 
the Unionists at Whishiiigton was fol- 
’ ’ y’' a more serious engagement at 
Tranter’s Creek. 

An expedition, consisting of the Twen- 
ty-fourth Massachusetts ’Rogimeut, Oom- 
pany I of the Third Now York Cavaliy, 
detachment of Howard’s Maine Ar- 
tillery, all under the general command of 
Lieutenant-OolonQl Osborn, having set 
out, with a gun-hoat to co-oper-ate from 
Washington (N, 0.), came up with Jhh© 
a party of the enemy intrenched at 
for the last 1 Tranter’s Creek. After a sharp struggle 
■ ' ’ an hour the Unionists succeed- 
driving ^ff their antagonists and 


Eorty-seventh Georgia Regiment oc- 
curred last week, and another between 

that point and the position occupied by 

the gun-boats. Shernian’s famous field 
battery also took part in the engage- 
ment, being divided into two sections, 
which played upon different parts of our 
works.: 

“ It had now become evident to the 
that the men who held our bat- 
no idea of yielding it, and the 
the front was given 


enemy 
tery had 

plan of attack from 
up. 

“Flanking bodies were thrown for- no coi 
ward to assault our works from the di- to go 
rectioii of the marshes which skirted our curing 
battery on either side. On the oast side iered 
of the battery the movement was speed- proac 
ily frustrated, and the few bold meu guns, 

who ventured close enough to pour their 

are into the post soon fell. No loss than In North Carolina, snio 
seventeen were killed outside the ditch, 
and one who had mounted the parapet the military 
fell on the top, pierced by eight balls. tie numient. 

“ On the west side of the battery the skiiniishing 

attack was more serious. The famous — 

New York Seventy-ninth Regiment took bwed by a more serious en<. 

up a position so as to enfilade our guns, 
and kept up a constant and effective fire 
of musketry to drive off our gunners. 

They were met by the Charleston bat- 
talion and the Eutaw Regiment. For a j and a 
time the fight was desperate, hut the 
Louisiana battalion, under Lieutenant- 
Colonel McHenry, came up at the crit- 
' icab moment in gallant style, and the re- 
pulse of the Highlanders was no longer 
doubtful. Tlie enemy was, A_ k. ' 
time, forced back with great slaughter, of half 
and the day was won, ■ * * ' ^ ed in c 







RIGID RULE OF BUTLER. 




capturing the works, with a loss of only 
seven killed and nine wounded. After 
this success Osborn returned with his 
troops to Washington. 

The chief interest in North Carolina, 
however, was in the political move- 
ment ill behalf of the Union, encour- 
aged by the presence of the United 
States troops and of the new military 
governor. The Honorable Edward Stan- 
ley, a native of North Carolina, and 
formerly a popular politician in that 
State, but latterly a resident of Califor- 
nia, had been appointed to fill this office. 
Much was expected from his personal 
influence in evoking the Union senti- 
ment, which, though repressed by the 
domination of the enemy, was presumed 
to exist in the State. 

On Grovernor Stanley’s arrival he was 
May welcomed by many of his country- 
2®* men, and his ardent expressions of 
loyalty were listened to with compla- 
cency and even applause at various 
“ Union” meetings held in the State. 
The Governor’s fastidious regard for the 
institutions and laws of North Carolina 
served, no doubt, to confirm his popu- 
larity with its citizens, but excited the 
eager reformers of the North to opposi- 
tion. The latter accordingly became 
clamorous for his removal, since they 
suspected that his policy was inimical to 
their schemes for the moral improve- 
ment and emancipation of the negroes. 
The United States Government answer- 
ed the discontented with a repudiation 
of the policy attributed to Stanley, but 
retained him -in office. 

After a long inactivity, preparations 


were finally made for a movement by | 
land of the troops under General Burn- j 
side, to co-operate with the army before j 
Richmond ; but before these could be ! 
effectually canned out, a demand came i 
for General Burnside, who accordingly j 
rapidly embarked a portion of his troops, 
and hastened in force to McClellan’s 
camp, where he arrived on the 8th j^jy 
of July. 

At New Orleans, General Butler en- 
forced obedience to the authority of the 
United States with all the severity of 
martial law. Disaffected leaders who 
resisted the demands of loyalty were 
imprisoned, and the violence of the 
unruly was repressed by the halter, the 
guard-house, and the most rigid po- 
lice regulations. The mayor of the city 
was deprived of his civic honors and 
office, and Pierre Soul4, the eloquent 
senator of Louisiana, was arrested and 
sent to a Northern prison. The au- 
dacious citizen who had ventured to 
haul down the United States flag was* 
hung. Tradesmen were forced to open 
their shops, and to refuse Confeder- 
ate money in exchange for their wares 
under threats of the heaviest penalties 
ill case of disolicdicnce, and clergymen 
were denied the privilege of closing 
them churches or praying for ‘ ‘ the de- 
struction of the Union or the success of 
the rebels.” The banks were compelled 
to unearth their hidden treasure, and 
to credit their obligations in the legal 
currency of the United States. The 
sacred precincts of even the representa- 
tives of foreign nations were exposed to 
the scrutiny of military inspection. ' ‘ An 
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women calling tlionise’lves ‘ ladies of 
Hew Oi'leaus/’^ Qen(3ral Butler order- 
ed: “ Wlien any female Bliallj by word, 
gesture, or movement, insult or show 
contempt for any ofiicer or soldier of the 
United States, she shall be regarded and 
held liable to be treated as a woman, of 
the town plying her avocation.’' This 
order* has been liberally int.erpreted as 
meaning only that women so .forgetful 
of the grace of their sex as to be guilty 
of such indecorum, Blionld be amenable 
to the mimicipal law of .New Orleans, by 
whidi prostitutes plying their vocation 
are liable to arrest. : If tins was the in- 
tent, as it is charitable to suppose, it 
was imfortunate for tlie l‘ame of Butler 
that he had not 1)eeii more pina'isc*- in 
the use of words. This want of nindy 
in expression, if .it wore, nothing else, lias, 
by naturally suggesting a gross inteiytrc- 
tation, induced asnspicioiiof his Odvalry 

® The following is the fa, minis orJoi- of Ooiioral nutior : 

“ HllA'nijlJAllTKRS, nEI’Alt'r.MK.\T OF 'ruE (.liru', I 
j%i5, t 

“As the officers and soldiers of the l^nitod States luive 
been siihjocfc to repeated insults from the women calling 
themselves ‘ ladies of Xew Orleans.’ in n-tnrn for the most 
scrupulous Tion-interfereucc and courte.sy on onr pai’t, 
it is ordered that hereafter, when any female, sliali, hy 
•word, gesture, or niovoinent, insult or siiovv ooufeinpt. for 
any officer or sohlior of the. United States, she shall he re- 
garded and held liable to he treatinl iw a wminan of (.lie 
town plying her avocation. 

“ By command of MAJon-G enbuau Butikk, 

“ G-eo. Q'. STnoNQ, A, A. G.’’ 

General Beauregard shrewdly availed himself of the in- 
discreet words of Butler to envenom the hostility of his 
soldiers against the defenders of tlui Union. The follow- 
ing was his address to his army : 

“Men of the South, shall our mothers, wives, d.augh- 
ters, ami sisters he thus outraged liy the ruffianly soldiers 
of the North, to wdiom is given the right to treat at their 
pleasure the ladies of the South as common harlots? 
Arouse, friends, and drive back from our soil these infa- 
mous invaders of our homes and disturbers of our family 
ties. (Signed) G. T. BEAUKEaAan, Gen. Com'd’g.” 


officer wearing the uniform and arms 
May of a captain of the United States 
army, accompaiiied by a squad of 
six or eight men under his command,'' 
surrounded the office of the consul of 
the Netherlands and forbade the exit of 
any person or property from the prem- 
ises— which were yielded up, after an 
emphatic protest by the indignant for- 
eign official, to the possession of the 
armed band. Eight hundred thousand 
dollars in specie, claimed to be the prop- 
erly of the Messrs. Hope, of Amsterdam, 
wore thus taken by Major-General But- 
ler, while the saci'ed pex’son of the con- 
sul himself was held in sacrilegious 
durance for several hours. This in- 
duced the rovst of the foreign representa- 
tives at New Orleans to join in a formal 
protest against the act. General .Butler, 
in answer, justified his conduct by de- 
claring that “ the flag of the Netherlands 
was made to cover and conceal property 
of an incorporated company of Louisi- 
ana, secreted under it from the operation 
of the laws of the United States.” The 
ambassador of the Netherlands at Wash- 
ington subsequently adding the weight 
of his protest against this bold act, the 
United States Government was induced 
to# restrain the military authorities at 
New Orleans from any interference with 
property in possession of foreign offi- 
cials. 

, The loyal ardor of General Butler was 
even more indiscreetly manifested by 
an order in regard to the women, of 
New Orleans. “ The officers and sol- 
diers of the United States having been 
subject to repeated insults fx’om the 




VICKSBUBG AND ITS BATTERIES. 


and evoked the denunciation of all gal- that city, G-eneral Butler was enabled 
lant men.'*’ ' to concentrate his energies upon the 

The President having sent the Honor- military operations on the Mississippi, 
able Reverdy Johnson, of Maryland, as where he was acting with his troops in 
a commissioner to Hew Orleans, to as- conjunction with the fleet of gun-boats 
sist in regulating the government of under Farragut and Davis. 


CHAPTER XXYII, 


Farragut and Porter on tlie Mississippi. — Capture of Baton Eouge, Natchez, etc. — Obstinate resistance of Vicksburg.— 
Tliecityof Vicksbiirg and its position described.— Tbe Enemy’s force,— General Van Dorn in command.— Bom- 
bardment of Vicksburg,— No result.— The batteries passed by Farragut.— Junction of tbe rams under Ellet.— Re- 
sumption of the bombardment.— No result.— Tbe Canal expedient. — The appearance of the Arkansas.— Her ex- 
ploits. — Tbe conflict %vitb tbe Union gun-boats. — ^An attempt to board. — No foe to be found.— Escape of the 
Arkansas.— Attack upon tbe Arkansas at Vicksburg.—Failure.— Farragut moves below Vicksburg.— Another 
attack. — ^Result. 


The fleet under Commodore Farragut, 

soon after the capture of Hew Or- 
1862 ^ 

leans, being joined by the mortar 

flotilla, in command of Captain Porter, 

proceeded up the Mississippi, with the 

view of reducing the various positions 

still held by the enemy on the river. 

Baton Rouge, Hatchez, G-rand Gulf,f 

and ’W’arrentoii yielded without serious 

opposition, hut Vicksburg obstinately 

resisted. Here the enemy, availing 

themselves of the natural advantages of 

the place for defence, and concentrating 

all their efforts, were enabled to make a 

firm stand. 


^ Earl Russell, in the House of Lords, and Lord Palm- 
erston, in the Commons, only expressed tbe universal sen- 
timent of England in their official denunciations of Butler’ s 
order as it was generally though it is believed erroneously 
interpreted. 

f ’I'Ms city was shelled and burned by the Union fleet 
in retaliation for firing on the transports. 


The city of Vicksburg is built upon 
the acclivities of the Walnut Hills, which 
rise to a height of 400 feet above the 
alluvial borders of the Mississippi. Bat- 
teries had been raised, tier above tier, at 
the edge of the river, on the high bluffs, 
and up the slopes to the summits of the 
hills. The enemy’s troops, under Gen- 
eral Lovell, which had retreated from 
Hew Orleans on the capture of that 
city, had finally, after temporarily occu- 
pying several intermediate positions, en- 
camped near Vicksburg. This force was 
subsequently strengthened by detach- 
ments from Beauregard’s army, after its 
retreat from Corinth, and the whole, 
numbering some 8,000 or 9,000 men, 
placed under the command of General 
Van Dorn. 

A Union land force, under General 
Williams, had followed the fleet in trans- 







ports, to co-operate in attack and occupy 
the several positions as they were cap- 
tured. At break of day, on the 28th of 
Jioie Jnne, the gun- and mortar boats 
^8* opened a heavy lire upon Yicks- 
burg, with the view of silencing its bat- 
teries, but met with such a vigorous 
response from the enemy, that the hope 
of immediately reducing their works was 
ahaiidoncd. During the engagement, 
Commodore Farragut boldly passed the 
batteries wiOi the three steam sloops of 
war, Eidimoiid, Hartford, and Iroquois, 
and four of the smaller gun-boats, and 
anchored in the Misvsissippi, above Ticks- 
burg. Fifteen were killed and thirty 
wounded in the course of this daring 
manoeuvre. The rest of the fleet fell 
back to their old anchorage below Ticks- 
burg, and out of range of its formidable 
batteries. 

Meanwhile Captain Davis, with his 
fleet of gun-boats and mortar vessels, 
and the steam rams under Ellett, after 
the capture of Memphis and the opera- 
tions on the White Diver, moved down 
the Mississippi, and formed a junction 
July with Commodore Farragut, above 
2* Ticksburg. The bombardment of 
the enemy’s batteries was now resumed 
by the fleets both above and below, and 
continued day after day, but without 
any decisive result. 

Commodore Farragut despairing of an 
early reduction of Ticksburg, devised 
an ingenious expedient for ridding the 
Mississippi of the obstruction this perti- 
nacious city continued to present to the 
free command of the great river. His 


sula foraied in front of Ticksl>urg by a 
bend of the Mississippi. He hoped thus 
to divert tlio stream, and exclude 'Ticks- 
burg from the beuolits of iis imviga- 
tion. To efiect tliis design, Commo- 
dore Farragut avidled liimself of Die 
ready resource of tlie a, bounding negroes 
of that land of slavery, and set them to 
digging the canal, tliroiigli ^vliidi it -was 


hoped the great river niiglit be induced 
to flow. Tlie Fatlier of Watei’vS, how- 
ever, continued its course ordained of 
ages, umnoved by tlie tem})orary ex:])e- 
dients of epliemcrid man, and ivitli an 
mdiscrimmate beneficence persisted in 
continuing its course past the disloyal 
city. A writer in the Dew Y ork JlhrfM' 
thus descrilies the peninsula, and liope- 
fiilly anticipates the success of Co,mino- 
dore FarraguFs enterpris(3 : 

“ The gene.ral course of the Missis- 
sippi, as all well know, is nearly due 
south, but in detail it is exceedingly 
tortuous. When Ticksburg first ap- 
pears in sight to Die traveller down the 
river, its direction is almost due east, 
nearly three miles distant. At Yicks- 
burg the stream ‘ douliles^ coin])l'ctely 
upon itself, and for throe miles aifiU- 
tional its course is exactly revi'rsed. A 
peninsula, or tongue of laud, is thus 
formed, with a length of nearly tlireo 
miles and a width of a little less i.han a 
mile. At the commencement or neck 
of this peninsula it is more contracted 
than at any other point. The people 
of Ticksburg have long feared that the 
river would make its way across this 
bend, and thus cut them off from the 
steamboat navigation of the Mississippi. 
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If tlie canal is once formed across 
tliis neck, no earthly power can prevent 
the main course of the stream from fol- 
lowing this direction. A bar would 
speedily form at the lower end of the 
cut-off, and the main channel would 
gradually fill up. Navigation will fol- 
low the shortest route, and Yickshurg 
will become one of the cities that were.’’ 

The formidable Union fleets in the 
mean time had remained comparatively 
inactive, until suddenly aroused to a 
sense of danger by the appearance of 
an antagonist ^of unexpected power. 
This was the Arkansas, a gun-boat which 
the enemy had been long constructing. 
Originally built at Memphis, she had been 
towed from that city, in an unfinished 
condition, two days before.the evacuation 
of Fort Pillow, with a supply of iron 
plates and guns on board, to the Yazoo 
Eiver, which empties into the Mississippi 
fifteen miles above Vicksburg. Here 
the Arkansas had been completed, and 
a vague rumor of her getting ready to 
move having reached the fleet, Commo- 
dore Farragut, though apparently un- 
conscious of the formidable character of 
the vessel, and doubtful of her readiness, 
sent the gun-boats Carondelet and Tyler 
and the “ ram” Queen of the West* to 
reconnoitre. 

On those vessels reaching the mouth 
July of the Yazoo, they came to anchor 
until the next morning, when they 
weighed and moved slowly up the river, 
the bluffs of which presenting so many 
favorable positions for batteries being 
passed with suspicious caution. No signs 

« This -vessel took no part in the suhseq-uent fight. 


of hostility were apparent to the vigilant 
“look-outs.” The cotton plantations 
sparsely scattered along the generally 
uncultivated banks of the river seemed 
mostly deserted. Some negroes, how- 
ever, came stealthily down to the river 
and waved their hats and branches of 
trees in welcome of the gun-boats. The 
“ whites,” for the most part, slunk away 
on the ajDproach of those they believed 
to be their enemies but one more defi- 
ant than the rest, before he took to the 
cover of the canebrakes, shouted, exult- 
ingly, “ The Arkansas is coming.” Lit- 
tle heed w'-as given to what was thought 
to be an empty boast, and the Union 
gun-boats proceeded on their course. 
After having sailed some fifteen miles up 
the river, the smoke of a steamboat was 
observed. The practiced eye of the 
pilot of the Carondelet saw at once that 
it came from wood, and not from bitu- 
minous coal. The natural inference was 
that the vessel belonged to the enemy, 
since they used the former, while the 
Union boats burned the latter. “No 
attention was paid to the circumstance, 
as it was known that there were some 
boats (Union) foraging up and down the 
Mississippi and Yazoo, and some of them 
might have exhausted their coal and 
taken in wood in its place.” 

As the two gun-boats— the Tyler he- 
wing in advance — were passing an abrupt 
bend in the river, a “ strange-looking 
craft” wms seen steaming slowly down. 
She proved to be the Arkansas. 

^ The following description is from the N. Y. Ilerald: 

“Her length over all is 180 feet, and slie has 60 feet 
breadth of beam. Her model is a combination of the flat- 
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Lieutenant Gwyrme, in conmiand of 
tlie Tyler, at once beat to quarters o.n(I 

bottoiuort boats of tlie West aud tlie keel-built steamers 
designecl for navigation in the ocean or deep iiiliuid wa- 
ters. Her bow is made sharp, like that of the Plymouth 
Hock or Commonwealth, and her stern tapers so as to per- 
mit the waters to close readily behind her. In the centre 
of her hull she is broad and of great capacity, and for 
neiui3’ eighty feet along the middle she is alinost Hat 
hottinned, like, an ordinary freight or passenger boat on 
the Western waters. 

“The engines of the Arkansas are low pressure, and of 
900 horsc-po-wtr, all placed below the water-line and wUl 
protected from injury by hostile missiles. Her cylinders 
ai'o said to he 2-1 inches diameter and seven-feet stroke. 
She is pronded with two propeller.^, working in the stern 
and acting independently. These propellers arts seven 
feet in diameter, and are each provided witli fotir wing.s 
or flanges, and are capable of making ninety revolutions 
to the minute. In consequence of the independent action 
of the engines, one propeller can he revolved forward 
while the othcf is reversed, thns permitting the boat to 
be turned in little inoro than her own length. .A net- 
work of iron rods, an inch in diameter and with meshes 
more than a foot across, o.xtend,s arouml tlie upper part of 
the propellers to protect them from injury by floating logs 
and driftwood. “ 

The draught of the boat, with her machinery, arma- 
m.ent, and plating, is upward of niuc feet. Her sides are 
covered partly with railroad iron of the T pattern, dove- 
tailed together and firmly bolted. Along her after-works, 
and around her stern, she is clad with two-inch plate iron, 
the whole extending thirteen inche.s hclow the water-line, 
and fastened in the best manner possible. 

“Forward she carries an enormous beak of cast iron, 
which is so made that the entire bow' of the boat fits into 
it like a wedge into a piece of timber, fl’he supporting 
sides of this beak are perforaf;ed in numerous places to ad- 
mit huge holts that pass completely through the how ami 
are rivetted ateither end. The entire beak weigbs IB, 000 
pounds, and is of sufficient strength to penetrate the hull 
of any war viissel on the river. T’he sides of the boat are 
of eighteen inches solid timber, and, with their mail cov- 
ering of railroad and plate iron, are proof against any hut 
the heaviest projectiles. 

“The Arkans!^ i.s commanded by Captain I. H. Brown, 
an old steamhoatman resident in ^Memphis, and who has 
been a liberal contributor to tlm Confederate cause. Cap- 
tain Brown has personally .superintended her completion 
since she passed up the Yazoo, and it is thought that the 
story of her being aground was started by him purposely 
, to throw our commanders otf their guard. At the time 
this latter report reached us she was prohahly moored se- 
curely to the bank, with her carpenters and machinists 
busy in fitting her for action.” 


prepared for action. Captain ’Wallvcr Avas 
equally prompt in getting llic Caronde- 
let ready. A. Bliot-was now fired across 
tile bow of the strange steamer to bring 
her to or make her show her colors, 
AYhieli she answered by firing at tlie 
Tyler, hut ii^-ithoiit elFect. Tlie enemy 
and the Tyler hoay continued to ap- 
proach, and were soon in earnest, action. 
The latter, which Avas a Avooden boat, 
suffered soYerely, having eiglit killed and 
sixteen Avoimded, Avhile the iron mail 
of her antagonist seemed jiroof against 
every blow. The Gartuidclet, trust iiig 
to her iron sides, iiaateued to take tlie 
place of lier weaker consort, and fiie 
Tyler was ordered down, the river to 
ghm the alarm to the (lc(‘t hclow. As 
the lallor was turning, llie Garoiidclct 
covered her departure by opening fire 
AA'ith her hoAA'- guns upon the emmiy. 
Three rounds Avcrc thus fired., but, with 
apparently little effect, us most of the 
shot glanced oft from the iron mail of 
the Arkansas. The Oarondelet now 
presented herself to her antagonist 
broadside on, and the two vessels began 
a vigorous interchange of volleys. ‘ * Tlie 
sides and casemating of the (.kiroudclot 
Avcrc repeatedly perfortiled, some of the 
shot going entirely iiirough and jiassing 
out on the opposite side. Two men 
were killed by a shot, and three wounded 
hy splinters.” None of the shot, how- 
ever, had struck heloAV the Avater-liue, 
and the Oarondelet Avas still in fighting 
trim. The Arkansas seemed compara- 
tively unharmed, though a portion of 
her iron mail had hoeii ripped up. 

The captain of the Oarondelet now 
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determined to board, and be accordhigl}' gun-boat Boston entered, killing ten 
laid lier alongside of the Arkansas and men and wounding several others. The 
grappled her. The boarders at once Arkansas finally reached a safe cover 
sprang to the deck of the Arkansas, but under the guns of the batteries at Yicks- 
found no foe to contend with, as the burg, where she was welcomed with 
crew had withdrawn into the iinpen- exulting shouts. Her exploit was re- 
etrable iron shell of their vessel. Thus markable not only for the audacity of 
secure themselves from attack, they its conception, but for the success of its 
were still able to act on the offens- execution. A single vessel had fought 
ive, and firing rifles and pistols from successfully in close action with two an- 
every loophole, and pouring out from tagonists, and run the gauntlet of a 
every pipe steam and boiling water, they score of others. The following are the 
drove back the boarders. In the mean official reports of the enemy; 
time the two vessels were drifting down official dispatches. 

the stream in close and mortal embrace, “ Vicksbukg, July is, 1862 . 

still exchanging broadsides and deluging “We engaged to-day, from six to 
each other with the fatal steam. As eight a.m., with the enemy’s fleet above 
thus bent only on mutual destruction, Vicksburg, consisting of four or more 
the two vessels, apparently unmindful iron-clad vessels and two heavy sloops 
of their individual safety, had grounded, of war, and four gun-boats, and seven 
The Arkansas being on the side toward or eight rams. We drove an iron-clad 
the river, and accordingly in deeper ashore, with colors down and disabled, 
water, was now enabled to shake off her blew up a ram, burned one vessel, and 
antagonist. Having thus got rid of the damaged several others. Our smoke- 
Oarondelet, she moved down the stream, stack was so shot to pieces that we lost 
The Tyler had, in the mean while, steam and could not use our vessel as a 
reached the fleet below, and given the ram. We were otherwise cut up, as we 
alarm half an hour before the appearance engaged at close quarters. Loss, 10 
of the Arkansas herself. A hurried ef- killed and 15 wounded \ others with 
fort was made to receive her, and as she slight wounds. Isaac H. Brown, 
passed, broadside after broadside was “ Lieutenant Commanding,” 

fired ; but though frequently struck, she “ Vicksbueg, 16 , 1 862 . 

was not disabled, while her own fire “The sloop of war Arkansas, under 
continued ineessant, and not without cover of our batteries, ran gloriously 
effect. After each discharge of her guns, through twelve or thirteen of the en- 
the iron guards of the port-holes fell, emy’s rams, gun-boats, and sloops of 
closing them tight, and her sides thus war. Our loss was 10 men killed and 
presented an mipcnotrable mail of metal. 16 wounded. Captain Brown, her com- 
One of the port-holes having been niander and hero, was slightly wounded 
momentarily opened, a ball from the in the head. The smoke-stack of the 
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Arkansas was riddled. Otherwise she 
is not materially damaged, and can soon 
be repaired. 

“ Two of the enemy’s boats struck 
their colors, and the boats ran ashore to 
keep from sinking. Many were killed 
and wounded. This is a glorious achieve- 
ment for the navy, her heroic com- 
mander, officers, and men. 

“ One mortar boat, disabled and 
aground, is now burning up. All the 
enemy’s transports and all the vessels 
of war of the lower (leet, oxce})t a sloop 
of war, have gotten up stea,ni, and a, re 
off to escape from the Arkansas. 

“ Earl Yan Dorn, 

“ Major-Grcnoral Commanding.” 

This is the quasi official statement of 
our Government ; 

“ WASiinsrGTOiT, Jvly 22, 1862. 

“ The Havy Department to-day re- 
ceived the following : 

“ Cairo, J'uly 21, 1862. 

“ The rebel gun-boat Arkansas, armed 
with twelve rifled sixty-eight-pounders, 
came out of the Yazoo Ibiver on Tues- 
day. She encountered first the Tyler, 
Oarondelet, and ram Lancaster. 

“ After a running fight of ten miles 
the Oarondelet closed with the rebel, 
and both vessels grounded, fighting side 
by side. The rebel, being outside, suc- 
ceeded in getting off. The Tyler steamed 
i ahead, maintaining a running fight until 
the fleet was reached. 

“ Our transports being in range, pre- 
venting an effective fire from our gun- 
! boats, the Arkansas succeeded in getting 
to Yicksburg under shelter of the bat- 
teries there, to appearance much injured. 


“ The total Union loss is 27 killed 
and wounded, mul among tliese are the 
engineer and pilot of the ’fyler. Com- 
modore Farragut’s entire fleet is below 
Yicksburg. Sliglit damage was done to 
our vessels. Gso. D. Wise, 

“ Captain and Ass’t Quartermaster.” 

In this naval engagement the Union- 
ists had two boats, the Tyler and Benton, 
disabled, and lost 42 killed and 69 
wounded. 


Vessela. 

Killed. 

Wonniled. 

Shota rec’d. 

Uaroiulolet 

.... 5 . , . . • . 

20.... 

20 

'I'ylt'l' 

. . . 8 

iC. . 

14 

Tjuucasti'r 

....iS 

.. ...10.... 

1 

I’enioii 

.... 1 



6 

rj 




0 

nk'kov 






1 

FiUTagut’s llooi, . . 

....10 

20.... 

i:3 

Total 

42 

60.... 



Commodore Farragut, naturally vexed 
by the successful audacity of the Ar- 
kansas, made a resolute clfort to destroy 
her. Taking a position with his gun- 
boats at the close of the day witliin 
range of the batteries, ho opened upon 
them with the view of drawing their 
fire. This being accomplished, the Jiyj© 
fleet suddenly moved off into Ibo 
channel and passed rapidly down the 
river until within close rangii of the Ar- 
kansas, lying at Yicksburg under the 
enemy’s guns. Each viissol as it ar- 
rived opposite to her, slackened its 
S})Ged and fired a broadside. More than 
a hundred guns, some of them throw- 
ing ten-inch balls, were thus discharged, 
but; oidy one steel-pointed shot took 
cllect, passing tlirough the side of 
the Arkansas, killing two men and 
wounding three. Her powers of resist- 
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ance were put still furtlier to tlie test 
DY a bold dash of the “ram” Sumter, 
which rail into her and tried to “knock 
a hole into her, but seemingly,” reports 
a correspondent, “might as well have 
run into a rock.” The Arkansas, in the 
mean time, kept up a brisk fire from her 
broadsides in conjunction with a can- 
nonade from the forts, by which, al- 
though their aim was hindered by the 
darkness, great damage was done to the 
Union fleet. 

A correspondent of the Chicago Times 
gave this account of the affair : 

“ The fleet of Commodore Davis took 
up a station at about dark and opened 
on the batteries to draw their fire. They 
succeeded admirably, and at an unex- 
pected moment the fleet of large vessels 
struck into the channel and descended 
the river. As each boat arrived oppo- 
site the Arkansas, she slackened and 
poured her broadside into her. She 
answered as well as she could in such a 
storm of missiles, and put one or two 
balls into our vessels, but her main oc- 
cupation was to lie still and take it. 
Upward of a hundred guns, some of 
them throwing ten-inch shots, poured 
their deadly shots into her. Seven-inch 
steel-pointed shot were fired into her, 
and I learn, by rebel sources, that one 
of them went through her and killed 
two men. This, they maintain, is the 
only damage done her. The firing was tre- 
mendous. The Sumter also ran into her 
and tried to knock a hole in her huh, but 
seemingly might as well have run into a 
rock. The batteries, of course, joined in 
the engagement, and poured shot into 


our vessels as well as they could in the 
darkness. The roar of guns was like an 
earthcjuake, and nothing more terrific 
ever was conceived than this grand ar- 
tillery duel hy night. It lasted an hour, 
and then our vessels passed below and 
took up their old anchorage. In the 
morning, messengers were dispatched to 
see what damage the ilrkansas had sus- 
tained. B}’ going up the opposite hank 
of the river she could he plainly seen. 
She was careened, as if to stop holes in 
her hull, and her steam pumps were at 
work. A barge lay alongside for the 
use of the carpenters. It did not ap- 
pear that she was in any danger of sink- 
ing. Two battles, such as no boat in 
the world ever went through before had 
failed to demolish her, I find, by the 
account of those who had good views of 
her, that this formidable craft has per- 
pendicular sides of six or eight feet, in 
which the port-holes are pierced. This 
is different from the common under- 
standing of her model, which has been 
that her perpendicular sides were low. 
She presents six or eight feet in height 
of solid iron, eight inches thick. She is 
150 feet long.” 

The following is the enemy^s official 
report, dated Yickshurg, July 16, 1862 : 

“Enemy opened all their guns and 
mortars last evening, and shelled the 
city and batteries until after dark, when 
eight of their vessels of war passed down 
nnder fire of batteries and Arkansas 
hroaclsides. What damage was done to 
them I have not learned, though they 
were repeatedly pierced by shot of 
heaviest calibre. One heavy shot passed 
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Upon finding herself unsupported, she 
dropped down the river. The Queen 
coming to her aid, ran into the Arlvaii" 
sas, making her tremble from stem to 
stern. Recovering herself, the Queen 
ran on her again, but so forcibly as to 
strain her own works badly. Both then 
returned up the river. 

“ During the engagement the Essex 
received several shots, and had one man 
killed and two wounded. The Queen 
was sliot tlirough several times. 

The Ibllowing is tlie official report of 
Commander Porter, of the Essex ; 

“United States Gun-boat Essex, ) 
OEE Baton Rodge, August 1, 1802. f 
“To THE IIox. Gideon Welles, Seciietary 
OF TUB Havy: 

"Sm — Permit me to draw your at- 
tention to some facts relating to this 
ship running the blockade atYicksburg. 
These facts will relate principally to the 
manner in which she is plated ; but in 
their details it will be necessary to enter 
into a statement of all the circumstances 
connected with my running the blockade. 

“ At six A.M., on the morning of the 
15th of July, we heard heavy firing up 
the Yazoo, and as I had the evening 
previous taken on board two desertei’s 
from Yicksburg who had stated that the 
Arkansas ram was ready to come down 
the river, they were sent on board the 
flag-ship Benton. I suspected this ves- 
sel was making her way down, and I 
prepared for action. I beg to state that 
on my passage from Cairo to Yicksburg 
my port boiler had burst one of the 
bottom sheets, and we were repairing it 
at the time herein mentioned. At eight 


through the side of the Arkansas, kill- 
ing two men and wounding three. This 
was all the damage done to us, with the 
exception of one house burned down in 
the city. Our troops here have a con- 
tempt for fleet and bombardment, and 
await coolly for troops to land. The 
Arkansas is the admiration of all, and 
her daring and heroic act has inspired 
all with the greatest enthusiasm. She 
is now being repaired, and will soon be 
ready for orders. 

“Earl Yan Dorn, 

“ Major-Cxeneral.” 

After this desperate but unsuccessful 
attack, Commodore Parragut anchored 
with his fleet below Yicksburg, and re- 
newed the bombardment of the bat- 
teries. Captain Davis remained above 
with his gun-boats and mortar vessels. 

Captain Davis and Parragut com- 
july bining their efforts, now made an- 
other attempt upon tlie Arkansas. 
“The fleet from below, '' according to 
the Union telegraphic report, “was to 
engage the lower batteries, and the fleet 
above wmuld engage the upper ones, 
while the gim-hoats Essex and Queen 
were, in the mean time, to attack the 
Arkansas and tow her out. In conse- 
qucnce of a misunderstanding, only a 
few shells were fired from the mortars 
below, which it is known had no other 
eflfect than to divert the fire from the 
Essex. This vessel attempted to rnn 
into the Arkansas and jam her against 
the levee, but the latter swung round, 
and the Essex grazed her side. As she 
passed she gave the rebel craft three 
eleven-inch shot from her bow guns. 


EXPLOITS OF THE ESSEX. 


A.M. tlie United States giiii-boat Tjder 
came out of tlie iiioutli of the Yazoo, 
closely followed by the rebel ram. The 
former passed down and took refuge 
behind this vessel, as well as some other 
rams belonging to Colonel Ellet’s fleet. 
As the x4.rkansas passed I discharged at 
her seven guns, striking her three times. 
One of my shot penetrated her iron cov- 
ering, and did considerable damage ; but 
recovering, she passed on, the Benton 
getting under way and following her for 
some distance down the river. She, 
however, reached in safety the batteries 
at Yicksburg. It was now determined 
by the two commaiiders-in-chief to make 
some effort to destroy the ram, and 
hence, on the evening of the same day 
the Arkansas passed the upper fleet. 
Flag-officer Farragut, with the Yew Or- 
leans fleet that had previously attacked 
the Yickshiirg batteries, coming up 
stream, concluded to run the blockade, 
and while going down, try to sink her. 
The flag-ship Benton, with the guu-hoats 
Louisville and Cincinnati, accoinpaiiied 
his fleet to within range of the forts, but 
the destruction of the ram was not ac- 
complished. 

“ Flag-Officer Farragut and Davis, 
with myself, on the 21st, held a council 
of war on board the Benton, and I vol- 
unteered the services of the Essex to 
make an attempt to destroy the ram, 
and the following programme was agreed 
on: That on the morning of the 22d, 
precisely at four o’cloclv, the whole avail- i 
able Hoot under command of Flag-Officer 
Davis, was to get under way, and when 
within range to bombard the upper bat- 
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teries at Yicksburg ; the lower fleet, un- 
der Flag-Officer Farragut, was to do the 
same, and attack the lower batteries ; 
the Essex was to push on, strike the 
rebel ram, deliver her fire, and then fall 
behind the lower fleet. 

‘ ‘ On the morning herein stated I got 
under way and passed the Benton. Flag- 
Officer Davis hailed me, and ‘ wished me 
success.^ I now pushed on, according 
to my understanding of the programme, 
and precisely at half-past four a.m. the eii- 
emj^’s upper batteries opened upon me, 
hut I heard no response at this time from 
our fleets. I arrived at the ram, deliv- 
ered my fire, and struck her ; the blow 
glanced and I went high on the river 
bank with the bows of the ship, where 
I lay ten minutes under three batteries of 
heavy guns. I backed off and loaded up. 
The enemy had drawn up three regiments 
of sharpshooters and several batteries of 
field-pieces, ranging from six-pounders 
to twenty-four pounders. I found it 
impossible under these circumstances to 
hoard the rebel boat, though such was 
my original intention. After I deliv- 
ered my fire at but five feet from the 
ram, we distinctly heard the groans of 
her wounded and saw her crew j limping 
overboard. She did not fire a gun after 
we had delivered oursf and I have siuce 
seen in the rebel papers that they admit 
a loss of eighteen killed and thirty-five 
wounded. Y^e knocked a very large 
hole in her side. At this time I began 
I to look for aid from the fleets, hut with- 
I out result. I ordered the pilots to get 
I the Essex’s head up stream, with the iu- 
j tention of holding on until the lower 
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fleet came up, and then make another 
attack on the ram. At this time I was 
under the guns of three batteries, one of 
which was not over one hundred feet off. 
A heavy ten-inch shot from the near- 
est battery struck my forward casemate 
about five feet from the deck, but fortu- 
nately did not penetrate. A rifle seven- 
and-a-half-inch shot from the same bat- 
tery struck the casemate about nine feet 
from the deck. It penetrated the iron, 
but did not get through, though so se- 
vere was the blorv that it started a four- 
inch plank two inches and eighteen feet 
long on the inside. A conical shell 
struck the casemate on the port side as 
we were rounding to, penetrated the 
three-quarter inch iron, and came half 
way through the wooden side. It ex- 
ploded through, killing one man and 
slightly wounding three. A small piece 
grazed my head, and another piece tore 
the legs of the first master’s pantaloons. 

'‘I had now been under fire for up- 
ward of an hour, and thirty minutes of 
the time from eighty feet to one hundred 
yards of some of the enemy’s heaviest 
batteries. I still looked for tlie arrival 
of the lower fleet, but saw nothing of it. 

I held oil for a short time longer, hut 
the enemy began to flf e Avith such ra-^ : 
pidity, and we were so clbse that the 
flashes of his guns through niy gLui-lioles 
drove my men from tlie guns. At last, 
through the smoke I saw the lower fleet 
nearly three miles off, and still at an- 
chor. Seeing no hope of relief or as- 
sistance, I now concluded to run the 
gauntlet of the enemy’s lower forts and 
seek an anchorau'e below the fleet. I 


tlierefore reluctantly gave the order to 
‘put her head down stream,’ hut I was 
determined to be in no luirry. Tliey 
had now plenty of time to prepare, and 
so rapid was their fire, that tor half an 
an hour the hull of this sliip was com- 
pletely enveloped in the heavy jets of 
water tlirowii over her by the enemy’s 
shot, shell, and rifle-balls. The Depart- 
ment may have some idea, of the amount 
and number of shot, shell, plugs, and 
rifle missiles thrown at tins vessel wlien 
they are now informed we were two 
hours and a lialf under fii ‘0 of seventy 
heavy guns in battery, twenty field- 
pieces, and three heavy guns on board 
tlie ram. During that time tills vessel 
was lieavily struck forty-two times, and 
only p e netrated twice . T his fully p i*o ves 
the admirable character of the iron 
plating, as the thickest iron was but an 
inch, with one inch of India rubber 
beneath, according to my method now 
patented. 

“I still hope an opportunity may yet 
he given me to make a second attempt 
to destroy the Arkansas, as I believe it 
can be done, and ‘I am ready and can 
do it. : Very respectfully, your obedient 
servant,;i , W. 1). Porter, 

/‘ Gommanding/Division of .the Fleet m 

the Western waters.” 

The enemy gave a version of tlie a,f- 
fair much more favorable to their side, 
declaring that “ Commodore Davis and 
his gim-hoats had a,ttacked iho batteries 
and the ram Arkansas, and had been 
repulsed with tlio loss of five boats sunk 
and disabled.” Both fleets now raised 
the siege of Vicksburg (July 20). 
















McClellan on the chickaiiominy. 
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CHAPTER XXYIII. 

CoEtinmed Advance of McClellan toward Eiclimond.— The Encampment on the Chickahominy. — Death among the 
Soldiers. — Undiie Length of McClellan’s Line. — ^A Daring Keconnoissance by the Enemy. — Stuart’s Raid. — Designs 
of the Enemy. — Delusion of the Unionists. — A boasted Success. — The Grand Effort of the Enemy. — ^The Seven 
Days’ Battle. — Imperfect Reports. — Silence of the Government. — ^Difficulty in discovering the Truth.— The general 
Result stilted. — McOlellan's Retreat. — Change of Base. — Masterpiece of Strategy? — At Harrison’s Point. — Effect 
of the Retreat upon the Country. — Additional Gall for Troops.— The Magnitude of the Reboliioa fln;iliy Recognized. 
— Diversity of Opinion. — Action of tlie President.— General Halleck in chief commfind. — Opinions of Halleck. — 
Resignation of the French Princes. — Their Probable Motives. — ^Prince de Joinville’s Narrative of the Peninsular 
Campaign. — -Enemy’.s Account. 


After the bloody battles at Seven 
. Pines or Fair Oaks, G-eneral McClel- 
Ian coiitiniied slowly to advance 
toward Richmond, but the position of 
his army soon became a source of 
anxiety, and, as it proved, of disaster. 
His left and main bodies, on their ap- 
proach to the enemy’s capital, had been 
forced to encamp in the midst of the 
Chickahoniiiiy swamps, where the sol- 
diers, exposed to the malarious poison 
of that fatal region, and exhausted by 
incessant labor on the iiitreiicliments, 
sickened and died by thousands. His 
right, ill order to secure the commu- 
nications with his base of operations on 
the Pamuiiky River, became inordi- 
nately lengthened.* The long and at- 
tenuated line of McGlellaii’s army was 
thus rendered liable to be penetrated. 
The enterprising enemy were quick in 
discovering this weakness of their op- 

® It ivas partly the ohject of BIcClellan, in thus length-: 
ening his line, to facilitate a junction with BIcDpwell,. but 
this w'as prevented by the order of the Government. with-' 
drawing the latter from the Rappahannock to cover Waslx- 
ingtoa. 


ponents and in availing themselves of 
tlse advantage it offered. Their first 
move was a daring recoimoissance by a 
large force of cavalry under G-eneral 
Stuart, which succeeded in peiie- jug® 
trating the extreme right of McOlel- 
Ian’s line, gaining its rear on the Pamiin- 
ky, and retiring across the Chickahominy 
in safety to Richmond. By this auda- 
cious manoeuvre the enemy took over 
a hundred prisoners, destroyed much 
valuable Union property, captured a 
large quantity of stores, and obtained 
what -was destined to prove a still more 
serious loss to our cause, an accurate 
knowledge of the fatal weakness in the 
disposition of McClellan’s army. 

The Richmond Miquirer {Jime 16th) 
gave this graphic but boastful account 
of the affair : 

“It being determined upon to pene- 
trate the enemy’s lines, and make a full 
Land thorough reconnoissaiice of their 
portion and strength, Grenerai J. E. B. 
Stuart ordered the First (Colonel Fitz- 
, Hugh Lee), Ninth (Colonel F. H. Fitz- 
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blit oil tills occasion liail orders to pro- 
ceed as far as possible towa,i‘il flicJiinoiid. 
It licing tlic) light possible to ('aj)tiiFc, the. 
wliole detachment, disiiosiiions were ac- 
cordingly made, but upon tJie appea,r- 
auce of the second squadron of the Ninth 
(composed of the Caroline Dragoons, 
Captain Swan, and LeCs inglit Horse, 
Licuteiiaiit Hnngc-i'fi »r«], coriimanding), 
inidor command of Ca|)iaiii Swan, tlie 
eneiny’s outposts liastily galloped back, 
and tlieir main Imdy toolv to iliglit, Cap- 
tain Swan’s squadron dasliing after iliem 
down the road, making a splcudid race 
tor two miles at a killing pace. Having 
proceeded thus hir, and near tlio Court 
House, the enemy seemed to have been 
reiiilbrced, and made a stand on the 
road, and in the fields to the right and 
left of us. 

“ Thinking to flank them and capture 
the whole force, Colonel Lee, of the 
First, proceeded round their position to 
cut off retreat, but the movement oc- 
cupying longer time than desired, tlie 
second squadron of tlio Ninth prepared 
to charge ; and as they trotted toward 
the enemy, the IJiiion leader could be 
plainly seen and heard haranguing his 
meii,'' :urging ;and begging them, to act 
Hikebmen,' .■■and/ stands, f„ , TIis' "eloquence 
was '"' Of no ' avail, and as the second 
: squadron : of the . Ninth increased their 
pace and came near to them witli flash- 
ing sabres, the iJnion officer giilioped 
toward them, thinking his men would 
follow. Not so, however, ami as he 
wiieeled ids horse hack again, our men 
were upon him 5 he fell, shot in the 
head ; his men gave a feeble volley with 


Hugh Lee), and Fourth Virginia Cav- 
alry (Lieutenant Gardiner commaiiding), 
to li(.dd themselves in readiness. These 
regiments, however, did not turn out 
more than half their usual strength, tlie 
Fourth not having more tlnm four com- 
panies in the field. The J eff Davis Troop 
were also incorporated in the detail, as 
also two pieces of Stuart's Flying Artil- 
lery— -a twelve-pound howitzer and a 
six-pound English rifle piece — tlie whole 
force not numbering more than 1,400 
men, if even the total re; 


nched tliat num- 
ber. On Thursday, at dawn, this col- 
umn proceeded down the Charlottesville 
(Brook Church) turnpike, and had goife. 
some distance without molestation, wlien 
the vanguard overtook some eight or 
ten adventurous negroes journeying 
rapidly toward the Union lines. These 
runaways were secured and sent to the 
rear, and as night was drawing near, 
pickets and videttes were placed, and the 
column camped for the night near Ash- 
land, it being considered imprudent to 
progress farther. 

“ Toward morning signal rockets wore 
fired, and answered by our troops at the 
lines far to the rear, and as soon as day 
broke, the cavalry column proceeded on 
its naarch. ; Qareluliy and eautioiisly 
journeying, the Union lincAwere pene- 
trated, when horse pickets discovering 
, our videttes advancing, the videttes 
hastily retired, according to orders, upon 
the main body concealed by woods and 
a turn in the road. Being near Han- 
over Court House, the Unionists were 
wont to proceed thither daily for forage, 
as a captured picket informed the men, 
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pistols, and scampered oiF the field in lii- 
dici'oiis style, leaving killed and wonncled 
behind and many prisoners. Capturing 
outposts and pickets in great number, 
and overtaking wearied horsemen, it 
was ascertained that the force engaged 
were squadrons of the 'Fifth United 
States Regulars, who had seen hard 
service in Texas and the Indian coun- 
tries, and had never refused a charge 
before. Their camps were reported 
to be adjacent, and proceeding thitlier, 
everything was destroyed and put to 
the torch. 

‘ ‘ From persons captured in and about 
these camps it was ascertained that sev- 
eral regiments were waiting for our ad- 
vance up the road, and as their pickets 
were stronger and more numerous than 
usual, it was deemed advisable to halt. 
The second squadron of the Riiitli were 
dismounted and thrown to the front (on 
the skirts of a wood to the right and left 
of the road) to act as skirmishers and 
defend the artillery, which was moved 
up and took position commanding a 
bridge in the hollow — the enemy’s force 
and ours being screened from view by 
rising ground at either end of the road 
'—our force being farther from the front 
than theirs. Appearing in considerable 
force, the enemy advanced in admirable 
order, but suddenly facing to the right 
about, were quickly retreating, when the 
dismounted men poured a galling fire 
into them, emptying many saddles, and 
causing much confasion. Re-forming, 
they were a second time reinforced, and 
came on to the charge up the rise in 
galiaiit stylo. Burning to distinguish 
]21 


themselves, the third squadron of the 
Rinth, composed of the Essex Light 
Dragoons, Captain Lataiie, and Mercer 
County Cavalry, Lieutenant Walker 
commanding, under command of Cap- 
tain Latane, had received orders to 
charge the advancing enemy, and put- 
ting spurs to their steeds, clashed gal- 
lantly along the road, the brave Latane 
fifteen paces in front. ' Cut and thrust !’ 
shouted the Union commander. '' On to 
them, boys 1’ yelled Latane, and the 
meeting squadrons dashed in full shock 
together. 

‘ ‘ The front of either column were un- 
horsed, and the fight became instantly 
hot and bloody. Captain Latane sin- 
gled out the Union conimaiicler, and cut 
off the officer’s hat close to his head, but 
the Unionist dodging the cut, rode past, 
and as he did so discharged two revolver 
loads at Latane, killing him instantly. 
The enemy rapidly giving way, our men 
shouted in triumph, and cut right and 
left, pistoling the foe with frightful ac- 
curacy and havoc and seeing the Union 
officer in pursuit of Adjutant Robins (who 
was himself in pursuit of an enemy), a 
private dashed after him and clove his 
skull in twain. The battle between | 

these rival squadrons, though of short | 

dm-ation, was fierce and sanguinary in 1 

the extreme. Scattered in ail cl ire c- i 

tions, and apparently paralyzed by the - 
relentless fury of this corps, the enemy 
fled in every direction, leaving killed, 
wounded, horses, accoutrements, etc., in i 
profusion upon the dusty roads. Suc- 
cessful pursuit being impossible, their 
camps were visited and destroyed ; wag- 
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ons on the road were overtaken and 
burned, and the entire route from Asli- 
land to Hanover Court House and Old 
Ohurcli to Station Ho. 22 (Tunstairs, 
we believe), on the York River Railroad, 
was naught else but a continuous scene 
of triumph and destruction. Commis- 
sary and quartermaster’s stores were 
seized and burned at every turn ; pris- 
oners and horses were captured and sent 
to the rear, and by the time of their ar- 
rival at the railway station more than 
$1,000,000 of Union property must have 
been captured and destroyed, besides 
scores of prisoners riding in the rear. 

“ Upon approaching the railroad, cars 
were heard advancing, and the whistle 
sounded. By orders, every man was 
instantly dismounted and ranged beside 
the track. Again the whistle blew, and 
thmfcmg the force to be a friendly one, 
perhaps, the steam was stopped, when 
the Caroline troops opening fire, dis- 
elosed the ruse, and, putting on steam 
again, on sped the train toward the 
Cliickahominy, and despite heavy logs 
placed on the track, made good its es- 
cape ; but the carriages being but un- 
covered freight trucks, and having sol- 
diers on thom, the slaughter that ensued 
was frightful. Many of the enemy 
jumped from the train, and were after- 
ward captured or killed, to the number 
. of twenty or more. The engineer was 
shot dead by Lieutenant Robinson. 

“ Still adding to their conquests at 
every step, a detachment was imme- 
diately sent to the White House, on the 
Pamunky, and discovering four large 
transports moored there, and some hun- 


dred wagons or more, with teams, etc., 
in a wagon-yard, all these were instantly 
seized, to the great fright and astonisii- 
ment of the Unionists, and the torcdi 
immediately applied to all things com- 
bustible. One of the transports escaped, 
and floated down the river. The con- 
tents of the other three were chiefly val- 
uable commissary and quartermaster’s 
stores, vast quantities of aaany clothing, 
grain, fruit, and sutlers’ stores. Tempt- 
ing as they were, all tilings were laid in 
ashes, the horses led off, and prisoners 
secured. Thinking tlic enemy would 
send out an overwhelming force in pur- 
suit, an unlikely route was selected, and 
the whole command proceeded in tri- 
umph to Hew Kent, Court House. Hew 
Kent Court House being the rendezvous, 
the. fourth squadron of tlie Hintli, under 
command of Captain Knight (consisting 
of tlie Lunenburg troops and Lancaster 
Cavalry), liaving burned the transpoi’ts 
and wagons, joined the column on. its 
route thither. ‘ Hab n-'o got Riclimoiid 
yet, boss V asked a darkie in a cornlield, 
turning up his eyeballs in admiration of 
the ‘ Maryland Cavalry 1 well, if we^ 
ain’t we soon shall, for McClellan and 
our b()ys is sure to foteh hitn.’ ^ 

“ Otliers, however, proved ktM.mer- 
sighted than the iiegi’O women ran to 
the wayside cottage door ; a flash oi‘ iri- 
iiinph mantled their cheek, and as the 
eye kindles into a flame of sidmi ration, 
the tears trickle down, !ind ‘ Cod liless 
you, hoys!’ is all they say. How and 
then ail old man is met, by the wayside, 
pensive and sad j but recognizing the 
horsemen, ho stops, looks astonished, and 
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tlirows up Ills liat for tlie ‘ Maryland 
Cavalry,’ just arrived. Others vuive 
handkerchiefs —’tis useless to deceive 
them, for a woman instinctively discov- 
ers friends or foes at sight. ‘ Our cav- 
alry here !’ exclaim they in wonder, and 
with hands clasped upon their breast, 
mutely but eloquentlj^ gaze : ‘ Take care, 
me.n — take care. Heaven bless ynjii, but 
take care — the enemj^ are eveiywhere.’ 
Such is their gentle warning, given to 
the weary, dusty, cliivalric coliimn dash- 
ing through the coimtiy in the enemy’s 
rear. 

“The advance guard having reached 
Hew Kent, and found an extensive sut- 
ler’s establishment, some dismount and 
enter. Eveiy description of goods that 
taste or fancy might require are found in 
profusion here. Clothes of all descrip- 
tions and qualities, cutlery, sabres, pis- 
tols, shoes, preserves, conserves, boots, 
stationery, wines, liquors, tobacco, ci- 
gars, tea, coffee, sugar, tapioca, macca- 
roni, champagne, sherry, and burgundy 
in great ciuantity ; in fine, all that man 
could buy for money was there discov- 
ered, while round the store lolled Union 
soldiers, and the sleek, fat proprietor 
eloqueiitlj holding forth upon McClel- 
lan’s wonderful genius as a commander, 
and the speedy subjugation of the rebels. 
Our wearied horsemen called for re- 
freshments, which the sutler handed to 
the ‘ Maryland Cavalry’ (!) with great 
alacrity ; hut wlieii pay^ was demanded, 
our troopers roared -with laughter, told 
the proprietor who they were, and, 
much to his surprise and indignation, 
pronounced tliem all prisoners of war. 


“As the other troops arrived, it was 
found that a magnificent Union ambu- 
lance had been captured on the route, 
containing many valuable medical stores. 

The vehicle and contents were burned 
when overtaken, the driver, good-look- 
ing, well-dressed doctor and companions 
being accommodated with a mule each, 
and were at the moment to he found 

i 

among nearly 200 other nondescripts — | 

sailors, soldiers, teamsters, negroes, sut- 
lers, etc., etc., in the motley cavalcade 
at the rear. Helping themselves lib- 
erally to all the stores afforded, our 
troops remained at the sutler’s until near 
midnight (Friday), when, being compar- 
atively refreshed, and all present, the 
head of the column was turned toward 
the Chickaliominy and home. Cham- 
pagne, we are told, flowed freely while 
any remained— wines, liquors, and ci- 
gars were all consumed. Yankee pro- 
ducts of every description were appro- 
priated without much ado, and with 
light hearts all quietly journeyed by a 
lonely'' road, near the main body of the 
enemy, and a little before dawn of Sun- 
day were on Chickahominy’s hank, 
ready to cross. 

“ Being far below all the bridges, and 
where deep water flows, theyf knew not 
how or where to cross. Here was an 
awful situation for our gallant hand. 
Directed to Blind Ford, it was fifteen 
feet deep ! The enemy had blocked up 
all the main roads, and had thousands 
scouring the country, eager to entrap 
or slaughter them ! — but two miles from 
>[c01ellan’s quarters, within sound of 
their horse pickets — and without means 
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tlioiiglit our advimcie guard (l)y oi'der) 
dash away into the open ground ; tlie 
Unions tire lialf a dozen shots and rush 
in pursuit. Into the thicket some half 
dozen Union horsemen dart after our 
men, and quicker than liglit.ning are 
surrounded and prisoners. 

“ Once more witliin our lines, all went 
merry as a marriage bell. Quickly the 
dirty, weary band sped along the Charles 
City road ; dawn rcYcaled tliem to our 
pickets, and tliey entered our camps 
faint and himished, but tlie noblest ba,iid 
of heroes tliat ever licstrode a cliarger 
or drew a battle-blade for tlieir birth- 
riglit as freemen. 

“‘What, then, Avas the general re- 
sultf asked we of a wearied, dusty 
trooper, watering his jaded and faitliful 
animal by a roadside spring. ‘ Tlie re- 
sult,’ answered he proudly, but muelx 
exhausted, ‘ the result ? We have been 
in the saddle from Thursday niorning 
until Saturday noon, never breaking 
rein or breaking fast ; wc have whipped 
the enemy wherever he dared to appear, 
never opposing more than equal forces. 
We have burned 200 wagons laden with 
valuable stores, sunk or fired thi'ce large 
transports, captured 300 horses and 
mules, lots of side-arms, ete., brought in 
170 prisoners, four officers, and many 
negroes ; killed and wounded scores of 
the enemy— pleased Stuart, and had one 
man killed— poor Captain Latane I Ti ns 
is the result, and $3,000^000 cannot 
cover the Union loss in goods alouc. 
As to myself,’ said ho, moujiliiig ami 
trotting away, ‘ I wouldn’t have missed 
the trip for $1,000 — history cannot show 


to cross ! Quietly taking precautions 
against all surpriso, strict silence being 
enjoined upon the prisoners, first one 
horseman plunged into the flood and 
then another at different points — all too 
deep: no ford discoverable, no bridge ! 
The horses, it was thought, would follow 
each other and swim the stream ; it Avas 
tried, and the horses carried aAvay by 
the current ! Breaking into small par- 
ties, the cavalrymen swam and re-swam 
the river with their horses, and A\dien 
some fifty or more had been landed, a 
strange but friendly voice Avhispered in 
the dark : ‘ The old bridge is a few 
yards higher up— it can be mended !’ 
It was found, and mended it could be ! 

“ Quietly AYorking, tree after tree aauis 
felled ; earth, and tAvigs, and branches 
AAmre carried and piled up on the main 
props j old logs Avere rolled and pitched 
across the stream ; yet after long and 
weary labor the bridge Avas built, and 
the long and silent procession of cavalry, 
artillery, prisoners, and spoils, safely and 
quietly passed this frail impromptu 
bridge, scarcely any sounds being heard 
but the rush of Avaters beneath. Once 
across and in the swamp, all was indus- 
try and expedition. Artillery axles saidc 
low in the mire ; ten Yankee horses 
were hitched to each piece, and as the 
first rays of morning crimsoned the tree- 
tops, the long line rapidly sought the 
shade of woods aAAmy from the Union 
lines. Yet our troops had not proceed- 
ed far Avlicn the advance Avere halted. 
‘ Who comes there ?’ cried the Union 
horsemen in the swamp, ‘ Who goes 
there V calls anothc r, and quicker than 
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such another ex^Dloit as this of Stuart\s P 
Ho spoke the truth, honestly and rough- 
ly, as a true soldier serving under an 
mcompEirable leader. More words Eire 
not now needed ; the whole country is 
astonished and applauds ; McClellan is 
disgraced ; Stuart and his troopers are 
now and forever in history.” 

The enemy evidently intended this 
cavalry recormoissEince, the success of 
which served to confirm them in their 
purpose, as the preliminary to a grand 
flanking movement on McClellan's right. 
Meanwhile they kept up a show of of- 
fence against the left and centre of the 
Union army, by which its general seems 
to have been deluded, for after a brisk 
engagement, sustained principally 
by Hooker’s brigade, he exiiltiiigiy 
reported: “The affair is over, and we 
have gained onr point fully and with but 
little loss, notwithstanding the strong op- 
position.” The advance of a mile nearer 
to Richmond thus secured by Ms left was 
the triumph in which McClellan rejoiced. 
The enemy, however, had fallen back 
purposely, as was afterward apparent, 
to avoid a general engagement. They 
had other designs in view than wasting 
their elibrts where their oppoiients had 
concentrated their strength. They knew 
McOleHau’s weak point, for they had 
tlioro uglily tested it by their successfur 
recoimoissaiice. The atteiiiuited line on 
his right was their aim, and this they 
prepared to attack, while the Union gen- 
eral was congratulating himself upon his 1 
supposed advantage on the left. 

The enemy having mustered a large 
army at Ricimiond by means of an iin- | 


yielding couscriptiori law and the con- 
centration of their hitherto scattered 
forces, were now ready to ctirry out 
their designs. G-eiieral ff'^ciksoii, after 
skilfully eluding the combined efforts of 
Trernont and Shields to arrest him in 
the valley of the Siienandoali, had formed 
a junction with the army at Richmond, 
and Ueneral Beauregard, too, was sup- 
posed to have brought a large detacli- 
meiit of his veteran force to increase its 
strength. Moving a great number of 
troops from Richmond to the neigli- jjjuQ 
borliood of Mecliaiiicsville, whither 
McGlellairs leiigtliened right extended, 
they opened fire with their cannon upon 
the Union intreiichments on W ednesday, 
eJiine 25th ; but waited until the juae 
next morning before beginning that 
series of bloody battles which were des- 
tined to continue for six days, with a 
severity perhaps without a parallel iii 
the history of war. 

The Government having withheld all : 
official reports, the contemporary chron- 
icler is deprived of the information nec- 
essary for a detailed and authentic nar- 
rative of that eventful week. Forced to 
content himself with the cautious rev- 
ekitioiis of a strictly guarded press and 
the silence of a politic government, 
the writer frankly confesses his diffi- 
cuities, and leaves to future historians 
the completion of his imperfect work. 
The present ciironicler justifies his ap- 
parent presumption in thus presenting 
iiimself vrith his confessed delocts, I;}' the 
conviction that the patience of the read- 
er will be exiiaustcd long before the 
truth, the whole truth, and no tiling but 
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the truth shall he spoken. This, if it 
should ever be fearlessly revealed, will 
be uttered only in the hearing of a re- 
mote posterity. A contemporary record, 
however, is not to be despised even 
thoiigdi it be stained -with the errors of 
the day. Without it there is no al- 
ternative but an unendurable ignorance, 
while its perversions may be guarded 
against, through a knowledge of tlie 
evil spirit of the times ; and, disclosing 
the hideousness of the present in all 
its self-conceited prejudice and false- 
hood, it may serve as a warning to the 
future. 

A statement of the general result of 
the long conflict between tlie two armies 


with some hope of accuracy. For the 
details, the reader is referred to what 
appear to be the least unreliable reports 
of the day, which are submitted to him 
with the suggestion to reserve the ful- 
ness of his trust for the more complete 
revelations of future history. 

The enemy having massed thcii' forces, 
attacked McClellan’s light at Mechanics- 
ville on the 2Gth of June. This was the 
first of a scries of attacks whicli were 
renewed day aiter day with unahatcil 
impetuosity and untiring porseveraiua^ 
until the night of the 1st of July. 
klcClellaij’s army, in the nnum time, fell 
back to the James River, giving battle 
each day and checking the rapidity of 
the enemy’s pertinacious advance by the 
most gallant resistance. In the course 
of his rcti-eat McClellan had skilfully 
changed his front — a manoeuvre that lie 
was supposed to have previously con- 


templated, and wliicli lias been called a 
masterpiece of strategy. By this move- 
ment in the face of tlie enemy, the 
former base of operations at Mhiite 
House, on the Pamimky Bivc!', was aban- 
doned aftei" destroying a lai-ge (piantity 
of valuable stores, thougli miieli liad 
been saved b}?- the ojijiorhnie presence 
of the fleet in the river. Both liaiiks 
of tlie Cliickahominy were )deI(hHl to the 
enemy, with many of its bridges so la- 
boriously constructed, and tlie elaborate 
iutrcuclimcnts wliich laid been raised on 
the borders of its fatal nmrshes at the 
cost of so much life. Tlie loss of meiii 
in the course of tliis prolonged struggle 
lias not been accurately ascertained, but 
is variously estimated at from sixteen to 
twenty thousaiid in killed, wounded, and 
missing. The dead and dying’ wore loft 
upon the held, after eacli day's battle, to 
the mercy of the enemy. A largo (pian- 
tity of ai’tillery was lost, of whieli there 
were no less than twenty-five flold guns, 
and it was suspected not a lew of the 
heavy siege cannon. 

McClellan flmilly withdrew bis whole 
army to irai-rison’s Boint, on the Jaimw 
Biver, nearly t.woiity miles IVoin Bieh- 
mond ami seventeen from the most a,d- 
vanced point he had previously lameluMl. 
Here, under Ihe protection of a fleet of 
gmi~l)oa1s, he found a tenable position, 
though his communications, being con- 
fined by the river, were liable to inter- 
ruption from the enemy in possession 
of its oppo.site bank. 

The effect upon the country of MciClcl- 
Ian’s retreat was very discouraging. 
Though consolation was sought in the 



“ strategy” displayed by the young 
leader on that memorable occasion and 
in the less questioned bravery of his 
troops, the ISTortli was overwhelmed with 
dismay at the failure of an army in which 
was centred the hope of the Union. 
Those who had been hitherto most hope- 
ful, now despaired of an early termina- 
tion to the civil war. The public in- 
quietude was manifested by the dete- 
rioration of the financial credit of the 
Government, whose cuiTency and stocks 
suddenly depreciated relatively to gold 
from a discount of four to twentjr per 
cent. At the same time a sure symp- 
tom of distrust was manifested by the 
hoarding of the precious metals on the 
part of the people. Gold and silver en- 
tirely disappeared from circulation, and 
the Goverrmieiit was compelled to come 
to the relief of perplexed trade by the 
issue of postage stamps as a medium of 
exchange. 

The President recognizing the critical 
condition of the military power of the 
North, called for an addition of three 
hundred thousand men to the army. 
This being received as a iiirther token 
of the “magnitude of the rebellion,” 
and of the difficulty in suppressing it, 
strengthened the public conviction of 
the lengthened duration of the civil war, 
and the increasing obstacles to the as- 
sertion of the Pederal authority. 

The people thus disappointed in their 
sanguine anticipations became suspicious 
of the policy of their rulers. Per- 
plexed, how'ever, by the prevailing dis- 
cord, there was gi-eat diversity of opin- 
ion. Some attributed the disaster of 


the army hefoj'e Pdchmond to the want 
of enterprise on the part of General 
McClellan ; some charged it upon the 
Secretary of War, who was accused of 
having thwarted the plans of the young 
commander ; and others found its cause 
in the question of slavery, the partisans 
of emancipation contending that it had 
been too gingerly treated, while their 
opponents argued that it had been too 
rudely interfered with. 

The President yielded so far to the 
public discontent as to indicate a change 
of measures by a change of men. Gen- 
eral Halleck was appointed commander- 
in-chief of the army, and the Sec- jaiy 
retary of War was once more re- 
maiided to the purely clerical duties of 
the bureau, after his brief field o^jera- 
tions, which had opened with triumph 
and closed in disaster. 

The appointment of General Halleck 
was received by the advocates of the 
immediate emancipation of slavery as a 
triumph of their opponents, in wliose 
favor it was suspected the President was 
now disposed to throw the weight of his 
authority. The modification of the con- 
fiscation hill, upon which Mr. Lincoin 
had insisted before giving it the sanc- 
tion of his signature, and the merciful 
proclamation* with which he had amia- 

I 


. A PllOCLAMATlOfT. 

Wf THIS PRESIDES'C 03? TUB TOIITEB STATES OF AMEKIOA. 

In pursuance otV the Bixtli section of the act of Congress, 
entitled, “ .iu act to suppress insurrection, to punish trea- 
son and rebellion, to seize and coniiscate the property of 
rebels, and for other purposes,” approved July 17, 1862, 
and which act, iiml the joint resuhiUon explanatory there- 
of, are herewith puMished, 1, Abrahaui Lincoln, President 
of the United States, do hereby proclaim to iind warn ail 
persons v^uthin the contemplation of said slxui secLlon to 
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bly preceded its promulgation, served to 
confirm tlie suspicion. 

Among the e fleets of McClellan’s dis- 
aster, the resignation of the two young 
prhices of the Orleans family, and tlieir 
departure for Europe, is not unworthy 
of mention. Wdradever may have been 
their real motives in ahandoning their 
positions in the N ortheru army at this 
critical moment, it was suspected that 
their confidence in the restoration of the 
Union had been shakeii during' the 
eventful six days’ struggle with the en- 
emy, in the dangers of which they iiad 
shared. Looking to the possibility of 
the future independence of the Southern 
Confederacy, they were anxious to avoid 
further demonstration of hostility to a 
nddion in with which, in case of 

their own. restoration to a throne, they 
might find it politic to ally themselves. 

Since this chapter was written, the 
following brief report by McClellan has 
been given to the public : 

“ Headqxtabtises, Army OP THE Potomac, ) 

Camp at Berkeley, Va., tfulp 15, 1862. ) 

“ C-ENERXL : Without waiting to re- 
ceive the reports of all the suhordiriate 

coase participating in, aicling, conntenanuing, or abetting 
tlie existing reticlliou, or any rebel li(m against the Gov- 
ernment of tholinited States, and tu return lo their 
allegiance to the United States, on pain of the forfeitnres 
and seizures as within and by said sixth seotion provided. 

In tostimony whereof [ have hcreunUj set my hand arid 
caused the seal of the United Stales to be affixed. 

Done at the. city of Washington, this 25th day of Jnly, 
in the year of onr Lord one tlunisand eight hnndred 
[L. S.] and sixty-two, and of the indtipendcrico of the 

AlJilATIAH Ij1N(30LN. 

By the President —W ji. H. SnwAun, Secretary of Stale. 

Ihe sixth section and the explanatory resolutions re- 
ferred to have been previously given in the chapter on the 
proceedings of Congress. 


commanders, I submil the IViriowiiig very 
brief narrative of the ojieralioiis of this 
army since the 25111 ulkiino : 

“On the 24th of June I received in- 
formation. that appeared eiiiitled to some 
credit, that General Jaclmon was at Fred- 
erick’s Hall with his entire force, con- 
sisting of his own division witli tliose of 
Ewell and WJiiting, and tliat his inten- 
tion vfas to attack our right [l‘a.iik and 
rear, in order to cut off our communica- 
tion with the White House, and to throw 
tlm right wing of the army into Hie 
Gliickaliominy. Forimnately ,1 liad a 
few days lieforc |)rovidod a-gainst this 
contingency by ordering a number of 
transport, s to the elamca River loaded 
with commissa,ry, {piai'termastcr, and 
ordnance supplies. I tlierefore felt free 
to watch the enemy closely, wait events, 
and act according to circumstances, feel- 
ing sure that if cut off from the Pamun- 
ky, I could gain the James River for a 
rear base. 

“I placed Q-eneral Stoneman in com- 
mand of the cavalry on the riglit, in- 
trusting to his charge the picket, duty 
toward Hanover Court House, tx) give 
the earliest possible information of an 
advance of the enemy from Fiat di- 
rection. 

r “ On Hie 25th General Heintaelman 
was directed to drive in the enemy’s 
pickets from the woods in his front, in 
order to give us command of the cleared 
fields still farther in advance. This wa,s 
galhini,ly and liandsoinoly done uudm,’ a 
stubborn resista,nce, tlic brunt of the 
fighting lalling upon the division of 
Hooker. Just as the new lino wa,s 
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gained, I was called from the field by 
intelligence which tended strongly to 
confirm the belief that Jackson was ap- 
proaching. 

“ I immediately repaired to the camp 
of General Fitz- J ohn Porter, command- 
ing on the right of the Ohickahoniiny, to 
obtain further information and arrange 
the movements for the morrow. On my 
arrival I found that there was a strong 
probability of Jackson’s advancing, al- 
though not a certainty of it. I there- 
fore determined to leave our heaA"}^ guns 
in battery and to retain McCall’s divi- 
sion in its strong position on Beaver 
Dam Creek, near Mechanicsville, posting 
merely small outposts to watch the cross- 
ing near Meadow Bridge and Mechan- 
icsville, and to give McCall immediate 
notice of the enemy’s approach. Por- 
ter’s remaining troops were to be held 
in reserve, ready to act according to cir- 
cumstances. The centre and left of the 
army were also to be held in readiness 
to repulse any attack, or to move to the 
assistance of the right. 

“ It had long before been determined 
to hold the position of Beaver Dam 
Creek in the event of being attacked on 
that side, for the reasons that the posi- 
tion was intrinsically a very strong one, 
was less liable to be turned on either 
flank than any position in advance of it, 
and brought the army in a more con- 
centrated and manageable cjondition. 
The natural strength of the position had 
been somewliat increased by sliglit rifle- 
pits and felling a. little timber in front 
of it ; with the exception of epaulmeuts 
for artillery near Gaines’ and Hogan’s 
122 


houses, to act against the enemy’s bat- 
teries on the right bank of the Chicka- 
hominy, there were no other artificial 
defences on the left bank of that stream. 
Our position on the right hank of the 
river had been rendered reasonably se- 
cure against assault by felling timber and 
the construction of slight earth-works. 
Measures had already been taken to se- 
cure the passage of White Oak Swamp. 

“ The right wing, under the command 
of General Fitz- John Porter, consisted 
of the divisions of Morell, Sykes, and 
McCall, with a large part of the cavalry 
reserve. He had ten heavy guns in the 
battery on the banks of the Chicka- 
homin}^. 

‘ ‘ Such was the state of affairs on the 
morning of June 26. I was by that 
time satisfied that I had to deal with at 
least double my numbers, hut so great 
■was my confidence in the conduct of the 
officers and the bravery, discipline, and 
devotion of my men, that I felt con- 
tented calmly to a'vmit the bursting of 
the coming storm, ready to profit by 
any fault of the enemy, and sure that I 
could extricate the army from any diffi- 
culty in which it might become involved. 
No other course was open to me, for my 
information in regard to the movements 
of the enemy was too meagre to enable 
me to take a decided course. 

“ I had not long to wait. During the 
afternoon of the 2C)th the enccny crossed, 
in several columns, in the vicinity of 
Mechanicsville and Meadow Bridge, and 
attacked McCall in Iiis ])osition at Bea- 
ver Dam Greek. His repeated efforts 
were constantly repulsed, wdlli hut little 
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loss on our side, but with great slaughter a limit to the amount of the reinforce- 
on the part of the enemy. The contest meiits available for the support ot For- 
ceased here about nine p.m., the enemy ter. Under the circumstances, it was 
leaving us in full possession of every impossible to withdraw him to the riglit 
part of the field of battle. During the bank of the Chickahominy by daylight, 
action, McCall was supported by the The enemy were so close upon Iiim that 
brigades of Martindale and Griffin, of the attempt would have insured the loss 
the division of Morell. While this was of a large portion of his corps, and, in 
going on, tliere were some sharp affairs any event, the abandonment of his posi- 
of pickets on the centre and left, but tion at that time would have placed our 


nothing of a serious nature. 


riaht flank and rear at tlie inere.v of the 


“ By this time I had certain informa- enemy. It was necessary to light him 
tion that Jack'son was rapidly advanc- wliere we st,ood, to liold oui* jiosilion at: 
ing in strong ibree froiii Hanover Court any cost uiilil nighi, ami in Ihc mean 
House, and that his advance guard had time to perfect iiu^ arraiigtmumls foihhc 
probably participated in the battle of change of base to the Jcmuis lUvi'r. 
Beaver Darn Creek. This rendered that “Xu the ■r(!port (fl'lhmcrat Fm-ler will 
position untoiiahlc. I llierefore deter- he found a deiailcMl dcscri[)ti()n of (lie 
mined still further to epneentrate the held of battle at. Grtim>s’ Mill, ami (ho 
army by withdrawing Porter’s command circumstances of that event hil contest, 
to a position near Gaines’ Mill, where oroditahle alike to Ihc muugy ol'ihe mi- 
he could rest both his flanks on the emy and the de,spci‘a,i.c valor of (hr emn- 
Chickahomiiiy and cover the most im- parativel}^ sma.,11 hand lhat rcp^;l!o■] ilie 
portant bridge over that stream. The attacks of his enormous masses. It will 
wagons and heavy guns were withdrawn suffice, for tlui purposes of this report, 
during the night, the troops falling back to state tluit the antion cominenciMl 
to their new position early in the morn- about two ?.m., and lhat during the af- 
ing. The enemy attacked Seymour’s tenioou 1 ordered up Ihe division of 
brigade, constituting the roar-guard of Slocum to the siipj)ort of Jh)r{cr, u.ml 
the division of McCall, hut were sharply soon after llu^ brigades ol’ Ermioh a, ml 
repulsed, and the movement was not Meagher, of llichar<ison’s division, ’Fhe 
further molested, latter wore not engaged. At a lalor[)e- 

“ In the course of the morning of the riod two brigades of Peck’s division 
27th I received intelligence that Long- were ordered forward, but as Ihcir ser- 
street’s corps was at Mechauicsville, vices were not needed, they did not cross 
ready to move down on either bank the Chickahominy. The contest con- 
of the Chickahominy according to cir- tinned, vvilli vaiying fortunes, until dark, 
cumstaiices. This intelligence, and many when the oiioiny discoiitinucfl his attack, 
threatening movements of the enemy on During the night the final withdi'awal of 
various parts of the centre and left, placed the right wing across the Clhchaliominy 
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was completed without difficult}^ and 
without confusion, a portion, of the reg- 
ulars remaining on the left bank until 
the morning of the 28th. Early on that 
morning the bridges were burned, and 
the whole army was thus concentrated 
on the right bank of the Chickahominy. 

“During the battle of Graines’ Mill 
the position of General Smith was warm- 
ly attacked, but the enemy was at once 
repulsed with loss. 

“In the course of the night of the 
27th, G-eneral Keyes was ordered to 
cross the White Oalv Swamp with the 
fourth corps and take up a position to 
cover the passage of the trains. Mea- 
sures were also taken to increase the 
number of bridges across the swamp. 
The trains umre set in motion at an 
early hour, and continued passing across 
the swamp, night and day, without in- 
termission, until all liad crossed. 

“ On the 28th, Porter's corps was also 
moved across the White Oak Swamp, 
and on the morning of the 29th took up 
a position covering the roads leading 
from Richmond toward White Oak 
I Swamp and Long Bridges. During tlie 
night of the 2Sth and 29th tlie divisions 
of Slocum and blcOall were ordered 
across tlie White Oak Swamp, and were 
! placed in position to cover the passage 
I of t.hc remaining divisions and trains. 
1 In the course of the same night the corps 
j of Sumner and Heintzelman and the di- 
j vision of Smith were ordered to fall back 
j from their original positions to an inte- 
1 rior line resting upon old in- 

i trenchnients on the left, and so arranged 
I as to cover Savage Station. They were 


ordered to hold this position until dark, 
then to fall back across the swamps and 
rejoin the rest of the army. The order 
was not fully carried out, nor was the 
exact position I designated occupied by 
the different divisions concerned. Kev- 
ertheless, the result was that two at- 
tacks of the enemj^ — one a very deter- 
mined onset — were signally repulsed by 
Sumner’s corps, assisted in the last by 
Smith’s division of the sixth corps. 
These are the two actions known as the 
affair of Allen’s Field and the battle of 
Savage Station. The third corps crossed 
the swamp before dark, having left its 
position before the hour assigned, and 
was not in action during that day (the 
29th). The second corps and Smith’s 
division safely crossed the swamp during 
the night with all their guns and ma- 
terial, and brought up the rear of the 
wagon- train. 

“In the night of the 29th and 30th 
the fourth and fifth corps were or- 
dered to move to James River, to rest 
on that river at or near Turkey Bend, 
and occupy a position perpendicular to 
the river — thus covering the diaries 
City road to Richmond, opening com- 
munication with tiie gun-boats, and cov- 
ering the Wagon-train, which was pushed 
as rapidly as possible upon Haxall’s and 
Harrison’s plantations. The remaining 
corps -were moved in the same direction, 
and posted so as to cover the main road 
leading from Richmond, as well as the 
crossings by wliich the army had passed 
tlie White Oak Swamp, and to guard 
the passage of our large trains to the 
James River. 
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“By this time the last of the trains 
had reached HaxalTs Landing, and dur- 
ing the night the troops fell back to the 
vicinity of that place, all arriving in 
safety and unmolested at an early hour 
of the morning. They were promptly 
placed in position to offer battle to the 
enemy should he again attack, the left 
of the line resting on the admirable po- 
sition of Malvern Hill, with a brigade in 
the low ground to the left, watching the 
road to Riclnnond, the line then follow- 
ing a line of heights nearly parallel to 
the liver, and lieudiug bank through the 
woods nearly to the James River on our 
right. On the left we relied upon the iia- 
liiral advantages of the [losKion ; on the 
right, where the natural strength was less, 
some little cutting of timber was done and 
the roads blocked. Although, our force 
was small for so extensive a position, it 
was necessary to hold it at any cost. 

“ When the troops wnu'e in position in 
the afteiMioon, before the enemy attack- 
ed, they wore posted about as follows ; 
Porter, witli two divisions (MorclPs and 
Sykes’), and the mass of the reserve ar- 
tillery on ]\falvern .Hill (the left of the 
position) ; next Couch, with one brigade 
of Peck’s division in reserve ; next Sedg- 
wick ; then McCall, Hooker, Kearny, 
Slocum, Naglce’s brigade, Richardson, 
and Smith. During the actions which 
ensued at Turkey Bridge, on the Hew- 
niarkot road (Glendale), and at White 
Oak Swamp, changes were made in this 
disposition. 

The result of the various actions 
of the 30th, during which our whole 
line was attacked, was, that the en- 


emy was everywhere repulsed, ex- 
cept in his attack upon McCall’s divi- 
sion, which, hard pressed hy greatly 
superior numbers, and having lost three 
of its general officers, broke and lost 
most of its artillery. The gallant con- 
duct of their comrades near by, espe- 
cially Hooker’s division, retrieved that 
mishap and rendered it impossible for 
the enemy to reap any advantage f].’om it. 

“ When the battle commenced in tlio 
afteriiooii, I saw iliat in tlie faces and 
hearing of (he men which saiisfmd me 
that v.m wei'o .sui’e of vl(‘.(nr\’. '[’lie 
tack was made ii[)on our lefl. ami h'ft 
ceiilre, and the l)nint of it. was Itorne by 
Porter’s corjis (iiicludiiig riuni’s rt'serve 
ai'iillery and Tyler's lie.av guns) raid 
Couch’s division, reinfoi't'cd by the lirig- 
ades of Bickle>s and Meagher. It was 
desperate, hmve, and delermiuetl ; ])ut 
so destructive was the lire of our nume- 
rous artillery, so heroic the comluct of 
our infantry, and so adiiiirahle tlu^ dis- 
positions of Porter, that no troops could 
liavo carried the position. Late iu tlie 
evening the enemy hdl back, thoroughly 
bealcii, with dreadful slaughter. Bo 
comtihdel}' was lui (triishcil aaid so grimt 
were liis losses, that ho has not since 
ventured to attack us. 

“ PrevioUvS to the battle of Malvern, 
1 had .fully consulted with Commodore 
' Pvodgers, and with him made a hasty 
recoimoissaiicc of tlie positions of the 
river. The difficulty of passing our 
transports above City Point was so griiat 
that I determined to tall liaih upon the 
position now occupied by the army — a 
position, too, much less extensive than 


DE JOINYILLE’S l^ARUATIYE. 


313 


than that of Malvern, and therefore per- 
mitting me to give the men the rest 
they so much needed. Accordingly the 
army fell back during the night of the 
1st and 2d of J uly, reaching the place at 
an early hour on the 2d. On the 3d the 
troops were placed essentially in their 
present position. 

“ To the calm judgment of history and 
the future I leave the task of pronounc- 
ing upon this moveiiieiit, confident that 
its verdict will be that no such diSicult 
moveiiieut was ever more successfully 
executed ; that no army ever fought 
more repeatedly, heroically, and suc- 
cessfully against such great odds ; that 
no men of any race ever displayed great- 
er discipline, endurance, patience, and 
cheerfulness under such hardships. 

“ My mind cannot coin expressions of 
thanks and admiration warm enough or 
intense enough to do justice to my feel- 
ings toward the army I am so proud to 
command. To my countrymen I confi- 
dently commit them, convinced they will 
ever honor every brave man who served 
during those seven historic days with the 
Army of the Potomac. Upon whatever 
field it may hereafter be called upon to 
act, I ask that it may never lose its 
name, but may ever he known as the 
Army of the Potomac — a name which it 
never has nor ever will disgrace. 

“ It is not my purpose now to make 
mention of distinguished services. The 
names of those who deserve well of their 
countiy would swell this report to too 
great dimensions. I will simply call at- 
tention to the invaluable services ren- 
dered by the artillery, and say that its 


performances have fully justified my 
anticipations, and prove it to be our 
policy to cherish and increase that arm 
of the service. 

“I cannot conclude this report with- 
out expressing my thanks to the gallant 
and accomplished Gommoclore John 
Kodgers for the valuable assistance ren- 
dered the army in various ways, hut es- 
pecially by the fire of a portion of the 
flotilla upon the flank of tlie eiieiiiy at- 
taci'iing Malvern Hill on the 30th of 
June and 1st of July. Their fire was 
excellent, and produced very beneficial 
■results. 

“ I am, .General, very respectfully, 
your obedient servant, 

“ Geo. B. McClellan, 

“ Major-General Commanding. 

“ Brigadier- General L. Thomas, Ad- 
jutant-General.” 

From a narrative of the Peninsular 
Campaign, published in the JRevue cles 
JD&iia; Mondes by Prince de Joinville, who 
with his nephews, the Due dDrleans 
and Due de Chartres, were by the side 
of General McClellan during that event- 
ful period, we extract the follo^ving de- 
scription of the retreat of the Union 
army from the Ghickahominy : 

“ Deserters, runaway negroes, the 
Washington telegraph itself, generally 
so sober in its information, agreed in 
this news : numerous reinforcements had 
reached Richmond from the South. 
Beauregard, set free by the cessation 
of operations in the Southwest, had 
brought the aid of his capacity and of 
his prestige to the pro-slavery cause. 
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moderately reinforced, with the support 
of the navy, we could reassume the of- 
fensive either against Richmond itself, 
on the right bank of the river, or against 
Petersburg on the left, the fall of that 
-place involving the fall of Richmond. 
McClellan chose the latter course. 

“ As we have said, he had long con- 
sidered it as one of the necessities of his 
position, and had even taken some con- 
tingent steps in regard to it, the wisdom 
of which was about to be signally vindi- 
cated ; but there was a vast difference 
between making this retreat at one’s 
own time and by a free, spontaneous 
movement, and making it hastily under 
the threatening pressure of two hostile 
armies. But there was no time for de- 
liberation. The resolution taken upon 
the spur of the moment must be carried 
at once into effect. The distance from 
Fair Oaks to the J ames River was not 
great ; it was but seventeen miles. But 
the stores and baggage had to be moved 
upon a single road, exposed in front to 
the enemy, who by several different 
roads radiating from Pdchmond could 
throw a considerable force upon several 
different points at once. The speed with 
which the operation was conducted up- 
set his calculations ; he probably sup- 
posed that we should feel the ground 
before we acted, and perhaps he thought 
that McClellan would find it hard to 
make up his mind to abandon his lines 
at White House. He acted at least as 
if this were his view. The troops of 
Greneral Hill, mentioned above, having 
crossed the Cliickahominy at Meadow 
Bridge on the 26th, the day after the 


affair w*ith Hooker, in the afternoon at- 
tacked the troops of McCall, the advance 
of Porter on the left bank. This first 
conflict was very severe, but McCall oc- 
cupied a strong position at Beaver Dam, 
a sort of ravine, bordered with beautiful 
catalpa trees, then in flower. There he 
had made abattis and throwni up some 
earth so that he could not be overcome, 
notwithstanding the length of the fight, 
which lasted until nightfall. This vig- 
orous resistance compelled the enemy to 
throw numerous reinforcements across 
the river. This was exactly what Gen- 
eral McClellan desired. His intention 
was to fix the attention of the enemy 
here while on the right bank he pre- 
pared his movement to the James 
River. 

“ The night was spent in passing over 
to this bank the whole of Porter’s bag- 
gage and uniting it with the long train 
which was to set out in the evening of 
the 2*7 th. The orders were given to re- 
embark or destroy all the stores and 
magazines along the railway to White 
House and to evacuate that d6put. Gen- 
eral Stoneman with a flying column was 
charged with the execution of this or- 
der. He -was to delay the advance of 
the enemy and fall back when he had 
done his duty upon Yorktown. All this 
was carried out exactly. At daybreak, 
on the 27th, McCall was ordered to fall 
back on the bridges thrown across the 
Cliickahominy at Gaines’ Mill. Fol- 
lowed up rapidly, as he had expected 
to he, he joined the other troops of 
Porter’s corps, the division of Morell, 
and the regulars commanded by Gen- 



esque laiidscope illiiiiiiruited the last 
rays of tlie sun going down below a 
horizon as crimson as blood. Siuldenly 
the volleys became extraordinarily in- 
tense. The reserves, which had till now 
been lying in the hollows, were called 
up, excited by shouts, and sent into the 
woods. The musicetry becomes more 
and more violent, and rolls away toward 
the left. There can no longer be any 
doubt that the enemy is making a final 
efh^rt on that side. The reserves a.rc all 
engaged ; there is not a dispose, ble man 
left. It, is six o’clock ; the dn,y]ight is 
fast disappearing ; if tlie Federal army 
can hold out a,n hour longer the battle is 
won, for at every other point the enemy 
has been repnlsed, and Jaclvson, Hill, 
Lee, and TiOngstreet will liavo urged up 
their troops in vain. For lack of in- 
fantry, Porter has put throe batteries 
en potence on liis extreme left to support 
the troops wdio are there sustaining an 
unequal fight ; hut these troops Imve 
been in caction since early morning, tlio}^ 
arc worn out, and liave fired almost 
their last cart.ridge. Now" in their turn 
come up the Coufederato reserves ; tliey 
deploy regularly into line against the 
Federal left, wdiicli gives wmy, ])realvs, 
and disbands. The disorder grows from 
point to point till it reaches the centre 
of the Federal lines. There is no panic ; 
the men do not fly in the wild excite- 
ment of fear ; but deaf to every ai)peal, 
they march ofl' deliberately, their mus- 
kets at the shoulder, like people who 
have had enough of it, and do not be- 
lieve success possible. In vain do the 
generals, the officers of the stafl', among 


eral Sykes. Porter’s duty, demanding 
as much self-possession as vigor, wms to 
make a stand in front of the bridges, in 
order to give the army time to accom- 
plish its general movement. He was 
not to cross the bridges till the evening 
of the 2 1 til, and was then to destroy 
them. His three divisions were at- 
tacked early in the day. The corps of 
Jackson coming in from Hanover Court 
House, took part in tlie action. The 
battle -was fought in a rolling country, 
extensively wooded, but upon certain 
points open and cleared. The struggle 
was arduous ; the Pederals resisted with 
success ; there was even one moment 
at which Porter might have thought 
himself victorious. This would have 
been a great advantage, and might have 
profoundly inodiflcd the position. Ac- 
cordingly, during this moment of hope, 
McClellan hastened to throw upon the 
left hank all the troops not absolutely 
necessary to guard the lines in front of 
Pichmond. One division, that of Slo- 
cum, crossed tlie bridges just before 
four o’clock and joined in the action. 
Another, Eichardsou’s, reached the scene 
only at nightfall. At the moment when 
these reinforcements began to take part 
in the fight, tlie scene had an imposing 
character of grandeur. We had -->5,000 
men engaged, a part in tie woods, a 
part in the plain, forming a lino a mile 
and a half long. A numerous artillery 
thundered upon every side. In the val- 
ley of the Chickahominy the Lancers, 
with floating pennons, wmre stationed as 
a reserve ; and this whole animated pic- 
ture of the battle was set in a pictur- 
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tlieni the Count of Paris and the Duke 
of Chartres, ride sword in hand into the 
mUm to stop their disorderly move- 
ment ; the battle of Gaines’ Mill is lost. 
There is nothing left but to prevent a 
rout. The eneni}, indeed, was advanc- 
ing on the plain still in the same order, 
his infantry deployed by regiments m 
echelon, and every minute he was closing 
in upon the confused masses of the Fed- 
erals. Such is the fury of the caiiDon- 
ade and the musketry fire that the cloud 
of dust struck up from the ground floats 
steadily over the battle. Then came the 
order for the cavalry to charge. I hap- 
pened at this moment to be near its po- 
sition. I saw the troopers draw their 
swords with the sudden £ind electrical 
impulse of determination and devotion. 
As I got into motion, I asked a young 
officer the name of his regiment. ‘ The 
Fifth Cavalry,’ he replied, brandishing 
his sabre with a soldier’s pride in his 
regiment. Unfortunate young man ! I 
saw the same regiment next day. From 
the charge of that evening but. two offi- 
cers had returned. He was not one of 
them. 

“ The charge failed against the dense 
battalions of the enemy, and the broken, 
regiments galloping through the artil- 
lery and the flying infantry in the clouds 
of dust only increased the general dis- 
order. The artillery horses were killed, 
and I saw, wdth painful emotion, the 
men working with the courage of des- 
peration at guns which could no longer 
be removed. They dropped one after 
another. Two alone were left at last, 
and they continued to load and fire al- 
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most at point-blank range upon the en- 
emy. Then the deepening twilight hid 
the scene. All these guns were lost, 

“ General Butterfield had made in 
va,iii the most superhuman efforts to 
save them. On foot, his horse having 
been shot, struck in the hat by the frag- 
ment of a shell, and his sabre hit by a 
ball, surrounded by his aids-de-camp, 
of whom several fell at his side, he had 
tried to rally the infantry around a flag 
planted in the ground. He succeeded, 
but only for a few moments ; the pre- 
cipitate rush of the retreat carried every- 
thing away. Happily night came on, 
and after losing a mile of ground, the 
army reached the fresh brigades of 
Meagher and French, which were formed 
in good order. These brigades sent up 
a vigorous hurrah, and a few guns put 
anew in battery, opened their fire upon 
the enemy, who paused at last, checked 
by this final and determined resistance. 

“As the last guns of this action Were 
firing, we heard a lively rattle of mus- 
ketry from the direction of Fair Oaks, 
on the other side of the river. It came 
from the Confederates who were attack- 
ing the Federal works ; but the attack, 
which was probably only a demonstra- 
tion, was vigorously repelled. 

“ The day had been severe. In the 
main battle, that of Games’ Mill, 35,000 
Federals had failed to defeat 60,000 
Oonfederates, but they had held them 
in check. More could not have been 
expected. 

“ 'During the night the Federals re- 
passed the bridges of the Chickaliominy 
ill perfect order, destroying them after 
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they had passed. They left beliind 

that the Soiitlierii cohinins came in siglit 



them the field of battle, coyered with 

of the Pedeiaxl rea,,i’-giiard. A luittle at 



the dead (for in this fierce conflict the 

once began at Savage’s Station, but tlio 



losses on both sides had -been consider- 

enemy wmre vigorously received, and 



able), a great number of wounded, too 

after repulsing them tlie Fed<}rals waited 



much hurt to be moved, a dozen guns, 

till riightfill before recoinmencing tlieir 



and a few prisoners, among whom was 

march. The last duty done by the tele- 



G-eheral Eeynolds. The corps of Keyes, 

graph the day before was to inform us 



which was in the advance, fell back also 

that tlie Confederates were at White 



toward James River, and took posses- 

House. This post they had ibimd aban- 



sion of the passage of a large morass — 

doned. The morning of tlie 29th liad 



Wliite Oak Swamp — which is traversed 

been spent by us iii destroying all tliat 



by the roa,d the army was to take as well 

could not bo carried awmv from tlio 



as by the principal Hues of communica- 

camps. A complete railway-train, loco- 



tion which could be used by the enemy 

motive, tender, and cars, which Jiad been 



to harass us. 

left on the rails, was sent lieadlong over 



'‘The 28th and 29th of June were 

the broken bridge into the river. Noth- 



passed in sending forward the train of 

ing was left for the foe but three siege 



5,000 wagons, the siege-train, a herd of 

guns which could not be moved, and 



2,500 oxen, and other The 

which we neglected to bury. These 



reader may judge what a piece of work 

were the only siege guns lie captured, 



this was when he rejects that it was 

although the story has been everywhere 



all to be done upon a single narrow 

repeated that he took the whole Fed- 



road. The first day we were uiidis- 

eral siege-train with the exception of 



turbed ; the enemy was exhausted by 

these three pieces. The whole of that 



the previous day’s battle j he seemed, 

train reached the James River in safetjn 



moreover, astonished and disconcerted, 

Our great misfortune was, tliat we were 



and did not yet fully understand the 

obliged to abandon, so many of our 



object of the Federal array. The whole 

WQuiuied, not only at Gaines’ Mill and 



of this army was united on the right 

at Savage’s Station, but alosig llici whole 

i 


bank of the Ohickaliominy, while the 

line of retreat. This mis fori u no was in- i | 


bulk of tlie Confederate forces was upon 

evitable. It was only by ceaseless fight- 



the left bank, and the bridges were down. 

ing that we could protect our rctrciit, 



To re-cross the river they would be 

and the transportation of so many 



forced either to build new bridges or to 

wounded men would have reeprirod con- | 


fall back some distanco to the Meehan- 

veniences which we did not possess, ; 


icsvillc bridge, either of which operations 

“General McClellan, during the 29th, j 


involved time. Now, time was every- 

and the morning of tlie 30lh, remained ; 


thing, and the retreating arni}^ put it to 

near White Oak Swamp, urging on the 


good use. It was not until the 29th 

passage of liis enormous train. The 



— 

— . 
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heat was overwlielniiiig. His aids-de- 


caiiip, contiiiiiallj galleping from tlie 
rear-guard to the advauce, were utterly 
exhausted. So long as this huge train 
divided the different parts of the army 
we were in great clanger. But nothing 
disturbed the serene self-possession of 
the G-eiieral-in-chief. On the 29 th he 
had stopped, I remember, to rest in the 
verandah of a house b}?- the way-side, 
when the mistress of the e.stablishment 
came to complain to him that the sol- 
diers were eating her cherries. The 
General rose with a smile, went himself 
and put a stop to the pillage. But he 
could not prevent the shells, next day, 
from setting fire to the house of his 
pretty hostess. 

“ At daybreak, on the 30th, McClel- 
lan had the satisfaction of seeing all his 
troops and all his trains in safety be- 
yond White Oak Swamp, which was to 
oppose a new barrier to the pursuit of 
the enemy. By the evening of the next 
day Generals Keyes and Porter were in 
communication with the gun-boats on 
the J ames. The trains had moved upon 
roads pointed out by the negro guides. 
The heads of the columns had met noth- 
ing hut small detachnients of cavalry, 
wliicli they had easily dispersed. The 
hardest part of the work was done, but 
it was to be supposed that the enemy 
would renew his attempt to disturb the 
retreat. So the General took his mea- 
sures in time. He left Sumner and 
Franklin to act as the rear-guard, and 
hold the passage of White Oak Swamp ; 
and put Ileintzelman with the divisions of 
Hooker, Kearny, Sedgwick, and McCall 


across the point of intersection of the 
roads leading from Richmond. They 
protected the trains and reached the 
J ames Paver at the exact moment when 
the transports with provisions and aTiiiiiii- 
nition, and the hospital ships which with 
wise foresight General McClellan had 
ordered up ten days before, arrived from 
Fortress Monroe. 

“ Meanwhile, as had been expected, 
Franklin and Sumner were sharply at- 
tacked in M^hite Oak Swamp, to which 
point the Confederate generals had 
brought a large force of artillery. They 
fell back step by step. Later in the 
day Ileintzelman also was attacked at 
tlie Cross Roads. Here the battle raged 
with varying fortune in the woods. The 
division of McCall suffered severely, and 
its commander was made prisoner. Hook- 
er and Kearny coming to his help, re- 
pulsed the assailants with great loss. 
They did not, however, succeed in res- 
cuing the General, who was sent into 
Richmond to join Reynolds. 

“ Finally, a third attack Upon the 
corps of Fitz- John Porter failed under 
the combined fire of the field artillery 
and the gun-boats. Porter occupied a 
superb position at a place called Turkey 
Bend, by some persons, and Malvern 
Hill by others. This position was a 
lofty, open plateau, sloping gradually 
down to the roads by which the enemy 
must debouch. The left rested upon tlie i 

river, where lay the Galena, the Mon- | 

itor, and. the flotilla of gun-boats. The | 

Federal army then had nothing to fear i 

from this side, and had conseciuently | 

only one flank to protect, which was | 
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more, and the Army of the Potomac 


took up a position and sought rest at 
Harrison’s Bar, a spot chosen by the en- 
gineers and the navy as the most hivor- 
able for defence and for receiving sup- 
plies. The campaign against Hichinond 
had ended, without success, but not with- 
out honor. The honor of the army was 
safe ; but those who had looked to suc- 
cess for the early restoration of the Union 
under an impulse of generous and pa- 
triotic conciliation saw their liopes un- 
happily fade away.’’"'’ 


As a pendant to Prince de Joiiiville’s 
account, we give the following narrative, 
published at Charleston, of the seven 
days’ battles in front of Richmond : 

“ The bloody checks which the hTorth- 
ern army in its memorable advance up 
the peninsula toward Richmond had re- 
ceived at Williamsburg and the Seven 
Pines, had taught General McClellan the 
desperate character of the conflict, with- 
out which he could never hope to reach 
in triumph the capital of the Confed- 
erate States. Accordingly, after the 
battle of the Seven Pines, his move- 
ments became exceedingly circumspect, 
and, although his army already largely 
outiiiimhered that which defended the 
beleaguered city, he kept calling con- 
stantly and urgently on his government 
for reinforcements. On Wednesday, 
June 25, his army numbered, judging 
from the most authentic statements that 
are available, between 125,000 and 

^ “The Army of the Potomac,” etc. Translated from 
the French hy William Henry Hurlburt. NewTork; An- 
son F.liandoiph. 1862. 


130,000 effective men. With this im- 
mense force he was cautiously pushing 
forward his lines. Meantime it had 
been determined by the Gonfederate 
generals to attack the invading host in 
their fortified positions, and to co-op- 
erate in this grand niovernent, the bulk 
of the Confederate forces which had re- 
cently cleared the invaders out of the 
valley of Yirginia, were rapidly and qui- 
etly drawn toward Richmond, in order 
to hank McClellan’s left. 

“ A brief reference to the situation of 
the opposing armies will here he iieces- 
sar}^ to enable the reader to understand 
the subsequent mo vements. If you will 
take a map of Yirginia and rim your eye 
along the line of the Yirginia Central 
Railroad until it crosses the Ghiekahoni- 
iny at the point designated as the Mea- 
dow Bridge, you will he in the vicinity 
of the position occupied by the extreme 
right of the Federal army. 

“ Tracing from this position a semi- 
circular line, which crosses the Ohicka- 
hominy in the neighborhood of the ‘ New 
Bridge,’ and then the York River Rail- 
road faiiher on, you arrive at a point 
southeast of Richmond, hut a compara- 
tively short distance from the James 
Paver, wdiere rests the Federal left. To 
he a little more explicit, spread your 
fingers so that tJieir tips will form as 
near as possible the arc of a circle. 
Imagine Richmond as situated upon 
your wrist, the outer edge of the thumb 
as the Central Railroad, the inner edge 
as the Mechaniesviile turnpike ; the first 
finger as the Nine Mile or New Bridge 
road j the second as the Williamsburg 
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turnpike, runiiiiig nearly parallel with 
the York Biver Railroad ; the third as 
the Charles City turnpike (whicli runs 
to the southward of the White Oak 


Swamp), and the fourth as the Darby- 
town road. Coininanding these several 


avenues were the forces of McClellan. 
Our own troops, with the exception of 
Jackson’s corps, occupied a similar but 
smaller circle immediately around Rich- 
mond, the heaviest body being on the 
centre, south of the York River Rail- 
road. 


“ Such was the situation previous to 
Thursday, the 2(hh of June. The plan 
of btiillc tlien devo](^ped was, first, to 
make a vigorous flank movenient upon 
the enemy’s extronio lught, which was 


! wdthin a mile oi’ two of the Central Rail- 
I road ; secondly, as soon as they feU hack 
: to the next road ladow, our divisions 

j there posted were to advance across the 
; Chickahominy, change front, and, in co- 
i operation with Jackson, who was to 
! make a detour and attack the Federals 
' ill flank and rear, drive them still far- 
ther on ; and finally, when they had 
reached a certain point, now known as 
; the ‘Triangle,’ embraced between the 
■ Charles City, Kew Market, and Quakei- 
roads, all of which intersect, these sev- 
eral approaches were to be possessed 
; by our forces — tlie enemy to be thus 
I hemmed in and compelled either to 
starve, capitulate, oi’ fight his way out 
with tremendous odds and topographiital 
advantage against him. How so excel- 
i lent a plan ovciilually happened to fail, 
at least partially, in the execution, will 
presently appear. 


TIIIJRSDAY, .riTNE 26 t: 1I-— OrENTNU OP THE 

BATTLE—CArTirUE OF MEOIIANICSVII.LE. 

“ Thursday came, clea,r hut warm. At 
three o’clock a.m. Major-General Jack- 
son took up his line of marcli from Ash- 
land, and, proceeding down the country 
between the Chickaliomiriy and Pamini- ’ 
ky rivers, he uncovered the front of 
Brigadier-G-eneral Branch by driving off 
the enemy collected on the nortli bank 
of the Chickahoininy River at tlie point 
whei’e it is crossed by the Brook turn- 
pike. General Branch., wlio was on 
tlie south bank, then crossed tlie river 
and wheeled to the right down its 
northern hank. Proccerliiig in Hiafc 
direction, General Branch, in like man- 
ner, uncovered, at Meadow Bridge, the 
front of Major-General A. P. Hill, who 
immediately crossed. The three col- 
umns mow proceeded en ec/icZow—Geri- 
eral Jackson in advance and on the 
extreme left, Brigadier-G-eiieral Bi'aiich 
(who was. now merged with General A. 
P. Hill) in the centre, ami General A. P. 
Hill on the right, immediately on tlie 
river. Jackson bearing away iVom the 
Chickahominy in tins pa,r( ol' the nmrch, 
so as to gain ground t(»ward tiie Pii- 
nmiiky, marched to tlu^ lelt of Mecliaii- 
icsvilie, while General Hill, kei'piiig well 
to the Cliiekaliomiuy, apjU'oached tlmt 
village and engaged the enemy there. 
The road was narrow, uiiovou, muddy, 
and impedeil, and when the bridge laid 
been crossed it became iiceessary to as- 
cend a bill bare of trees or other ob- 
structions, and all the while our gallant 
fellows were exposed to a plunging fire 
of shell, grape, round shot, and canister 
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from the Federal batteries ; yet the col- 
umn moved on steadily in files of fours, 
closing up their ranks as soon as they 
were thinned, with a sublime resolu- 
tion, toward the fortifications, wdiicli, 
after an obstinate fight of two hours and 
a half, were carried in magnificent style, 
and their guns iinmediately turned upon 
the retreating foe. This occurred about 
half-past seven or eight o’clock in the 
evening. The cannonade was, perhaps, 
the most furious and incessant that had 
been kept up for so long a time since 
the beginning of the war. But the Me- 
chanics ville intrenchments were ours, 
and, though wdth heavy loss, at a smaller 
sacrifice of life than had been feared, 
and the enemy had fallen hack to Elly- 
son’s Mills, farther down the Cliicka- 
hominy. 

THE ASSAULT UPON ELLYSON’S MILLS. 

" The enemy’s battery of sixteen guns 
was to the right or southeast of the Me- 
chanicsville road, about a inile and a 
half distant, and was situated on a rise 
of ground in the vicinity of Ellyson’s 
Mills, defended by epaulments supported 
by rifle-pits. Beaver Greek, about twelve 
feet W'ide and waist deep, ran along the 
front and left flank of the enemy’s posi- 
tion, which from the creek to the bat- 
tery was covered with abattis. The po- 
sition was most formidable. 

“The assault was made by Bender’s 
brigade, of A. P. HilTs division, on the 
right, and by Ripley 'S brigade on the 
right in front. General Pender’s brig- 
ade had been thrown out in advance, in 
observation of the eiieiuj^’s left, when 
Ripley’s brigade coming up. General ’D. 


H. Hill ordered two of General Ripley’s 
regiments — the Forty-fourth Georgia 
and the First Korth Garolina— to op- 
erate on the right with General Pender, 
while the Forty-eighth Georgia and the 
Third North Carolina remained in front. 
General Lee then ordered the battery to 
be charged. The attempt was made. 
They all moved forward to the attack 
together. They cleared the rifle-pits 
and gained the creek, witliin one hun- 
dred yards of the battery ; but there 
■was still the creek and abattis to cross. 
Tlie fire of shot, shell, canister, and mus- 
ketry from the enemy’s works wnxs, 
meanwhile, murderous. The Forty- 
fourth Georgia and First North Caro- 
lina were heavily cut up and thrown 
into confusion, owing to the heavy loss 
of officers. General Pender’s brigade 
was likewise repulsed from the batteries 
with severe loss. 

“At this juncture, while the troops 
were holding this position, Rhett’s bat- 
tery, of D. H. Hill’s division- succeeded 
ill crossing the broken bridge over the 
Chickabominy, and took position on the 
high ground iinmediately in front of the 
enemy’s batteries, and opened a steady 
and destructive fire over the heads of 
our troops with telling elfect upon the 
enemy’s infantry, almost silencing their 
fire, and drawing the fire of their batte- 
ries from our own infantry upon them- 
selves, with the loss of a number of men 
and horses. Reinforced then by Bondu- 
raiit’s battery and one of General A. P. 
Hill’s batteries, a steady fire was contin- 
ued, while our iiilanlry hold their posi- 
tion about three hundred yards from the 
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command), then D. H. Hill on the left 
of tlie line — tlie line extending in tlie 
form of a crescent beyond New Cold 
Harbor, south toward Baker’s Mills. 

“ At about twelve o’clock m. the bat- 
teries of D. H. Hill, consisting of Hard- 
away’s, Carter’s, Bondurant’s, Illiett’s, 
Peyton’s, and Clarke’s, under command 
of Majors Pierson and Jones, were 
massed on our left. Captain Boiidurant 
advanced to the front and toolv position 
near tlie powerful batteries of the en- 
emy’s artillery. But it was soon Ibiind 
impos.sible to liold tlic position. He was 
overpowered and silenced. Otlier bat- 
teries soon, however, came forward suc- 
cessively to the front of tlie infmatr)^, 
about three hundred yards in rear of 
Bondurant’s position. Hardaway took 
up the fight with rifled guns. The ob- 
ject was to draw the atteiitiou of the 
enemy from Longstreet’s contemplated 
attack. At about lialf-past tln'oe o’clock 
p.M. Longstreet commenced firing and 
driving the enemy down the Cliiclva- 
hominy. Hardaway tlien ceased firing, 
and the other divisions on tlie lel't of 
Longstreet snecessivcly took up the fight 
-—the enemy retreating and being dri v^'en 
back toward I). H. Hill’s artillery on our 
left. The artillery being reiidbrced by 
a section of a Baltimore battery from 
Jackson’s division, with English Blakely 
guns, opened a furious fire outlie enemy 
at about five o’clock p.m. At four o’clock 
p.M. of Friday the enemy bad readied 
G-aines’ Mill, oue of their strongest de- 
fences ; and here, an hour later, the 
bloodiest contest occurred that had been 
witnessed during the campaign. Men 


enemy’s batteries until half-past nine 
o’clock P.M., when the enemy’s batteries 
ceased firing. At ten o’clock p.m. onr 
batteries ceased also. During the night, 
at about twelve o’clock, the enemy aban- 
doned some of his batteries, burning 
platforms, etc. 

PPJDAY, JUNE 27th — STORMING OP GAINES’ 
MILL. 

“ Early the next morning, being Fri- 
day, Generals Gregg and Pryor, of Long- 
street’s corps, turned the eneni3'’'s left 
flanlv, and carried, with tlie bayonet, 
what guns still remained in their batte- 
ries in the front and to the right of Me- 
chanics ville. It is said by many that 
this was tlie proper movement to have 
been made on the evening pi-evious ; 
and blame is attached to the order given 
to storm the work in front with an en- 
tirely iiiadequato force. 

“ In the mean time the grand advance 
en Gclidon again began. The troops of 
D. n. Hill having all joined their proper 
divisions, marclied by the Mechanicsville 
road to join Jackson. The junction was 
made at Bethesda church, Jackson com- 
ing from Ashland. Both corps then 
proceeded to Cold Harbor, Hill in front. 
Longstreet proceeded by the right of 
Ellj’^soii’s Mills toward Dr. Gaines’ farm, 
and A. P. Hill in the same direction, on 
the left of Longstreet. At this point 
they came upon the enemy, strongly 
posted on high and advantageous ground. 
The line of battle formed was as follows : 
Longstreet on the right, resting on the 
Ghickahominy Swamp ; A. P. Hill on 
his left ; then Whiting, then Ewell, then 
Jackson (the two latter under Jackson’s 
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who had gone through Manassas, Will- 
iamsburg, and the Seven Pines, de- 
clared that they had never seen war 
before. Without a knowledge of the 
ground, but little conception can be 
formed of the difficulties of the attack 
upon Gaines’ Mill. Emerging from the 
woods, the road leads to the left and 
then to the right round Gaines’ house, 
when the whole country, for the area of 
some two miles, is an open, unbroken 
succession of undulating hills. Standing 
at the north door of Gaines’ house, the 
whole country to the right, for the dis- 
tance of one mile, is a gradual slope to- 
ward a creek through which the main 
road runs tip an open hill and then 
winds to the right. In front, to the 
left, are orchards and gullies running 
gradually to a deep creek. Directly in 
front, for the distance of a mile, the 
ground is almost table-land, suddenly 
dipping to the deep creek mentioned 
above, being faced by a timber-covered 
hill fronting all the table-land. Beyond 
this timber-covered hill the country is 
again open, and a perfect plateau, a 
farm-house and out-houses occupying 
the centre, the main road mentioned 
winding to the right and through all the 
Federal camps. To the left and rear of 
the second mentioned farm a road comes 
in upon the flat lands joining the main 
road mentioned. Thus, to recapitulate, 
except the deep creek and timber-cov- 
ered hill beyond it, the whole country, 
as seen from the north door of Gaines’ 
house, is unbroken, oj^en, undulating, 
and table-land, the right forming a de- 
scent to the wood-covered creek, the 
124 " 


left being dips and gullies, with dense ! 

timber still farther to the left ; the front 1 

being, for the most part, table-land. | 

But to the southeast of Gaines’ house is | 

a large tract of timber commanding all | 

advances upon the main road, and in I 

this McClennan and McCall had posted j 

a strong body of skirmishers, with artil- | 

lery, to annoy our flank and rear when i 

advancing on their camps on the high j 

grounds, if we did so by the main road 
or over the table-lands to the north. | 

“ It now being three o’clock p.m., and 
the head of our column in view of the 
Federal camps. General Pryor was sent 
forward with his brigade to drive away 
the heavy mass of skirmishers posted to | 

our rear to annoy the advance. This j 

being accomplished with great success 
and with little loss to us, Pryor returned 
and awaited orders. Meanwhile the 
Federals, from their camps and several 
positions on the high grounds, swept 
the whole face of the country with their 
numerous artillery, which would have 
annihilated our entire force if not 
screened in the dips of the land and in 
gullies to our left. Advancing cau- 
tiously but rapidly in the skirt of the 
woods and in the dips to the left, Wil- 
cox and Pryor deployed their men into 
line of battle — Featherstone being in 
the rear — and, suddenly appearing on 
the plateau facing the timber-covered 
hill, rushed down into the wide gully, 
crossed it, clambered over all the felled 
timber, stormed the timber breast- works 
beyond it, and began the ascent of the 
hill under a terrific fi.re of sharpshooters 
and an incessant discharge of grape and 
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canister from pieces posted on the brow 

on our left through the woods to flank us. 



of the hill and from batteries in their 

Yet onward came Wilcox to the right, 



camps to the right on the high flat lands. 

Pryor to the left, and Featherstone in 



Such a position was never stormed he- 

the centre — one grand, matchless line 



fore. In descending into the deep creek 

of hattle—almost consumed by exploits 



the infantry and artillery fire that as- 

of the day — yet onward they advanced 



sailed the three brigades was most ter- 

to the heart of the Federal position, and 



rific. Twenty-six pieces were thundering 

when the enemy had fairly succeeded in 



at them, and a perfect hailstorm of lead 

almost flanking us on the left, great com- 



fell thick and fast around them. One 

motion is heard in the woods ; volleys 



of Wilcox’s regiments wavered. Down 

upon volleys are heard in rapid sue- 



the Greneral rushed furiously, sword in 

cession, which are recognized and cheered 



hand, and threatened to behead the first 

by our men. ‘ It is Jackson,’ they shout, 



inan that hesitated. Pryor steadily ad- 

‘ on their right and rear.’ Yes, two or 



vanced, but slowly, and by the time that 

three brigades of Jackson’s army have 



the three brigades had stormed the posi- 

flanked the enemy and are getting in 



tion, passed up the hill through timber 

the rear. Now the fighting was bitter 



and over felled trees, Featherstone was 

and terrific. Worked up to madness, 



far in advance. Quickly the Federals 

Wilcox, Featherstone, and Pryor dash 



withdrew their pieces and took up a 

forward at a run and drive the enemy 



fresh position to assail the three brig- 

with irresistible fury ; to our left emerge 



ades advancing in perfect line of battle 

Hood’s Texas brigade, Whiting’s comes 



from the woods and upon the plateau* 

after, and Pender follows. The line is 



Officers had no horses- — all were shot j 

now complete, and ‘ forward’ rings from 



brigadiers marched on foot, sword in 

one end of the line to the other, and the 



hand ; regiments were commanded by 

Yankees, over thirty thousand strong, 



captains, and companies by sergeants. 

begin to retreat. Wheeling their artil- 



yet onward they rushed with yells, and 

lery from the front, the Pederals turn 



colors flying ; and backward, still back- 

part of it to break our left and save their 



ward fell the Federals, their men turn- 

retreat. The very earth shakes at the 



bling every moment in scores. But what 

roar. Not one piece of ours has yet 



a sight met the eyes of these three gal- 

opened 5 all has been done with the hul- 



lant brigades ! In front stood Federal 

let and hayonet, and onward press our 



camps, stretching to the northeast for 

troops through camps upon camps, cap- 



miles ! Drawn up in line of battle Were 

turing guns, stores, arms, clothing, etc. 



more , than three full divisions, com- 

Yet, like blood-hounds on the trail, the 



manded byMcOall, Porter, Sedgwick, etc. 

six hrigades sweep everything before 



Banners darkened the air, artillery vom- 

them, |)rGsonting an unbroken, solid 



ited forth incessant volleys of grape, canis- 

front, and, closing in upon the enemy^ 



ter, and shell ; heavy masses were moving 

keep np an incessant succession of vol- 
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leys upon their confused masses, 'and 
unerringly slaughtering them hy hun- 
dreds and thousands. There was hut 
one ‘ charge/ and from the moment the 
word of command was given — ‘ Fix bay- 
onets, forward’ — our advance was never 
stopped, despite the awful reception 
which met it. It is true that one or two 
regiments became confused in passing 
over the deep ditch, abattis, and timber 
earth- works ; it is also true that several 
slipped from the ranks and ran to the 
rear, but in many cases these were 
wounded men ; but the total number of 
‘ stragglers’ would not amount to more 
than one hundred. This is strictly true, 
and redounds to our immortal honor. 
These facts are true of Wilcox’s, Pryor’s, 
and Peatherstone’s brigades, who formed 
our right, and we are positive that, from 
the composition of Whiting’s, Hood’s, 
and Pender’s brigades, who flanked the 
enemy and formed our left, they never 
could be made to falter, for Whiting had 
the Eleventh, Sixteenth, and ' Second 


— — , 

Hood had four Texan and one G-eorgia 
regiment, and the material of Pender’s 
command was equally as good as any, 
and greatly distinguished itself. These 
were the troops mostly engaged and that 
suffered most. 

“But ‘where is Jackson?’ ask all. 
He has travelled fast and is heading the 
retreating foe, and as night closes in all 
is anxiety for intelligence from him. It 
is now about seven o’clock p.m, and just 
as the rout of the enemy is complete — 
just as the last volleys are sounding in 
the enemy’s rear, the distant and rapid 


discharges of cannon tell that Jackson 
has fallen upon the retreating column. 
Par in the night his troops hang upon 
the enemy, and for miles upon miles are 
dead, wounded, prisoners, wagons, can- 
non, etc., scattered in inextricable con- 
fusion upon the road. Thus, for four 
1 


a single piece oi armiery, witnstana over 
thirty thousand of the enemy, assisted 
by twenty-six pieces of artillery. 

“ Every arm of the service was well 
represented in the Federal line ; cav- 
alry were there in force, and when our 
men emerged from the woods, attempted 
to charge, but the three brigades on the 
right, and Jackson’s three brigades on 
the left, closed up ranks and poured 
such deadly volleys upon the horsemen, 
that they left the ground in confusion 
and entirely for their infantry to decide 
the day. McCall’s, Porter’s, and Sedg- 
wick’s ‘ crack’ divisions melted away be- 
fore our advance- McClellan, prisoners 
say, repeatedly was present and directed 
movements, but when the three brig- 
ades to our left emerged from the Woods, 
such confusion and havoc ensued that he 
gave orders to retreat, and escaped as 
best he could. 

“The cannon and arms captured in 
this battle were numerous and of very 
superior workmanship. The twenty-six 
pieces were most beautiful, while im- 
mense piles of guns could be seen on 
every hand, many scarcely having the 
manufacturer’s ‘finish’ even tarnished. 
The enemy seemed quite wdlling to 
throw them away on the slightest pre- 
text, dozens being found with loads still 
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ed on tlie previous day, with few ex- 
ceptions, had been carried off, and they 
managed also to remove a large number 
from the field in this running engage- 
ment. As they retired they set fire to 
immense quantities of their commissary 
stores, spiked their camion, destroyed 
tents, and smashed up all of the wagons 
they could not run off. Our forces cap- 
tured several fine batteries, consisting in 
all of eighteen rifled eamion and several 
minor pieces of artillery. 

“The enemy now occupied a singular 
position : one portion of his army on the 
south side of the Chickahominy fronted 
Richmond, and was confronted by G en- 
eral Magruder ; the other portion on the 
north side had turned their backs on 
Richmond and fronted destruction in the 
persons of Lee, Longstreet, Jackson, and 
the Hills. These last were, therefore, 
advancing on Richmond with their backs 
to the city. Such was the position into 
which General Lee had forced McClel- 
lan. The position which the latter here 
occupied, however, was one of great 
strength. 

“The right wing of McClellan's army, 
after crossing the Chickahominy on Fri- 
day night at the Grapevine Bridge, fell 
hack down the. Williamsburg road to- 
ward the White Oak Swamp. 

THE FIGHTING- ON SATURDAY, .TUNE 2StIL 

“ On Saturday, the 28th, General 
Toombs attacked a portion of the en- 
emy’s left wing strongly posted on a hill, 
and supported with artillery, near the 
Chickahominy, about a mile east of the 
jSTew Bridge road. About eleven o’clock 
Moody’s battery opened fire upon the 


undischarged. The number of small- 
arms captured was not less than 16,000, 
of every calibre and every make. The 
field-pieces taken were principally Na- 
poleon, Rarrott, and Blakely (English) 
guns. W e have captured large quanti- 
ties of army-wagons, tents, equipments, 
shoes. Clothing in abundance was scat- 
tered about, and immense piles of new 
uniforms were found untouched. Every 
conceivable article of clothing was found 
in these divisional camps, and came quite 
apropos to our needy soldiery, scores of 
whom took a cool bath and changed old 
for new imder-clothing, many articles 
being of costly material and quite unique. 
The amount of ammunition found was 
considerable, and proved of very supe- 
rior quality and manufacture. 

“ While the storming of Gaines’ Mill 
was in progress, a fight was raging at 
Cold Harbor, a short distance to the left, 
in which the enemy were driven off with 
great carnage. At this point the gay, 
dashing, intrepid General Wheat was 
instantly killed by a ball through the 
brain. At a later hour of the evening 

o 

one of his compatriots, General Hood, 
of the Texas brigade, dashed into a 
Yankee camp and took a thousand pris- 
oners. And so, with Jackson and Stuart 
pushing on toward the Pamiuiky to in- 
tercept the enemy’s retreat to West 
Point, should it be attempted,' and 
McClellan with his main body retiring 
toward the south (or Richmond) side 
of the Chickahominy before our victori- 
ous troops, the second day was brought 
to an end. 

“ All of the enemy’s dead and wound- 
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intrencliments of tlie enemy located just 
beyond Garnett^s farm. The battery 
fired some ten or fifteen minutes, and 
meanwhile a body of infantry, consisting 
of tbe Seventh and Eighth Georgia reg- 
iments, moved up under cover of the 
fire from the field-pieces. The Eighth, 
in advance, charged across a ravine and 
up a hill, beyond which the Yankee in- 
trenchments lay. They gained the first 
line of works and took possession of 
them ; but it is proper to state this was 
unoccupied at the time by the Yankees. 
The fire of the enemy was murderous, 
and as soon as our men reached the 
brow of the hill, rapid volleys of grape, 
canister, and musketry were poured into 
them. It was found almost impossible 
to proceed farther, but the attempt would 
have been made had not orders been 
received to fall back, which was done in 
good order, still under fire. The loss in 
the Seventh is reported at seventy odd 
men killed, wounded, and missing ; in 
the Eighth, upward of eighty. Colonel 
Lamar, of the Eighth, was severely 
wounded in the groin, and fell into the 
hands of th e enemy. Lieutenant- Colonel 
Towers was captured, but uninjured. 
The Yankees were completely hidden 
behind their works, and did not suffer 
much apparently. We took a captain, 
lieutenant, and some five or six pri- 
vates— the Yankee picket force at the 
point. Subsequently a flag of truce 
was granted to take away our dead and 
wounded. 

“ The remainder of Saturday was 
marked by the capture of the Fourth 
Yew Jersey (Stockton’s) Regiment, the 


Eleventh Pennsylvania, and the famous 
‘ Bucktails,’ with their regimental stand- 
ards, by rapid and wholly successful move- 
ments of Jackson and Stuart, between 
the Ohickahominy and the Pamunky, 
taking the York River P^ailroad, and 
cutting off McClellan’s communication 
with his transports and destroying his 
line of telegraph. At this time high 
hopes were entertained of speedily de- 
stroying or capturing the entire army 
of McClellan. ’ The York River Rail- 
road, it will be remembered, runs in an 
easterly direction, intersecting the Chick- 
ahominy about ten miles from the city. 
South of the railroad is the Williams- 
burg road, connecting with the Nine 
Mile road at Seven Pines, The former 
road connects with the New Bridge road, 
which turns off and crosses the Chicka- 
hominy. From Seven Pines, where the 
Nine Mile road joins the upper one, the 
road is known as the old Williamsburg 
road, and crosses the Chickahominy at 
Bottom’s Bridge. 

“ With the bearing of these localities 
in his mind the reader will readily un- 
derstand how it was that the enemy was 
driven from his original strongholds on 
the north side of the Chickahominy, and 
how, at the time of Friday’s battle, ho 
had been compelled to surrender the 
possession of the Fredericksburg and 
Central railroads, and had been pressed 
to a position where he was cut off from 
the principal avenues of supply and es- 
cape. The disposition of our forces was 
such as to cut off all communication be- 
tween McClellan’s army and the White 
House, on the Pamunky River ; he had 
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tioB. of the Seven Pines. At three 
o’clock a dense column of smoke was 
seen to issue from the woods, two miles 
in advance of the battery and half a 
mile to the right of the railroad. The 
smoke was found to proceed from a per- 
fect mountain of the enemy’s commis- 
sary stores, which they had fired and de- 
serted. The pile was at least thirty feet 
high, with a base sixty feet in breadth, 
consisting of sugar, coffee, bacon, but- 
ter, prepared meat, vegetables, etc. The 
fire had so far enveloped the heap as to 
destroy the value of its contents. The 
field and woods around this spot were 
covered with every description of cloth- 
ing and camp equipage. Blue great 
coats lined the earth like leaves in Val- 
lambrosa. No indication was wanting 
that the enemy had left this encamp- 
ment in haste and disorder. 

“About one o’clock, Sunday morn- 
ing, our pickets down the Nine Mile 
road were fiercely attacked by the en- 
emy, and a severe and lively fight en- 
sued. The enemy were easily driven 
hack ' with loss, many prisoners falling 
into our hands. Many of the Pederals 
threw down their arms and surrendered 
voluntarily. Sunday morning, about six 
or seven o’clock, another fierce picket 
fight occurred. 

“ Later in the day the enemy were 
again encountered upon the York River 
Railroad^ hear a place called Savage 
Station ; the troops engaged on our side 
being the division of General McLaws, 
consisting of Generals Kershaw and 
Semmes’ brigades, supported by Gen- 
eral Griffith’s brigade from Magruder’s 


been driven completely from his north- 
ern lines of defences, and it was sup- 
posed that he would be unable to ex- 
tricate himself from Ms position without 
a victory or a capitulation. In front of 
him, with the Ohickahominy, which he 
had crossed, in his rear, were the divi- 
sions of Generals Longstreet, Magruder, 
and Huger, and, in the situation as it ex- 
isted Saturday night, all hopes of his es- 
cape were thought to be impossible. 

THE BATTLE OF SAVAGE STATION, SUNDAY, 

JUNE 29th. 

“Six miles from Richmond, on the 
York River road, the enemy were in 
force on Saturday night. During the 
night our pickets heard, them busily at 
work, hammering, sawing, etc. The 
rumhle of cannon carriages was also con- 
stantly audible. Sunday, about noon, 
our troops advanced in the direction of 
the works, which were found deserted. 
Their intrenchments were found to be 
formidable and elaborate. That imme- 
diately across the railroad, at the six- 
mile post, which had been supposed to 
he a light earth-work, designed to sweep 
the railroad, turned out to he an im- 
mense embrasured fortification, extend- 
ing for hundreds of yards on either side 
of the track, and capable of protecting 
ten thousand men. Within this w 
were found great quantities of fixed am- 
munition, which had apparently heen 
prepared for removal, and then deserted. 
All the cannon, as at other intrench- 
ments, had been carried off. 

“ After passing this battery, our forces 
cautiously pushed their way down the 
raiboad and to the right, in the direc- 
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division. The Federals were found to 
be strongly intrenched, and as soon as 
our skirmishers came in view they were 
opened upon with a furious cannonade 
from a park of field-pieces. Kemper’s bat- 
tery now went to the front, and for three 
hours the battle raged hotly, when the 
discomfited Yankees again resumed their 
back track. It was during this fight that 
General Griffith, of Mississippi, one of the 
heroes of Leesburg (where he command- 
ed the Eighteenth Mississippi on the fall 
of Col. Burt), was killed by the fragment 
of a shell, which mangled one of his legs. 
He was the only general officer killed 
on our side during the whole of that 
bloody week. Owing to a most unfor- 
tunate accident, much of our success 
was marred. Our own troops, being 
mistaken for the enemy, were fired into 
by the Twenty-first Mississippi Eegiment, 
as was Jenkins’ South Carolina Eegiment 
at Manassas, by reinforcements in the 
rear. During the pursuit the railroad 
Merrimac was far in advance of our men, 
and was vigorously shelling the enemy 
at every turn. 

“ About sundown, Sunday, General 
Magruder’s division came up with the 
rear of -the enemy, and engaged a por- 
tion of his forces for about an hour and 
a half. After passing the enemy’s camp 
on the York Eiver Eailroad, our troops 
posted after the enemy, and came up 
with him on the Williamsburg road, a 
mile east of the Seven Pines, opposite 
Mr. William Sedgwick’s farm. The en- 
emy were posted in a thick piece of pines 
north of the Williamsburg road, behind 
intrenchments of great strength and 


elaborate finish. The Eichmond How- 
itzer battalion began the fight by shell- 
ing the woods. From the direction of 
the railroad Kershaw’s brigade and 
other troops marched down the Will- 
iamsburg road and dashed into the 
woods by a flank movement to the left. 
Here the fight raged furiously until 
darkness put an end to the contest. 
Our men lay on their arms with the 
design of renewing the battle with the 
return of daylight. 

“ While Magruder was thus success- 
fully ‘ pushing the enemy to the wall’ 
on the south side of the Chickahominy, 
the redoubtable Stuart was not less suc- 
cessful on the north side. Dashing 
down to the White House on the Pa- 
munky, he succeeded in capturing an 
immense quantity of supplies, fixed am- 
munition, rifled ordnance, railway ma- 
chinery and locomotives, wagon-trains, 
a balloon and an apparatus of inflation, 
quartermaster’s stores, etc., with 1,500 
prisoners, besides burning seventeen 
large transports at the wharves. 

“ During Sunday the mortifying fact 
became known to our generals that 
McClellan had in a measure succeeded 
in eluding us, and that, having massed 
his entire force on the Eichmond side 
of the Chickahominy, he was retreating 
toward the J ames Eiver— having stolen 
a march of twelve hours on General 
Huger, who had been placed in a posi- 
tion on his flank to watch his move- 
ments. 

THE BATTLE OE MONDAY, JUNE 30. 

“ By daybreak, on Monday morning, 
the pursuit was actively resumed. D. 
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H. Hill, Whiting, and Ewell, under com- 
mand of Jackson, crossed the Oiiicka- 
hominy by the Grapevine Bridge, and 
followed the enemy on their track by 
the WilKamsburg road and Savage Sta- 
tion, Longstreet, A. P. Hill, Huger, 
and Magruder pursued the enemy by 
the Charles City road, with the inten- 
tion of cutting them off. At the White 
Oak Swamp our left wing came upon 
the Yankee forces at about eleven 
o’clock A.M. ;■ but they had crossed the 
stream and burned the bridge behind 
them. Their artillery was also posted 
in immense numbers, commanding both 
the bridge and the road. GeneralJack- 
son, with Major Orutehlield, chief of his 
artillery, and the several captains of H, H. 
Hill’s artillery, having reconnoitred the 
position of the enemy, ordered forward 
the whole of H. H, Hill’s artillery, under 
Colonel Orutehlield. cover of 

the hill on the left, or north hank of the 
White Oak Swamp, our artillery was 
hroiight forward, thrown rapidly upon 
the crest of the hill, and suddenly opened 
fire upon the enemy’s batteries with 
twenty-six field-pieces in seven batte- 
ries. This was at about twelve o’clock 
M. A tremendoUvS fire was kept up 
from the batteries on both sides, the en- 
emy having in position near fifty pieces. 
During this time one or more of the en- 
emy’s caissons was exploded, while they 
suffered with a heavy loss of men and 
horses. The enemy then fell back some 
distance behind a skirt of woods, aban- 
doning tlirec of their guns on the field, 
and there, hidden from sight, renewed 
the fight at long range, which, with their 


Parrott guns, gave them great advan- 
tage. Tlie light of artillery, nevertheless, 
continued with groat spirit and deter- 
mination until night closed the scene. 
The casualties on both sides in this fight 
were very heavy. Indeed, this is said 
to have been probably the heaviest light 
of field artillery which has taken place 
during the war. 

“About four o’clock, Monday after- 
noon, General Longstreet having been 
called away, the command of his divi- 
sion was assumed by General A. P. 
Hill, who, with botli divisions-— -that of 
Longstreet and his own — engaged the 
enemy at a late hour in the e.voning. 
The battle was thus fought under the 
immediate and sole command of General 
A. P. Hill, in charge of both divisions. 
The position of the enemy was about 
five miles northeast of Darbytown, on 
the Hew Market road. The immediate 
scene of the battle was a plain of sedge 
pines, in the cover of which the enemy’s 
forces were skilfully disposed. 

“In advancing upon the enemy, bat- 
teries of sixteen heavy guns wei’e opened 
upon the advance columns of General 
Hill. Our troops, pressing heroically 
forward, had no sooner got within mus- 
ket range, than the enemy, forming sev- 
eral lines of battle, poured upon them 
from his heavy masses a devouring fere 
of musketry. The conflict became ter- 
rible, the air being filled with missiles 
of death ; every moment having its pe- 
culiar sound of terror, and every spot 
its sight of ghastly destruction and hor- 
ror. Never was a more glorious vic- 
tory plucked from more desperate and 
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threatening circumstances. While ex- 
posed to the double fire of the enemy’s 
batteries and his musketry, we were un- 
able to contend with him with artillery. 
But, although thus unmatched, the he- 
roic command of General Hill pressed 
on with unquailing vigor and a resistless 
courage, driving the enemy before them. 
This was accomplished without artillery, 
there being but one bafctei’y in General 
Hill’s command on the spot, and that 
belonged to Longstreet’s division, and 
could not be got into position. Thus 
the fight continued with an ardor and 
devotion that few battle-fields have ever 
illustrated. Step by step the enemy 
were driven back, his guns taken, and 
the ground he abandoned strewn with 
his dead. By half-past eight o’clock we 
had taken all his cannon, and, continu- 
ing to advance, had driven him a mile 
and a half from his ground of battle. 
Our forces were still advancing upon the 
retreating lines of the enemy. It was i 
now about half-past nine o’clock, and 
very dark. Suddenly, as if it had burst 
from the heavens, a sheet of fire en- 
veloped the front of our advance. The 
enemy had made another stand to re- 
ceive us, and, from the black masses of 
his forces, it was evident that it had 
been heavily reinforced, and that an- 
other whole cory?s Warmee had been 
brought up to contest the fortunes of 
the night. Line after line of battle was 
formed. It was evident that his heav- 
iest columns were now being thrown 
against Hill’s small command, and it 
might have been supposed that he 
would only be satisfied with its annihi- 
125 


lation. The loss here on our side was 
terrible. 

“ The situation being evidently hope- 
less for any further pursuit of the fugi- 
tive enemy, who had now brought up 
such overwhelming forces, General Hill 
retired slowly. At this moment, seeing 
their adversary retire, the most vo- 
ciferous cheers arose along the whole 
Yankee line. They were taken up in 
the distance by the masses which for 
miles and miles beyond were supporting 
McClellan’s front. It was a moment 
when the heart of the stoutest com- 
mander might have been appalled. Gen- 
eral Hill’s situation was now as desperate 
as it well could be, and required a 
courage and presence of mind to retrieve 
it which the circumstances that sur- 
rounded him were not well calculated 
to inspire. His command had fought 
for five or six hours without reinforce- 
ments ; all his reserves had been brought 
up in the action ; Wilcox’s brigade, 
which had been almost anniliilated, was 
re-forming in the rear. Biding rapidly 
to the position of this brigade, General 
Hill brought them by great exertions up 
to the front, to check the advance of this 
now confident, cheering enemy. Catch- 
ing the spirit of their commander, the- 
brave but jaded men moved up to the 
front, replying to the enemy’s cheers 
with shouts and yells. At this demon- 
stration, which the enemy no doubt 
supposed signified heavy reinforcements, 
he stopped his advance. It was now 
about half-past ten o’clock in the night. 
The enemy had been arrested j and the 
fight — one of the most remarkable, long- 
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“ Piisone.rs state tliat on Monday 
evening McClellan addressed his troops 
in an animated strain, conjuring them 
‘ for God’s sake, and the sake of tlieir 
country, and the old flag around wliicli 
so many fond recollections cluster, to 
join in one more last struggle to reach 
our gun-boats on the J ames River. I 
have been frustrated in all 1113’' plans 
against Richmond. We must cut our 
way to the river, and then I shall await 
reinforcements. I do not give up the 
hope of yet capturing Ricinnond.’ Tlieir 
ligliting subsequently showed tluit his 
words were not witliout eifoct. During 
the night the enemy retreated again 
down the Quaker road toward Malvern 
Hill, about a half mile within the inter- 
section of the Hew Market or River 
road, and tlie Quaker road. Here he 
took strong position on this hill, about 
two miles and a half from Ins gun-boats 
on the James River. This closed the 
scene of Monday. 

THE BATTLE OP TUESDAY, JULY FIRST. 

“ The army of McClellan was now 
getting into the triangle formed by the 
three roads already alluded to, and in 
which it was hoped that he would be 
entrapped. It was in this area that the 
great battle of Tuesday took, place. All 
of our forces, however, failed to be in 
position in the right time ; and those in 
the rear, who were to cut him off and 
hem him in, allowed the game to slip 
from their hands and quietl3^ make his 
escape, which he siihseqiiontly did by 
roads easily traceable on tlie map. 

“McClellan, in making his way in all 
haste, but in good order, to the waters 


contested, and gallant ones that has yet 
occurred on our lines — was concluded 
with the achievement of the field under 
the most trying circumstances, which 
the enemy, with the most overpowering 
numbers brought up to reinforce him, 
had not succeeded in reclaiming. 

“ The battle of Monday night was 
fought exclusively by General A. P. 
Hill and the forces under his command. 
General Magruder’s did not come up 
until eleven o’clock at night, after the 
fight had been concluded. By orders 
from General Lee, Magruder moved 
upon and occupied the battle-ground. 
General Hill’s command being in a con- 
dition of prostration from their long and 
toilsome fight, and suffering in killed 
and wounded, that it was proper they 
should be I’elieved by the occupation 
of the battle-ground by cl fresh corps 
d’arm^e. In the long and bitter conflict 
which General Hill had* sustained with 
the enemy, he had driven him about a 
mile and a half ; and at the Conclusion 
of the battle, although ho Irad retired 
somewhat, he still held the ground from 
which, in the early part of the action, 
he had driven the enemy. 

“ President Davis was on the field 
during the day, and made a narrow 
essape from injury, which might possibly 
have proven fatal. He had taken posi- 
tion in a house near the scene, when 
word was sent him General Lee to 
leave it at once, as it was threatened 
with danger. He had scarcely complied 
with the advice before the house was 
literally riddled with shell from the 
enemy’s batteries. 
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of James River, had reached on Tues- 
day, July 1, a point about sixteen miles 
below Richmond, and two miles above 
Turkey Island, where it was determined 
to make a stand with the purpose of 
effectually covering the retreat of the 
main body to their gun-boats. The 
ground was admirably chosen. An ele- 
vate d plateau of 1 , 2 0 0 yards in length and 
350 yards width lay between a skirt of 
woods, dark and dense, and a plantation | 
dwelling, which will be known in the 
ofidcial reports as ‘ Crew’s house,’ with 
its surrounding buildings. Upon the 
crest of a gentle slope in front of this 
country seat the Yankees planted four j 
heavy batteries, commanding the pla- 
teau, and every square yard of it, to the 
woods. 

“ On Tuesday morning U. H. Hill’s 
division, on the right of Jackson, with 
Whiting, Ewell, and Jackson’s own divi- 
sion on the left (Jackson commanding 
the three latter divisions), crossed the 
White Oak bridge and took up their 
position in this order, on the left of our 
line, at about three o’clock in the after- 
noon. U. H. Hill’s artillery was sent to 
the rear to rest. Longstreet, A. P. Hill, 
Magruder, and Huger, on our right 
wing, pushed down the Long Bridge 
road in pursuit, and took position on the 
left and front of the enemy, underfire 
of all bis artillezy on land and water. 

“ About four o’clock in the afternoon, 
the skirmishers of our pursuing column, 
on emerging from the wood, were met 
by the fire of the enemy, and fell back 
to report to the commanding general, 
Magruder, whose division — embracing 


the brigades of Howell Cobb, Toombs, 
Wright, and Armistead — was in the ad- 
vance. Two batteries of light artillery, 
G-rimes’ and the Second Richmond How- 
itzers, were immediately ordered to take 
position in the cleared field, some fifty 
yards from the edge of the forest, and to 
open fire upon the enemy’s batteries, 
while the infantry were drawn up under 
cover of the woods, to be pushed across 
the field at the proper moment. Crimes’ 
battery was thrown into hopeless dis- 
order by the killing of three of its horses 
and the wounding of several others in 
the act of taking its ground, and never 
did get into position ; whereupon the 
Purcell battery, Captain Pegram, was 
ordered to replace it. The Howitzers 
and Captain Pegram’s veterans at once 
opened a furious cannonade on the Yan- 
kees, firing •with great steadiness and 
effect, but so desolating was the rain of 
shot, shell, and spherical case showered 
upon them by the enemy’s guns, which 
had obtained the exact range, that they 
were greatly cut up in a short time, and 
had to be withdrawn. At the same 
moment a column of not more than 
600 Confederate troops, which had mov- 
ed with wonderful precision and celerity 
across the plateau to a point within 150 
yards of the Yankee batteries, was com- 
pelled to retire with heavy loss, and in 
some disorder. The Letcher artillery, 
of six pieces, under command of Gaptam 
Davidson, was now ordered to the spot 
till then occupied by the Purcell battery, 
and getting their guns quickly in place, 
despite the. withering tempest of flame 
and iron, commenced to serve them with 
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sailed the enemy with great energy on 
the right of their position, and soon 
drove them from the field. The dusk 
of evening, deepening into darkness, fa- 
vored the retreat of the Yankees, who 
succeeded in carrying off their pieces, 
though with a loss in killed and wound- 
ed equal to, if not greater, than our 
own. 

“ Thus closed the terrible battle of 
the first of July. The battle-field and 
the region round about seemed as if the 
lightnings of heaven had scathed and 
blasted it. The forest shows, in the 
splintered branches of a thousand trees, 
the fearful havoc of the artillery ; the 
houses are riddled, the fences utterly 
demolished, the earth itself plowed up 
in many places for yards ; here stands 
a dismantled caisson, there a broken 
gun-carriage ; thick and many arc the 
graves, the sods over which yet bear the 
marks of the blood of their occuj^ants ; 
on the plateau, across whose surface for 
hours the utmost fury of the battle raged, 
the tender corn that had grown up as 
high as the knee betrays no sign of hav- 
ing ever ‘ laughed and sung’ in the breeze 
of early summer — everytliing, in short, 
but the blue heaven above, speaks of the 
carnival of death which was there so 
frightfully celebrated. About a quarter 
of a mile from the field stands on the 
roadside the house occupied by General 
Lee as his headquarters during the bat; 
tie. The weather boarding and the 
shingled roof exhibit abundant evidences 
of the terrible nature of the cannonade. 
The elongated shells thrown by the gun- 
boats were most fearful projectiles, mea- 


the utmost efficiency, firing twelve or 
fifteen discharges to the minute, while 
a second column of infantry advanced 
through the cleared space at double 
quick to storm the terrible batteries of 
the foe. The fire was now appalling, 
and to add to the horrors of the scene, 
the gun-boats of the enemy in the river 
began to throw the most tremendous 
projectiles into the field. The column 
moved on, nearer and yet nearer, its 
ranks thinned at every moment, and 
lost to sight in the thick curtain of 
smoke which overspread the crimsoned 
battle-ground. But once again the 
whirlwind of death threw the advancing 
mass of gallant men into inextricable 
disorder, and they retired. Still the 
Letcher artillery held its ground. A 
brave lieutenant and two of the men had 
been killed at their pieces ; nineteen 
others had fallen wounded by their side, 
and the horses were piled around them 
in heaps ; a caisson had exploded, yet 
their fire was kept up as steadily as if 
they had been firing a holiday salute. 
An hour and a half or more had now 
passed since the opening of the battle, 
and a third column upon the centre 
moved onward to 'the Yankee guns. 
The dark mass soon disappeared in the 
cloud which enveloped all objects, and 
though it lost strength and solidity at 
every step — in the brave fellows who 
fell struck by the hurtling missiles that 
strewed the air — it still gained the slope 
where stood the enemy’s batteries, but 
only to be driven back, as had been 
their comrades before them. Mean- 
while the indomitable Jackson had as- 
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suring twenty -two inches in length by 
eight in diameter. It is remarkable 
that, as far as we know, the only damage 
done by them was to the enemy. Not 
ha,ving the proper range, the gunners so 
eleyated their pieces as to let these 
messengers of death fall mostly among 
the ranks of their own men. The effect 
of one which burst near Crew’s house 
was indescribably fatal. It struck a gun 
of one of the batteries, shattering it into 
fragments, and by the explosion, which 
followed instantaneously, seven men 
standing near the piece were killed in 
the twinkling of an eye. They fell 
without the movement of a muscle, in 
the very attitudes they occupied the 
moment before, stiffening at once into 
the stony fixedness of death. One, in- 
deed, was almost blown into annihila- 
tion ; but another was seen still grasping 
the lanyard of his gun ; yet another, 
belonging to an infantry regiment, held : 
in his hand the ramrod with which he 
was driving home the load in his Belgian 
rifle ; while a fourth, with clenched lips, 
retained in his mouth the little portion 
of the cartridge he had just bitten off. 
The faces of the victims even still ex- 
pressed the emotions which animated 
them in battle— indifference, hope, ter- 
ror, triumph, rage, were there depicted, 
but no traces of the suffering which 
should be caused by the death pang. 
They had passed into eternity uncon- 
scious of the shaft that sent them there I 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 2. 

“ The severe struggle of Tuesday had 
given the main body of McGlellan’s^^a^^ 
ample time to reach the much-coYeted 
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positions in the neighborhood of Berke- 
ley and Westover, on the James River, 
where availing themselves of the strong 
natural defences of the place, and under 
cover of their gun-boats, they were re- 
lieved from the apprehension of an im- 
mediate attack. In this situation of 
affairs, a description of the locality and 
topographical features of the enemy’s 
selected place of refuge will be a matter 
of interest : 

‘ ‘ Berkeley, now the residence of Doc- 
tor Starks, lies on the north side of 
James River, five miles below City 
Point, and by the course of the river 
sixty-five miles, but by the Charles City 
road not more than twenty-five miles 
from Richmond. The building, an old- 
fashioned brick edifice, stands upon an 
eminence a few hundred yards from the 
river, in a grove of Lombardy poplars 
and other trees. President Harrison 
was born here in 1773, 

“The Westover plantation, long the 
seat of the distinguished family of Byrds, 
and at present owned by Mr. J ohn Sel- 
den, adjoins Berkeley on the east, the 
dwelling-houses being some two miles 
apart. Charles City Court House is be- 
tween eight and ten miles east of the 
latter place. It is not to be supposed 
the enemy selected these plantations as 
the scene of his last great stand without 
good reasons- The first and most ap- 
parent of these is, that the Westover 
landing is, perhaps, the very best on 
J ames River, and the stream for miles 
up and down being broad and deep 
affords both excellent sea room and 
anchorage for their gun^boats and trans- 




THE WAR WITH THE SOUTH 


,338 

ports. But this is by no means the 
only advantage of the position. On 
the west of Berkeley are imiumerable 
impassable ravines, r mining from near 
the Charles City road, on the north, to 
James River, making a successful attack 
from that quarter next to impossible. 
Within a quarter of a mile of where 
these ravines begin, Herring Run Greek 
crosses the Charles City road, and run- 
ning in a southeasterly direction, skirts, 
on the north and ' east, the plantations 
of Berkeley and Westover, and empties 
into James River at the extreme eastern 
boundary of the latter. The whole 
'Course of this creek is one impassable 
morass, while along its northern and 
eastern banks extend the heights of 
Evelinton — a long range of hills that 
overlook the Westover and Berkeley 
estates, and which offer eligihle positions 
for heavy guns. It will he seeii that, 
protected on the south hy the river and 
their gun-boats, on the west hy im- 
passable ravines, and on the north and 
east hy Herring Greek and the heights 
of Evelinton, the enemy’s position pre- 
sents hut one pregnable point^the piece 
of level country northwest of Westover, 
from a quarter to a half mile in width, 
lying between the head of the ravines 
and the point where Herring Greek 
crosses the Charles City road. But it 
required only a very brief period for the 
enemy, with their immense resources of 
men and machinery, to obstruct hy art 
this only natural entrance to their strong- 
hold. Already it was within range of 
their gun-boats, .and of their siege guns 
planted on the Evelinton hills ; another 


day saw it strewn with felled timber and 
bristling with field batteries. 

“ The James River was soon covered 
with the transports and gun-boats of the 
enemy, and McClellan, secure in his 
‘ new base of operations,’ vigorously be- 
gan the work of infusing courage and 
confidence among his beaten and de- 
moralized troops. On the fourth of J uly 
he issued the following address, which, 
considering the events immediately pre- 
ceding, is certainly a rather remarkable 
document : 

“ ‘ IlEADQUABTERa, AeMY OF THIS POTOSIAC, 

Camp near Harriso.n’s Lanpino-, My 4, 1862. 

“ 'Soldiers op the Army o;p the Po- 
tomac : Tour achievements of the past 
ten days have illustrated the valor and 
endurance of the American soldier. At- 
tacked by superior forces, and without 
hopes of reinforcements, you have suc- 
ceeded ill changing your base of opera- 
tions hy a flank movement— always 
regarded as the most hazardous of mili- 
tary operations. You have saved all 
your guns except a few lost in battle, 
taking in r etmm guns and colors from 
the enemy. 

“ ‘ Upon your march you have been 
assailed day after day with des})erate 
fury, by men of the same race and na- 
tion, skilfully massed and led. Under 
every disadvantage of nuniher, and nec- 
essarily of position also, you have in 
every conflict beaten hack your foes with 
enormous slaughter. 

“ ‘ Your conduct ranks you among the 
celebrated armies of history. hTone will 
now question what each of you may 
always, with pride, say : “I belonged 
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to the Army of the Potomac.” You 
have reached this new base complete in 
organization and unimpaired in spirit. 
The enemy may at any time attack you 
— we are prepared to meet them. I 
have personally established your lines. 
Let them come, and we will convert 
their repulse into a final defeat. 

“ ‘Your government is strengthening 
you with the resources of a great peo- 
ple. On this, our nation’s birthday, we 
declare to our foes — who are rebels 
against the best interests of mankind — 
that this army shall enter the capital of 
the so-called Confederacy ; that our na- 
tional constitution shall prevail ; and 
that the Union, which can alone insure 
internal peace and external security to 
each State, must and shall be preserved 
— cost what it may in time, treasure, 
and blood. Gteo. B. McClellan, 

“ ‘ Major- Greneral Commanding.’ 
“ This narrative cannot be better con- 
cluded than by the reproduction of the 
following general orders of G-eiieral Lee 
in reference to the battle. These orders 
give an official and probably the most 
trustworthy summary of the results that 
can now be had, and afford a striking con- 
trast to the address of G-en. McClellan : 

GENERAL ORDERS — NO. 75. 

“ ‘ ILeadquaeters, nsr xirs Field, ) 
July 1th , 1862. > 

“‘The General Commanding, pro- 
foundly grateful to the only Giver of all 
victory for the signal success with which 
He has blessed our arms, tenders his 
warmest thanks and congratulations to 
the army by whose valor such splendid 
results have been achieved. 


“ ‘ On Thursday, June 26th, the pow- 
erful and thoroughly equipped army of 
the enemy was intrenched in works vast 
in extent and most formidable in char- 
acter, within sight of our capital, 

“‘To-day the remains of that confi- 
dent and threatening host lie upon the 
banks of the James River, thirty miles 
from Richmond, seeking to recover, un-' 
der the protection of their gim-boats, 
from the effects of a series of disastrous 
defeats. 

“ ‘The battle beginning on the after- 
noon of the 26th June, above Mechan- 
icsville, continued until the night of July 
1st, with only such intervals as were 
necessary to pursue and overtake the 
flying foe. Their strong intrenchments 
and obstinate resistance were overcome, 
and our army swept resistlessly down the 
north side of the Chickahominy, until it 
reached the rear of the enemy and broke 
their communication with the York, cap- 
turing or causing the destruction of many 
valuable stores, and by the decisive bat- 
tle of Friday, forcing the enemy from 
their line of powerful fortifications on 
the south side of the Chickahominy and 
driving them to a precipitate retreat. 
This victorious army pursued as rapidly 
as the obstructions placed by the enemy 
ill their rear would permit, three times 
overtaking their flying column, and as 
often driving them with slaughter from 
the field, leaving their numerous dead 
and wounded in our hands in every con- 
flict. 

“ ‘ The immediate fruits of our success 
are the relief of Richmond from a state 
of siege, the rout of the great army that 
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propose to do this in a historie-al spirit, 
withont reference to tlic mean objects 
of personal conipliinent or personal de- 
traction, anxious only to interpret with 
justice and intelligence the events of the 
past week, and to define the result of 
one of the gravest incidents that has yet 
occurred in the history of the war. 

“ The general estimation of the bat- 
tle of Richniond, expressed in a spirit 
of candor, would be that it "was a most 
excellent plan, indiilhrently executed in 
the field. The work of the closet was 
good. The design was comprehensive 
and sagacious, and calculations upon 
which it was based were nicely arranged ; 
but its execution, unfortunately, wcis 
full of flaws, which, to some degree, 
have marred tlie results of our victoiy, 
or reduced them below public expecta- 
tion. Eeviewing the situation of the 
two armies at the commencement of the 
action, the advantage was entirely our 
own, the feet being that the plan of 
McClellan was as defective as our own 
was excellent. He had divided his ar- 
my on the two sides of the Chickahom- 
iny, and operating apparently with the 
design of half circiimvallatiiig Richmond 
—which was exceedingly foolish, consid- 
ering the size and situation of this city- — 
he had spread out his forces to an ex- 
tent that impaired the facility of concen- 
tration, and had made a weak and dan- 
gerous extension of his lines. 

“ It wiU be observed that the attack 
was made on our side by a rear and 
flank movement at the same time, in- 
tending to crush the enemy successively 
along the whole extent of his lines, from 


so long menaced its safety, many thou- 
sand prisoners, including officers of high 
rank, the capture or destruction of stores 
to the value of millions, and the acquisi- 
tion of thousands of arms and fifty-one 
pieces of superior artillery. 

“ ‘ The service rendered to the coun- 
try in this short hut eventful period can 
scarcely he estimated, and the General 
commanding cannot adequately express 
his admiration of the courage, endurance, 
and soldierly conduct of the officers and 
men engaged. 

“ ‘ These brilliant results have cost us 
many brave men ; hut while we mourn 
the loss of our gallant dead, let us not 
forget that they died nobly in defence 
of their country's freedom, and have 
linked their memory with an event that 
will live forever in the hearts of a grate- 


“ ‘ Soldiers I your country will thank 
you for the heroic conduct you have 
displayed — conduct worthy of men en- 
gaged in a cause so just and sacred, and 
deserving a nation’s gratitude and praise. 

“ ‘ By command of General Lee. 

“ ‘ R. TI. Chilton, A. A. General.’ ” 

REVIEW OP THE BA-TTLE AND ITS RESULTS. 

The following clear and impartial re- 
view of the conduct and resulta of the 
battles is taken from the columns of the 
Richmond JiJxaminer of Tuesday, July 
8th : 

“We have now reached a period at 
which we may calculate the value of the 
result of the great battle of Richmond, 
and make a summary review of the 
grand diorama of events that has so 
recently ’passed before our eyes. We 
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Meclianicsville to Ms batteries on the 
south side of the Ohickahominy, and on 
that -side of the river to fall upon him 
with the whole weight of our forces, 
with the expectation of putting him to 
a general rout. 

“ A most remarkable feature of all 
the battles which attended the general 
line of movement we have described is, 
that at no time were more than 20,000 
Confederates actually engaged with the 
enemy. After the first demonstration 
in force on the enemy’s extreme right, 
he retired from Mechanicsville, and we 
pursued. "When, by this retiring move- 
ment, he had concentrated, as he sup- 
posed, sufficient troops to contest a de- 
cisive field with US, we fell upon Mm 
with one division at a time. The conse- 
quence of imperfect attack was that the 
enemy was never crushed, though he 
was always defeated. It is not unrea- 
sonable to' suppose, in view of what was 
accomplished by piecemeal, that if, at 
any critical time, several divisions had 
been thrown upon the enemy, he would 
have been routed, demoralization would 
have ensued, and the result of our vic- 
tory been fully and summarily accom- 
plished. 

“ By the desperate valor of our troops 
and the conspicuous exertions of Gen- 
eral Ambrose B. Hill, whose division 
was in the extreme advance, and was 
engaged successively at Ellyson’s Mills, 
Cold Harbor, and Frazier’s Farm, each 
of the fields was signalized by the suc- 
cess of our arms. But with the re- 
markable and hard-fought field at Fra- 
zier’s Farm our congratulations must 
126 


stop. The brilliant chain of victories is 
broken here. After all that had been 
achieved, and all that had been expend- 
ed in the toil and blood of three days’ 
fighting, we had failed to cut off the 
enemy’s retreat to the river, and to ac- 
complish the most important condition 
for the completion of our victory. The 
whole army of McClellan had passed along 
our right wing, and had been permitted, 
as it were, to slip through our fingers. 
There is nothing in the subsequent op- 
erations of our forces to repair the ef- 
fect of this fatal blunder. At Malvern 
Hill the result to us was deplorable in 
the amount of our loss, and negative as 
to any advantage gained over the 
enemy. 

“We are unwilling, however, to dwell 
with any pertinacity upon errors which 
have diminished the fruits of our victo- 
ry, or even upon such staring and enor- 
mous blunders as gave to a defeated en- 
emy open egress to the strongest places 
of refuge he could have desired, as long 
as we may congratulate ourselves that 
the result of the battle of Richmond, 
as a whole, was a success to the Confed- 
eracy, and a most grateful relief to the 
long pent-up anxieties of the people of 
the South. We have raised, at least for 
a time, the siege of Richmond j we have 
the moral effect of at least three dis- 
tinct victories ; and we have taken from 
the defeated enemy a rich and splendid 
prize, in stores, artillery, and prisoners. 
So far, the result of the battle of Rich- 
mond is pleasing and grateful to the 
country. The mixture of disappoint- 
nieiit is in the undeniable fact tbat 
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the field some time after this, and the 
battle was gained. 

“ Having been pushed from his strong- 
hold north of the Chickahominy, the en- 
emy made a strong attempt to retrieve 
his disasters by renewing a concentra- 
tion of his troops at Frazier’s Farm. 
Here, however, the result was less 
doubtful than at Cold Harbor, for here 
it was that General Ambrose P. Hill, 
commanding his own division and that 
of Longstreet, achieved the most re- 
markable victory over the enemy that 
had yet been won— -capturing all the ar- 
tillery that he had engaged, and break- 
ing the last hope of a change of fortune 
which had attended him on his retreat. 
In the fight at Frazier’s Farm >?e detect 
the same error that seems to have im- 
perilled our fortunes in. every stage of 
the (fontest, and to have detracted from 
all the results gained by us, to wit : 
the plan of attacking the enemy in im- 
perfect force, and putting him off by de- 
feating him with one or two divisions, 
when he might have been crushed by a 
fearless and decisive concentration of 
many divisions. At Frazier’s Farm two 
divisions were thrown against the whole 
Yankee army ; and, indeed, the error 
might have been fatal had the com- 
mander on the spot heen less energetic, 
the troops in his small command been 
less devoted, or had the darkness of 
night not obscured their numbers. 

“ From the time of the two principal 
battles (that of Cold Harbor and that 
of Frazier’s Farm), all pretensions of 
the enemy’s resort to strateg}^' must 
cease. His retreat was now unmistak- 


McClellan and his army still exist, 
when we might easily have destroyed 
both, 

“ The Northern newspapers claim that 
the movements of ; McClellan from the 
Chickahominy Kiver were purely strat- 
egic. Up to the first decisive stage in 
the series of engagements — Cold Har- 
bor— there were certainly plain strate- 
gic designs in his backward movement. 
His retirement from Mechanicsville was 
probably voluntary, and intended to 
concentrate his troops lowmr down, 
where he might fight with the advantages 
of numbers and his own selection of po- 
sition. At Elly son’s Mills he had a 
strong position, which was contested 
with desperate obstinacy and taken by 
desperate valoi*. Continuing bis re- 
treat, however, he fixed the decisive 
field at Cold Harbor, where he had mass- 
ed his troops and brought up to action 
his trusted regiments of old United 
States Regulars. He was attacked by 
General Hill’s division in advance, and 
at this critical juncture is to be found 
the most doubtful predicament in which 
the fortunes of the long and elaborate 
contest around Richmond ever stood. 
Had M cClellan won the day her e , his 
right wing would have been in advance 
upon Richmond, and his strategy would, 
have been brilliantly suGceMuL The 
turning point of the battle was when 
Ewell’s division appeared among the 
trees hack of the fork of the roads and 
the house which constitute the locality 
of Cold Harbor. The rest of Jackson’s 
army, and a part, we believe, of Gen- 
eral Longstreet’s division, appeared on 
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able ; it was no longer a falling back to 
concentrate troops for action ; it is, in 
fact, impossible to disguise that it was 
the retreat of an enemy who was dis- 
comfited and whipped, although not 
routed. He had abandoned the rail- 
roads ; he had given up the strong- 
holds which he had provided to secure 
him in case of a check ; he had destroyed 
from eight to ten million dollars’ worth 
of stores ; he had deserted his hospitals, ^ 
his sick and wounded, and he had left 
in our hands thousands of prisoners and 
innumerable stragglers. 

“ Regarding all that had been accom- 
plished ill these battles, the displays of 
the valor and devotion of our troops, 
the expenditure of blood, and the help- 
less and fugitive condition to which the 
enemy had at last been reduced, history 
will record it as a burning shame that 
an enemy in this condition was permit- 
ted to secure his retreat. The result of 
tlie fight at Malvern Hill was to secure 
to the enemy full protection for a re- 
treat, which should have been made a 
rout long before he ever reached there. 
The enemy had made no effort for a 
victory there ; it was a stand, not a bat- 
tle. If he had been let alone he wo?ild 
have gone away the next day of bis own 
accord. The two wings of our army 
were in a position to cut off his retreat 
to the river, and yet nothing was done ! 
but to make an attack, in which we sus- 
tained a great loss, in which the enemy 
was not driven, and by which, in fact, 
he effected exactly what he desired — a 
cover for his retreat. 

“ All that has been said of the ‘ mas- 
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teiiy retreat’ of McClellan, and his dis- 
plays of generalship, sounds very well ; 
but the compliments, we believe, are 
but little deserved, and can scarcely 
serve as excuses to be made to public 
disappointment over the result of the 
battle of Richmond, when we come to 
examine the circumstances in which 
they have been displayed. His ‘ master- 
ly retreat’ consisted in our own blunders. 
He was permitted to get through our 
fingers, when everybody thought we had 
only to close the hand to crush him. He 
has secured a strong position on the 
James River, where he hopes to estab- 
lish a new base of operations. But the 
position he now holds was notorious in 
the military history of the country. It was 
twice occupied by the British when they 
invaded Yirginia, and was pointed out 
as a commanding position for a power 
that was strong on the water, long an- 
terior to the date of McClellan’s gener- 
alship. 

“ We repeat that we are not inclined 
to dimmish the actual result, because 
they have fallen below expectation, and 
it has been unwillingly that we' have re- 
ferred to that part of the history of the 
battle of Richmond which casts a dark 
shadow over the track of our victo- 
ries. The result of the conflict is suf- 
ficiently fortunate to excite joy, and 
grave enough to engage the most seri- 
ous speculations as to the future. In 
the Horth and in Europe its moral ef- 
fect must be immense. It is absolutely 
certain that Richmond cannot be taken 
this year, or by this army of McClellan. 
The mouth of the Yankee G-overnment 
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200 Yankee stragglers and took tlieiii 
all prisoners by frightening them with 
the story that Jackson, with a ‘black 
flag,’ had cut off their retreat, and that 
if they would ^submit, their captors 
would take them into Richmond with- 
out the risk of losing their heads. 

“The Pennsylvania Eleventh (reserve) 
and the Fourth ISTew Jersey were taken 
entire, every commissioned officer^ — col- 
onels, majors, captains, lieutenants, sur- 
geons, and assistant surgeons— 'falling 
into our hands. Beyond these two reg- 
iments the prisoners were mostly Uni- 
ted States Regulars, with a slight sprink- 
ling of Connecticut Yankees. 

“Major-General McCall, of Pennsyl- 
vania, was captured in Friday’s fight by 
a private in General Hill’s division of 
the name of Rawlings. The General' 
insisted upon receiving the prisoner 
from the hands of his captor, who had 
modestly retired and was doing his duty 
in the ranks when the distinguished 
prisoner was escorted to the presence 
of General Hill by an officer. 

“In the possession of a great many 
of the prisoners brought to Richmond 
were found bogus Confederate bills of 
small denominations, which they at- 
tempted to palm upon boys in the streets 
for bread, confectionery, etc. The notes 
were evidently prepared in the FTorth, 
and circulated in McClellan’s army with 
a view to putting them in circulation, 
when the Yankees got into the city of 
Richmond, and thus injure the Confeder- 
ate currency. 

“ The Federal flag, made by the Yan- 
kees to float over our Capitol, was cap- 


is shut from any more promises of a 
speedy termination of the war. The 
powers of Europe see that the Southern 
Confederacy is not yet crushed, or like- 
ly to be crushed by its insolent foe ; and 
we have again challenged the confidence 
of the world in the elasticity of our 
fortunes and the invincible destiny of 
our independence. The results of the 
battle of Richmond are worthy of 
congratulation, although attended with 
unavailing regrets that the valor of 
our troops and the talents of some 
of our generals in the field were 
not I’e warded with greater prizes. Al- 
though the painful fact exists that 
McClellan has secured a position where 
he can receive reinforcements, and where 
he cannot be well attacked, there are yet 
abundant reasons for congratulating the 
country and the army on the events 
Avhich have gone so far to secure the 
safety of our capital and to illuminate 
the fortunes of the Confederacy. 

INCIDENTS. 

“The farmers residing in the neigh- 
borhood of the battle-fields, with great 
unanimity and patriotic devotion, re- 
sponded to the demand for hospital 
accommodations, and opened their 
dwellings and outhouses for the use 
and occupation of the wounded. 

“ Throughout the whole country the 
houses are shattered and nearly shot 
into pieces by the cannon-balls of the 
opposing armies. At Mechanicsville the 
explosion of a shell knocked a large 
house into fragments and killed six men 
who were resting there. 

“ Three Texans came upon a body of 
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tured in the Federal camps, and was 
exhibited with great applause to our 
troops. It was an immense piece of 
work, fully twenty feet long, having 
thirteen stripes and thirty- two stars 
thereon. 'We understand McClellan re- 
ceived it as a present from the ladies of 
the city of Boston, and promised to 
plant it in the veritable ' last ditch’ to 
which the rebels should be run, and 
afterward would elevate it with all mili- 
tary honors on our Capitol at Bichmond. 

‘‘ An interesting incident occurred on 
the Pamunky on Thursday. A raft 
battery, protected with iron sides, was 
annoying our troops in that direction, 
when a regiment of sharpshooters was 
detailed to capture it. They proceeded 
to the brow of a hiU immediately com- 
manding the battery, and opened fire 
down into it. About a dozen Yankees 
were killed and wounded by the volley — 
a shock which took them so much by 
* surprise that they concluded to give up ; 
so, hoisting a shirt out upon a pole, the 


survivors sung out, “We surrender !” 
Our sharpshooters immediately went 
down, took possession, and sent the craft 
to the bottom of the river.” 

The Richmond correspondent of the 
Charleston Mercury writes ; 

“ Mr. Crockers, Superintendent of the 
Army Intelligence Office, states that his 
books show between 11,000 and 12,000 
wounded in the battles before Richmond, 
and thinks the whole number, including 
those in private houses not reported to 
him, will be about 12,500, General 
Lee, I am told, estimates the killed at 
3,500. To these must be added a great 
many who were disabled by exhaustion, 
want of food, and bad water, so that the 
sum total would amount, perhaps, to 
18,000 or 20,000. The per-centage of 
deaths among the wounded has been 
heavy, owing to the hot weather. I 
have heard it put at 80 per cent., but 
this is foolish. No case of amputation 
above the knee is said to have recover- 
ed, but this also I doubt.” 
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CHAPTER XXIX 


Fully aroused to the danger iu which draft.* This, believed to be indispeiis- 
1862 country was placed by the able, was accepted not unwillingly, 
disaster to McClellands army, the in spite of the sacrifice of private 
Government manifested an earnest de- interests it threatened, and the natural 
termination to provide against its conse- repugnance of American citizens to com- 
quences. Soon after the call for 300,000 pulsory service. 

additional volunteers, the President de- The people, patriotically willing as 
manded from the several States the same they were to give generously, and to 
large number of militia to serve for nine suffer all, even to a temporary encroach- 
months, the full term established bv a TX I X ; 77-, , 0^0 

’ Wab, Depaiitmknt, WAsniN^TON, Auffiist ith, looa. 

late act of Congress. Great efforts were Oi-dmd, Firsi—Thal a draft of 300,000 militia be imme- 
made to obtain these 600,000 men by called into the service of ti,c United states, to 

. serve lor nine months, unless sooner discharged. The 

voluntary enlistments. Earge meetings secretary of War will assign the quota.s to the States, and 

were held throughout the country, at establish regulations for the draft. 

■whicll popular orators appealed to the g„,itoniBhll,oquot..of tl.eadjilional!l00,000voluntco» 
patriotism of their hearers. Liberal authorized by law, the dellciency of volunteers .in that 
bounties were offered by the Govern- swe ,viu <vi«o up by a ^ 

ment, and considerable sums of money for this purpose. 

were contributed by private generosity, Regulations win he prepared by the War nepart- 

... . ment and presented to the President, with the object of 

to promote enlistments. securing the promotion of officers of the army and volun- 

Patriotic endeavor and pecuniary ex- teers for meritorious and distinguished services, and of 

penditure, however, were found not to P'<=™tins tb.no, pinat™ »na 

L ’ tary service of incompetent or nnwerthy officers. Ihe 

operate upon the people with 'the rapid- regulations win also provide for ridding the service of sucli 

ity the occasion seemed to demand. The “^competent persons as now hold commissions. 

• By order of the President. 

President accordingly had recourse to a , m. Sxanton, Secretary of War. 





ARBITRARY ORDERS 


merit upon their liberties, were, however, 
disquieted by the subsequent “ orders” 
of the Government “to prevent the eva- 
sion of military ditty.” 

These orders"* forbade any citizen li- 


* Wau Depautjient, Washington, D. C., 
August Qth, 1862. 

Ordered, Mrst — That, all United States marshals and su- 
perintendents, or chiefs of police, of any towni, city, or 
district, he, and they are hereby, authorized and directed 
to arrest and imprison any person or persons who may be 
engaged, by act, speech, or writing, in discouraging vol- 
unteer enlistments, or in any way giving aid and comfort 
to the enemy, or in any other disloyal practice against the 
United States. 

Semid — That an immediate report be made to Major 
L. G. Turner, Judge Advocate, in order that such persons 
may be tried before a military commission. 

7’/iird — ^The expenses of such arrest and imprisonment 
will be certified to the Chief Clerk of the War Department 
for settlement and payment. 

Edwin M. Stanton, Secretary of War. 


Wab Depabtment, Washington City, D. C., ) 
August 8th, 1862. ) 

Ordered, First — ^By direction of the President of the 
United States it is hereby ordered that, until further 
orders, no citizen liable to be drafted into the militia shall 
be allowed to go to a foreign country, and all marshals, 
deputy mai-shals, and military officers of the United 
States are directed, and all police authorities, especially at 
the ports of the United States on the seaboard and on the 
frontier, are requested to see that this order is faithfully 
carried into effect. And they are hereby authorized and 
directed to arrest and detain any person or persons about 
to depart from the United States in violation of this order, 
and report to Major L. C. Turner, Judge Advocate, at 
Washington City, for further instructions respecting the 
person or persons so arrested and detained. 

Second — Any person liable to draft, who shall absent 
himself from his county or State before such draft is 
made, will be arrejsted by any provost marshal or other 
United States or State officer wherever he may be found 
within the jurisdiction of the United States, and conveyed 
to the nearest military post or d^pot, and placed on mili- 
tary duty for the term of the draft ; and the expenses of 
his own arrest and conveyance to such post or dtpot, and 
also the sum of five dollars as a reward to the officer who 
shall make suclr arrest, shall be deducted from his pay. , 
Third — The writ of habeas corpus is hereby suspended in 
re.spect to all persons so arrested and detained, and in 
respect to all persons arrested for disloyal practices. 

Edwin M. Stanton, Secretary of War. 


a,ble to be drafted into the militia to 
go to a foreign country, or even to ab- 
sent himself from bis comity or State. 
Arbitrary as were such orders, there 
would have been, perhaps, a ready com- 
pliance had the necessity of their issue 
been manifest to the common sense of 
the people. Universally stirred as they 
were by an unexampled spirit of pa- 
triotism, they were conscious that none 
but the exceptional few, the cowards 
and the disaffected, would seek to avoid 
the call of duty. It seemed, therefore, 
an unnecessary, stretch of authority on 
the part of Government to take so 
largely from the rights of the citizen 
to accomplish so small an object as 
the prevention of the escape of that 
paltry number who had the disposition 
to leave the country. To hinder the 
flight of perhaps a few hundred, the 
patriotism of a great and loyal nation 
was insulted, and millions of citizens 
were deprived of a right which has 
thus been emphatically declared by an 
authority that none are disposed to 
question : “ ISTo citizen,” says Chancellor 
Kent, “ can be sent abroad, or, under 
the existing law of the land, prevented 
from going abroad, except in those cases 
in which he may be detained by civil 
process or upon a criminal charge. The 
constitutions of- several of the United 
States have declared that all people have 
a natural right to emigrate from the 
State, and have prohibited the interrup- 
tion of that right.” 

It was soon manifest ; that it was im- 
practicable to execute the orders. If 
faithfully carried' out, they would have 





paralyzed at once all the movement of 
trade and the intercourse of society. 
The resident of Brooklyn, for example, 
arrested on the route to his counting- 
house or shop in New York, might he 
forced to Ml in his engagement at the 
hank or in the market, or, seized on his 
return home, be suddenly torn from all 
companionship of wife and chiidren. 
The Goveniinent finally becoming con- 
scious of the impracticability of the or- 
ders, strove to render them less often- 
sive by enjoining in their execution the 
exercise of sound judgment.’^ 


** Wae Dbpabtmbnt, Washington, n. C., ) 
Avgmt 11, 1862. f 

To MxiiiTAEY Gomhandants, Peovoht Mamhai^, U. S. 

MahsIIAM, and PblACB OpI' XGERS : 

Toil will roeeive herewith an order from tlie War De- 
partment to prevent the evasion of military duty, and for 
the suppression of disloyal practices, dated the 8th of Au- 
gust, 1862. 

This order, to he efficient, is necessarily very compre- 
hensive in its terms, and its proper execution requires the 
exercise of sound judgment and discretion by the officers 
to whom its enforcement is intrusted ; and, to guard you 
in its execution, the following instructions are to be ob- 
served; ' ■ 

First — ^The order comprises two classes of persons, viz. ; 
those who are about leaving the United States to evade 
military duty, and those who, for the same purpose, leave 
their own State. Leaving the United States, until the 
military draft is perfected, is ahsolntely prohibited ; but it 
was not the intention of tho order to interfere with the 
transit, from State to Stale, of any persons but tliosc xvho 
designed to evEide military duty. Whenever you liave 
reason to believe that the purpose is to evtide military duty, 
the order will authorize the detention (»f any person leav- 
ing his own State, county, or military district. 

Second — Any person detained may be released on giving 
bonds to the United States, with sufficient security, in tho 
sum of $1,000, conditional for the performance of military 
duty if lie should be drafted, or the providing of a proper 
substitute. 

ITiard — Immediate report is to be made to this office of 
all pcx-sons detained, with tho cause of their detention. 

tburth — You will exorcise the powers of arrest and de- 
tention with caution and forbearance, so as to avoid giv- 
ing annoyance or trouble to any -persons excepting those 


Ie the mean time, while plans for a 
draft were being organized, and the severe 
orders" to secure it were being executed, 
the people were so promptly volunteer- 
ing as to prove, if not tliat the former 
was unnecessary, that the latter were su- 
perfluous. With the additional rein- 
forcements, supplied by the patriotism 
of the country, the Government was ena- 
bled to pursue its military operations with 
renewed vigor. This revival of activity 
was first displayed in Central Virginia, 
where the several coiys d/armee of Ma- 
jor-Generals Fremont, Banks, and jmie 
McDowell had been consolidated 
into one army, and placed under the com- 
mand of Major-General Dope, whose 
energy in the West gave hope of in- 
creased enterprise in the East. 

This appointment of Pope led to a 
request on the part of Fremont to he 
relieved from his command, which was 
granted by the President.f General 

who are seeking to evade the performance of their duty to 
their country. 

The Governors of the respective States are author- 
ized to give passes and permits to their own citizens desir- 
ing to leave the State without intent to evade military 
duty. 

By order of the Secretary of War, 

L. C, TuiiNtm, Judg(! Adv<)cato. 

t The following was the order grautuig.the reque.st of 
Qcnnx*al Fremont : 

“ War l)ni*AimxENT, Wasiiinoton, June 27, 1802. 

“ I. — Major-General John 0. Fremont having reriuested 
to be relieved from the command of the lirst army corps 
of the Army of Virginia,' because, as ho says, the posi- 
tion assigned him by tlie appointment of Major-General 
Pope as cominander-in-chiof of the Army of Virginia is 
subordinate and inferior to that liorctofore held by him, 
and to remain in the suboi-dinate command now assigned 
would, as he says, largely reduce his rank and considcra- 
ation in the service, it is ordered that Major-General 
John C. Fremont be relieved from his command. 

“II, — That Brigadier-General Itufus Kixig be arxd he is 
hereby assigned to the command of the first army corps 











GLOWING ADDRESS OF POPE. 849 


Rufus King was appointed tlie successor 
June Fremont ; but this having given 
rise to much complaint and threats 
of resignation on the part of other offi- 
cers, who claimed priority of rank, he 
was induced to yield the command in fa- 
vor of Q-eneral Sigel. 

General Pope having assumed the 
June command of the consolidated army 
in Central Virginia, began, even 
before taking the field, to exhibit his 
characteristic promptitude and energy 
by issuing m route a glowing address 
and a series of emphatic orders. This 
is the address of General Pope : 

“Washingtok, July 14, 1862. 
“To Tim Officers AND Soldiers of the Army 

OF Virginia: 

“ By special assignment, of the Pres- 
ident of the United States, I have as- 
sumed command of this army. 

“ I have spent two weeks in learning 
your whereabouts, your condition, and 
your wants ; in preparing you for active 
operations, and in placing you in posi- 
tions from which you can act promptly 
and to the purpose. 

“ I have come to you from the West, 
where we have always seen the backs of 
our enemies — from an army whose busi- 
ness it has been to seek the adversary, 
and to beat him when found— whose 
policy has been attack, and not defence. 

“ In but one instance has the enemy 
been able to place our Western armies 
in a defensive attitude. 


of the Ai’my of Virginia, in place of General Frcmout, 
relieved. * 

“ By order of the President. 

Edwin M. Stanton, Secretary of War, 

127 


“ I presume that I have been called 
here to pursue the same s3^stem, and to 
lead you against the enemy. 

“It is my purpose to do so, and that 
speedily. 

“I am sure you long for an opportu- 
nity to win the distinction you are capa- 
ble of achieving. That opportunity I 
shall endeavor to give you. 

“Meaiitime, I desire you to dismiss 
from your minds certain phrases which 
I am sorry to find much in vogue 
among you. 

“I hear constantly of taking strong 
positions and holding them— of lines of 
retreat, and of bases of supplies. Let 
us discard such ideas. 

“ The strongest position a soldier 
should desire to occupy is one from 
which he can most easily advance against 
the enemy. 

“Let us study the probable lines of 
retreat of our opponents, and leave our 
own to take care of themselves, 

“Let us look before, and not behind. 

“ Success and glory are in the advance 
— disaster and shame lurk in the rear. 

“Let us act on this understanding, 
and it is safe to predict that your banners 
shall be inscribed with many a glorious 
deed, and that your names will be dear 
to your countrymen forever. 

“ John Pope, Maj.-Gen. Com’ding.’' 

The severity of the orders in regard 
to the disloyal inhabitants of Virginia, 
jointly with the order of the President, 
embodying the principles of the Con- 
gressional act of confiscation, greatly 
stirred the animosity of the enemy, 
who threatened retaliation. 



’ ----- 
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Tlie j)^^i‘port of General Pope’s or- 
ders, whicli, however, were subse- 
quently modified, and their effect upon 
the enemy, may be gathered from the 
declaration to retaliate, thus officially 
proclaimed : 

“ GENERAL ORDERS NO. 64. 

“Adjutant and Insteotoe-Gisneral’s [ 
Oeeice, Eiohmond, xlug , 1, 1862. ) 

'•'‘First — The following orders are pub- 
lished for the information and observ- 
ance of all concerned. 

' ‘ Second — Whereas, by a general order, 
dated 22d July, 18(32, issued by the 
Secretary of War of the United States, 
under the order of the President of the 
United States, the military commanders 
of that Government, within the States 
of Virginia, South Carolina, Georgia, 
Florida, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, 
Texas, and Arkansas, are directed to 
seize any property, real or personal, be- 
longing to the- inhabitants of this Con- 
federacy, which may be necessary or 
convenient for their several commands ; 
and no provision is made for any com- 
pensation to the owners of private prop- 
erty thus seized and appropriated by the 
military commanders of the enemy. 

“ Third — And whereas, by General 
Order Uo. 11, issued on the 2d day 
of July, 1862, by Major-General Pope, 
commanding the forces of the enemy in 
Northern Virginia, it is ordered that all 
commanders of any army corps, divi- 
sions, brigades, and detached commands, 
will proceed immediately to arrest all dis- 
loyal male citizens within their limits, or 
within their reach, in the rear of their 
respective commands. Such as are will- 


ing to take the oath of allegiance to the 
United States, and will furnisli sufficient 
security for its observance, shall be per- 
mitted to remain at their homes and 
pursue in good faith their accustomed 
avocations. Those who refuse shall be 
conducted South, beyond the extreme 
pickets of the army, and be notified that 
if found again anywhere within our lines, 
or at any point in the rear, they will be 
considered as spies, and subjected to 
the extreme rigor of military law. If 
any person, having taken tlie oatli as 
above specified, be found to have vio- 
lated it, he shall be shot, and his prop- 
erty be seized and applied to the public 
use. 

"Fourth — And wliereas, by an order 
issued on the 13th of July, 1862, by 
Brigadier- General A. Steinwehr, Major 
William Steadman, a cavalry officer of 
Ms brigade, has been ordered to arrest 
five of the most prominent citizens of 
Page County, Virginia, to be held as 
hostages, and to siifibr death in the 
event of any of the soldiers of the said 
Steinwehr being shot by bushwackers, 
by which term is meant the citizens of 
the Confederacy who have taken up 
arms to defend their homes and families. 

" Fifth — And whereas it results from 
the above order that some of the mili- 
tary authorities of the United States, 
not content with the unjust and ag- 
gressive warfare hitherto waged with 
savage cruelty against an unoflbnding 
people, and exasperated by the failure 
of their efforts to subjugate tliem, have 
now deteitoined to violate all the rules 
, and usages of war, and to convert tlie 
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hostilities hitherto waged against armed 
forces into a campaign of robbery and 
murder against unarmed citizens and till- 
ers of the soil. 

Bixtli — And whereas this G-overn- 
meiit, bound by the highest obligations 
of duty to its citizens, is thus driven to 
the necessity of adopting such just 
measures of retribution and retaliation 
as shall seem adequate to repress and 
punish these barbarities ; and whereas 
the orders above recited have only been 
published and made known to this Gov- 
ernment since the signature of a cartel 
for the exchange of prisoners of war, 
which cartel, in so far as it provides for 
an exchange of prisoners hereafter cap- 
tured, would never have been signed or 
agreed to by this Government, if the 
intention to change the war into a sys- 
tem of indiscriminate murder and rob- 
bery had been made known to it ; and 
whereas a just regard to humanity for- 
bids that the repression of crime which 
this Government is thus compelled to 
enforce, should be unnecessarily ex- 
tended to retaliation on the enlisted men 
of the army of the United States, who 
may be unwilling instruments of the 
savage cruelty of their commanders, so 
long as there is hope that the excesses 
of the enemy may be checked or pre- 
vented by retribution on the commis- 
sioned officers, who have the power to 
avoid guilty action by refusing service 
under a government which seeks their 
aid in the perpetration of such infamous 
barbarities. 

Seventh — Therefore it is ordered 
that Major-General Pope, Brigadier- 


General Steinwehr, and £ili commissioned 
officers serving under their respective 
commands, be, and they are hereby ex- 
pressly and specially declared to be not 
entitled to be considered as soldiers, and, 
therefore, not entitled to the benefit of 
the cartel for the parole of future pris- 
oners of war. 

‘‘ Ordered/ — Further, that in the event 
of the capture of Major-General Pope, 
or Brigadier-General Steinwehr, or of 
any commissioned officers serving under 
them, the captive so taken shall be held 
in close confinement so long as the or- 
ders aforesaid shall continue in force, 
and unrepealed by the competent mil- 
itary authority of the United States ; 
and that in the event of the murder of 
any unarmed citizen or inhabitant of 
this Confederacy, by virtue or under 
pretext of one of the orders herein be- 
fore recited, whether with or without 
trial, whether under the pretence of 
such a citizen being a spy or hostage, or 
any other pretence, it shall be the duty 
of the Commanding General of the 
forces of this Confederacy to cause im- 
mediately to be hung, out of the com- 
missioned officers, prisoners as aforesaid, 
a number equal to the number of our 
owm citizens thus murdered by the en- 
emy. By order. 

“ S. Cooper, 

“ Assistant Adjutant General.” 

The following is a copy of the let- 
ter of Jefferson Davis to General Lee, 
instructing him to communicate the 
facts in the above order to the Com- 
mander-in-Ohief of the United States 
armies : 
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“Richmond, Va., July 31, 1862. 

“Sir: On the 23d of this month a 
cartel for a general exchange of prison- 
ers of war was signed between Major- 
G-eneral B. H. Hill, in behalf of the 
Confederate States, and Major-Greneral 
John A. Dix, in behalf of the United 
States. By the terms of that cartel it 
is stipulated that all prisoners of war 
hereafter taken shall be discharged on 
parole till exchanged. Scarcely had 
that cartel been signed, when the mili- 
tary authorities of the United States 
commenced a practice of changing the 
character of the war from such as be- 
comes civilized nations into a campaign 
of indiscriminate robbery and murder. 
The general order issued by the Secre- 
tary of War of the United States in the 
city of Washington, on the very day that 
the cartel was signed in Virginia, di- 
rects military commanders of the United 
States to take the private property of 
our people for the convenience and use 
of their armies without compensation. 

“ The general order issued by Major- 
G-eneral Pope, on the 23d of July, the 
day after the signing of the cartel, di- 
rects the murder of our peaceful inhab- 
itants as spies, if found quietly tilling 
the farms in his rear, even outside of 
his lines j and one of ■ his brigadier- 
generals (Stcinwehr) has seized upon 
innocent and peaceful inhabitants to be 
held as hostages, to the end that they 
may be murdered in cold blood, if any 
of his soldiers are killed by some un- 
known persons whom he designates as 
‘bushwackers.’ Under this state of 
facts, -the Government has issued the 


inclosed general order, recognizing Gen- 
eral Pope and his commissioned offi- 
cers to be in the position they have 
chosen for themselves — ^that of robbers 
and murderers, and not that of public 
enemies, entitled, if captured, to be 
considered as prisoners of war. We 
find ourselves driven by our enemies, by 
steady progress, toward a practice which 
we abhor, and which we are vainly 
struggling to ovoid. Some of the mil- 
itary authorities of the United States 
seem to suppose that better success will 
attend a savage war, in which no quarter 
is to be given, and no age or sex to be 
spared, than has bitberto been secured 
by such liostilities as are alone recog- 
nized to be lawful by civilized men in 
modern times. 

“ For the present we renounce our 
right of retaliation on the innocent, and 
shall continue to treat the private en- 
listed soldiers of General Pope’s army 
as prisoners of war ; but if, after no- 
tice to the Government at Washington 
of our confining repressive measures to 
the punishment only of commissioned 
officers, who are willing participants in 
these crimes, the savage practices are 
continned, wo sliall luluctautly be forced 
to the last resort of accepting the war 
chosen by our foes, until the outraged 
voice of a common liinnanity forces a 
respect for the recognized rules of war. 
While these facts would justify our re- 
fusal to execute the generous cartel, by 
which we have consented to liberate an 
excess of thousands of prisoners hold 
by us beyond the number held by the 
enemy, a sacred regard to plighted faith. 



shrinking from the mere semblance of 
breaking a promise, prevents our resort 
to this extremity. 

“hfor do we desire to extend to any 
other forces of the enemy the punish- 
ment meted above to General Pope and 
such commissioned officers as choose to 
participate in the execution of his infa- 
mous orders. 

“You are therefore instructed to 
communicate to the Commander-in- 
Chief of the armies of the United States 
the contents of this letter and a copy 
of the inclosed general order, to the 
end that he may be notified of our in- 
tention not to consider any officers here- 
after captured from General Pope’s army 
as prisoners of war. 

“ Very respectfully yours, etc., 

“Jeff. Davis. 

“ General R. E. Lee, Com’ding, etc.” 

General Pope began at once to con- 
centrate hiS'Scattered forces, and to pre- 
pare to advance against the enemy. 
Detachments were pushed forward as 
far as Luray, on the west slope of the 
Blue Ridge, and the towns of Warren- 
ton and Little Washington being aban- 
doned by the enemy and occupied by 
the Union troops, reconnoitring forces 
drove the enemy’s scouts and guerrilla 
bands from Culpepper Court House and 
Orange Court Plouse, and penetrated as 
far south as Gordonsville, the junction 
July of the Orange and Alexandria and 
58* Yirginia Central railroads, where 
they destroyed a large quantity of rail- 
road property and stores. 

July An expedition sent out by Gen- 
eral ^ing, consisting of the Harris 


Light Cavalry, Colonel Davies, was ex- 
ecuted in an equally spirited and suc- 
cessful manner. 

“ They left Fredericksburg,” reported 
General Pope, “at seven p.m., on the 
19th, and after a forced march during 
the night, made a descent at daylight 
upon the Yirginia Central Railroad at 
Beaver Dam Creek, twenty-five miles 
west of Hanover Junction, and thirty-five 
miles from Richmond. They destroyed 
the railroad and telegraph line for sev- 
eral miles, burned up the depot, which 
contained 40,000 rounds of musket am- 
munition, one hundred barrels of flour, 
and much other valuable property, and 
brought in a captain in charge as a pris- 
oner. The whole country was thrown 
into a great state of alarm. One pri- 
vate was wounded on our side. The 
cavalry marched eighty miles in thirty 
hours. The affair was most successful, 
and reflects high credit upon the com^ 
mandihg officer and his troops.” 

A second expedition, also sent out by 
General Ring from Fredericksburg juiy 
on the road to Richmond, met and 
defeated a body of the enemy’s horse, a 
hundred strong, near Carmel church, 
burned their camp and six cars loaded 
with corn, and broke the telegraph to 
Gordonsville. On the return of the 
Unionists they were attacked by a 
large body of Stuart’s cavalry, who 
were however defeated, driven across 
the Horth Anna River, and pursued 
within sight of Hanover Junction, “ A. 
march of seventy miles, the encounter 
and defeat of two bodies of rebel cav- 
alry were accomplished,” reported Gen- 
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eral Pope, “in twenty-nine hours, and 
without the loss of a man.” 

These successful movements were, 
however, merely preliminary • to a gen- 
eral concentration and advance of his 
July forces hy G-eneral Pope, who now 
assumed the command in person. 

The enemy, aroused to their danger, 
had in the mean time advanced from 
Richmond to Grordonsville, where they 
posted their main body, but threw for- 
ward their advance and scouts as far as 
Orange Court House. 

A reconnoitring column, however, 
under General Crawford, having 
crossed the Rapidan, succeeded 
in clearing Orange Court House of the 
two regiments of cavalry which occu- 
pied it, and taking possession of the 
town. Eleven of the enemy were kill- 
ed and fifty-two taken prisoners. The 
Union loss was but two killed and three 
wounded. The railroad and telegraph 
line to Gordonsville were at the same time 
destroyed. The subsequent movements 
of the army of General Pope, and the 
bloody encounter at Cedar Mountain 
which resulted, are best related by the 
General himself, ^ 

“ On Thursday morning,” says Gen- 
Aiig. oral Pope, in his report of A,ugust 
1 3tli, ‘ ‘ the enemy crossed the 
Rapidan at Barnett’s Ford, in heavy 
force, and advanced strong on the road to 
Culpepper and Madison Court House. I 
had established my whole force on the 
turnpike between Culpepper and Sperry- 
viile, ready to concentrate at either place 
as soon as the enemy’s plans were devel- 
oped. . 


“ Early on Friday it became apparent 
that the move on Madison Court House 
was merely a feint to detain the army 
corps of General Sigel at Sperry ville, 
and that the main attack of the enemy 
would be at Culpepper, to which place 
I had thrown forward part of Generals 
Banks’ and McDowell’s corps. Briga- 
dier-General Bayard, with part of the 
rear of McDowell’s corps, who was in 
advance near the Rapidan, fell slowly 
back, delaying and embarrassing the 
enemy’s advance as far as possible, and 
capturing some of his men. 

“The forces of Generals Banks and 
Sigel, and one of the divisions of Gen- 
eral McDowell’s corps, were rapidly 
concentrated at Culpepper during Fri- 
day and Friday night, Banks’ corps be- 
ing pushed forward live miles south of 
Culpepper, with Ricketts’ division of 
McDowell’s corps three miles in his rear. 

“ The corps of Genei*al Sigel, wdiieJi 
had marched all night, was halted in 
Culpepper to rest for a few hours. 

“On Saturday the enemy advanced 
rapidly to Cedar Mountain, the sides 
of which they occupied in heavy force. 

“ General Banks was instructed to 
take up his position on the ground oc(iU“ 
pied by Orawford’s brigade, of his com- 
i maud, which had been thrown out the 
I day previous to observe the enemy’s 
movements. He was directed not to 
advance beyond that point, and if at- 
tacked by the enemy to defend his posi- 
tion and send hack timely notice. 

“ It was my desire to have time to 
give the corps of General Sigel all the 
rest possible after their forced march, 
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and to bring forward all the forces at 
my disposal. 

‘ ‘ The artillery of the enemy was 
opened early in the afternoon ; but he 
made no advance until nearly live 
o’clock, at which time a few skirmishers 
were thrown forward on each side under 
cover of the heavy wood in which his 
force was concealed. 

“ The enemy pushed forward a strong 
force in the rear of his skirmishers, and 
General Banks advanced to the attack. 

“ The engagement did not fairly open 
until after six o’clock, but for an hour 
and a half was furious and unceasing. 

“ Throughout the cannonading, which 
at first was desultory, and directed 
mainly against the cavalry, I had con- 
tinued to receive reports from General 
Banks that no attack was apprehended, 
and that no considerable infantry force 
of the enemy had come forward. 

“ Y et, toward evening, the increase in 
the artillery firing having satisfied me 
an engagement might be at hand, 
though the lateness of the hour ren- 
dered it unlikely, I ordered General 
McDowell to advance Ricketts’ division 
to support General Banks, and directed 
General Sigel to bring his men upon the 
ground as soon as possible. 

“ I arrived personally upon the field 
at seven p.m., and found the action rag- 
ing furiously. The infantry firing was 
incessant and severe. 

‘‘ I found General Banks holding the 
position he took up eaily in the morn- 
ing. His losses were heavy. 

“Ricketts’ division was immediately 
pushed forward and occupied the riglit 


of General Banks, the brigades of Craw- 
ford and Gordon being directed to change 
their position from the right and mass 
themselves in the centre. 

“ Before this change could be effected 
it was quite dark, though the artillery 
fire continued at short range without in- 
termission. 

‘ ‘ The artillery fire at night, by the 
Second and Fifth Maine batteries in 
Ricketts’ division of General McDow- 
ell’s corps, was most destructive, as was 
readily observable the next morning in 
the dead men and horses and broken 
gun-carriages of the enemy’s battery 
which had been advanced against it. 

“Our troops rested on their arms 
during the night in line of battle, the 
heavy shelling being kept up on both 
sides until midnight. 

“At daylight the next morning the 
enemy fell back two miles from our 
front, and still higher up the mountain. 

" Our pickets at once advanced and 
occupied the ground. 

‘ ‘ The fatigue of the troops, from long 
marches and excessive heat, made it im- 
possible for either side to resume the 
action on Sunday. The men were there- 
fore allowed to rest and recruit the whole 
day, our only active operation being of 
cavalry on the enemy’s flank and rear. ^ 

‘ ‘ M onday was spent in burying the 
dead and in getting off the wounded. 

“ The slaughter was severe on both 
sides, most of the fighting being hand to 
hand. 

' ‘ The dead bodies of both armies 
were found mingled together in masses 
over the whole ground of the conflict. 
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and Sigel brought forward their respec- 
tive coirmiands and established them in 
the field, and of their cheerfol and 
hearty co-operation with me from be- 
ginning to end. 

“ Brigadier-G-eneral Koberts, chief of 
cavalry of this army, was with the ad- 
vance of our forces on Friday and Sat- 
urday, and was conspicuous lor his 
gallantry and for the valuable aid he 
rendered to G-enerals Banks and Craw- 
ford. 

“ Our loss was about 1,500 killed, 
wounded, and missing, of whom 290 
were taken prisoners. As might be ex- 
pected from the cha,racter of the en- 
gagement, a very large proportion of 
these were killed. 

‘ ‘ The enemy ^s loss in killed, wounded, 
and prisoners, we are now satisfied, is 
much in excess of our own.” 

General Buford, who was sent in pur- 
suit of the retiring enemy, thus reported 
the results of his operations ; 

“I have the honor to report,” wrote 
the General on the ISth of August, 
“ that, in obedience to instructions re- 
ceived from the Major-General com- 
manding the Army of Virginia, this 
morning I proceeded in tlie direction of 
Orange Court House, with, the .Bhrst V er- 
, mont, Colonel Tompkins ; First Michi- 
gan, Colonel Broadhead ; First Virginia, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Richmond ; Fifth 
Hew York, Colonel BeForest (cavahy 
regiments), and four pieces of artillery. 

“ About three or four miles from your 
headcpiarters I discovered the pickets 
of the enemy, and soon after two large 
bodies of cavalry, and the woods filled 


t'The burying of the dead was not 
completed until dark on Monday, the 
heat being so terrible that severe work 
was not possible. 

“On Monday night the enemy fled 
from the field, leaving many of his dead 
unburied, and his wounded on the ground 
and along the road to Orange Court 
House, as will be seen from General 
Buford’s dispatch. 

‘ ' A cavalry and artillery force under 
0-eneral Buford was immediately thrown 
forward in pursuit, and followed the en- 
emy to the Rapidan, over which he 
passed with his rear-guard by ten o’clock 
in the morning. 

“ The behavior of General Banks’ 
corps during the action was very fine. 
No greater gallantry and daring could 
be exhibited by any troops. 

“ I cannot speak too highly of the 
coolness and intrepidity of General 
Banks himself during the whole of the 
engagement. He was in front, and ex- 
posed as much as any man in Ms com- 
mand. His example was of the greatest 
benefit to his troops, and he merits and 
should receive tlie commendation of his 
Government. 

“ Generals Williams, Augur, Gordon, 
Crawford, Briiice, Green, and Geary 
behaved with conspicuous gallantry. 

‘ ‘ Augur and Geary were severely 
wounded, and Prince, by losing his 
way ill the dark, while passing from one 
fiank to another, fell into the hands of 
the enemy. 

“ I desire publicly to express my ap- 
preciation of the prompt and skilful 
manner in which Generals McDowell 
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witli footmen. A strong line of sldr- 
mishers was thrown out, who rode along 
in the pathway. When in range of the 
enemy a few shells were thrown, which 
dispersed him in all directions. The 
footmen kept in the woods, and fled by 
Rapidan Station. The cavalry fled down 
the Orange Court House roads. 

“ I pursued them cautiously, fearing 
an ambuscade, to Crooked River, which 
had swollen to such an extent that my 
artillery could not cross. Part of the 
First Yennont and First Yirginia cav- 
alry swam the river, and continued the 
pursuit to Robinson River, which was 
so full and turbulent as to be extremely 
dangerous. 

“ In the pursuit, a good many prison- 
ers wounded in Saturday’s fight were 
found almost abandoned. Major An- 
drews, chief of artillery to G-eneral 
Jackson, was found badly wounded at 
Crooked River, in charge of an assistant 
surgeon. 

The flight of the enemy after Satur- 
day’s fight was most precipitate and in 
great confusion. His old camp was 
strewn with dead men, horses, and arms. 
His flag of truce yesterday to bury his 
dead afforded some more time for his 
escape. 

“ The enemy to-day has the benefit 
of a hard rain, which put higli water 
between us.” 

G-eneral Jackson, though his flight 
was “ most precipitate,” gave proof of 
his' characteristic skill in retreat, by 
managing to move off all his supposed 
large force safely, excepting a few 
stragglers.” 

128 


Both antagonists claimed the victory 
on that bloody field of Culpepper. Gen- 
eral Halleck, the commander-in-chief 
of the United States forces, expressed 
his satisfaction with the result, and paid 
an emphatic tribute to the gallantry of 
General Pope and his armjn* 

The enemy f manifested no less satis- 
faction with the conduct of their army 
and its commander, and boasted of a vic- 
tory over superior numbers. With the 
capture of several of General Pope’s of- 
ficers, the Confederate Government was 
enabled to put into execution its threat- 
ened acts of retaliation, and according- 
ly refused to treat them with the con- 
sideration due to honorable prisoners of 
war. 

General Pope, daily receiving rein- 
forcements, was emboldened to continue 
his advances on the north of the Rapidan, 
the crossing of which the enemy, in 
strong force on the other side, seemed 
disposed to dispute. 

General Burnside having landed at 
Acquia Creek, with the troops he had 
so successfully led in North Carolina, 
and being strengthened by reinforce- 
ments from McClellan’s camp on the 
James River and other quarters, occu- 
pied Fredericksburg, and prepared to 

* Washington, 15, 18G2. 

Majob-Genkiial Pope: 

Your telegram of last evening was most satisfactory, 
and I congi-atulate you and your army, and particularly 
General Banks and lais corps, on your hard-earned but 
brilliant success against vastly superior numbers. Your 
troops have covered themselves with glorj', and Cedar 
Mountain will be known in history as one of the great 
battle-fields of the war. 

H. W. Haeleck, General-in-Chie^f. 

•{• The strength of the enemy was computed to be 
24,913 men. 
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co-operate with Pope's army on the 
Rapidan. 

General McClellan himself made a 
show of activity, either with the view of 
creating a diversion in favor of General 
Pope or of concealing an important 
manceuvre of his own army, which will 
soon be related. 

Malvern Hill, which had boon the 
last and bloodiest scone of the six days’ 
struggle during McOleJlan’s retreat, was 
coin inn under the 


now occupied liy a 

command of General Houlnn-, after a enemy, by whom nolliing was attempted 
iiig. severe artillery engagement with to embarrass the movement. it was 
the enemy. This position, how- reported'"* “that Major-General Mn- 

ever, was only held a single day, when Olollau had. stoutly pr(,)tcsted against its 

(General Hooker skilfully retired on the policy, and even went so far as to repair 
approach of the enemy in great num- to .Fortress Monroe, from then' to hold, 

bers, who were allowed to re-occupy telegraphic comimmieation. with the an- 

the tiill without resistance. thorities at AYasliingtoii, and if possible 

Greatly annoyed by the enemy’s fre- to induce them to alter their plan of op- 
quent interruptions to his only commii- orations. 

iiication, McClellan drove the enemy “ General McCHedhui contended that 
away from the right bank of the James inasmuch a.s Po])e has drawn the larg- 
River, which ].ie occupied with a consid- est portion of the rebel forces to the 
erahle force. He thus secured his camp, Shenandoah valle}”, our a.rniy could 
his guii-boats, and transports from the march into Richmond withiii ■ twenty- 
fire of artillery to which they had been four liours after ree.eiving orders to that 
hitherto exposed. Having thus pro- etlect. Rut the Army of the Potomac 
vided for the safety of his army, he at must leave its advancotl posiiicin, give 
the same time bent all his energies to- up the hard-earned laurels won on the 
ward restoring it to its former effective peninsula, and return — where ? Prob- 
condition. The sick, wounded, and in- ably to a place whore stereotyped dis- 
capable were sent away by thousands, patches may he sent every day that 
and the serviceable were got ready for ‘ everything is puiet on the linos of the 
immediate and active duty, preparatory .Potomac.’ There is not a man in 
to a movement in co-operation with the McClellan’s entire array, who has the 
new campaign in Virginia. faculty to reflect upon the state of af- 

The important manoeuvre for which fairs, that docs not hang his liead in 
, McClellan had been preparing his army cill^ndent n. y. m 
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THE WAR m THE WEST. 


mortification at tlie idea of a retrograde howeyer, by a movement whicli secured 
movement. • Every one regrets it, and the safety of an army so dearly cherished 
the question among them naturally for its proven courage, and set it free to 
arises, ‘ What are we to do next ” perform that service to the country of 
The public confidence was encouraged, which it was known to be capable. 


CHAPTEE XXX. 

The Character of the War in the West. — Beaui'egard’s Army broken np. — ^Di.sposition of its parts. — General Bragg 
Succeeds Beauregard. — Eumors in regard to the latter. — Movements of Bragg. — Van Dorn at Vicksburg.^ — Kirby 
Smith at Chattanooga. — Price on the Mississippi. — Disposition of the Union Generals in the West, — A war of Posts. 
— Advantage to the Enemy. — The Guerrilla Warfare. — ^Audacious Exploits of Morgan.— His Piaid into Kentucky.— 
Ohio and Indiana invaded. — General Alarm. — Safe return of Morgan. — His Deeds summed up, — xigaiti in the 
Saddle — Capture of Gallatin. — Attack on McCook.— Exploits of Forrest.— Nashville in Danger. —The Activity of 
the Enemy in East Tennessee. — ^Attack on Tazewell. — Capture of Clarksville. — ^^lorgan again at Gallatin. — Bragg 
concentrates a large Force at Chattanooga.— Great Designs. — Agitation in Kentucky .—Action of Magoffin.— His 
Kesignation. — His Successor.— Trouble in Missouri. — Activity of Guerrillas. 

After the retreak’’ of the ciiomy uu- centrated liosts which had struggled to- 

der General Beauregard from Cor- gether on the field of Shiloh, and had 
I8®2« ° ^ ' 

inth, the character of the war in so long confronted each other before 

the West became changed. The con- Corinth, were broken into detachments, 


* The following is the enemy’s account of Beauregard’s 
retreat from Ourinth : 

“ Tlje enemy helbre Corinth would not accept battle in 
the open held, although his forces greatly exceeded ours. 
Between the lirst and the la.st of May we marched out of 
our intrenchments four times and offered him battle. At 
Farmington, on the 9 th, wo attacked his position and took 
it, almost without resistance. He made no effort ho rein- 
force or .support the brigades which occupied that place, 
and they s(H)n retired before the superior forces we brought 
against them. 

“This, and subsequent events, proved that the enemy 
wa,s resolved not to give uS battle except behind bis own 
hreast-works, and when ho would have in his favor every 
advantage which superiority of position, of ffu'ces, and of 
means ct)uld give him. lie sought to inve.st Corinth, and 
by means of bis va,st resources and of his convenient 
depots on the Tennessee River to compel its .surrender. 

“ After full consideratiuii of tlu;.se facts, General Beaure- 
gard resolved to withdraw his army to a position whei'e 
the enemy would be compelled either to give battle in a 
fair field or to confess before the world that he dare not do 
BO. The preparations for withdrawing tho forces com- 


menced about one week liefore we left Corinth. The in- 
terval was occupied in cutting out and opening wagon 
roads to our rear, and in moving the sick, the heavy bag- 
gage, and the surplus stores of the army. 

“ On the 28th the troops, ready for battle, moved out 
from their ijitrenchnrents and took position before the 
lines of the enemy. , 

“ The writer of this can only state what was subsequent- 
ly done by the Army of the WcBt. coniinanded by General 
Van Dorn. For more than two daj’s and nights we re- 
mained within a mile or little move of the enemy’s main 
forces. During tbis time we had several inconsiderable 
afftiins with his advanced troops. A Texas regiment, com- 
manded by Lieutenant-Colonel Lane, attacked two regi- 
ments on the morning of the 29th and drove them back 
to their main body, after inliicting heavy loss. 

“ A hastily constructed redan, in which were placed two 
twelve pounders and two twenty-four pounders of a field 
battery, gave great annoyancfs to the enemy, silencing his 
guns whenever he brought them up, and driving off in 
confusion a large force of infantry. 

“ At t'leven o’clock on the night of the oOth tlie ad- 
vanced brigade of tho Army of the West commenced to 
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some of which were sent to reinforce the 
armies in Yirginia, some to guard and 

witMraw from before the army commanded by General 
John Pope. The rear-guard moved at about half-pust one 
o’clock AM. The night ^Yas dark. The ambulance, ord- 
nance, and artillery train was long,- and the columrr moved 
very slowly, so that it was eight a.m. before the rear- 
guard had crossed Bridge Creek, live miles from where it 
had moved at half-past one a.m. 

“The whole army, with every wheeled vehicle belong- 
ing to it, having passed this creek, i;he rear-guard remained 
to obstruct and defend the passage until the army could 
have time to take up its positioir for battle, in tbe event 
of the enemy ’ 8 resolving to follow us. 

‘ ‘ The passage of the creek was soon effectually block- 
aded, and the rear-guard took position to oppose the 
enemy. Here we remained until eleven o'clock, quietly 
awaiting the approach of General Pope's army. Wo then, 
leaving our cavalry with orders to remain for several hours, 
\inless forced by the enemy, resumed our march. 

“We marched slowly, stopping to obstruct all passes, 
until about five o'clock in the afternoon, Avhen wo rejoined 
the army, encamped upon a creek about eleven miles from 
our camp at Corinth. The cavalry of the rear-guard re- 
joined us about sunset, and reported no signs of the enemy 
being in our rear. 

“ The next day we inarched thirteen miles, and en- 
camped several miles beyond Boone ville ; on the next day 
■we marched to Baldwin, about twelve miles, and took po- 
sition to receive an attack in case the enemy could re- 
solve to make one. We waited for him here six days, 
when we moved to Tupello for the sake of better water. 
From the first to the last of this extraordinary movement 
wc had no intimation of a desire for action on the part of 
the enemy or any jiortion of his fi.)rc;eH. It is ditficuit to 
account for this upon any other supposition than that ho 
dared not attack ns. Military men, and the common 
sense of the people, -will ascribe his comluct to this cause 
alone. 

“No movement was ever conducted wuth more complete 
success than was our change of position from the imme- 
diate front of the enemy to where we now are, without 
loss of men or mal,erial. We destroyed in Otuinih an in- 
considerable amount of stores. A railroad bridge over 
the Tuscumhia was ordered to be burned at sunrise of the 
31st ult. The officer charged with the duty executed it 
according to his orders. Unfortunately, seven trains of 
cars loaded with stores had not yet passed, and were con- 
sequently destroyed by our troops. On the 30tli the 
enemy sent a detachment of cavalry down to Booneville, 
which we failed to intercept. This detachment appears 
to have been cleverly commanded ; it got well behind us, 
destroyed our railroad train of stores, and escaped the 
parties which had beeti sent to attack it. 

“Besides these, there were no contretemps or accidents 


strengthen the various posts in Missouri, 
Arkansas, Kentucky, Tennessee, Missis- 
sippi, Alabama, Louisiana, Georgia, and 
South Carolina, and others to take part 
ill the guerrilla warfare w^hich now pre- 
vailed in most of those States. 

General Beauregard, having been re- 
lieved of the command of the Confederate 
army of the Mississippi, was succeeded 
by General Bragg. The mysterious 
movements of the former gave rise to 
much vague conjecture. At one time 
he was reported to he actively engaged 
in the defence of Richmond, whither, un- 
doubtedly, many of his best troops had 
been sent ; at another, to have been re- 
moved from, command and disgraced for 
his retreat from Corinth ; and again, to 
have retired for ever from service, so 
broken in spirit and weakened in mind as 

to interfere with the complete executi(.>n of one of the 
most remarkable feats of the war. 

“ The statements of General Pope that he took 10,000 
prisoners and 15,000 stand of arms can be readily explained 
by those who kuowtlie fervor of Ids sanguine imaginatiou. 
Tiie results of his ‘ hard pushing’ in pursuit of an enemy 
he dared not come up with, will bo found to be us real 
as the gushing artesian ■wells ■^vhich his official reports de- 
veloped on the staked plains, during llu; three years’ ex- 
pensive explorations which ho conducted in thoK(^ regions. 

■•■It is more uu-xpHcahlo that the commauder-in-cblef 
of the enemy’s groat army can umlcrlake io satisfy his 
public by such chaff as is contained in ids offUuaJ dis- 

])atch of tlio Inst., and -tliat lie sliouid endeavor to 

gloss over his failure by forwarding to Ids Goverumeut 
tbe transparent invoutious of General .lobn .i*ope. How 
depraved must a i>eople be, how degraded a Government, 
■svben, in this age of intelligence and of moral progress, its 
great military commanders lay aside truth and resort to 
shallow falsehoods to servo as temporary substitutes for 
victories they dare not attempt ! 

“This movement of General Beauregard will convince 
ali military men that ho is the master of General Halleck 
; in the art of war. And all will perceive tliat our troops 
are regarded by the enemy as very formidable antago- 
nists, since they dare not engage us when greatly out- 
numbering us, unless protected by their gun-boats ox 
breast- works.” 
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to be indisposed and incapable of further 

to the West, was at Tuscumbia ; Cor- 



duty. Gen. Bragg, in the mean time, hav- 

inth was held by two divisions under 



ing made a stand with a portion of the 

command of General Thomas : General 



fugitives of Beauregard’s army at Greri- 

Sherman was also in Mississippi ; Gen- 



ada, Okolona, and Tupello, was hovering 

eral McGlernand was at Jackson, in 



about the borders of Mississippi and Al- 

Tennessee ; General Kelson at Hash- 



abama to guard those States against 

ville j General Pope had been called to 



invasion from the ITiiioii troops which 

the command in Central Yirginia, and 



occupied Grand J unction, Corinth, Flor- 

General Mitchell ordered to Washington 



ence, Huntsville, Tuscumbia, and other 

in consequence of charges of misconduct. 



points on the Memphis and Bichmond 

With this dispersion of the opposing 



Bailroad and the Tennessee Biver. Gen- 

armies, the struggle in the West became 



eral Yan Dorn had taken the command 

a war of posts and guerrillas. So fully 



at Yicksburg, whose success in the de- 

occupied were the scattered Union 



fence of that city has been already 

troops in holding the cities and strate- 



related. Ghattanooga, in southeastern 

gic positions on the railways and rivers 



Tennessee, was still held by the enemy 

which had been wrested from the en- 



in considerable force under General Kir- 

emy, that it was found impossible to 



by Smith, and in the northeast of the 

concentrate them in sufficiently large 



same State they were sufficiently pow- 

bodies for carrying on an offensive cam- 



erful to check the immediate advance 

paign. This proved of great advantage 



of the Hnion troops, which, however, 

to the enemy, who, finding that they 



' had secured possession of the pass of 

were no longer in danger of being over- 



the Cumberland Gap. 

whelmed by great armies which cbuld 



General Brice was manoeuvring on 

be only opposed by great armies, at a 



the borders of the Mississippi Biver, 

cost which, with their inferior resources, 



with the view of co-operating with the 

they could not well sustain, gladly ac- 



enemy in Arkansas and marching once 

cepted the change in the style of war- 



more into Missouri, which had so fre- 

fare. Our necessity thus became their 



quently suffered from his merciless 

opportimity. With their armies divi- ; 



"Aaids.t.r ■ ■ ■ ■ 

ded into small detached forces and guer- : 



On the departure of General Halleck 

rilla bands, they could now make the ■ 



July to assume his high p osition at W ash- 

war self-supporting. There was no fur’- 



20. ington, General Grant became the 

ther need of commissary and paymaster, 



commander-in-chief of the Union forces 

lor their adventurous soldiers were wall- 



in the West, and soon after, being ap- 

ing to trust to their own unrestrained 



pointed to the command of Western. 

enterprise for supplies, subsistence, and 



Tennessee, proceeded to Memphis. Gen- 

payment of wages. The war being. 



oral Buell wms stationed at Huntsville, 

moreover, in their own country, they 



Alabama ; Bosecrans, lately transferred 

were familiar with every road, pass, and 
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liiding-place, and thus could surprise 
and attack with effect, or fly and escape 
with impunity. 

The enemy soon gave proof of their 
skill and enterprise in a rapid succession 
of guerrilla attacks in Missouri, Ken- 
tucky, and Tennessee. It is impossible 
to narrate in detail these movements of 
an irregular warfare, so offensive to the 
dignity of the official bulletin, and so 
perplexing to the industry of the curi- 
ous chronicler, that the one does not 
condescend, and the other is unable, to 
record them. A general statement, 
however, will suffice for the purposes of 
this narrative, and be sufficient to give 
the reader an idea of the progress of 
the civil war, and the character of the 
struggle in that portion of the country 
where this irregular warfare was waged. 

The audacious expeditions of the 
leader Morgan were the most notable of 
these guerrilla expeditions of the enemy. 
This daring partisan chief having crossed 
from Tennessee into Kentucky with a 
small band of horsemen, which, however, 
he increased to several thousands on his 
march, surprised and captured at Tank- 

insville 2T0 men of the Seventh Penn- 

"" 

sylvania llcgirnent, with a large quan- 
tity of stores and munitions of war. He 
then passed rapidly into the interior of 
Kentucky, showing himself now at 
G-lasgow, and soon after at Lebanon, 
where he ‘ ‘ burned the town and robbed 
the bank.’’ Again in the saddle, he 
crossed the Kentucky River, threaten- 
ing Lexington and Frankfort. He, how- 
July ever, passed beyond to the north, 
and penetrated almost to the bor- 


ders of Ohio. Paris and Oynthiana, — ' 
the latter oidy sixty miles from Cincin- 
nati — were surprised and captured, and 
the people of Ohio even became anxious 
lest the daring marauder should invade 
their State. He, however, suddenly chan- 
ged his course, and sent a squad of his 
troops to Henderson (Ky.), which juiy 
they captured, and thence crossing 
the Ohio River into Indiana, took pos- 
session of Kewburg. 

The tact is thus described by the 
Evansville (Ind.) f/oii/rnal, July 18 : 

“ About three o’clock yesterday after- 
noon our city was thrown into great ex- 
citement by the arrival of a messenger 
from Kewburg, with the intelligence 
that a squad of forty of A. R. John- 
son’s marauders had crossed the river at 
Newburg and plundered the hospital at 
that place. 

“ The signal of danger was at once 
given, and in less than one hour 1,000- 
men were under arms, and cannon went 
rattling through our streets. The city, 
which has been in a most lamentable 
state of torpor for months, was thor- 
oughly aroused, and every man who 
could get a musket, rifle, shot-gun, or 
revolver was at once under arms, and 
hundreds more were eagerly seeking 
weapons for aggression or defence.- 

The alacrity with which the citizens 
responded gave most cheering evidence 
that when convinced of danger our peo- 
ple are equal to any emergency. A 
company of infantry, with a squad of 
artillery with two guns, left on board 
the Eugene, at half-p)ast five o’clock, for 
Kewburg. 
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“ Captain Dexter had the Courier 

had crossed the river, and which they 



fired up with all dispatch, and having 

took possession of. 



armed his crew, and with a small squad 

“ A man on the point, dressed in a 



of infantry, steamed ofi’ up the river. 

red shirt, stepped out of the brush and 



He was fearfully in earnest, and de- 

fired on the boat with a shot-gun, wound- 



dared his determination to prevent the 

ing one of the hands on the boat slightly. 



rebels from re-crossing the river, if they 

The boys on the boat fired into the brush, 



were found on this side, and to use the 

hut with what effect is not known. 



Courier as a rain in case of need. The 

They took one man prisoner, whom they 



saucy little Courier went out ‘ dying 

handed over to the Eugene. The Con- 



light and running for glory,’ 

rier, having performed her mission, re- 



“ The Eugene made excellent time 

turned to the city. 



also, and with guns on each guard and 

“ The Eugene proceeded to Hewburg. 



decks, and crowded with men, made a 

It is said the rebels had four pieces of 



iormidable appearance. 

artillery planted on the Kentucky shore. 



“We learn that the chivalrous horde, 

If this is so, and they remained there 



who make war on sick soldiers in un- 

until the Eugene arrived, there would 



guarded hospitals, did not tarry long in 

be somebody hurt, sure, as our boys 



NTe whurg, hut skulked back across the 

went up to rid the world of all such 



river after they had stolen what they 

cowardly thieves as those who rob hos- 



could. 

pitals. 



“ A Union soldier arrived from Hew- 

“ Several reports of artillery were 



burg after dark last night. He says the 

heard about eight o’clock, since which 



rebels numbered thirty-two men. They 

time all has been quiet. Evansville is 



stole all the arms and equipments to be 

full of armed men, and an earnest spirit 



found, a lot of provisions, par oiled all 

prevails. It is supposed the guerrillas 



the Union soldiers in the hospital, stole 

got some 200 guns, and parolled about 



a wagon and two horses, and then re- 

eighty-five sick soldiers. They occupied 



crossed the river. 

the town some three or four hours. 



“ Two men — residents of Hewburg — 

“ The citizens watched the guerrillas 



who were notorious secesh sympathizers, 

crossing the river, and strange as it may 



and who came over the river with the 

seem, offered not the slightest resist- 



guerrillas, and remained when the latter 

ance.” 



returned, were shot down and killed by 

Morgan’s men were thus the first of 



a citizen. Their names were Carney and 

the enemy to, invade a Hortliern State. 



Meffbrd. 

In the course of this bold raid Morgan 



“ The Courier returned at nine o’clock, 

had ■ gathered to his standard a consider- 



and reports that she proceeded to the 

able number of recruits, subsisted his 



mouth of Green River, where they 

hand on the country, destroyed large 



found the boat in which the marauders 

quantities of stores and munitions of 


1 
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war belonging to the United States Grov- j 
eminent, interrupted its communications 
by tearing up rails and severing tele- 
grapli wires, and added to the bitterness 
of civil contention in Kentucky. Al- 
though these exploits had aroused the 
Unionists to a Ml sense of their danger, 
they were unable, with .all the armed 
force at their command throughout the 
State, to arrest the daring Morgan, who 
succeeded in resisting their power and 
eluding their vigilance, and returned in 
safety to Tennessee, with but a small 
loss of men in the occasional skirmishes 
he had had with the United States troops, 
while he boasted that “he had taken 
seventeen cities and towns, with a very 
heavy amount of army stores.” 

A Kentucky Unionist wrote: “Mor- 
gan is ubiquitous in more senses than 
one. We feel his power east and west 
of us. His force, divided, has appeared 
in the Blue Grass region, and in the 
tobacco fields in the Green River valley. 

Morgan travels with 
speed. His operations are rapid and 
vigorous. In a decent cause they would 
deserve success. Even in this vile cause 
they meet with unprecedented success, 
and would stamp the rascal who plans 
them as a man of ability, if we did not 
know that he was only a bad gambler 
and a faro dealer. (This was his former 
occupation in peaceable times in Ken- 
tucky.*)” 

Once more in Tennessee, the active 
Morgan did not allow the grass to grow 
beneath his horse’s feet, but suddenly gal- 
loped into Gallatin, and finding the senti- 

, This is believed to be incorrect. 


nels asleep, captured the Union com- 
mander of the post, together with jijjg, 
eight hundred men , nineteen freight- 12* 
cars, eighty-seven horses, and “ a lot of 
corn and oats.” In less than a week he 
reappeared at the same place, and not 
finding much booty gave vent to his 
disappointment by “ burning the houses 
and hanging some of the Union citizens.” 
While not engaged in taking cities and 
seizing property, Morgan and his men 
busied themselves in destro 3 d,ng railways 
and telegraph lines. He was constantly 
interrupting the communications of the 
Union forces, which were kept busy in 
restoring them. The road from Kash- 
ville to Louisville, by the way of Gal- 
latin, was thus so much damaged that 
it took the Unionists several weeks to 
mend it, while they were in constant 
fear of its being again injured by the 
ever-active guerrillas. 

The following is General Morgan’s of- 
ficial report of his raid into Kentucky : 

“ Headquarters Morqax’s Command, ) 
Knoxville, Tenn., 30. ) 

“To Major-General E. Kirby, Commanding 

Department oi^’ East Tennessee : 

“ General : I have the honor to report 
that upon the day of the engagement at 
Tompkinsville, * * * I moved my 

command — consisting of my own regi- 
ment, the Georgia Regiment of Partisan 
Rangers, commanded by Colonel A. A. 
Hunt, and Major Gano’s Texas squad- 
ron, to which were attached two compa- 
, nies of Tennessee Cavalry — in the direc- 
tion of Glasgow, which place I reached 
at twelve o’clock last night. 

“ There were hut few troops in the 
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town, wlio fled at our approach. The 
commissary stores, clothing, etc., togeth- 
er with a large supply of medical stores, 
found in G-lasgow, were burned, and the 
guns were distributed among my com- 
mand, about 200 of whom were unarm- 
ed when I left Knoxville. 

“ From Glasgow I proceeded along 
the main Lexington road to Barren 
Kiver, halting for a time near Cave City 
— my object being to induce the belief 
that I intended destroying the railroad 
bridge between Bowling Green and 
Woodsonville. I caused wires connect- 
ed with a portable battery which I car- 
ried with me to be attached to the 
telegraph line near Horse Cave, and in- 
tercepted a number of dispatches. 

“ At Barren Biver I detached three 
companies, under Captain Jack Allen, to 
move forward rapidly and destroy Salt 
Biver bridge, that the troops along the 
line of railroad might be prevented 
from returning to Louisville. 

“ On the following morning I moved 
on toward Lebanon, distant thirty -five 
miles from Barren Biver. At eleven 
o’clock at night I reached the bridge 
over Bolling Fork, six miles from Leba- 
non. The enemy had received informa- 
tion of my approach from their spies, 
and my advance guard was fired upon 
at the bridge. After a short fight the 
force at the bridge was dispersed, and 
the planks, which had been torn up, hav- 
ing been replaced, the command moved 
forward to Lebanon. About two miles 
from the to\m a skirmish took |)iace be- 
tween two companies that I caused to 
dismount and deploy and a force of the 
129 


eneni}^ posted upon the road, which was 
soon ended by its dispersion and capture. 
Lieutenant-Colonel A. Y. Johnson, com- 
manding the troops in town, surrendered, 
and I entered the place. The prisoners 
taken, in number about sixty-five, were 
parolled. 

“I took immediate possession of the 
telegraph, and intercepted a dispatch to 
Colonel Johnson, informing him that 
Colonel Owen with the Sixtieth Indiana 
Kegiment had been sent to his assistance ; 
so I at once dispatched a coniirany of 
Texan rangers, under Major Gano, to 
destroy the railroad bridges on the Leb- 
anon Branch, which he successfully ac- 
complished in time to prevent the arrival 
of the troops. I burned two long build- 
ings full of commissary stores, consisting 
of upward of 600 sacks of coffee, and a 
large amount of other supplies in bulk, 
marked for the army at Cumberland Gap. 
I also destroyed a very large amount 
of Clothing, boots, etc. 1 burned the 
hospital huildings, which appeared to 
have been recently erected and fitted 
up, together with about thirty -five wag- 
ons and fifty- three new ambulances. I 
found in the place a large store of med- 
icines, 6,000 stand of arms with accou- 
trements, about 2,000 sabi'es, and an im- 
mense quantity of ammunition, shells^ etc< 
I distributed the best arms among my 
command, and loaded one wagon with 
them, to he given to the recruits that 1 
expected to join me. I also loaded one 
wagon with ammunition. The remain- 
der of the arms, ammunition, and the 
hospital and medical stores I destroyed. 

“While in Lebanon, I ascertained from 




THE WAR WITH THE SOUTH. 


telegraphic dispatches that I intercepted, 
that the force which had been started 
from Lebanon Junction to reinforce 
Lieutenant-Colonel Johnson, had met 
and driven back the force under Cap- 
tain Jack Allen, killing one of his 
men, and preventing him accomplishing 
the purpose for which he had been de- 
tailed. 

I proceeded from Lebanon on the 
following day through Springfield to 
Macksville, at which point I was at- 
tacked by Home Guards. Two of my 
men were taken prisoners, and one se- 
verely wounded. I remained at Macks- 
ville that night to recover the prisoners, 
which I did early the next morning. I 
then left for Harrodsburg, capturing a 
Federal captain and lieutenant on the 
road ; reached Harrodsburg at half- 
past twelve o’clock, and found that the 
Home Guards of all that portion, of 
country had fled to Lexington. A force 
was also stationed on the bridge where 
the Lexington road crossed the Ken- 
tucky River. My reception at this place 
was very encouraging. The whole pop- 
ulation appeared to turn out and vie with 
each other as who should show us most 
attention. 

“ I left Harrodsburg at six o’clock 
the same evening, and moved to Law- 
rencehiirg, twenty miles distant, threat- 
ening Frankfort in order to draw off the 
troops from Georgetown. Remained 
there until the return of my courier 
from Frankfort, who brought the infor- 
mation that there was a force in Frank- 
fort of two or three thousand men, con- 
sisting of Home Guards collected from 


the adjacent counties, and a few regular 
troops. 

“ From Lawrencehurg I proceeded 
to Shryke’s Ferry, on the Kentucky 
River, raised the boat, which had been 
sunk, and crossed that evening, reach- 
ing Tersailles at seven o’clock. I found 
this place abandoned by its defenders, 
who had fled to Lexington ; remained 
there that night, and on the next morn- 
ing marched toward Georgetown. While 
at Yersailles I took about 300 Govern- 
ment horses and mules. 

“I passed through Midway on the 
road to Georgetown, and was informed, 
just before reaching the place, that a 
train from Frankfort was nearly due, 
with two regiments of Federals, I tore 
up the track and posted a howitzer to 
command it, and formed my command 
along the line of the road ; but- the 
train was warned of our presence and 
returned to Frankfort. Having taken 
possession of the telegraph olflee, I in- 
tercepted a dispatch asking if the road 
was clear, and if it would be safe to 
start the train from Lexington. I re- 
plied to send the train, and made prep- 
arations to receive it ; but it was also 
turned back and escaped. 

“ I reached Georgetown, twelve miles 
from Lexington, that evening. Just be- 
fore entering the town, I was informed 
that a small force of Home Guards had 
mustered to oppose us. I sent them 
word to surrender their arms and they 
should not be molested, hut they fled. 
The people of Georgetown also wel- 
comed us with gladness, and provided 
my troops with everything that they 
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needed. I remained at G-eorgetowii 
two days, during which time I sent out 
a company under Captain McMilleii to 
destroy the track between Midway and 
Lexington, and Midway and Frank- 
fort, and to blow up the stone bridge 
on that road, which he successfully 
accomplished. Hearing that a com- 
pany of Home Guards were encamped 
at Stamping Ground, thirteen miles dis- 
tant, I dispatched a company under Cap- 
tain Hamilton to break up the encamp- 
ment, burn the tents and stores, and 
destroy the guns. This was also accom- 
plished — Captain Hamilton taking fifteen 
prisoners and all their guns, and de- 
stroying a large amount of medical and 
commissary supplies. I also, while at 
Georgetown, sent Captain Castleman, 
with his company, to destroy the rail- 
road bridges between Paris and Lexing- 
ton, and report to me at Winchester. 
This was done. 

“ Hetermining to moye on Paris, with a 
view of returning, and hearing that the 
place was being rapidly reinforced from 
Cynthiana, I deemed it of great impor- 
tance to cut off the communication 
from that place, while I drew off the 
troops that were already there, by a feint 
on Lexington. I therefore dispatched a 
portion of two companies toward Lex- 
ington, with instructions to drive the 
pickets to the very entrance of the city, 
while I moved the command toward 
Cynthiana. When I arrived within 
three miles of the place, I learned that 
it was defended by a considerable force 
of infantry, cavalry, and artillery. I 
dispatched the Texas squadron, under 


Major Gano, to enter the town on the 
right, and the Georgia Beginient to 
cross the river and get into the rear, 
while I moved my own regiment, wdth 
the artillery under the command of Lieu- 
tenant J. E. Harris, down the George- 
town pike. A severe engagement took 
place, which lasted about an hour and a 
half, before the enemy were driven into 
the town and compelled to surrender. 
I took 420 prisoners, including about 
seventy Home Guards. I regret to have 
to mention the loss of eight of my 
men in killed and twenty-nine wound- 
ed. The enemy’s loss was ninety-four 
killed and wounded, according to their 
own account. Their excess in killed 
and wounded is remarkable, as they 
fought us from behind stone fences, and 
fired at us from buildings as we charged 
through the town. We captured a very 
fine twelve-pounder brass piece of artil- 
lery, together with a large number of 
smaii-arms, and about 300 Government 
horses. The arms and Government 
stores were burned, and as many of the 
horses as we could bring with us were 
kept. I found a very large supply ot 
commissary and medical stores, tents, 
guns, and ammunition at this place, which 
I destroyed. The parolled prisoiiei*s 
were sent under an escort to Falihoiith, 
where they took the train for Oinciii- 
nati., 

“ I proceeded next morning toward 
Paris, and was met on the road by a 
bearer of a flag of truce, offering tlie 
unconditional surrender of the place. I 
reached Paris at four o’clock, remained 
there that night, and started to\yard 
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Winchester next morning. As my coni- 
mancl was filing out of Paris on the Win- 
chester pike, I discovered a large force 
of Federals coming toward the town 
from the direction of Lexington. They 
immediately countermarched, supposing, 
no doubt, that my intention was to get 
into the rear. This enabled me to bring 
off my entire command without molest- 
ation, with the exception of two of my 
pickets, who were probably surprised. 
I reached Winchester that day at twelve 
o’clock, and remained until four o’clock, 
when I proceeded toward Richmond. 

“ At ’Winchester I found a number of 
arms, which were destroyed. 

‘‘ I arrived at Richmond at twelve 
o’clock that night, and remained until 
the next afternoon, when I proceeded 
to Grab Orchard. I had determined 
to make a stand at Richmond and 
await reinforcements, as the whole joeo- 
ple appeared ready to rise and join me ; 
but I received information that large 
bodies of cavalry, under General Clay 
Smith, and Colonels Wolsford, Metcalf, 
Mundy, and Wynkoop, were endeavor- 
ing to surround me at this place ; so I 
moved on to Crab Orchard. There I at- 
tached my portable battery to the tele- 
graph leading from Stanford to Louis- 
ville, and learned the exact position of 
the enemy’s forces, and directed in}^ 
movements accordingly. 

“ Leaving Crab Orchard at eleven 
o’clock, I arrived at Somerset, distant 
twenty-eight miles, at sundown. I took- 
possession of the telegraph, and coun- 
termanded all the previous orders that 
had been given by General Boyle to in- 


tercept me, and remained in perfect se- 
curity all night. I found a very largo 
supply of commissary stores, clothing, 
blankets, shoes, hats, etc., at this place, 
which were destroyed. I also found the 
arms that had been taken from General 
Zollicoffer, together with large quanti- 
ties of shell and ammunition, all of which 
were destroyed. I also burned at this 
place and Crab Orchard about 130 Gov- 
ernment wagons. 

“ From Somerset I proceeded to 
Monticello, and from thence to between 
Livingston and Sparta, where my com- 
mand is now encamped. 

“I left 'Knoxville on the 4th day of 
this month, with about 900 men, and 
returned to Livingston on the 28th inst., 
with nearly 1,200, having been absent 
just twenty-four days, during which 
time I travelled over 1,000 miles, cap- 
tured seventeen towns, destroyed all the 
Government supplies and arms in them, 
dispersed about 1,500 Home Guards, 
and parolled nearly 1,200 regular troops. 
I lost, in killed, wounded, and missing, 
of the number that I carried into Ken- 
tuclcy, about ninety. 

“ I take great pleasure in testifying 
to the gallant bravery aud efficiency of 
my whole command. Tliere were indi- 
vidual instances of daring so conspicu- 
ous that I must beg the privilege of 
referring to them. Private Moore, of 
Louisiana, a member of Company A, of 
my regiment, particularly distinguished 
himself in leading a charge at Cynthiana, 
which had an important effect in win- 
ning the battle. 

I feel indebted to all my aids for the 



promptness witli wMcli my orders were 
executed, and particularly to Colonel St. 
Leger Greiifel, for the assistance which 
his experience afforded me. 

“ All of which is respectfully submit- 
ted. John H. Morgan, 

“ Acting Brigadier-G-eneral, 0. S. A. 

“ R. A. Alston, A. A. Gr.” 

While the audacity of Morgan and 
his hand did not fail to find admirers 
among those who are' always ready to 
applaud courageous enterprise, in what- 
ever cause displayed, there was a unan- 
imous expression of indignation on the 
part of the Unionists at the conduct of 
4 iig, the marauders toward G-eneral Me- 
Cook. This distinguished officer 
was attacked while unable from illness 
to defend himself, and killed. He had 
proceeded in an ambulance to a spot 
near Salem (Ala.), for the purpose of 
marking out an encampment, when he 
was set upon by a guerrilla band. 

“ It was impossible to think of flight, ” 
wrote a chronicleiv “ and G-eneral Mc- 
Cook’s condition prohibited any idea of 
rescuing him. The guerrilla leader or- 
dered the ambulance to stop, the as- 
sassins at the same time sui'rounding it. 
The vehicle was then upset, and the sick 
officer turned into the road. Wliil.e on 
his knees, helpless, sick,, and pleading 
for quarter, he was fired' at by a ruffian 
and shot through the side. 

“ The wound was fatal, General Mc- 
Cook surviving it but a few hours. He 
bore his sufterings heroically, and to the 
last manifested an undaunted spirit. His 
last words were : ‘ Tell Aleck (alluding 
to his brother, General Alexander Mc- 


Dowell McCook) and the rest that I have 
tried to live like a man and do my duty.’ 

“ When the news of the murder be- 
came known among the camps, the ex- 
citement was intense. The hTiiith Ohio, 
McCook’s own regiment, on learning of 
the assassination, marched back to the 
scene of the occurrence, burned every 
house ill the neighborhood, and laid 
waste the lands. Several men who 
were implicated in the murder were 
taken out and hung to trees by the in- 
furiated soldiery.” 

Other leaders rivalled the exploits of 
Morgan. Among them, Colonel Forrest 
was the most conspicuous ; with several 
thousand Georgia and Alabama cavalry, 
Texan Rangers, and a guerrilla band he 
attacked two Union regiments, the juiy 
Third Minnesota and Eleventh Mich- 
igan, 1,400 strong, posted at Murfrees- 
boro, in Tennessee, and forced them to 
surrender, capturing, at the same time,: 
a large quantity of valuable stores. In 
accordance with the usual tactics of 
guerrilla warfare, Colonel Forrest did 
not pretend to hold the post he had 
captured, hut immediately retired with 
his booty and prepared for further raids. 
The nearness of Murfreesboro to Rash- 
ville caused great anxiety for the safet.y 
of the latter place ; but General Rclson 
being on the alert, and having marched 
a formidable force to McMinnville, com- 
pelled Colonel Forrest, who was occupy- 
ing the place, to retire. 

In East Tennessee the enemy were 
no less hold. The Union troops, after 
securing Cumherlaiid Gap and enter- 
ing East Tennessee, occupied Tazewell, 




' — 


1 


370 THE WAR WITH THE SOUTH. 



an important position on the road to 

Again, the alert Morgan, with his 



Knoxville. This place, the enemy, im- 

1,800 men, “ finely mounted,” fell 



der Q-eneral Stevenson, attempted to 

upon General Johnson, with a force 



capture, and, apparently, with success. 

of 700, near Gallatin, captured the Gen- 



though the Federal general, Q-eorge W. 

eral with seventy-five of his soldiers, and 



Morgan, seemed not depressed at the 

put the rest to flight. 



result. He said in his official report : 

Encouraged by these successes, the 



“ On the 5th and 6th (August), De 

enemy were reported to have conceii- 



Courcey’s brigade, with the Fourteenth 

trated considerable forces at Chattanoo- 



Kentucky, had a series of brilliant af- 

ga (whither General Bragg had finally 



fairs with Stevenson’s division, in entire 

repaired) and Knoxville, in Tennessee, 



force. The enemy outnumbered He 

with the view of inarching upon Kash- 



Courcey four to one. 

ville and Cumberland Gap, and making 



“ The enemy lost 225, and Lieuten- 

a combined effort to wrest the State once 



ant-Colonel Grordon, of the Eleventh 

more from the Federal authority. After 



Tennessee, was taken prisoner. We 

securing Tennessee, the eneni}?' purposed, 



captured two hundred wagon-loads of 

it was rumored, to advance into Ken- 



forage, 1,200 pounds of tobacco, and 30 

tucky, and even to extend their invasion 



horses and mules. We lost three kill- 

to Ohio. 



ed, fifteen wounded, and fifty prisoners. 

The successful raids of the guerrillas 



Two companies of the Sixteenth Ohio 

in Kentucky greatly agitated that State. 



were surrounded by two rebel regi- 

Governor Magoffin convened the Legis- 



ments, but two-thirds of them cut their 

lature in consequence, and in his Aug, 



way through.” 

message mourned over the unhap- H. 



The general of the enemy, Stevenson, 

py condition of Kentucky. He emphat- 



reported : 

ically condemned the invasion of the 



“ After a gallant engagement of four 

State by the audacious Morgan, but was 



hours we have routed the enemy, and 

no less adverse to the stringent proceed- 



they are in full retreat to their strong- 

ings of the Federal Government, object- 



holds.” 

ing to its arrest of citizens without legal 



The enemy’s partisan corps and guer- 

process. Still bent upon compromise, 



rilla bands continued their bold and sue- 

the Governor qnce more urged the ad op- 



cessful forays. Clarksville, in Tennes- 

tion of the Crittenden resolutions ns a 



see, on the Cumberland, at the mouth 

standing proposition of peace. Finally, 



of the Red River, about fifty miles from 

Magoffin, expressing himself wearied of 



Kashville, was captured by Wood- 

the cares and labors of office, and pite- 



ward, at the head of 900 men — the 

ously complaining of the calumny jing, 



Union garrison, consisting of a portion 

to which he alleged he had been 



of the Seventy-first Ohio Regiment, sur- 

subjected, resigned the governorship of 



rendering without a blow. 

Kentucky. The newly elected Speaker 
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of the State Senate, James F. Robinson, Union garrisons, and the hanks sent 
became de facto governor for the unex- their treasure to St. Louis for security, 
pired term. Quantrell, Porter, and McBride were 

In Missouri, the partisan corps and among the most conspicuous of these 
guerrilla bands of the enemy were no partisan chiefs, and their success in tak- 
less active than in Tennessee and Ken- ing towns and devastating the property 
tucky. “From every section of the of Unionists was hardly less remarkable 
State,” bewailed a chronicler, “we re- than that of Morgan. Independence, 
ceived the same report — guerrillas arm- ISTewark, Liberty, Canton, Alexandria, 
ing, guerrillas robbing Union families, Memphis, Grreenville, and a number of 
guerrillas plundering towns, guerrillas other posts throughout the State of Mis- 
attacking small squads of Union soldiers souri were surprised, their garrisons cap- 
in overwhelming numbers, guerrillas tured or put to flight, and all they con- 
threatening this point, guerrillas stop- tained carried off or destroyed. Though 
ping wagon trains and Missouri River the Union troops were frequently suc- 
steamboats — and, in short, perpetrating cessful in their skirmishes with these 
all conceivable sorts of thieving and as- bold marauders, the State of Missouri, in 
sassination.” General alarm prevailed spite of the vigilance and power of the 
throughout the State ; the loyal citizens Federal authority, continued for a long 
fled for safety to the protection of the time to suffer from this irregular warfare. 


CHAPTER XXXI. 

General Curtis in Arkansas.— His Plans tliwarted.— In search of Supplies.— A trying March.— Arrival at Helena.— Ex- 
peditions by Land and Water.— General Williams removes to Baton Rouge.— Attack by the Enemy under Brecken- 
ridge.— Death of Williams. — Victory claimed by both sides.— Losses.— Destruction of the Puebel “ram” Arkansas. 
— General satisfaction. — Baton Rouge evacuated by the Unionists. ^ 

After the battle of Pea Ridge, and of capturing Little Rock, the capital of 
the dispersion of the enemy un- that State, On reaching Bates- may 
der Van Dorn and Price, Gen- ville, on the White River, it was 
eral Curtis, it will be recollected, retired found impossible to subsist his army, and 
for awhile within the borders of Mis- General Curtis accordingly, giving up 
souri. Thence he I’Csumed his march his design of attacking Little Rock, de- 
with a force comjiosed of three divi- termined to make his way through Ar- 
sions, respectively commanded by Gen- kansas as rapidly as possible to the 
erals Steele, Carr, and Osterhaus, into Mississippi River, where he might once 
the interior of Arkansas, with the view more open communicatious with a basis 



of supply, and obtain the subsistence 
necessary for his half-famished troops. 

Having learned that transports with 
supplies were on their way to Jackson- 
port, situated at the confluence of the 
White and Black rivers, Q-eneral Curtis 
determined to move his troops first to 
that point. 

“ On the 24 th of June,’^ wrote a cor- 
respondent'*’ who accompanied the army, 
“we took up our line of inarch for 
Jacksonport, and reached it on the sec- 
ond day following. We were obliged to 
cross Black River near its junction with 
White River, and for this purpose made 
successful use of a rubber pontoon 
bridge, constructed under the superin- 
tendence of Major Weston, of the Twen- 
ty-fourth Missouri Infantry. The stream 
here is a little more than one hundred 
yards in width, flowing with a deep but 
sluggish current. Ho difficulty was ex- 
perienced in crossing, and the last of 
the rear-guard passed the bridge safely 
on the evening of the 26 th, unmolested 
by the enemy. 

“ While at Batesville, Q-eneral Curtis 
caused five large flatboats, with strong 
docks, to be constructed, with a view to 
using them in efossing the river when- 
ever such a movement might beiiecessary. 
Wlien the inarch conainenGed from Bates- 
ville, these flatboats were provided with 
hreast-works of cotton along their sides, 
as a protection from musket and rifle 
halls, and were furnished with sweeps, 
whereby they could be, moved and 
directed down tlie river. They were 
placed in charge of one company of the 


Thirteenth Illinois Infantry, and started 
for Jacksonport. As the road from 
Batesville to Jacksonport does not follow 
the river bank, but winds among the 
hills at some distance from the stream, 
this enterprise of detaching a small body 
of infantry was looked upon as quite 
hazardous. The boats succeeded in de- 
scending in safety, and arrived at Jack- 
sonport simultaneously with the main 
body of the army. 

“ At Jacksonport, Q-cneral Curtis 
learned that the boats could come no 
higher up than Clarendon, seveuty-five 
miles below, as there was less than four 
feet of water in the chaimel, and most 
of the boats drew upward of five foet. 
He had foreseen this difficulty before 
starting from Batesville, and arranged, 
his small stock of provisions to carry 
him through to the Mississippi. For 
ten days previous to the departure from 
Batesville, Captain Winslow, the qiiar- 
termaster-in-chief of the army, had 
stored all the supplies received from 
Rolla, and furnished in their place ra- 
tions of corn meal and beef, gathered 
from the country around. With these 
and other stores procured from the vi- 
cinity, a supply of three-quarter rations 
for twenty days was gathered and on 
hand at the time the march commenced. 
A train of fifty wagons had been burned 
a few weeks before while on its way to 
the army, and this loss fell quite heavily 
upon the troops. ISrotwithstaiidmg its 
various privations, the army was never 
without a plentiful supply of sugar, cof- 
fee, and salt, though it often sufiered for 
want of hard bread and flour. There 
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was little wheat near Batesville, but 
corn was procured in abundance. 

“The uniform price of the latter sta- 
ple was fifty cents per bushel. Fo one 
was at any time paid for his corn unless 
he made a solemn assurance that he was 
and had been a Union man, and sub- 
scribed to the oath of allegiance. It is 
a singular fact, however, that among all 
the men who had dealings with* the 
quartermaster there was not one who 
would permit his loyalty to be doubted 
for a single moment. All took the oath 
without the slightest hesitancy. 

“ Our forces tarried five days at Jack- 


arrived from Spring 


field, with the Second Wisconsin Caval- 
ry, having been unable to reach the army 
before it started from Batesville. The 
strength of G-eneral Curtis’ command 
had been from time to time augmented 
by the arrival of various small bodies 
of troops from Missouri, and by incon- 
siderable reinforcements from Kansas, 
so that at the time it left Jacksonport it 
presented an imposing appearance. On 
the 2d of July the five flatboats start- 
ed down from Jacksonport, manned by 
Company I, of the Thirteenth Illinois 
Infantry, under command of Captain 
Wadsworth. They were ordered to 
proceed to Grand Glaze, twelve miles 
below, and there await orders before 
going farther. At the same time the 
army took up its line of march by the 
road through the hills and swamp land 
east of the river, not expecting to reach 
the stream again before arriving at Au- 


port. The boats reached Grand Glaze 
in due time, and were there met by 
Lieutenant-Colonel Wood’s Sixth Mis- 
souri Cavalry, with orders to move on 
to Augusta. After seeing them safely 
under way. Colonel Wood started to re- 
join the main army ; but, before pro- 
ceeding far, shots were heard from the 
dense bushes lining the banks of the 
river, about a mile below Grand Glaze. 
Hastily returning with a portion of his 
force, Colonel Wood found, on reaching 
the river, that the enemy had dispersed, 
after firing several shots at the boats 
and seriously wounding Captain Wads- 
worth, but injuring none of Ms men. 


ly returned, but as the bushes were hot 
searched their loss was not ascertained. 
Fatives in the vicinity reported nineteen 
of the rebels killed ; but their statement 
seems hardly credible, when we recollect 
that the rebels were engaged by but a 
single company of infantry. After this 
occurrence the boats moved unmolested 
to Augusta, where the project of taking 
them farther down was abandoned ; such 
portions of the cargoes as were useful 
to the army were removed, and the 
boats and the remainder of their lading 
committed to the ilames. Colonel Wood 
was fired into on his way back to the 
army, and lost three of his men. 

“We reached Augusta on the 4th of 
July, and on our arrival fired a salute 
in honor of the nation’s independence, 
and enjoyed ourselves as best we could 
under our adverse circumsttnices. Tar- 
rying here for two days, the order was 
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“In many places along our line of 
march the houses were deserted, hut the 
corn had not been destroyed, save in a 
few instances. The only Union senti- 
ment manifested was by the negroes, 
who flocked in large numbers whenever 
they were allowed. General Curtis freed 
all those who had been used in cutting 
timber to obstruct the roads on our line 
of march. The whites were everywhere 
sullen and uncommunicative. One man 
at Jacksonport built a high plank fence 
around his house to keep off the con- 
tamination of the Yankees. 

“All things being in readiness, the 
army moved out on the morning of the 
7th (July), the head of the colum.n get- 
ting in motion about half-past three 
o’clock. About four miles from the 
town it was found that the enemy had 
felled timber across the road in order to 
impede the march, but it was not long 
before the obstructions were removed. 
It was well known that the rebels had 
a considerable force at Des Arc and Du- 
vall’s Bluff, composed mainly of Texas 
cavalry and Arkansas conscripts, under 
command of General Albert Rust. Gen- 
eral Curtis learned that 6,000 of these 
rebels were at Des Arc, and would prob- 
ably march out to give us battle, and 
was consequently carefully watcliing for 
any demonstration upon the line. flTie 
obstructions in the road so soon after 
leaving Augusta gave us warning of the 
proximity of the rebels, and caused us 
to complete preparations for resisting 
attack. 

“ About eight a.m. the advance reach- 
ed the crossing of Cache River, and 


issued for the entire force to move out 
on the following morning in the direction 
of Clarendon. The country through 
which the army marched, after leaving 
Jacksonport, is one of the finest regions 
of Eastern Arkansas. A short distance 
from the river the bluffs along its banks 
faU away into low hills and gentle un- 
dulations, these becoming less distinct 
until, at the divide of the St. Francis 
and White rivers, it becomes an almost 
unbroken level. A portion of this flat 
alluvial country is in many places cov- 
ered with canebrakes, and is often over- 
flowed in high water. At such times it 
becomes an almost impassable succession 
of swamps and quagmires. At present 
it is dry and firm, and affords no ob- 
stacle to passage save an occasional 
slough at the crossing of a creek. In- 
terspersed with these lowlands is a se- 
ries of higher grounds, level, and un- 
broken by any considerable elevations. 
These lands are considered excellent for 
cotton, and until the present year have 
sent to market a large amount of the 
textile product. The inhabitants are of 
the true Arkansas stamp, and walk 
about clad in the unpretending butter- 
nut of the Southern rustics, while they 
display the usual prejudices of the Ar- 
kansas natives against all innovations — 
from the perusal of Webster’s spelling- 
book up to the vindication of the na- 
tional honor. At present their bucolic 
pursuits are generally limited to the 
raising of corn and a few other inconsid- 
erable products, the Confederate author- 
ities having here, as elsewhere, discour- 
aged the culture of cotton. 
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found a new cause of delay. There was 
no bridge over the river — which, else- 
where, would deserve only the name of 
creek — and the low bottom on each side 
was a soft muck, in which the animals 
sunk girth deep at every step. With 
much difficulty the wagons were drawn 
thi’ough, and once more ‘emerged upon 
dry ground. A short distance farther 
the road came to Bayou de Cache, a 
small slough running inland from the 
river, with banks similar to those of the 
stream. Through this fringe of mud 
deposits the extended lines dragged their 
slow lengths along, the teams occasion- 
ally miring, and being extricated with the 
utmost difficulty. Beyond this Slough 
of Despond the rebels had made another 
barricade of log obstructions, which again 
proved a hindrance to our progress. On 
emerging from this difficulty, the ad- 
vance, consisting of four companies of 
the Thirty-third Illinois, with four com- 
panies from the Eleventh Wisconsin— all 
under command of Colonel Hovey, of 
the former regiment^ — moved cautiously 
forward. The cavalry had been drawn 
in, with the exception of some twelve or 
fifteen mounted men, who were kept in 
front as lookouts. It was not deemed 
proper to have a large cavalry force ex- 
posed in front during the march, where 
it would be liable to ambuscade, but to 
hold it in reserve where it would be 
ready at any moment when needed. 

“ About two P.M., when five miles 
from the crossing of Bayou do Cache, 
the advance ajipr cached the plantation 
of Colonel Hill, an officer of the Confed- 
erate army, who was away from home 


at the time of our visit. At this planta- I 
tion the road from Des Arc intersects ! 
the one over which our army was trav- j 
elling, at nearly right angles, the point | 
of junction being about ten miles from | 
Des Arc and four miles from Cotton | 

Plant, a small hamlet in the northern }- 

part of St. Francis County. The land 
around this road crossing is mostly open 
timber and cleared patches, though a 
few clumps of small trees are occasion- 
ally seen. The road from Des Arc runs 
nearly due east and west. South of it, 
and west of the main road, the tim- 
ber is quite dense. Hill’s house is at j 

the south-west angle of the intersection, \ 

and his outbuildings are scattered mis- [ 

cellaneously around. North of the Des | 

Arc road is a cotton gin and press, and I 

near it are two aboriginal mounds, J 

twenty or thirty feet in height. Mr. j 

Hill is now blessed with his third wife, 
and on the summits of each of these 
mounds he has located the graves of his 
first and second wives, and surrounded • 
them with a fence of white palings. On 
this side of the road the ground is clear- 
ed, and there are few irregula.rities to 
afford cover to troops. 

“ The mounted men in advance dis- j 

covered signs of an enemy lurking in j 

the timber and brusli on the southerly | 

side of the Des Arc road, and both east J 

and west of Hill’s house. Word was I 

communicated to the infantry, and the i 

latter deployed for skirmishing, the ! 

Thirty- third Illinois taking the right 
wing and the Eleventh Wisconsin the 
left. The eight companies of infantry 
were less than 60 Q strong, and soon 
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found that they were opposed to 1,600 
men drawn up in line of battle. The 
disparity was in immhers, not in effi- 
cieiiG}?-, for the rebel forces consisted of 
parts of two raw cayalry regiments, 
from Texas, and a portion of a regiment 
of Arhansas. conscripts, as green as the 
most verdant troops in the Confederate 
service. The rebels opened fire as our 
men advanced, and though the conscripts 
fled early in the fight, the Texan cavalry, 
which had been dismounted for the oc- 
casion, stood its ground finely. As our 
right approached the enemy’s left, it 
was received by a sudden fire from the 
bushes, which caused two of the Illinois 
companies to recoil. The enemy per- 
ceived the advantage gained, and 
pressed forward to improve it, but was 
received by a well-directed volley of 
musketry, followed by a discharge of 
grape from the two steel howitzers ac- 
companying the First Indiana Cavalry, 
whose arrival was most opportune. 
Rapid discharges from the two howit- 
zers soon broke the rebel lino, and the 
cavalry completed the disorder and put 
all the enemy to flight. Some of them 
fled along the road in the direction we 
were travelling, while others took the 
right-angled route toward Res Arc, In 
addition to the 1,600 rebels thus dis- 
persed, were 6,000 who wore three or 
four miles distant at the crossing of the 
Cache River, and who had been unable 
to get to the east bank of the stream, 
as the water is there too deep to ford, 
and the ferry accommodations are nec- 
essarily slow. These returned to Res 
Arc the same evening, and at last ac- 


counts were still there, having given up 
the project of intercepting our march. 

“ The camp was made that night a 
short distance from the scene of the con- 
test, and our hospital established at Hill’s 
house. Our casualties were five killed 
and thirty-two wounded, most of the 
latter slightly. Major Glendenin, of 
the First Indiana Cavalry, was seriously, 
and it is feared fatally, wounded by a rifle- 
ball in the breast. Captain Sloane, of 
the Eleventh Wisconsin, was killed while 
gallantly leading his men. Colonel 
Hovey states that the details from his 
command report that they buried nine- 
ty-seven of the enemy’s dead. Most of 
our shots were supposed to have been 
fatal. But few of the enemy’s wounded 
fell into our hands, and in all these 
cases lacerations caused by the Minnie 
and Enfield balls were very sevei’C. A 
flag of truce approached our lines on 
the evening after the flight, but ibr some 
unexplained reason did not come with- 
in. The next day a flag was received, 
and kept in our lines the entire day. It 
Avas unnecessary for parties to be sent 
from the rebel camp, as the dead liad 
already been buried. 

“ On the afternoon of the 8th (July) 
the array moved forward toward (Jlaren- 
don, having learned that Colonel Fitch 
was there with supplies. We reached 
Clarendon on the evening of the 9 th 
(July), deeply chagrined to find that 
Colonel Fitch, with his transports, ha<l 
departed the evening previous, with no 
prospect of returning. There Avas no 
, alternative left for G-eneral Curtis ex- 
cept to move to the nearest point on the 
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Mississippi, and there comnaimicate with 
the outer world, from- which we had so 
long been cut off.” 

The army accordingly took up its 
march for Helena, where the advance, 
July under G-eneral Washburn, arrived 
on the 11th of July, and was soon 
after followed by the rest of the troops. 
G-eneral Curtis had thus, since he left 
Rolla in Missouri, in February, fought 
the bloody battle of Pea Ridge, marched 
600 miles through a comparatively wild 
country, with all the obstructions of bad 
roads, unbridged streams, and marshes, 
and brought his soldiers to a place of 
safety, after the severest trials of hunger 
and thUst, fatigue and danger, in a re- 
gion inhabited by a hostile people, 
scoured by the guerrilla bands of a vig- 
ilant enemy, and destitute of the means 
of subsistence. The faulty plan of the 
campaign seems almost to have been re- 
deemed by the fortitude with which its 
sufierihgs were endured. 

General Curtis, soon after his arrival 
at Helena, having been reinforced, was 
enabled to counteract the manoeuvres 
of the enemy, under Jefferson Thomp- 
son, who was striving to cross the Mis- 
sissippi River from Austin, in the State 
of Mississippi, into Arkansas. He also 
4 ng, sent out a detachment, under Gen- 
eral Hovcy, to Clarendon, on the 
White River, to check the guerrilla 
bands in that quarter, and joined in an 
expedition against the enemy on the 
Mississippi and Yazoo rivers. The 
result of this last enterprise is thus 
stated by Commodore Davis, the com- 
mander of the fleet: 


“ The rebel transport Fair Play has 
been captured, coiitamiiig 1,200 
new Enfield rifles, 4,000 new nius- 
kets, with accoutrements complete, a 
large quantity of fixed ammunition, four 
field-guns, mounted howitzers, and some 
small-arms. 

“ Colonel Woods landed and captured 
the encampment of the Thirty-first 
Louisiana Regiment, with all their arms, 
the enemy flying before him. He cap- 
tured another camp, with tents, baggage, 
and provisions, burning the depot and 
eight cars, and destroying the telegraph. 

“ The combined expedition proceeded 
up the Yazoo, where it captured a bat- 
tery consisting of a sixty-four pounder 
and a forty-two pounder gun, and a 
twenty-four pounder and a twelve- 
pounder field piece, with 7,000 pounds 
of powder and 1,000 pounds of shot 
and shell, and grape. Colonel Woods 
dispersed the rebels in several places.” 

After the combined naval and military 
forces of the XJnion had been forced to 
raise the siege of Yicksburg, General 
Williams moved his troops, which had 
suffered greatly from the iiiiwholesome 
region on the marshy banks of the Mis- 
sissippi, where tliey had been stationed, 
to Baton Rouge. Reinforcements wore 
at the same time sent from Yew Orleans 
to strengthen General Williams, while 
the fleet, under Commodore Farragut, 
took such a position on the river ns to 
be in readiness to extend to him the 
protection of its guns. The enemy now 
determined to attack General Williams. 
General Breckenridge accordingly march- 
ed to Baton Rouge, with, as he reported. 
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He close of which the enemy, although “ Rumors,” he says, “ of the advance 
it the beginning they had gained some of the enemy in heavy force had pre- 
idvantage, having driven hack the vailed for some days. On the afternoon 
[Jnionists “about a quarter of a mile,” of August 4th General Williams called 
:aken possession of some of the camps, the attention of commanders of regi- 
ind destroyed considerable baggage, ments and batteries to the probability 
vere finally forced to retire, and leave of an attack at an early hour in the 
iheir antagonists masters of the day. morning. The Eourteenth Maine,Ool- 
Breckenridge, however, still made a vague onel A. Nickerson; the Twenty-first 
ilaini to the victory. “After a strug- Indiana, Lieutenant-Colonel Keith; the 
3'le of five hours,” he reported, “we Sixth Michigan, under acting Lieuten- 
clrove the enemy from all points to the ant-Colonel (5lark, and Seventh Ver- 
arsenal and tower, and to the cover mont, Colonel Roberts, were encamped, 
of their gun-boats, taking a number of the first, with its right resting on tlie 
prisoners, several fiags, and a consider- intersection of the Greenwell Springs 
able quantity of property.” To this road, and fronting on a road running to 
boast of success Rreckenridge was com- the intersection of the Bayou Sara and 
polled to add this confession of failure : Clinton roads. These encampments 
“ My diminished, exhausted force,” he were in heavy timbei*.' The Twenty- 
says, “ could not take the arsenal, and first Indiana were encamped on about 
the troops almost perishing for water, the same line front, and on the right of 
we have wilHdrawn one mile and a half the Greenwell Springs road. On nearly 
from the city.” It is true ho concluded the same line front,, but still farther to 
with the expression of a hope “to i-e- the right, at the intersection of the Clay 
sume the attack in half an hour.” In Cut and Perkins roads, were the Sixlli 
this, however, he was destined to be Michigan. The Seventh Veinnont were 
disappointed, and was compelled to date some distance to the rear, and between 
his dispatch on the next day, “ Ten miles the Sixth Michigan and Twenty -first 
from Baton Rouge,” and to acknowledge Indiana, with the camp fronting the 
that “ no decisive result was gained,” city. Everett’s battery, under Lieuten- 
while he declared that he had gone back ant Carruth, were in bivouac on the 



3 ' 


ATTACK OK BATOK ROUGE. 


right of the Fourteenth Maine and on 
the right of the Twenty-first Indiana. 
Still farther to the right were the guns 
in charge of the Twenty-first Indiana. 
On the extreme right, the guns of Kim’s 
battery were brought into position early 
ill the action. The Thirtieth Massachu- 
setts, under Colonel Dudley, were brought 
up from their quarters in the Capitol on 
the night of the 4th, and took position 
on the left of the Sixth Michigan. On 
the extreme left, in advance of the left 
bank of the Bayou Cap, with an ob- 
lique front toward the intersection of 
the Bayou Sara and Clinton roads, with 
two pieces of Manning’s battery, were 
the Kinth Connecticut and Fourth Wis- 
consin. The remaining guns of Man- 
ning’s battery were in position on the 
right bank of the bed of Bay On Gap. 
This was the real line of defence for the 
left flank, covering the north and east 
of the arsenal grounds. General Wil- 
liams, in his instructions to myself and 
Lieutenant-Colonel Bean, commanding 
Fourth WisconsiriL Yolunteers, was very 
clear and positive in his orders to hold 
this position at aU hazards, as he antici- 
pated the enemy would advance (under 
cover of the fire of the ram Arkansas, 
with the gun-boats from the Red River) 
through the open grounds of thh Saw- 
mill and Doughert^^’s plantation, and 
take possession of the Manae ground. 
The above-mentioned advance on the 
left bank of the bayou was only ordered 
by General Williams, after a length}’' 
consideration, on the evening of the 4th 
inst., with the intention of checking an 
advance on the same position by the 


Bayou Sara and Clinton roads, and tor 
that reason we only brought forward 
the light howitzers of Manning’s battery 
to the advance positions, leaving the 
heavy guns on the original line, 

‘‘ At early daylight on the morning 
of August 5 th the enemy threw his 
whole force on the camp of the Four- 
teenth Maine, Twenty-first Indiana, and 
Sixth Michigan, with the batteries at- 
tached to each regiment. These troops 
stood their ground nobly, meeting the 
tremendous force thrown upon them 
with unflinching bravery. On looking 
over the battle-ground since the en- 
gagement, I find it difficult to conceive 
how it was possible for so many men to 
have been engaged in so small a space 
of ground, 

“ The attack was nearly simultaneous, 
but tbe first fire in line from tbe enemy’s 
right was directed on the Fourteenth 
Maine, and was instantly answered by 
that regiment by a solid line volley, 
which must have done terrible executio... 
The companies of the Twenty-first Indi- 
ana, which were in advance as pickets, 
had fallen hack in order. The whole 
regiment advanced toward the Magnolia 
Cemetery, and east of it. At this time 
Major Hayes was seriously wounded, 
and was taken from the field. The reg- 
iment worked, advancing, and retiring, 
and changing front, as the enemy showed 
himself thi'ough the smoke. 

“ At nearly the close of the action, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Keith, commanding 
regiment, had to leave the field, badly 
wounded, leaving the regiment without 
a field officer, in command of Captain 




THE WAR WITH THE SOUTH 


01.1 the river, and this morning I deter- 
mined to steam np the liver, attack 
her, and, if possible, prevent her 
rendering further assistance to the land 
forces she was co-operating with. At 
ten A.M. I came in sight of her at about 
the distance of half a mile, and imme- 
diately opened fire. After an action of 
about twenty minutes I succeeded in 
setting her on fire,* and at meridian she 
blew up with a tremendous explosion.^’ 

Commodore Farragut declared in his 
report ; “ It is one of the happiest mo- 
ments of my life that I am able to in- 
form the Department of the destruction 
of the ram Arkansas, not because I held 
this iron-clad in such terror, but because 
the community did.” 

This satisfaction was as general at 
the North as the fearlessness was pecu- 
liar to the gallant Commodore. The 
destruction of a vessel that had defied a 
whole fleet, though commanded by the 
brave Farragut himself, was a great 
relief to a people whose hopes of success, 
based upon the generous profusion with 
which they had poured out their great 
resources, had been so often disap- 
pointed by the pertinacious efibrts of a 
feebler enemy. 

This was the enemy’s account of the 
destruclion of the Arkansas, as given 
by one of her officers ; 

“ The Arkansas left Vicksburg at two 
o’clock Sunday morning, and steamed 

* Porter claims to Lave set the Arkansas oii tire by an. 
“iucentliary shell’' of his own invention. The enemy 
declared, however, that tliey themselves htirnod the ves- 
Bel, when it was found that 'she was unmanageable from 
the derangement of her machinery. Her officers and 
crew escitped. 


Grimsby. It was at this stage of the 
battle that General Williams fell, mor- 
tally wounded. He had just said to the 
men of the Twenty -first, ‘ Boys, your 
field-officers are all gone. I will lead 
you.’ The men answered with three 
cheers for the General. The sounds had 
scarcely died away when he fell. The 
General had previously issued an order 
for the lines to fall back, and the artil- 
lery having done so, the regiments 
retired in good order to the positions 
now occupied.” 

The loss of the Unionists, as officially 
reported, was eighty-two killed, 256 
wounded, and thirty-four missing. Gen- 
eral Williams’ force engaged amounted 
to less than 2,600 men, while that of 
the enemy was computed to be 6,000 
instead of hjOOO, as reported by Breck- 
enridge, and their loss confessed by him 
to be equal to that of the Uni 

The most interesting incident of the 
battle of Baton B^ouge was the destruc- 
tion of the ‘Irebelram Arkansas.” This 
formidable vessel had started out to 
co-operate with General Breckenridge, 
in the attack on Baton Rouge, but while 
coming down the Mississippi, her ma- 
ehiuery was so disabled as to prevent 
her from taking part in the enterprise. 
Commander Porter, having prepared to 
receive her, hut finding that she did not 
make her appearance, went — after ren- 
dering valuable assistance in repelling 
the enemy at Baton Rouge — in search 
of her, witli his gun-boat, the Essex. 

“ I had hiformatio.i:i, ” he says in his re- 
port, ‘ ‘of the vicinity of the ram Arkansas, 
about four miles above my ancliorage 


leisurely down the river, having ample 
time to reach Baton Rouge at the ap- 
pointed hour. When she arrived with- 
in fifteen miles of Baton Rouge her 
starboard engine broke down. Repairs 
were immediately commenced, and at 
eight oklock were partially ^completed, 
though she was not in a condition to 
engage many of the Yankee vessels, on 
account of the injuries received. 

" At four oklock, almost to a minute, 
General Breckenridge opened the attack 
on Baton Rouge. A messenger was 
dispatched at eight oklock to ascertain 
the strength of the. enemy’s fleet, and 
the Arkansas proceeded to a point five 
miles above Baton Rouge, when she 
was cleared for action. 

“We learned from the guerrillas on 
shore that there were only three gun- 
boats. On rounding the point, the 
starboard engine again broke down, and 
the ship drifted ashore in sight of Baton 
Rouge, on the Arkansas side. Repairs 
were immediately commenced, and the 
ship got afloat at five o’clock the same 
evening. The engineer rejjorted that 
the engines were unreliable. It was 
determined to make a trial trip up the 
river to ascertain the strength of the 
engines— proceeded some 600 yards up 
the river, when her engines again broke, 
more seriously than ever. The crew 
were engaged aU night in repairs. 

“ Rext morning at eight o’clock the 
lookouts reported the Federal fleet 
coming up. The ship was moored head 
down stream and cleared for action, and 
in this condition was determined to fight 
131 


to the last. At nine o’clock the Essex 
came round the point and opened fire. 
At this moment the engineers reported 
the engines ready, and that they would 
last half a day. 

“'The lines were cut, and the Arkan- 
sas started for the Essex, with the in- 
tention of running her clown. Pro- 
ceeded about 300 yards in the direction 
of the Essex, and the larboard engine 
suddenly stopped. She then makes for 
the bank, her stern down, the Essex 
pointing a hot fire into her. In this 
condition we opened fire with the stern. 

“ The Essex continued to advance, 
and when Within 400 yards the crew of 
the Arkansas were ordered ashore, and 
the vessel fired. After all hands were 
ashore, the Essex fired on the disabled 
vessel most furiously. In an hour after 
her abandonment the fire communicated 
to her magazine, and all that remained 
of the noble Aihansas was blown up. 

“ Lieutenant Stevens was in comnaand 
of the Arkansas and displayed remark- 
able coolness under the most perilous 
and distressing misfortunes. Our infor- 
mant, Lieutenant E., states that hut for 
the misfortune to her engines, the expe- 
dition would have been a most brilliant 
success, and the Yankees would have 
been driven from Yew Orleans in a few 
days.” ■ ■ 

Rotwithstanding the success of the 
ITnionists in defending Baton Rouge 

against the attacks of the enemy, 

it was deemed expedient, soon after 
the repulse of Breckenridge, to evacu- 
ate the place. 
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CHATTER XXXII. 

General Pope’s Report of his Campaign in Virginia.^ — ^Pope’s Objcct.~A Failure or a Success? — The Enemy concen- 
trating their Attention upon Pope, — The Escape of Pope’s Army to Washington .—Public Feeling. — Indignation 
against the Leaders.— Pope sent to the Nortlnvest.— McDowell granted, a leave of absence.— -McDowell demands a 
Court-martial.— Alarm at Washington.— Concentration of Forces.— Defence of the Capital.— Perplexity of the Presi- 
dent.— McClellan restored to Command.— The Enemy’s Scheme of Invasion.— The Enemy in Maryland.— Procla- 
mation of Lee. — Its Effect. 


Though at the risk of some recapit- 
ulation, the full report of Gen- 

1863. -.-n • n • 41 4 

eral Pope is here given as the most 
authentic account of his Yirginian cam- 
paign. 

“ On the 26th day of June, 1862, by 
special order of the President of the 
United States,” wrote General Pope, 
'' I was assigned to the command of the 
Army of Virginia. That ■ army was 
constituted as follows : 

“ First Oorps, under Major-General 
Fremont. 

“ Second Corps, under Major-General 
Banks. 

Third Oorps, under Major-General 
McDowell. 

“ In addition to these throe corps, a 
small and unorganized force, under 
Brigadier- General Sturgis, was posted 
in the neighborhood of Alexandria, and 
was then in process of being organized 
for field service. The forces in the in- 
trenchments around Washington were 
also placed under my command. All 
the disposable movable forces consisted 
of the three corps first named. Their 
effective strength of infantr}’’ and artil- 
lery, as reported to me, were as follows : 


“ Fremont’s Corps, 11,600 strong ; 
Banks’ Oorps, reported at 14,500, but 
ill reality only about 8,000 ; McDoweH’s 
Corps, 18,400; making a total of 
38,000 men. 

‘‘ The cavalry numhered about 5,000, 
hut most of it was badly mounted and 
armed, and in poor condition for ser- 
vice. These forces were scattered over 
a wide district of country, not within 
supporting distance of each other, and 
many of the brigades and divisions were 
badly organized and in a demoralized 
condition. This was particularly the 
case with the army corps of Major-Gen- 
eral Fremont, a sad report of which 
was made to me by General Sigel, when 
he relieved General Fremont in coni- 
inand of the corps, 

“ My first labors wore directed to the 
reorganization of some of the divisions 
and brigades of that corps, and to sup- 
ply the whole force with much of the 
material absolutely necessary for troops 
in the field. The corps of Banks and 
Fremont were in. the valley of the Shen- 
andoah, between Winchester and Mid- 
' dletown, the hulk of the forces being 
I in the vicinity of the latter place. 
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“ One division of McDowell's corps 
was at Manassas Junction, with its ad- 
vance thrown forward to Catlett’s Sta- 
I tion. The other division was posted in 
I the vicinity of Falinouth, opposite Fred- 
I erickshurg. 

“ When I first assumed command of 
these forces, the troops under Jackson 
had retired from the valley of the 
Shenandoah, and were in rapid march 
toward Richmond, so that, at that time, 
there was no force of the enemy of any 
consequence within a week’s march of 
any of the troops assigned to my com- 
mand. 

“ It was the’ wish of the &overnment 
that I should cover the city of Washing- 
ton from any attacks from the direction 
, of Richmond, make such dispositions as 
were necessary to assure the safety of 
the valley of the Shenandoah, and at 
the same time to operate upon the 
enemy’s lines of communication in the 
direction of (xordonsville and Charlottes- 
ville, as to draw off, if possible, a con- 
siderable force of the enemy from Rich- 
mond, and thus relieve the operations 
against that city of the Army of : the 
Potomac. The first object I had in 
view was to concentrate, as far as possi- 
ble, all the movable forces under my 
I command, and to establish them in 
such positions as best to effect the ob- 
jects set forth. It seemed to me that 
the security of the Shenandoah valley 
; was not best attained by posting troops 
I within the valley itself, but that the 
necessary results could be better accom- 
i plished, and the other objects with which 
i I was charged best promoted, by con- 


centrating these forces at some point or 
points from wdiicli, if any attempts 
were made to enter the valley of the 
Shenandoah from Richmond, I should 
be able by rapid marches to interpose 
between such force and the main body 
of the enemy, and cut off its retreat. 
I " felt confident — and this confidence 
was justified by subsequent results — ■ 
that no considerable force of the enemy 
would attempt to enter the valley of the 
Shenandoah while the forces under my 
command wmre so posted as to be able 
without difficulty to intercept its retreat 
and fall upon its rear. I accordingly 
sent orders to Major-General Sigel, com- 
manding the First Corps, to move 
forward from Middletown, cross the 
Shenandoah at Front Royal, and pursu- 
ing the west side of the Blue Ridge, to 
take post at Sperryville by passing 
through Luray Gap. At the same time 
I directed Major-General Banlcs, cross- 
ing the Shenandoah at the same point, 
to move forward and take post between 
six and ten miles east of Sperryville. 
General McDowell was ordered to move 
Ricketts’ division of his corps from 
Manassas Junction to Waterloo Bridge, 
the point where the turnpike from War- 
renton to SperryviUe crosses the Upper 
Rappahannock. King’s division of the 
same corps it was thought best to leave 
at Fredericksburg, to cover the crossing 
of the Rappahannock at that point, and 
to protect the railroad there to Ac quia 
Creek and the public buildings wrhich 
had been erected at the latter place. 

“ While I yielded to this wish of the 
War Department, the wide separation 
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of this division from the main body of at liberty to strike in either direction as 
the army, and the ease with which the they might consider it most advanta- 
enemy would be able to interpose be- geoiis ; that this movenient to J ames 
tween them, engaged my earnest atten- River would leave entirely unprotected, 
tion, and gave me very vserious uneasi- except in so far as the small force under 
ness. While these movements were in my command was able to protect it, the 
progress, commenced the series of bat- whole region in front of Washington, 
ties which preceded and attended the and that it would then, therefore, be 
retreat of General McClellan from the impossible to send any of the forces un- 
Chickahominy toward Harrison's Land- der my command to reinforce General 
ing. When first General McClellan McClellan, without rendering it certain 
began to intimate by his dispatches that that the enemy, even in the worst case 
he designed making this movement to- for themselves, would have tlie privilege 
ward James River, I suggested to the and power of exchanging Richmond for 
President of the United States the im- Washington city ; that to them the loss 
policy of such a movement, and the of Richmond would be trilling, while 
serious consequences which would be the loss of Washington to us would be 
likely to result from it, and urged upon conclusive, or nearly so, in its results 
him that he should send orders to Gen* upon this war. I was so deeply im- 
eral McClellan that if he were unable to pressed with these views, that I rcpcat- 
maintain his position on the Chickahom- edly and earnestly urged them upon tlie 
iny, and were pressed by superior forces President and the Secretary of War. 
of the enemy, to mass his whole force “ After General McClellan had taken 
on the north side of that stream, even up his position at Harrison's Landing, I 
at the risk of losing much material of addressed him a letter stating to him my 
war, and endeavor to make his way in position and the distribution of the 
the direction of Hanover Court House ; troops under my command, and re- 
but in no event to retreat with his army quested him in all earnestness and good 
farther to the south than the White faith to write mo fully and freely Ins 
House, on York River. I stated to the views, and to suggest to me any ineas- 
President that the retreat to James ures which he thought desirable to ena- 
River was carrying General McClellan hie me to co-operate with him, or to ren- 
away from any reinforcements that der any assistance in my power in the 
could possibly be sent him within a rea- operations of the army under his com- 
sonable time, and was absolutely depriv- mand. I stated to him that I had no 
ing him of any substantial aid from the object except to assist. his operations, 
forces under my command : that by this and that I would undertake any labor 
movement the whole army of the enemy and run any risk for that purpose. ' I 
would be interposed between his army therefore desired him to feel no hesita- 
and mine, and that they would then be tion in communicating freely with me, 
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as lie might rest assured that every sug- 
gestion that he would make would meet 
all respect and consideration at my 
hands, and that so far as it was in my 
power to do so, I would carry out his 
wishes with all energy, and with all the 
means at my command. 

“In reply to this commmunication I 
received a letter from General McClellan, 
very general in its terms, and proposing 
nothing toward the accomplishment of 
the purpose I had suggested to him. It 
became apparent that, considering the 
situation in which the Army of the 
Potomac and the Army of Virginia were 
placed in relation to each other, and the 
absolute necessity of harmonious and 
prompt co-operation between them, some 
military superior, both of General Mc- 
Clellan and myself, should be called to 
Washington and placed in command of 
all the operations in Virginia. In ac- 
cordance with these views, Major-Gen- 
eral Halleck was called to Washington 
and placed in general command, Many 
circumstances, which it is not necessary 
here to set forth, induced me to express 
to the President, to the Secretary of 
War, and to General Halleck, my desire 
to be relieved from the command of the 
Army of Virginia, and to be returned 
to the Western country. My services, 
however, were considered necessary in 
the projected campaign, and m}^ wishes 
were not complied with. I accordingly 
took the field in Virginia with grave 
forebodings ' of the result, but with a 
determination to carry out the plans of 
the Government with all the energy 
and with all the ability of which I was 


master. Previous to taking the field I 
issued the following orders, which set 
out very fully the poHcy which I consid- 
ered advisable, and which, at the time, 
received the sanction of the Government 
and, so far as I know, the approval of 
the country ; 

“ The order requiring the troops to 
subsist upon the country in which their 
operations were conducted has, with a 
wilful disregard of its terms, been con- 
strued greatly to my discredit, as au- 
thorizing indiscriminate robbery and 
plunder. Yet the terms of this order are 
so specific as to the manner and by 
whom all property or subsistence needed 
for the use of the army should be seized, 
and the order is so common in the his- 
I tory of warfare, that I have been 
amazed that it could have been so mis- 
interpreted and misundex'stood. It is 
therefore submitted here for the calm 
examination of the Government and of 
the public. I believed then, and I be- 
lieve now, that the policy there laid 
down was wise and just, and was well 
calculated to secure efficient and rapid 
operations of the army, and in case of 
reverse to leave the enemy without the 
means of subsisting in the country over 
which our army had passed, and over 
which any pursuit must be conducted, 

“ The long delay and embarrassment 
of the army under General Lee, in its 
subsequent movements toward 'Washing- 
ton, occasioned largely by the want of 
supplies taken from the country under 
this order, fully justified its wisdom. 

“ It was determined, before I left 
Washington, to take the field in Virginia, 
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that tire union of the armies of Virginia 
and of the Potomac was absolutely es- 
sential both to the safety of the iia- 
tioiial capital tiud to the further success- 
fill prosecution of the operations against 
hiclinioud. The mission of the army 
under my command, therefore, was to 
covei , as far as possible, the front of 
Wasliington, and make secure the valley 
of the Shenandoah, and so operate u|)on 
the enoniys lines of commimication to 
the ^vest and north-west as to force him 
to make such heavy deladnnents frojii 
his main force at Richmond as would 
enable the Army of the Potonuic to 
wjthdra.w from its position at Harrisoids 
Landing, and to take shipping for A,c- 
quia Creek or for Alexandria ; and if, as 
was Ibared, the enemy should throw his 
whole force in the direction of Washing- 
ton, it became my duty to resist his 
advance at all hazards, and so to delay 
and embarrass his movements as to gain 
all the time possible for the arrival of 
the Army of the Potomac behind the 
Rappahaimock. Meantime, before the 
rxrihal of Greneral Halleck, I instructed 
Cxeneral King, at Predericdcsburg, to 
send forward detachments of his cavahy 
to operate upon the line of the Virginia 
Central Railroad, and as far as possible 
to embarrass and destroy communication 
between Richmond and the valley of the 
fehenandoah. Several cavalry expedi- 
tions which that officer dispatched for 
the purpose were completely successful, 
and succeeded in breaking up the rail- 
road at several points upon several oc- 
casions. At the same time I directed 
Major-General Ranks to send forward 


an intantry brigade, with all his cavalry, 
to march rapidly upon Culpepper Court 
House, and after taking possession of 
that place, to push forward (^avalj'}' to- 
ward the Rapidaii, in tlie direclion of 
Gordoiisville. On the 14th of July, 
after this movement was successfully 
accomplished, I directed General Banks 
to push forward, during the night of 
that day, the whole of his cavalry force 
umler Brigadior-Gencral Hatch, from 
Gnlpepper, with orders to take posses- 
sion of Gordoiisville, and to destroy the 
railroad for ten or hlleon miles east of 
that place with a portion of ,his force, 
whde all remaining jnislmd i'orward in 
tile direction of Clnirluttcsville, destroy- 
ing the railroad bridges and interrujiting 
that line of communication aslar as iirac” 
ticable. ■■ 

At tliat time there was no force 
of the enemy at Gordonsvillc or in 
the vicinity, and the whole operation 
as oidered was not only easily practi- 
cable, but would have been attended 
with serious consequences to the enemy ; 
but to my surprise and dissatislactioii 
received, on the 17th of July, irom 
General Banks, a report that Ceneral 
Hatch had taken with, him infantry, 
aitillery, and trains of wagons, and 
that in consequence of bad roads he laid, 
at that date, only succeeded in going as 
tai as j\ladisoii Court House 

“Meantime, on the ICth of July, 
the advance of Jacksoids forces under 
Hwell had reached Gordonsvillc, and 
the proposed movement, a,s ordered, be- 
came impracticable. Ho satislactory 
explanation has ever been made to mo 
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of this departure from my orders on the 
part of G-eneral Hatch. Finding it no 
longer practicable to occupy Gordons- 
ville as I had designed, I sent orders to 
General Banks to direct General Hatch 
to select from his own cavalry and that 
of General McDowell, which, I had sent 
forward, fifteen hundred to two thousand 
of the best mounted men, and to proceed 
from Madison Court House around the 
west side of the Blue Ridge, to a point 
whence he could make an easy descent 
upon the railroad west of Gordonsville, 
and if successful to push forward to 
Charlottesville and, if possible, destroy 
the raih'oad between that place and 
Lynchburg. In compliance with this 
order, General Hatch commenced to 
make the mo%mment as directed, but 
abandoned it very soon after he started, 
and returned by the way of Sperryville 
to his post. As soon as I had received 
the report of this second failure I re- 
lieved General Hatch from the command 
of the cavalry of General Banks’ corps, 
and sent Brigadier- General Buford to 
report to General Banks as the chief of 
cavalry of his corps. On the 29 th of 
July I left Washington, and after re- 
viewing Ricketts’ division, of McDow- 
ell’s corps, at Waterloo Bridge, repaired 
to the headquarters of General Banks, 
a few miles south-east of Little Wash- 
ington. All preparations having been 
completed, I instructed General Banks to 
move forward on the Tth of August, 
and take post at the point where the 
turnpike from Sperryville to Culpepper 
crosses Hazel River. General McDow- 
ell was ordered on the day previous to 


move forward with Ricketts’ division 
from Waterloo Bridge to Culpepper 
Court House, so that on the Tth of 
August all the infantry and artillery 
forces of the Army of Yirginia were 
assembled along the turnpike froih 
Sperryville to Culpepper, and numbered 
about 28,000 men, 

“ King’s division, as I have before 
stated, was left on the Lower Rappa- 
hannock, opposite Fredericksburg, and 
was not then available for active opera- 
tions in the direction of Gordonsville. 
The cavalry forces covering the front of 
the army on that day were distributed 
as folloAVS : General Buford, with five 
regiments, was posted at Madison Court 
House, with h^s pickets along the line 
of the Rapidan, from Burnett’s Ford, as 
far west as the Blue Ridge. General 
Sigel had been directed to post a brigade 
of infantry and a battery of artillery at 
the point where .the road from Madison 
Court House to Sperryville crosses Rob- 
ertson’s River, as a support to the cav- 
alry of General Buford, in front of him. 
General Bayard, with four regiments of 
cavalry, was posted near Rapidan Sta- 
tion, the point where the Orange and 
Alexandria road crosses the Rapidan 
River, with his pickets extended as far 
to the east as Racoon Ford, and con- 
necting with General Buford on his riglit 
at Burnett’s Ford. 

“ From Racoon Ford to the forks of 
the Rappahannock, above Falmouth, 
the Rapidan was lined with cavalry 
pickets. On the top of Thoroughfare 
Mountain, about half-way between Gen- 
erals Bayard and Buford, was estab- 
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lished a signal station, which overlooked hr 
the whole country as far south as to 

Orange Court House. 

“ On the 7 th I proceeded to Sperry- t^ 
Tillo, and inspected the corps of Major- tl 
General Sigel. I remained at Sperry- E 
ville until four o’clock in the afternoon ft 
of that day, during which time I re- d 
ceived several reports from the fiont t< 
that the enemy were crossing the Rain- 
dan at several points between the rail- a 

road crossing 'of that river and Liberty 

Mills. 

“I reached Culpepper Court House 
on idle morning of the 8th of August. 1 

The town had been occupied for several 1 

days by Crawford’s brigade, of G-eneral < 
Banks’ corps, and on the 7 th, Ricketts’ 
division, of McDowell’s corps, had also 
reached there, from IVatcrioo Bridge. 
During the whole of the morning of the 
8tli I continued to receive reports from 
General Bayard, who was si owl}' falling 
back in the direction of Culpepper 
Court House, from the advance of the 
enemy, and from General Buford, 'who 
also reported the enemy advancing in 
heavy force upon Madison Court House. 
My instructions required me to be care- 
ful, and keep my communications good 
with Fredericksburg, and by no means 
to permit the enemy to interpose be- 
tween me and that place. Although 
during the whole of the 8th of August 
it was very doubtful, from the reports of 
Generals Bayard and Buford, whether 
the enemy’s movement was in the direc- 
tion of Madison Court House or of Cul- 
popper, I considered it advisable, in 
I view of my relations with Fredericks- 


burg, to concentrate my wliole force in 
the direction of Culpepper, so as to 
keep myself constantly interposed be- 
tween the main body of the enemy and 
the lower fords of the Rappahannock. 
Early in the day I pushed forward Craw- 
ford’s brigade, of Banks’ corps, in the 
direction of Cedar or Slaughtei Moun- 
tain, to support General Bayard, who 
was falling slowly back in that direction, _ 
and to assist him as far as practicable in 
determining the movements and the 

forces of the enemy. 

“ I sent orders also to General Banks 
to move forward promptly Ironi Hazel 
River to Culpepper Court House, and 
also to G(‘.neral Sigel to mtircli at once 
from Sperry ville to the same place, io 
my surprise, I received, ait.cr night on 
the 8th, a note trom General Sigel, 
dated at Sperry ville, at iralf-past six 
o’clock that afternoon, asking me by 
' what road he should march to Ciulpep 
r per Court House. As there was but 
3 one road between those two points, and 
,) that a broad stone turnpike, I was at a 
;i loss to understand how General, Sigel 
i. could entertain any doyd:)ts as to the 
s- road by which he should march. This 
d doubt, however, delayed the arrival ol 
IS his corps at Culpepper Court House 
3- several hours, and rendered it impracti- 
;h cable for that corps to be pushed to the 
st front, as I had designed, on the after- 
of noon of the next day. 

0r ‘‘ Early on the morning of the 9th of 
0- August I directed General Banks to 
d- move forward toward Cedar Mountain 
in with his whole corps, and to join the 
:s- brigade of that corps under General 














GENERAL POPE’S REPORT. 


389 



Crawford, wMcli had been pushed for- force of the enemy was not adYancing 
vfard on the day previous. I directed on Culpepper from the direction of I 

General Banks to take up a strong posi- Madison Court House, General Buford 1 

tioii at or near the point occupied by having reported to me very early on the 

that brigade, to check the advance of morning of the 9tli from Madison Court 

the enemy, and to determine his forces House that the enemy was in heavy 
and the character of his movements as force on his right, his left, and partly on 
far as practicable. his rear, and that he was retreating in 

“ The consohdated report of General the direction of Sperryville. 

Banks’ corps, received some days previ- “ Desultory artillery firing had been 
ously, exhibited an effective force of kept up all day on the 9th, in the direc- 
something over 14,000 men. Aj)pended tion of General Banks’ corps, but I con- 
to this report will be found the return tinned to receive, during the whole of 
in question. It appeared subsequently, that day, reports from General Banks 
however, that General Banks’ forces at that no considerable force of the enemy 
that time did not exceed 8,000 men. had come forward, and that his cavahy 
But, although I several times called had been ostentatiously displayed. He 
General Banks’ attention to the discrep- did not believe that the enemy were in 
ancy between this return and the force he sufficient force to make any attack upon 
afterward stated to me he had led to the him. As late as five o’clock in the af- 
front, that discrepancy has never been ternoon General Banks wrote me sub- 
explained, and I do not yet understand stantially to the same effect ; but he- 
how General Banks could have been so fore I had received this last note, the 
greatly mistaken as to the forces under artillery firing had become so rapid and 
his immediate command. continuous that I feared a general en- 

“ I directed him, when he went for- gagement was going on, or might be 
ward from Culpepper Court House, that brought on at any moment, I therefore 
if the enemy advanced to attack him in instructed General McDowell to move 
the strong position which I had in- forward Ricketts’ division rapidly to the 
structed him to take up, that he should field, and accompanied that division my- 
push his skirmishers well to the front, self. At no time during the day did 
and notify me immediately. Three General Banks express any apprehen- 
miles in his rear, and wdthin easy sup- sions of attack in force by the enemy, 
porting distance, Ricketts’ division of nor did he ask, nor intimate that he j 
McDoweh’s corps had been posted at needed reinforcements. I 

the point where the road from Madison “ General Sigel’s corps began to j 
Court House to Culpepper intersects the march into Culpepper Court House late 
road from Culpepj)er to Cedar Mountain, in the afternoon, and just as I was leav- 
This division was so posted because it iiig that place, having been delayed sev- 
was not certain whether a considerable eral hours by General Sigel’s singular 
132 
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burg, to concentrate my wliole force in 
the direction of Culpepper, so as to 
keep myself constantly interposed be- 
tween the main body of the enemy and 
the lower fords of the Rappahannock. 
Early in the day I pushed forward Craw- 
ford's brigade, of Banks’ corps, in the 
direction of Cedar or Slaughter Moun- 
tain, to support General Bayard, who 
was falling slowly back in that direction, 
and to assist him as far as practicable in 
determining the movements and the 
forces of the enemy. 

“ I sent orders also to General Banks 
to move forward promptly from Hazel 
River to Culpepper Court House, and 
also to General Sigel to march at once 
from Sperryville to the same place. To 
. my surprise, I received, after night, on 
the 8th, a note from General Sigel, 
dated at Sperryville, at half-past six 
o’clock that afternoon, asking me by 
what road he should march to Culpep- 
per Court House. As there was but 
one road between those two points, and 
that a broad stone turnpike, I was at a 
loss to understand how General Sigel 
could entertain any doubts as to the 
road by which he should march. This 
doubt, however, delayed the arrival of 
his corps at Culpepper Court House 
several hours, and rendered it impracti- 
cable for that corps to be pushed to the 
front, as I had designed, on the after- 
noon of the next day. 

“ Early on the morning of the 9th of 
August I directed General Banks to 
move forward toward Cedar Mountain 
with his whole corps, and to join the 
brigade of that corps under General 


lished a signal station, which overlooked 
the whole country as far south as 
Orange Court House. 

“ On the 7th I proceeded to Sperry- 
ville, and inspected the corps of Major- 
General Sigel. I remained at Sperry- 
ville until four o’clock in the afternoon 
of that day, during which time I re- 
ceived several reports from the front 
that the enemy were crossing the Rapi- 
dan at several points between the rail- 
road crossing of that river and Liberty 
MiUs. 

“I reached Culpepper Court House 
on the morning of the 8th of August. 
The town had been occupied for several 
days by Crawford’s brigade, of General 
Banks’ corps, and on the Tth, Ricketts’ 
division, of McDowell’s corps, had also 
reached there, from Waterloo Bridge. 
During the whole of the morning of the 
8th I continued to receive reports from 
General Bayard, who was slowly falling 
back in the direction of Culpepper 
Court House, from the advance of the 
enemy, and from General Buford, who 
also reported the enemy advancing in 
heavy force upon Madison Court House. 
My instructions required me to he care- 
ful, and keep my communications good 
with Frederickshurg, and by no means 
to permit the enemy to interpose be- 
tween me and that place. Although 
during the whole of the 8th of August 
it was very doubtful, from the reports of 
Generals Bayard and Buford, whether 
the enemy’s movement was in the direc- 
tion of Madison Court House or of Cul- 
pepper, I considered it advisable, in 
view of my relations .with Fredericks- 
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Crawford, which had been pushed for- 
ward on the day previous. I directed 
Q-eneral Banks to take up a strong posi- 
tion at or near the point occupied by 
that brigade, to check the advance of 
the enemy, and to determine his forces 
and the character of his movements as 
far as practicable. 

“The consohdated report of General 
Banks^ corps, received some days previ- 
ously, exhibited an effective force of 
something over 14,000 men. Appended 
to this report will be found the return 
in question. It appeared subsequently, 
however, that General Banks’ forces at 
that time did not exceed 8,000 men. 
But, although I several times called 
General Banks’ attention to the discrep- 
ancy between this return and the force he 
afterward stated to me he had led to the 
front, that discrepancy has never been 
explained, and I do not yet understand 
liow General Banks could have been so 
greatly mistaken as to the forces under 
his immediate command. 

“ I directed him, when he went for- 
ward from Culpepper Court House, that 
if the enemy advanced to attack him in 
the strong position which I had in- 
structed him to take up, that he should 
push his skirmishers well to the front, 
and notify me immediately. Three 
miles in his rear, and within easy sup- 
porting distance, Bicketts’ division of 
McDowell’s corps had been posted at 
the point where the road from Madison 
Court House to Culpepper intersects the 
road from Culpepper to Cedar Mountain. 
This division was so posted because it 
was not certain w^hether a considerable 


force of the enemy was not advancing 
on Culpepper from the direction of 
Madison Court House, General Buford 
having reported to me very early on the 
morning of the 9 th from Madison Court 
House that the enemy was in; heavy 
force on his right, his left, and partly on 
his rear, and that he was retreating in 
the direction of Speriyville. 

“ Desultory artillery firing had been 
kept up all day on the 9tli, in the direc- 
tion of General Banks’ corps, but I con- 
tinued to receive, during the whole of 
that day, reports from General Banks 
that no considerable force of the enemy 
had come forward, and that his cavalry 
had been ostentatiously displayed. He 
did not believe that the enemy were in 
sufficient force to make any attack upon 
him. As late as five o’clock in the af- 
ternoon General Banks wrote me sub- 
stantially to the same effect ; hut be- 
fore I had received this last note, the 
artillery firing had become so rapid and 
continuous that I feared a general en- 
gagement was going on, or might be 
brought on at aiw moment. I therefore 
instructed General McDowell to move 
forward Ricketts’ division rapidly to the 
field, and accompanied tliat division my- 
self At no time during the day did 
General Banks express any appreheu- 
sions of attack in force by the enemy, 
nor did he ask, nor intimate that he 
needed reinforcements. 

“ General Sigel’s corps began to 
march into Culpepper Court House late 
ill the afternoon, and just as I was leav- 
ing that place, having been delayed sev- 
eral hours by General Sigel’s singular 
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uncertainty as to wJiat road He ought to 
pursue. I had given orders a numher 
of days previously that all the troops 
belonging to the Army of Virginia 
should he ready to march at the shortest 
notice, and should habitually keep two 
days’ cooked rations in their haversacks. 
Notwithstanding this order, G-eneral Si- 
gel’s corps arrived in Culpepper with- 
out any rations, and was unable to move 
forward until provisions could he pro- 
cured from McDowell’s train, and cook- 
ed at Culpepper Court House. 

^ ‘ I have received no report from Gen- 
eral Banks of his operations at Cedar 
Mountain, hut I had sent forward 
Brigadier- General Boherts, chief of 
cavalry of my staiGf, and had directed 
him to report to General Banks in the 
early part of the day of the 9th, and to 
advise freely with him as to the opera- 
tions of his corps. General B.oherts as 
well as General Banks was fully ad- 
vised of my wishes, and that I desired 
General Banks merely to keej) the en- 
emy in check, hy occupying a strong 
position in his front, until the whole of 
the disposable force of my command 
should be concentrated in the neighbor- 
hood. General Roberts reported to me 
that he had conferred freely with Gen- 
eral Banks, and urgently represented to 
him my purposes, but that General 
Banks, contrary to his' suggestions and 
to my wishes, had left the strong posi- 
tion which he had taken up, and had 
advanced two miles to assault the enemy, 
believing that they were not in consid- 
erable force, and that he would be able 
to crush their advance before their main 


body could come up from the direction 
of the Rapidan. He accordingly threw 
forward his whole corps into action 
against superior forces of the enemy 
strongly posted, and sheltered by woods 
and ridges. His advance led him over 
the open ground, which was everywhere 
swept by the fire of the enemy, con- 
cealed in the woods and ravines beyond. 
Notwithstanding these disadvantages, 
his corps gallantly responded to his or- 
ders, and assaulted the enemy with 
great fury and determination. The 
action lasted about an hour and a half, 
and during that time our forces suffered 
heavy loss, and were gradually driven 
back to their former position, at which 
point, just at dusk, Ricketts’ division of 
McDowell’s corps came up and joined 
in the engagement. 

“ As soon as I arrived on the field, at 
the head of Ricketts’ division, I di- 
rected General Banks to draw in his 
right, which was much extended, and to 
mass the whole of his right wing at the 
centre of his line, pushing forward at 
the same time Ricketts’ division to oc- 
cupy the ground thus vacated. The en- 
emy followed Banks as he retired, with 
great caution, and emerging from the 
woods which had sheltered him all day, 
attempted to push forward to the open 
ground in front of our new line. A 
sharp artillery engagement immediately 
commenced, when the enemy were driven 
back to the woods, principally by the 
batteries of Ricketts’ division. The ar- 
tillery firing was kept up until near 
midnight of the 9th. 

“ Finding that Banks’ corps had been 
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severely cut up, and was inucli fatigued, 
I drew it back to the rear, and pushed 
forward the corps of Sigel, which had 
begun to arrive, to occupy the woods 
on the left of the road, with a wide 
space of open ground in his front. 
Eicketts’ division was also drawn back 
to the cover of the woods, and behind 
the ridges, in the open ground on the 
right of Sigel. 

“ These dispositions were completed 
about daybreak on the morning of the 
10th. Banks’ corps, reduced to about 
6,000 men, was so cut up and worn 
down wnth hitigue that I did not con- 
sider it capable of rendering any effi- 
cient service for several days. I there- 
fore directed General Banks, or, in his 
absence, General Williams, who suc- 
ceeded to the command, to assemble his 
corps on the road to Culpepper Court 
House, and about two miles in the rear 
of our front, to collect his stragglers, 
send back his wounded to Culpepper 
Court House, and proceed as rapidly 
as possible to put the corps in condition 
for service. In consequence of the vig- 
orous resistance of the night previous, 
and the severe loss of the enemy in at- 
tempting to advance before daylight of 
the 10th, Jackson drew" back his forces 
toward Cedar Mountain, about two miles 
from our front. Our pickets were im- 
mediately pushed forward, supported by 
Milroy’s brigade, and occupied the 
ground. • 

“The day of the 18th was intensely 
hot, and the troops on both sides were 
too much fatigued to renew the action. 
My whole effective force on that day, 


exclusive of General Banks’ corps, | 

which was in no condition for service, | 

was about 20,000 artillery and infantry, i 
and about 2,000 cavalry, Generat Bu- i 
ford, with the cavalry force under Ms , | 
command, not yet having been able to 
join the main body. j 

“I had telegraphed General King, at 
Fredericksburg, to move forward on the 
8th, by the low^er fords of the Rappa- 
liannock and Stevenshurg, to join me. 

A large part of Ms command had just 
returned from a very fatiguing expedi- 
tion against the Central Railroad, but 
he marched forward promptly and 
joined the main body late in the eweii- 
ing of the 11th. The whole day was 
spent by both armies in burying the 
dead and in bringing off the wounded, 
“Although, even after King joined 
me, my whole effective force wms barely 
equal to that of the enemy, I deter- 
mined, after giving King’s division one 
night’s rest, to fall upon him at day- 
light on the 12th, on Ms line of commu- 
nication, and compel him to fight a bat- 
tle, wffiich must have been entirely de- ■ 
cisive for one army or the other. But 
during the night of the 11th Jackson 
evacuated the position in front of us, 
and retreated rapidly across the Rapi- 
dan, in the direction of Gordonsville, 
leaving many of his dead and wounded 
on the field and along the road from 
Cedar Mountain to Grange Court House. 

Ko material of war nor baggage trains 
were lost on either side, hut the loss of 
life on both sides was severe. Briga- 
dier-Generals Geary, Augur, and Car- 
roll were bacRy wounded, and Brigadier- 
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General Prince was captured by accident. 
Very many of our best field and com- 
pany officers were killed or wounded. 

Prom tbe verbal reports and state- 
nients of General Banks and otbers, the 
Massachusetts regiments behaved with 
especial gallantry, and sustained the 
heaviest losses ; but the conduct of the 
whole corps of General Banks was be- 
yond all praise. 

“ Our killed, wounded, and prisoners 
amounted to about 1,800 men, besides 
which fully 1,000 men straggled back to 
Culpepper Coimt House and beyond, 
and never entirely returned to their 
*coihmaiids, 

“ A strong cavalry force, under Gen- 
erals Buford and Bayard, pursued the 
enemy to: the Rapidan, and captured 
many stragglers. 

'‘The cavalry forces immediately re- 
sumed their original positions, and again 
occupied the Rapidan from Racoon Ford 
to the base of the Blue Pddge. On the 
14th of August General Reno, with 
8,000 men of the forces which had ar- 
rived at Falmouth, under General 
Burnside, joined me. I immediately 
pushed forward my whole force in the 
direction of the Rapidan, and occupied 
a strong position with my right, under 
Major-General Sigel, resting on Robert- 
son’s River, where the road from Cedar 
Mountain to Orange Court House cross- 
es that stream. My centre, under Gen- 
eral McDowell, occupied both flanks of 
Cedar Mountain, and my loft, under 
General Reno, a position near Racoon 

I Ford, and covering the road from that 
i 

ford to Stevensburg and Culpepper. I 


began again, immediately, to operate 
with my cavalry upon the enemy’s com- 
munications with Richmond. From the 
12th to the 18th of August, reports 
were constantly reaching me of large 
forces of the enemy reinforcing Jackson 
from the direction of Richmond, and by 
the morning of the 18th I became satis- 
fied that nearly the whole force of the 
enemy from Richmond was assembling 
in my front, along the south side of the 
Rapidan, and extending from Racoon 
Ford to Liberty Mills. The cavahy ex- 
pedition sent out on the 16tli in the di- 
rection of Louisa Court House captured 
the adjutant-general of General SHiart, 
and was very near capturing that officer 
himself. Among the papers taken was 
an autograph letter of General Robert 
Lee to General Stuart, dated Gordons- 
ville, August loth, which made manifest 
to me the position and force of the en- 
emy, and their determination to over- 
whelm the army under my command 
before it could be reinforced by any 
portion of the Army of the Potomac. I 
held on to my position thus far to the 
front for tbe purpose of affording all the 
time possible for the arrival of the 
Army of the Potomac at Acquia and 
Alexandria, and to embarrass and delay 
the movements of the enemy as far as 
practicable. 

“ On the 18th of August it became 
apparent to me that this advanced posi- 
tion, with the small force under my 
command, was no longer tenable in the 
face of the overwhelming force of the 
enemy. I determined, accordingly, to 
withdraw behind the Rappahannock 
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with all speed, and, as I had been m- 


tion, Generetl Sigel haTing been directed 


structed, to defend, as far as practicable, 
the line of that river. I accordingly 
directed Major-General Reno to send 
back his trains on the morninar of the 

o 

18th, by the way of Stevensburg, to 
Kelly’s or Barnett’s Ford, and as soon 
as the trains had gotten several hours 
in advance, to follow them with his 
whole corps, and take post behind 
the Rappahannock, leaving all his cav- 
alry in the neighborhood of Racoon 
Ford to cover this movement. 

“ General Banks’ corps, which had 
been ordered on the 12th to take posi- 
tion at Culpepper Court House, I di- 
rected, with its trains preceding it, to 
cross the Rappahannock at the point 
where the Orange and Alexandria Rail- 
road crosses that river. General Mc- 
Dowell’s train was ordered to pursue 
the same route, while the train of Gen- 
eral Sigel was directed through Jeffer- 
son to cross the Rappahannock at War- 
renton, Sulphur Springs. So soon as 
these trains had been sufficiently ad- 
vanced, McDowell’s corps was directed 
to take the route from Culpepper to 
Rappahannock Ford, while General Si- 
gel, who was on the right and front, was 
directed to follow the movement of this 
train to Sulphur Springs. 

“ These movements were executed 
during the day and night of the 18th, 
and the da}?" of the 19th, by which time 
the whole army, with its trains, had 
safely recrossed the Rappahannock, and 
was posted behind that stream, with its 
left at Kelly’s E^ord and its right about 
three miles above Rappahannock Sta- 


immediately upon crossing at Sulphur 
Springs to march down the left bank of 
the Rappahannock until he connected 
closely with General McDowell’s right. 

“ Early on the morning of the 20th,' 
the enemy drove in our pickets in front 
of Kelly’s Ford and at Rappahannock 
Station ; but finding that we had cov- 
ered these fords, and that it would be 
impracticable to force the passage of the 
river without heavy loss, his advance 
halted, and the main bod}? of his army 
was brought forward from the Rapidan 
By the night of the 20th, the bulk of 
bis forces confronted us from Kelly’s 
Ford to a point above our extreme 
right. 

“ During the whole of the days of the 
21st and 22d, efforts were made by the 
enemy, at various points, to cross the 
river, hut they were repulsed in all 
cases. The artillery fire was rapid and 
continuous during the whole of those 
days, and extended along tlie line of the 
river for seven or eight miles. 

“ Finding that it was not practicable 
to force the passage of the river in my 
front, the enemy began slowly to move 
up the river for the purpose of turning 
our right. 

“My orders required me to keep 
myself closely in communication witli 
Fredericksburg, to which point the Army 
of the Potomac was being brought from 
the Peninsula, with the purpose of rein- 
forcing me from that place by the line 
of the Rappahannock, My force w’^as 
too small to enable me to extend my 
right farther, without so weakening my 
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at Sulphur Springs and develop himself 
on the road toward Warrenton — that as 
soon as any considerable force had 
crossed at that place, I would rapidly 
mass my army during the night and 
throw it upon any force of the enemy 
which attempted to march in the direc- 
tion of Warrenton. 

“ The whole of the cavalry, under 
Brigadier-Generals Buford and Bayard, 
was pushed considerably to the right of 
General Sigel, in the direction of Fay- 
etteville and Sulphur Springs, to watch 
the movements of the enemy in that di- 
rection, and to picket the river as far up 
as possible. General Sigel was ordered, 
if any force of the enemy attempted to 
cross below Sulphur Springs, to march 
at once against it, and to notify me, as 
I was determined to resist the passage 
of the river at any point below the 
Springs. 

“ Finding that the continued move- 
ment of the enemy to my right, while 
heavy masses of his force still confront- 
ed me at Rappahannock Station, would 
within a day, if allowed to continue, 
either render my position on the Rap- 
pahannock wholly untenable, or force 
me to give battle to ,the enemy in my 
front and on my right, I determined 
on the afternoon of the 22d to mass my 
whole force, to recross the Rappahan- 
nock by the bridges and fords near Rap- 
pahannock Station, and by Kelly's Ford 
below, and to fall on the flank and rear 
of the long column of the enemy which 
was passing up the river toward our 
right. I accordingly made the neces- 
sary orders on the night of the 22d of 


line as to render it easy for the enemy 
to break through it at any point. I tel- 
egraphed again and again to Washing- 
ton, representing this movement of the 
enemy toward my right, and the impos- 
sibility of my being able to extend my 
lines so as to resist it without aban- 
doning my connection with Fredericks- 
burg. I was assured on the 21st that 
if I would hold the line of the river 
two days longer, I should be so strongly 
reinforced as not only to be secure, but 
to be able to resume offensive opera- 
tions. But on the 25th of August, the 
only forces that had joined me, or were 
in the neighborhood, were 2,500 men 
of the Pennsylvania Reserves, under 
Brigadier-General Reynolds, who had 
arrived at Kelly’s Ford, and the division 
of General Kearney, 4,500 strong, which 
had reached Warrenton Junction. 

“ The line of the Rappahannock is 
very weak, and scarce opposes any con- 
siderable obstacle to the advance of an 
army. It is but a small stream above 
the forks, and can be crossed by good 
fords every mile or two of its whole 
length. 

“The movement of the enemy to- 
ward my right occasioned me much un- 
easiness, in consequence of the instruc- 
tions which bound me to keep in close 
communication with Fredericksburg ; 
but I instructed General Sigel, who oc- 
cupied the right of my hne, and who 
expressed great apprehensions that his 
flank would be turned, and proposed to 
withdraw from his position toward the 
railroad, to stand firm and hold his 
ground, and to allow the enemy to cross 
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August. The attempt would have been 
dangerous, but no course was left me 
except to make this attack, to retire to 
Warrenton Junction, and to abandon 
the line of the Rappahannock, or to re- 
tire in the direction of Fredericksburg 
and abandon the Orange and Alexandria 
Railroad and the direct approaches to 
Washington city. I determined, there- 
fore, to hazard the result, and to fall fu- ■ 
rioiisly with my whole army upon the | 
flank and I’ear of the enemy. During; 
the night of the 22d a heavy rain set in, 
which before day dawned on the 23d ; 
had caused the river to rise six or eight 
feet, carried away all our bridges, and | 
destroyed all the fords on the river. 

“ To recross the Rappahannock, and 
to make the attack as proposed, was no | 
longer practicable ; hut the rise in the I 
river which had prevented this move- 
ment, I believed would also prevent the i 
retreat of that portion of the enemy 
which had crossed at Sulphur Springs 
and Waterloo Bridge, according to the 
reports which had been sent me by G-en- 
eral Sigel. 

“ Early on the morning of the 23d, 
therefore, I massed my whole force in 
the neigliborhood of Rappahannock Sta- 
tion, with the purpose of failing upon 
that portion of the enemy which had 
crossed above me, and was then sup- 
posed to he between Sulphur Springs, 
Waterloo Bridge, and the town of War- 
renton. As the river was too high to 
he crossed, and was likely to remain so 
for at least thirty-six hours, I had no 
fear that the enemy would he able to 
interpose between me and Eredericks- 


cprings, su 


alonsc the river to Waterloo 


sylvania Reserves, under Brigadier-Geii- 
eral Reynolds, the first of the Army of 
the Potomac which had joined niy com- 
mand. 

“ On the night of the 22 d of August 
a small cavalr}- force of the enemy, cross- 
ing at Waterloo Bridge and passing 
through Warrenton, had made a raid 
upon our trains at CatletPs Station, and 
had destro 5 md four or five wagons in all, 
belonging to the train of rriy own head- 
quarters. At the time this cavalry force 
attacked at CatletPs— and it certainly 
was not more than 300 strong — our 
whole army trains were parked at that 
place, and were guarded by not less than 
1,500 infantry and five companies of 
cavalry. The success of this small cav- 
alry party of the enemy, although very 
trifling, and attended with but little 
damage, was most disgraceful to the 
force which had been M charge of 
the trains. General Sigel moved, as or- 










dered, slowly up the Eappaliannock in 
the direction of Sulphur Springs on the 
23d, and first encountered a force of the 
enemy near the point where a small 
creek called Great Run” puts into the 
Rappahannock, about two miles below 
the Sulphur Springs. The enemy was 
driven across the stream, but destroyed 
the bridges. The heavy rains had caus- 
ed this small creek to rise so much that 
it was not then fordable, so that the 
night of the 23d and part of the morn- 
ing of the 24th were spent by General 
Sigel in rebuilding the bridges. On the 
night of the 23d also, the advance of 
McDowell’s corps occupied Warreiiton, 
a cavalry force of the enemy having re- 
treated from there a few hours before. 
On the morning of the 24th General 
Sigel, supported by Generals Reno and 
B anks, crossed Great Run and occupied 
the . Sulphur Springs, under a heavy fire 
of artillery from batteries which the 
enemy had established all along the 
south side of the Ptappahannock. The 
bridge which had been built at Sulphur 
Springs, and upon which the forces of 
the enemy which had crossed a day or 
two previous escaped from the advance 
of General Sigel, was destroyed, and 
General Sigel pushed forward, with the 
force supporting him, in the direction 
of Waterloo Bridge. 

“ Meantime, I had dispatched Brig- 
adier-General Buford with a heavy cav- 
alry force from Warrcnton on the morn- 
ing of the 24th, to reconnoitre the coun- 
try in the vicinitj'' of Waterloo Bridge, 
and to interrupt the passage of the river 
at that point as far as possible. It was 


then believed by General Sigel, who so 
reported to me, that a considerable force 
of the enemy was on the noi'th side of 
the Rappahannock, and was retiring 
from his advance in the direction of 
Waterloo Bridge. By noon of the 24th 
General Buford repoi-ted to me that he 
had occupied Waterloo Bridge, without 
finding any force of the enemy, and he 
did not believe that there was any force 
between that place and Sulphur Springs. 
I directed him to destroy the bridge at 
Waterloo, and to maintain his position 
until the arrival of the advance of Gen- 
eral Sigel. I at once informed General 
Sigel of these facts, and directed him 
to push forward his advance to Water- 
loo. Milroy’s brigade, constituting the 
advance of his corps, reached Waterloo 
late in the afternoon of the 24th. On 
that afternoon the whole force of the 
enemy was stretched along the line of 
the river, from the Rappahannock Sta- 
tion to Waterloo Bridge, with his centre, 
and I think his main body, in the vi- 
cinity of Sulphur Springs. During the 
day of the 24th a large detachment of 
the enemy, numbering thirty-sis regi- 
ments of infantry, with the usual num- 
ber of batteries of artillery and a con- 
siderable cavalry force, inarched rapidly 
toward the north, in the direction of 
Rectortown. They could be plainly seen 
from our signal stations, established on 
high points along the Rappahannock ; 
and their movements and force were 
reported to me from time to time by 
Colonel J. S, Clark, of General Banks’ 
staff — ^who, both on that day, and for 
many preceding and succeeding days, 





apparent to me tiiat I coiilcl no longer 
keep open nn' comm imica lions wilk 
F rederieksbui'g and oppose tlie crossing 
of the REippaiiannock, at Eappahannock 
Station, without abandoning tlio road 
from Warrenton to Wasbingtoji, and 
leaving open to the enemy the route 
through Tlioroughfare Gap, and all 
other roads north of the Orange and 
Alexandria Railroad. As the main 
body of his force was constantly tending 
in tliat direction, I determined no longer 


body of tbe enemy, still moving toward 
our right, and as the heavy column men- 
tioned previously was marching with all 
speed in the direction of White Plains 
and Salem, and from tliose points would 
be able to turn our right by the direc- 
tion of Thoroughfare Guf), or even north 
of that place — it was with the greatest 
reluctance, and only because I felt bound 
to do so under my instructions, that I 
took measures again to assume my com- 
133 





THE WAR WITH THE SOHTH. 


works at that place, and directed him to 
push forward all his cavalry in the di- 
rection of Thoroughfare Gap, to watch 
any movements the enemy might make 
from that direction, 

“I had instructed General Sturgis, 
commanding at Alexandria, on the 22d 
of August, to post strong guards along 
the railroad from Manassas Junction to 
Catlett’s Station, and requested him to 
superintend this in |)erson. I also di- 
rected General Kearney, who reached 
Warrenton Junction on the 23d, to see 
that sufficient guards were placed all 
along the railroad in his rear. After 
these precautions and assurances, I had 
thought, and confidently expected, that 
hy the afternoon of the 26th, Franklin 
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tions were interrupted at Kettle Eim, I 
was satisfied that the troops which had 
been promised me from the direction of 
Washington had made no considerable 
progress. Had Franklin been even at 
Oentreville on the 26th, or had Cox and 
Sturgis been as tar west as Bull Run on 
that day, the movement of Jackson 
through Thoroughfare Gap upon the 
railroad at Manassas would have been 
utterly impracticable. So confidently 
did I' expect, from the assurance which 
I had time and again received, that 
these troops would be in position, or, at 
all events, far advanced toward me, 
that J acksonh movement toward White 
Plains, and in the direction of Thorough- 
fare Gap, had caused but little uneasi- 
ness j but on the night of the z6th it 
was very apparent to me that all these 
expected reinforcements had utterly fail- 
ed me, and that upon the small force un- 
der my own Immediate command I must 
depend alone for any present operations 
against the enemy. It was easy for me 
to retire in the direction of the lower 
fords of the Rappahannock to Freder- 
icksburg, so as to bring me in immedi- 
ate contact with the forces there or 
arriving there ; but by so doing I should 
have left open the wdiole front of Wash- 
ington, and after my own disappoint- 
ment of the reinforcements which I had 
expected, I was not sure that there wnis 
any sufficient force, in the absence of 
the army under my command, to cover 
the capital. I determined, therefore, 
at once to abandon the line of the Rap- 
pahannock, and throw my whole force 
in the direction of Gainesville and 


Manassas Junction, to crush the enemy 
who had passed through Thoroughfare 
Gap, and to interpose between the army 
of General Lee and Bull Run. 

During the night of the 26th the 
main body of the enenw still occupied 
their positions from Sulphur Springs to 
Waterloo Bridge and above ; but to- 
ward morning on the 27th, I think their 
advance moved off in the direction of 
White Plains, pursuing the route previ- 
ously taken by Jackson, and, no doubt, 
with a view of uniting wdth him east- 
ward of the Bull Run range. 

“Prom the 18th of August to the 
morning of the 27th, the troops under 
my command had been continuously 
marching and fighting, night and day^ 
and during the whole of that time there 
was scarcely an interval of an hour 
without the roar of artillery. The men 
had had little sleep, were greatly worn 
down with fatigue, had had little time 
to get proper food or to eat it, had been 
engaged in constant battles and skir- 
mishes, and had performed services la- 
borious, dangerous, and excessive, be- 
yond any previous experience in this 
country. As was to be expected under 
such circumstances, the numbers of the 
army under my command had been 
greatly reduced by death, by wounds, 
by sickness, and by fatigue, so that on 
the morning of the 27th of August I 
estimated my whole force (and 1 think 
the estimation was large) as follows : 
Sigel’s corps, 9,000 men ; Banks' corps, 
5,000 men ; McDowell’s corps, includ- 
ing Reynolds’ division, 15,500 men ; Re- 
no’s corps, 7,000 ; the corpus of Heint- 
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zelmaii and Porter (the freshest by far 
in that army), about 18,000 men, making 
in all 54,500 men. Our cavalry num- 
bered, on paper, about 4,000 men ; but 
their horses were completely broken 
down, and there were not 600 men, all 
told, capable of doing such service as 
should : be expected from cavalry. 

“ The corps of Heintzelman had reach- 
ed "Warrenton Junction, but was with- 
out wagons, without artillery, with only 
forty rounds of ammunition to the man, 
and without even horses for the general 
and field officers. The corps of Porter 
had also reached Warrenton Junction, 
with a very small supply of provisions, 
and but forty rounds of ammunition for 
each man. 

“ On the morning of the 27th, in ac- 
cordance with the purpose previously 
set forth, I directed McDowell to move 
forward rapidly on Grainesviile, by the 
Warrenton turnpike, with his own corps 
and Sigehs, and the division of Rey- 
nolds, so as to reach that point during 
the night. I directed General Heno, 
with his corps, followed by Kearney’s di- 
vision, of Heintzelman’s corps, to move 
rapidly on Greenwich, so as to reach 
there that night — to communicate at 
once with General McDowell, and to 
support him in any operations against 
the enemy in the vicinity of Gainesville. 

“ 1 moved forward along the railroad 
toward Manassas Junction, with Hook- 
er’s division, of Heintzelinan’s corps, 
leaving orders for General Porter to 
remain with his corps at Warrenton 
Junction until reheved by General 
Banks, who was marching to that place 


from Payetteville ; and as soon as he 
was relieved, to push forward also in the 
direction of Gainesville, where at that 
time I expected that the main collision 
with the enemy would occur. 

“ The army trains of all the corps I 
instructed to take the road to Warrenton 
Junction, and follow in the rear of 
Hooker’s division toward Manassas Junc- 
tion, so that the road pursued by the 
train was entirely covered from any pos- 
sible interruption by the enemy. 

“ On the afternoon of the 27th a 
severe engagement occurred between 
Hooker’s division and Ewell’s division 
of Jackson’s forces. The action com- 
menced about four miles west of 
Bristow Station. Ewell was driven 
back along the railroad, but still con- 
fronted Hooker at dark along the bank' 
of Broad Run, immediately in front of 
Bristow Station, at which point I arrived 
at sunset. The loss in this engagement 
was about 300 killed and wounded on 
each side, the enemy leaving his dead, 
many of his wounded, and much of his 
baggage on the field of battle. 

“ The railroad had been torn up, and 
the bridges burned in several places be- 
tween Bristow Station and Warrenton 
Junction. I accordingly directed Major- 
General Banks to cover the railroad 
trains at Warrenton Junction until Gen- 
eral Porter’s corps diad marched from 
that place, and then to run back the 
trains as far as practicable, and covering 
them with his troops, to repair the 
bridges as fast as possible. 

“ I also directed Captain Merrill, of 
the Engineers, with a considerable force, 
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to repair the railroad track and bridges 
as far as possible in the direction of 
Bristow Station. The road was aceord- 
ingly put in order from Warrenton J unc- 
tion to Kettle Run during the 2fthj and. 
the trains ran hack to that point early 
the next day. At dai’k on the 27t}i 
G-enerai Hooker reported to me that Ms 
amnaunition was nearly exhausted, and 
that he had but five rounds to a man 
left. 

“ I had by that time become con- 
vinced that the whole force under Jack- 
son, consisting of his own, A. P. HilFs, 
and Ewell's divisions, was south of the 
turnpike, and in the immediate neigh- 
horhood of Manassas Junction. Mc- 
Dowell reached his position during the 
night of the 27th, as did Mso Kearney 
and Reno, and it was clear on that night 
that he had interposed completely be- 
tween Jackson and the main body of the 
enemy, which was still west of the Bull 
Run tange, and in the neighborhood of 
'White-Plains." 7 

'‘ Thinking it. altogether likely, that 
J ackson would mass his whole force and 
attempt to turn our right at Bristow Sta- 
tion, and knowing that Hooker, for want 
of ammunition, was in little condition to 
make: long resistance, I^sent back orders 
to General Porter, about dark of the 
27th, to move forward at one o^clock m 
the night, and report to me at Bristow 
by daylight in the morning, leaving in- 
structions in some detail for Banks, who 
was expected at Warrenton J unction du- 
ring that night or early in the morning. 

“ The orders for all these movements 
are herewith appended. General Por- 


ter failed utterly to obey the orders that 
were sent to him, givin.g as an excuse 
that his men were tired, that they would 
straggle in the night, and that a wagon 
train proceeding eastward in the rear of 
Hooker’s dmsion would offer, obstruc- 
tions to his march. He, however, made 
no attempt whatever to comply with 
this order, although it was stated to Mm 
in the order itself that Ms presence was 
necessary, on all accounts, at daylight, 
and that the officer delivering the dis- 
patch was instructed to conduct him to 
the field. 

'“ There were but two courses left 
open to Jackson in consequence of Ibis 
sudden and unexpected movement of the 
army. He could not retrace Ms steps 
through Gainesville, as it was occupied 
by McDowell, having in command a 
force equal, if not superior, to his own. 
He was either obliged, therefore, to re- 
treat through CentreMile, which would 
carry him stffi farther froni the main 
body of Lee’s army, or to mass Ms force, 
■assault US' at Bristow .Station, and turn 
our riglit. He pursued the former 
course and retired through Oentreville. 
This mistake of Jackson’s alone, saved; us 
from the serious conse quences whicli 
would have followed this disobedience 
of orders on the part of General Porter. 

" At nine o’clock on the night of the 
27 th, vsatisfied of Jackson’s position, I 
sent orders to General McDowell to push 
forward, at the very earliest dawn of 
day, toward Manassas Junction from 
Gainesville, resting his right on the Ma- 
nassas Gap Railroad, and throwing Ms 
left well to the east. I directed Gen- 
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eral Eeno to marcli at the same hour 

at Gainesville, instead of moving for- 



from Grreeuwieh, direct upon Manassas 

ward from Gainesville at daylight, as he 



Junction, and Kearney to inarch at the 

was ordered, was absolutely, with his 



same hour upon Bristow. This latter 

advance, in that town as late as half- 



order was sent to Kearney, to render 

past seven o’clock in the morning. 



my right at Bristow perfectly secure 

Meantime, beginning about three o’clock 



against the probable movement of Jack- 

in the morning of the 28th, Jackson 



son in that direction. Kearney arrived at 

commenced evacuating Manassas June- 



Bristow about eight o'clock in the morn- 

tion, and his troops were marching from 



ing, Keno being on his left, and march- 

that point in the direction of Oentreville 



ing direct upon Manassas Junction. I 

until ten or eleven o’clock in the. day. 



immediately pushed Kearney forward in 

“ If the whole force under McDowell 



pursuit of Ewell, toward Manassas, fob 

had moved forward as directed, and at 



lowed by Hooker. 

the time specified, they would have in- 



“ General Porter’s corps did not ar- 

tercepted J ackson’s retreat toward Oen- 



rive at Bristow until half-past ten 

treville by eight o’clock in the morning. 



o’clock in the morning, and the moment 

and I do not believe it would have been 



he found that Jackson had evacuated 

possible for Jackson to have crossed 



Manassas Junction, he requested per- 

Bull Run, so closely engaged with our 



mission to halt at Bristow, and rest his 

forces, without heavy loss. * * 


■ 

men. Sykes’ division, of Porter’s corps. 

“ I reached Manassas Junction, with 



had spent the whole day of the 2Yth, 

Kearney’s division and Reno’s corps, 



from ten o’clock in the morning until 

about twelve o’clock in the day of the 



daylight of the 28th, in camp at War- 

28th, less than an hour after Jackson in 



renton Junction. 

person had retired. I immediately 



“ Morrell’s division, of the same corps. 

pushed forward Hooker, Kearney, and 



had arrived at Warrenton Junction du- 

Reno upon Oentreville, and sent orders 



ring the day of the 27th, and also re- 

to Pitz-John Porter to come forward to 



mained there during the whole of that 

Manassas Junction. I also wrote to Me- 



night. Porter’s corps was by far the 

DoweU, and stated the facts so fiir as we 



freshest in the whole army, and should 

were then able to ascertain them, and 



have been, and I believe was, in better 

directed him to call back the whole of 



condition for service than any troops 

his force that had come in the direction 



we had. General McDowell reported to 

of Manassas Junction, and to move for- 



me afterward that he had given orders 

ward upon Oentreville. He had, how- 



for the movement of his command upon 

ever, without my knowledge, detached 



Manassas Junction at two o’clock at 

Ricketts’ division in the direction of 



night, in accordance with the directions 

Thoroughfare Gap, and that division 



I had sent him, but that General Sigel, 

was no longer available in his movement 



who commanded his advance, and was 

toward Oentreville. 


1 
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“ Late ill the afternoon of the 28th, 
Kearney drove the enemy’s rear-guard 
out of Oentreville, and occupied that 
town, with his advance beyond it, about 
dark. The enemy retreated through 
Oentreville, one portion of his force tak- 
ing the road by Sudley Springs, and the 
other pursuing the WaiTenton turnpike 
toward Gainesville, destroying the biidges 
on that road over Bull Run and Cub 
Run — x\fcDowell, with his whole force, 
consisting of his own corps (except Rick- 
etts’ division), Sigel’s corps, and the di- 
vision of Reynolds, marching in the di- 
rection of Oentreville, encountered the 
advance of Jackson’s force retreating 

o 

toward Thoroughfare Gap, about six 
o’clock on the evening of the 28th. A 
severe action took place between King’s 
division, of McDowell’s corps, and the 
advance of Jackson, which was termin- 
ated by darkness. Each party main- 
tained its ground. 

“ Gibbons’ brigade, of King’s divi- 
sion, which was in the advance of that 
division, sustained the brunt of the ac- 
tion, but was supported handsomely by 
Doubleday’s brigade, which came into 
action shortly after. This engagement 
and its result were reported to me near 
Oentreville, about ten o’clock that night. 

“ I felt sure then, and so stated, that 
there was no escape for Jackson. I ac- 
cordingly sent orders to General Mc- 
Dowell, as also to General King, several 
times during the night of the 28th, and 
once hy his own staff officer, to hold his 
ground at all hazards, and prevent the 
retreat of Jackson to the west, and 
that at daylight in the morning our 


whole force from Oentreville and Ma- 
nassas J miction would be up with the en- 
emy, who must be crushed between us. 
I also sent orders to General Kearney to 
push forward at one o’clock that night, 
cautiously from Oentreville, along the 
Warrenton turnpike, to drive in the 
pickets of the enemy, and to keep 
closely in contact with him during the 
night ; to rest his left on the Warrenton 
turnpike, and throw his right well to 
the north, if pos.sible across Little River 
turnpike ; at daylight in the morning 
to assault vigorously with his right ad- 
vance, and that Hooker and Reno would 
be up with him very shortly after day- 
dawn. 

“I sent orders to General Porter, 
whom I supposed to be at Manassas 
Junction, where he should have been in 
compliance with my orders of the day 
previous, to move upon Oentreville at 
the earliest dawn, and stated to him 
the position of the forces, and that a se- 
vere battle would undoubtedly be fought 
during the morning of the 29th. 

“ The only apprehension I had at that 
time was that Jackson might attempt to 
retreat to the north, in the direction of 
Leesburg, and for the purpose of pre- 
venting this, I directed Kearney to keep 
closely in contact with him during the 
whole of the night of the 28th. My forces 
were so disposed that McDowell, Sigel, 
and Reynolds, whose joint farces 
amounted to about 25,000 men, were 
immediately west of Jackson, and be- 
tween him and Thoroughfare Gap, while 
Kearney, Hooker, Reno, and Porter, 
about 26,000 strong, were to fall on the 
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enemy from the east, at daylight in the as soon as they came up with the en- 
morning, or yery shortly after. emy to establish communication with Si- 

‘f With this disposition of troops we gel, and attack with the utmost proinpt- 
were: so far in advance of Longstreet, ness and vigor. 

that by using our whole force vigorously “I also sent orders to Major-General 
we should be able to crush Jackson be- Pitz-John Porter, at Manassas Junction, 
fore Longstreet could by any possibility to move forward with the utmost rapid- 
reach the scene of action. ity, with his own corps, and King’s divi- 

“ To my great disappointment, how- sion, of McDowell’s corps, which was sup- 
ever, I learned toward daylight, on the posed to be at that point, upon Gaines- 
morning of the 29th, that King’s divi- ville, by the direct road from Manassas 
sion had fallen back in the direction of Junction to that place. I urged him to 
Manassas Junction, thus leaving open make all speed, that he might come up 
the road to Thoroughfare Gap, and mak- with the enemy and be able to turn his 
ing new movements and dispositions of dank near where the Warrenton turn- 
troops immediately necessary. pike is intersected by the wood from 

^5- * * Manassas Junction to Gainesville. Short- 

“ The disposition of the troops on the ly after sending this order I received a 
west of Jackson having failed, through note from General McDowell, whom I 
Ricketts’ movement toward Thorough- had not been able to find during the 
fare Gap, and the consequent with- night of the 28th, dated at . Manassas 
drawai of King, an imminent change in Junction, requesting that King’s division 
the disposition and proposed movements might not be taken from his command, 
of the troops for the succeeding day be- I immediately sent a joint order to Gen- 
came necessary, and about daylight on erals McDowell and Porter, directing 
the morning of the 29th, shortly after I them, with their two corps, to march 
received information of the withdrawal with all speed toward Gainesville, on 
of King’s division, I sent orders to Gen- the direct road from Manassas Junction, 
eral Sigel, wLo was in the neighborhood This^order, which is appended, sets forth 
of Groveton, supported by Reynolds’ in detail the movements they were di- 
division, to attack the enem}?' vigorously rected to make. 

as soon as it was light enough to see, “ Sigel attacked the enemy about 
and bring him to a stand, if it were pos- daylight on the morning of the 29 th, a 
sible to do so. mile or two east of Groveton, where he 

“ I instructed General Heintzelman to was soon joined by the divisions of 
push forward from Centrevihe toward Hooker and Kearney. Jackson fell 
Gainesville at the earliest dawn, with back several miles, but was so closely 
the divisions of Hooker and Kearney, pressed by these forces that he was com- 
and directed General Reno to follow polled to make a stand, and to make 
closely in his rear, to use all speed, and the best defence possible. He accord- 
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ingly took up a position with his left in | as there were no troops to replace them, , i | 
the neighborhood of Sudley Springs, | and that, he must hold his ground ; that j 1 



his right a little to the south of War- I would not again push his troops into 
renton turnpike, and his line coTered bj' action, as the corps of Porter and Me- 
an old railroad grade which leads from Dowell "were moving forward from Ma- 
G-ainesville in the direction of Leesburg, nassas Junction, on the road to Gaiiies- 
His batteries, which were numerous, and ville, and must very soon he in position 
some of them of heavy calibre, were to fall upon the enemyls right flank, and 
posted behind the ridges in the open probably upon his rear. I rode to the 
ground on both sides of Warrenton front of our line, and inspected it from 
turnpike, while the mass of his troops right to left, giving the same informa- 
was sheltered in dense woods behind the tion to Generals Heintzehiian and Reno, 
railroad embankments. The troops were accordingly^ suffered to 

“ I arrived on the field from Centre- rest in their positions, and to re-supply^' 
ville about noon, and found the two armies themselves with aiiimunition. 
confronting each other, both consider- From twelve until four obloek very 
ably cut up by the sharp action in which ; severe skirmishes occurred constantly at 
they had been engaged since daydight in various points on our line, and were 
the morning. Heiiitzelmaii's corps oC> brought on at every indication the eii- 
cupied the right of our line, in front or eiiiy made of a disposition to retreat, 
west of the Sudley Springs road. Gen- ^ “ About two o block in the afternoon 

era! Sigel was on his left, with his line several pieces of artillery were dis- 
extended a short distance south of the charged on the extreme right of the en- 
W arrenton turnpike, the division of eniy’s line, and I fully believed that Gen- 
Gcneral Schenck occupying the high erals Porter and McDowell had reached 
ground to the left of that road. The their positions, and had become engaged 
extreme left wms occupied by General with the enemy. I did not hear more 
Reynolds. than three shots fired, and was at a loss 

“ General Reno’s corps had reached to know what had become of those two 
the field, and the most of it had been corps, or what was delay ing them ; hut 
pushed forward into action, leaving four I received information shortly afterward 
regiments in reserve, and in rear of the that General McDowell was advancing 
centre of our line. to join the main body by tile Sudley 

‘ ‘ ‘ Immediately after I reached the Springs road, and would probably be up 

ground, General Bigoi reported to me with us in two hours, 
that his line was weak ; that the clivi- At half*-pa.st four o’clock I sent a 
sions of Scliiirz and , Steinwehr were peremptory order to Geiiei'al Porter to 
much cut up, and ought to be drawn pusli forward at once into action on the 
back from tlie fi'ont. I informed G-ene- ! enemy’s right, and, iR possible, to turn 
ral Sigel that this wars utterly impossible, 1 his rear, stating to him generally the 
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condition of things on the field in front 
of me. About half-past five o’clock, 
when General Porter should have been 
coming into action in compliance with 
this order, I directed General Heintzel- 
man and Reno to attack the enemy. 
The attack was made with great gallan- 
try, and the whole of the left of the en- 
emy was -doubled back toward his cen- 
tre, and our own forces, after a sharp 
conflict of an hour and a half, occupied 
the field of battle, with the dead and 
wounded of the eneny in our hands. In 
this attack, Grover’s brigade, of Hook- 
er’s division, was particularly distin- 
guished by a determined bayonet charge, 
breaking two of the enemy’s lines, and 
penetrating to the third before it could 
be checked. By this time General Mc- 
Dowell had arrived on the field, and I 
pushed his corps immediately to the 
front, along the Warrenton turnpike, 
with orders to fall upon the enemy, who 
was retreating toward the pike from the 
direction of Sudley Springs. The at- 
tack along the turnpike was made by 
King’s division, at about sunset in the 
evening ; but by that time the advance 
of the main body of the enemy, under 
Longstreet, had begun to reach the field, 
and King’s division encountered a stub- 
born and determined resistance at a 
point about three-fourths of a mile in 
front of our line of battle. 

“While this attack was going on, the 
forces under Heintzelman and Reno con- 
tinued to push back the left of the en- 
emy in the direction of the Warrenton 
turnpike, so that about eight o’clock in 
the evening the greater portion of the 


field of battle was occupied by our army. 
Hothing was heard of General Porter 
up to that time, and his forces took no 
part whatever in the action, but were 
suffered by him to lie idle on their arms 
within sight and sound of the battle dur- 
ing the whole day. So far as I know, 
he made no effort whatever to comply 
with my orders, nor to take any part in 
the action. I do not hesitate to say that 
if he had discharged his duty as became 
a soldier under the circumstances, and 
had made a vigorous attack on the en- 
emy, as he was expected and directed 
to do, at any time up to eight o’clock 
that night, we should have utterly crush- 
ed or captured the larger portion of Jack- 
son’s force before he could have been, by 
any possibility, sufficiently reinforced to 
have made an effective resistance. I did 
not, myself, feel for a moment that it 
was necessary for me, having given Gen- 
eral Porter an order to move toward the 
enemy in a particular direction, to send 
him, in addition, specific orders to at- 
tack ; it being his clear duty, and in 
accordance with every military precept, 
to have brought his forces into action 
wherever he encountered the enemy, 
when a furious battle with that enemy 
was raging during the whole day in liis 
immediate presence. I believe, in fact 
I am positive, that at five o’clock on the 
afternoon of the 29th General Porter 
had in his front no considerable body of 
the enemy. I believed then, as I am 
very sure now, that it was easily prac- 
ticable for him to have turned the right 
flank of Jackson, and to have fallen upon 
his rear ; that if he had done so, we 
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should have gained a decisive victory along the Warrentoii turnpike. G-en- ! 5 

over the army under Jackson before he erals McDowell and Heintzelman, who ; | 

could have been joined by any of the reconnoitred the positions held by the i ! 

forces of Longstreet,: and that the army enemy's left on the evening of the 29th5., j j 

of General Lee would have been so crip- | confirmed this statement. They report- I |, 

pled and checked by the destruction of i ed to me that the positions occupied by i j 

this large force as to have been no long- the enemy’s left had been evacuated, i i 

er in coridition to prosecute further op- and that there was every indication that i ! 

erations of an aggressive character. he was retreating in the direction of | | 

“Our losses during the 29th were I Gainesville. ! i 

° , if 

very heavy, but no separate returns of ! “ On the morning of the 30th, as inay | j 

killed and wounded for that day have | be supposed, our troops- — who had been j j 

been made to me. I believed, from all j so continually inarching and fighting for j I 

I could learn from corps commanders, | so many days — were in a state of great | I 

and so reported, that onr loss during exhaustion. They had had little to eat j j 

that day was not less than 6,000 or for two days previous, and artillery and I j 

8,000 killed and wounded, and I think cavalry horses had been in harness and ] 

this estimate will he confirmed by the saddled continuously for ten days, and j 

general reports, which cover the losses had had no forage for two days previous. j 

during the battles of the 27th, 2Sth, It may easih'- be imagined how little | 

29th, and 30th of August, and the 1st these troops, after such severe labors, | 

of September, My estimate of the loss and after undergoing such hardship and | 

of the enem}^, reported to the Depart- privation, were in condition for active i 

meiit on the morning of the 30th, was and efficient service. I had telegraphed j 

based upon the statements made to me to the General-in-chief on the 28tli our j 

by Generals Hooker and Kearney, who condition, arid had begged of him to have ! 

had been over the whole field on the rations and forage sent forward to us ! 

left. General Hooker estimated the from Alexandria with all dispatch. I i 

loss of the enemy as at least two to one, informed liim of the imminent need of | 

and General Kearney as at least three cavalry horses to enable the cavalry he- 

to one of our own. longing to the army to perform any ser- | 

“ Evei\y indication, during the night vice whatever. i 

of the 29th and up to ten o’clock on the “■ xhbout da}dight of the 30th, I re- i 

morning of the 30th, pointed to the re- ceived a note from General Franklin — j 

treat of the enemy from our front. Pa- herewith appended — written by direc- | 

rolled prisoners of our own, taken on the tion of General ^McClellan, and dated at i 

evening of the 29th, and who came into eight o’clock p.m. on the 29th., inform- „ j 

our lines on the morning of the 30th, ing me that rations and forage would be i j 

reported the enemy retreatiiig_ during loaded into the available wagons and i j 

the whole night in the direction of and cars at Alexandria as soon as I would | I 
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send back a cavalry escort to bring out 
the trains. Such a letter, when we 
were fighting the enemy, and Alexan- 
dria was swarming with troops, needs 
no comment. Bad as was the condition 
of our cavalry, I was in no situation to 
spare troops from the front ; nor could 
they have gone to Alexandria and re- 
turned within the time by which we 
must have had provisions or have fallen 
back, in the direction of Washington ; 
nor do I see what service cavalry could 
have rendered in guarding railroad trains. 
It was not until I received this letter 
that I began to feel discouraged and 
nearly hopeless of any successful issue 
to the operations with which I was 
charged ; but I felt it to be my duty, 
notwithstanding the desperate condition 
of my command — from great fatigue, 
from want of provisions and forage, ^and 
from the small hope that I had of any 
effective assistance from Alexandria- — 
to hold my position at all hazards and 
under all privations, unless overwhelmed 
by the superior forces of the enemy. I 
had received no sort of information of 
any troops coming forward to my as- 
sistance since the 24th, and did not ex- 
pect, on the morning of the 30th, that 
any assistance would reach me from the 
direction of Washington ; but I deter- 
mined again to give battle to the enemy 
on the 30th, and at least to lay on such 
blows as would cripple him as much as 
possible, and delay as long as practicable 
,any further advance toward the capital. 
I accordingly prepared to renew the en- 
gagement. 

“At that time my effective forces, 


much reduced by losses in killed, wound- 
ed, missing, and broken-down men — 
during the severe operations of two or 
three days and nights previous, the 
sharp actions of Hooker, King, and Rick- 
etts on the 27th and 28th, and the fu- 
rious battle on the 29th — ^were estimated 
by me and others as follows : McDow- 
elhs corps, including Reynolds’ division, 

12.000 men ; Sigel’s corps, 7,000 ; Re- 
no’s corps, 7,000 ; Heintzelman’s corps, 

7.000 ; Porter’s corps, which had been 
in no engagement, and was, or ought to 
have been, perfectly fresh, I estimated 
at about 12,000 men, including the 
brigade of Piatt, which formed a part 
of Sturgis’ division, and the only por- 
tion that ever joined me. But of this 
force, the brigades of Piatt and of Griif- 
fin, numbering, as I understood, about 

6.000 men, had been suffered to march 
off at daylight on the 30th to Centre- 
ville, and were not available for opera- 
tions on that day. This reduced Por- 
ter’s effective force in the field to about 

7.000 men, which gave me a total force 
of 40,000 men. Banks’ corps, about 

6.000 strong, was at Bristow Station, in 
charge of the railroad trains, and of a 
portion of the wagon trains of the army, 
still at that place. Between twelve and 
two o’clock in the day, I advanced the 
corps of Porter, supported by King’s 
division, of McDowell’s corps, to attack 
the enemy along the Warrenton turn- 
pike; at the same time I directed Heint- 
zelman and Reno, on our right, to push 
forward to the left and front toward 
Warrenton turnpike, and attack the 
enemy’s left in flank if possible. For a 
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short time Eicketts’ division, of McDow- 
ell’s corps, was placed in support of tills 
movement on our right. 

It was necessary for me to act thus 
promptly, and make an attack, as I had 
not the time, for want of provisions and 
forage, to wait an attack from the en- 
emy, nor did I think it good policy to 
do so under the circumstances. During 
the wdiole night of the 29 th and the 
morning of the 30th, the advance of the 
main army under Lee was arriving on 
the field to reinforce Jackson, so that 
by twelve or one o’clock in the day 
we were confronted by forces greatly 
superior to our own ; and these forces 
were being every moment largely in- 
creased by fresh arrivals of the enemy 
from, the direction of Thoroughfare Ga,p. 
Every moment of delay increased the 
odds against' us, and I therefore ad- 
vanced to the attack as rapidly as I 
was able to bring my forces into action. 
Shortly after, General Porter moved 
forward to the attack by the Warrenton 
turnpike, and the assault on the enemy 
was begun by Heintzelmaii and Tleno 
on the right. It liecame rip}>arent that 
the enemy was massing his troops, as 
fast as they arrived on the field, on Ins 
right, and was moving forward from that 
direction to turn our left, at which point 
it wms plain he intended to make his 
main attack. I accordingly directed 
General JMcDowell to recall Eicketts’ 
division immediately from our right, 
and post it on the left of our line. The 
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as they eonimeiiced to fall back, the en- 
emy advanced to the assault, and our 
tvhole line, from right to left, was .soon 
furiously eogaged. The main attack of 
the enemy was made upon our left, hut 
was met with stubborn resistance by the 
divisions of General Schenck, General 
Milroy, and General Eeynolds, who, 
shortly after the action begun, were re- 
inforced on their left and rear by the 
whole of Ricketts’ division. The action 
raged furiously for several hours, the 
enemy bringiiig up his heavy reserves 
and pouring mass after mass of his 
troops upon our left. So greatly supe- 
rior in number were his forces that, 
while overpowering us on our left, he 
vras able to assault us also with superior 
forces on our right. Porter’s forces were 
rallied and brought to a lialt as they 
were retiring to the rear. As soon as 
they could be used, I pushed them for- 
ward to support our left, and they there 
rendered distinguished service, especial- 
ly the brigade of regulars under Colonei 
Buehaiiari. 

“ Tower’s brigade, of Ricketts’ divi- 
sion, was pushed forward into action in 
I support of Reynolds’ i.livisioii, and wa.s 
led forward in person by General Tower 
with conspicuous skill and gallantry. 
The conduct of that brigade, in plain 
view of all the forces on our left, was 
especially distinguished, and drew forth 
liearty and entliusiastic cheers. Tlie ex- 
ample of this brigade was of great ser- 
vice, and infused new spirit into all 
troops who witnessed their intrepid con- 


attack of Porter was neither vigorous 
nor persistent, and his troops soon re- 
tired in considerable confusion. As soon 


I duet. 

i ‘‘ Reno’s corps was also withdrawn 







THE WAR WITH THE SOUTH. 


from its position on our rigEt centre late 
ill tlie afternoon, and thrown into the 
action on our left, where it behaved with 
conspicuous gallantry. 

“ Notwithstanding these great disad- 
vantages, our troops held their ground 
with the utmost firmness and obstinacy. 
The losses on both sides were very 
heavy. By dark our left had been 
forced back about one-half or three- 
fourths of a mile, but still remained firm 
and unbroken, and still covered the 
turnpike in our rear. 

“ About six o’clock in ‘the evening I 
heard accidentally that Franklin’s corps 
had arrived at a point about four miles 
east of Centreville, and twelve miles in 
our rear, and that it was only about 
8,000 strong. The result of the battle 
of the 30th, the very heavy losses we 
had suffered, and the complete prostra- 
tion of our troops from hunger and fa- 
tigue, made it plain to me that we were 
no longer able, in the face of such over- 
whelming odds, to maintain our position 
so far to the front, nor would we have 
been able to do so under any circum- 
stances, sufiering, as were the men and 
horses, from fixtigue and hunger, and 
weakened by the heavy losses incident 
to the uncommon hardships which they 
had suffered. 

“ About eight o’clock at night, there- 
fore, I sent written instructions to the 
commanders of corjis to withdraw leis- 
urely toward Centreville, and stated to 
them what route each should pursue, 
and where they should take post. Gen- 
eral Reno was instructed, wnth his whole 
corps, to cover the movements of the 


army toward Centreville. The with- 
drawal was made slowly, quietly, and in 
good order, no pursuit whatever having 
been attempted by the enemy. A di- 
vision of infantry, with its batteries, 
was posted to cover the crossing at Cub 
Run. 

“ The exact forces in this battle l am 
unable to give, as the reports received 
from the corps commanders only exhibit 
the aggregate losses during the whole of 
the operations from August 22d to Sep- 
tember 2d. Before leaving the field 
that night, I sent orders to General 
Banks at Bristow Station to destroy the 
railroad trains and such of the stores in 
them as he was unable to carrjr off, and 
rejoin me at Centreville. I had previ- 
ously sent him orders to throw into each 
wagon of the army trains as much as 
possible of the stores from the railroad 
cars, and to be sure and bring off with 
him, from Warren ton Junction and Bris- 
tow, all the ammunition, and all the sick 
and wounded that could be transported, 
and for this purpose, if it were necessary, 
to throw out the personal baggage, tents, 
etc., from the regimental trains. * 

At no time during August 28th, 29th, 
30th, and 31st was the road between Bris- 
tow Station and Centreville interrupted 
by the enemy. The whole of the tniiiis 
of the army were on that road, in charge 
of General Banks, and covered and pro- 
tected by his whole corps. If any of 
these wagons were lost, as I believe 
none were, it was wholly without ne- 
cessity. * ^ 

“ The orders submitted will show con- 
clusively that every arrangement -was 
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made in the utmost detail, for the secu- 
rity of our trains and supplies, and I am 
quite convinced that General Banks is 
not the man to neglect the duty with 
which he was charged. 

“ I' arrived at Centreville between 
nine and ten o’clock on the night of the 
30th. On the same iiigdit I sent orders 
to the corps commanders to report to 
me in person as early after daylight as 
possible on the morning of the 31st, and 
on that morning tlie troops were direct- 
ed to be posted as follows : Porter was 
to occupy the intrenchments on the 
north or right of Gentreville ; Franklin 
on his left in the intrenchments ; in rear 
of Gentreville, between Franklin and 
Porter, as a support, was posted the 
corps of Heiritzelmaii ; Sigel occupied 
the intrenchments on the left and south 
side of the town, with Berio on his left 
and rear. Banks ■was ordered to take ‘ 
post, as soon as he arrived, on the north 
side of Bull Bun, and to cover the 
bridge on the road i'rom Gentreville to 
I^lanassas Junction. >Suroucr, as soon as 
lie arrived, was ordered to take post be- 
tween {’ontreville and Cbautilly, and to 
oceii})y Chantilly in force. IMcDoweli 
was posted about two miles in the rear 
of Gentreville, on the road to Fairfa.x 
Court House. Ammunition trains and 
some provisions were gotten up on the 
31st, and all corps commanders were 
notified, by special order to each, that 
the ammunition trains were parked im- 
mediately ill rear of Gentreville, and 
were directed to send officers to pro- 
cure such ammunition as was needed in 
their respective corps. I directed the 



whole of the trains of the armv to be 1 | 

unloaded at , Gentreville, and sent to j i 

Fairfax Station to bring up forage . and } I 

rations. j i 

■ “ We remained during the whole day } J 
of the 31st, resting the men, : getting up , i i 
supplies of provisions, and re-supplying j 
the commands with ammunition, . j 

“ The enemy’s cavalry appeared in [ 

force ill front of our advance at Cub | 

Rim, during the morning of the 31st, | 

but made no attempt to cross, and no at- i 

tack on our troops posted there. A few I 

pieces of artillery w^ere fired, but with 1 

no re.sult on either side. , -r 

“ The whole force that: I had at Ceii- i 
treville, as reported to me by the corps | 
commanders, on the morning of the 1st 
of September, after receiving the corps, 
of Sumner and Franklin, was as 'folio w.s : 
McDowell’s corps, 10,000 men ; SigeFs 
corps, about 7,000 ; Heiiitzeiman’s corps, 
about 6,000 ; Reno’s, 6,000 Banks’, 

5.000 ; Sumner s, 11,000 ; FrankhiF.s i 
8,000 — ii! all, 63,1)00 men. From these 
forces two Inlgades, as I before stated, 
had been sent to Fairfax. Station to 
guard the trains and the dejiot at that | 
place, which makes it necessary to deduct j 

4.000 men. It is proper for me to state I 
here, and I do it tvith regret and reliic- I 
taiico, that at least one half of tliis 
great diminution of our forces tvas occa- 
sioned by skulking and straggling from 
the army. The troops which tvere 
brought into action fought with- all gal- 
lantry and determi'nation ; but Ihoii- 
ands of men straggled away from their 
commands, and were not in aiiy action. 

I had posted several regiments in rear 
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of tlie field of battle, on the 29th of 
August, and although many thousand 
stragglers and skulkers wore arrested, by 
them, many others passed round through 
the woods, and did not rejoin their com- 
mands during the remainder of the 
campaign, I had telegraphed to the 
General-in-chief, from Rappahannock 
Station, on the 22d, that this practice of 
straggling was very common, and was 
reducing our force considerably, even at 
that time. I also sent orders on the 
same day to General Sturgis to arrest all 
stragglers arriving at Alexandria ; to 
confine them in military prisons, and to 
bring them to speedy trial. 

“ The active and incessant movements 
of the army prevented me, during the 
whole of this campaign, from giving 
that attention to the subject, except in 
orders, which ought to be, and must be, 
given to it, to preserve efficiency and 
discipline among any troops. 

“ Our cavaliy at Centre ville was com- 
pletely broken down, no horses whatever 
having reached us to remount it. Gen- 
erals Buford and Bayard, commanding 
the whole of the cavalry force of the 
army, reported to me that there were 
not five horses to the company that 
could be forced into a trot. It was im- 
possible, therefore, to cover our front 
with cavalry, or to make cavalry recon- 
noissances, as is nsual and necessary in 
front of an army. 

“I directed General Sumner, on the 
morning of the 1st of September, to 
push forward a reconnoissance of two 
brigades toward the Little River turn- 
pike, to -ascertain if the enemy were 


making any movements in the direction 
of Germantown or Fairfax Court House. 
The enemy was found moving again 
slowly toward our right, heavy columns 
of his force being in march toward Fair- 
fax along the Little River pike. The 
main body of our forces was so much 
broken down, and so completely ex- 
hausted, that they were in no condition, 
even on the 1st of September, for any 
active operations against the enemy ; 
but I detorinined to attack at dayfight 
on the 2d of September, in front of 
Chantilly. 

“ The movement of the enemy had 
become so developed by the afternoon 
of the 1st, and was so evidently direci.ed 
to Fairfax Court House, with a view of 
turning my riglit, that I made the nec- 
essary disposition of troops to fight a 
battle between the Little River j)ike 
and the road from Ccntrevillc to Fair- 
fax Court House. 

“ I sent General Hooker, early in the 
afternoon, to Fairfax Court House, and 
directed him to assemble all the troops 
that were in the vicinity, and to push 
forward to Germantown with his ad- 
vance, I directed McDowell to move 
hack along the road to Fairfax Court 
House as far as Difiicult Creek, and to 
connect by his right with Hooker. Reno 
was to push forward to the north of the 
road from Centrcville to Fairfax, in the 
direction of Chantilly. Heintzelman’s 
corps was directed to take post on the 
road between Centreville and Fairfax, 
immediately in the rear of Reno. Frank- 
lin took post on McDowell'S left and 
rear. Sumner was posted on the left of 
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Heintzelmau, while the corps of Sigel 
and Porter were directed to unite with 
the right of Sumner. Banks was in- 
structed, with the wagon-trains of the 
army, to pursue the old Braddock road, 
and come into the Alexandria turnpike 
in rear of Pairlax Court House. 

“ Just before sunset on the 1st, the 
enemy attacked us on our right, but 
were met by Hooker, McDowell, Reno, 
and Kearney’s division of Heintzelman’s 
corps. A very severe action occurred, 
in the midst of a terrihc thunder-storm, 
and was terminated shortly alter dark. 
The enemy was driven back entirely 
from our front, but during that engage- 
ment we lost two of the best, and one 
of our most distinguished officers— -Ma- 
jor-G-eneral Kearney and Brigadier- 
General Stevens, who were both killed 
while gallantly leading their commands, 
and in front of their line of battle. 

“It is unnecessary for me to say one 
word of commendation of two officers 
who were so well and widely known to 
the country. Words cannot express my 
sense of the zeal, the gallantry, and the 
sympathy of that most earnest and ac- 
complished soldier, Major-General Kear- 
ney. In him the country has suffered a 
loss which it will be difficult, if not im- 
possible, to repair. He died as he would 
have wished to die, and as became his 
heroic character. 

“ On the morning of the 2d of Sep- 
tember the enemy still continuing his 
movements toward our right, my whole 
force was posted behind Difficult Greek, 
trom Flint Hill to the Alexandria turn- 
pike. Although we were quite able to 
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maintain our position at that place un- 
til the stragglers cOuld be collected, and 
the army after its labors and perils j)ut 
into condition for effective service, I 
considered it advisable, for reasons 
which developed themselves at Centre- 
"vulle, and were apparent to the General- 
in-chief, and are set forth herewith, in 
the appendix, that the troops should be 
drawn back to the intrenchments in 
front of Washington, and that some re- 
organization should be made of them, 
in order that earlier effective service 
should be secured than was possible in 
their condition at that time. I received 
orders, about twelve o’clock on the 2d 
of September, to draw back the forces 
within the intrenchments, which was 
done in good order, and. without any 
interruptions by the enemy. 

“ The reasons which induced me, be- 
fore I took the held in Yii’ginia, to ex- 
press to the Government my desire to 
be relieved from the command of the 
Army of Yirginia, and to return to the 
Y^est, existed in equal if not in greater 
force at this time than when I hrst stat- 
ed them. I accordingly renewed urg- 
ciitly my application to be relieved. 
The Government assented to it with 
some reluctance, and I was transferred 
to the Department of the Korth-west, 
for which department I left Washington 
on the 7th of September. • 

“ It seems proper for me, since so 
much misrepresentation has been put 
into circulation as to the support I re- 
ceived from the Army of the Potomac, 
to state here precisely what forces of 
that army came under my command, 
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and required, and should have had, some 
days of rest to put them in anything 
like condition to perform their duties in 
the held, 

“ Such is the history of the campaign, 
substantiated by documents written du- 
ring the operations and hereto append- 
ed, which has been misunderstood to an 
extent perhaps unparalleled in the his- 
tory of warfare. I submit it here to the 
public judgment, with all conhdenoe 
that it will be fiiirly and deliberately 
considered, and a just verdict pronounc- 
ed upon it and upon the army engaged 
in it. Upon such unbiased judgment I 
am very willing (setting aside any previ- 
ous record I have made during the war) 
to rest my reputation » as a soldier. I 
shall submit cheerfully to the verdict 
of my countrymen ; but I desire that 
that verdict shall be rendered upon a 
fuU knowledge of the facts. 

“ I well understood, as does every 
military man, how difficult and how 


and were at any time engaged in the ac- 
tive (iperalions of the campaign. Rey- 
nolds' division of Pennsylvania Reserves, 
about 2,500 strong, joined me on the 
2;)d ot August at Rappahannock Sta- 
tion. Tlio corps of Heintzelman and 
Porter, about 18,000 strong, joined me 
on the 2Cth and 27th of August at 
Warrenton Junction. The Pennsylva- 
nia Reserves, under Reynolds, and 
Heintzelman’s corps, consisting of the 
divisions of Hooker and Xearney, ren- 
dej'ed most gallant and efficient service 
in all the operations which occurred al- 
ter they had reported to me.^’ Porter’s 
corps, from unnecessary and unusual de- 
lays, and frequent and flagrant disregard 
of iny orders, took no part whatever, 
except in the action of the 30th of Au- 
gust. This small fraction of 20,600 
men was all of the 91,000 veteran 
troops from Harrison’s Landing which 
ever drew trigger under my command, 
or in any way took part in that cam- 
paign. 

“ By the time that the corps of Frank- 
lin and Sumner, 19,000 strong, joined 
me at Centreville, the original Army of 
Virginia, as well as the corps of Heint- 
zelman and the division of Reynolds, 
had been so cut up in the severe actions 
in which they had been engaged, and 
were so much broken down and dimin- 
ished in numbers fey the constant and 
excessive duties which they had per- 
formed, that they were in little condi- 
tion for any effective service whatever, 

** General Fitz-John Porter was subsequently tried on 
charges of disobedience of orders, etc., presented by Gen- 
eral Pope, and being found guilty was dismissed from the 
service. 
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be understood or appreciated ; and the 
results, however successful, have little 
in them to attract popular attention 
and applause. 

“ At no time could I have hoped to 
fight a successful battle with the im- 
mensely superior force of the enemy 
which confronted me, and which was 
able at uny time to outflank me and 
bear my small army to the dust. 

“ It was only by constant movement, 
by incessant watchfulness, and hazard- 
ous skirmishes and battles, that the 
forces under my command were not 
overwhelmed, while at the same time 
the enemy was embarrassed and delayed 
in Ins advance upon Washington until 
the forces from the Peninsula were at 
length assembled for the defence of the 
city. I did hope that, in the course of 
these operations, the enemy might com- 
mit some imprudence, or leave some 
opening, of which I could take such ad- 
vantage as to gain at least a partial vic- 
tory over his forces. This opportunity 
was presented by the advance of J ack- 
son upon Manassas Junction ; but al- 
though the best dispositions possible un- 
der the circumstances were ordered, the 
object was frustrated in a manner and by 
causes which are now well understood.^ 

‘ ‘ I am gratified to know -that the 
conduct of that campaign, every detail 
of which was communicated day by day 
to the General-in-chief, was fully ap- 
proved by him and by the Government, 
and I now gladly submit the subject to 
the judgment of the country. 

“ General Banks rendered most efii- 
' cient and faithful service throughout the 


campaign, and his conduct at the battle 
of Cedar Mountain, and the operations 
on the Upper Rappahannock, was mark- 
ed by great coolness, intrepidity, and 
zeal. General McDowell led his corps 
during the whole of the campaign with 
ability and vigor, and I am greatly in- 
debted to him for zealous and distin- 
guished service, both in the battles of 
the 29th and 30th of August, and in the 
operations which preceded and succeed- 
ed those battles. 

“ General Sigel rendered useful ser- 
vice in re-organizing and putting in con- 
dition the First Army Corps of the 
Army of Yirginia, and made many val- 
uable and highly important reconnois- 
sances during the operations of the 
campaign. I cannot express myself too 
highly of the zealous, gallant, and 
cheerful manner in which General Reno 
deported himself, from the beginning to 
the end of the operations. Ever prompt, 
earnest, and soldierly, he was the model 
of an accomplished soldier and a gallant 
gentleman, and his loss has been a heavy 
blow to the army and to the country. 

“ General Heintzelman performed his 
duty faithfully and honestly, while the 
commanders of the divisions of his corps 
(Generals Kearney and Hooker) have 
that place in the public estimation which 
they have earned by many gallant and 
heroic actions, and which renders it un- 
necessary for me to do aught except pay 
this tribute to the memoiy of one and 
to the rising fame of the other. 

“ Generals Williams, Augur, Craw- 
ford, Green, Geary, Carroll, and Prince, 
of Banks’ corps, have been already no- 
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ticecl for tlieir gallant and distinguished “ I must also mention in high terms 
conduct at Cedar Mountain. Generals the conduct of Generals Shurz, Stahel, 
King and Ricketts, of McDowell’s corps, and Steinwehr, during the actions of the 
led their divisions throughout the ope- 29th and 30th. Generals }3irne3^ Rob- 
rations with skill and efficiency, and inson, and Grover, of Heintzelman’s 
General King, before he marched from corps, commanded their brigades during 
Eredericksburg, rendered important ser- the actions of the 29th and 30th, and 
vice in organizing and dispatching the Birney during the action of the 1st of 
expeditions which on several occasions September, with zeal and gallantry, and 
broke up the line of the Yirginia Gen- Generals Birley and Grover were espe- 
tral Railroad. daily distinguished in the actions of the 

“Generals Patrick, Doubleday, Gib- 29th and 30th of August, and Birney 
bon, Hartsuff, Duryea, and Tower com- also in the engagement of the 1st of 
manded their brigades in the various September. 

operations of this campaign with abil- “General Stevens, of Reno’s corps, 
ity and zeal. The last-named officer, es- was zealous and active throughout the 
pecially, was particularly distinguished operations, and distinguished himself in 
by the long marches which he made, by the most conspicuous manner during the 
his untiring activity, and by the distiii- battles of the 29th and 30th of August, 
guished gallantry he displayed in the He was killed at the head of his corn- 
action of the 30th of August, in which mand in the battle near Ghantilly, on 
action he was severely wounded at the the 1st of September, and his death will 
head of his brigade. be deeply felt by the army and the 

“ General Hatch, after being relieved country, 
from the command -of the cavalry of “ Lieutenant-Colonel R. 0. Buchanan, 
Banks’ corps, was assigned to. the com- commanding a brigade of regulars, of 
mand of an infantry brigade in King’s Porter’s corps, was noticeable for distin- 
division of McDowell’s corps, and dur- guished service in the afternoon of the 
ing part of the operations was in com- 30th of August. 

mand of that division, and rendered “Of the conduct of the other officers 
good service. Generals Schoiick and commanding divisions or brigades of 
Milroy, of Sigel’s corps, exhibited great Porter’s corps, I know nothing, having 
gallantry and zeal throughout the ope- received no report from that officer of 
rations. They were engaged actively the operations of his corps. Brigadier 
in the battles of the 29th and 30th of General John P. Reynolds, command- 
August, and their commands were ing the Pennsylvania Reserves, merits the 
among the last to leave the field of bat- highest commendation at my hands, 
tie on the night of the 30th, General Prompt, active, and energetic, he com- 
Schenck being severely wounded on that manded his division with distinguished 
' I ability throughout the operations, and 


performed Ms duties in all situations 
with zeal and fidelity. Generals Sey- 
mour and Meade, of that division, in 
like manner performed their duties with 
ability and gallantry, and in all fidelity 
to the Government and to the army. 

“ General Sturgis arrived at Warren- 
ton Junction on the 26th of . August- 
with Piatt’s brigade of his division, the 
only portion of that division which ever 
joined me. This brigade was tempora- 
rily attached to the army corps of Pitz- 
John Porter, and, although misled in 
consequence of orders to follow Grif- 
fin’s brigade of that corps, which for 
some unexplained reason strayed from 
its corps to Centreville on the 30th of 
August, was led forward from that place 
by Generals Sturgis and Piatt, as soon 
as it was discovered that Griffin did not 
intend to go forward to the field of bat- 
tle, and reported to me late in the after- 
noon of that day. 

“ Shortly afterward the brigade was 
thrown forward into action on our left, 
where they acquitted themselves with 
great courage. Brigadier-General Stur- 
gis, as well as General Piatt, deserve 
especial mention for the soldierly feel- 
ing which induced them, after being 
thus misled, and with the bad example 
of Griffin before their eyes, to push for- 
w’^ard with such zeal and alacrity to the 
field of battle, and for the valuable ser- 
vices which they rendered in the action 
of the 30th of August. 

“ Generals Bayard and Buford com- 
manded all of the cavalry belonging to 
the Army of Yirginia. Their duties were 
peculiarly arduous and hazardous, and it 


is not too much to say, that throughout 
the operations, from the first to the last 
day of the campaign, scarce* a day pass- 
ed that these officers did not render ser- 
vice which entitles them to the grati- 
tude of the Government. 

“ The detachment of the signal corps 
with the various army corps rendered 
most important service, and I cannot 
speak too highly of the value of that 
corps, and of the important information 
which from time to time they communi- 
cated to me. They were many times in 
positions of extreme peril, hut were al- 
ways prompt and ready to encounter 
any danger in the discharge of their du- 
ties. 

“ Brigadier-General White, with one 
brigade, was in the heginning of the 
campaign placed in command at Win- 
chester. He was selected for that posi- 
tion because I felt entire confidence in 
his courage- and ability, and during the 
whole of his service there, he perform- 
ed his duty with the utmost efficiency^ 
and relieved me entirely from any ap- 
prehension concerning that region of 
country. 

'‘He was withdrawn from his posi- 
tion by orders direct from Washington, 
and passed from under my command. 

:;s persoual staff I owe 

much gratitude and many thanks. Their 
duties were particularly arduous, and- at 
times led them into the midst of the va- 
rious actions in which we were engaged. 
It is saying little when I state that they 
were zealous, untiring, and efficient 
throughout the campaign. 

“ To Brigadier-General Roberts, in 
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particular, I am iudobtod for services 
marked tlirougbout by skill, courage, 
and unerring judgment, and worthy of 
the solid reputation as a soldier he has 
acquired by many previous years of 
faithful and distinguished military ser- 
vice. I desire also especially to men- 
tion Brigadier-Greneral Elliott, Surgeon 
McParlin, Colonel Beckwith, Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel T. 0. H. Smith, Captain 
Piper, chief of artillery, Captain Merri- 
ett, of the Engineers, and Lieutenant 
Shrink, chief of ordnance. 

“ I must also honorably mention the 
following members of my staff, the con- 
duct of all of whom met my hearty ap- 
proval, and merits high commendation ; 
Colonels McComb, Claiy, Marshall, But- 
ler, Morgan, and Welch ; Majors Self- 
ridge and Meline ; Captains Archer, 
Douglas, Pope, Haight, Atcheson, De 
Kay, Piatt, Paine, and Strother. Mr. 
McCain, confidential telegraph operator 
at my headquarters, accompanied me 
throughout the campaign, and was at all 
times eminently useful and efficient. My 
personal escort, consisting of two small 
companies of the First Ohio Cavalry, 
numbering about 100 men, performed 
more arduous service, probably, than 
any other troops in the campaign. As 
orderlies, messengers, and guards, they 
passed many sleepless nights and weary 
days. Their conduct in all the opera- 
tions, as in every battle, was marked by 
uncommon activity and gallantry.^’ 

If the object of General Pope was to 
advance upon Richmond, he had sig- 
nally failed ; if, however, his purpose 
was only to make a diversion by which 


McClellan might he enabled to withdraw 
his army (roui the Pcniirsula in safety, 
and join his foi'ces to those on the Po- 
tomac, he may, as this was accomplished, 
be credited with a success. This success, 
however, was acquired at a fearful sac- 
rifice. 

The enemy, when they were satisfied 
that it was the design of ]\IcGlollan to 
withdraw his army from the Peninsula, 
gave no further heed to liis movements, 
but directed all their efforts toward 
Pope, whom they hoped to Hank and 
overwhelm before he could form a junc- 
tion with the troops concentrating on 
the Potomac. They had so far succeed- 
ed as to get into the rear of Pope, and 
temporarily cut off his eoinmunicatious 
with Washington. Their full purpose, 
however, was foiled by the resolute 
courage of the Union troops, who fought 
their way hack to the intrenchments 
which surround the capital. The army 
of Pope thus found a refuge, but not 
until it had suffered much in material 
and prestige. 

The people, greatly chagrined by the 
results of a campaign wliicli had brought 
an enemy close to the gates of the cap- 
ital, vented their dissatisfaction in angry 
complaints against the leaders. Cen- 
crals Pope and McDowell became the 
chief objects of popular censure, and 
both were compelled to pay the penalty 
of military failure. The former sqj, 
was, “ at his own request,” relieved 
from the command of the Army of Vir- 
ginia, and assigned to the command of 
the Department of the North-west, 
where the Indians had arisen in in- 



* The request of McDowell wsis finally complied with, 
and a court of inquiry having been established, he was, 
after a long investigation, relieved of all censure. 


tlier I have or have not failed, through 
unworthy, personal motives, to go to the 
aid of or send reinforcements to my 
brother commanders. 

“That this subject of my alleged 
treachery or disloyalty may be fully in- 
quired into, I beg that all officers, sol- 
diers, or civilians who know, or think 
they know, of any act of mine liable to 
the charge in question, be allowed and 
invited to make it known to the court.’^ 

The Government, prostrated for a 
moment by the defeat of its plans and 
the presence of an army disordered by 
retreat and dejected by failure, was soon 
aroused to action by the approach of a 
victorious enemy. The various forces 
within call were immediately ordered to 
concentrate at or about Washington. 

Fredericksburg was evacuated by Gen- 
eral Burnside and his troops were moved 
to strengthen the army of the cap- 
ital. Two days subsequently Gen- 
eral White abandoned Winchester, and 
after resting awhile at Martinsburg, 
finally joined his force to that of Colonel 
Miles in occupation of Harper’s Ferry. 
Subsequently Accj[iiia Creek was also 
evacuated. 

The new recruits were hurried from 
the Horth to Annapolis, Baltimore, and 
Washington, while fleets of gun-boats 
were gathered from various stations and 
posted in the Chesapeake and Potomac, 
to aid ill the defence of those cities. 

The President seemed for awhile per- 
plexed in the choice of a military leader. 
While, however, doubting and irresolute, 
there was, both among officers and sol- 
diers, such a loudly expressed desire to 
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be led by tlioir tkvoritc coimiuiiider, 
that Mr. Lincoln, who had tempora- 
rily witlidrawn McClellau from active 
connuaiid iu the field, no longer hesi- 
tated to place him at the head of the 
Army of the Potomac. 

The enemy, iu the mean time, encour- 
aged by th.e success of their campaign 
in Eastern Yirginia, which had relieved 
their anxieties for the safety of Rich- 
mond and opened the way, as they fond- 
ly hoped, to Washington, Baltimore, and 
perhaps to Philadelphia, ventured upon 
a scheme of invasion w'^iiich they had 
long contemplated, and now helievod 
could be accomplished. 

The enemy’s forces, which had been 
concentrated uiicler General Lee, the 
commaiider-in-cliier, in the course of the 
campaign against Pope, moved, after 
his retreat within the iiitrenchments of 
Sep. Washington, to Leesburg, wbcuce 
they crossed the Potomac into 
Maryland* by the various fords in that 
neighborhood, of which they had easy 
command from the position of their 
army. Having thus thrown a large force 
across the river, without serious oppo- 
sition, they moved into the interior of 
Maryland and occupied the city of 
Frederick, the capital of that State. 
General Lee soon after issued the fol- 
lowing proclamation : 

* That tliiy invasion of Maryland by the army of the 
enemy was in accordance with the po[)iilar wish of tho 
Southern Confederacy is manifest from the following res- 
olutions, wliirh. wore passed on the 12th, of Sept, in the 
House of Bepresentatives, by the large majority of 56 to 18 : 

.ii!e«otoed-~-That the thanks of Coirgress and tho oouir- 
try. are eminently d ue and arc hereby tendered to General 
liohert E. Lee, and the oftlcers and men under his com- 
mand, for their late brilliant victor)', culminating in the 


“ Lek’s irE.Unj;EnUT.El{S, AumA- OE NoinWilKN- 1 
VUUU'MA, N-KAK EuEI'EUIOK'J’oWN, ^ 

September s, ISGC. 1 

“To THE I^EOPLE Ot? MhBAn,,VJSir.) •. 

It is right that you slioiild know the 
puvjiose that has brought the army un- 
der my command within the limits of 
your State, so far as that purpose con- 
cerns yourselves. 

“ The people of the Confederate 
States Iiave long ■watched with the deep- 
est sympathy t.be wrongs and outrages 
that liave been iidlicted u]H)U the citi- 
zens of a commoiiwealtli allied to the 
States of the South by llic strongest so- 

yignul defeat of tho coiubiued forooK of the onoiny iu the 
two great battles of MaiuiSfiiis. 

“ 2. That Congi'e,s,s has hoanl with profound 

satisfaction of tho triumphant crossin, g of the Potomac by 
our victorious army, and, assured of the wisdom of that 
iniiBterly movement, could re]3ose witii entire eonfuieuce 
on llie distinguished skill of the commanding general and 
the valor of liia troops, under favor of tho Great Ruler of 
nations, to achieve pew triumphs, to relieve oppressed 
Maryland, and advance our standard into the territory oi 
the enemy. 

3. That the President lie roqiiosled to trans- 

mit a copy of the foregoing resolutions to General Leo aird 
the offieers and men under his command.” 

Tho desire of tho majority ipuud its cxpi-essinn in those 
passionate words of Mr. :Milos, of South Carolina, iu an- 
swer to a discreet iirotost of Mr. Lyons in behalf of the 
minority : ' 

Mr. Miles, of South Carolina, said “ that the whole coun- 
try had litoridly rung with the cry for tiie onward move- 
ment the press had been loud in, hi; might almost say, 
denunciations of our officers, for not pursuing an aggress- 
ive policy. And now that it was i-ommeuced, tirerc 
ought to he some general e.vpression of o[)inion, with the 
greatest warmth of which we are capable, ol our co-opera- 
tion iu inirsuing the enemy to ins own eonfine.s, and with 
strong arms pluck fortune from the enemy’s soil, 

‘ ‘ This is but approving of a plan which it will he an honor 
to carry out, and what ho bedieved was the wish of the 
people of the country. Let Gongr(;.ss, if need bo, pander 
to public opinion, if they will so term it, but carry the 
war into the enemy’s country, let them bleed, and let 
them feel the horrors of war. Why then oppose tliis res- 
olution ? Is this just ? is this generous to the brave sol- 
diers who arc fighting our battles ?” 
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tended — no intimidation will be allowed 
within the limits of the army at least. 
Marylanders shall once more enjoy their 
ancient freedom of thought and speech. 
We know no enemies among you, and 
will protect all of you in every opinion. 

/‘It is for you to decide your destiny, 
freely and without constraint. This 
army will respect your choice, whatever 
it may be, and while the Southern peo- 
ple would rejoice to welcome you to 
your natural position among them, they 
will only welcome you when you come 
of your own free-will. R. E. Lee, 

‘ ‘ General Commanding.” 
If General Lee intended by this art- 
ful appeal to arouse an active sympathy 
with his cause among the people of 
Maryland, he signally failed in liis pur- 
pose. While the inhabitants of Fred- 
erick and other places occupied by the 
enemy were ^uiietly submissive to the 
military authority which, though exer- 
cised with politic tenderness, was none 
the less irresistible, there was but little 
manifestation of a desire to exchange 
the allegiance of the Federal Govern- 
ment for the hazardous protection of 
the invaders. Some few hundred re- 
cruits to his army outnumbered it is be- 
lieved by the deserters from it, a not 
unnatural readiness on the part of Bome 
eager tradesmen to exchange their wares 
for United States money, a reluctant 
consent on the part of others to yield 
up their goods for Coiifederate' notes, 
and perhaps the scanty free-will offerings 
of a few ardent partisans of the South- 
ern cause, were all that General Lee 
could obtain from impassive Maryland. 


cial, political, and commercial ties, and 
reduced to the condition of a conquered 
province. 

“ Under the pretence of supporting 
the Constitution, but in violation of its 
most valuable provisions, your citizens 
have been arrested and imprisoned upon 
no charge, and contrary to all the forms 
of law. A faithful and manly protest 
against this outrage, made by a venera- 
ble and illustrious Marylander, to whom 
in better days no citizen appealed for 
right in vain, was treated with scorn and 
contempt. 

“ The government of your' chief city 
has been usurped by armed strangers j 
your Legislature has been “dissolved by 
the unlawful arrest of its members ; 
freedom of the press and of speech has 
been suppressed ; words have been de- 
clared offences by an arbitrary decree of 
the Federal Executive, and citizens or- 
dered to he tried by military commis- 
sions for what they may dare to speak. 

“ Believing that the people of Mary- 
land possess a spirit too lofty to submit 
to such a government, the people of the 
South have long wished to aid you in 
throwing off tliis foreign yoke, to enable 
you again to enjoy the inalienable rights 
of freemen, and restore the independence 
and soYereignty of your State. 

“ In obedience to this wish, our army 
has come among you, and is prepared 
to assist yon with the power of its arms 
in regaining the rights of which you 
have been so unjustly despoiled. 

“ This, citizens of Maryland, is our 
mission so far as you are ccmceriied. 
No restraint upon your free-will, is in- 
136 
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Peiinsylvanica threatened by the Enemy. — Alann. — ^Preparations for Defence. — Umisual Promptitude of the Govern- 
ment at Washington. — McClellan in command. — A large Army. — ^The March. — Pursuing the Enemy.— -Battle of 
South Mountain. —Battle of Antietam. — A graphic Narrative. — Beport of McClellan. — Enemy’s Account. — A suc- 
cessful Enterprise of the Enemy. — Capture of Harper’s Ferry.— -Narrative hy an Eye-witness.-— Effect of the Cap- 
ture of Harper’s Eerry.— McClellan exonerated from blame.— Colonel Miles arraigned.— Investigation by a Com- 
mittee of Congress. — Beport. 


As the enemy in their progress danger, and so promptly did the citizens 
1862 ^^ii'Oiigh Maryland extended their respond to the call to arms, tliat in a few 
'march to Hagerstown near the days nearly 100,000 militia were enroll- 
borders of Pennsylvania, this State ed' and ready to march against the inva- 
Sep* seemed to be in danger of invasion, ders. 

Great alarm prevailed in conse- The alarm in Pennsylvania may he 
qnence. inferred from this proclamation of its 

The inhabitants of the border fled into Governor: 
the interior, and the State and munici- “Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, ss. : 
pal authorities throughout Pennsylvania “ In the name and by authority of 
hastened to provide against the threat- the Common wealth of Peimsylvania, 
ened attack of their cities and territory. Andrew G. Curtin, Governor of the 
General Curtis called “50,000 of the said Commonwealth. 

Sep, freemen of Pemisylvania for imme- “ proclamation. 

Ih diate service to repel the now imini- “ in the present position of 

nent danger from invasion hy the One- affairs, it is expedient that measures 
mies of the country.” The common should be taken to arm and prepare our 
council of Philadelphia appropriated people for defence, now, therefore, I do 
$500,000 for the defence of the city, earnestly recommend the immediate 
and empowered the mayor to act as he formation, throughout the Gommon- 
might see fit in the emergency. The wealth, of volunteer companies apd reg- 
mayor, accordingly, after declaring that imentsy in conformity with the militia 
“the rebel generals have moved their act of 1858. Arms will he distributed 
entire army from Frederick to Cumber- to the organizations so to he formed 
land, and their destination is now Har- agreeably to the j)rovisions of that act. 
rishurg and Philadelphia,” called upon “It is further rccomineiided that in 
the latter city for 20,000 men. order to give due opportunities for drill 

Throughout the State proportionate and instruction, all places of business 
efforts were made to meet the supposed be closed daily at three o’clock in the 
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afternoon, so that all persons employed 
therein may, after that hour, he at lib- 
erty to attend their military duties. 

“The cheerful alacrity with which 
the men of Pennsylvania have hitherto 
given themselves to the service of the 
country has pressed heavily on her mil- 
itary resources. 

“ I am reluctant to ask her people to 
assume further burdens, but as their 
safety requires that they should do so, 
it is in their behalf that I put forth the 
recommendations herein contained, and 
urge a prompt compliance with them. 

“ G-iven under my hand and the great 
seal of the State, at Harrisburg, this 4th 
day of September, in the year of our 
Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
sixty-two, and of the Commonwealth 
the eighty-seventh. 

“By the Governor. 

“Eli Sliper, Secretary of State.” 

The Government at Washington acted 
with unusual promptitude. General 
McClellan having assumed command 
of the Army Of Yirginia, rapidly or- 
ganized a large force, and as soon as it 
was discovered that the enemy had 
crossed the Potomac, marched out from 
Washington, with the determination to 
drive them out of Maryland. General 
Sej). Bumner led the advance with his 
corps, and was followed on the next 
day by General Burnside and his troops, 
and soon after by McClellan himself. 

The enemy retired as the Union army 
advanced, the former abandoning the 
various places they had occupied in 
Maryland, and the latter taking • posses- 
sion of them as they followed closely in 



pursuit. Thus McClellan entered Fred- 
erick City just as the enemy's rear-guard 
were leaving, and pushing on immedi- 
ately, overtook them as they were hast- 
ening toward the fords of the Upper 
Potomac. The enemy, thus hard press- 
ed, turned, and their rear-guard made a 
stand in a strong position on South 
Mountain, of the Catoctin range, be- 
tween Boonesboro and Middletown. 
The advance of the Union army at once . 
strove to dislodge them, and a conflict 
ensued, which is thus graphically re- 
lated by an eye-witness'^“ in his diary, 
dated Middletown, Sunday, September 
14th if 

“ General Cox still has the front on 
the old national road leading to Wheel- 
ing. Two batteries, Muller’s and Sim- 
mons’, are now engaging the enemy at 
a point about half-way between Middle- 
town and Boonesboro. Every shot fired 
on both sides can he distinctly seen from 
the position I am now occupying- — ^the 
top of a hill commanding a view of the 
notch in the mountains where the ene- 
my’s batteries are stationed, and the hill 
upon which our own are placed. The 
rebels reply at intervals of fifteen or 
twenty minutes, with four or five rounds 
from four pieces. 

“We have kept up an incessant fire 
for ten hours, but have not yet been 

o Correspondent of N. Y. Triinme. 

t General Cox, who had been so long operating in tlio 
valley of the Kanawha, had abandoned Western Vir- 
ginia, and formed a junction with the Army of the Poto- 
mac. Colonel Lighthum, w'ho was left as the cliief in com- 
mand of that department, was soon after forced to retire 
with his inferior force to the Ohio River before the enemy 
under General Long, who thus gained the control of the 
whole valley of the Kanawha. 
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teries are well sheltered by hills, a;nd the 
enemy will find it difficult to get their 
range. Colonel Scammon has brouglit 
his brigade of infantry to the left of the 
rebel batteries, with the intention of 
flanking them. Colonel W elch’s bri- 
gade, of General Wilcox’s division, is 
passing, with the intention of support- 
ing the cavaky when they are ordered 
to charge. 

“ The fighting is growing warmer and 
more interesting. 

“ Shells from the rebel batteries are 
bursting every moment, but none of 
them reach us. 

“ It is difficult to know wliich. to ad- 
beauty of the landscape 
■e me, (n the roar of the 
rings of smoke, 


able to dislodge them. ISTot a man, thus 
far, has been killed or wounded on our 
side, in the engagement to-day. All of 
their shell are falling short, Alore than 
one-half of ours fall directly in the 
notch, and must have disabled the en- 
The position of the 


emy severely, 

rebel batteries is a very strong one, and 
it may take most of the day to dislodge, 
them. A brigade from General Rod- 
man’s division, has gone round to the 
left, in the direction of Harper’s Ferry 
road, to flank them. 

“ Three regiments of cavalry, the 
Eighth Illinois, the I’hird Indiana, and 
the First Massachusetts, arc beliiud the 
hill near our guns, awaiting the order to mire most, the 
charge the gap. spread out hefor 

“ Brisk firing has been heard for an artillery, the floating 
hour or two in the direction of Harper’s and the scream of the shells as they 
Ferry. It is said the enemy is still try- wing their way over the valley. The 
ing to pass into Virginia by that route, sublime and the beautiful are strangely 
‘ ‘ Stuart’s cavalry were driven through intermixed. 

Middletown yesterday afternoon, at “ One o^clock p.m. — Generals McOlel- 
about three o’clock, skirmishing with Ian and Burnside have just arrived upon 
Aluller’s battery all the way. Detach- the ground. 

ments from the regiment of cavalry just “We have made no progress yet. 
named by me engaged the enemy a Musketry firing is occasionally heard 
short distance to the left of Middletown upon the right and left, hut no results 
on the Harper’s Ferry road, and drove of their success or failure have reached 
them in every instance. Our loss will headquarters. 

not exceed twenty in wounded — none Four o’c/cc/f? p.m. — Victory seems to 

killed. 20,000 men, under command of he perched upon our banner. General 
General Reno are encamped about this Cox is doing well on onr left. Colonel 
village, waiting to advance the moment Scammon, with his brigade of Ohio 
the notch is clear of the enemy’s guns, hoys, has charged two North Carolina 
“ Twelve o'^doeh m. — Benjamin’s and brigades, under the command of Gcii- 
Gihson’s batteries have just gone into ac- eral Garland, and driven them a milcf. 
lion. Gibson is on the right of the turn- General Garland has been killed by a 
pike, and Benjamin on the left. Both hat- shell, and his body is in our possession. 
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"Wh have also*taken an entire corapany 
of the Twelfth hTorth Carolina Hegi- 
inent, together with all the officers. Our 
loss has been quite severe. About 100 
killed and wounded have been brought 
from the battle-field. Dr. Holmes, 
medical director of Cos’s division, esti- 
mates our loss in killed and wounded 
thus far, at 400. * * * 

‘‘ Genei^al Wilcox has been ordered 
to the left, to support General Cox, and 
it is thought, together, they will be able 
to gain the crest of the mountain and 
flank the rebel batteries. General Hook- 
er has been ordered to the right, with 
his whole corps, and everything now 
looks as if we should be entirely success- 
ful before night. 

“ Colonel Cook’s battery, which was 
ordered into action two hours ago, was 
taken by the rebels and has just been re- 
taken by us. 

“ 3'x o’clock p.M. — The rebels are 
falling back, both infantry and artillery. 
General Hooker is pressing them close 
on the right, and Generals Cox and 
Wilcox on the left. We shall not be 
able to drive them from the notch to- 
day, but to-morrow will finish the 
matter. 

“ Steady firing has been, heard in the 
direction of Harper’s Ferry all day. 

“The rebels are reported to have 
gained Maryland Heights. The general 
commanding at Bolivar Heights says he 
can hold that position two days. 

“ The rebel General Hill’s division 
has been able to-day to hold in check 
some 30,000 or 40,000 of our forces. 

“ A stronger position than that cho- 


sen by the enemy could hardly have 
been found. .But we have pushed them 
from it, and to-morrow General Burn- 
side, without doubt, will enter Boones- 
boro valley. 

Nine clock, p.m.— -A courier to 
General Burnside, from Hagerstown, has 
just arrived. He says Longstreet and 
nearly all of Jackson’s forces passed 
through Hagerstown to-day. They have 
countermarched, abandoned their line of 
retreat via Williamsport, and will give 
Burnside battle with their entire force 
to-morrow. A great battle, therefore, 
can hardly be avoided. To-morrow 
will probably settle the question wheth- 
er Jackson escapes to Virginia or not. 

“ All the churches and many private 
dwellings have been taken for the 
wounded in Middletown. In the differ- 
ent engagements of both wings to-day 
we have lost about 500 in killed and 
wounded. We have, however, taken 
about 1,200 rebel prisoners since Satur- 
day morning, and have killed and wound- 
ed about as many more, Stuart’s cav- 
alry has suffered severely according to 
the statements of those we have taken 
prisoners.” 

It would appear from this account of 
the battle of South Mountain that the 
enemy, as they themselves declared, had 
at first but one corps engaged-^that of 
General Hill, who, however, on the next 
day, was reinforced by Longstreet, with 
his troops, when a second and more 
successful stand was made. ' General 
Lee now coming up, removed the two 
corps of Hill and Longstreet to a posi- 
tion in the rear of Sharpsburg, where 
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found himself suddenly under a r 


he rapidly concentrated all his army, 
and prepared to confront that of McOlel- 
Ian. Here occurred the great battle 
of Antietain. The following narrative, 
a correspondent of the H. Y. Trib - 
une^ has been greatly admired, and is 
here given as the best account publish- 
ed of the battle : 

A fierce and desperate battle,” he 
Sep. wrote from the battle-field on the 
Yth September, ‘ ‘ between 200,000 
men, lias raged since daylight, yet night 
closes on an uncertain field. It is the 
greatest fight since Waterloo—all over 
the field contested with an obstinacy 
equal even to Waterloo. If not wholly 
a victory to-night, I believe it is the pre- 
lude to a victory to-morrow. But what 
can be foretold of the future of a fight 
in which, from five in the morning till 
seven at alight, the best troops of the 
continent have fought without decisive 
result? 

“I have no time for speculation — ^no 
time even to gather details of the battle 
— only time to state its broadest features 
— then mount and spur for Hew York. 

“After the brilliant victory near Mid- 
dletown, G-cneral McClellan pushed for- 
ward his army rapidly, and reached 
Keedysville with three corps on Mon- 
day night. * * On the day fol- 
lowing the two armies faced each other 
idly, until night. Artillery was busy 
at intervals, once in the morning open- 
ing with spirit, .and continuing for half 
. an hour with vigor, till the rebel battery, 
as usual, was silenced. 

McClellan was on the hill where falling hills. 

Benjainia^s battery - was stationed, and “Hooker passed the jfirst to reach 
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BATTLE OF ANTIETAM. 


tlie ford by wliicb he crossed, and it was 
held by Pleasanton, with a reserve of 
cavalry, during the battle. The second 
was close under the rebel centre, and no 
way important to yesterday’s fight. At 
the third Burnside attacked, and finally 
crossed. Between the first and third 
lay most of the battle-lines. They 
stretched four miles from right to left. 

“ The enemy had the Shepherdstown 
road and the Hagerstown and Wiliiams- 
port road both open to him in rear for 
retreat. Along one or the other, if 
beaten, lie must fly. This, among other 
reasons, determined, perhaps, the plan 
of battle which McOlellan finally re- 
solved on. 

“The plan was generally as follows : 
Hooker was to cross to the right, estab- 
lish himself on the enemji^’s left if pos- 
sible, flanking his position, and to open 
the fight ; Sumner, Franklin, and Mans- 
field were to send their forces also to the 
right, co-operating with and sustaming 
Hooker’s attack, while advancing also 
nearer the centre. The heavy work in 
the centre was left mostly to the bat- 
teries. 

h Porter massed his infantry support 
in the hollows. On the left, Burnside 
was to carry the bridge already refer- 
red to, advancing then hy a road which 
enters the pike at Sharpsburg, turning 
at once the rebel Hank and destroying 
his line of retreat. Porter and Sykes 
were held in reserve. 

“ It is obvious that the complete suc- 
cess of a plan contemplating widely di- 
vergent movements of separate corps 
must largely depend on accurate timing, 


that the attack should be simultaneous 
and not successive. 

“About four in the afternoon of 
Tuesday, Hooker was ordered to cross 
Antietam Greek, at the upper ford on 
the right, with his whole corps, attack 
the enemy’s left, and occupy a position 
on their flank. He crossed without op- 
position, sent forward cavalry skirmish- 
ers who were speedily driven back, and 
then, advancing with his whole force 
about six, took possession of strong 
ground, close to the rebels’ left, and im- 
mediately became engaged with artillery 
and infantry. Darkness ended the fight, 
with slight loss on either side, Hooker 
carrying and holding the wood from 
which the enemy’s fire first came. 

“Hooker had found out what he 
wanted to know. When the firing 
ceased, the hostile lines lay close to eacli 
other — -their pickets so near that six 
rebels were captured during the night. 
It was inevitable that the fight should 
recommence at daylight. 

“ Heither side had suffered consider- 
able loss ; it was a skirmish, not a bat- 
tle. ‘We are through for to-niglit,’ re- 
marked the General, “ hut to-morrow 
we fight the battle that wfill decide the 
fate of the Bepublic.” 

“Hot long after the firing ceased, it 
sprang up again on the left. General 
Hooker, who had taken up his head- 
quarters in a barn which had been 
nearly the focus of the rebel artillery, 
was out at once. First came rapid and 
unusually frequent picket shots, then 
several heavy volleys. The General 
listened a moment and smiled grimly. 
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“ ‘ We haTo no troops there. The 
troops are shooting each other. It is 
Fair Oaks oyer again.^ 

“ So everybody lay down again, hut 
all the night through there were fre- 
quent alarms. 

“ McClellan had heen informed of the 
night’s work, and of the certainties 
awaiting the dawn. Sumner was or- 
dered to move his corps at once, and 
was expected to he on the ground at 
daylight. 

“ From the extent of the rebel lines 
developed in the evening, it was plain 
that they had gathered their whole army 
behind the heights and were waiting for 
the shock. 

“ The battle began with the dawn. 
Morning found both armies Just as they 
had slept, almost close enough to look 
into each other’s eyes. The left of 
Meade’s reserves and the right of Rick- 
etts’ line became engaged at nearly the 
same moment, one with artillery, the 
other with infantry. A hatteiy was al- 
most immediately pushed forward be- 
yond the central woods, over a plough- 
ed field near the top of the slope, where 
the cornfield begun. On the open field, 
in the corn beyond, and in the woods 
which stepped forward into the broad 
fields, like a promontory into the ocean, 
was the hardest and deadliest struggle 
of the day. 

“For half an hour after the battle 
had grown to its full strength, the line 
of fire swayed neither wa}?". Hooker’s 
men were fully up to their work. They 
saw their general everywhere in front, 
never away from the fire, and all the 




troops believed in their commander, and 
fought with a will. Two- thirds of them 
were the same men who, under Mh.Dow- 
ell, had broken at Manassas. 

“ The half hour passed, the rebels be- 
gan to give way a little, only a little, 
but at the first indication of a receding 
fire, Forward! was the word, and on 
went the line with a cheer and a rush. 
Back across the cornfield, leaving dead 
and wounded behind them, over the 
fence, and across the road, and then 
hack again into the dark woods which 
closed around them, went the retreating 
rebels. 

“Meade and his Pennsylvanians fol- 
lowed hard axid fast — followed till they 
came within easy range of the woods 
among which they saw their beaten en- 
emy disappearing— -followed still, with 
another cheer, and flung themselves 
against the cover. 

“ But out of those gloomy woods 
came, suddenly and heavily, terrible vol- 
leys — volleys which smote, and heiit, 
and broke in a moment that ea ger front, 
and hurled them swiftly back for half 
the distance they had won. Hot swift- 
ly nor in panic any farther. Closing up 
their shattered lines they came slowly 
away— a regitnent where a brigade had 
heen — ^hardly a brigade where a whole 
division had been victorious. They had 
met from the woods the first volleys of 
musketry from fresh troops, had met 
them, and returned them till tlioir line 
had yielded and gone down before tlic 
weight of fire, and till their ammunition 
was exhausted. 

“ In ten minutes the fortunes of the 
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daj- seemed to We changed ; it was the flame and smoke. These were the 
rebels who were now advancing, pour- Twelfth and Thirteenth Massachusetts 
ing out of the woods in endless lines, and another regiment which I cannot 
sweeping through the cornfield from remember, old troops all of them, 
which their comrades had just fled. “ There, for an hour and a half, they 
Hooker sent in his nearest brigade to held the ridge, unyielding in purpose, 
meet them, but it could not do the work, exhaustless in courage. There were 
He called for another. There was noth- gaps in the line, but it nowhere falter- 
ing close enough unless he took it from ed. Their general was wounded badly 
his right. His right might be in danger early in the fight, but they fought on. 
if it was weakened, but his centre was Their supports did not come ; they de- 
already threatened with annihilation. terniined to win without them. They | 
“Not hesitating one moment, he said began to go down the hill and into the | 
to Doubleday, “ Give me your best bri- corn ; they did not stop to think that 
gade instantly.’ their ammunition was nearly gone ; they 

“The best brigade came down the^ were there to win that field, and they 
hill to the right on the run, went through won it. The rebel line for the ' second 
the timber in front through a storm of time fled through the corn and into the 
shot and bursting shell and crashing woods. I cannot tell how few of Hart- 
limbs, over the open field beyond, and suff’s brigade were left when the work 
straight into the cornfield, passing as was done, but it was done. There was • 
they went the fragments of three bri- no more gallant, determined, heroic 
gades shattered by the rebel fire and fighting in all this desperate day. Gen- 
streaming to the rear. They passed by era! Hartsuff is very severely wounded, 
Hookeij whose eyes lighted as he saw hut I do not believe he counts his suc- 
these vetermi troops, led by a soldier ■ cess too deaidy purchased, 
whom he could trust. ‘ I think they “ The crisis of the fight at this point 
will hold it,’ he said. had arrived : Hicketts' division vainly 

“ General Hartsuff took his troops endeavoring to advance, and exhausted 
very steadily, but now that thej^ were by the effort, had fallen back. Part of 
under fire, not hurriedly, up the hill Mansfield’s corps was ordered in to their 
from which the cornfield begins to de- relief, but ]!^^ausfield s troops came back 
scend, and formed them on the crest, again, and their general was mortally 
Not a man who was not in full view, wounded. The left, nevertheless, was 
not one who bent before the storm, too extended to he turned, and loo 
Firing at first in volleys, they fired at strong to be broken. Hicketts sent word 
them at will with wonderful rapidity he could not advance, but could hold his 
and effect. The whole line crowned the ground. Doubleday bad kept his guns 
hill and stood out darkly against the at work- on the right, and had finally si- 
sky, hut lighted and shrouded ever in lenced a rebel battery that for half an 
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The rebel bullets had followed him 
all day, but they had not hit him, and 
he would not regard them. Remount- 
ing on this hill, he had not ridden five 
steps when he was struck in the loot by 
a ball. 

“ Three men were shot down at the 
same moment by his side. The air was 
alive with bullets. He kept on his 
horse for a few moments, though the 
wound was severe and excessively pain- 
ful, and would not dismount till he had 
given his last order to advance. He 
was himself in the very front. Swaying 
unsteadily on his horse, he turned in his 
seat to look about him. ‘There is a 
regiment to the right ; order it for- 
ward] Crawford and Gordon are com- 
ing up p tell them to carry tliesf^ works 
and hold them, and it is our fight 

“ It was found that the bullet had 
passed completely through his foot. The 
surgeon who examined it on the spot 
could give no opinion ■whetlior bones 
were broken, but it was afterward ascer- 
tained that, though grazed, they were 
not fractured, 

“ Of course the severity of the wound 
made it impossible for him to keep the 
field, which he believed already ours, so 
far as it belouged to him to win it. It 
was nine o’clock. The fight had been 
furious since five. large part of his 


hour had poured in a galling enfilading 
lire along Hooker’s central line. 

“There were woods in front of Double- 
day’s hill, which the rebels held 5 but so 
long as those guns pointed that way, 
they did not care to attack. With his 
left, then, able to take care of itself, | 
with his right impregnable, with two 
brigades of Mansfield still fresh and 
coming rapidly up, and with his centre 
a second time victorious, General Hook- 
er determined to advance. 

“ Orders were sent to Crawford and 
Gordon — the two Mansfield brigades— 
to move directly forward at once ; the 
batteries in the centre were ordered on, 
the whole line was called on, and the 
General himself went forward. 

“ To the right of the cornfield and be- 
yond it was a point of woods. Once 
carried and firmly held, it was the key 
of the position. Hooker determined to 
take it. Ho rode out in front of his 
farthest troops on a hill, to examine the 
ground for a battery. At the top he dis- 
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leaving, and assumed command. Craw- 
ford and Gordon had gone into the 
woods, and were holding them stoutly, 
against heavy odds. 

‘‘As I rode over toward the left I 
met Sumner at the head of his column, 
advancing rapidly through the timber, 
opposite where Crawford was fighting. 
The veteran General was riding alone in 
the forest, far ahead of his leading bri- 
gade, his hat off, his gray hair, and 
beard, and moustache strangely contrast- 
ing with the fire in his eyes and his 
martial air, as he hurried on to where 
the bullets were thickest. 

“ Sedgwick’s division was in advance, 
moving forward to support Crawford 
and Gordon. Eebel reinforcements were 
approaching also, and the struggle for 
the roads was again to be renewed. 
Sumner sent forward two divisions— 
Richardson and French on the left ; 
Sedgwick moving in column of division 
through the roads in rear, deployed, and 
advanced in line over the cornfield. 

“ There was a broad interval between 
him and the nearest division, and he saw 
that if the rebel line were complete, his 
own division was in immediate danger 
of being flanked. But his orders were 
to advance, and those are the orders 
which a soldier — and Sedgwick is every 
inch a soldier — loves best to hear. 

“ To extend his own front as far as 
possible, he ordered the Thirty-fourth 
ISlew York to move by the left flank. 
The manoeuvre was attempted under a 
fire of the greatest intensity, and the 
regiment broke. The enemy advanced, 
their fire increasing. 


“General Sedgwick was three times 
wounded, in the shoulder, leg, and wrist, 
but he persisted in remaining on the 
field so long as there was a chance of 
saving it. 

“ General Dana was wounded. Gen- 
eral Howard, who took command of the 
division after General Sedgwick was 
disabled, exerted himself to restore or- 
der, but it could not be done there. 
General Sumner ordered the line to be 
re-formed under fire. It was impossible 
to hold the position. General Sumner 
withdrew the division to the rear, and 
once more the cornfield was abandoned 
to the enemy. 

“ French sent word he could hold, his 
ground. Richardson, while gallantly 
leading a regiment under a heavy fire, 
was severely wounded in the shoulder. 
General Meagher was,, wounded at the 
head of his brigade. The loss in gene- 
ral officers was becoming frightful. 

“Atone o’clock affairs on the right 
had a gloomy look. Hooker’s troops 
were greatly exhausted, and their Gen- 
eral away from the field. Mansfield’s 
were no better. Sumner’s command 
had lost heavily, but two of his divisions 
were still comparatively fresh. 

“ Artillery was yet playing vigorously 
in front, though the ammunition of many 
of the batteries was entirely exhausted, 
and they had been compelled to retire. * 

“ Doiibloday held the right inflexibly. 
Sumner’s headquarters were now in the 
narrow field where the right, before 
Hooker, had begun the fight. All that 
had been gained in front had been lost. 
The enemy’s batteries, which, if ad- 
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vaiiced and served vigorously, might liave “ On the right, where I had spent the | 
made sad work with the closely massed day until two oklock, little was known 
troops, were, fortunately, either partially of the general fortunes of the field, 
disabled or short of ammunition. We had heard Porter’s guns in the 

“ Sumner was confident that he could centre, but nothing from Burnside on 
hold his own ; hut another advance was the left. The distance was too great to 
out of the question. The enemy, on distinguish the sound of his artillery 
the other hand, seemed to be too much from Porter’s left, 
exhausted to attack. ‘ “There was no immediate prospect 

“ At this crisis Pranklin came up with of more fighting on the right, and I left 
fresh troops, and commanding one di- the field which all day long had seen the 
vision of the corps, formed on the left, most obstinate contest of the 'war, and 
Slocum was sent forward along the slopes rode over to McOlellan’s headquarters, 
lying under the first ranges of the divi- “Up to three o’clock Burnside had 
sion of rebel hills, while Smith was or- made little progress. His attack on the 
dcred to retake the cornfields and woods bridge had been successful, but the de- 
which all day had been so hotly contest- lay had been so great, that to the ob- 
ed. It was done in the handsomest server it appeared as if McClellan’s plans 
style. His Maine and Vermont regi- must have been seriously disarranged. : 
ments and the rest went forward on the “ It is impossible not to suppose that 
run, :and, cheeriirg as they went, swept the attacks on the right and left were 
like an avalanche through the cornfields, meant in a measure to correspond, for 
fell upon the woods, cleai'ed them in ten otherwise the enemy had only to repel 
mihutes, and held them. They were Hooker on the one hand, then transfer 
not again retaken. histroops,andpushthem agamstBurn- 

“ The field; and its ghastly harvest side, 
whirii the reaper had g “Finally, at four o’clock, McClellan 

fatal hours remained finally with ns. sent simultaneous orders to Burnside 
“ Four times it had been lost and won. and Franklin ; to the former, to advance 
The dead arc strewn so thickly, that as and carry the batteries in his front at all 
you ride over it you cannot guide your hazards and any cost ; to the latter, to 
horse’s steps too carefully. Pale and cany the woods next in front of him 
bloody faces are everywhere upturned, to tlio left, which the rebels still held. 

®They are sad and terrible, but there is The order to Franklin, however, wa,s 
nothing which makes one’s heart heat so practically countermanded, in conso- 
quickly as the imploring look of sorely quence of a message from G eneral Bum- 
wounded men, who beckon wearily for ner ; that of Franklin went on and was 
help which you cannot stay to give. repulsed ; his own corps was not yet suf- 
“ Meantime, where was Burnside, and ficiently reorganized to be depended on 
what was he doing ? as a reserve. 





‘ ‘ Attacking first with one regiment, 
then with two, and delaying both for ar- 
tillery, Burnside was not over the bridge 
before two o’clock— -perhaps not till three. 
He advanced slowly up the slopes in his 
front, his batteries in the rear covering, 
to some extent, the movements of the 
infantry. 

‘ ‘ A desperate fight was going on in a 
deep ravine on his right, the rebel bat- 
teries were in full play, and, apparently, 
very annoying and destructive, while 
heavy columns of rebel troops were 
plainly visible, advancing as if careless 
of concealment, along the road and over 
the hills in the direction of Burnside’s 
forces. It was at this point of time 
McClellan sent him ’the order above 
given. 

“ Burnside obeyed it most gallantly. 
Getting his troops well in hand, and 
sending a portion of his artillery to the 
front, he advanced them with, rapid- 
ity and the most determined vigor 
straight up the hill in front, on the top 
of which the rebels maintained the most 
dangerous battery. 

“ The movement was in plain view of 
McClellan’s position ; and as Franklin on 
the other side sent his batteries into the 
field about the same time, the battle 
seemed open in all directions, with 
greater activity than ever. 

“ The fight in the ravine was in full 
progress ; the batteries which Porter 
supported were firing with new vigor ; 
Franklin was blazing away on the right j 
and hill-top, ridge, and woods along the 
whole line were crested and veiled with 
white clouds of smoke. All day had 


been clear and bright since the early 
clouded morning, and now this whole 
magnificent, unecjualled scene shone 
with the splendor of an afternoon Sep- 
tember sun. Four miles of battle, its 
glory all visible, its horrors all hidden, 
the fate of the Bepublic hanging on the 
hour — could any one be insensible of its 
grandeur? 

“There are two hills on the left of 
the road, the farthest and lowest. The 
rebels have batteries on both. Burnside 
is ordered to carry the nearest to him, 
which is the farthest from the road. His 
guns opening first from this new position 
in front, more entirely controlled and si- 
lenced the enemy’s artillery. The in- 
fantry came on at once, moving rapidly 
and steadily up long, dark lanes and 
broad, dark recesses, being plainly vis- 
ible without a glass as they moved over 
the green hillside. 

“ The next moment, the road in which 
the rebel battery was planted was cano- 
pied with clouds of dust swiftly descend- 
ing into the valley. Underneath was a 
tumult of wagons, guns, horses, and 
men, flying at speed down the road. 
Blue flashes of smoke burst now and 
then among them, a horse, or a man, or 
half a dozen went down, and then the 
whirlwind swept on. 

“ The hill was carried, but could it be 
held? The rebel columns before seen 
moving to the left increased their pace. 
The guns on the hiU above send an an- 
gry tempest of shell down among Burn- 
side’s guns and men. He had formed 
his columns apparently in the near an- 
gles of two fields bordering the road — 
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high ground about them everywhere 
except ill the rear. 

“ In another inoineiit a rebel battle- 
line appears on the brow of the ridge 
above them, inoves swiftly down in the 
most perfect order, and though met by 
incessant discharges of musketry, of 
which we plainly see the flashes, does 
not fire a gun. White spaces show 
where men are falling, but they close up 
instantly, and still the line advances. 
The brigades of Burnside are in heavy 
column ; they will not give way before 
a bayonet charge in line. The rebels 
think twice before they dash into these 
hostile masses. 

“ There is a halt, the rebel left gives 
way and scatters over the held, the rest 
stand fast and Ore. More infantry comes 
up, Burnside is outnumbered, Hanked, 
compelled to yield the hill he took so 
bravely. Ilis position is no longer one 
of attack ; he defends himself with un- 
faltering firmness, but ho sends to Mc- 
Clellan for help. McClellan’s glass for 
the last half hour has seldom been 
turned away from the left. 

“ He sees clearly enough that Burn- 
side is pressed, needs no messenger to tell 
him that. His face grows darker with 
anxious thought. Looking down into 
the valley -where 15,000 troops are ly- 
ing, he turns a half-questioning look on 
Eitz-John Porter, who stands by his 
side, gravely scanning the field. They 
are Porter’s troops belowg are fresh and 
only impatient to share in this fight. But 
Porter slowly shakes his head, and one 
may believe that the same thought is 
passing through the minds of both gen- 


erals : ‘ They are the only hopes of the 
aimy ; they cannot be spared.’ 

“ McClellan remounts his horse, and 
with Porter and a dozen oflicers of his 
staff rides ’ away to the left, in Bum- 
side’s direction. Sykes meets them on 
the road — a good soldier, whose opinion 
is worth taking. The three generals 
talk briefly together. It is easy to see 
that the moment has come when every- 
thing may turn on one order, given or 
withheld, when the history of the bat- 
tle is only to he written in thoughts and 
purposes and words of the General. 

“ Burnside’s messenger rode up. His 
message is, ‘ I want troops and guns. 
If 3 um do not send lliejn, I (’aunot hold 
my position for half an hour.’ 

“ McClellan’s only answer for the mo- 
ment is a glance at the western sky. 
Then he turns and s])eaks very slowly : 
‘ Tell General Burnside tliaf this is 
the battle of the war. He must hold 
his ground till dark at aivy cost, I 
will send him Miller’s battery, I can 
do nothing more. I have no infantry.’ 
Then, as the messenger was riding 
away, he called him back. ‘ Tell him 
if he cmuiot hold his ground, then the 
bridge, to the last man! — always’ the 
bridge! — if the bridge is lost, all is 
lost.’ 

“ The sun is already down ; not half 
an hour of daylight is left. Till Bum- 
side’s message came, it had seemed plain 
to every one that the battle could not he 
■finished to-day. Hone suspected how. near 
was the peril of defeat, of sudcleii attack 
on exhausted forces — how vital to the 
safety of the army and the nation were 
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those 16,000 waiting troops of Fitz- John ‘"On the afternoon of Tuesday, the 
Porter in the hollow. But the rebels 16th, the enemy opened a light artillery 
halted instead of pushing on, their vin- fire on our line. Early the next morn- 
dictive cannonade died away as the light ing it was renewed more vigorously, 
faded. Before it was quite dark the and large masses of the Federals, who 
battle Avas over. Only a solitary gun of had crossed the Antietam above our po- 
Burnside’s thundered against the enemy, sitioii, assembled on our left. They ad- 
and presently this also ceased, and the Amnced in three compact lines. The di- 
field was still. visions of Generals McLaws, R. H. Am 

“ The peril came very near, but it has dersoii, A. P. Hill, and Walker, who 
passed, and in spite of the peril, at the Avere expected to have joined General 
close of the day was partly a success — ■ Lee on the previous night, had not come 
not a victory, but an acRantage had up. Generals Jackson and EwelTs di- 
been gained. Hooker, Sumner, and visions were throAVii to the left of Gen- 
Franklin held all the ground they had erals Hill and Longstreet. The enemy 
gained, and Burnside still held the advanced betAveen the Antietam and the | 
bridge and his position beyond. Every- Sharpsburg and HagerstOAvn turnpike, 
thing was favorable for a renewal of and were met by General D. H. Hill’s 
the fight ill the morning. If the plan of and the left of General Longstreet’s 
the battle is sound, there is eAmry rea- divisions, Avhere the conflict raged, ex- 
son Avhy McClellan should Win it. He tending to our entire left. The enemy 
may choose to postpone the battle to were repulsed and held in check ; but 
aAvait his reinforcements. prior to the arrival of the di\dsioiis of 

“The rebels may choose to retire McLaws, Anderson, and Walker, who had 
Avhile it is possible. Fatigue on both been advanced to support the left wing 
sides might delay the deciding battle, and centre, as soon as they had crossed 
yet if the enemy means to fight at all, the Potomac on the morning of the 17lh, 
he cannot afford to delay. His rein- that portion of our line was forced back 
forcements may he comHig, hut Avhere hy superior iiumhers. As soon, hoAV- 
are his supplies? His losses are ciior- ever, as these forces could be brought 
mous. His troops have been massed in into action, a seA'^ere conflict ensued. 

Avoods and holloAvs, Avhere artillery has The enemy were driven back, our line 
had its most terrific effect. Ours have was restored, and our position mairitain- 
heen deployed and scattered.” ed during tlie rest ol the day. 

Tile folioAving, from the Richmond “ In the {ifternooii the enemy advaiic- 
Enquirer (Sept. 23d) is the enemy’s ac- ed on our right, where General Jones’ 
count of the battle of Antietam. division Avas posted, and he handsomely 

“We have succeeded in obtaining from maintained his position. The bridge 
the most reliable sources the following over the Antietam Greek was guarded 
details of the great battle of Wednesday : by General Toombs’ brigade, which gal- 
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McCLELLAN’S KEPOET. 


second corps pressing the rear-guard of 
the enemy with vigor, passed Boonsboro 
and Keedysville, and came upon the 
main body of the enemy, occupying in 
large force a strong position a few miles 
beyond the latter place. 

“ It had been hoped to engage the 
enemy during the 15th. Accordingly, 
instructions were given that if the en- 
emy were overtaken on the march^they 
should be attacked at once ; if found in 
heavy force and in position, the corps 
in advance should be placed in position 
for attack, and await my arrival. On 
reaching the advanced position of our 
troops, I found but two divisions, Eieh- 
ardson’s and Sykes^ in position ; the 
other troops were halted in the road ; 
the head of the column some distance in 
rear of Richardson. 

‘.‘The enemy occupied a strong posi- 
tion on the heights, on the west side of 
Antietam Creek, displaying a large force 
of infantry and cavalry, with numerous 
batteries of artillery, which opened on 
our columns as they appeared in sight 
on, the Keedysville road and Sharpsburg 
turnpike, which fire was returned by 
Captain Tidball’s light battery. Second 
United States Artillery, and Pettit’s bat- 
tery. First Kew York Artillery. 

“ The division of General Richardson, 
following close on the heels of the re- 
treating foe, halted and deployed near 
Antietam River, on the right of the 
Sharpsburg road. General Sykes, lead- 
ing pn the division of regulars on the 
old Sharpsburg road, came up and de- 
ployed to . the left of General Richard- 
son, on the left of the road. 

138 


I “Antietam Creek, in this vicinity, is 
I crossed by four stone bridges— -the upper 
one on the Keedysville and Williams- 
port road ; the second on the Keadj^'s- 
ville and Sharpsburg turnpike, some 
two and a half miles below ; the third 
about a mile below the second, on the 
Rohrersville and Sharpsburg road ; and 
the fourth near the mouth of Antietam 
Creek, on the road leading Iroint. Har- 
per’s Ferry to Sharpsburg, some three 
miles below the third. The stream is 
sluggish, with few and difficult fords. 

“After a rapid examination of the 
position, I found that it was too late to 
attack that day, and at once directed the 
placing of the batteries in position in 
the centre, and indicated the bivouacs 
for the • different corps, massing them 
near and on both sides of the Sharps- 
hnrg turnpike. The corps were not all 
in their positions until the next morn- 
ing after sunrise. 

“ On the morning of the 16th it was 
discovered that the enemy had changed 
the position of hrs batteries. The mass- 
es of his troops, however, were still 
concealed behind the opposite heights. 
Their left and centre were upon and in 
front of the Sharpsburg and Hagerstown 
turnpike, hidden by woods and irregu- 
larities of the ground • their extreme 
left resting upon a wooded eminence 
near the cross-roads to the north of J. 
Miller’s farm; their left resting upon 
the Potomac. Their line extended 
south, the right resting upon the hills to 
the south of Sharpshurg, nea.r Shave- 
ley’s farm. 

The bridge over the Antietam de- 
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there to secure our lelt llaiiK. n'om any 
attack made along tlie lolt bank, of the 
Antietam, as well as to enable us to 
carry bridge No. 3. 

“I found it necessary to make con- 
siderable changes in the position of 
General Burnside’s corps, and directed 
him to advance to a strong position in 
the immediate vicinity of the l:)ridge, 
and *to reconnoitre the approachCvS to 
the bridge carefully. 

“Ill front of General Sumner’s and 
Hooker’s corps, near Keedysville, ^md 
on the ridge of tlie first line ot hills 
overlooking the Antietam, and between 
the turnpike and Fry’v'^ lumst.', on the 
right of the road, were phuHMl (hplain 
Taft’s, Langner’s, Yon Kleizerts, and 
Lieutenant Weaver’s batteries of twen- 
ty-four pounder Parrott guns. On tlie 
crest of the hill, in the rear and right 
of bridge No. 3, Captain Weed’s three- 
inch and Lieutenant Benjamin’s twenW- 
pounder batteries. 

“ General Franklin’s corps and Gen- 
eral Couch’s division held a position in 
Pleasant Yalley, in Iront of Browns villc, 
with a strong force of the enemy in 
their fi'ont. General Morell’s division 
of Porter’s corns was en rank from 


scribed as No. 3, near this point, was 
strongly covered by riflemen protected 
by rifle-pits, stone fences, etc., and enfi^ 
laded by artillery. The ground in front 
of this line consisted of undulating hills, 
their crests in turn commanded by oth- 
ers in their rear. 

“ On all favorable points the enemy’s 
artillery was posted, and their reserves, 
hiddeai from view by the hills on which 
their line of battle was formed, could 
manocuivrc unobserved by our army, 
and from tlie shortness ot their line 
could rapidly reinforce any point threat- 
ened by our attack. Their position, 
stretching aci’css the angle formed by 
the Potomac and A-iitietam, their flanks 
and roar protected by these streams, 
was one of the strongest to he found 
this region of country, which is Wrell 
adapted to defensive warfare. 

“On the right, near Keedysville, on 


1 
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the first battalion First Ifew York Ar- 
tillery, was mortally wounded while di- 
recting the oj^erations of his batteries. 

“It was afternoon before I could 
move the troops to their positions for 
attack, being compelled to spend the 
morning in reconnoitring the new posi- 
tions taken up by the enemy, examining 
the ground, finding fords, clearing the 
approaches, and hurrying up the ammu- 
nition and supply trains, which had been 
delayed by the rapid march of the 
troops over the few practicable ap- 
proaches from Frederick. These had 
been crowded by the masses of infantry, 
cavalry, and artillery pressing on with 
the hope of overtaking the enemy be- 
fore he could form to resist an attack. 
Many of the troops were out of rations 
on the previous day, and a good deal of 
their ammunition had been expended in 
the severe action of the 14th. 

“ My plan for the impending general 
engagement was to attack the enemy’s 
left with the corps of Hooker and Mans- 
field, supported by Sumner’s, and, if 
necessary, by Franklin’s ; and, as soon 
as matters looked favorably there, to 
move the corps of Burnside against the 
enemy’s extreme right, upon the ridge 
running to the south and rear of Sharps- 
-burg, and having carried their_ position, 
to press along the crest toward our 
right ; and whenever either of these 
flank movements should be successful, to 
advance our centre with all the forces 
then disposable. 

“About two p.M. G-eneral Hooker, 
with his corps, consisting of Generals 
Bicketts’, Meade’s, and Houbleday’s di- , 


visions, was ordered to cross the Antie- 
tam at the ford, and at bridge Ho. 1, a 
short distance above, to attack and, if 
possible, turn the enemy’s left. 

“ General Sumner was ordered to 
cross the corps of General Mansfield 
(the twelfth) during the night, and hold 
his own (the second) corps ready to cross 
early the next morning. On reaching 
the vicinity of the enemy’s left, a sharp 
contest commenced with the Pennsylva- 
nia Reserves, the advance of General 
Hooker’s corps, near the house of H. 
Miller. The enemy, were driven from 
the strip of woods where they were first 
met. The firing lasted until after dark, 
when General Hooker’s corps rested on 
their arms on ground won from the en- 
emy. 

“During the night General Mans- 
field’s corps, consisting of Generals Wil- 
liams’ and Green’s divisions, crossed the 
Antietam at the same ford and bridge 
that General Hooker’s troops had pass- 
ed, and bivouacked on the farm of J. 
Poffenberger, about a mile in rear of 
General Hooker’s position. 

“ At daylight on the 17 th the action 
was commenced by the skirmishers of 
the Pennsylvania Reserves. The whole 
of General Hooker’s corps was soon en- 
gaged, and drove the enemy Apm fhe 
open field in front of the first line of i 
woods into a second line of woods be- 
yond, which runs to the eastward of 
and nearly parallel to the Sharpsburg 
and Hagerstown turnpike. 

“The contest was obstinate, and a,s 
the troops advanced, the opposition be- 
came more determined, and the number 
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troops into the open fields in front oi 
tlie turnpike, while he occupied the 
woods on tlie west of the turnpike in 
strong force. 

“ The woods (as was found by subse- 
quent observations) were traversed by 
outcropping ledges of rock. Several 
hundred yards to the right and rear 
was a hill which coniinanded the de- 
bouche of the woods, and in the fields 
between was a long line of stone fences, 
continued by breast-works ot rails, which 

infantry from our 
same woods ibrmed a 
beliind which his movements 
riled, and his batteries on the 


of the enemy greater. General Hook- 
er then ordered up the corps of Gene- 
ral Mansfield, which moved promptly 
toward the scene of action. 

“ The first division, General William- 
son's, was deployed to the light on ap- 
proaching the enemy *, General Craw- 
ford’s brigade on the right, its right 
resting on the Hagerstown turnpike ; 
oh his left General Gordon’s brigade. 

‘ ‘ The second division, General Green’s, 
joining the left of Gordon’s, extended 
as far as the burnt buildings to the 
;ast of the white church on 


covered the enemy 

north and east of the white church on I musketry. Tin: 
the turnpike. screen 

“ During the deployment that gallant were conce; 
veteran General Mansfield fell, mortally hill and the rifle-works covered from 
wounded, while examining the ground in the fire of our artillery in front, 
front of his troops. Generar HartsufF, “For about two hours th battle 
of Hooker’s corps, was severely wound- raged with varied success, the enemy 
ed, while bravely pressing forward his endeavoring to drive our troops into the 
troops, and was taken from the field. second line of woodSj and ours in turn 
“ The command of the twelfth corps to get possession of the line in front, 
fell upon General Williams. Bkve regi- “ Our troops ultimately succeeded in 
ments of the first division of this corps forcing the enemy hack into the woods 
were new troops. One brigade of the near the turnpike, General Green, with 
second division was sent to support Gen- his two brigades, crossing into the woods 
eral Doubleday. to the left of the Dunbar church. Du- 

“ The One Hundred and Twenty-fourth ring this conflict General Crawford, com- 
Fennsylvania Tolunteers were pushed manding the first division after General 
across the turnpike into the woods he- Williams took command of the corps, 
yond J. Miller’s house, with orders to was wounded and left the field. ^ 

hold the position as long as possible. “ General Green being much exposed 

“ The line of battle of this corps was and applying for reinforcemonts, tlie 
formed, and it became engaged about Thirteenth Hew Jersey, Twenty-sev- 
seven a.m,, the attack being commenced eiith Indiana, and the Third Maryland 
by Knapp’s (Pennsylvania), Cothran’s were sent to his support, with a section 
(Hew York), and Hampton’s (Pittsburg) of Knapp’s battery, 
batteries. To meet this attack, the en- “ At about nine o’clock a.m., General 
emy had pushed a strong column of Sedgwick’s division of General Sumner’s 


GENERAL SEDGWICK WOUNDED. 

corps arrived. Crossing the ford previ- the right and rear in considerable confu- 
ously mentioned, this division marched sion, and was soon followed by the first 
in three columns to the support of the and second lines. 

attack on the enemy’s left. “ General Gorman’s brigade, and one 

“On nearing the scene of action regiment of General Dana’s, soon rallied 
the columns were halted, faced to and checked the advance of the enemy 
the front, and established by General on the right. The second and third 
Sumner in three parallel lines by bri- lines now formed on the left of General 
gade, facing toward the south and west ; Gorman’s brigade, and . poured a destruc- 
General Gorman’s brigade in front, tive fire upon the enemy. 

General Dana’s second, and General “ During General Sumner’s attack, he 


Howard’s third, with a distance between 
the lines of some seventy paces. The 
division was then put in motion and 
moved upon the field of battle, under 
fire from the enemy’s concealed batteries 
on the hill beyond the roads. Passing 
diagonally to the front, across the open 
space, and to the front of the first divi- 
sion of General Williams’ corps, this lat- 
ter division withdrew. 

“ Entering the woods on the west of 
the turnpike, and driving the enemy be- 
fore them, the first line was met by a 
heavy fire of musketry and shell from 
the enemy’s breast-works and the batter- 
ies on the hill commanding the exit from 
the woods. 

“Meantime a heavy column of the 
enemy had succeeded in crowding back 
the troops of General Green’s division, 
and appeared in rear of the left of Sedg- 
wick’s division. By command of Gen- 
eral Sumner, General Howard faced the 
third line to the rear, preparatory to a 
change of front to meet the column 
advancing on the loft ; but this line, 
now suffering from a destructive fire 
both in front and on its left, which it 
w as unable to return, gave way toward 


him. Brigadier-General Gordon, with 
a portion of his brigade, moved forward, 
but when he reached the woods, the left, 
General Sedgwick’s division, had given 
way ; and finding himself, as the smoke 
cleared up, opposed to the enemy in 
force, with his small command, he with- 
drew to the rear of the batteries at the 
second line of woods. As General Gor- 
don’s troops unmasked oiir batteries on 
the left, they opened with canister ; the 
batteries of Captain Cotliran, First New 
York, and I, First Artillery, command- 
ed by Lieutenant Woodruff, doing good 
service. 

“Unable to withstand this deadly 
fire in front, and the musketry fi.re from 
the right, the enemy again sought shel- 
ter ill the woods and rocks beyond the 
turnpike. 

“ During this assault Generals Sedg- 
wick and Dana were seriously wounded 
and taken from the field. General 
Sedgwick, though twice wounded, and 
faint from the loss of blood, retained 
command of liis division for more than 
an hour after his first wound, animating 
his command by his presence. 
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of the enemy grentcr. Genera,! Itook- l.roopH into the open fields in front of 
or then ordered up the <iorps of (lone- tlu^ turnpike, while he oceupied the 
ral Mansfield, whieli moved promptly woods on tho west of the turnpike in 
toward the scene of aedion. strong force. 

“ The first division, G-eneral William- “ The woods (as was found hy Bubae- 
son’s, was deployed to the right on ap- quent observations) were traversed by 
proaching the enemy ; General Oraw- out(a’op|)ing ledges of rock. Several 
ford’s brigade on the right, its right hundred yards to the right and rear 
resting on the ITagerslown turnpike ; was a hill which commanded the de- 
oh his left General Gordon’s brigade. lioiuhe of the woods, and in the fields 
“ The second division, General Green's, between was a long line of stone fences, 
joining the left of Gordon’s, extended {unitiiiued by breast-works of rails, which 
as far as the biumt buildings to flic covered the enemy’s infantry fr(>m onr 
north and oast of tho white church on musketry. The same woods formed a 
tho turnpike. sciaum beliind wliicli his iin)\'e.ments 

“ During the deployment that gallant were ('.oncealed, and his batteries on the 
veteran General Mansfield fell, mortally hill and the rifle-works covered from 
wounded, while examining tln^ ground in the lire of our artillery in front, 
front of his troops. General Hartsulf, “For about two hours the battle 
of Hooker’s corps, was severely wound- raged with varied success, the enemy 
ed, while bravely pressing forward his endeavoring to drive our troops into the 
troops, and was taken from the field. second line of woods, and ours in turn 
“The command of the twelfth corps to get possession of the line in front, 
fell upon General Williams. Five regi- “ Our troops ultimately succeeded in 
ments of the first division of this corps forcing the enemy back into the woods 
were new troops. One brigade of the near the turnpike, General Green, with 
second division was sent to support Gen- his two brigades, crossing into the woods 
eral Doubleday. to the left of the Dunbar church. Dii- 

“ The One Hundred and Twenty-fourth ring this conflict General Urawfoi'd, com- 
Peimsylvania Yoluiiteers were pushed manding the lirst division after Genei'a! 
across the turnpike into the woods be- Williams took command of the coj'ps, 
yond J. Miller’s house, with orders to was woimdcd and left the field, 
hold the position as long as possible. “ General Green being mutih exposed 

“ The line of battle of this corps was and applying for reinforcements, the 


corps arrived. Crossing the ford previ- 
ously mentioned, this division marched 
in three columns to the support of the 
attack on the enemy’s left. 

“On nearing ^ the scene of action 
the columns were halted, faced to 
the front, and established by Oeneral 
Sumner in three parallel lines by bri- 
gade, facing toward the south and west ; 
Oeneral G-orman’s brigade in front. 
General Dana’s second, and General 
Howard’s third, with, a distance between 
the lines of some seventy paces. The 
division was then put in motion and 
moved upon the field of battle, under 
fire from the enemy’s concealed batteries 
on the hill beyond the roads. Passing 
diagonally to the front, across the open 
space, and to the front of the first divi- 
sion of General Williams’ corps, this lat- 
ter division withdrew. 

‘ ‘ Entering the woods on the west of 
the turnpike, and driving the enemy be- 
fore tliem, the first line was met by a 
heavy fire of musketry and shelf from 
the enemy’s breast- works and the batter- 
ies on the hill commanding the exit from 
the woods. 

“Meantime a heavy column of the 
enemy had succeeded in crowding back 
the troops of General Green’s division, 
and appeared in rear of the left of Sedg- 
wick’s division. By command of Gen- 
eral Sumner, General Howard faced the 
third line to the rear, preparatory to a 
change of front to meet the column 
advancing on the left ; but this line, 
now sufiering from a destimctive fire 
both in front and on its left, which it 
\^as unable to return, gave way toward 


the right and rear in considerable confu- 
sion, and was soon followed by the first 
and second lines. 

’ “ General Gorman’s brigade, and one 
regiment of General Dana’s, soon rallied 
and checked the advance of the enemy 
on the right. The second and third 
lines now formed on the left of General 
Gorman’s brigade, and poured a destruc- 
tive fire upon the enitny. 

“ During General Sumner’s attack, he 
ordered General Williams to support 
him. Brigadier-General Gordon, with 
a portion of his brigade, moved forward, 
but when he reached the woods, the left, 
General Sedgwick’s division, had given 
way ; and finding himself, as the smoke 
cleared up, opposed to the enemy in 
force, with his small command, he with- 
drew to the rear of the batteries at the 
second line of woods. As General Gor- 
don’s troops unmasked our batteries on 
the left, they opened with canister ; the 
batteries of Captain Oothran, First New 
York, and I, First Artillery, command- 
ed by Lieutenant Woodruff, doing good 
service. 

“Unable to withstand this deadly 
fire in front, and the musketry fire from 
the right, the enemy again sought shel- 
ter in the woods and rocks beyond the 
turnpike. 

“During this assault Generals Sedg- 
wick and Dana were seriously wounded 
and taken from the field. General 
Sedgwick, though twice wounded, and 
faint from the loss of blood, retained 
command of his division for more than 
an hour after his first wound, animating 
his command by his presence. 
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vanced witli an unwavering front and 
drove the enemy from their position 
about the houses. 

“While General Weber was" hotly 
engaged with the first line of the enemy, 
General French received orders from 
General Sumner, his corps commander, 
to push on with renewed vigor to make 
a diversion in favor of the attack on the 
right. Leaving the new troops, who had 
been thrown into some confusion from 
their inarch through cornfields, over 
fences, etc., to form as a reserve, he or- 
dered the brigade of General Kimball to 
the front, passing to the left of General 
Weber. 

“The enemy were pressed back to 
near the crest of the hill, where he was 
encountered in greater strength, posted 
in a sunken road forming a natural rifle- 
pit, running in a north-westerly direc- 
tion. In a cornfield in rear of this road 
were also strong bodies of the enemy. 
As the fine reached the crest of the hill, 
a galling fire was opened on it from the 
sunken road and cornfield. Here a ter- 
rific fire of musketry burst from both 
lines, and the battle raged along the 
whole line with great slaughter. 

“ The enemy attempted to turn the 
left of the line, but were met by the 
Seventh Wifginia and One Hundred and 
Thirty-second Bennsylvania Volunteers, 
and repulsed. Foiled in this the enemy 
made a determined assault on the front, 
but were met by a charge from our lines 
which drove thorn back with severe loss, 
leaving in our hands some 300 prisoners 
and several stands of colors. The en- 
emy having been repulsed by the terri- 


“ About the time of General Sedg- 
wicke advance, General Hooker, while 
urging on his command, was severely 
wounded in the foot and taken from the 
field, and General Meade was placed in 
command of his corps. General How- 
ard assumed command after General 
Sedgwick retired. 

“The repulse of the enemy offered 
opportunity to reirrange the lines and 
reorganize the commands on the right, 
now more or less in confusion. The 
batteries of the Pennsylvania Eeserves, 
on high ground near I. Poffenherger’s 
house, opened fire, and cheeked several 
attempts of the enemy to establish bat- 
teries in front of our right, to turn that 
flank and enfilade the lines, 

“ While tiie conflict was so obstinately 
raging on the right, General French was 
pushing his division against the enemy 
still farther to the left. This division 
crossed the Antietam at the same ford as 
General Sedgwick, and immediately in 
his rear. Passing over the stream in 
three columns, the division marched 
about a mile from the ford, then facing 
to the left, moved in three lilies toward 
the enemy; General Max Weber’s bri- 
gade in front ; Colonel Dwight Morris’ 
brigade of raw troops, undrilled, and 
moving for the first time under fire, in 
the second, and General Kimball’s bri- 
gade in the third. 

“ The division was first assailed by a 
fire of artillerjg but steadily advanced, 
driving in the enemy’s skirmishers, and 
encountering the infantry in some foi’ce 
at the group of houses on Roulette’s farm. 
General Weber’s brigade gallantly ad- 
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ble execution of the batteries and the 
musketry fire on the extreme right, 
now qjttempted to assist the attack on 
General French’s division, by assailing 
biiT) on his right and endeavoiing to 
turn this flank ; but this attack- was met 
and checked by the Fourteenth Indiana 
and Eighth Ohio Yoluiiteers, and by 
canister from Captain Tompkins’ battery, 
First Pvhode Island Artillery. 

“ Having been under an almost con- 
tinuous iire for nearly four hours, and 
the ammunition nearly expended, this 
division now took position immediately 
below the crest of the heights on which 
they had so gallantly fought, the enemy 
making no attempt to regain their lost 
ground. 

“ On the left of General French, Gen- 
eral Richardson’s division was hotly en- 
gaged. Having crossed the Antie^am 
about half-past nine a.m., at the ford 
crossed by the other divisions of Sum- 
ner’s corps, it moved on a line nearly 
parallel to the Antietam, and foimed in 
a ravine behind the high ground o\'ei- 
looking Roulette’s house ; the second 
(Irish) brigade, commanded by General 
Meagher, on the right ; the third bii- 
gade , commanded by General Caldwell, 
on his left, and the brigade commanded 
by Colonel Brooks, Twenty-third Fenn- 
sylvania Yoluntcers, in support. 

“ As the division moved forward to 
take its position on the held, the enemy 
directed a hre of artillery against it, 
but owing to the irregularities of the 
ground, did but little damage. • 

“Meagher’s brigade advancing stead- 
ily, soon became engaged with the en- 


emy posted to the left and in front of 
Roulette’s house. It continued to ad- 
vance under a heavy hre nearly to the 
crest of the hill overlooking Piper’s 
house, the enemy being posted in a con- 
tinuation of the sunken road and corn- 
held before referred to. Here the brave 
Irish brigade opened upon the enemy a 
terrihe musketry hre. 

^ ‘ ‘ All of General Sumner’s corps were 
now engaged : General Sedgwick on the 
right. General French in the centre, 
and General Richardson on the left. 
The Irish brigade sustained its well- 
earned reputation. After suffering ter- 
ribly in officers and men, and strewing 
the ground with their enemies as they 
drove them back, their ammunition 
nearly expended, and their comniandei, 
General Meagher, disabled by the fah 
of his horse, shot under him, this bii- 
gade was ordered to give place to Gen- 
eral Caldwell’s brigade, which advanced 
to a short distance in its rear. 

“ The lines were passed by the Irish 

brigade breaking by company to the 

rear, and General Oaldw ell’s by compa- 
By to the front, as steadily as -on drill. 
Colonel Brooks’ brigade , now became 
the second line. 

“ The ground over which Generals 
Richardson and French’s divisions were 
fighting was very irregular, intersected 
by numerous ravines, hills covered will* 
growing corn, inclosed by stone walls, 
behind wliich the enemy could advance 
unobserved upon any exposed point of 
our lines. 

“Taking advantage of this, the en- 
emy attempted to gain the right of 
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enemy, concealed by the intervening 
ridge, endeavored to turn its left and 
rear. Colonel Cross, Fifth I^few Hamp- 
shire, by a change in front to the left 
and rear, brought his regiment facing 
the advancing line. 

“ Here a spirited contest arose to gain 
a commanding height, the two opposing 
forces’ moving parallel to each other, 
giving and receiving fire. The Fifth 
gaining the advantage, faced to the 
right and delivered its volley. Being 
reinforced by the Eighty-first Pennsyl- 
vania, these regiments met the advance 
by a countercharge. The enemy fled, 
leaving many killed, wounded, and pris- 
oners, and the colors of the Fourth 
North Carolina, in our hands. 

“ Another, column of the enemy, ad- 
vancing: under shelter of a stone wall 
and cornfield, pressed down on the right 
of the division ; but Colonel Barlow 
again advanced the Sixty-first and Six- 
ty-fourth New York against these troops, 
and with the attack of Kimball’s bri- 
gade on the right, drove them from this 
position. 

“ Our troops on the left of this part 
of the line having driven the enemy far 
back, they, with reinforced numbers, 
made a determined attack directly in 
front. To meet this. Colonel Barlow 
brought his two regiments to their posi- 
tion in line, and drove the enemy 
through the cornfield into the orchard 
be 3 ’‘ond, under a heavy fire of musketiy, 
and a fire of canister from pieces of ar- 
tillery in the orcliard, and a battery far- 
ther to the right, throwing shell and 
case-shot. 


Pdchardson’s position in a cornfield near 
Pvoulette’s house, 'where the division had 
become separated from that of General 
French. 

“ A change of front by the Fifty-sec- 
ond New York and Second Delaware 
Yolunteers, of Colonel Brooks’ brigade, 
under Colonel Frank, and the attack 
made by the Fifty-third Pennsylvania 
Volunteers, sent farther to the right by 
Colonel Brooks to close this gap in the 
line, and the movement of the One 
Hundred and Thirty-second Pennsylva- 
nia and Seventh Virginia Volunteers of 
General French’s division, before refer- 
red to, di'ove them from, the cornfield 
and restored the line. 

“The brigade of General Caldwell, 
with determined: gallantry, pushed, the 
enemy back ppposite the left and centre 
of this division, but sheltered in the sunk- 
en road, they still held our forces on 
the riglit of Caldwell in check. Colonel 
Barlow, commanding the Sixty-first and 
Sixty-fouidh New York regiments of 
Caldwell’s brigade, seeing a favorable 
opportunity, advanced the regiments on 
the left, taking the line in the sunken 
road in flank, and compelled them to 
surrender, capturing over 300 prisoners 
and three stands of colors. 

“The whole of the brigade, with the 
Fifty-seventh and Sixty-sixth New York 
-■regiments of Colonel Brooks’ brigade, 
who had moved these regiments into 
the first line, now advanced with gallan- 
try, driving the (iiiemy before them 
m confusion into the cornfield beyond 
the sunken I'oad. The left of the di- 
vision was now well advanced, when the 
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“ This advance gave us possession of 
Piper’s house, the strong point contend- 
ed for by the enemy at this part of the 
line, it being a defencible building sev- 
eral hundred yards in advance of the 
sunken road. The musketry fire at this 
point of the line now ceased. 

‘ ‘ Holding Piper’s house, General Eich- 
ardson withdrew the line a little way to 
the crest of the hill, a more advanta- 
geous position. Up to this time the di- 
vision was without artillery, and in the 
new position suffered severely from ar- 
tillery fire which could not be replied to. 

“A section of Eobertson’s horse bat- 
tery, commanded by Lieutenant Yin- 
cent. Second Artillery, now arrived on 
the ground, and did excellent service. 
Subsequently a battery of brass guns, 
commanded by Captain Graham, First 
Artillery, arrived, and was posted on the 
crest of the liiil, and soon silenced the 
two guns in the orchard. A heavy fire 
soon ensued between the battery farther 
to the right and our own. 

“ Captain Graham’s battery was brave- 
ly and skilfully served, but unable to 
reach the enemy, who had rifled guns 
of greater range than our smooth-bores, 
retired by ord er of General Eichardson, 
to save it from useless sacrifice of men, 
and horses. The brave General was 
himself mortally wounded, while per- 
sonally directing its fire. 

“General Hancock was placed in 
command of the division after the fall 
of General Eichardson. General Mea- 
gher’s brigade, now commanded by Col- 
onel Burke, of the Sixty-third Yew 
York, having refilled their cartridge 
139 


boxes, were again ordered forward, and 
took position in the centre of the line. 

“ The division now occupied one line 
in close proximity to the enemy, who 
had taken up a position in the rear of 
Piper’s house. Colonel Dwight Morris, 
with the Tenth Connecticut and a de- 
tachment of the One Hundred and 
Eighth New York, of General French’s 
division, was sent by General French to 
the support of General Eichardson’s di- 
vision. This command was now placed 
in an interval in. the line between Gen- 
eral Caldwell’s and the Irish brigades. 

“ The requirement of the extended 
line of battle had so engaged the artil- 
lery, that the application of General 
Hancock for artillery for the division 
could not be complied with immediately 
by the chief of artillery or the corps 
commanders in his vicinity. Knowing 
the tried courage of the troops. General 
, Hancock felt confident that he cGiild 
I hold his position, although suffering 
from the enemy’s artillery, but was too 
weak to attack, as the great length of 
the line he was obliged to hold prevent- 
ed him from forming more than one litie 
of battle, and from his advanced posi- 
tion, the line was already partly enfilad- 
ed by the batteries of the enemy on the 
right, which were protected from pur 
batteries opposite to them by the woods 
at the Hunker church. 

“ Seeing a body of the enemy advanc- 
ing on some of our troops to the left of 
his position, Geiieral Hancock obtained 
ITexamer’s battery from General Frank- 
lin’s corps, which assisted materially in 
frustrating this attack. It also assisted 
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the attack of the Seventh Maine, of 
Franklin’s corps, which, without other 
aid, made an attack against the enemy’s 
line, and drove in skirmishers who were 
annoying our artillery and troops on the 
right. 

“Lieutenant Woodruff, with battery 
I, Second Artillery, relieved Captain 
Hexamer, whose aminunitioii was ex- 
pended. The enemy at one time seem- 
ed to be about making an attack in 
force upon this part of the line, and ad- 
vanced a long column of infantry toward 
this division ; but on nearing the posi- 
tion,' Greneral Pleasanton opened on 
them with sixteen guns, they halted, 
gave a desultory fire, and retreated, 
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of our line with the utmost vigilance, 


“It was soon after the brigade of 
Colonel Irwin had fallen hack behind 
the rise of ground that the Seventh 
Maine, by order of Colonel Irwin, made 
the gallant attack already referred.to. 

“The advance of G-eneral Franklin’s 
corps was opportune. The attack of 
the enemy on this position, but for the 
timely arrival of his corps, must have 
been disastrous, had it succeeded in 
piercing the line between Grenerals 
Sedgwick and French’s divisions. 

“ Ceneral Franklin ordered two bri- 
gades of General Slocum’s division, 
General ISTewton’s and Colonel Torbert’s, 
to form in column to assault the woods 
that had been so hotly contested before 
b}?^ Generals Sumner and Hooker. Gen- 
eral Bartlett’s brigade was ordered to 
form as a reserve. At this time General 
Sumner, having command on the right, 
directed further offensive operations to 
be postponed, as the repulse of this, the 
only remaining corps available for at- 
tack, would peril the safety of the 
whole army. 

“General Porter’s corps, consisting 
of General Sykes’ division of regulars 
and volunteers and General Morell’s di- 
vision of volunteers, occupied a position 
on the east side of Antietam Creek, 
upon the main turnpike leading to 
Sharpsburg, and directly opposite the 
centre of the enemy’s line. This corps 
filled the interval between the right 
■wing and General Burnside’s command, 
and guarded the main approach from 
the enemy’s positioji to our trains of 
supply. 

“ It was necessary to watch this part 


lest the enemy should take advantage of 
the first exhibition of weakness, here to 
push upon us a vigorous assault, for the 
purpose of piercing our centre and turn- 
ing our rear, as well as to capture or 
destroy our supply trains. Once hav- 
ing penetrated this line, the enemy’s 
passage to our rear could have met with 
but feeble resistance, as there were no 
reserves to reinforce or close up the 
ga-P- 

“ Toward the middle of the afternoon, 
proceeding to the right, I found that 
Sumner’s, Hooker’s, and Mansfield’s 
corps had met with serious losses. Sev- 
eral general officers had been carried 
•from the field severely wounded, and 
the aspect of affairs was an 3 dhing but 
promising. 

“ At the risk of greatly exposing our 
centre, I ordered two brigades from 
Porter’s corps, the only available troops, 
to reinforce the right. Six battalions of 
Sykes’ regulars had been thrown for- 
ward across the Antietam bridge on the 
main road, to attack and drive back the 
enemy’s sharpshooters, who were an- 
noying Pleasanton’s horse batteries in 
advance of the bridge ; Warren’s bri- 
gade, of Porter’s corps, was detached to 
hold a position on Burnside’s right and 
rear, so that Porter was left at one time 
with only a portion of Sykes’ division 
and one small hrigade of MorelFs divi- 
sion (hut little over 3,000 men) to hold 
his important position. 

“ General Sumner expressed the most 
decided opinion against another attempt 
during that day to assault the enemy's 
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position ill front, as portions of oiir 
troops were so much scattered and de- 
moralized. * 

"‘In view of these circumstances, af- 
j ter making changes in the position of 
some of the troops, I directed the differ- 
ent commanders to hold their positions, 
and heing satisfied that this could be done 
without the assistance of the two bri- 
gades from the centre, I countermanded 
the order which was in course of execu- 
tion. 

“ G-eneral Slocimi's division replaced 
a portion of General Sumner’s troops, 
and positions were selected for batteries 
in front of the woods. The enemy 
opened several heavy fires of artillery 
on the position of our troo])s after this, 
but our batteries soon silenced them. 

'‘On the morning of the 17th Gen- 
eral Pleasanton, with his cavalry divi- 
sion and the horse batteries, under Cap- 
tains Ptobertson, Tid])all, and Lieutenant 
Haines, of the Second xVrtillery, and 
Captain Gibson, Third Artilleiy, was or- 
dered to advance on the turnpike to- 


Eeed’s batteries, United States Artillery. 
About three o’clock, Tidball, Robert- 
son, and Haines returned to their po- 
sitions on the west of the Antietam, 
Captain Gibson having been placed in 
position on the east side to guard the 
approaches to the bridge. These bat- 
teries did good service, concentrating 
their fire on the column of the enemy 
about to attack General Hancock’s posi- 
tion, and compelling it to find shelter be- 
hind the hills in rear. 

“ General Sykes’ division had been in 
position since the 15th, exposed to the 
enemy’s artillery and sharpshooters. 
General Morell had come up on the 
IGth, and relieved General Richardson 
on the left of General Sykes. Continu- 
ally, under the vigilant watch of the 
enemy, this corps guarded a vital point. 

“The position of the batteries under 
General Pleasanton being one of great 
exposure, the battalion of the Second and 
Tenth United States Infantry, under 
Captain Pollard, Second Infantry, was 
sent to his support. Subsequently 


wmrd Sharpsburg, across bridge No. 2, 
and support tlie left of General Sum- 
ner’s line. 

“ The bridge being covered by a fire 
of artillery and sharpshooters, cavalry 
- skirmishers w'ere thrown out, and Cap- 
tain Tidball’s battery advanced by piece 
and drove off the sharpshooters with 
canister sufficiently to establish the bat- 
teries above mentioned, which opened 
on the enemy with effect. The firing 
was' kept up for about two hours, when 
the enemy’s fire slackened ; the batteries 
were reheved by Randall’s and Van 


four battalions of regular infantry, un- 
der Captain Dryer, Fourth Infantry, 
were sent across to assist in driving off 
the sharpshooters of the enemy. 

“ The battalion of the Second and 
Tenth Infantry advancing far beyond the 
batteries, compelled the cannoneers of a 
battery of the enemy to abandon their 
guns. Few in number, and unsupport- 
ed, they were unable to bring them off. 
The heavy loss of this small body of 
men attests their gallantry. 

“ The troops of General Burnside 
held the left of the line opposite bridge 
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Ro. 3. The attack on the right was to 
have been supported by an attack on 
the left. Preparatory to this attack on 
the evening of the 16th, General Burn- 
side’s corps was moved forward and to 
the left, and took up a position nearer 
the bridge. 

' ‘ I visited General Burnside’s position 
on the 16th, and after pointing out the 
proper dispositions to be made of his 
troops during the day and night, inform- 
ed him that he would probably be re- 
quired to attack the enem 3 ^’s right on 
the following morning, and directed him 
to make careful rCconnoissances. 

‘ ‘ General Burnside’s corps, consist- 
ing of the divisions of Generals Cox, 
Wilcox, Rodman, and Sturgis, was post- 
ed as follows : Colonel Brooks’ brigade, 
Cox’s division, on the right ; General 
Sturgis’ division immediately in rear. 
On the left was General Rodman’s divi- 
sion, with General Scammon’s brigade, 
Cox’s division, in support. 

“ General Wilcox’s division was held 
in reserve. 

“ The corps bivouacked in position on 
the night of the 16th. 

“ Early on the morning of the 17th I 
ordered General Burnside to form his 
troops and hold them in readiness to 
assault the bridge in his front, and to 
await fux'ther orders. 

“ M eight o’clock an order was sent 
to him by Lieutenant Wilson, Topo- 
graphical Engineers, to carry the bridge, 
then to gain possession of the heights 
beyond, and to advance along their crest 
upon Sharpsburg and its rear.'* 

“xifter some time had elapsed, not 


hearing from him, I dispatched an aid to 
ascertain what had been done. The aid 
returned with the information that but 
little' progress had been made. I then 
sent him back with an order to General 
Burnside to assault the bridge at once, 
and carry it at all hazards. 

“ The aid returned to me a second 
time with the report that the bridge was 
still in the possession of the enemy. 
Whereupon I directed Colonel Sackett, 
inspector general, to deliver to Gen- 
eral Burnside my positive order to push 
forward his troops without a moment’s 
delay, and, if necessary, to carry the 
bridge at the point of the bayonet ; and 
I ordered Colonel Sackett to remain 
with General Burnside and see that the 
order was executed promptly. 

“ After these three hours’ delay, the 
bridge was carried at one o’clock by a 
brilliant charge of the Fifty -first Rew 
York and Fifty-first Pennsylvania Tol- 
unteers. Other troops were then thrown 
over, and the opposite bank occupied, 
the enemy retreating to the heights be- 
yond. 

“A halt was then 'made by General 
Burnside’s advance until three p.m., upon 
hearing which I directed one of my 
aids, Colonel Key, to inform General 
Burnside that I desired him to push for- 
ward his troops with the utmost vigor, 
and carry the enemy’s position on the 
heights ; that the movement was vital 
to our success j that this was a time 
when he must not stop’ for loss of life, 
if a great object could thereby be ac- 
complished. That if, in his' judgment, 
his attack would fail, to inform me so at 
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once, that his troops might be with- 

of the stream on the other side are pre- 



drawn and used elsewhere on the field. 

cipitous, and command the eastern ap- 


1 

“ He replied that he would soon ad- 

proaches to the bridge. On the hillside, 


1 

vance, and would go up the hill as far 

immediately by the bridge, was a stone 


1 

1 

as a battery of the enemy on the left 

fence, running parallel to the stream ; 



would permit. Upon this report, I 

the turns of the road- way, as it wound 


i 

1 

again immediately sent Colonel Key to 

up the hill, were covered by rifle-pits, 



General* Burnside with orders to ad- 

and breast-works of rails, etc. 


1 

1 

vance at once, if possible to flank the 

“These works, and the woods that 


1 

j 

battery, or storm it, and carry the 

covered the slopes, were filled with the 


1 

heights ; repeating that if he considered 

enemy’s riflemen, and batteries were in 


i 

the niovenient impracticable, to inform 

position to enfilade the bridge and its 


i 

1 

me so, that his troops might be recalled. 

approaches. 


i 

The advance was then gallantly resuin- 

“General Eodmaii was ordered to 



ed, the enem}’’ driven from the guns, the 

cross the ford below the bridge. Prom 



heights handsomely carried, and a por- 

Colonel Crook’s position it was found 



lion of the troops even reached the out- 

impossible to carry the bridge. 



skirts of Sharps burg. 

“General Sturgis was ordered to 



“ By this time it w^as nearly dark, 

make a detail from, his division for that 


; . 

and strong reinforcements just then 

purpose. He sent forward the Second 


i 

reaching the enemy from Harper’s Per- 

Maryland and the Sixtli New Hamp- 


1 ! j'y, uttackod General Burnside’s troops 

shire. These regiments made several 


j j on the left tlank, and forced them to re- 

successive attacks in the most gallant 


1 1 tire to a lower line of hills nearer the 

style, but were driven back. 


i i brids;e. 

“ The artillery on the left were order- 


I i “ If this important movement had 

ed to concentrate their fire on the 



been consumuiiited two hours earlier, a 

woods above the bridge. Colonel Crook 



position would have been secured on the 

brought a section of Captain Simmons’ 



heights from which our batteries might 

l)atte.ry to a position to command the 



have enfiladed the greater part of the 

bridge. 

;■ 


enemy’s line, and turned their right 

“ The Fifty-first New Tork and .Fifty- 



and rear, our victory might thus liave 

first Pennsylvania 'were then ordered to 



been much more decisive. 

assault the bridge. Taking advantage 



“The following is the substance of 

of a small spur of the hills wdiich ran 



General Burnside’s operations, as given 

parallel to the river, they moved toward 



in his report : 

the bridge. Prom the crest of this spur 



“ Colonel Brooks’ brigade was order- 

they rushed with bajmnets fixed and 



ed to storm the bridge. This bridge, 

cleared the bridge. 



No. 3, is a stone structure of three 

“The division followed the storming 



. arches with stone parapets. The banks 

party, also the brigade of Colonel Crook 
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as a support. The enemy withdrew to battle from Harper’s Ferry, and with a 


still higher ground, some five or six 
hundred yards beyond, and opened a 
fire of artillery on the troops in the new 
position on the crest of the hill above 
the bridge. 

I “ General Rodman’s division succeed- 
I ed in crossing the ford after a sharp fire 
I of musketry and artillery, and joined 
I on the left of Sturgis, Scammon's brigade 
crossing as a support. General Wilcox’s 
division was ordered across to take posi- 
tion on General Sturgis’ right. 

“These dispositions being completed 
about three o’clock, the command moved 
forward, except Sturgis’ division, left in 
reserve. Clark’s and Hurell’s batteries, 
accompanied Rodman’s division • Cook’s 
battery with Wilcox’s division, and a 
section of Simmons’ battery with Colo- 
nel Crook’s brigade. A section of Sim- 
mons’ battery and Mullenburgh and Mc- 
Mullen’s batteries were in position. 

“ The order for the advance was 
obeyed by the troops with alacrity. 
General Wilcox’s division, with Crook 
in support, moved up on both sides of 
the turnpike leading from the bridge to 
Sharpsburg, General Rodman’s division, 
supported by Scammon’s brigade, on 
the left of General Wilcox. The enemy 
retreated before the advance of the 
troops., 

“ The Finth Few York, of General 
Rodman’s division, captnred one of the 
eneni 3 ’'’s batteries and held it for some 
time. As the command was driving the 
enemy to the main heights on the left 
of the town, the light division of Gen- 
eral A. P. Hill arrived upon the field of 


heavy artillery fire made a strong attack 
on the extreme left. To meet this at- 
tack the left division diverged from the 
line of march intended, and opened a 
gap between it and the right. To fill 
up this it was necessary to order the 
troops from the second line. During 
these movements General Rodman was 
mortally wounded. 

“Colonel Harland’s brigade, of Gen- 
eral Rodman’s divisiou, was driven back. 
Colonel Scammon’s brigade, by a change 
of front to rear on his right flank, saved 
the left from being driven completely in. 

The fresh troops of the enemy pouring 
in, and the accumulation of artillery 
against this command, destroyed all 
hope of being able to accomplish any- 
thing more. 

“ It was now nearly dark. General 
Sturgis was ordered forward to support 
the left. Fotwithstanding the hard 
work in the early part of the day, his 
division moved forward with spirit. 
With its assistance the enemy were 
checked and held at bay. 

“ The command was ordered to fall 
back by General Cox, who commanded 
on the field the troops engaged in this 
affair beyond the Antietam. The artil- 
lery had been well served during the 
day. ■ 

‘ ‘ Fight closed the long and despe- 
rately contested battle of the ITtli. 
Fearly 200,000 men and 500 pieces of i 
artillery were for fourteen hours erigag- i 
ed in this memorable battle. We had 
attacked the enemy in a position selected 
by the experienced engineer then in 
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person direetiiig tlieir operations. We levied its supplies Irom a tortile and im- 
liad driven them from their line on one devastated countiy : extorted tribute 
liank, and secured a footing within it on from wealthy and populous cities j and 
the other. nowdiere east of the Alleghanies was 

‘•'The Army of the Potomac, not- there another organized force able to ar- 
withstanding the moral effect incident rest its march, 

to previous reverses,' had achieved a ‘‘ The follown’iig are among the con- 
victory over an adversary invested with siderations wdiich led me to* doubt the 
the prestige of recent success. Our certainty of success in attacking before 
soldiers slept that night conquerors on a the lOlli : 

held won liy their valor and covered with “The troops were greatly overcome 
the dead and wounded of the enemy. by the fatigue and exhaustion attendant 
“ The night, however, brought with it upon the long continued and severely 
grave responsibilities. Whether to re- contested battle of the I7ili, together 
new the attack on the IStli, or to defer v,dtli the long day and night marches 
it, even with the risk of the enemy’s to which they had been subjected dur- 
retirement, was the question before me. ing the previous three days. 

“After a night of anxious delibera- “The supply-trains were in the rear, 
tion, and a full and careful survey of and many of the troops had suffered 
the situation and condition of our army, from hunger. They required rest and 
the strength and position of the enemy, refreshment. 

I concluded that the success of an at- “ One division of Sumner’s and all of 
tack on the 18th was not certain. ■ I am Hooker’s corps, on the right, had, after 
aware of the fact that, under ordinary fighting most valiantly for several hours, 
circumstances, a general is expected to been overpowered by numbers, driven 
risk a battle if he has a reasonable pros- back in great disorder, and much scat- 
pect of success ; but at this critical tered, so that they wmre for the time 
juncture, I should have had a narrow' somewhat demoralized, 
view of the condition of the country “ In Hooker’s corps, according to the 
had I been wulling to hazard another return made by G-eneral JMcade, corn- 
battle with less than an absolute assur- mandiiig, there were but 0,120 men pres- 
ance of success. • ent on the 18th ; whereas on the morn- 

“At that moment — Yirginia lost, ing of the 22 d there were 13,003 men 

Washington menaced, lyiaiylaiid invad- present for duty in the same corps, 
ed — the national cause could afford no showing that previous to and during the 

risks of defeat. One battle lost, and battle 6,364 men were separated from 

almost all would have been lost. Lee’s tlieir command. * 
ax'my might then have marched as it “ General Meade, in an ofhcial corn- 
pleased on Washington, Baltimore, Phil- mimication upon this subject, dated Sep- 
adelphia, or Hew York. It could have ternber 18, 1862, says : 


“ ‘ I inclose a field return of tlie corps 
made this afternoon, which I desire you 
will lay before the commanding general. 
I am satisfied the great reduction in the 
corps since the recent engagement is 
not due solely to the casualties of battle, 
and that a considerable number of men 
are still in the rear, some having drop- 
ped out on the march, and many dis- 
persing and leaving jmsterday during the 
fight. I think the efficiency of the 
corps, so far as it goes, good. To re- 
sist an attack in our present strong po- 
sition I think they may be depended on, 
and I hope they will perform duty in 
case we make an attack, though I do 
not think their morale is as good for an 
offensive as a defensive movement.’ 

“ One division of Sumner’s corps had 
also been overpowered, and was a good 
deal scattered and demoralized. It was 
not deemed by its corps commander in 
proper condition to attack the enemy 
vigorously the next day. 

“ Some of the new troops on the left, 
although many of them fought well 
during the battle, and are entitled to 
great credit, were, at the close of the 
action, driven back, and their morale im- 
paired. 

“ On the morniitg of the 18th, Gen- 
eral Burnside requested me to send him 
another division to assist in holding his 
position on the other side of the Antie- 
tam, and to enable him to withdraw his 
corps, if he should bo attacked by a su- 
perior force. 

“He gave me the impression that if 
he were attacked again that morning he 
would not be able to make a very vigor- 
i * 140 


ous resistance. I visited his position 
early, determined to send General Mor- 
ell’s division to his aid, and directed 
that it should be placed on this side of 
the Antietam, in order that it might 
cover the retreat of his own corps from 
the other side of the Antietam, should 
that become necessary, at the same time 
it was in position to reinforce our centre 
or right, if that were needed. 

' ‘ Late in the afternoon I found that, 
although he had not been attacked, 
General Burnside had withdrawn his 
own corps to this side of the Antietam, 
and sent over Morell’s division alone to 
hold the opposite side. 

“ A large number of our heaviest and 
most .efficient batteries had consumed 
all their ammunition on the 16tli and 
llth, and it was impossible to supply 
them until late on the following day. 

“Supplies of - provisions and forage 
had to be brought up and issued, and in- 
fantry ainmuiiition distributed. 

“ Finally, reinforcements to the num- 
ber of 14,000 men — to say nothing of 
troops expected from Pennsylvania- — 
had not arrived, but were expected dur- 
ing the day. 

“ The 18th was, therefore, spent in 
collecting the dispersed, giving rest to 
the fatigued, removing the wounded, 
hurying the dead, and the necessary 
preparations for a renewal of'the battle. 

“ Of the reinforcements. Couch’s di- 
vision, marching with commendable ra- 
pidity, came up into position at a late hour 
in the morning. Humphroys division 
of new troops, in their anxiety to par- 
ticipate in the battle which was raging. 
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“ Not a single gun or color was lost 
by our army during these battles. 

Tabttlau Ebpoet op Casualties in the Aemy op the Potomac, in 
THE Battle op Antietam, on the 16tu and 17th op Sei-tembee, 
1862. 


when they received the order to march 
from Frederick at about half-past three 
p.M. on the lYth, pressed forward during 
the entire night, and the mass of the di- 
vision reached the army during the fol- 
lowing morning. 

“ Having marched more than twenty- 
three miles after half-past four o’clock 
on the preceding afternoon, they were, 
of course, greatly exhatisted, and need- 
ed rest and refreshment. Large rein- 
forcements expected from Pennsylvania 
never arrived. During the 18th, orders 
were given for a renewal of the attack 
at daylight on the 19th. 

“ On the night of the 18th the enemy, 
after passing troops in the latter part of 
the day from the Yirginia shore to their 
position behind Sharpshurg, as seen by 
our otiiccrs, suddenly formed the design 
of abandoning their position, and re- 
treating across the river. As their line 
was but a short distance from the river, 
tlie evacuation presented but little diffi- 
culty, and was effected before daylight. 

“About 2,700 of the enemy’s dead 
were, under the direction of Major Da- 
vis, assistant inspector-general, counted 
and buried upon the battle-field of An- 
tietam. A portion of their dead had 
been previously buried by the enemy. 
This is conclusive evidence that the en- 
emy sustained much greater loss than 
we.. . . ■ ■ * 

“ Thirteen guns, thirty-nine colors, 
upward of 16,000 stand of small- arms, 
a,nd more than 6,000 prisoners, were the 
trophies which attest the success of our 
army in the battles of South Mountain, 
Orampton’s Glap, and Antietam. 


General Ollier 
officers, officers 


Enlisted 


Corps and divlelona. 


1st corps, Maj.-Gen. Hooker 

1st division 

2d division 

Sd division 


Total 


2d corps, Maj.-Geii. Sumner 

ist division 

2d division 

8d division 


Total 


5th corps, Ma.-G’l F.-J. Porter 

1 at division 

2d division 

Artillery reserve 


Total 


6th corp-SiMaj.-Gen. Franklin 

1st division 

2d division.... 


9th corps, Maj.-Gen. Burnside 

1st division 

2d division 

8d division 

4tli division 


12th corps (Gen. Banks') Bripf.. 
Gen. Williams commanding 

Ist division 

2d division 

Artillery. 


Total, 


Maj.'Gen. Couch’s division 

Bng.-Gen. Pleasanton, cavalry 
division, 


Grand total 


HE.i»(iUAiiTBRS Army of tub Potoji.'VC, 

Oamz-> near SirARP.=iijijR(J, Sept. 2[>, 1862. 

Official. S. Williams, Assistant Adjutant-General. 

“ An estimate of the forces under the 
Confederate General Lee, made up by 


direction of General Banks, from infor- 
mation obtained by the examination of 
prisoners, deserters, spies, etc., previous 


to the battle of Antietam, is as follows : 

General J. J. Jackson’s corps 24,778 men. 

GeneralJames Long.street’s corps 23,348 “ 

General D. H. Hill’s 2cl division 15,625 “ 

General J. E. B. Stuart, cavalry. 6,400 “ 

General Ransom and Jenkins’ brigade. 8,000 “ 

Forty-six regiments not included in above . . 18,400 “ 

Artillery, estimated at 400 guns 6,000 “ 

Total ...97,446 “ 

“ These estimates give the actual 
number of men present and fit for duty. 


Our own forces at the battle of An- 


tietam were as follows : 

1st corps. 14,856 men. 

2d corps. 18,813 “ 

5tb corps (one division not arrived) 12,930 “ 

6th corps . 12,300 “ 

9th corps 18,819 “ 

12th corps 10,126 “ 

Cavalry division. 4,320 “ 

Total in action 87,164 “ 


“ When our cavalry advance reached 
the river on the morning of the 19th, 
it was discovered that nearly all of the 
enemy’s forces had crossed into Virginia 
during the night, their rear escaping un- 
der cover of eight batteries, placed in 
strong positions upon the elevated bluffs 
on the opposite bank. 

“ General Porter, commanding the 
fifth corps, ordered a detachment from 
Griffin’s and Barnes’ brigades, under Gen- 
eral Griffin, to cross the river at dark, 
and carry the enemy’s batteries. This 
was gallantly done under the fire of the 
enemy ; several guns, caissons, etc., 
were taken, and their supports driven 
back half a mile. 

“ The information obtained during 
the progress of this affair indicated that 


the mass of the enemy had retreated on 
the Charlestown and Martinshurg roads, 
toward Winchester. To verify this, and 
to ascertain how far the eiiem}- had re- 
tired, General Porter was authorized to 
detach from Ms corps, on the morning 
of the 20th, a reconnoitring party in 
greater force. This detachment crossed 
the rive.r, and advanced about a mile, 
when it was attacked by a large body of 
the enemy lying in ambush in the woods, 
and driven back across the river with 
considerable loss. This reconnoissarice 
showed that the enemy were still in 
force on the Virginia hank of the Poto- 
mac, prepared to resist our farther ad- 
vance.” 

The enemy had, two days previously 
to the battle of Antietam, executed an 
enterprise the success of which can 
not be doubted. This was an attack on 
Harper’s Perry by a large force under 
General J ackson, who, after capturing 
the place, was enabled to withdraw the 
greater portion of his troops and form a 
jimctioii with General Lee’s army, in: 
time to hear an important part in the 
great battle of Antietam, in which he 
commanded the enemjfs left. 

According to the enemy’s accounts, 
the movement on Harper’s PeripT'was thus 
executed. General Jackson left Pred- 
erick on Thursday (Sept. 11), taking the 
Hagerstown road, and at the same time 
the divisions of Generals HcLaws and 
B. 11. Anderson moved from the neigli- 
borhood of the same place to Maryland 
Heights, whicli commanded the town 
of Harper’s Perry on the Maryland 
side. On the same day, also, a force 
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and determined, continued tlirougliout 
the day — McLaws and Anderson shell- 
ing from the Maryland side. The en- 
emy resisted with great spirit, and their 
guns, of which they had a large number 
in position, were handled with great 
effect upon the column of Q-eneral Jack- 
son, which had to approach them 
through an open space, where their guns 
had an unobstructed play. 

'' The shells from Walker’s batteries 
and the impetuous attacks of Jackson’s 
men rendered their intrenchments on 
Bolivar Heights too warm for the en- 
emy, and late in the evening they fell 
back to Camp Hill, one mile in rear of 
the Bolivar fortifications. Here they 
had heavy guns planted and strong in- 
trenchments thrown up, but within easy 
range of the batteries of McLaws and 
Anderson, on the opposite heights. 

“ Hight coming on, the struggle ceas- 
ed, Jackson’s forces occupying the de- 
serted intrenchments on the hills of 
Bolivar. That night old ‘ Stonewall’ 
sent a message to General Walker that 
his forces were in possession of the en- 
emy’s first line of intrenchments, and 
that, with God’s blessing, he would have 
Harper’s Ferry and the Federal forces 
early next morning. 

“ At daylight the next morning (Mon- 
day) the fight was renewed, the gep. 
enemy still offering an obstinate ;• 
resistance, until about seven o’clock a.m., 
when their colors were struck, and a 
capitulation proposed,” 

By the capitulation of Harper’s Ferry, 
the enemy obtained 12,000 prisoners, 
1,600 negroes, 10,000 stand of arms, 


under General Walker, which had been 
sent to destro}^ the canal aqueduct at 
the mouth- of the Monocacy, was order- 
ed, before it could accomplish this pur- 
pose, to cross the Potomac by the ford 
at the Point of Rocks and proceed by 
forced marches to the Loudon Heights, 
which overlook Harper’s Ferry on the 
Yirginia side. General Walker reached 
this position on Friday evening (Sept, 
12). Meanwhile, Jackson had crossed 
the Potomac at Williamsport on Friday 
morning, and immediately moved on 
Martinsburg, twenty miles above Har- 
l^er’s Ferry. He had hoped to have 
here intercepted General White, who it 
will he recollected had retired to Mar- 
tinshurg from Winchester ; but this offi- 
cer succeeded in making his escape with 
all his troops fo Harper’s Ferry. Jack- 
son followed in pursuit, and on Saturday 
morning (Sept, J.S) -reached Halltown. 
General Walker had already succeeded 
in gaining possession of the heights on 
the Yirginia side, and Generals McLaws 
and Anderson of those in Maryland. 

“ On Saturday night” (Sept. 13), wrote 
a chronicler,’^ ” General Walker receivM 
orders from General Jackson to open 
fire on the enemy at daylight on Sunday 
morning. In obedience to this order, 
at day dawn the stillness of the Sabbath 
was broken by the opening of Walker’s 
guns upon the ifortifieations of the en- 
emy on Bolivar Heights, two miles 
above the railroad bridge at Harper’s 
F'erry. At the same time the attack was 
made by the forces under General Jack- 
son, and the fight, which was despcrale 

* mcianond Dispatch. 






CAPTURE OF HARPER’S FERRY. 45-7 



47 cannon, and a large quantity of straw 

being driven from the more advanced 



and ammunition. 

position of Bolivar Heights. Here was 



The following is an account of the 

posted the reserve known as the fourth 



siege and surrender, by a corres^jondent 

brigade. Colonel W. Q. Ward, of the 



of the IST. Y. Tribune who was in Har- 

Hew York Twelfth, commanding, com.- 



per’s^Ferry at the time : 

posed of the Twelfth Hew York, Eigh- 



“Harper’s Ferry is situated in the 

ty-seventh Ohio, Captain Bigby’s Com- 



angle formed by the confluence of the 

pany Artillerists, and Company A, Hew 



Potomac and Shenandoah rivers. , The 

York Heavy Artillery, Captain Gra- 



town itself is literally buried in the sur- 

ham. 



rounding hills. Stretching across the 

“ There were monnted along the in- 



angle, and forming the base of a trian- 

trenchnients some dozen howfltzers, im- 



gle, is the ridge known as Bolivar 

der charge of Captain Ptigby’s company, 



Heights, which, rising quite abruptly 

and to the left, upon the precipice over- 



from the town, spreads out into a plain, 

banging the Shenandoah, and command- 



and then rising again, forms a sort of 

ing the approaches by the Shenandoah 



parapet, sloping down to the surround- 

road, and also up the Potomac from 



ing country, the level of which is of 

Sandy Hook, were placed two twelve 



lower grade than the plain. 

and two twentj^-four pound Parrott guns 



“ This formed the front of the posi- 

and howitzers, under charge of Captain 



tion, and was occupied by the first bri- 

Graham. 



gade. Colonel F. G. D’Utassy (Thirty- 

“ This battery commanded the posi- 



ninth Hew York) commanding, com- 

tion on Bolivar Heights, and raked the 



posed of the One Hundred and Fifteenth 

whole plain across which troops mus^ 



Hew York, Colonel Scammon, Thirty- 

approach to the inner intrenchments. 



ninth Hew York (Garibaldi Guards), 

It also had range of Maryland Heights 



Major Hildebrandt, One Hundred and 

and Loudon Heights, and was emphati- 



Eleventh Hew York, Oolonel Segoin, 

cally a strong position. 



and Captain Yon Scheleim’s Fifteenth 

“ On the Maryland side of the Poto- 



Indiana battery, and by the second bri- 

mac, in the angle formed hy the bend 



gade, Colonel 'Trimble (Sixtieth Ohio 

of the river, tower Maryland Heights, 



Yolunteers) commanding, and composed 

over 1,500 feet elevation. A little more 



of the Sixtieth Ohio Yolunteers, Hinth 

than half the distance; up the^^::m 



Yermont, One Hundred and Twenty- 

was placed the battery which comman d- 



sixth Hew York, Colonel Sherrill, and 

ed all the other batteries and ; the sur- 



the Potts battery. 

rounding country for miles around, and 



“ The hill rising immediately from the 

was the key to Harper’s Ferry. 



town is designated as Camp Hill, and 

“ Tins battery consisted of two elev- 



surrounded by an inner line of intrench- 

en-inch Halilgren guns, one fifty-pound 



ments to fall back ujmn in the event of 

rifled gun, and two light howitzers, u‘n- 

1 
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cler command of Captain McGratli. A changes of position are noted in the de- 
shot from one of the eleven-inch Dahl- tailed ancount of the incidents. Glen- 
grens has been thrown into Halltown, era! Julius White brought -with him 
between four and five miles distant, and from jHartinshurg the bi'igade composed 
through a liouse there located. To sup- of the One Hundred, and Twenty-fifth 
port this battery, the third brigade, Col- Hew York, Colonel Willard, Sixty-fifth 
OTiel Ford (Thirty-second Ohio), was Illinois, Twenty-ninth Pennsjdvania, 
posted on a plateau to the right of the Twelfth Illinois Cavalry, Colonel Yoss, 
battery, and low enough to be out of and Captain Phillips’ Illinois battery, 
range of the guns. “ On Frida}?- morning the actual con- 

“ The brigade comprised the Thirty- diet began ])y an attack upon ^Maryland 
second Ohio ; batfalion of First Mary- Heights at Solomon’s Gap, and in the 
land Potonine .Horne Brigade, Major rear from Pleasa-nt Yalley. Captain 
Steiner ; scpiadron Hhode Island Oav- Cole, who was thought to have been 
airy, Major Corliss ; two companies captured, came in from near Frederick. 
First Maryland Cavalry, Captain Hus- “He reported but few of the enemy 
sell, and the Fifth New York Hea-yy near that place, but had ascertained 
Artilhu'y, Captain McGrath. that a force of 40,000 had been left in 

“To prevent surprise or to repel at- Pleasant Yalley : this force was to he 
tack up the back side of Maryland divided into two colnrnns : one of 20,000 
Heights, and also to guard the approach was to attack ^Maryland Heights, the 
to the ferry around the bend of the Po- other of like iiuml>er was to cross the 
tomac, a force was stationed at and Potomac, occupy Loudon Heights, and 
about Sandy Hook, under command of pass around to our. left. 

Colonel khmlshy, of tlic First Maryland “ This story, which at first was set 
Hegimont, .Potomac Home .Brigade, con- down as one of the magnified rumors, 
sisting of the regiment just named, Cap- soon found confirmation in the report 
tain Cole's Maryland Cavalry, and part received from Maryland Heights that 
of the Eighty-seventh Ohio Yoluntcers. the woods were swarming wnth rebels. 
Two cannon were also . with tlie com- and from our left that our piclmts along 
maud, served by Captain Graham’s men. from the Shenandoah to the Halltown 
“Hp the Potomac, at Shepardstown, road bad been compelled to retire from 
Colonel Downey -was stationed, with the an advance movement of the enemy. 
Third Mai-yland Hegiiuent, Potomac “ The sharp crack of rifles, at first 
Homo Brigade. Colonel Davis, with the heai-d from the other side of Maryland 
Eighth New York Cavalry, w^as encamp- Heights, grew nearer and nearer, as 
ed in town at the old rifle factory. though the enemy -were pressing our 

“ The positions given above are those troops hack. A detachment of the 
occupied by the troops prior to and at Thirty -ninth New York, under Major 
the commencement of the siege. The Hilrlebrandt, had already been sent over 
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to reinforce Colonel Ford, and some finding all the old roads and paths ef- 
light mountain howitzers were also taken fectually bloclvaded, had hegiin cutting 
over. a new road through the woods, and 

“ The rebels continuing to push our were plainly seen dragging camion up 
troops with vigor, the One Hundred the rough way. Night put an end to 
and Twenty-sixth New York were or- the conflict in the woods, 
dered over to their assistance. “ In the direction of Sandy Hook and 

“ The Maryland boys, while on pick- Fetersville the rebels also showed in 
et duty, had succeeded in making quite force, increasing as night approached, 
a strong breast-work of logs, and this and fearful that the small body of our 
proved the salvation of the men and of troops there might be run over by the 
the battery below ; for, forced to retire masses of rebels, preparations were 
before superior numbers, our troops fell made to withdraw, 
back behind this barrier, and poured “ Captain Potts placed two of his guns 
volley after volley upon the advancing in position under the hill, to cover the 
rebels, compelling them to pause in retreat, and Captain Graham, on Camp 
their rapid advance, and effectually Hill, also brought one of his Parrott 
checking their progress. guns to bear in the same direction. Our 

“ The companies at Solomon’s Gap troops fell back in good order, and im- 
were also pressed closely and retired, mediately after the enemy’s cavalry 
under orders to concentrate above and appeared on the crest of a hill some 
around the battery. The rebels follow- two miles down the road. Ca|)tain Potts 
ed them up rapidly, and pressed into the complimented them with a salute of two 
woods in their rear, around the angle of shells, and they quickly disappeared, 
the mountain. Captain McGrath, at “ Meanwhile, some anxiety was felt 
the battery, had been waiting expect- as to General Wfiite and iiis brigade, 
antly, watching the first appearance of The cars sent up the night previous to 
secesh within his circle, and a flash from Martinshurg, to bring down his tents, 
one of his Napoleons, followed by two baggage, etc., had returned, and ambii- 
reports and a puff of white smoke from lances had been arriving with the sick 
the woods which they had dared to in- and wonnded. 
vade^ told the story for them. Another “ Colonel Davis, with the^^ M 
and another report followed in rapid New York Cavalry, had been sent out 
succession, and flank movement early in the morning to cover the retreat, 

proved a failure. but no advices -were received from him. 

“ Quite a skirmish occurred on the top It was known that the enemy’s advance 
of the hill, at the observatory, where was within six miles of his position at 
our boys repulsed the rebels handsome- daylight, and his inarch was to have 
ly, although they were afterward forced comnienced at three o’clock a.m. 
to abandon the position. The rebels, About noon stragglers came in and 
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onel Miles, succeeded in stopping the 
rout with drawn sabre, and sent the 
fellows back to the hill. 

“ Colonel Sherrill urged his men not 
to disgrace themselves by running, and 
did all in his power to rally them, while 
doing which he received a ball in his 
jaw, inflicting a severe wound. Adju- 
tant Barras also distinguished himself 
by his gallantry and exertion to stop the 
panic, and received the thanks of Colo- 
nel Miles for his conduct. 

“In their haste to flee from the 
mountain, the men ran over the Thirty- 
ninth dSTew A"ork, and also the Third 
Marjdand. The oflicers of both these 
regiments ordered their men ‘to stop 
such proceedings at the point of the 
bayonet. 

“ The other Hew York regiments are 
ashamed of the conduct of the One 
Hundred and Twenty-sixth. The ex- 
cuse that they were green troops will 
not suffice, as the One Hundred and 
Fifteenth is also a new corps, and stood 
their ground, fighting manfully. 

“ xis the fight progressed, our troops 
concentrated nearer the battery, when 
Captain McGrath and Captain Graham 
both opened upon the woods with shells, 
and succeeded in eflectually shelling the 
rebels back again. The positions of 
Captain McGrath’s and Captain Gra- 
ham’s batteries were such that they 
could prevent any largo force from ad- 
vancing in a body upon the guns. 

“ The firing of musketry had now 
ceased, but the batteries continued shell- 
ing the Koods, making them very un- 
comfortable for any human being. 


reported his forces at Kearneysville at 
nine o’clock. In the afternoon came ru- 
mors that he had been attacked, and 
was still fighting. These rumors were 
dispelled by the appearance of the Gen- 
eral and staff, and shortly after his 
troops marched in and camped on Boli- 
var Plain, at our left. Colonel Downey, 
with his regiment, had joined him at 
Shepardstown. 

“ All our forces were now concentrat- 
ed at the ferry. General White, who 
by rank became commander of the 
forces, waived his right, and tendered 
his services and those of his troops to 
Colonel Miles. As complaints have 
since been made that no order was is- 
sued stating who was to be command- 
ant, it is proper to state that an order 
was prepared by Colonel Miles, and a 
copy sent to General White, at whose 
request the order was withheld from 
promulgation to brigade commanders. 

‘‘On Saturday Colonel Downey, with 
the Third klaryland Regiment, was or- 
dered to Maryland Heights, and subse- 
quently the One Hundred and Fifteenth 
Hew York was sent over. There rvas 
some brisk fighting during the morning, 
the rebels slowly working their wniy 
over the crest of the hill, and our boys 
disputing their way courageously. 

“ Here the One Hundred and Twenty- 
sixth behaved very badl3q and the fault 
lies with some of the officers as well as 
the men. They broke ranks and ran, 
some even throwing' their guns away, 
and two companies never stopped till 
they reached the pontoon bridge. There 
Lieutenant Binney, aid-de-camp to Col- 
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did exscLition. No notico was taken by ^ 
the rebels of our firing ; that they were i 
busily at work getting a battery into ] 
position was apparent. To whom they i 
were signalling could not be seen. Our i 
batteries fired upon them occasionally f 
during the afternoon, and must have 1 
done some serious damage, as the shells 
fell right in their midst. ^ ‘ 

“During the day General White’s 
troops were assigned positions. Cap- > 
tain Phillips’ battery was ordered to the 
extreme right, the Sixty-bfth Illinois 
supporting it. These joined the fiist 
brigade, DTTtassy’s. 

“ The One Hundred and Twenty-fifth 
New York was assigned to Colonel 
Trimble, commanding the second bri- 
gade. The battery of Captain Yon 
Scheleim occupied the centre, and that 
of Captain Eigby the left. The left was 
clearly our weakest point, and a breast- 
work was thrown up to protect the guns 
and men under the direction, of Captain 
Powell, of the Engineer Corps. 

“ Captain Powell, with his ‘ brigade 
of contrabands,’ did excellent service in 
making other earth-works and digging 
rifle-pits. The fortification of the left 
was good as far as it went, but did not 
extend far enough toward the Shenan- 
doah, as the sequel will prove. 

“ The rebels could be seen examining 
localities upon Loudon Heights, com- 
manding the left flank, evidently with 
the intention of planting batteries, but 
they suddenly departed, and nothing 
further was seen of any operations in 
Uiat direction. 

“ While officers and men continued in 


good spirits and anxious for the fight, it 
"was apparent that the evacuation of the 
position across the Potomac had made 
an impression upon them, and Saturday 
night closed upon them, each full of 
speculation as to what the morrow might 
bring forth. 

“ The quiet of as beautiful and bright 
a Sabbath as ever shone was broken by 
the guns of Captain Graham’s battery, 
as they opened fire upon the rebels on 
Loudon Heights. The other batteries, 
not wishing to be behind their fellow, 
chimed in, and for a time made lively 
j music. 

“No attention was paid to the inter- 
ruption, and it was whispered that the 
rebels had abandoned their position. 
This rumor quickly spread over the 
camp, and scores of faces brightened at 
the thought. Others, who had seen ser- 
vice, knew too well what the ominous 
silence forebode, and told the green ones 
that ‘ they would get it ffood after din- 


“ During the morning Captain Gra- 
ham had brought up two of his Parrott 
guns, placing one at the battery on each 
flank. From the right he amused him- 
self by shelling any show rebels within 
his range. Colonel D’Utassy, not rel- 
ishing the idea of leaving the rebels all 
our ammunition on Maryland Heights, 
and to prove that the offer he made on 
Saturday could have been executed, 
took the responsibility of sending' a 
detachment composed of two companies 
of the Thirty-] linth New York, under 
Adjutant Bacon, and two companies of 
the Sixty-fifth Illinois, under Major 
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“ A cloud of dust at the left betoken- 
ed the approach of the rebels, and the 


Woods, the whole under command of 
the latter officer, with orders to bring 
down the Napoleon guns and such am- 
munition as they could. 

“The expedition departed on its mis- 
sion quietly, and ascended the heights 
cautiously under cover of Captain Mc- 
Grath’s and Captain Phillips’ guns. 
Throwing out pickets they proceeded to 
the discharge of their duty. Not a reb- 
el was to be seen, but no one knew how 
soon they might make their appearance. 
They brought down the four cannon, 
and quite a store of ammunition, which 
was made useful on the day following, 
through the foresight of Colonel P. G. 
D’Utassy. 

“ About half-past two o’clock the reb- 
els opened fire from a battery near the 
point from which they had been signal- 
ling, and their shells fell upon the plain 
with sufficient rapidity to cause a stam- 
pede of soldiers and townspeople, who 
were enjoying a stroll. The boys laugh- 
ed as the shells fell far short of the 
heights, but laughed no more as shell 
after shell came nearer and nearer, and, 
finalhq went clear jover the works and 
down the slope. Then came the report 
of a gun from Maryland Heights, not 
our old position, but from the very top, 
and a shell burst without even crossing 
the Potomac. 

“The boys laughed again at the 
‘ pop-gun battery,’ as they termed the 
new one, but soon the pop-guns proved 
to be real ones, and shot came whizzing 
past those on the parapet and down the 
farther side of the hill. This was not 
pleasant. 


troops were called into position. Noth- 1 
ing but the dust away beyond the woods 
could be seen. Presently a movement i 
was discovered at the edge of the woods, I 
and soon a battery commenced on the 
left, shelling the woods between. Our 
batteries were now fully engaged, and 
all attention was turned to watch the 
approach of infantry. 

“Skirmishers, the New York Thir- 
ty-ninth, were thrown out, and other 
troops advanced dowm the hill, under 
cover of the brush, to meet them. A 
dark mass, almost shielded from view 
by the woods, seemed moving toward 
our right, and soon appeared in full 
view, as they crossed a distant field and 
took position in the woods. A battery 
now opened in front of us, and shot and 
shell came over the ridge inside of our 
works. It was quite evident that they 
were only trying their range, and it was 
also apparent that they were quite satis- 
fied with it. 

“ Our batteries, now turned their at- 
tention to the new batteries of the reb- 
els, and Captain Von Scheleim succeeded 
in placing a few shells in the right spot. 

A shot from the rebels exploded one of 
Gaptaip Von Seheleiin’s caissons, wound- 
ing four men. A new battery had 
Opened from libudon Heights^: making 
four guns in all in that positionv Cap- 
tain McGrath had silenGed the first for a 
while, but it resumed operations after a 
change of position. 

“ As day closed, the looked-for at- 
tack was anxiously awaited ; but it was 
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like a question of eternity with all, for 
the rebels had complete range of our 
whole position, and were evidently 
playing with us. Indeed, General Hill 
said as much after the capture. A 
council of war was held, and in order to 
prevent useless sacrifice of life', the offi- 
cers reluctantly consented to display the 
white flag. 

“ This was about eight o’clock. Ow- 
ing to the fog and smoke, the signal was 
not seen at first, and the firing contin- 
ued, during which a shell struck Colonel 
Miles, who was on foot, on the left, in- 
flicting a mortal wound. Lieutenant 
Binney, who was standing by, escaped 
iinhurt. He immediately procured a 
blanket, and succeeded in forcing some 
of the frightened men to assist in re- 
moving Colonel Miles to an ambulance. 
While so engaged, a shell passed over 
the Colonel and cut the officer who had 
hold of the opposite side of the blanket 
almost in two. 

“ Discovering the signals, at last fir- 
ing ceased, and General White went out 
with a flag of truce and surrendered to 
Generals Jackson and Hill. 

“ It was a sad blow to our troops, 
who had looked forward to a desperate 
fight, in which they did not intend to 
come off second best. 

“The terms of capitulation were: 
Officers and men to have ready parole. 
Officers to retain side-arms and private 
property ; all United States property to 
be turned over to the rebels. 

“ When the army took possession of 
the place, they were followed into town 
by neighboring farmers hunting up 


not the rebel policy to' hurry matters. 
They made one or two feints on the 
right to feel our position, and some 
sidrrnishing took place with the Thirty- 
ninth Hew York. 

“After dark, and as matters seemed 
to be settling down, a smart attack was 
made upon our left flank by troops who 
had almost gotten in our rear, but who 
were repulsed by the Thirty-second 
Ohio, with serious loss both to them- 
selves and the rebels. This was the 
most serious encounter of the day, 

“ The Third Maryland, the Eighty- 
seventh Ohio, and the Twelfth Hew 
York were ordered up to the support ' 
of the left, but no further fighting took 
place. Our men slept upon their arms 
in the trenches. ; 

‘ ‘ Eaidy on Monday mornihg the skill 
of the rebel generals was displays d. 
During the night they had posted two 
batteries upon the lower plateaus of 
Loudon Heights, in the positions previ- 
ously examined, another battery in front, 
and stiH another to our right upon a 
knoll oh the opposite side of the Poto- 
mac , thus enfilading the whole of o ur 
intrenchments. 

“ Commencing fire, they rained shot 
and shell along the whole line, and it 
was evident our batteries could not 
drive them away nor silence them. Still 
our guns responded vigorously until all 
the long range ammunition gave out. 
Then Colonel D’Utassy’s force from 
Maryland Heights came into service, and 
with that the fight was prolonged. 

, . “ The matter which at first seemed a 
question of time now appeared more 
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important bearing upon the campaign in 


their slaves and many fugitives were 
thus caught. The method of proceed- 
ure, without being brutal, was charac- 
terized by the peculiarities of the pecu- 
liar institution. The rebels behaved 
civilly as a general thing, and no insults 
were offered our soldiers. 

After a delay over Monday night, 
on account of a difference of opinion as 
to the terms of capitulation, the rebels 
insisted that our troops were not to go 
into camps of instruction, and upon 
which Colonel D’Utassy expressed the 
views of a soldier very frankly, that 
the parole to them did not absolve our 
troops from military duty to Grovern- 
ment, only so far as not to take up arms 
against the Southern Confederacy until 
regularly exchanged, the necessary doc- 
uments for the egress of the troops 
were prepared, and they marched out 
toward Frederick. 

“ On Tuesday morning a large body 
of rebels passed through the Ferry, in 
full retreat from the advancing Union 
forces. Their number was estimated at 
30,000. Then.’ rear-guard destroyed 
the bridges, and our paroled soldiers 
.had to ford the stream. 

“ Mention should have been made of 
the achievement of the force of cavalry 
who cut their way through the rebel 
lines, and, as has since been ascertained, 
captured Longstreet’s ammunition train 
and carried it into Greencastle. Colonel 
Cole, commanding the hTew York Eighth 
Cavalry, is an officer of rare qualifica- 
tions for his position, and deserves a 
wider field for his operations.” 

The loss of Harper’s Ferry had an 


Maryland. By its capture the enemy 
not only secured another way of retreat, 
but a position which, as long as it wms 
held by the Unionists, endangered their 
whole army in Maryland. By its loss 
the operations of McClellan were ren- 
dered much less effective than had been 
hoped. His friends, however, exonerated 
him from all blame, asserting “ that be- 
fore starting from Washington, General 
McClellan urged the evacuation of Har- 
per’s Ferry and the occupation, of Mary- 
land Heights, on the ground that he did 
not believe that it could be held if 
thoroughly besieged, and on the further 
ground that to assist it would greatly 
interfere with his plan of campaign. In 
reply to this recommendation, assurances 
were given that the post was impregna- 
ble and the recommendation of General 
McClellan was unheeded.’”-' 

Colonel Miles had repeatedly asked 
for reinforcements, declaring it imprac- 
ticable to hold the position beyond a 
specified time. How far this unfortu- 
nate ofiicerf or those serving under Mm 
were responsible for the loss of Harper’s 
Ferry can, perhaps, he inferred from this 
report of the Congressional commission 
appointed to investigate the circum- 
stances of its surrender : 

“ The Commission, consisting of Major- 
General U, Hunter, U. S. A. of Yoluii- 
teers, Pres, j Major-General G. Cadwal- 
ader, U. S. A. of Volunteers ; Briga- 
dier-General 0. C. Augur, U. S. A. of 


* Baltimore CbffiOTcrmZ. 

f Colonel Miles, who received a wound during the siege, 
died of its effects. 
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Tolimteers ; Major Don Piatt, A. A. G-. 
of Yuliinteers ; Captain F. Ball, A. D. 0. 
of Volunteers ; Colonel G. Holt, Judge- 
Aclvocate-General, called' by the Gov- 
ernment to investigate the conduct of 
certain officers connected with, and the 
circumstances attending the abandon- 
ment of Maryland Heights, and the sur- 
render of Harper's Ferry, have the honor 
to report the following : 

“ On the 3d - of September, General 
White entered Harper’s Ferry with his 
force from Winchester, The next day 
he was ordered to Martinsburg, to take 
command of the forces there. On the 
12th of September he again returned to 
Harper’s Ferry, where he remained un- 
til the surrender, without assuming the 
command. 

“ On the 7th of September, General 
McClellan, the most of his forces having 
preceded him, left Washington under 
order's issued some days previously, to 
drive the enemy from Maryland, That 
night he established his headquarters at 
Rockville, from which place, on the 11th 
of September, he telegraphed to Gen- 
eral Halleck to have Colonel Miles or- 
dered to join him at once. 

“ On the 6th of September, Colonel 
Thomas H. Ford, Thirty-second Ohio, 
took command of the forces on Mary- 
land Heights. Forces were placed at 
Solomon’s Gap and at Sandy Hook. 
Those at Sandy Hook, under Colonel 
Maulsby, retired by ColoneP Miles’ or- 
der to the eastern slope of Maryland 
Heights, two or three days previous to 
their eimcuation by Colonel Ford. On 
the 11th of September the forces at 

Solomon’s Gap were driven in by the 
enemy. Colonel Ford called upon Col- 
onel Miles for reinforcements. The 
One Hundred and Twenty-sixth Hew 
York and the Thirty-ninth Hew York 
(Garibaldi Guards) were sent him on 
Friday, the 12th of September, and 
oil the morning of the 13th he was 
further reinforced by the One Hun- 
dred and Fifteenth Hew York and a 
portion of a Maryland regiment under 
Lieutenant-Colonel Downey. 

“ Colonel Ford made requisition for 
axes and spades to enable him to con- 
struct defences on the heights, but ob- 
tained none ; with ten axes, belonging 
to some Maryland troops, hiring all 
that could be obtained, a sMght breast- 
work of trees was constructed on the 
12th near the crest of the heights, and 
a slashing of timber made for a short 
distance in front of the breast-work. 

“The forces under Colonel Ford 
were stationed at various, points on Ma- 
ryland Heights, the principal force being 
on the crest of the hill near the breast- 
work and look-out. Skirmishing com- 
menced. on Friday, the 12th, on the crest 
of the hni. 

“Early on the morning of the 13th, 
the enemy made an attack on the crest 
of the hill, and after some time the 
troops retired in some confusion to the 
breast-work, where they were rallied. 
About nine o’clock a second attack was 
made, which the troops behind the 
breast-work resisted for a short time, 
and until Colonel Sherrill, of the One 
Hundred and Twenty- sixth Hew York 
was wounded, and carried off the field, 





when the entire One Hundred and off, without opposition, four brass twelve 
Twenty-sixth Regiment, as some wit- pounders, two of which were imperfect- 
nesses testify, all but two companies, ]y spiked, and a wagon-load of animuiii- 
Major Hewitt states, broke and fled in tion. General White, on his return to 
utter confusion. Men and. most of the Harper’s Ferry on the 12th of Septem- 
officers all fled together, no effort being ber, suggested to Colonel Miles the pro- 
made to rally the regiment, except by priety of contracting his lines on Boli- 
Colonel Ford, Lieutenant Barras, acting var Heights so as to make a better de- 
adjutant, and some officers of other fence, but Colonel Miles adhered to his 
regiments, directed by Colonel Miles, original line of defence, stating that he 
then on the heights. was determined to make his stand on 

“ Soon after, the remaining forces at Bolivar Heights, 
the breast-work fell back, under a sup- “General White also urged the im- 
posed order from Major Hewitt, who portance of holding Maryland Heights, 
himself says that he gave no such or- even should it require the taking the 
der'; merely sent instructions to the entire force over there from Harper’s 
captains of his own regiment that, if Ferry. Colonel Miles, under his orders to 
they were compelled to retire, to do so hold Harper’s Ferry to the last extrem- 
in good order. ity, while admitting the importance of 

“ Orders were given by Colonel Ford Maryland Heights, seemed to regard 
for the troops to return to their posi- them as applying to the town of Har- 
tion. They advanced some distance up per’s Ferry, and held that to leave 
the heights, but did not regain the Harper’s Ferry, even to go on Maryland 
breast-work. Heights, would be disobeying his in- 

“ That evening Colonel Miles was on structions. 

Maryland Heights for some hours, con- “General McClellan established his 
suiting with Colonel Ford. He left be- headquarters at Frederick City on the 
tween eleven and twelve oklock, with- morning of the I fSth of September. On 
out directly ordering Colonel Ford to the night of the 13th, after the evaciia- 
evacuate the heights, but instructing tion of Maryland Heights, Colonel Miles 
him, in case he was compelled to do so, directed Captain (now Major) Bussell, of 
to spike his guns, and throw the heavy the Maryland Cavalry, to take >vith him 
siege guns down the mountain. a few men and endeavor to get through 

“About two o’clock, perhaps a little the enemy’s lines and reach some of 
later, by the order of Colonel Ford, the our forces— -General McClellan, if possi- 
heiglits were abandoned, the guns being ble — and to report the condition of 
spiked according to instructions. Harper’s Ferry, that it could not hold 

“On Sunday, Colonel H’Utassy sent out more than forty-eight hours, unless 
over to the Maryland Heights four com- reinforced, and to urge the sending of 
panies under Major Wood, who brought reinforcements. 
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“Sunday night the cavalry at Har- 
per’s Ferry made their escape, under 
Colonel Davis, of the Twelfth Illinois 
Cavalry, hy permission of Colonel Miles, 
and reached Greencastle, Pennsylvania, 
the next morning, capturing an ammu- 
nition train belonging to General Long- 
street, consisting of some fifty or sixty 
wagons. 

Several of the infantry officers desir- 
ed permission to cut their way out, at 
the same time the cavalry made their 
escape, but Colonel Miles refused upon 
the ground that he had never been or- 
dered to hold Harper’s Ferry to the last 
extremity. 

“ On the morning of the 15th the en- 
emy opened their batteries from several 
points— seven to nine, as estimated by 
diffierent witnesses— directing their at- 
tack principally upon our batteries on 
the left of Bolivar Heights. The at- 
tack commenced at daybreak. About 
seven o’clock Colonel Milos represented 
to General White that it would be 
necessary to surrender. 

“ General White suggested that the 
brigade commanders be called together, 
which was done. Colonel Miles stated 
that the ammunition for the batteries 
was exhausted, and he had about made 
up Ills mind to surrender. That was 




COMlVnSSION- OK HARPEE’S PERR¥. 


surrender was agreed upon about eight 
A.M. on Monday, the 16th of Septem- 
ber. 

“ The following was the testimony 
respectively of the ofidcers commanding 
batteries : At the time of the surrender 
Captain Yon Schelein had some ammu- 
nition, could not tell what amount, but 
mostly shrapnel ; had lost about 100 
rounds on Saturday, the 13th, by the 
explosion of a limber, caused by one of 
the enemy’s shells. Captain Eigby had 
expended, during the siege of Harper’s 
Ferry, about 600 rounds, with the ex- 
ception of canister ; had nothing but 
canister left. Captain Potts had ex- 
pended about 1,000 rounds, with the ex- 
ception of canister ; had only canister 
left. Captain Graham had but two guns 
of his battery under his immediate com- 
mand on the morning of the surrender ; 
had, probably, 100 rounds of all kinds, 
but no long-time fuses. Captain Phil- 
lips had expended all his ammunition, 
except some forty rounds of canister 
and some long-range shell too large 
for his guns. Captain McGrath’s bat- 
tery had been spiked and left on Mary- j 
land Heights on Saturday. 

“It appears that during the siege, 
and shortly previous, Colonel Miles pa- 
rolled several Confederate prisoners, per- 
mitting them to pass through our lines. 
During the week previous to the evacu- 
ation of Maryland Heights, a Lieuten- 
ant Rouse, of the Twelfth Yirginia Cav- 
alry, who had been engaged in a raid 
upon a train from Harper’s Perry to 
Winchester a short time before, was cap- 
tured and brouglit into Barper's Ferry. 

IliilSlISB jiSIliBiiliiiB 


He escaped while on the way to the hos- 
pital to have his wounds dressed, but 
was retaken. He was parolled, hut re- 
turned in command of some rebel cav- 
alry on the morning of the surrender. 

“ The attention of General A. P. HiU 
was called to the fact that Lieutenant 
Rouse was a parolled prisoner, but no 
attention was paid to it. Lieutenant 
Rouse himself, on being spoken to 
about it, laughed at the idea of observ- 
ing his parole. On Saturday, the day 
of the attack upon and evacuation of 
Maryland Heights, Colonel Miles di- 
rected that sixteen Confederate prison- 
ers be permitted to pass through our 
lines to rejoin the rebel army at Win- 
chester. Other cases are testified to, 
but these are the most important. 

“Of the subordinate officers referred 
to in this case, the Commission finds, 
with the exception of Colonel Thomas 
H. Ford, nothing in their conduct that 
calls for censure. General Julius White 
merited its approbation. He appears 
from the evidence to have acted with 
decided capability and courage. 

“ In this connection the Commission 
calls attention to the disgraceful beha- 
vior of the One Hundred and Twenty- 
sixth Regiment Hew York Infantry, and 
recommends that Major Baird should 
for his bad conduct, as shown by this ev- 
idence, be dismissed the service. Some 
of the officers, after the wounding of 
the gallant Colonel, such as Lieutenant ' 
Barras, and others not known to the 
Commission, behaved with gallantry, 
and should be commended. 

“ In the case of Colonel Ford, charged 
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with imi)roper conduct in abandoning do the best he could, and if unable to 
the Maryland Heights, the Commission, defend the place, ho must spike the 
after a careful hearing of the evidence guns, throw them down the hill, and 
produced by the Grovernment and that withdraw to Harper's Ferry in good 
relied on by the defence, and a due con- order. 

sideration of the arguments offered by “ The Court is then satisfied that Col- 
counsel, find ; onel Ford was given a discretionary 

“ That on the 5th of September, Col- power to abandon the heights as his 
onel Ford was placed in command of better judgment might dictate ; and it 
Maryland Heights by Colonel Miles, believes from the evidence, circumstan- 
That Colonel Ford, finding the position tial and direct, that the result did not 
unprepared by fortifications, earnestly to any great extent surprise nor in any 
urged Colonel Miles to furnish him way displease the officer in command at 
means by which the heights could be Harper's Ferry. 

made tenable for the small force under “ But this conclusion, so much relied 
his command, should a heavy one be upon by the defence, forces the Commis- 
brought against him. That these re a- sion to a consideration of the fact — did 
sonable demands were, from some cause Colonel Ford, under the discretionary 
unknown to the Commission, not re- power thus vested in him, make a 
sponded to by the officer in command of proper defence of the heights, and hold 
Harper’s Ferry. That subsequently, them, as he should have done, until 
when the enemy appeared in heavy driven off by the enemy ? 
force, Colonel Ford frequently and earn- “The evidence shows conclusively 
estly called upon Colonel Miles for that the. force upon the heights was not 
more troops, representing that he could well managed ; that the point most 
not hold the heights unless reinforced, pressed was weakly defended as to num- 
That these demands were feebly or not hers, and after the wounding of the col- 
at all complied with. That as late as onel of the One Hundred and Twenty- 
,tihe morning of the 13th, Colonel Ford sixth Begiment Hew York Infantry, it 
sent two written demands to Colonel was left without a competent officer in 
Miles for reinforcements, and saying command, Colonel Ford himself not ap- 
that with the troops 'then under his com- pearing, nor designating any one who 
mand he could not hold the' heights, might have restored order and encour- 
and unless relieved or otherwise ordered, aged the men j that the abandonment 
he would have to abandon them. That of the heights was premature is clearly 
.as late as eleven o’clock a.m. of the ISth, proved. Our forces were not driven 
hours previous to the abandon- from the hill, as full time was given 
ment of this position, Colonel Miles said to spike the guns and throw the heav- 
J^t&lonel Ford that he (Colonel Ford) ier ones down the cliff, and retreat in 
could not have another man, and must good order to Harper's Ferry. Tho 
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next day a force returning to the obeys the orders of Major-General 
heights, found them unoccupied, and Wool to fortify Maryland Heights, 
brought away, unmolested, four aban- When it is surrounded and attacked by 
doned guns and a quantity of ammuni- the enemy, its naturally strong positions 
tion. are unimproTcd, and from Ms criminal 

“In so grave a case as this, with such neglect, to use the mildest term, tlie 
disgraceful consequences, the Court can- large force of the enemy is almost upon 
not permit an officer to shield himself an equality with the small force under 
behind the fact that he did as well as he his command. 

could, if in so doing he exhibited a lack “He seems to have understood, and 
of military capacity. It is clear to the admitted to his officers, that Maryland 
Commission that Colonel Ford should Heights is the key to the position, and 
not have been placed in command on yet he places Colonel Ford in command, 
Maryland Heights; that he conducted with a feeble force — makes no effort to 
the defence without ability, and aban- strengthen them by fortifications, al- 
doned his position without sufficient though between the 6th and 14th of 
cause, and has shown throughout such September there was ample time to do 
a lack of military capacity as to disqual- so ; and to Colonel ForeFs repeated de- 
ify him, in the opinion of the Commis- mands for means to intrench and addi- 
sion, for a command in the service. tional reinforcements, he makes either 

“ The Commission has approached a an inadequate return, or no response at 
consideration of Colonel I). S. Miles’ ail He gives Colonel Ford a discretion- 
conduct in connection with the surrender ary power as to when he shall abandon 
of Harper’s Ferry with extreme reluc- the heights — the fact of abandonment 
tance. An officer who cannot appear having, it seems, been concluded on in 
before any earthly tribunal to answer or his own mind. For, when this unhappy 
explain charges gravely affecting his event really occurs, his only exclamation 
character ; who has met his death at the was to the effect that he feared Colonel 
hands of the enemy, even upon the spot Ford had given up too soon — although 
he disgracefully surrenders, is entitled he must have known that the abandoii- 
to the tenderest care and most careful merit of Maryland Heights was the sur- 
investigation. This the Commission has render of Harper’s Ferry. This leaving 
accorded Colonel Miles, and in giving a the key of the position to the keeping 
decision only repeats what runs through of Colonel Ford, with discretionary 
our 900 pages of testimony strangely power, after the arrival of that capable 
unanimous upon the fact, that Colonel and courageous officer who had waived 
Miles’ incapacity, amounting to almost his rank to serve wherever ordered, is 
imbecility, led to the shameful surrender one of the more striking facts iilustrat- 
of this important post. ieg the incapacity of Colonel Miles. 

“ Early as the 15th of August he dis- “ Immediately previous to and ])end- 
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ing tho sioge of Harpor’s Perry, lie pa- 
roles rel)el prisoners ■and permits, in- 
deed, sends them to the enemy’s head- 
quarters. This, too, when he should 
have known that the lack of ammuni- 
tion, the had conduct of some of our 
troops, the entire absence of fortifica- 
tions, and the abandonment of Mary- 
].and Heights were important facts they 
could, and undoubtedly did, communi- 
cate to the enemy. Sixteen of these 
prisoners were parolled on the 13th, and 
a pass given them in the handwriting of 
Colonel Miles, while a rebel officer by 
the name of House, after an escape is 
retaken, and subsequently has a private 
interview with Colonel Miles, is parolled, 
and after the surrender appears at the 
head of his men, among the first to en- 
ter Harper’s Ferry. 

“It is not necessary to accumulate 
evidence from the mass that throughout 
scarcely affords one fact in contradiction 
to what each one establishes, that Colo- 
nel Miles was incapable of conducting 
a defence so important as was this of 
Harper’s Perry. The Commission would 
not have dwelt upon this painful sub- 
ject were it not for the fact that the of- 
ficer who placed this incapable in com- 
mand should share in the responsibility, 
and in the opinion of the Commission, 
Major-Greneral Wool is guilty to this ex- 
tent of a grave disaster, and should be 
censured for his conduct. 

“ The Commission has remarked freely 
•C^^^onel Miles, an oli officer who has 
Uiofl iix the service of his country, 
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high command, when it thinks such cen- 
sure deserved. The Greneral-in-Gliief 
has testified that General McClellan, af- 
ter having received orders to repel the 
enemy invading the State of Maryland, 
marched only six miles per day, on an 
average, when pursuing this invading 
enemy. The General-in-Chief also testi- 
fies that, in his opinion, General McClel- 
lan could and should have relieved and 
protected Harper’s Perry, and in this 
opinion the Commission fully concur. 

“ The evidence thus introduced con- 
firms the Commission in the opinion 
that Harper’s Perry, as well as Mary- 
land Heights, was prematurely surren- 
dered. The garrison should have been 
satisfied that relief, however long de- 
layed, would come at last, and that 1,000 
men killed in Harper’s Ferry would 
have made a small loss, had the post 
been saved, and probably saved 2,000 
at Antietam. How important was this 
defence we can now appreciate. Of the 
97,000 men composing at that time the 
whole of Lee’s army, more than one- 
third were attacking Harper’s Perry. 
And of this the main body was in Yir- 
ginia. By reference to the evidence, it 
will be seen that at the very moment 
Colonel Ford abandoned Maryland 
Heights, his little army was in reality 
relieved by Generals Franklin and Sum- 
ner’s corps at Crampton’s Gap, within 
seven miles of his position ; and that af- 
, ter the surrender of Harper’s Ferry no 
time was given to parole prisoners be- 
fore 20,000 troops were hurried from 
Tirginia, and the entire force went off 
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AFTER BATTLE OF ANTIETAAL 


forced to raise the siege, or would have 
been taken in detail, with the Potomac 
dividing his forces.’’ 


was being attacked at A.ntietam. Had 
the garrison been slower to surrender, or 
the Army of the Potomac swifter to 
march, the enemy would have been 


their army in the great battle of ‘ksaving all his transportation, and 
Antietam, were disappointed in its im- carrying off all his wounded but 300.’' 
mediate results. The enemy, it is true, Having reached the Yirginia side of 
had been foiled in the main object of the upper Potomac, the enemy made so 
their invasion of Maryland, that of rous- firm a stand that they succeeded in re- 
ing the State to rebellion, but this fail- sisting for a long time every attempt 
ure was as much due to the impassive- on the part of McClellan to cross the 
ness of her people as to the activity of river in force, and even ventured to make 
our troops. some offensive demonstrations in Mary- 

It had been hoped that aeneral Me- land with their cavalry. The two armies 
Clellan would have succeeded either in -how remained with the river between 
capturing the army of Ceneral Lee, or them, confronting each other, and await- 
so far routing it as to render it incapa- ing the development of the plans of their 
ble of serious resistance and of continu- leaders. 

ing to obstruct the approach to Rich- Occasional skirmishing took place, but 
ALond. the only immediate movement of import- 

So severely, however, had both, ar- . ance was the occupation by our troops of 
mies felt the shock of the fierce contest, Harper’s Perry, which had been aban- 
that on the day after neither , seemed donedhythe enemy, who concentrated 
disposed to renew the conflict, and dur- oDi^pa.tt.hfromncCiciun'{ihc.n3iiTiarifi-s. s-pL. lo. 
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ing the siege of Harper’s Ferry, he pa- 
roles rebel prisoners and permits, in- 
deed, sends them to the enemy’s head- 
quarters. This, too, when he should 
have known that the lack of ammuni- 
tion, the bad conduct of some of our 
troops, the entire absence of fortifica- 
tions, and the abandonment of Mary- 
land Heights were important facts they 
could, and undoubtedly did, communi- 
cate to the enemy. Sixteen of these 
prisoners were parolled on the 13th, and 
a pass given them in the handwriting of 
Colonel Miles, while a rebel officer by 
the name of Rouse, after an escape is 
retaken, and subsequently has a private 
interview with Colonel Miles, is parolled, 
and after the surrender appeal’s at the 
head of his men, among the first to en- 
ter Harper’s Ferry. 

It is not necessary to accumulate 
evidence from the mass that throughout 
scarcely affords one fact in contradiction 
to what each one establishes, that Colo- 
nel Miles was incapable of conducting 
a defence so important as was this of 
Harper’s Ferry. The Commission would 
not have dwelt upon this painful sub- 
ject were it not for the fact that the of- 
ficer who placed this incapable in com- 
mand should share in the responsibility, 
and in the opinion of the Commission, 
Major-General Wool is guilty to this ex- 
tent of a grave disaster, and should be 
censured for his conduct. 

“ The Commission has remarked freely 
on Colonel Miles, an old! officer who has 
been killed in the service of his country, 
and it cannot, from any motives of deli- 
cacy, .refrain from censuring those in 


high command, when it tliinks such cen- 
sure deserved. The Geiieral-in-Chief 
has testified that General McClellan, af- 
ter having received orders to repel the 
enemy invading the State of Maryland, 
marched only six miles per day, on an 
average, when pursuing this invading 
enemy. The General-in-Chief also testi- 
fies that, in his opinion, General McClel- 
lan could and should have relieved and 
protected Harper’s Ferry, and in this 
opinion the Commission fully concur. 

“ The evidence thus introduced con- 
firms the Coinniission in the opinion 
that Harper’s Ferry, as well as Mary- 
land Heights, was prematurely surren- 
dered. The garrison should have been 
satisfied that relief, however long de- 
layed, would come at last, and that 1,000 
men killed in Harper’s Ferry would 
have made a small loss, had the post 
been saved, and probably saved 2,000 
at Aritietam. How important was this 
defence wo can now appreciate. Of the 
97,000 men composing at that time the 
whole of Lee’s army, more than one- 
third were attacking Harper’s Ferry, 
And of this the main body was in Yir- 
ginia. By reference to the evidence, it 
will be seen that at the very moment 
Colonel Ford abandoned Maryland 
Heights, his little army was in reality 
relieved by Generals Franklin and Bimi- 
ner’s corps at Crampton’s Gap, within 
seven miles of his position ; and that af- 
ter the surrender of Harper’s Ferry no 
time was given to parole prisoners be- 
fore 20,000 troops were hurried from 
Virginia, and the entire force went off 
on the double quick to relieve Lee, who 





AFTER BATTLE OF ANTIETAINL 


was being attacked at Antietam. Had forced to raise the siege, or T;vould have 
the garrison been slower to surrender, or been taken in detail, with the Potomac 
the Army of the Potomac swifter to dividing his forces.” 
march, the enemy would have been 


The People at tlie Noi-th. disappointed at the Resnlts of the Battle of Antietain. — renewal of the Conflict. — Both 
Antagonists wearied with the Fight. — Leo crosses mth his whole Army into IMaryLand. — Tnaetivity,— Pteocenpation 
by the h'odonils of Ilfirper’.s Ferry. — Losses of Pope.— Lo.sses of McClellan.— What the Enemy took at Harper’s 
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Jackson left on watch.— C.autious Advance of McClellan. — ^McClellan removed from Command.— His successor, 
Burnside. — Tnlluence brought to bear on Lincoln’s supposed reluctance.— Removal of McClellan, why determined 
upon. — Justification of the act. — ^Halleck’s Letter accusing McClellan of Disobedience of Ordens. — ^Burnside in 
command of the Army of the Potomac.— His Plan of Organization.— Preparing for an active Winter Campaign. 


’ their army in the groat battle of “saving all his transportation, and 
Antietam, wmre disappointed in its im- carrying off all liis wounded but 300.” 
mediate results. The enemy, it is true, Having reached the Yirginia side of 
had been foiled in the main object of the upper Potomac, the enemy made so 
their invasion of Maryland, that of rous- firm a stand that they succeeded in re- 
ing the State to rebellion, but this fail- sisting for a long time every attempt 
lire was as much due to the impassive- on the part of McClellan to cross the 
ness of her people as to the activity of river in force, and even ventured to make 
our troops. some offensive demonstrations in Mary- 

It had been hoped that General Me- land with their cavalry. The two armies 
Olellan would have succeeded either in tiow remained with the river between 
capturing the army of General Lee, or them, confronting each other, and await- 
so far routing it as to render it incapa- ing the development of the plans of their 
hie of serious resistance and of continu- leaders, 

ing to obstruct the approach to Rich- Occasional skirmishing took place, hut 
mond. the only immediate movement of import- 

So severely, however, had both ar- ance was the occupation by our troops of 
mies felt the shock of the fierce contest, Harper’s Perry, which had been abaii- 
that on the day after neither seemed doned by the enemy, who c onc entra ted 
disposed to renew the conflict, and dur- « Dispatch from McCMlan’p headgiiarters, Sept. 10. 
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their forces more to the north, where upon the distant portion of the battle' 
they were busy in destroying the Balti- field, which they occupied after the bat- 
more and Ohio Railroad, and to the tie— probably at least 600. 
west, toward Winchester, which they “The loss of the rebels at Soutl 
had established as the basis of their op- Mountain cannot be ascertained witl 
orations . accuracy, but as our troops continually 

It is difl&cult, from the want of precis- drove them from the commencement of 
ion in the various reports, to give any- the action, and as a much greater num- 
thing but a conjectural estimate of the ber of their dead were seen on the fielc 
losses in the various battles of Pope's than of our own men, it is not unreason' 
and McClellan’s campaigns. The former able to suppose that their loss wai 
reported his total loss in the single bat- greater than ours, 
tie of Bull Run to be 8,000. 30,000, “ Estimating their killed at 500, tin 





Correspondeut of New York Tiiim. 




sides the large number carried otF by 
citizens and those distributed on the 
srround to recruits and other unarmed 

O' 

men arriving after the battle. 

“ At South Mountain no collection 
of small-arms was made, but owing to 
the haste of the pursuit from that point, 
4,000 were taken on the opposite side 
of the Potomac.” 

McClellan, in a subsequent “ general 
order,” October 3d, 1862, claimed to 
have captured in the battle of Antietam 
“ 14 guns, 39 colors, 16,500 stand of 
arms, and nearly 6,000 prisoners.” 

The great prize of Harper’s Perry, 
with all its garrison and munitions of war, 
gave a great preponderance of captures 
in favor of the enemy. The spoils they 
obtained in the course of the two cam- 
paigns have been computed to amount 
to 50,000 stand of arms and 100 pieces 
of artillery 1^* 

The first sign of activity after the 
battle of Antietam was given by the en- 


nia. General Stuart, in this his official 
report, narrates with apparent truthful- 
ness the incidents of the spirited expe- 
dition of which ho was the leader : 

“ Hisadqtjaeteks Oavalby Division, ^ 
October 14, 1862. f 

“ OoLOTSHBL R. H. Chiltost, a. a. Genebal, 
Abmy N’ortheen' Vikgiyia: 

“ Colonel : I have the honor to report 
Oct, that on the 9th instant, in compli- 
ance with instructions from the 


tion into Pennsylvania, with a cavalry 
force of 1,800 and four pieces of horse- 
artillery, under command of Brigadier- 
General Hampton and Colonels W. H. 
P. Lee and Jones. This force rendez- 
voused at Darksville at twelve m., and 
marched thence to the vicinity of Hedge- 
ville, where it camped for the night. At 
daylight next morning (October 10th) I 
crossed the Potomac at McCoy’s, be- 
tween Williamsport and Hancock, with 
some little opposition, capturing two or 
three horses of the enemy’s pickets. 
We were told here by citizens that a 
large force had camped the night before 
at Clear Spring, and were supposed to 
be en route to Cumberland. We pro- 
ceeded northward until we reached the 
turnpike leading from Hagerstown to 
Hancock, known as the hTational road. 
Here was a signal station on the moun- 
tain, and most of the party, with their 
flags and apparatus, were surprised and 
captured, and also eight or ten prison- 
ers of war, from whom, as well as from 
citizens, I found that the large force al- 
luded to had crossed hut an hour ahead 
of me, toward Cumberland, and con- 
sisted of six regiments of Ohio troops 
and two batteries, under General Cox, 
and were e7i route, nia Cumberland, for 
the Kanawha. I sent back this intelh- 
gence at once to the Commanding Gen- 
eral. Striking directly across the Na- 
tional road, I proceeded in the direction 
of Mercershurg, Pa., which point was 
reached about noon. I was extremely 
anxious to reach Hagerstown, where 
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large supplies were stored, but was sat- assortment of army clothing, iho oxten 
isiied, from reliable information, that the sive machine shops and ddpot biiildingf 
notice the enemy had of my approach, of the railroad, and several trains of load' 
and the proximity of his forces, w 
enalile him to prevent my captur 
it. I therefore turned toward Cham- 
hersbu]-g. I did not reach tJiis jioint of Leesburg, 
till after dark, in a rain. I did not particularly 


ould ed cars, were entirely destroyed. From 
•ing Chambersburg I decided, after mature 
consideration, to strike for the vicinity 
as the best route of return, 
as Cox’s command* would 
deem it safe to defer the attack till have rendered the direction of Cumber- 
morning, nor was it proper to attack a land, full of mountain gorges, particu- 
place full of women and children with- larly hazardous. The route selected 
out sutumoning it first to surrender. I was through an open country. .Of course 
accordingly sent in a flag of truce, and I left nothing undone to prevent the in- 
found no military or civil authorhy in habitants from detecting my real route 
the ijlace ; hut some prominent citizens and object. I started directly toward 
who met the officer were notified that Gettysburg, hut having passed the Blue 
the place would be occupied, and if any Bidge, turned back toward Hagerstown 
resistance were made the place would be for six or eight miles, and then crossed 
shelled in three minutes. Brigadier- to Maryland by Emniettsburg, where, 
General Wade Hampton’s command he- as we passed, we were hailed by the in- 
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cation with ’Washington, hut -we found 
only a few wagons to capture, and 
pushed on to Barnes ville, which we 
Iduinl just vacated by a company of the 
enemy’s cavalry. We had here corrobo- 
rated what we had heard before, that 
Stonenian had between 4,000 and 5,000 
troops about Poolesville and guarding 
the river fords. I started directly for 
Poolesville, but instead of inarching 
upon that point, avoided it by marching 
tln-ough the woods, leaving it two or 
three miles to my left, and getting into 
the road from Poolesville to the mouth 
of the Moiiocacy. Guarding well my 
flanlvs a,nd rear, I pushed boldly forward, 
meeting the head of the enemy’s column 
going toward Poolesville. I ordered the 
charge, which was responded to in 
handsome stjdebytlie advance squadron 
(Irvingb) of Lee’s brigade, which drove 
back the enemj^-’s cavalry upon the col- 
umn of infantry advancing to occupy the 
crest from which the cavalry were driv- 
en. Quick as thought Lee’s sharpshoot- 
ers sprang to the ground, and engaging 
the infantry skirmishers, held them in 
check till the artillery in advance came 
up, which, under the gallant Pelham, 
drove back the enemy’s force to his bat- 
teries beyond the Monocacy, between 
which and our solitary gun quite a spir- 
ited lire continued for some time. This 
answered, in connection with the high 
crest occupied by our piece, to screen 
entirely my real movement quickly to 
the left, making a bold and rapid strike 
for White’s Ford, to make my way 
across before the enemy at Poolesville 
and ^tonocacy could be aware of my 
143 


design. Although delayed somewhat by 
about 200 infantry strongly posted in 
the cliffs over the ford, yet they yielded 
to the moral effect of a few shells be- 
fore engaging our sharpshooters, and the 
crossing of the canal (now dry) and 
river was effected with all the precision 
of passing a defile on drill, a section 
of artillery being sent with the advance 
and placed in position on the Loudon 
side, another piece on the Maryland 
Height, while Pelham continued to oc- 
cupy the attention of the enemy with 
the other, withdrawing from position to 
position until his piece was ordered to 
cross. The enemy was marching from 
Poolesville in the mean time, hut came 
up in line of battle on the Maryland 
hank only to receive a thimdoring salu- 
tation, with evident effect, from our guns 
on this side. I lost not a man killed on 
the expedition, and only a few slight 
wounds. Tlie enemy’s loss is not known ; 
hut Pelham’s one gun compelled the en- 
emy’s battery to change its jeositioii 
three times. The remainder of the 
march was destitute of interest. The 
conduct of the command and their be- 
havior toward the inhabitants is worthy 
the highest praise; a few individual 
cases only were exceptions in this par- 
ticular. 

‘‘Brigadier-General Hampton and Col- 
onels Lee, Jones, Wickham, and Butler, 
and the officers and men under their 
command, are entitled to my lasting 
gratitude for their coolness in danger 
and cheerful obedience to orders. Un- 
offending persons were treated with ci- 
vility, and the inhabitants were generous 
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ill proffers of provisions on tlie march. 
We seized and brought over a large 
iimnber of horses, the property of citi- 
zens of the United States. 

‘ ‘ The valuable information obtained 
in tins reconnoissaiice as to the distribu- 
tion of the enemy’s force was communi- 
cated orally to the Commanding Gen- 
eral, and need not be here repeated. A 
number of public functionaries and prom- 
inent citizens were taken captives and 
brought over as hostages for our own 
unoffending citizens wbom the enemy 
has torn from their homes and confined 
in dungeons in the hiorth. One or two 
of my men lost their way, and are prob- 
ably in the hands of the enemy. 

‘ ' The results of this expedition, in a 
moral and political point of view, can 
hardly be estimated, and the consterna- 
tion among property holders in Penn- 
sylvania beggars description. 

“ I am especially indebted to Captain 
B. S. White (0. S. Cavalry), and to Mr. 

and Mr. , whose skilful 

guidance was of immense service to me. 
My staff are entitled to my thanks for 
untiring energy in the discharge of their 
duties. 

Believing that the hand of God was 
clearly manifested in the signal deliver- 
ance of my command from danger, and 
the crowning success attending it, I as- 
, cribe to Him. the praise, the honor, and 
the glory. 

“ I have the honor to be, most re- 
spectfully, your obedient servant, 

, ' “ J. B. B. Stuart, 

Major-General Commanding Cavalrjn” 
Alt energetic effort of the Union cav- 


alry under General Pleasanton to inter- 
cept General Stuart in his audacious en- 
terprise proved abortive, from a failure 
in combination and consequent want of 
force. 

Though General McClellan had been 
peremptorily ordered by the commander- 
in-chief, General Halleck, on the 6th of 
October, “to cross the Potomac and 
give battle to the enemy, or drive him 
south,” he lingered at Harper^s Ferry 
with his large army until near the close 
of the month, excusing his delay on the 
score that his troops were in want of 
supplies. Finally, however, he began a 
series of strategic movements, hut not- 
withstanding his efforts by closing the 
gaps of the Blue Ridge to shut up the 
enemy within the valley of the Shenan- 
doah, the}?' succeeded in eluding his elab- 
orate but fruitless designs. General 
Lee having anticipated the dilatory 
movements of the Union army, was 
enabled to move his main body to the 
south hank of the Rappahannock, leav- 
; ing, however, a strong force under Jack- 
son in the valley of the Shenandoah, 
to menace the flank of the Union army. 
A rear-guard of cavalry, under General 
Stuart, had, by activity and skilfulness 
of manoeuvre, concealed "and secured 
Lee's escape. Demonstrations of resist- 
ance were made at the various gaps of 
the Blue Ridge, hut only to delude and 
delay McClellan. When this object was 
accomplished, each pass in turn was 
yielded to the Union army, whoso cau- 
tious advance was only checked by an 
occasional skirmish. McClellan had thus 
slowly felt his way as far as Warrenton, 


McClellan removed from command. 


which was taken possession of, without 
opposition, on the 6th of November, 
when he was suddenly arrested in his 
campaign by being removed from 
the command of the Army of the 
Potomac. General Burnside was at once 
appointed his successor. 

The removal of McClellan had been 
long urged upon the President hy many 
of his political frieiidvS, who were either 
persuaded of the young General’s inca- 
pacity, or averse to him as the supposed 
military representative of the Demo- 
craiic party. Mr. Lincoln was slow to 
yield to the constantly reiterated at- 
tempts to overthrow a commander who 
was not only acceptable to himself per- 
sonally, but a favorite with the army 
and the people. 

The resistance of the President was 
at last overcome when it became mani- 
fest that General McClellan had failed 
to meet the expectations of the coun- 
try at the opening of the new cam- 
paign in Virginia. To reconcile public 
opinion to this overthrow of a popular 
idol, a justification of the act was pre- 
sented in the form of a letter addressed 
by the Commander-in-Ghief to the Sec- 
retary of War. In this document Gen- 
eral Halleck declares, “ On the 1st of 
October, finding that he (McClellan) 
purposed to operate from Harper’s 
Perry, I urged him to cross the river at 
once and give battle to the enemy, 
pointing out to him the disadvantages 
of delaying till the autumn rains had 
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swollen the Potomac and im|)aired the 
roads. On the 6th of October he was 
peremptorily ordered to ' cross the Po- 
tomac and give battle to the enemy, or 
drive him south. Your army move 
now, while the roads are good.’ 

These orders were not obeyed by 
General McOlellaii, on the plea of a want 
of supplies. This excuse for assmiiing 
the grave responsibility of disobedience 
was met by the declaration of General 
Halleck that, “in my opinion, there lias 
been no such want of supplies in the 
army under General McClellan as to 
prevent his compliance with the order 
to advance against the enemy. Had lie 
moved to the south side of the Potomac, 
he could have received his supplies al- 
most as readily as by remaining inactive 
on the north.” 

The first step taken hy General Burn- 
side after assuming the command of the 
Army of the Potomac was the organiza- 
tion of his main force into three grand 
divisions, each coiisisting of two corj^s 
d^armee. The division on the right was 
placed under the command of General 
Sumner, that on the left under General 
Pranklin, and that of the centre under 
General Hooker, while a large body of 
reserve was commanded by General Si- 
gel. With his army thus reorganized, 
Burnside made ready to carry on an ac- 
tive winter campaign in Virginia against 
the enemy under Lee, prepared to dis- 
pute the approach to Richmond, their 
capital. 
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The route in Kentucky having been so 
lately explored by the adventurous Mor- 
gan, he now acted as the guide of Smith, 
and led the way with confidence. Fully 
informed of the position and force of the 
ion troops in Kentucky, and intimate- 
conversant with the feeling of the 
people of the State, he knew where 'to 
to his I strike his enemies in their weakness and 
to meet his friends in their strength. ' 
The expedition, thus directed by the 
gan, met with unex- 


PiTESLMiNG upon the success of the cav- 
alrv raids of the audacious. Morgan 
and other guerrilla chiefs, the en- 
emy determiiied to concentrate their 
S(fallf3red forces in the '^Test. and exe- 
cute their design of invading Kentucky 
and threatening the free States border- j ly 
ing on the Ohio. 

General Kirby Smith, gathering 
.standard the various guerrilla hands, of 
which Morgan and his men formed an 
efiective part, and the detached parties experience of Morg, 
which had been hovering about the bor- ampled success. Passing rapidly into 
ders of Kentucky and Tennessee, sue- the interior of Kentucky, and increasing 
ceeded in mastering a considerable num- in strength as he moved, Smith appeared 
her of troops, with which he marched, before Richmond with 10,000 men. 
throughllogers' and Big Greek gaps of the General Manson, in command of the 
Cumberland Mountains, into Kentucky. Union -forces at that place, uiider-estimat- 
This force was to act as the vanguard ing the strength of the enemy, marched 
of the Confederate army at Chattanooga, out to meet them with a single bri- 
in tile southern part of Tennessee, un- gade of raw troop.s, but was soon 
der General Bragg, who was munoeu- forced to retreat before superior num- 
vring to elude the vigilance of General hers. Major-General Kelson, the chief 
Buell at Huntsville, and follow Kirby in command of the Union forces in 
Smith, with whom he proposed to form Kentucky, was now summoned to the 
a jutiction in Kentucky. rescue. 
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‘ ■ Immediately after I received G-eii- 
era! Mansoii's dispatch,’^ says the Gen- 
eral, “I rode to the field — riding fifty- 


^ _ , , 

[The enemy would not liave.,, dare*! to 
! pass the Kentucky River with this force 
i on ■ liis flank. But General Manson, 


two miles to. get there, I arrived, alone, without notifying me, marched fnae 
at two oxdock p.m., and found the troops miles to the 'front, with one hrigacle, to 
remaining with. General Manson in a meet the enemy. Supposing the.ir foi-iuj 


d.isorderly retreat. By great exertion | to he 2,500 strong, he met the in troiu 


I succeeded in rallying about 2,200 
men, and took a strong position. The 
enemy attacked in front and on both 
flanks at once ; at the third or fourth 
round the men, already much demoral- 
ized, broke and fled.” 

General Nelson did not hesitate to 
charge his subordinate with the respon- 
sibility of the defeat, declaring — 

“ The action was brought on by Gen- 
eral Hanson, who was in command at 
Richmond, against my instructions and 
against the instructions of General 
Wright, the commander of the depart- 
ment, which were, that the troops being 
new, were not to he risked in action un- 
til some time had been spent in drill and i 
diseipiine.” ' 

‘‘No report was made to me,” he 
adds, “ of the approach of the enemy in 
force till half-past two o’clock on Satur- 
day morning, the day of the fight. I 
immediately ordered a retreat along the 
Lancaster road, in order that the two 
brigades from Richmond might join the 
brigade marching from Lexington to that 
point, and to join General Dumont, who 
was ordered to march to Danville from 
Lebanon. There would then have been 
10,000 men at Lancaster, Danville, and 
Camp Dick Robinson, in a triangle of 
two equal sides of eight miles, and all 
these connected by good turnpike roads. 


10,000 to 12,000 strong.” 

In this iiiitoward engageiiieiit i.ii fi'ont 
of Richmond 2.000 LTriion troops were 
captured and 200 killed and wounded. 
Among the latter was General Nelson 
himself. 

As the enemy, after their trium])si 
near Richmond, continued to advance, 
the Union troops fell hack, successively 
evacuating Lexington, Frankfort, tlie 
capital of the State of Kentucky, Shcl- 
hyville, Paris, and Cynthiana, Kirliy 
Smith followed i-apidly, occupying each 
of these jflacos in turn, and finding the 
route clear, marched almost witliout op- 
position to the banks of the Ulrio, whore 
he took posses.sion ol' Maysvillo, and even 
ventured to send his guerrilla and re- 
connoitring parties across the river. 
The people of Ohio became greatly 
alarmed lest their »State should be in- 
vaded, hut made spirited and energetic 
preparations to resist the enemy. The 
militia throughout Ohio mustered in 
force, and the citizens of Cincinnati, 
which seemed especialfy exposed to dan- 
ger, showed great zeal in efforts to avert 
it- 

Martial law was declared, all business 
suspended, and every capable citizen 
was called to arms or to work at the in- 
treneliinents and fortifleatiems wlticli were 
being hastily constructed to defend the 


■ 
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CE-iiCi’ni Y\'uii:tce was in com- ’ earnest delermination that, come what 
insjnl, ami euer;::etlcally snpermlended i will, this city must not be taken. Fight- 
tLe nrcnanitiim.^ Ibr defence. Iviiby i iug for our homes and our lirosides, and 
rhuiih. liOWcTer, afler having advanced ! contending for the constitution and tlie 
his mairi ].iuily to wdihin u day's inarch ' Fjiioii, wo surely cannot fail, and, what 
-of Cincimvaii, gave up his sup- ! is more, we will not." 
nosed i)urno,sr'. of atluckinc: ilnit j Tiioimdi the army under General 


poseU purpo.si,'. oi siuacMing inai j inougn me <uiuv lumtji ’uununu 
citv. arid w'itlidrawL'ig In?;, a-lvanee froiu ; ivii'by Binith laid lallen back into ihc in- 
nruv.vvilie, Ois the Ohio Hiver, iell back, i T.erior of Kentucky, the detached cav- 
on the liitli of ,^eptoiiii)er, with his i airy hands of the enemy continued to 
whole army, toward Fraidcfort and Lex- 1 operate upon the northern border. As 
iiiiTisen. I late as the 27th of September these ma- 

'' Last night’’ — we quote from the Cin- ; raiiders attacked Augusta, on the Ohio 
eiiinati Earjairer of September 8th — | River, and though spiritedly resisted by 
“closed the most eventful week that | the Ilonie Guards, captured tlie towni, 


wais ever seen in the history of Cincin- 
nati. It wa.s a week that wdll never bo 
rorgotten-~-a grand historical ivoek that 


and after loading themselves with booty, 
set fire to the place. 

Kirbv Smith having been reinforced 




will alwa 3 ’-,s he referred to as an import- j by the troops from soutliw’'esterii Yir- 
aut incident of this troublous era. For | giiiia, under Humphrey Marshall, wais 
the hrst time in more than half a cent- - iiow^ manoeuvrino' with this united force 
ury, (iiicumati has liocn meiiai^cMl with • to form a junction with Bragg, wiio had 
invasion — a deadly and nitliless foe has j succeeded, by eduding General Buell, in 
Ihreatesied to esiablisli himself within nmrchirig into Kentucky, 
our gales. The only paralhd is to he The army under General Bragg, coin- 
found in its early days, when the little piited to be 30,000 strong, evacuated 
settlemeut was in fear of aii Indian at- Chattanooga early in August, and coin- 
tack, and when the men slept upon their monced its advance to the north. Soon 
arms to repel it. after General Buell, wiio wms thus 

“The week that has passed opened in danger of being Hanked, abandon- 22» 
under circumstances that have been ed Huntsville, Stevenson, Battle Creek, 
greatly improved, thanks to the vigor- Decherd, and other points which ho 
ous measures taken by General M aliace, held on the boundary line between Ten- 
and those under him. lYe are now- in a nessee and Alabama, and strove to over- 
condition to give the foe a proper recep- take Bragg. The latter, however, suc- 
tion ^to ^ welcome 1dm with biood3^'}'iand3 ceeded in reaching Kentucky before his 
to hospitable graves/ if he directs his pursuer, and after addressing the ggp, 
steps toward the banks of the Ohio. Our following artful appeal to the peo- 
. . whole male population, assisted by thou- pie, on entering the State, advanced into 
#aii% from the interior, are united in an the interior. 
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Glasgow, Ky., IS, 1862. 

“ Kentuckians : I have entered your 
State with the Confederate Army of the 
AYesfc, and ofier you .an opportmiit}^ to 
free , yourselves from the tyranny of a 
despotic ruler. We come, not a.s con-* 
qiierors or despoilers, but to restore to 


will, and that the memory of your ,2:;?]- 
laiit dead who ihll af Shiioh, their faces 
turned lioiiieward. will roiiS'j voy lo a 
manly effort for yciiirselves sind pos- 
terity. 

.•fKentiickiaiis ! We lieve 00100 witii 
joyous. hopes. Let us not dwearr, in s->r- 


you thf3 liberties of wdiich you have been 

row, as 

■we 

5 

liall if 

wo 


ton \\ 

edtb.’d i 

d(‘]»rive<l ly a cruel and relontle.-s foe. 

in your 

Ciii 

j| 

•e Irt 

ronr 

|)i-es( 

tit If 

i. 1 r 

Wci come to guarantee to all tlie sane- 

y<tn I'lrt 

for 

1’ 

’cdm-ji] 

rulf' 


’■it 1} 

V your ! 

tirvof their homes and altars ; to puni.di 

h-owns. 

am 

1 

we slh 

(]] w 

^■yrn 

whet 

ce we 1 

with a, rod of iron the do;-[!oi]ers of 

cjrme. 

Tf 

xi 

} 

OU r-j, 

oose 

j3at]i8 

r tr> 

f 

c/une ; 

your piea.ee. and to avenge tlie cowaoally 

williin 

the 


folds 

of n 

ir 1)1 

fithc 

hood. ; 

insults to your women. With all non- 

tisen clioci’' 


IK wit 

1 tIk 

sinii 

es O' 

' your 

combattnits tlie past shall Ijg forgotten. | 

women. 

c.ud 

lernl 

vf>ur 

will in 

g hru 

ids to 

I sliali enforce a rigid discipline, and shall 

secure 1 

Ojll 

ii 

1 your 

iicrii 

cigft 0 

r iibc 

;i*tv. 

]irotect all in their persons and property. 

Wo 

me 

1 

of Kei 

ituck 

y! 1 

’’our 

perse- 1 


Yeedful su])]jlies must he had foi' liiy 
army, but they siiall be paid for at uilr 
and remunerative prices. 


cutioiis .and; heroic . bearing. Iiave reached, 
our ears. Bauisli liencefortli, forever,' 
from, your minds the fear of loathsome 
Believing that the heart of Kentucky ! prisons or insulting visitations. Let your 
is ■with us ill our great struggle for i enthusiaBin have free rein. Bu(.*,kle on 
constitutional freedom, '^ve have trams- i the armor of your kindred, your bus- 
ferred from our own soil to yours, not a | hands, sons, and brothers, and scoll with 


band of marauders, but a powerful and 
well-disciplined army. Your gallant 
Buckner leads the van. Marshall is on 
the right, w'liile Breckinridge, dear to 


shame liim who woiihl prove recreant in 
his duu* to. you. Iiis country, and his 
God. Buaxton BfiAUG. 

“ General Conunandrag.” 
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strong, niiclc-r General Chalmers, appear- 
p'l in front of 1be fortifif-aiioris, and sent 
a lla" ! 'f tmar; domandiiia’ a surrender. 
■''.U-r.sd Willin' I'epiied. tliat his biisiiiess 
'.v":is to lioljl the plane, and he should do 
so until whipped out. 

As as it was light the rebels 


opoiuul on the works with artillery, 
iroiTi the Inughis on the south, with five 
]iieecs, aonl froiii the north with two 
luoiiritain howitzers. 

‘■'The guns irom the ’works — four in 
■niirn,hei'-“repliefl with terrible effect, si- 
lencing nil the rebels’ gims but three, 
after some two hours. 

■‘Being foiled in their attempt to 
sliell out the works, the rebels threw 
out their whole avaihilde iiifantr}- force j 
against the whole lino of works, and i 
■wcr(‘. repul.sed with l(n.’riijle loss live sue- I 
cossive times, ami finally withdrew, send- i 
ing back a flag of truce for pemiission. 
to bury their dead, which tvas granted. ; 
Jn this fight our loss in killed and-woniid- , 
ed Vf'ais dd. Hie rebels admit a hiss of ; 
700. I 

“ Again, on Tuesday morning, the nd)- 
gep, els appeared on the .'^outh side of the 
It)* riyor, and made demonstrations as if 
to renevr 'the onset, (iriving in cmr pickets 
at about half-pa, st nine a.m.. sending tbr- 
ivard sharpshooters, and firing an occa- 
sional shell into the works. Onr forces 
replied at intervals, reserving the fire, 
except -when the enemy would approach 
within range. Thus matters lasted for 
three or more hours, when Colonel Dun-. 
ham, growing tired of fighting tvithout 
any i'csuii on eilhfr side, .'^cnt o'ut three 
or four coinpanie.'^ frtun the Fiftieth and 


Sixtieth Indiana as skirmishers, to draw 
them up, but to no effect, and at about 
five P.M. the firing ceased on both sides, 
without any seriou.s result to either side 
only some two of our skirmishers being 
killed. 

“ The result showed that the demon- 
stration on Tuesday was only designed 
to attract the attention of Colonel Dun- 
ham, while a heavy column of Bragg’s 
forces crossed Green River above, and 
moving clown, secured the heights on the 
north, which effectually commandecl the 
■works, which movement ^Yas effef'.tcd, 
a nd on W ediiesday morning C olon el 1) ui i- 
haiii foimd himself completely surround- 
ed by an overwhelming force, and had 
no alternative liiit to suiTeiidcu or g^p, 
literally murder his entire command, 

He very properly did the former at six 
A.M. on A ediiesday. The forces surren- 
dered wore the Sixty-,sevcnth, Eighty- 
niiilli, and Sixtieth Indiana, about 400 
of the Fiftieth, two companies each of 
the Seventeenth and Seventy-first Indi- 
ana, one company First Wisconsin, one 
company Lo'iii.sviile Provost Guards, ten 
pieces of artillery, ’witli men, and about 
70 recruhs fur the Thirty-third Ken- 
tucky infantry, in all about 4,600.” 

By the capture of Muiifords ville, Gen- 
eral Bragg secured his eommiinicatioiis 
with Kirby Smith at tlie north, and liad 
tlius outmanoeuvred General Buell, wdiose 
object was to prevent such a junction, 
but who had arrived too late to over- 
take his antagonist. The latter had 
reached Glasgow before Buell had even 
got to Bowling Green, some thirty miles 
to the west of the former place. 






; LOUISVILLE SAFE. 


LoiiisTilie, .already agitated bj tiie ad- | the crisis lias passed, and that city 
vaiice of Kirby Smith toward the Ohio 1 is now guarded by at least 100,001) so.l- 
ItiYer, became, on the approach of Bragg, I diers.” 

still more disturbed. Thither, on the | Though Louisville was thus relieve ci 
evacuation of Frankfort, the capital, had j from anxiety in regard to the enemy 
hurried the State officials with the pub- ^ without, tlie city beoanie .again agitated 
lie, archives, the bankers with their treas- by d.i8seiisioriS witliin. A (jiiaiTel 
ure, the loyal Governor, and members ; took pisice between, General Kel- 
of the Legislature. Eve.ry citizen -was stjii, of Keiitiicky, and Jefiersen:! €1 
called to “rally to the , defence of Ms of Iiidiaiia, which was trugica.llj closed 
State, and strike a blow for the de- by the assassination of the former by 
fence of his native land, property, and the latter. 

home.” General Nelson, who had been Tliis unhappy dispute being revived 
forced to retire before Kirby Smith, had by the Mends of the two generals and . 
coiicorirrated his retreating troops at assumed by the soldiers, threatened for 
Louisville, and -with tlie aid of the Io 3 ud a while to embroil the Union camp in a 
cii.izens, energetically prepared to defend partisan feud. The disorder wliich en- 
tile city. Iiitrenchmeiits and fortifica- sued wms momentarily increased by the 
lions were rapidly constructed, and an sudden removal of General Buell frorii 
easy communication with the opposite the chief eoinmand. His principal ofli- 
shore of Indiana establisliod by a bridge cers, however, having iiiterposed in his 
of boats, in order to secure reinforce- favor, the Goveninieiit restored hini to 
meuts from the north, or a means of re- his former position. Eucil now devoted 
treat, as the eniergeiicy of the case Mm.solf with such energ}' lo the restora- 
inight require. tioii of order and the rc'organlzatioiU 

General Buell, persuaded that Louis- “ ; ' 

. ville .was. in dangei, now hastened to from LoulsTille, October 1st, says t 
that city, ea,'-*’er to anticipate the throat- “Under the new orgaaizatioa the army is no wcoiru.'Oscd 

° ^ {jg follows ■ 

ened approach of General Brau’s:. On 

“HHS'E C0EP3--MAJ0S-GESEEal. MCCOOK cossaLisniss. 

the advance of the Union army the eu- . second 

emy ewiciiated Munfordsville, ■without ouei SccujmI Ohio). 

.T 4 • ±1 1 - , /I.,-.. “ Third Division — Britradler-CTeneriii EottssKiu. 

destroying the bridge across the Gretai ^ ...... , , 

V , o . . , . o . Tenth Division — Brjgadier-Gencral Jaclcson. 

liiver, and moving to Bardstown on the coREs~MA,rou-Gnj;KRAL cuimismiN 

east, left the route clear to Louisville, -Fourth Div-nion (NVDon's okP-Brigudicr-Ovai-ral 
geB, where Buell fimrlly arrived, greatly donncriy Coionu Finsi Ohio*. 

’y “ Fifth Division ---Brigful.kr-C;eneral Van ilros aoritic-dy 

to tlic satislaction of the cuizens. Oolond second Mm-yla-nd). 

“We think,” said the Louisville Jottr- “ sixth Divkiun-Drigiidier-Gcucrai wo.>d. 
nal of the 25th of September, “'we may ‘‘^auti)a>ai>s->iAjcm-aKvmAt.«n,Bt:Kr 

, . j j '* Third Diviniun — Drigadier-Ocut nil 

say a word of encouragement to our .. ;vinth Divmon--dhigariicra.h.ucrai Mh 

citizens this morning. We believe that bus. 


Tenth Division — Brigadier-Geni.Tal Jaclcson. 


'SEC0fSl> COER' 


-MAJOll-GEXKRAL CtU'mfSmiN CoMMAMnNa. 


“Fourth Division tNcDonT old) — Brigudicr-Ovacral 
Smith (t'onimrly C(d<)ncl Finsl t.diiio. 

“ Fifth Division— Brigadier-General Vanilros a'ontic-rly 
Ooloned Second Miiry]:i.nd). 

“ Sixth Divioit.)n — Brigiidier-Gcucrai WOi>d. 

“laiUD COBW— MAJOIl-aE.VERAt. UlI.BEKr (FoKMEKl.T TnOM.AS). 
“ Third Diviijion — Brig':idier-Oi.-m-r.'iI 
“ 'N'intli Division— Drigaflicr-Geucral .\Jitcbt-li. of Kan- 




of ills army, tliat in tlie course of a few 
(iars lie was enabled to march, out to 
meet the enemy. 

had in the meanwhile advanced 
hi.', muhi body to Barclstown, and thrown 
hi.-' a,uriiriee some eight mUes forward 
in ilie direction of LouisvEle. 

The enemy, liow'ever, on the ap- 
proach of Biieli^s formidable army, be- 
gun to retire, and successively evacuated 
Frankfort, Lexington, and Bardstown. 
Bragg's ahandoiinient of the capital was 
lU’ccuded by an affectation of perma- 
nence of occupation which his subse- 
quent action strangely contradicted. On 
i^iitiirday, October 4th, he installed 
Richard Hawes as Provisional Oovernor 
of Keiitiicljy, with imposing military 
Oci» ceremonies, and on the : next day 
ff e<i from Frankfort. Bragg, closely 
pursued by Buell, continued to retreat 





BATTLE OP CHAPLIK HILLS. 


4:87 


our movements were liast- 


! 1 


marching, 
eiiecl. 

“ Macksville is equidistant from Har- 
roddnirg ami Perrrvillc. tlie distance 
l.ieing ten miles. My instructions re- 
quired me to advance on the Perryviile I left, had retired froin ilie iiol'i, 
i‘i)ad until T reached a point three or informed (deiH^ral i’loiii-serui 


skirinisliers. ' General Gays cavalry, at- 
tached to Gilbert's corps, was niaking :a 
reconnoissanee in front and toward Per*- 
ryville. I w'as then well satisfied that 
the eneniv, which had encrairecl ffilhorPs 

tliesn 
ill" 


iniiL m\ 


hree nnd a half miles from Perryviile, | striictions requiredl me to re]>f)n' in psor- 


Oi’ 


until I came up abreast of G-iihertk j son to General! Bucil and that 


Wais 


corps. The head of my column reacli-l about to leave the held, imi WTanld 
eel the point designated at liulf-paist ten iiirii in a sliorl time. 


A.M. General Kousseau advanced his 
caivadiy and a portion of his intantry to 
the front, in order to sec if the ground 
■were clear. The artillery (Loomis' bat- 
tery) tvas halted on the hill in rear. 
General Rousseau soon sent me word 
that tile enemy was reported advancing 
in force on the position assigned my 
corps. I rode forward and examined 
the ground, and saw a few of the enemy 
skirmishing with the left of General 
Gilbert’s corp,s. Mj' attention -was then 
directed to General Gilbert’s left. 1 
saw liis iuhxntry in line about 400 or 500 
yards to our right. I called General 
Rousseau's attention to this fact, marked 
out my line of battle, and ordered liiiii 
to form it. 

“ I directed Loomis' battery to he 
brought up and put in position on a 
commanding piece of ground, to the 
left of and near Russell's house (called 
Clark's on the map). I had previously 
ordered General Rousseau to throw for- 
ward a line of skirmishers to examine 
the woods on our left and front, and 
also sent Captain Wicklift’e, whth his 
company of the Second Kentucky Cav- 
alry, to reconnoitre on the left of the 


‘‘1 had given particular instructioiis 
to Captain J. A. Ca.m])i?ell, nqy assistant 
adjutant-general, to ])Ost G'eiierai Jack- 
son’s two brigades on a (.‘ommanditig 
piece of grruind immediately In tlie 
right of the iMadtsville and Penyt'ille 
road, to hold tliem tliere in coluinn so 
that they could be wound in a.ny dirt^e- 
tiori occasion rorpiired. T tlieii galloped 
off to report to General Buell, v/hoso 
headquarters tvere about two a,nd a half 
miles in rear and right of my line. I 
received verbal instructions from Gen- 
eral Buell to jiiake a reconnoissanee 
dow'n to Chaplin River, I returned im- 
mediately to my coiuniaml, and found 
that General Bousseau had ailvaneed the 
line on the right, occupying a (command- 
ing ridge almiit 800 yards in front and 
to the left of Russell's house. 

“ The enemy Lad placed three batter- 
ies in position, and were tiring upon his 
line, Looinib’ and riimonsoiTs batteries 
were replying. There being then no in- 
fantiy of the enemy in sight, 1 sent an 
order to these batteries to cease firing 
and economize their ammunition, lln^ 
command sufiering greatly for wuier. I 
proceeded to take the reconnoissanee as 


' 
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jeopardized. General Gilbert referred 
jiiiii to General. Buell, to whom this offi- 
cer reported. 

At , iialGpast three . p.m. . I also; dis- 
patched another aid, Oaptaiii 'W. T. Hob- 
iitzell, to General Schoepff, eoraniaiiding 
the first division and reserve of Gilbert’s 
corps, or the commander of the nearest 
troops in rear, to inform him of loj con- 
dition and ask ibr troops. • 

I remained in roar of mj left and 
centre until I saw the enemy’s light 
completely routed and driven back by 
the gallant brigade of Starkweather, so 
admirably posted for the work they ]ier- 
forntecl so well. I then galloped to the 
right of the line, but only in time to see 
it i limed by a large force of the enemy. 
I thon orderecl Colonel Welister, of the 
.Xinety-eigiiih Oliio, to move his troops 
to the right and repel this attack if pos- 


had been retired from its position in the 
afternoon to a commandmg ridge about 
150 yards in rear of liiissells house and 
on the light of the .Perry ville road, sup- 
pGrted by three companie.s of the 5iich- 
igan Engineers and Mechanics coininand- 
ed by Major Hopkins. I ordered Cap- 
tain Loomis to reserve his , cani.ster fm’ 
close work. His battery .ojiened lire, 
and repulsed this wicked attack, for tiie 
first time. I Then went tf) the point 
wlierc the Dixviile and lipringfickl road 
ci’osses tlio khuksville and Perryvillo 
road. , 

“ Xcar tliis point I met- Cajitain nnlt- 
litzell with a brigade of General Rol»ort 
P. Milchells division, coining to rein- 
force us. This brigade was eomuiaiided 
by Colonel Gooding, of the Twent \-set;- 
ond Indiana, and consisted of his own 
regiment, the Fifty-ninth and Seventy- 
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Uoiifee. Ill this attack Colonel Gooding’s point, when in the act of rallying liis 
gallant brigade lostiii killed and wounded troops, at four p.m., he was struck in 
199 men, about one-third of his force. the side by the fragment of a shell, car- 
“ At this monient, Brigadier-General rying away a portion of his left lung. 
■Tas. Steadman reported to me, with his He died at eleven p.m. 
brigade of Schoepff’s division. It had “ When Terrill’s brigade gave way 
nearly grown dark when he arrived, some guns of Parsons’ eight-gun battery 
He posted his battery on the right of fell into the hands of the enemy. At 
Pinuey’s and opened fire. I conducted six p.m., four of the guns of Harris’ 
iiis brigade to a position on the right and Nineteenth Indiana were also taken by 
front of these batteries. The two bat- the enemy. 

talions of the Eighteenth Regulars, ‘‘The posting of Starkweather’s hri- 
under Major Frederick Townsend, were gade and stores and Rush’s batteries 
posted on a commanding ridge^ in an saved my left, and secured to us the 
open field, the right resting on awvood ; Macksville road, upon which stood our 
tlie Ninth Ohio on the right of Town- entire ammunition train and ambulances, 
.send, the right resting on a field. The The ground to the right of this road he- 
other regiments of this brigade were in ing rough, prevented the train being 
a second line and supporting the bat- taken off the road and parked, 
teries- The line of Steadman’s brigade “I previously stated that the firing 
was about 200 yards to the right and on both sides ceased at dark. The en- 
rear of Russell’s house. emy posted their pickets about 500 

“ By this time it was dark, and the yards from ours, but the main body es- 
firing ceased on both sides. I remained caped during the night, with such pre- 
in front of Steadman’s line until nine cipitation that they left their dead and 
P.M., when I rode to the left and found wounded, and could not carry the cap- 
that the line there had been retired by tured guns from the field. The guns 
General Rousseau. Believing that the were all recovered next morning, ex- 
enemy would renew the attack at day- cept two Napoleon guns of Parsons’ bat- 
light, I ordered him to throw his line tery, that were kindly exchanged by the 
■back, with his left resting on the Macks- enemy for two six-pounder field-pieces, 
ville and Ferryville road, and the line “ The enemy retreated across Chap- 
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lin 'Ei¥er to the Harroclsbiirg tiu'npi'kej 1 
about one and one-half miles distant ( 

l 

from the battle-field, thence to Harrods- 
hiirg. • The battle-field was a chosen one 
of the enemy. They marched from 
Harrodsburg to give our army battle at 
or near Perryviiie. The ground upon 
which the battle was fought was very 
much broken by hills and ravines, which 
oflhrell every facility to them to conceal 
their troops. The bluffs and dry chan- 
nels of Ghapliii River and Doctor’s Fork 
were especially advantageous for massing 
large bodies of troops in concealment. 

I was assailed by at least three divisions 
of the enemy. I have since been trust- 
worthily informed that General Bragg 
commanded the enemy in person, and 
that Poikls and Hardee’s corps were upon 
the field. 

“ Thus ends my account of the part 
taken by my corps in the battle of 
Chaplin Hills, the bloodiest battle of 
modern times for the number engaged 
on our side. Rousseau had present on 
the field 7,000 men, Jackson 5,400. 
The brigade of Gooding amounted to 
about 1,500. The battle was princi- 
pally fought by Rousseau’s division, and 
if there are or ever were better soldiers 
than the old troops engaged, T have nei- 
ther seen nor read of them. Great dis- 
crimination must be exercised in mak- 
ing a perfectly fair statement respecting 
the conduct of the new levies. Exposed, 
as some of them were, to a terrific fire at 
the onset of the enemy, it would he ex- 
traordinary to expect of them tlie stead- 
iness and composure of veterans. It 
was also clearly perceptible that the 


resolution and obstinate , resistance .dis- 
played by the old troops in the same 
brigade or in close proximity, had a sal- 
utary effect ill aniniatiiig and eiicoiirag- 
ing the new troops. For instance, in 
the ninth brigade, where the Second 
and Th.irty-third Ohio, Tliirty-eiglitli Iri- 
dmia, and Tenth Wisconsin fought so 
well, I wa.s proud to see the Niiitli and 
N'inety-eighth Ohio vie with the.lr broth- 
ers in deeds of honor. 

“ Commanders under rne have found 
occasion for severe reflection on individ- 
uals whose conduct did not entirely 
justify the confidence imposed in them 
by their State and coimtry. These 
cases, happily hut few, compel me the 
more strongly to awaken the attention 
of our authorities to a more rigid and 
careful selection of officers who may 
join to their ciiialificatioijs the essential 
ones of courage and honor. The mate- 
rial of the new levies is evidently as 
good as that of the old regiments, 
apology for the inishehavior of some 
of them is want of discipline and confi- 
dence in their field and line officers, 

“If it were not a great pleasure, my 
duty compels me to call the attention 
of my superiors and my Governmeut to 
the conspicuous gallantry and go<aI con- 
duct of Brigadier-General L. H. R{jo.s- 
seati upon this hotly contested field. 
The manner of posting his left and 
maintaining its position, renders him one 
of the most conspicuous lights of this 

■■..its. 

war. 

“ Alexandee McDowell McCook, 
Major-General Commanding I'irst Corps 

Army of the Ohio.” 







Tlio enemy, tliougli Uiey jiad severely 
huffered, were enabled to retire ■without 
being seriously interrupted, and fimilly 
made good their retreat to a position in 
the Cumljerlaiid Mountains, wdiither 
General Buell deemed it prudent not 
to follow. The invasion, of Kentueky, 
and the audacious attempt to march 
into Ohio, liad been thwarted, hut the 
country was disap])ointed in its expect- 
ation of the overthrow of Bragg’s army. 
The enemy consoled themselves with the 
immense booty Bragg had carried off. 
“ Just think of it/’ boasted one of their 
■^niters/ “he has captured from the 
enemy, and purchased from the citizens 
together, enough to load a train of wag- 
ons forty miles long,”* 

General Buell was held responsible 
for the escape of his antagonist, and was 


lo.'S ill kilitn.i, vroiiiided; and 
the Lbiion troops amounted 


luantl, Wiis olili'.jed lo lift! !unl ckeck liim at tkat point. 

Havincr arrived at tram i'ra'.ikt'ort. I 'lut'jr- 

m'med to give Min tattle tiiere, taid accordiDgly coiiceii- 
truted tiiree divisions of old command— the Army of 
the Mississippi, now under Major-General Polk; Cheat- 
liaai's, Buckner’s, and Anderson’s— and directed General 
Polk, to take cojnmarid on the 7th, and attack the enemy 
nest morning. Wither' s di.vision had gone the day 
Itefore to support Smith. Hearing, on the night of the 7tli, 
that the force in front of Smith, liad rapidly retreated, I 
moved early next nrorning? to he present at the operations 
oi folk’s forces. 

“The two armie.s were formed confronting each, other 
on opposite siiies of the lown of Perryrille. After con- : 
suiting tli.e General, and reconnoitring the ground and 
exuruiniug his position, I deciiiicd to as, ■sumo the coin- 
mutid, hut suggested some changes .and modiiieatiom of 
his arrangements, which ho promptly adopted. The iictioh. 
upenwi at half-past twelve p.m., hetweeu the skirmishers 
and artillery on iKitii sides. Finding ihe enemy indis- 
posed to advance upon us, and knowing he was receiving 
heavy reinforcement#, I deemed it best to assail him vig- 
orously, and .so directed. 

“ The engagement h'carne general .soon thereafter, and 
wjw cemtinued furiously from that time to dark, our 
troop never ftiitcriug and never failing hi their efforts. 

“ For the time engaged it wfis the severest and most des- 
perately ccmtfcfiled engagement wdthin my knowledge. 
Fearfully ouinamhered, onr troops did not hesitate to en- 
gage at any udds ; and, though checked at times^ they 
eventually carried every poBition, and drove the enemy 
tdxjLit two miles. But for the intervention of irlght, we 
should have completed the work. We had captured fif- 
teen pieces of artillery, by the most daring charges, killed 
one and wounded two brigfulicr-goncrals, and a very large 
rmmber of ini'erior ulticers and men, cstimatc-d at no Ics.s 
than 4,000, und capturwi 400 prisoners, including three 
atalf-offii'crs, with servants, carriage, and baggiige of 2tla- 
jor-Gcneral McCook, 

“ The ground wris literally covered witli his rlead and 
wounded, in such a contest our own loss was ueceasarily 
severe, probably not less than 2,;>{>0 killed, wounded, and 
mteang. Included in, the wounded are Brigailier-UeueralB 
■Wood, O^ebern, surd Brown— gallant and noble soldiers— 
who» loss wlU be severely felt by their commands. To 
Mftior-Geneaii Folk, commanding the forces, Major-Gen- 1 booty. 







3^^* his laurels iresli from the. victor j 
at Coriiitli, succeeded. , 

The following official statement of 
Gcnc'ral Buell . contains , an interestiTig' 
riarrative of Ms campaigiij and a justifi- 
cation of its conduct.; 

“ Louisville, November 4 , 1862 . 

“ L. Tho'beas, Adjutant-General IT. ,.S. A., 
Washington, I). C. : 

“ Sib : It is due to the army which I 
have commanded for the last twelve 
months, and perhaps due to myself, that 
I. should make a circiimstaiitial report 
of its operations iliiriiig the past sum- 
mer, . . ■ . 

“ Such a report requires data iiot iiow 
at' hand, And would occupy more time 
than can' 136;, spared at present from the 
subject of more immediate interest, 
namely, the operations from Louisville 
against the rebel forces in Kentucky 
under the command of General Bragg. : 
I therefore commence this report from 
that period, premising only in a general 
way, that nw attention to the condi- 
tion of affairs in Kentucky was cle- 
munded, lirst, by ilie minor operations 
of the enemy, winch, by the destriiction 
of the railroail, bad cornpletely severed 
the communications of my army, and j 
hjft it at a distance of oOO miles from its 
base, •with very limited supplies : mid. 
second, bj' the ronnidable invasion, 
wliicii not only threatened tlie perma- 
nent occupation of the State, but ex})Os- 
ed the States north of the Ohio Hirer 
to invasion, 

“Leaving a sufficient force to hold 


for Ke.ritiicky, The rear slividoji ke'r 
Kashville on the 1-jth, a].tl arrived ai 
Lo.iiisvilke a di-tancfi of ITo niiles. on 
the ,29tli of September : the udvanee m- 
rived on, ihe 25th.. 

“The pii.rf ic'iilars t.]* tin- nn'r.-li iv;h. 
as I have said, laj uIw'D in a >u\ 
report in cfOinectiof! wiiii niher nuiU-'rs. 


“I ibinid, ill and tihoni Ihis riiy, a 
considerable force of raw troops, hur- 
riedly thrown in iTtfiii Illinois. ]ndiirn!i., 
and Ohio, for tlie ileihrjc;* of tlio rity 
against the formidalile i‘or.-c ilnu laid in- 
vaded the State iiiidei’ OeneiTtl Brngg 
and Kirby Smiili, under the ooiiOiiumi 
of Major-G-eneral Aelson, whose uniime- 
ly death cannot l^e too uTiicli deplored.. 
These troops had been organized ii'do 
brigades and divisions, and they Itufi 
some able and experienced officers in 
general — Boyle, Jackson, Crufts. Gilbert, 
Terrill, and others. 

“ Bnt the troops were as yet undisci- 
plined, unprovided wlrli .suitable artif- 
lery, and in eveiw way unfit for activo 
operations against a dl.^dplineti fot,;. li 
was necessary to rofa-ganize the whole 
force. . This was done, as far as possible, 
by intermixing tbe now tro{i[)S wlih the 
old, 'without changing the old organiza- 
tion. 

“ The troops were siqjplied with 
shoes and other essentials, of winch 
they were greatly in neei], among them 
certain light cooking utensils, wdiirh the 
men could carr}- and dispense ■with wag- 
ons, the allowance of which was roduced 
to one for each regiment, to carry a few 
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liece.ssary articles for officers^ and Qne 
for hospital supplies, besides the ambu- 
lanecs. ; 

" The army was to have marched on 
the Slst of September, but an order, 
whicii -was subserpiently suspended, re- 
lieving me from tlio command, delayed 
the movement until the following day. 

The army marched on tlio Ist idti- 
mo, in five columns. The left moved 
toward Frankfoit, to hold in check the 
force of the enemy which stUl remained 
at or near that place ; the other col- 
timns, marching by different routes, 
finally fell respectively into the roads 
leading from Sbopberdsville, Mount 
’Washington, Fairfield, and Bloomfield, 
to Bardstown, where the main force of 
the enemy, under General Bragg, was 
known to be , these roads converge 
upon Bardstown at an angle of about 
fifteen degrees from each other. 

“ Skirmishing ■^^ith the enemy’s cav- 
alry and artillery marked the movement 
from each column from within a few 
miles of Louisville. It -was more stub- 
born and formidable near Bardstown ; 
but the rear of tlie enemy’s infantry re- 
tired from that place eight hours before 
our arrival, W'-hen his rear-guard of cav- 
alry and artillery retreated, after a sharp 
engagement with iny cavalry. The pur- 
suit and skirmisiiing with the enemy’s 
’ rear-guard continued toward Spring- 
field, - • 

The information which I received, 
mdicated that the enemy would concen- 
trate his forces at Danville, 

‘/The' first corps, under Major-Gen- 
Meljook, was therefore ordered to 

, 






march from Bloomfield on Harrodsburg, 
while the second corps, under Major- 
General Crittenden, moved on the Leba- 
non And Danville road, wliicli passes 
four miles to the south of Perry ville, 
wdth a branch to the latter place : and 
the third corps on the direct road to 
Perryville. 

“ l\Iy headcjuarters moved with the 
third (or centre) corps. Major-General 
Thomas, second in command, accompa- 
nied the second (or right) corps. 

“ After leaving Bardstowm, I learned 
that the force of Kirby Smith liad cross- 
ed to the wmst side of tlje Kentucky 
River, near Salvisa, and that the enemy 
w'ere moving to concentrate either at 
HajTodsburg or Ponyvilie. General 
McCook’s route was therefore changed 
from Harrodsburg to Perryville. 

“ The centre corps arrived on the af- 
ternoon of the 7tli, and wms drawm up 
in order of battle about three miles from 
Perryville, where the enemy appeared 
to be in force. The advanced guard, 
under CaiJtain Gay, consisting of cavalry 
and artillery, supported toward evening 
by two regiments of infinitry, pressed 
successfully upon the enemy’s rear- 
guard to within two miles of the towm, 
against a somewhat stubborn opposi- 
tion. 

“ The whole army had for three days 
or more suffered from a scarcity of w^a- 
ter ; the last day, particularly, the troops 
and animals suffered exceedingly for the 
want of it,- and from hot weather and 
dusty roads. 

“ In the bed of Doctor’s Creek, a trib- 
utary of Chaplin River, about two and 
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a lialf iniles fiTjiii PeiTj\dlle, some pools 
uf water were discovered,, of wliicli tlie 
eneiiiv sliowed a cletemiiiiatioii to pre- 
verit us . gaiiiiiig , possession. . 

“ Tbe tliirty-sixtli brigade, iiiid'er com- 
mand of Colonel Daniel McCook, from 
( Jei i oral Sheridan’s division, was ordered 
ibrwni'd to seize a,nd bold a eornmaiidiiig 
posiiion wbicli covered these pools : it 
exoent ed the order that night, and a siip- 
])ly of bad water was secured for the 
iroops. 

On discovering that the enemy was 
eonceiitrating for battle at Perryville, I 
sent order.s on the niglit of the 7th to 
Grencral !MeCook and Ociieral Critten- 
den to march at three o’clock the follow- 
ing morning, so as to take position, re- 
spectively, as early as possible, on the 
right and left of the centre coi’])S, the 
commanders themselves to report in 
person for orders on their arrival, 1113* 
intention l>eing to make the attack that 
day, if possible. 

The orders did not reach, (ioneral 
l^lcCook until half-past two oodock, and 
he marched at five. The second corps 
failing to find water at the place where 
it was expected to encamp on the niglit 
of the 7th, had to move off the road for 
that purpose, and consequently was 
some six miles or more farther off than 
it woidd otherwise have been. , , 

The orders did not reach it in time, 
and these two causes delayed its arrival 
several hours. Still, it was far enough 
advanced to have been stressed into the 
action on the 8th, if the necessity for it 
had been known early enough, 

“ The engagement, which terminated 


.at night the previous day. was renewed 
earty on the riioriiing r,f the Sth, In' an 
attempt of the eiieiuy tfi drive the Lri- 
■■ gade: of €7ilon el McCook frimi the 
\tion taken to cover the watm* in 
■Creek : the design lead 
and ; the: diyisiems of Cenernls 
and SheridfUL were moved irde? ].irhjon 
to defeat it, and hold flic grouiL<l imiil 
the army was prepared 10 atl.'ok" in 
force. A. spirited attack was made on 
Colonel McCook’s position, and was 
liaudsomeh' repulsed. Between ten and 
eleven o’clock the left corps ainived on 
the Maxville road. 

General IMcCsjok w^is instnieied to 
get it prompt]}’ into posiiion, on ih(» 
left of the centre cor])S, and to make a 
reconnoissance to his iro]it and led. 
The rcconimissanco had been continued 
by Captain Gay tcjward liis frrmt and 
right, and sharp tiring with artillery was 
then going on. 

“ I had somewliat expected an attack 
early in the nnjrning on Gilbert’s cairps, 
while it was isolated, hut as it did not 
take place, uo fornndahle attack was 
apprehended after tin; arrival of the k*ft 
corps. The disposition of the troops 
was made, mainly, with a view to a 
combined attack on the enemy's posi- 
tion at daylight the following morning, 
as the time required to get all the troops 
into position, after the unexpected do- 
la}’, would probably make it too late to 
attack that day, 

" The cannonading, which commcnic- 
ed -with the partial engagement in the 
centre, followed by the reeonnoi usance 
of the cavalry under Captain Gay, ox- 
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tended to Will’d the left, and became 
brisker as tlie day advanced^ but was 
iioi su]'»ra>sod to proceed from any seri- 
ous euyae’eriieiit, as no report to tiiat 
eifect was received. At four o’clock, 
however, Major-G-oneral ’McOookb aid- 
de-camp arrived, and repoiied to riic 
‘ that tlie General was >suslainin^’ a 
se\'ere attack, wliicli he irouid not be 
aide to witlistaiid unless reinforced ; tiiat 
liis flanks were already giving way.’ 
lie added, to niy astonislnnent, ' that 
the left ccirns had actuallv been ernraged 
in a severe battle for several hours, per- 
luqts since twelve o’clock.’ It was so 
diifEi’ult to credit the latter, that I 
thought there must even be some mis- 
apprehension in regard to the former. I 
sent word to him that I shoidd rely on 
his being able to hold his ground, though 
I should probably send him reinforce- 
ments. 

“ I at once sent orders for two bri- 
gades from the centre corps — Sclioepif ’s 
division — to move promptly to reinforce 
the left. Orders were also sent to Gen- 
eral Crittenden to move a division in, to 
strengthen the centre, and to move with 
the rest of his corps energetically against 
the enemy’s left flank. 

The distance from one flank of the 
army to the other was not, perhaps, less 
than six miles, and before the orders 
could be delivered, aiul the riglit corps 
make the attack, night came on and 
terminated the engagement. 

, “ The roads going from Maxville and 
Springfield enter Perryviile at an angle 
fifteen degrees with each other. 
Lebanon runs nearly par- 


allel to the Springfield road to 'within 
five miles of PeiTyvillc, and there folks, 
the left-hand fork going to Perr3'villG, 
and the right continuing straight on to 
Danville, leaving Perryviile four miles 
to the north. There is also a direct 
road from Perryviile to Danville. Per- 
ryviile, Danville, and Harrodsburg occu- 
py the ■^'ortices of an equilateral trian- 
gle, and are ten miles apart. Salt River 
rises midway between Perryviile and 
Danville, and runs northward two miles 
west of Harrodsburg. Chaplin Pork 
rises near and passes through Perryviile, 
bending in its course so as to run ob- 
liquely away from the Maxville and 
Perryviile road, on which the left corps 
advanced. 

“ Doctor’s Creek, running north, cross- 
es the Perryviile and Springfield road 
at right angles, about two and a half 
miles west of Perryviile, and empties 
into Chaplin Pork about three miles 
from town. The ground bordering 
the Chaplin is hilly, with alternate 
patches of timber and cleared land. 
The hills, though in some places steep, 
are generally practicable for infantry 
and cavalry, and in many places for ar- 
tillery. 

“The ground afforded the enemy 
great advantages for attacking a force 
on the Maxville road, taken in the act 
of forming, as was the case in the battle 
of the 8th. 

“ General McCook’s line ran nearly 
parallel with Chaplin Pork, the right 
resting on the road, and the left to the 
north of it. Two of General Rousseau’s 
brigades, the seventeenth, under CoJonel 
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Lvttle, tiii'i tlie fourtli. under Colrmel | 
lIi.nTi'-’. were on Uie : iheii tlio j 

iliiri.y-tliird ])nga,de. under General Tor- I 
rill, oi Jaefeon's dividoii ; tlieii, on tlio : 
extreme left, and to tlie rear of Terrill, | 
die twciiity-eiglitli brigade, under Colo- j 
]iul Starkweather, of Eoiisseaii’s dhi- 
hioii. 

‘‘The other brigade of Jackson’s di- 
vision, under Colonel Wefjster, was at 
first in rear of Eoiisseau’s two right bri- 
gades, and in the course of the battle 
was Ijroiight into action on the right of 
iloiisscau. General Gilbert’s corps was 
on the right of Rousseau, but the space 
between them ■was somewhat too great 
— hrst Sheridan’s division, then Mitch- 
ell’s and Sciioeplf ’s in reserve opposite 
the left of the corps. 

“The fight commenced early in the 
day, as has been described, with a feeble 
attack on the centre corps; then, later, 
the attack fell with severity and perti- 
•nacit}’’ on Rousseau’s right brigade ; 
then, somewhat later, on Terrill’s bri- 
gade, and on Rousseau’s third brigade, 
on the extreme left. It was successlul 
against Terrill’s brigade, composed of 
new regiments. The gallant command- 
er of the division, General J. S. Jack- 
son, was killed almost instantly. The 
heroic young Brigadier Terrill lost his 
life in endeavoring to rally his troops, ' 
and ten pieces of his artillery were left ' 
on the ground ; hvo of them were car- | 
ried olF by the enemy next morning ; i 
the rest were recovered. 

“ The main weight of the battle thus 
fell upon the third division, under Gen- 
eral Rousseau. 


“R’o troops could, have met it witli . 
j more heroisiii. The kft hrig*ide, c<tDi- 
1 pelled at first to tali hack soiiajvchm, at 
i length niaintaiiied its ground, niid re- 
I pulsed the attack at that pfiiiit. Tulviiig 
advantase of the openimr btntwoeii Gil- 
hert’s' left and' Rousseau’s riglii, tb^ en- 
.emy .pressed liis attack at l,hat. point 
with an . overwliehxtirtg . force, Roos- 
■ scan’s right tvas bei.n.g tamed, and was. 
forced to fall back, which it did in ex- 
.cellent order until reinforced ,hy Good- , 
ing's and Steadriian’s brigade*. s from 
Gilbert’s corps, -wlieii the enemy was 
repulsed. That result was also/promot- t :, ! 
ed by the fire ■\xhich the artillery of ,Shcr- ; 
idan’s division poured into the eiieniy’s 
left flank. 

“ Siiniiltaneoiisly with the heaviest 
attack on Rousseau’s division, the r*iiemy j 
made a strong attack on Sheridan’s 
right. Sheridan was rein ibreod from i 
Mitcheirs division by Colon cl Carl in’s : 
brigade, ■which charged the enemy vdrh 
iiitrepidity, and drove Jiim thi’Ofjgh the I 
town to his position beyond, capturing 
ill the town two caissons ami fiiieeu ' 
hvagons loaded with ammunition, and 
the guard that was with them, eousist- 
ing of three officers and 138 men. This ; 
occurred ab<.mt nightfall, wiiicli termin- j 

; ated the battle. ' 

“The corps of General Crittenden ; 

dosed in, and Wagner’s brigade <if i 
Wood’s division became engaged, and ; 

did good service on the right of Mitch- j 
ell's division, but knowing notliing of ; 

the severity of the fight in the extrmne ; 
left, the rest of the corps did not get I 
into action. | 
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'' Iso rloiibt was ontertaincrl tliat tlie 
enem? would endeavor to hold his po- 
sition. Accordm^dy, orders were sent 
to the commanders of corps to he |.ire- 
pared to attack at daylight in the 
nioriii?ig. 

'■ They received instructions in person 
at headquarters tliat night, except G-en- 
oral Crittenden, for whf>m inslriiclinns 
were given to .\lajor-Gcnerai Thomas, 
second in comuiand. 

“ General HeCook supposed, from 
indications in his front, that the enemy 
would throw a fonnidahle force against 
his corps, in pursuance of the original 
attempt to turn our left. 

" He represented also that his corps 
was very much crippled, the new divi- 
sion of (reneral Jackson having in fact 
almost entirely disappeared as a hod 3 U 
He was instructed to move in during the 
night and close the opening lietweeii 
Ills right and General Gilbert's left. His 
orders for the following day were to 
hold his position, taking advantage of 
any opportunity that the events of the 
day might present. 

“ The corps of Generals Crittenden 
and Gilbert were to move forward at 
six onloek, and attack the enemy’s front 
and left flank. 

“ The advance the following morning, 
in pursuance of these orders, discovered 
that the enemy’s main bod}^ had retired 
during the night, but without any indi- 
cations of haste or disorder, except that 
his dead and many of his wounded were 
left upon the field. The reconnoissance 
during the day showed that his whole 
force had fallen back on Harrodsburg, 



where the indications seemed to be that 
he would make a stand. 

“It will be impossible to form any 
correct judgment of the operations from 
this time, particularly without consider- 
ing the condition of the two armies, 
and the pro]:)able intention of the 
enemy. 

The rebel army has been driven 
from tlie borders of Kentucky without 
a decisive battle. It is spoken of as if 
it were a comparatively insignificant 
force, and pursued b}" an overwhelming 
one, which had nothing to do hut to 
send out patrols and gather in the frag- 
ments of a routed and disorganized 
army. The very reverse was the case. 
The rebel force which invaded Ken- 
tucky, at the lowest estimates, has been 
rated at from 65,000 to 66,000 men. 

“ It was composed of veteran troops, 
wmll armed, and thoroughly inured to 
hardship. Every circumstance of its 
march, and the concurrent testimony 
of all who came within reach of its 
linos, attest that it was under perfect 
discipline. It had entered Kentucky 
with the avowed purpose of holding the 
State ; its commanders declared that to 
he their intention to the last ; intercept- 
ed commnincations, disclosing their plans, 
and the disappointment experienced by 
the Southern press at the result, show 
that to have been their purpose, 

“ The enterprise certainly seemed des- 
perate, but it was entered into deliber- 
ately—was conducted by the best talent 
in the rebel service, and there was noth- 
ing to indicate that it would be aban- 
doned lightly. Some manceuvring for 
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am'aiita'/os. uud ouc deeisiFe battle, ■ It was follcpr^TFl cjo.'M'If br tbe rilvi-- 
were to be expected before Kentucky sioii of General iHiiiiujit Fcliis'Ii remained 
could he rid of her iiiTaders. Every- afPrankfort. In Eifsrcliii.a’ from .Frunk" 
tiling goes to sliotF tliat the final retreat fort to join the niaiii Ijody. r^ilF^ t1ivi^ioll 
of the enemy was sudileidy determined ^ was attacked near Lawiviictdiurg hr a 
fu, and that it was not nt the tiine to be dportion of Kirby biniihk .[bo'-N wi.ir'u 
calculate!] <jii as a matter of course. c it drove off. and then contiu''i''d. its 
•‘Any niovcinent on niy paid, solely march, imiving at Perry villc oii tie-! 
ill aniicipation of it, would only have evening of the 11th. rending iis arri- 
turiied the eneiny in a flillerent direc- val the army took po.-diirm. viih 
tion, and any presuin})tuoiis attempt to right four miles from ikinvi 
capture a superior forcQ hy detachments tre on the Perryvilic and 1 
would, according to all probabilities, pike, and the left m-ar Dii 
luive 1)0011 iTiorG likely to result in defeat the road converging <m liarr 
than in success. On the 11th. three lai 

“The etfoctLve force which advanced Critteiiderfs amt GiH?mi‘s 
on Perry ville on the Till and 8th under Gay’s and Colone’l M'.’Goo 
my laonnuai id, wai.s about 58,000 infantry, brigades, w-ere sour f.mt to re>;(mn<)iu“e 
tirtillery, and ravalry. Of these, about the enemy’s positiuJi. lie wa,;' luimd io 
1!2,0UU wore raw iroojis, wilh very little some force two mil(is suiuii o!' riciTOfis- 
iastiMidion, or none at all. The reports burg, in the niorihng : Imt r'.-iirfMl during 
shmv an actual loss of upvrard of 4,000 the day, and his i-i^ar-guanl was drivtm 
kiilo'd, irouuded, and missing in the bat- out in llto evening, witli tiio loss ol'somo 
tie, Avliioh W'Oiild leave the etlective force stores and alviur. l.iiOO ],>ris{m{‘rs, mosi- 
about 54,000 after it. I did not besi- ly sick iind woundi**!. it was lu'ohablu 
fate, tlierofore, after crossing the Chaplin he would roiiro liis wlmb.* force to Cum|) 
River, and finding the eneiny had 'fallen Dick Rubiuson, tlisjugh it wa^ not i-er- 
haek, to await the arrival of General taiiihmiseenained whai portion of it laid 
Sill's division, which had marched to crossed Dick's River. I’o co]n]!el him 
Frankfort, and lia'l been ordered to join at once to take one side iU- the (tllan-, 
v/ia Latyrenceburg and (Jhu])lintown, and either ghai liaille on this side, or be 
when it wms ascertained that Kirby preventeil from recro.'-.slng to attack «)ur 
BmitU’s force had marched to form a eomniimications. when a move was made 
junction with Bragg, ‘ to turn liis position, the left corps 

‘‘Tliat division on the inarch from moved on the lllth to Ilarrodsburg 
Loiiisvillft em'mmfprcd n. fttrmicj- mitnost fGeiieral Bills division having ftriiv<nl 
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while a strong recoiiiioissaiico was sent the country suddenly changes. It he- 
forward to the cros.'^^ing of ])ick\s Eiver. comes rough and harren, alTordiiig 
The oneuiy was found to hare crossed scarcely more than enough corn for its 
'willi his wliolo force. sparse population ; and the road passe.s 

Tlie ground I wtween tlie Kentucky through defiles where a small force can 
Hiver and Dicks Kiver, as a military resist with great effect a large one — 
position, is rendered almost impregnahle wdiorc. in fact, the use of a largo force 
on tlie north and west hj the rocky is inijiracticahle. The little forage the 
ell [Is which border those streams, and country afforded was consumed by the 
wdiich are only passable at a few points, enemy in Ins retreat, rendering it im- 
easiJy dercmled. Such is the character possible to subsist any considerable 
of Dick's Kiver, from its inoutli to where number of animals. Tlie corps of Gon- 
the Danville and Lexington road crosses erals Gilbert and McCook were Ihore- 
it, ;i distance of about twelve miles. fore halted at Crab Orchard, while that 
“ It could only be reached by turning of General Crittenden, with General 
it to the south, wdiile the passes to the W. S, Smith’s division in advance, eoii- 
wiist, by which our line of communica- tinned the t>tii’suit as far as Tjomlon on 
lion ivoiild he exposed, wmre suitably the direct road, and on the branch road 
guarded. The army -was moving with to liranchester. 

that view, wlien I learned, on the even- “I have not received the formal re- 
ing- of the 13th, at Danville, that the port of the operations of this corps, but 
enemy was retiring from his position to- the pursuit was conducted by its corn- 
ward the south. Pursuit was immecli- mander, according to my orders, with 
atcly ordered, for the purpose of over- judgment and energy. The road was 
taking or intercepting him, if he should cleared of the trees felled across it by 
attempt to pass toward Somerset. the enemy, and his rear-guard attacked 

“General lYood’s division marched successfully at several points. Some 
at twmlvo o’clock that night, and engag- prisoners were taken and about 300 
ed the enemyts cavalry and artillery at head of cattle, and other property to no 
Stanford at daylight the next morning, great amount, captured. 

The remainder of General Crittenden’s “ It wms not expedient to continue 
eorp^^, and General McCook’s corps fol- the pursuit beyond Londozi ; partly, 
knyed on that road, and General Gil- because it was impracticable in a manner 
bert's marched on the Lancaster road, to afford any material advantage ; part- 
The enemy kept the road toward Cum- ly, because without advantage, it took 
berlaud Gap, opposing with cavalry and the troops out of the way, when they 
artillery the advance of both of the were likely to be required elsewhere. 
pursuing column.?, which, howcnxu', pro- They wmre, therefore, promptly turned 
grossed steadily. .upon other routes toward Tennessee. A 



— 


by certain routes, in tiiat positioii i iiie tiia or control, oi •■'ominainior. 
relinqnislied tlie coiiiniancl or tiro army As tx.ibre .-tutv-'l. Tbf*]'*.: vra- .'-.kii'irii.-i;- 
011 tlie, 30tli to Major-fieuei’al Ilosccraiis, mg along tLe wiiole froirt, 1tul. alter u 
ill oBedieiice to iTLstructions IVum the corrain la.M-o', lire xir' re;e-'‘-.o .-Oih-'l jid 
Geneml-iii-Cliief. geuerai ongagmiienr wa,.-:' lic-f 

‘■' In the mean time, the railroad.-, day. and no s/roia'l el” i la-kiar'^- i-^ai-ta'd 
wliieli had he eii broken up by tlie eiieiny, .my ii.eadqnariCF’^, by v/ha-li tin.* .-bai'u- 
aiid suspended for two months, had been ■ ness of the action on the leH in add he, 
repaired as far as Boxrliiig Green, to known or evt-n MispecO'*!; und when 
carry foiward supplies. * the ftict wa- asr-ei iained, it wa.- too late 

“ The campaign wdiose history I have to do mor*'* ihaii lirrow in Mi.-cor l.toforo 
sketched occupied a period of about night set in. Ihil ahhougii lui-: kck of 
twenty days. The result can be stated iiiforrnati'Jii was ati.a-udcd wikh disap- 
in a few w'ords. poiritmeiitaiKlunforLinntt'jc^'nsetpiciiros, 

“ All army prepared for the concpiest yet the imecpial struggle wa>r. murkfnl 
and occupation of Kentucky, with full by no disaster, and conspicuously dLs- 
kiiowleclge of our means of resistance, played the courage and diseiphiie of (he 
and with a confident expectation of pre- troops. 

vailing over them, has been driven “Prom first to last, I suppose 4,001') 
hack, baffled and dispirited, from the or 5,000 prisoners, sick, wounded, und 
borders of the State. It is true that well, were taken : and at various points 
only one serious battle has been fought, some stores and projierty fell into our 
and that was incomplete and less deci- hands — among them 3,500 barrels (d* 
sive than it ought to have been. pork, and two pieces of ciiunon, aban- 

“ That it was so is due partly to im- doned by the enemy at Camp Dl'k 

avoidable-, diffi.cuMe*s,,' -wliicfi prevented EiObinson. I do not bidievc* that iic cur- 
the troops marching on difterent roads ried 0 in his retreat any large amount 
from getting on the groiind simultaiie- €>f stores : Im may liuve sent olf n gnoil 
oiLsly ; but more to the fact that I was deul from lir.W to lust, ivhik* hr* was in 
not apprised early enough of the condi- ijuiet occaipution of much of the 
tioii oi‘ affains on my left. I can find Slate. 

no fault wdtli the former, nor am I clis- “ Tlie reports show a loss of 91 G kiil- 

posed at lliis time to censure the latter, ed, 2,943 wounded, and 4tS9 missing ; 
though it must be admitted to have total, 1, 348, hi the battle of the Sth. 
been a grave error. I ascribe it to the “ A’ cry respectfully, your obedient 

too great confidence of the general com- servant, I>. G Buell, 

manding the left corps, Major-General “ Major-General,'' 
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force of Btevciison. also, we w(>iild iiiiis 
hold ill position. On tlie otli of Sop" 
teuioser, O-eneral ^^rorrprn sent tlio 'J’liird 
Keiitiickj^ liegiiiient, inoimted on ai’til- 
leiy and wagon liorses. and Lieiitenaiil- 
Colonei kiiiraly’s csiwilry. to nfa-co 
llio Union iirmy then organizing ad la^x- 
ingt.on, under (fenond Lv^Y Wailno''. 
Un tiie next day l)e Gourcey's brigwl.-* 
wa.s BOiii Ipy (.Teiiei-al Morgan 1o diaU" 
elicster to secure sidosistoiicc. On die 
day following that another part Cff (Oir 
diminisliod force was sent against bap- 
tist Ga,p. which surprised, aiid eaptiired. 
Actina: Brigadier-General Allston. of 
>Soudi Cai’olina, and cut liis tr<sop.s to 
pieces. On. the Stli of Bept ember, .siiil 
another cxpi^dltion was sent agsiiust 
Ilogors' Gap, wlie.ro the eneTuy ^vas 
agiiin surprised, and his entire force — 
cue man excepted — •\va}re either kiiied, 
wounded, or captured. A few days af- 
terward aiiother expedition, was sent 
againrst Rogers' and Big Creek Gfaps, 
which hlockadcci both, of them, killed, o.r 
woiunled oO of the enemy, and captured 
110 of their men. In the mean thno 
the battle of llielimoDd (K}".), between 
tlie forces of General Aelson and those 
of Kirby Bmitli, was fought ; and in ' 
that engagement, as you know, the 
Union forces of Kelson were routed. 

All hope of our line being opened 
from the front was soon gone. We were 
on the eve of being starved out. Our 
troops holding the Gap had been on 
short rations for a month j our .small 
stock of captured supplies was being 
rapidly exhausted, and tlie last stalk of 
corn bad been devoured by the mules. . 


Our hmigiy Imt i: 

iif-loTidtal.de ]‘egdii 

■would rather lio.ve ?■ 

lurvod ihun abam 

the Gap. But Gb 

xieral Morgan, i 

has proved 1-imself 

as skilfril and car* 

as he is daring am 

1. perscTeririg. ssn 

suppose, that oui 

* starvalioii in 


iviio 


the 

mountains would do the coiudryand liso 
cause no g<K)d, if after our death and 
ilispnrsion our pieces of splendid ar- 
lilloi'y a.ndi l idHl!) .-(and of aH,j;i]]-anii,s 
ftdi into the hands of the enemy. Evacu- 
ation or sun'emb/r Were the alterijarives 
which presented themselves iooiir chief. 
But how could our iroous evacuate. 


! wneii a rene 


r-.irf.‘iia‘er tiuin our 


own (.'^teveiisoii .s), was within eaiinon- 
shot of our lilies ? The enemy occupied 
a look-out at Baptist Gnj), from which he 
could see clcjwri direclly into cair •works. 
Death soon becarno the penally for such 
iurormati!...'iL, and Cuinliei'laud Ga]'f .hud 
to IfO abamhuiod. Bo General .Morgan 
made preparahbuis .fm* this desperide hit 
of strategy. 

“ Ghi Ihe ITtli (Beps'embe,r), at one 
o’cloc.k tlic cvueuntioii of ffumber- 
laud Ga].i 'wa.- begum Tlie TwculV” 
tliird Indiana, the Xhitli tJtiio Battsuy. 
and ail ilio ammunition, left at iliat luuir. 
Oil the night nfier tlia'i inmaiing all the 
divisions left at eleven o'clock, except 
the provost guards and a b,[ockading 
squad, who were .left behind to lini.'.'li the 
work of dcsmictioii and o1*siriict the 
road, so as to retard any mo'\‘ement (.if 
the enemy against our rear. At about 
two o'clock tlio magazine was Idown 
up, and the humes of (he burning com- 
missary hiiildiiig lit up liic valley for 
miles. Cumberland Gap was left a mass 
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of siiiOLiifleriiig ruins. The tents were all loss was much greater, as in one or two 
desTroyeil ^Ujthing but airmiunition and instances our artillery raked his col- 
a f.nv of the mont: useful cooking utensils uinns. 

were brought away. In'o officer ])L'ought “ Our march from Cumberland Cap 
away any of liis propcahy save what lic through eastern Kentucky to the Ohio 
carried (iuhis hack or his horse. Quite a la.sted sixteen days and nights, and was 
largo cpiantity of hacou, beans, and rice over a dl,sta.nce of more than 260 miles 
w'as dost roved. 0]‘ guns ihal wont the of hills and inoimtains and wild regions, 
way of all lln; earth, there were a few too terrible for my feeble pen to desci'ibe 
Ihousand old ones unlit for use and four just no-w. We sulFered enough, but the 
thirty-i)Oiinder Parrott cannon, wdth a men all here it heroically. During the 
largt) :imount of anmuinitioii and accou- inarch ivc sometimes threaded our way 
irements for small-arms. It is impossi- over mountain ridges so narrow that a 
ble to form an estimate of the value of solitary horseman could not pass the 
articles rendered useless. But it made w’^agoii train ; and at other times through 
iny heart sick to witness the destruction, deep defiles, with the toweriiig perpeii- 
Tents, cooking utensils, clothing, wagons, dicular cliffs on either side, and these 
gun-carriages, rations, ammiinitioii, arms occupied by the enemy. Sometimes wo 
and accoutrements, in tAvo days' time, drove him from his position by shells 
passed from a useful and well-ordered and sometimes by skirmisliers. There 
stock to a miserable mass of ashes and were intervals in the march of sixteen 
broken fragments. And all this was or eighteen miles without water, and 
done while we were in possession of, for three days’ we had to drink from 
perhaps, the strongest place in America, stagnant pools, and could find but few 
But we were nearly 260 miles from as- of them. 

sistaiice, with a large rebel force between “The men here made graters by 
us and our friends, and we had been punching holes in their tin plates, and 
warned that if we waited much longer thus powdered their own corn, which 
wc would hardly be able to live at all. they gathered on the march. At every 
“The guerrillas under John Morgan 'halt, day and night, you heard the 
harassed us on our wmy through the Alrmstrong mills,’ as they were called, 
mountains of Kentucky. Ho had with The cannon were dras’ered the whole dis- 
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aboiitfe of tlie rebels, and they should all 


; l»e eaptured.” 

j General Morgan, on. reaching the 
; Oliio liiver, issued the following address 
to Ids soldiers f it is a graphic summary 
of the heroic endurance of himself and 
(■-oinriides ; 

I “ I^Ei,iDQlJABT3al^S irSlT.Er) StATEB FoKCES, I 

I GEEENUPSBUiiG, 3, 1862. [ 

I “(xENEEAL OrDEE No. 109. 

i '‘Comrades: At midnight oh the lYlh 
I of Se^ptemher, witli the army of Steveii- 
; son tlnuo miles in your rear, with Bragg 
I on your left, ]\{arshall on tujur right 
i flank, and Kirby S^nith in your front, 

; you inarched from Cumberhind Gap 
! mid the roar of exploding mines and 


difficulties as great as e¥er . obstructed ! ! 
the march of an army, and. with your j | 
field and siege guns have reached flie I | 

Ohio Eiver. . ' f 

? : r 

G' The . rapidity of your uiorches, in •' | 

the face of an active foe, over ri.lgvs ; [ 

regarded impassti,ble , and thrf f u eh d) ' i i I f ^ 

which 100 men ought to hold nghjiA ■; ! 
1,000, will hereafter be regarded with ; ! 
astonishment and wonder. Alth.uuglt ; | 
on the ]‘etreat you constantly acted on ; : 
the offemsive, so hotly did you press rho I i 
enemj' sent to retard, youi' march, lliat ! | 
on thre<>* successive days you surprised ! I 
the IningiT rebels at their supper, and ' | 

fed upon the liiirricd meals which they . ; 

had prepared. i i 


magazines, and lightcMl by the coiilla- 
gration of the storehouses of the com- 
missary and quartermaster. Since then 
you have marched 210 miles, overcome 


'AVitli an eirective force of hws tiian. ! - 

■ d 'I 

8,000 men you had manaM-ivredi ti gainst ' ! 
an army 18,000 strong, and captured ; j 
Oumherlaud Gap without tlio ks.ss of a ■■ ; 
man. B}’' your laljor you rendered it ! \ 



“ .Morgan s force,” sa)-^ the officer already quoted, 
‘‘•was 0 (»inpOiaed of the 'First, Second, Third, Fotirth, 
'Fifth, and Sixth TenneHsee; Tiiird, Fourteenth, Xino- 
teentli, and Twouiy-sectmtl Kt-niiiclij' ; Thlrty-tlurd and 
Forty-ninth Indiana, and Sixteenth and Forty-second 
Ohio — fourteen regimonf.s of infantry. ITie butteries, or 
the artillery, arc tin; 'Wisconsin, Miehiqan, Ninth Ohit-j, a 
Tennessee battery, name not njcollected, and some others. 
In all twenty-eight pieces— Parrotts, Rodmans, and liowit- 
zeis. The artillery is, in every respect, very e&lcieut. 
We have a small body of cavalry nridcr Colonel Mundy ; 
to ntuke it more efficient, a large number of the Third 
Kciitudcy ware mounted on onr Vicst horses, and sent into 
Kentucky, leaving before the evacuation was detenninetl 
upon. General Morgan’s anxiety to aid in keej)ing open 
a cumniunication with his supplies liejirived him of tlui 
aid of an efficient 'body of cavalry. These men did si>me 
gfxxl fighting at various pltices between Cumberland River 
and lliehmond, Ky. We -were thus in a great measure 
deprived of the aid of Colonel Gerrard, of the Third Ken- 
tucky, as well as that of Colonel Mundy. All told, then, 
we had iit round numbers from 10,000 to 12,000 men — 
men ■svhu f,-lt that they were in the right— that their cause 
was jnst — men who wotdd not foiij,a tnoraent have hesi- 
tated to enter <m fair field fight with twice their number, 
if rebels agffinst their country.” 


impregiEible, tuid an enemy four times 
your strength dare not attuck you. 

“When Kentucky was invaded, you 
sent two regiments to aid in driving out 
the invader : ‘and sucli was your ctmfi- 
deiice ill your strength, that while 
thretitened by a superior force, yon sent 
out live expeditions, captured 5U0 pris- 
oners, and killed and wounded 170 of 
your foes. At length, when it became 
evident that \'our services were iieedt.'d 
in the field, you marched boldly from 
your stronghold, liuriiiig defiance at tin.^ 
foe. 

“ Olio and all, you are ciitiiled to tlie 
thanks of your countrymen ; and I j)niy 
3 ’'OU to accept the assurance oi my pro- 
found gratitude. In my official report 
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cording to the official report of Gen. 
oral Grant, was /‘from 400 to o00.-‘ 

General Hamilton thus reported the 
result of his operations : 

Headquarteiis Thied Divisiojt Ararr op ' 
THE Mississippi, September 23, 18G2-. [ 

I ‘‘CoLoisTEL H. C. IvEiranTT, Chief of Staff: 

, SiE , I have the honor to report 
that mj division, the first brigade lead- 
nig, marched from Jacinto on the morn- 
ing of the 19 th instant, to attack the 
enemy at luka. One-half mile west of 
Burnett’s the advanced pickets of the 
enemy were first encountered, in a deep 
ravine, A battalion of the Third Mich- 
by di-smounting as a body 
S soon drove the enemy 
; soon after passing Bur-' 


ciways remember that discipline is th( 
hle-lilond of an army. 

“ r-oldiers! a.s a friend and brother, ] 
hail and greet ycaL 

■“OnoiKu: W. ^Iorgan, 

“ Brig.-Gon. Tohmteers, Commandiimf^ 

■ ■■■■■ -r 

In combitiaiion with the general move- 
ment of tlie enemy to the north, a con- 
siderable force had mustered in Missis- 
sipja, under Genend Price, and strove 
to advance into Tennessee. On the en- 
emy pushing forward to luka, on the igan Uavalr 
L'lmrlestou and Memphis EaiFoad, this of .skirmish 
place was abandoned by the Union from his coi 
troops, who in the haste of their depart- nett’s the i 
lire left a large ciuantity of valuable I’ear. and a 

, eleployed as skirmishers. From, 

General Posecrans, the Umon com- time our a.lvaneo was warmly contest. 

mander. now eneigetically nrenircd tr» w. t i V contest, 

41 f 1 ' pioparecl to the enemy’s sharpsliooters occiinicd i 

leca the farmer advance of the enemy, ery position of d/fence, makhm he 1 
- mg emmentrated hi.s scattered forces five miles of the march a steadv .mt 

Let Piei t'd a constant skirmtsh. At Mr.,: Moor 

sum, and Missener’s cavalry, came up ant Schraume, of the Benton Husst 

dark oTLTih r tr 

™ teforo us, and wr 

^ llosecrans prepared to renew the bat- “'1' 


llifi bruve 


HA3nLTl) X IS 01 >]£! L\ll( IX .S. 


reric'ljed a poirit riu thu ctf liili r.i 

the cro^'^-roud, iwo iuile.s Iroiii iiika. il 
was halted for the purpose oi' recoimui- 
trill g", and the line of the skirmishers 
pudied rapiddy forv^ard. Tins lino iiad 
not advaiicml more than o(MJ yard- wiic-n 
they came ujjoii the c-ninaiy dntv. u up in 


Fnriy-t'igiiili Indijiiju, iinrler 
Coioiif;: Eddy, took. p*.^^iUo]i ui! llie left 
of lliu ruad, a liuie in fidyaia'L* of the 
Inittery, and willi its left tlirown forward 
su as to cover the opeii Held on ilieii 
left with liieir fire, 

■* This was the posit ioii when the hut- 
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tnisiiers tvere 
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Oil 
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d by Maj 

01 -Genera i 

.'fler- 

of the column, and tiie 

att: 

Lick. 

bv the 

. 1 
j 

liisg If] 

*1^ ) 

in licrson, 

who had al 

'i'iiY.ai 


eiiry imincahately hegam Tiie ground 
oecupied iiy tile head of my eolunm was 
on the hrow of a, densely wooded liill, 
lailiiig oil' abruptly to the right and left. 
The iiiiderbriish and tiniljcr wore too 
thick to admit of deploynients, and tiu.* 
most that could Ije done was to take a. 
position across the road lyy niarehing the 
leading regiments into position by a tiank 
movement : this was done under a 
heavy fire of musketry, grape, canister, 
and shell. 

The Eleventh Ohio Balteiw was with 
ditliculty got into position on the cre.-l 
of the hill, wdicre it could command the 
road in front of us. The Fifth Iowa, 
itmler the brave Matthias, being the 
leading regiment, was the first in posi- 
tion in the woods to the right of the 
road, with its left resiing near the bat- 
tery. The Twenty-sixth ]\fissouri, under 
ilie resolute Boomer, immediately look 
position on the right of tlip Fifth Iowa. 
The next regiment in the column, the 
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“ The IjiUlie at tliis tiinii hud b'eeoi.ie 
teiTilic, The emnny in den.'-e ma-^M*s 
here down in front, on the right and 
left, showing a deiermimai pnrpCfse 
envelop a.nd crusii the litiie bami in 
front. The ground admitted of no moi'e 


forces being brought into action in Ij'onl 


and our po,sitiou must be held, for the 
enemy once forcing it, his overwhelm- 
ing masses ■would have passed ovvU’ the 
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“Again they rallied, and again the 
battery fell into their hands, but with 
the wavering fortunes of this desperate 
fight the battery again fell into our 
hands *5 with three of its guns spiked, 
and the carriages cut and splintered 
with balls, it is again ready to meet the 
foe. While these events were transpiring 
along the road, the brave G-eneral Stan- 
ley had come to the front, and joining 
his personal exertions to mine, the reg- 
iments that had fallen into disorder were 
rallied and held in position to the close 
of the battle. One of Stanley’s regi- 
ments, the Eleventh Missouri, coniing 
up fresh and eager for action, was pushr 
ed into the right, wheUj uniting its efforts 
with the Fifth Iowa and Twenty-fifth 
Missouri, it made a most gallant fight 
and aided much, first in holding our 
ground against the enemy, and after- 
ward driving him back in confusion to 
the I the cover of the ravine from which the 
attack was begun. 

“An attempt to turn my left flank, 
by a heavy force of the enemy moving 
up the open field and ravine on the left, 
was most signally repulsed by Oolonel 
Perczel with the Tenth Iowa and a sec- 
tion of Immelha battery. Bo bravely 
was this attempt repulsed that the en- 
emy made no more attempts in that 
After this repulse the Fourth 
and nearly every man and Minnesota was withdrawn from the left, 
an easy and ordered to report to General Sulli- 
prey. But this success was short-lived ; van on the right, where it did good 
the hero Sullivan rallied a portion of the service to the close of the action. This 
right-wing, and -with a bravery charac- completed the movements in the front, 
tedzed as audacity, drove the reheb and the battfr was fought and won in 
;1>ack to cover, ■ ' • this position. The Thirty -ninth Ohio, 


liiil and fallen on our unformed column 
in die rear. ,, 

“ Brigadier-General Sullivan, having 
reached the rear of the battle-ground 
with the head of his brigade, placed one 
of his regiments, the Tenth Iowa, under 
tlie gallant Perczel, with a section of the 
Twelfth AYisconsm Battery, on the road 
across the ravine and open field on our 
extreme left, and finding no more of his 
forces could be brought into immediate 
action, placed them in position in re- 
serve, and came gallantly to the front, 
asking to be of service. I immediately 
placed him in charge of the right of the 
line in front, with instructions to hold 
the ground and see that the right flank 
■was not turned by the heavy force of 
the enemy moving in that direction. 

Ooiouel Sanborn, in command of the 
first brigade, most gallantly held the left 
in position until, under a desolating 
carnage of musketry and canister 
brave Eddy was cut down, and his regi- 
ment, borne down by five times their 
nuxnhers, fell back in some disorder on 
the Eiglitieth Ohio, under Lieutenant- 
Colonel Bartelson. The falling back of 
the Forty-eighth exposed the battery. 

As the masses of the enemy advanced, 
the battery opened with canister at a 
short range, mowing down the rebels by 
scores, until, with every officer killed or | direction, 
wounded 

horse killed or disabled, it fell 
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of ?^t;inley\s diYisiou, coming up during 
tlie heat of the contest, could not be 
placed in position to take an active 
part, owing to the want of ground, 
and was placed in reserve near the log 
church, . 

“ From five p.m. until darkness pre- 
vented distinguishing friend from foe, 
tlie battle was fonght along tlie road and 
to the right of it by the Fifth Iowa, the 
IhTeiity-sixth and Eleventh klissoiiri, 
with a bravery that scarcel}" admits of a 
parallel. The enemy, confident in the 
heavy force they had deployed, pashed 
on with frantic desperation, but they 
ivere met by a greater heroism, and, 
though often rallied and driven to the 
charge, they were as often met and 
hurled back to their cover. Against 
this little front the fiercest of the battle 


force under C^emn al K^terliii^^ 1 . j.100 o^,. ^ 3 

not less than eighteen regiments, won 
a glorious victory, lying at night Ciu 
their arms on the field their valor had j 
won, and the ibllowiiig iic truing hiu'ed i 
the fleeing enemy fur fdleek 2uik*~, 
and the pursuit was discontiiiiicd only s ; 

when the powers of itainre Yvc-rc cn- ' ; 

hausted. . . ; ■ 

‘■‘The records of war niay well Ite [ j 

cliallenged to produce a victory iindur ; , 

circumstances and odds so desperate. 1 j 

Ko words of mine can add lustre to 1 I 

the brilliancv of this victorv, and no ' . 

award of prai.se given to those who ; | 

were miles away fi’oin tlie tsattle- field i | 

will detract from the gloi-v iiistlv d'm i ! 

to those heroes who won this audacious i • 

. ! n 

victory. [ 

“ The fearful list of killed ami wound- : [ 



was yvaged. Ckdonel Boomer was cut 
down by a terrible wound, but his reg- 
iment held their ground undismayed. 
The Fifth Iowa, under its brave and ac- 
complished Matthias, held their ground 
against four times their number, mak- 
ing three desperate charges with the 
bayonet, driving hack the foe in disorder 
each time, until with every cartridge 
exhausted, it fell back slowly and sul- 
lenly, making every step a battle-ground 
and every charge a victory. Night 
alone closed the contest, and left us in 
pos.scssion of the field so bravely won. 

i;'. ^ 

“ In closing this report, I shall be 
permitted to embody this summary. On 
the 1 nth instant, my division marched 
nineteen miles, fought a desperate battle 
with seven regimente against a rebel 
14 ^ 


ed ill the few regiments actively engaged, 
shows with what heroism and desperm 
tion this fight was won. 

“ r say boldly that a force of nru. 
more than 2,800 men met and co!n]nt.-r- 
ed a rebel force of ll,00t), on a field 
chosen by Price, and a posilinu natiu’aily 
very strong, and with iis oveny advan- 
tage inuring to the enemy. A. list of 
casualties is herewitli submitlefl ; 

“ It is known that 263 rebel bodies 
were Iniried on and near the field : all 
their severely wounded, numbering over 
400, fell into our hands j the nuinher of 
able-bodied pri.soners who fell into our 
hands is large. I report, witlj the high- 
est satisfaction, but 2f) missing from my 
command. Over 800 stand of arms 
were gathered up on the biitile-fi«*ld, 
mostly of improved patterns, showing 







* ('n.Tti-riiI BosecratiB thud describes his victory in a hur- 
ried di-jpateh written on the evening of the bittle : 

“ CuiuxTH, Miss., October 4, 18{>2. 
"To Majok-Gex'kral II. 6. Guant : 

" Tiiis morning Price imwle a lierce and determined at- 
tack on our right, Van Dv>rn and Ijoveil on our left. The 
contest lasted until half-imt eleven o'clock, and was very 
dftfuny to the enemy. They drove in our centre. Some 
of them penetrated to the Corinth House. Hamilton, 
whose left was on their ma'm line of atfaick, inainkiined 
. hjs gmuof! in all hut one spot, and made an a<ivance — se- 
•' cured the eeatre — with two ifast-raie regiments. Colonel 
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ed from the rebel left to destroy the EarhmVi the doy Golr-iKd Oliver, rrffo 
niilron.d and tohigraph sontli of Bethel, was stationed on the Gliev^di:i ‘.p- 
'' At this time llie rebel right rested posed to the rebel right, dno 'hf. 

south of and on. the Memphis and enemy were likely to over|!OWi.-r hire. 
Charleston E.ailroacl, the centre in the sent in an in'geiit de:iria,Tid f rj- reiiif'vr'V'- 
opon gTonnd Ijolween. tlie roads, and the nients, and they were iIIi;•-!lod^;iT^dv 
left on the Idobile and Ohio Eailroad. him. The enemy, slionlv nfr-T tie-ir 
Ihice commanded the riglit, Van Dorn arrival, attacked ns in large force. 
the left, and Yillipigne the centre. The flanking us on tlie right, but were le-tl 
■rebel advance was made in a line de- in check for nearly an lioiir, wljei) vre 


scribiiig the arc of a circle. 


were compelled to retire. 


“ On Tlnirsday niglit the enemy rested ! o'clock in the afternoon, a new line he- 
in the woods, four or five miles from ing fornied, a chargf3 was made iipori rlio 
Corintli, and early Friday morning (Oe- enemy, and the}* fled in considerable 
tolmr Sd) the attack was resumed by disorder, giving the charging column tni 
driving in our pickets as heretofore, opportunity to recapture several piec<‘S 


^'hey fell back until they reached a mile of artillery taken earlier in the 


or so of Corinth : each .side was reinforced, 


Here oeciiiTed a most unfortunate 


and a general engagement was brought and humiliating mistake. It bus been 
on. But I am anticipating. Skirmish- denied by parties immediately interested, 
ing and heavy cannonading commenced hut others strenuouskr insist upon its 
at an early hour Friday morning, and actual occurrence. 

continued without intermission for three [ “ Two Union regiments sent to assist 

hours, when our troops fell hack slowly j the cliarging coiumu are reported to 
to the right, to bring them more directly have mistaken them for the eueiu}" and 
within supporting distance of the forts, to have fired a most destructive volh?y. 
It was our right which received tlio spo- by which large numbers were killed and 
dial attention of the rebels, and here we wounded, putting the rest to coufiislon, 
suffered terribly. It was on this day and compelling them to retire to tliefr 
that we suffered tlie most and greatest original position. TIsose who deny the 
lo.ss, and the rebels least. We were be- fact of the misdirected volley say that 
tween the redoubts and the enemy, ami the fire came from a body of rebels on 
still so distant that our guns could not their flank. Until this accident, or inci- 
open upon the rebels without endanger- dent, the charge was eminently .^uccess- 
ing our own safety. We lost several ful, and is spoken of as a peculiarly 
brave officers on this day — among them brilliant affair. The fight was contimird 
General Hackleman, who fell at the during the day with varying results, the 
head of his brigade, and General Ogles- advantages being generally with tlic eii- 
by, who was severely and dangerously emy until four o'clock In the aft (.‘moon, 
wounded. when firing ceased. The enemy changed 
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morning to the rebels. The enemy evi- 
dently expected this, and briskly replied. 
Our batteries, ‘Robinett,’ ‘Williams,’ 
and ‘ Phillips,’ were able to bring an 
enfilading fire to bear Upon the enemy, 
which proved so disastrous, that with his 
batteries silenced and reduced he was 
glad to retire out of range to the edge 
of the timber east of the I'plroad. This 
was at six o’clock in the morning. They 
abandoned their guns and threw away 
their caissons and ammunition. The 
Sixty-third Ohio secured the latter, and 
a detachment of the United States In- 
fantry secured one of the rifled field 
pieces, which General Sherman after- 
ward presented them. 

“ The Thirty-ninth Ohio managed to 
secure some of the guns the enemy had 
taken the day before. With the guns and 
caissons, our boys at this time brought in 
100 prisoners, many of them wounded. 

“For a time there were no demon- 
strations on the part of the enemy, and 
they remained altogether quiet in the 
angle of the woods near the railroad. 
Presently two lines were formed, one at 
right angles to the other — the one des- 
tined, with its reserves, to sweep over 
the railroad, through the abattis into the 
village — the other, with its reserves, to 
attack battery ‘Robinett,’ which was 
the key to the whole position. It once 
taken and held, Corinth was undeniably 
in rebel possession. The line destined 
for the occupation of the village came 
rapidly forward at a charge across the 
railroad, over the fallen timber, driving 
the Union fine before them like chaff. 
All that grape and canister could do to 


liis po.fition and retired within the edge i 
of the timber just outside of the town, 
and preparations were made by both 
armies to bivouac and sleep. Dark- 
ness settled like a •funeral pall over 
the battle-field. The glimmer of camp- 
fires was barely discernible through the 
vu]iuae.s of sulphurous smoke which en- 
shrouded alike friend and foe. Ambu- 
lances wmwe moving the mutilated sol- 
diers to the hospitals, and details were 
burying the dead. 

“ At this time Generals McKean and 
Stanley, the latter having arrived from 
Kossuth at four o’clock, took up a posi- 
tion on the Union left, and Hamilton oc- 
cupied the Union right, his right resting 
on the Purdy road, from whence he at- 
tempted to swing in his division two 
hours before, but failed because he wms 
so far north that he would be brought 
to the rebel rear, and thereby cut off. 
Davies occupied the centre, his left join- 
ing the right of Stanley, north of Cor- 
inth, in the bottom near the building 
formerly occupied by General Bragg, 
and latterly by General Halleck as liead- 
quarters. It was in this position that 
bur troops waited impatiently for day 
and a renewal of the battle. 

“ The night passed without any unu- 
sual demonstration, but at half-past 
three a.m., an hour before daylight, Sat- 
urday morning (October 4th), battery 
‘ Robuiett,’ one of the redoubts recent- 
ly constructed, mounting thirty-pounder 
pArrotls, and eight-inch howitzers, and 
cbiarnauded by Lieutenant H. 0. RoM- 
nett, of the First United States Infantry, 
pealed forth a sahUc — a martial good- 





perioa ot seeiuing in 


deep, and advanced under a heavy fire 
of double charges of grape and canister. 
A terrible enfilading and tiauking fire 
was poured, upon them from every bat- 
tery bearing, iii' that direction, aideti b}- 
ineessaiit volleys ' of musketry from Iho 
supports of the batteries, and' the 'Ciiioii 
regiments drawn up in line parallel with 
llieuL 

“ The first shell from batteiy ' Wil- 
liam' exploded in the ceiitz-e of the ad- 
vai icing column, sending thirly or forty 
to their long home, hlvcr}” discharge 
caused huge gaps in their ratsks. An 
eye-witness of that wonderful eliargc 
says that he can compare tlie eifeot of 
our fire to nothing 1ml tlm falling of 
grain before the scythe. This tremen- 
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impede their progress was attempted, 
but still their irresistible progress was 
not stayed. Batteries of light artillery ' 
played upon their front and left inces- 
santly ; their colors were thrice shot 
away ; hut they came still onward, nor 
halted until they reached the public 
square, and formed in line of battle di- 
rectly in front of General Halieck's old 
lieadquarters. Our line of battle was 
formed directly opposite, in the street 
leading past General Rosecrans’ head- 
quarters. 

“ The two armies advanced and eii- 
srafmd in a terrible hand-to-baiid con- 
fiict, and for a time the destruction of 
the ITnioii line seemed inevitable. Our 
army gradually yielded and fell back 
until the enemy had nearly reached the 
Corinth House. Here General Rose- 
crans rode along the line, and in a few 
cheering -words revived the drooping 
courage of the wearied soldiers. Tlie 
enemy’s reserve was at this time directly 
in range of the guns on the redoubts to 
the left, and huge shells began to drop 
in their midst^ whose explosion in the 
solid masses began to create consider- 
able confusion and loss of life. At the 
same time the order was given to 
' charge bayonets.’ At this command 
our bravo soldiers sprang to their work 
•with a will. They attacked vigorously, 
and soon the enemy were flying across 
the public square in wild confusion. The 
explosion of the fiery missiles from the 
two batteries added haste to their move- 
ments, and hy the time they had reach- 
ed the cover of the timber their retreat 
had become a rout. 
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tlTij’*l liiue tliey readied the battery, and “ This was the terniination of the en- 
]>lajited their flag upon the edge. It gagement.” 

was shot down, raised again, and again The enemy, on being repulsed, re- 
sist down. They swarmed about the treated in the direction of Clnw'alla. and 
hattcry ; tlnw climbed over tlie parapets ; at daylight next, morning General Rose- 
they^ fired through tlie eseari>mcnts, and crans set out in purs'.iit, hut did not 
for a lime it seemed as if they had se- C(jme up with them until they had heeii 
cured tiic victory their valor had so driven hack by Generals Hiudbut and 
1‘ichly earned. Dial," who laid taken a position in their 

“ When thev obtained the Ijattery, our 

men who were working it fell back be- of&iai report : 

hind the projecting earth-works, out of .< majoe-gekeuai, u. s. grant : i joined tiie column 
reach from our shells, and immediately command at baif-past seven o’clock this a.m., 

,, , . , , and found that General Hurl but had driven in the ene- 

all the batteries bearing upon the posi- jjjy’s vldettes. and liad skmnished consider.ahly in the 

tion were turned upon hatter}' ‘ Robi- afternoon of the 4 th.- I also found that he made excel- 
, , , T 1 c • --j lent arrangements for the advance to-day. 

nett, and soon a ^ shower of missdcs „ 

were falling like hail upon the brave ill- onem}' began to dispute our advance, first with cavalry, 
traders. No mortal man could with- yw* twr Wantw and artuferj- ia 

j added. The road, naiTow and winding through swamp 
stand the fire, and they retreated, i and jungle, tmd over precipitous rklges, ilcross which at 
Slowly the brave remnant turned their ’ was, with difficulty, dragged by hand, 

unwilling steps toward the for{ 3 si, from j enemy, I have ever seen. They took advantage of 
which thev started, when the order was J swamp and jungle for their infantry, and every 

riven to the two reriments pupportin- i "j'*"' ''“t T “U” -U 

® i 1, & 1 them, generiuly at the double-quick, fur five miles to and 

tlie battery to charge, Jllis order was acre.-s llie llatehle, at navis’ bridge., over wdiich and up 

splendidly execulcfi. The miserable I they had 

^ w •' not time to burn tlie bridge. In driving the enemy we 

remnant of troops wliom the batteries took two batteries and have them, and at the river cap. 
had nearly destroyed were now almost Gured 200 ami "OO prisoners, among whom are field-officers 

annihilated. ,A, few scatieied troops i Onammnt ofthefacttIlatwelladfreqncn^ly 

Were all tlmt remained of the column ^ -attack across open fields and up hills while the enemy 
T ij. 1 J n i were under dense cover, we have lost quite a number of 

which so valiantly attacked the battery 

scarcely an hour before. The dead ! probably a greater number than have the enemy. Gen- 
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rear, and tliiis met them in their re- 
treat. 

eral Veadi was very badly contused by a spent ball .strik- 
ing liim in tlie side. 

‘•I wiil send yott a regimental list of Mlled and 
wTmiided as soon as they can be brought in. General 
Huxlbut has cavalry in pursuit of the enemy, who moved 
<yir K* the sotith about four o’clock this afternofui, our in- 
faulry, vffdcli started from Bolivar at three o’clock a.m. 
yesterday, marching twenty-six miles, and to-day lighting 
lire miles over this coiintiy, imder a fire at short range for 
seven hours, being too rrinch ifitlgoed to pursue to-day ; 
besides, it would take until dark to bring in the wounded. 
The troops in their charge over tlie miserable bridge at 
I.nivj:f Creek, and up the steep Ireyond, exposed to a iriur- 
doruus fire of sheil, grape, and canister, wdtii three of 
their batteries playing upon, them at canister range, how- 
ever, prov€^d that, wherever their oflicers da,re to lead 
them, the men will go. Generals Hurlbut, Teach, and 
Lauman, the former commanding tiie di vision, the latter 
two brigades, did not confine themselves alone to their 
duties as commanders, but did everything that men could 
do to make victory complete. Gallant officers 1 so much 
praise , of them is entirely unnecessary. To their Respective 
staff-officers I must also tidd my sincere thanks for the zeal 
and energy with which they discharged their arduous duties 
throughout the day. To the officers of the. line, and the 
men, from,; what I have seen of, them to-day, I can only 
Bi:vy that, should the fortunes of war continue them under 
my comm, and, it will be my pride to win their conlidence. 
Geheral Teach pushed the enemy with great vigor and 
success in front, until their foroes were so nciuch, increased 
that it became necessary to hrihg up bur reserve under 
command of General Lauman, .which I ordered at onco, 
whereupon the enemy 'were driven , from, their last strong- 
hold, General Lauman showing, by his coolness, energy, 
and courage, that .the front .was his proper place. , 

“ General Hurlbut has reported, to , me that he has gath- 
ered about UdO arms already, thrown away by tiie enemy 
in thedr retreat, iiud expects to coJlect a huge number to- 
mtirrow. The names of liSfi prisoners have already hci-n 
registered, and the;.' arc .still being iitougiii iu. Fruiu the 
liuture of the country over which wij fouglit, iu is iiupus- 
silfie to arrive at any ueenratc estimate of the nuiahcr of 
the enemy, hut this may be inferred from the number of 
arnns thrown away, the quantity of tlieir Jiriillcry, and the 
fact that a portion of their forces engaged against us were 
not at Goriuth. Guns arc hetird to-night iu the direction 
of Corinth. 

“ General Hurlbut will push forward early to-morrow 
morning, as it is presumed General Iloseerans is haritssiiig 
tlie rear of the enemy. .Mj personal staff, Division-!;lur- 
gcou S. B. Davis, Captain Sharjie, and Lieutenant Brown, 
A. I). C., and CapLiiu Hotaling, Second Illinois CaViilry 
and A. D. 0., were, by turns, colonels of regiments, or 
captains of batteries, cheering and leading the men 


VV iieii (xeiieral GTaiit lieard, " says the 
cliroi.ii.cier preiiMii.-Jv ** uf die iui~ 

tiir.e of the coiilljct uii J’dhh c, 

t' ■ ' ■ ' ' O 

its re.sLiifc, he oF'lereu Cieiieiai iliii’ibU’ to 
leaTe Bolivar with the ihrces niielt.-r liis 
coiiiiiiaii,d, witli [bur ruiiuor 

lEarch aero.-,-, die coiiir'i-v diO 
of the H;tl<‘hie uisd 


ana ■ 
bcUiiiiiiiL and 


there iiitercepl Price ii. Id,- |b; 

marclied rapidly and canie up with, tlie 
en,eniy's' advance live miles 'beyoitd the 
Hatcliie, ivest of PocaiiOiitas. An en- 
gagement .resulted, lasting fro.m noon of 
duiiday till nig,[itfa,’il, wlien the enemy 
were d,riveii back three miles, .and lioth 
armies lay upon their .arms till i 'my light 
Monday moniiiig. 

“ Meantime, CTeneralGrdliad aiTivod, 
and took coninianci of .the eoluriiii. TiiO 
battle' waS' renew’ed and, most tiercciy 
contested for several hours in the face 
of topograpMcal difficulties whicii to 
any other army tiian the Arm}' of the 
Boulhwest would be iiisuperabie. The 
road ran uiong the brows of precipitous 
liills, and through swanip.s and jungles 
in some places impassable .to ' horses ' and,; 
urtillery, and tlm men were compelled to 
drag their guns by hand. The enemy 
posted his iidkntry in ihe swamps and 
llilekets uud liis light artillery on ibe 
hills, and endeavored to drive bfwk our 
columns. It was in vain. Our men 
pre.sse.d forward and drov'e tijem from 
their po.sition. d’jieyrecj'ossed the iiaieh- 
ie with such haste and jirecipitaiion that 


thrungh the thicke.a of the light. They .ilw.iys took the 
.-hurteist line to ituiger ou ila; ueM, ;ui-l were niway.-, .m 
hand when wante<i. I commeud them to the vaufidera- 
tiuu of the Goverumeat. E. U. i . Uiue 

llajor-Geiioml.’" 



had not time to bum the bridge, 
and a oother fierce eiigageinieiit was 
fought with the riYer between the two 
armies. Their artillery mms so placed 
east fT the bridge that it coiiimancled 
1hti approacli, l:)ut our brave boys charg- 
ed imjietuously, regardless of the hiil- 
lors, gra.pe, and canister which were 
falling like hail about them. They car- 
ried the rebel position, and drove the 
eiieiriy back upon Eosecrans, 

"Attacked and beaten, front and rear, 
tin,- re was no alternative but flight. 
Tliey jdmiged into the swamps and jun- 
gles, and sought an avenue of escape to 
the soLifchward.'b 

Ilosecraiis now fell back to Chevalla, 
and Ord and Hurlbut to BoH^^ but 
McPliersoii continued the pursuit as far 
as Ripley, when he was ordered to give 
up the chase. 

The scattered renmants of the enemy 
continued their flight to Holly Springs. 

The following is General Rosecrans' I 
official report : 

“ HuAUQUATiTEliS AllMV OF THE ^MISSISSIPPI, \ 
Tmim I)iv., Distbict of West Tej; lessee, [■ 
CoBcsTH, October 2s, 18G2. ’ 

“ Major : I have the honor to submit, 
for the information of the or- Gen- 
eral commanding the district, the follow- 
ing report of the battle of Corinth : 

The rumors which followed llie bat- 
tle of luka were that Price had marclied 
to the vicinity of Ripley, and was being 
Joined by Van Born with all the avail- 
able rebel forces in nortli Mississippi, 
for the ])urpose of capturing Corinth, or 
breaking our line of communication and 
forcing us to retreat toward Columbus. 


liiese rumors gamed strength until 
the 1st of October, when strong cavalry 
scouts sent out for the purpose demon- 
strated the fact that the rebels were 
moving from Ripley ma Ruckersviile, 
and the main body was at Pocahontas. 

“ The question then was, where they 
would strike the main blow ? 

“Equally favorably situated to strike 
either Bolivar, Bethel, Jackson, or Cor- 
inth, which would it be? 

“ Unfortunately for me, there was no 
map of the country northwest of this 
place to be found ; therefore I could not 
tell whether to expect a strong demon- 
stration here to bold us in suspense 
while the blow was struck elsewhere, or 
vice versa. Rumors that the attack was 
to take the direction of Jackson or Bol- 
ivar, via Bethel, were so rife, and the 
fortifications nf Corinth were so well 
known to the rebels, that I had hopes 
they woulcl undertake to mask me, and, 
passing nortli, give me an opportunity 
to boat the masking force and cut off 
their retreat. 

'‘This hope gainocl some strength 
from the supposed difficulties of the 
country lying in the triangle formed by 
the Memphis and Gliaideston, the Mobile 
and Ohio railroads and Cypress Creek. 

“ To be prepared for event ualities, 
Hamilton’s and Stanley’s divisions were 
placed just beyond Bridge Creek, the in- 
fantry outposts were called in from Tuka, 
Burnsville, Rienzi, and Danville, and the 
outpost at Chevalla retired to Row Al- 
exander, and strengthened by another 
regiment and a battery, early on the 
morning of the 2d. 
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“During that day evidences increas- 
ed, showing the practicability of the 
country northwest of us, and disclosecl 
the fact, not before known, that there 
were two good roads from Che valla 
eastward, one leading directly into the 
old rebel intrenchments, and the other 
crossing over into the Pittsburg Land- 
ing road. 

“Accordingly, the following disposi- 
tion of the troops for the rSd was order- 
ed at half-past one o’clock a.m, of that 
dav, viz. : 

“ There being indications of a pos- 
sible attack on Gorinth, immediately the 
following dispositions of troops will be 
made : General McKean with his divi- 
sion will oeciipy the present position ; 
General Davies will occupy the line he- 


McKeaii on the left, with an advance of 
three reghiicnts of infantry and a section 
of artillciT uiidei’ Goionei ^ jliver on the 
Ciievalk roa-l. ai or nour A f'cmnderV., 
beyond ihc rc];ol la'ea.'^twork.-, Ths- ojiV- 
alry were disposed as follows : A bat- 
talion at Durnsville, iO. Roiiinev's 
Mill, on the Jucinio ntid P.oHin'n j-Oiol; 
Colon'.*] Lee, with IIk.! boventh Kan -os 
and a part of the .^cvenih Jliiiiois ai 
Kossuth and Ihunyvard. watcliinc the* 
rebels’ ri'dit flank ; Goionei Hatch and 
Captain "Wdleux on the ea-t aii'I noj’tli 
fronts, covering raid rc'coiinoitritig, 

“The reason.s for the.se dispositions 
flow oliviously from the loregoing t*x- 
pflaiiatioiiS of our ignorance of the 
north we.storly apjproach, ami of the pos- 
sibility that the rel>eD loighl threaten 
us on the Clievtilla and attack us by tlie 
Smith’s Bridge road on the Ic'fr, or go 
round and try us with liis main force on 
the Purdy, or even Pittsburg Xaindirig 
road. 

“ The general plan wltich was ex- 
plained to the divi.sion <*ommander,s 
verbally on the iiioniing, wns to liokl 
the enemy at arm’s length by approach- 
ing him strongly in our assumed po.^-i- 
tions, and when his force became fully 
developed and he lud assumed a posi- 
tion, to take a position wliich would 
ffive us the use of our batteries and the 

'O.' , j I 

open ground in the ticinity of Corinth, 
the exact position to ho clefcrmined by 
events and the movements of tlie enemy. 

“ Earlv in the morning the advance 
under Colonel Oliver found strong indi- 
cations that the pressure under which lie 
had retired on the 2d came from the ad- 


General Hainilton Avith his division will 
take position between the rebel works 
on the Purdy and on the Hamburg 
roads ; and: Getteral Stanley will hold 
his division in reserve at or near the old 
headquarters of Major-General Grant. 

“ The respective divisions will he 
formed in two lines, the second line be- 
ing either in line of battle or close col- 
umn by division, as their circumstances 
may require. 

“ The troops were ordered to move 
toward their positions, with 100 rounds 
of ammunition and three days’ rations 
per man, by three o’clock A.31. 

“ These dispositions were made, and 
the troops at nine o’clock on the morn- 
ing of the 3d occupied the positions 
shown on the accompanying map. Ham- 
ilton on the right, Davies on the centre, 
148 ;*■ 
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Tuiicing foe, and accordingly took a 
stroiig position on a kill near tlie angle 
of the rebel breast- works, with his three 
regiments and a section of aiTilleiy. 

“ i^y nine o’do<jk the enemy began to 
press them sharply and outflank them. 
Brigadier-General i^rcArlhur, -wlioni I 
had re( [nested to go to the front, report- 
ed wide-s])read ln.it slack skirimsliiiig, 
and said the hill was of great value to 
the advancing force. I ordered him to 
hold it pretty firmly with that view. 

“ About ten o’clock word came that 
the enemy were pressing the point hot- 
ly, and that reinforcements were re- 
quired, or they must yield the position. 
Supposing its importance was properly 
understood, and that it was held in sub- 
ordination to tlie general views of its 
use, whicli -were explained, I directed 
General Davies to send up from his po- 
sition two regiments. 

“ But it proved that General McAr- 
thur had taken iij) four more regiments 
from McKean'S division, and was con- 
testing the ground almost as for a battle. 
It wnis probahiy this which induced 
General Davies to ask permission to rest 
his right on the rebel intrenchments, 
and to which, I consented, adding the 
verbal order to Lieutenant- Colonel Du- 
cat, that he might use his Judgment 
about leaving his present for that posi- 
tion, but in no event must he cease to 
touch the left on McArthur’s right. 

“ The advance was made to the breast- 
work as shown in the drawing, leaving 
an interval between McArthur’s right 
and Davies^ left. The enemy developed 
Ills forces along that line as McArthur 


retired from his position, which gave the 
rebels an opportunity to advance behind 
Davies’ left, and forced it, after obstinate 
resistance, to fall hack rapidl}^ about 
1,000 yards, losing two heavy guns. 

“ Our troops fought with the most 
determined courage, firing very low. 
At one r.M., Davies having resumed the 
same position lie had occupied in iLo 
morning, and McArthur’s force having 
fought a heavy force, it became evident 
that the enemy were in full strength, 
and meant mischief. LlcKenn, with 
Crocker’s brigade, had seen only skir- 
mishers ; there were no signs of any 
movements on our left, and only a few 
cavalry skirmishers on our right. It was 
pretty clear that we were to c.xpect the 
weight of the attack to fall on our cen- 
tre, where hopes had been given of our 
falling back, 

‘‘ Orders were accordingly given to 
McKean, to fail back to the next ridge 
beyond our intrenchments, to toucli his 
right on Davies’ left, for Stanley to 
move northward and eastward, to stand 
in close echelon, but nearer town. 
General Hamilton was ordered to face 
toward Cheinlla, and move down until 
his left reached Davies’ right. Davies 
was informed of these dispositions, told 
to hold his ground obstinately, and then, 
when he had drawn them in strongly, 
Hamilton would swing in on their front, 
and rear, and close the day. Hamilton 
was carefully instructed on this point, 
and entered into the spirit of it. 

“ Owing to loss of time in conve 3 dng 
ordex’s to Generals McKean and Davies, 
the orders were less perfectly conformed 
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to, but nothing materially injurious re- 
sulted therefrom. But owing to the 
tremendous force with which the enemy 
pressed Davies back, Stanley was called 
v.'itli his division, with his batteries, and 
sent a brigade under Colonel Mower to 
support Davies, "whose right liarl at last 
hocomo hotly engaged. Mower came 
lip while Davies was contesting a posi- 
tion near the White House, and Hamil- 
ton hegan. to swing in on the eiiemyls 
hank, across the Coliimhia Railroad, 
through a very impracticable thicket, 
when niglit closed in and put an end to 
the operations for the day. 

‘'We had now before us the entire 
army "winch the rebels could muster in 
liortliorn Mississippi, Tan Dorn com- 
manding (Price's army, Tan D<.»n"i’s 
army, Tillipigue, and the remnant of 
Breckinridge’s corps). The}’" were in 
the angle between the 3k[cmphis and the 
Columbus roads. Our left was compar- 
atively free ; our right voiy assn liable. 
They outnumbered us, probably, two to 
one, 

“ The plan was to rest onr left on 
the batteries extending from battery 
Robinett, our centre on the slight ridge 
north of the houses, and onr right on 
the high ground covering both the 
Pittsburg and Purdy roads, "while it also 
covered the ridge roads between them 
leading to their old camps. IHcKean 
had the extreme left, Stanley, with his 
■\?ell-tried division, batteries Williams 
and Robinett, the Memphis Railroad 
and the Ohevalla road extending nearly 
to the Columbus road. Davies’ tried di- 
vision "was placed in the centre, which 


was retired, reaching to battery Powell ; 
'Haiiiiltoii’s staimch figlitin^g division was 
on the right with Dillon's batteiy. sup- 
ported by two regiments, on the [u-ol-jii- 
gation of Davies’ line. 

“ The design of General HaTuilton 
was to use. the hill where tl'ie hotteries 
stood against an approach irmrithf; west, 
where Siiilivan found, tin;' {Uion'iy rm the 
last evening. Against bedter judg- 
ment, expressed to him at t'lio time, I 
yielded to his wishes, and allowed tiie 
occiipatioii as described. 

“Early in the evening I called the 
chiefs of divisions together, and explain- 
ed to them their plans, and having su- 
pervised the: position, retired -at "ihrco 
A.M. on i;hf.i 4.th i.o take some I 

was soon a. roused ly the opening nf tlio 
enemy’s artillery, whicli he had planted 
witliiii GOO yards of battery Rcd.-fineit. 

“ Tl'iis early opening gave pri'cnise of 
a hot day's vrurk ; hut the heavy ])aller- 
ies and tlu' T’eritli Ohio, plaeeii imrfh of 
General .Hallc'clv’s hea<h|iiarters, silom/ed 
them ]y sevem o’cb'nrk, and tl'icrit wris aa 
interval of an liour, wludi was em|doyed 
in going over our lines. 

“ About seven o'cioek, the skinnidmr"' 
which we had sent into the wiKids on 
our front, hv their not lirinLO pi’oclnimed 
the presence of their foj'ces })repari!"sg 
for the assault. Soon the heads of slieir 
columns were seen emerging to atta<‘k 
our centre, on Davies first, Stanley next, 
and Hamilton last. ^ 

“ I shall leave to pens dipped in poetic 
ink to describe the gorgeous pyroieehnics 
of the battle, and paint in words of lire 
the heroes of the fight. ’’’ 
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“ I will only add that when Price’s “ They, however, gallantly re-formed 
left boro dowm on our centre in gallant and advanced again to the charge, led 
style, their force was so overpowering by Colonel Rogers of the Second Texas, 
tliat our wearied and jaded troops yield- “ This time they reached the edge of 
ed and fell back, scattering among the the ditch, but the deadly musketry fire 
houses. 1 had the personal mortifica- of the Ohio brigade again broke them, 
tion of witnessing this untoward and and at the word Charge ! the Eleventh 
untimely stamjiede. ]\IissoLiri and Twenty-seventh Ohio 

“ Riddled and scattered, Die ragged sprang up and forward at them, cltas- 
head of Price’s right storming column ing their broken fragments back to the 
advanced to near the house north side woods. 

of the square, in front of General “Tims by noon ended the battle of 
Halleek’s headquarters, when it was the 4th of October, 
greeted with a storm of grape from a “ After waiting for the enemy’s re- 
section of Immers battery, soon rein- turn a short time, our skirmishers began 
forced by the Tenth Ohio, which sent to advance, and found that their skir- 
them reeling back, pursued by the Fifth mishers were gone from the field, leav- 
Miiinesota, which advanced to them ing their dead and wounded, 
from ilieir position near the depot. “ Having ridden over it and satisfied 

“General Sullivan wnis ordered and myself of the fact, I rode all over our lines 
promptly advanced to the support of announcing the result of the fight in per- 
General Davies’ centre. Ills right ral- son, and notified our victorious troops 
lied and retook battery Powell, into that after two days’ fighting, two almost 
which a few of the storming column had sleepless nights of preparation, move- 
penetrated, while Hamilton having play- ! ments, and march, I wished them to re- 
ed upon the rebels on his right, over the plenish their cartridge-boxes, haversacks, 
opening, effectively swept by his artil- and stomachs, take an early sleep, and 
lery, advanced by them and they fled, start in pursuit by daylight. 

The battle was over on the right. “Returning from this I found the 

“During all this the skirmishers of gallant McPherson with a fresh brigade 
the left were moving on our front. A on the public square, and gave him the 
line of battle was formed on the bridge same notice, with orders to take the ad- 
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casional attacks, lioweYei'v were made on 
each. other's. posts, with varjing results. 

At Plyiiioiitli, in. Aorth CJarolimn a 
Union gamson of 300 .iiieii, principally 
composed of . Hawkins' Zoiiares, luiiler 
the ■. comniand of Sergeant Green, 
captured a much larger iiumlier of 
the enemy, who attempted to surprise and 
capture the town. Thirty of the sr-cevs- 
sionists were killed, and forty, vrilh their 
commanding oiScer, captured, while the 
Unionists lost hut four men in all. 

The enemy, in their attempt upon 
Washington, Is. C.j garrisoned l.»y g|.p, 
Massachusetts troops and a Union 
iSTorth Garolina regiment, met with great- 
er success, iiaving succeeded in siirpris- 
ing and entorim? the town. Thev were 
finally, however, di’iven out Iw the aid 
of the gun-boats, with great loss. 

A more formidahlo e.xpedilion, eoin- 
posed of land and naval forces, 
was finally orgattizod by General 
Foster, which he commanded in person, 
to operate in the interior of Xortli Car- 
olina. Poster sncMiceded in driving the 
cneiny from Williamtoii and Hamilton, 
and advancing within eleven miles of 
Tarhoro' ; but being dLsuppoinfed in ob- 
taining reinforcements and supplies, he 
returned to Kewbern, -wiihoiit baving 
accomplished IukS main purpose, of sur- 
prising and capturing a body of Con- 
federate troops reported in that neigh- 
borhood, and of pushing on eventnully to 
Weldon and securing possession of that 
important point of raihrav communica- 
tion between Tirginia and the Carolhias. 

In South Carolina, though there had 
been a long suspension of active hos- 


tie more than half their numbers, and 
they fled, leaving their dead and wound- 
ed on the field. 

The enemy loss in killed was 1,423 
officers and men ; their loss in wounded, 
taking the general average, amounts to 
5,692. We took 2,248 prisoners, among 
whom are 137 field officers, captains, and 
subalterns, representing 53 regiments of 
infiintry, 16 of cavalry, 13 batteries of 
artillery, and seven battalions, making 
GO regiments, six battalions, and 13 bat- 
teries, besides separate companies. 

We took also 14 stands of colors, 
two pieces of artillery, 3,300 stand of 
arms, 4,500 rounds of ammunition, and 
a large lot of accoutrements. The en- 
emy blew up several wagons between 
Corinth and Che valla ; and beyond Che- 
valla many ammunition wagons and 
carriages were destroyed, and the 
ground was strewn with tents, officers' 
mess chests, and small-arms. We pur- 
sued them forty miles in force and sixty 
miles with cavalry. Our loss was only 
.315 killed, 1,812 wounded, and 232 
prisoners and missing. 

‘Ht is said the enemy were so demor- 
alized and alarmed at our advance, they 
set fire to the stores at Tupello, but 
finding we wmre not close upon them, 
extinguished the fire and removed the 
public stores, except two car-loads of 
bacon which they destroyed. 

“ W. S. Rosecrans, Major-General." 

While large armies were contending, 
and the war was being waged with 
great activity on the borders, both an- 
tagonists at the extreme South Remained 
for some time comparatively inert. Oc- 
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of October. The command devolyed 
upon Brigadier-General J . M. Bran- §^1. 
nan, whose report of the expedi- 21. 
tion is as follows : 


tilitw great preparations were made for 
cann'ing on the coiile.st with renewed 
vigor. General Hitchell, having satis- 
iled the Government of his innocence of 
the charges preferred against his conduct 
while in Tcmio.sseo, was restored to ac- 
tive duty and placed in command of 
tliG Department of the South, from 
which Gcmeral llimter iiad been recalled. 

Arriving at Hilton Head on the ISlIi of 
Septeiiibor, Hiichell at once inspired the 
troops with some of liis own eagerness 
for action, and inaugurated his assump- 
tion of command by a successful exj^edi- 
Oct. against the enemy on St. 

3* John’s River, in Florida. 

The enemy, kept in con.stant anxiety 
for the safety of their seaport towns, 
continued to increase tlieir coast defences. 

The old forts were strengthened, new ones 
erected, and iron-clad gun-boats built to 
protect Charleston, Savannah and Mobile. 

General Beauregard, whose sudden 
gjip, disappearance from the field had 
given rise to so much vague conjec- 
ture, was again summoned to active 
duty as the commander-in-chief of the 
Coast Department, with his headquar- 
ters at Charleston. 

General Mitchell gave another proof 
of enterprise in organizing an expedi- 
tion to interrupt the enemy’s communi- 
cations between Savannah and Charles- 
ton. Mitchell was to have commanded cotaligi 
the expedition in person, but was pre- with tl 



CHARLESTO^q- A¥I> SAVANNAH. 


Third lihode Island Yolimteers, in ac- ^ 
coi-daiice with my orders, delivered ear- 
ly that morning, proceeded direct to the 
Coosawhatchie Kiver to destroy the rail- 
road and railroad bridges in that vicin- 
ity, The other gun-boats and transports 
did not all arrive until about eight a.m., 
October 22, 1862. I immediately efiect- 
ed a landing of my artillery and irifaii- 
"’try at Mackay’s Point, on the junction 
of the Pocotaligo and Tillifiny rivers. 
I advanced without delay in the direc- 
tion of the Pocotaligo bridge, sending 
hack the transports I'lora and Darling- 
ton to Port Royal Island for the cavalry. 

“ The first brigade was in advance, 
with a section from First United States 
Artillery, followed by the second bri- 
gade, with a section of the Third Unit- 
ed States ^Artillery and three boat how- 
itzers, which Cap t. S te adman , command- 
ing the naval forces, kiridly furnished 
for this occasion — and a detachment of 
forty-five men from the Third Rhode 
Island Yolunteor Artillery, under Cap- 
tain Comstock, of that regiment, and 
followed by Colonel Brown’s commamL 
On advancing about five and a half 
miles, and debouching upon an open, 
rolling country, the rebels opened upon 
us with a field battery, from a position 
on the plantation known as Castoifs. 
I immediately caused the first brigade to 
deploy, and, bringing my artillery to tlie 
front, drove the rebels from this posi- 
tion. They, however, destroyed all the 
small bridges in the vicinity, causing 
much delay in my advance. These, 
with the aid of the engineer corps, wore 
reconstructed, and I followed up the re- 


treat of the rebels with all haste practi- 
cable. 

“ I had advanced about a cpiarter of 
a mile, farther, wiieii a battery ligniii 
opened on me from a position on the 
plantation called Franipton. 

The rebels here had every udvaj:- 
tage of ground, . being enseoitced in a 
wood, with. a deep swamp, passable only 
by a narrow causeway (the bridge on 
which had been destroyed), while on 
our side of the swamp and along the 
entire front and flank of the enemy (ex- 
tending to the swamps) wuis an impervi- 
ous thicket, intersected by a deep water 
ditch,, and pjassable only by a nai'ruw 
road. Into this wnjod- the .rebels ihrew 
a most terrific fire of grape-shot, shell, 
canister, and musket-halls, killing ami 
wounding great numbers of ■ my com- 
mand. 

‘ ‘ Here the ammimition for the fiehl- 
pieces fell short, and though the infan- 
try acted with great courage and deter- 
mination, lliey were twice dri^'en out of 
the woods with great slaughter by the 
overwhelming lire of the enemy, whose 
missiles tore tlnn^ugh the woods like 
liail. 

“ I had -warmly responded to ibis lire 
with the sections of the First and Tiiird 
United States Artillery and Ike boat 
howitzers, until, fiiiding my amrnunhiori 
about to fail, and seeing tiiat any flaiik 
movement wnis in-ipossible, I pressed the 
first brigade forward through the thicket 
to the verge of the swamp, and sent liie 
section of First United States Artillery, 
weil supported, to the {‘ausew'uy on the 
farther side of the road, leaving the 
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second brigade, witli Colonel Brown's wliatcliio road, joining that from ]\rac- 
rommaud, the section of the Third Unit- kay’s Landing, runs through a swamp 
ed States Artillery and the boat howit- to Pocotaligo bridge ; here the rebels 
as a line of defence in my rear. opened a murderous fire upon us from 
“The effect of this bold movement batteries of siege-guns and field-pieces 
was immediately evident in the precipi- on the farther side of the creek. Our 
tale retreat of the rebels, who disap- skirmishers, however, advanced boldly 
poared in the wood.s with amazing ra- to the edge of the swamp, and from 
pidity. The infantry of the first bri- what cover they could obtain did consid- 
ga.de immediately plunged through the erablo execution among the enemy. The 
swamp (parts of which were nearly up rebels, as I had anticipated, attempted a 
to tlicir armpits) and started in pursuit, flank movement on our left, but for some 
Some delay was caused by the bridge reason abandoned it. The ammunition 
having been destroyed, rendering the of the artillery here entirely failed, ow- 
passage of the artilleiy impossible ; ing to the caissons not having been 
however, this difficulty was overcome, brought on, for want of transportation 
and with iny full force I pressed forward from Port Royal, and pieces had to be 
on the retreating rebels at this point, sent back to renew it. The bridge 
Apprehending, from the facility which across the Pocotaligo was destroyed, and 
the rebels possessed of heading Pocotaligo the rebels from beliind their earth-works 
Creek, that they would attempt to turn continued a tremendous fire on the only 
iny left flank, I sent an infantry regi- approach through the swamp. Night 
nient, with a boat howitzer, to my left, was now closing fist, and seeing the ut- 
to strike the Coosawhatchie road. ter hopelessness of attempting anything 

“The position which I here found further against the force which the en- 
proved, as I had supposed, to be one of emy had concentrated at this point from 
great natural advantage to the rebels, Savannali and Charleston, with an army 
the ground being higher on that side of of much inferior force, unprovided with 
the swamp, and a firm open field for the ammunition, and not having even suffi- 
working of their artillery, which latter cient transportation to remove the 
they formed in a half-circle, throwing a wounded, who were lying writhing 
concentrated fire on the entrance to the along our entire route, I deemed it ex- 
wood we had just passed. The rebels pedient to retire on Mackay’s Point, 
left in their retreat a caisson full of am- which I did in successive lines of de- 
munition, which latter, fortunately fit- fence, burying my dead and carrying our 
ting the boat howitzers, enabled us at a wounded with us on such stretchers as 
later period of the day to keep up our we could manufacture from branches of 
fire when all other ammunition' had trees and blankets, etc., and receiving 
- failed. Still pursuing the flying rebels, no molestation from the rebels, embark- 
I $,ii'ived at that point where the Coosa- ed and returned to Hilton Head on tlie 






23d instant. 'Facts turned to sliow that 
the rebels were perfectly acquainted 
with all our plans, as the}' had evidently 
studied our purpose with care, and liad 
two lines of defence — Gaston and Frainp- 
ton — before falling back on Poeotaligo. 
where, aided by theii' field-works and 
favored by the nature of the ground and 
tlic facility of concentrating troops, 
they evidently purposed niakiiig a de- 
termined stand, and, indeed, tlie ac- 
counts gathered from prisoners lea^^e no 
doubt but that the rebels had vej'y accu- 
rate iiiformatioii of our movements. 

‘‘I greatly felt the want of the caval- 
ry, who, in consequence of the trans- 
ports having grounded in Broad lliver, 
did not arrive till nearly four p.m., and 
who, in the early part of the day would, 
perhaps, have captured some field-pieces 
in the open country wo were in, and 
would, at all events, have prevented the 


j coiLduet of Fii’st Lii.mtenunt Guy T, 
: Henry, First Uniied fiuites Ariiliejj, 
j comm-andiiig a section of light artillerv. 
I His pieces were serve*! a'linirably 
I tbrouglnnit the emire engagement. He 
I Iiad two lioi'ccs sliot. "iriie section of 
I Tliirt.l [jniled f'tutos Artillerv, commaiid- 
I ed In- First Lieutenant E. tb-ttimc'. 

I Tliird '[Jiiited folates Artillery, wus also 
I well served. Tfe being wounded in fhe 
I latter part of tin* day, his sedion was 
commanded by ]./ieutenaijt Homy. 

Tlie three bout bowiti^ers iurnishecl 
by Captain Steadman, United States 
Xav}', commanding tlie naval force.Sf 


I were served well, and the offi 


e onicers corn- 


destruction of tlie bridge in the rear of 


the rebels. 


I niaiiding them, with tlieir crews, as also 
the detachment of Third llliode Island 
Yoliinteer.-;, dcsfU'vo great credit foi* their 
coolness, skill, and gallantry. The oth- 
cers commanding tdunse guns a,re ;ts fol- 
lows : Lieutenant Lloyd riunnix, En- 
signs James Wallace, Laiaie F. ..idams, 
and Frederick Pearson. 


“ G-reat praise is due to the brigade 
and regimental commanders hn* their 
calm and determined courage during the 
entire day, and for the able maimer in 
which they handled their several com- 
mands. 

“ Colonel Barton, Forty-eiglith Bogi- 
ment Xew York State Yoluiiteers, as 
wdil be seen from his accompanying re- 
port, partially effected the object of his 
movement on Ooo.sawhatchie, but meet- 
ing with lOO strong a fore.o of ihc rcdi- 
els, was obliged to rc-einburk. 

“I desire to call the atteiition of Iho 
^kfajor-Genera] cominmiding lire i)e})art- 
ment to the gallant and distinguished 


"The conduct of my entire staff — 
Captain Louis J'. Lambert, assi.-itant ad- 
jutant-general : (.laptalii J. Coryidi, as- 
sistant quartermaster ; Lieutenants Ira 
V. Germain and George YT Bacon, aids- 
de-camp — gave me great jileasure aiid 
satisfaction, ^ly orders were transmit- 
ted by them, in the hottest of the battle^ 
tvith great rapidity and correctneB.s. 

“ To Colonel Serrell Xew York Tol- 
iuiiecn’ Engi:i'‘er.s, who iu-teil no lol 
ditiujjal :i.id-do-('.aiiij’. I am nuadi iuidelji.- 
(pl. Ui.s energy, iierfeei co'jpie.'-^, aodi 
liravoi’V'' were sources (T niueh gi";i,ii!ica 
lion to me. Orders LVum im; we.!‘" 
executed by him in a very satisfaeTory 
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proposed to command it. I was not as- 
signed to the command till a few hours 
previous to the sailing of the expedition 


Lieutenant Hill, signal-officer, 
his duties with great ju'ompt- 
a<'te!l, also, as additional akl- 
:md gave me much assistance 
uif niv orders duriii" the en- 






tember 23d) and Poncliatouia (Soptern- | The re'ifult k tli?is in the nffieial 

ber 25th), though spiritedly condncted, report : 

failed in accomplishing .their purpose of ‘‘St. fjcu^r i-ce. 

demolishing the enemy's fortillcations at “3Luoii-G.7.xE!iAfJJAFj.r..Ea (■h:\ iiKM^is-iJuniF. 
the former place, and surprising Goiiorai : 

Jefferson Davis in his head(:|uartG.rs at ‘‘’Our arms are tmtirfdv succe-'.-fuI 
th.e latter. A subsequent att.ack upon j again iii nortluvesi Arkan.-ris. 
Donaldsonville and Labadieville (Oc- j “ General .'^clioiiehl. ihi*liija’ ihsi'. 
tober 29) was more suecesHfiil, and re- enemy hu'l cani|)ed at Pea, Ui>.lge. s.'.-iU. 
suited in the occupation of Thibodeaux. General Dluiit. with the iirst division, 
After the evacuation ofAihunsas by westwcurd, and moved torrard Hunts- 
General Curtis, the enemy rvere left villo with ihe rest of his forces, 
free to combine their forces and act on ‘‘ Gen. Blunt, by iiiukinga Iiard Liiglit's 
the olTensive. They aecordingly mus- march, reached and attacked tlie relml 
tered a considerable body of tro(j 2 :)S and i Ibree at 3raysville. near the iairthwest 
crossed the borders of Arkansas into I corner of Arku-mas. at sovt.m o'clock on 
iMivSSOiiri. the mornhig of the 22d iuslanl. 

Having occupied hTewtonia, near Sar- “The eueiny were eslimateil at from 
coxie, they succeeded in repulsing the 5,00f) to 7,099 strong, 
advance, under General Salomon, of the “The engagement lasted about an 
Sep, Union army, which, though inferior hour, and resulted in the total rout of 
29. in force, had impriidentl}^ attempted the enemy, with the ]o.ss of hi.s artillery 
to drive them out. The main body of the — a battery ol' six pounders — a ki’ge 
Unionists, under General Schofield, com- number of hoi’ses, and a portion of 
iiig up a few days subsequently, attack- their transportaiion and garrison equip- 
ed the enemy at HewTonia, and after a | inents. 

struggle of two hours putting them to j “ OuiMXivahy and light howitzers were 
rout, drove them : back again into Ark- still in pursuit of their' sc forces 

aiisas. General Schofield now marched when the messenger left, 
his force to Cassville, on the borders, “ Our loss ■was small, 
ready to oppose any further attempts at | “ General Schofield pursued General 

invasion. ! Hindman beyond Huntsville, coming 

Missouri had been thus again freed close upon hin'i, when his forces precip- 
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Iiis illness abated for a time the enerf»:y 
of his operations. In the mean tijiio the 
enemy mustered their forces and threat- 
ened another incursion into Missouri. 


General Sc*holicdd. notwithstandihg the 
importance of his position on the bor- 
fhij's of Ai-kansas, was, in consequence 
of his want of sup[dies, forced to ahan- 
iloii it and fall back to Springfield, where 


ViirioiK Oj iiiiion? hi reg-Jird to the effect of Emancipatioa upon the War. — Negro Insurrection differently viewed —Shrewd 
I’oiicy <ii ilic Emancipationists. — ^Time for Action.— Pressure on Mr. Lincoln. — ^His Hesitation overcome. — The 
l*r(;niflerit's Proclamation of Freedom. — How received at the North.— By the Parties. — By the People. — By the 
Army. — By the Border States. —The Effect of the Proclamation in the Seceded States. — ^Action of Confederate Con- 
gress.— Savage Resolution.s.— Effect of the Proclamation in Europe. — Opinions of the Pod, London Tmcn, 

llanchester Quurdkin, Morning Meim, and .SW.— -Too early to judge of the effects of the Emancipation Proclamation 
ujion the Slaves. 




® Mr- Lincoln, ■when, urged by a delegation of the citizens 
of Cbicago to issue a proclamation of emancipation, answer- 
ed that it would be like the Pope’s bull against the conidt. 
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iS'ortli before urging upon their coiisid- 
eration the polic}^ of emancipation. 

The disastrous close of tlie campaigns 
of our armies in Yirginia and the West, 
and the audacious attempts at invasion 
of the Northern States by the enemy 
wliich followed, created a dissatisfaction 
with the past conduct of the war that 
seemed favorable to a change of meas- 
ures. The emancipationists eagerly 
seized the occasion to urge upon the 
President tlie adoption of their policy. 
ITo is believed to have long resisted 
their importunate solicitations, but fin- 
ally yielded to a pressure, the weight 
of wliich, by his own confession, had 
sorely tried his powers of endurance, 
llis s<’iru.piilous regard for constitutional 
obligations, his politic cautiousness, his 
common sense, and natural benevolence 
caused him to hesitate in adopting a pol- 
icy of questionable legality, of doubtful 
acceptance, of probable impracticabil- 
ity,* and of possible inhumanity. Over- 
coming his Iiesiration at last, the emanci- 
pationists prevailed upon the President 
to issue this proclamation, the severity 
of which he, with cliaractoiistic kindli- 
ness of nature, strove to temper by mak- 
ing its operation prospective and condi- 
tional : 

“ WAsnixGTOJf, September 22, 1862, 

“ I, Abraham Lincoln, President of 
the United States of America, and Com- 
mander-in-Oliief of the army and navy 
thereof, do hereby proclahn and declare 
that hereafter, as heretofore, the war will 


be prosecuted for theojhjcct of pra.fticfdly 
restoring the coristituti^onil relation be- 
tween the,, United Stales and the jieople 
thereof in which ■ S,tatys liiut relatimi is, 
or may be, , suspended or disturbed; 
that it is my purpose. uj)on the next, 
meeting of fJongress. to again ri,'Coiii- 
mend the adoption of a pi-acii'-al tne-ar- 
ure tendering pecuniary aid to the tree 
acceptance or rejection of ail the slave 
States, so-called, the people wlierr'id* 
may not then be in rebellion against tlio 
United States, and wliieli Slates may 
then, have voluntarily a(]o|.>ied or thet‘e“ 
after may voluntarily adopt the imme- 
diate or gradual abolition of sla^'emy 
within their respective limits ; and that 
the effort to colonize pei’sons of Afric’an 
descent, vritli their consent, upon the 
continent or elsewhere, -wish the previ- 
ously obtained coriseiit of tho govern- 
ments existing there, will lie contimied ; 
that, on the first day of January, in the 
year of our Lord one thousand eight 
hundred ami sixty-three, all persons 
held as slaves will an any State, cu' any 
designated ]virl of a State, the people 
whereof shall then ]»c lu n.-la/liioii against 
the United States, shall be then thenec- 
forwavd and i'orevttr free, and the Lx- 
ecutive Government of the United Suites, 
includingthe military and naval authority 
thereof, will recognize and maintain the 
freedom of such persons, and will do no 
act or acts to repress such persons, or 
any of them, in any eflbrt tliey may 
make for their actual freedom ; that the 
Executive will, on the first day of 
January aforesaid, by proclamation, des- 
ignate Ihe States and parts of States, if 



'! r ^ 
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any. in wliicli Iho people thereof respect- ed, That this act shall take effect from 
ively sha.ll then he in rebellion against and after its passage, 
the Uiiiled States : and the hud' that any ‘‘ Also to the ninth and tenth sections 
State;, or the people tliereof, shall on that of an act entitled, ‘ An Act to suppress 
duy Im* in g«jod faith represented in tlie insurrection, punish treason and rehel- 
Congi’css of the United States by mem- lion, to seize and confiscate property of 
hers chosen thereto at elections wherein rebels, and for other purposes,’ approved 
a majority of the qualified voters of sutdi July 17th, 18G2, and which sections arc 
State slnill have pai'ti<;ipated. shall, in tlic in the words and figure following ; 
absence of strong eoautcrvuiliiig testimo- Section 9. — Ajid he it farther enact- 
iiy, be deemed conclusive evidence that ed, That ail slaves of persons wlio shall 
such State and the people thereof have hereafter be engaged in rebellion against 
not been in rebellion against the United the (Toveriiment of the United States, 
States. or wlio shall in any way give aid or 

''That attention is hereby called to comfort thereto, escaping from such per- 
aii act of Congress entitled, ‘ An act to sons and taking refuge within the lines 
make an additional Article of War,’ of the armjq and all slaves captured 
approved March 13th, 18G2, and which from such persons, or deserted bj?- them, 
act is in the words and figure following : and coming under the control of the 
Be it enacted hy the Senate and Ilouse Government of the United States, and 
of Bepresetitaiivea of the United States of all slaves of such persons found on (or 
Amei'ica in Congress assenibhd, That being within) any place occupied by 
hereafter the Iblloiving shall be i^romul- rebel forces and afterward occupied by 
gated as an additional Article of War, the forces of the* United States, shall be 
for the government of the army of the deemed captures- of war, and shall be 
United States, and shall be obeyed and forever free of their servitude, and not 
observed as such : again held as slaves. 

“Article. — All officers or persons in “Section 10. — And he it further en- 
the military -or naval service of the mted, That no slave escaping into any 
United States are prohibited from em- State, Territory, or the District of Co- 
ploying any of the forces tinder their lumbia, from any of the States, shall be 
respective commands for the purpose of delivered up, or in any way impeded or 
returning fugitives from service or labor hindered of his liberty, except for crime 
who, may have escaped from any person or some offence against the laws, unless 
to whom such service or labor is claimed the person claiming such fugitive shall 
to be due, and any officer who sliall be first make oath that the person to whom 
found guiltj^ by a -court-martial of vio- the labor or service of such fugitive is 
lafeg this article shall be dismissed from alleged to be due is his lawful owner, 
the. Sjejcvice. , . and has not been in arms against the 

1 %-~~AnA emd- .United States in the present rebellion, 









PR0CLA3EATI0X OF E>fAXCl PATIO X. 531 


i I nor in any way given aid and eomrort. 

i I thereto ; and no 2)er80ii engaged in the 

1 ! military or naval service of the United 
I j States shall, under any pretence what- 
! I ever, assume to decide on the validity of 
i the claim of any person to the sejudeo 
or labor of any other person, or surren- 
der up any such person to the clahnant, 
on pain of being dismissed from the ser- 
vice. 

“And I do hereby enjoin upon and 
order ail persons engaged in the military 
and naval service of the United States to 


reived l.fV the Xoith with a divided serj- 
liinent. TIjc Heiiuhliraii nariv, und 
especially us most radical pairisans. 
highly appla Tided the pi’of'ianiajiecu while 
the 'Deinoci'aU- quite as ihrveiitiy de- 
nounced it. 

dlie t T oif ern rn’s (?f tluj ]*>vai 
Statos“''Arlio lia,d assenihlial a1 Al- 

Tin^ ruei'iiijq' of tii*r G(/v>-'iiinr'' w-t-. i,y j-n. 

OK Csirtiii. Toil, fsriii llfTpunt.. Tin; roIiiAvliK*- I’.-poii'ii'ii 
to llu; call: I-r.u’i Wa’hhurfi, Jr., of ; iUi.iLi-l 

toiorl'.vih, of ; .foLji A. Aiidr. w. of 

diu.'utto ; Williaiu of ii-lari'i ; Aijflrc.v U. 

Curtin, of rvuiifiylraiiia ; AuprifetU'^ W. Bmilford, of Mary- 



ohserve, obey, and enforce within their 
respective spheres of service tlie act and 
sections above recited. 

“ And the Executive 'will in due time 
recommend that ail citizens of the 
United States vvho shall have remained 
loyal thereto throughout the rebellion, 
shall (upon the restoration of the con- 
stitutional relation between the United 
States and their respective States and 
people, if the relatioii shall have been 
-suspended or disturbed) be compensated 
for all losses by acts of the United 
States, including the loss of slaves. 

“ In witness whereof I have hereunto 
set my hand and caused the seal of the 
United States to be affixed. 

“ Abraham Lincoln. 

“ Done at the city of Washington, 
this twenty-second day of September, 
in the year of our Lord one thousand 
eight hundred and sixty-two, and of the 
independence of the United States the 
eighty-seventh. 

“ By the President : 

“William H. Seward, Sec. of State.” 

This sigriihciiut slate papier was re- 

J.‘)0 


Ifjii'l ; b’r.'mdr': H. Pi'jrpuiit, of Viiviili: <■! 

Oiiio ; Kiciiiu’ii of JUiuoLi : ivl'.v,.; i-I S-ilui-ii-n, of Wi-;- 

i f,‘ijUoi!i; S iiiiiif'l -L XvirC’.vo-.'i, of nJivir i\ il-.rf.jK. 

i of luilLiiiU ; ChurK'.^ S. (iiik-u, of Xt-v.- Jev.-yv ; Wiiii.ufi .V. 
Biidiiiiglua.i, of C’oiiiiyfticiit ; ainl i-Vi'<lf.'iiek Ifoliiroolc. of 
Veruiout. Oovoriior Morgiiu, of Now York, dcr-iSuvTi ria; 
iuvitiition, lie djomo'i iho couvomion kupolhie. Tfi«, 
toliowiug signed tise addi-cSfi tii'iho Trofiitloiit ; A, G. Cur 
thi, John A. Andrew. ICdiani Yut'-.s, iMrael Wa.'^hhurn. .fr , 
Edward Saionion, O. 1’. Morton, Sawiivi J. .Kh'iiw>;wd, 
Win. Sjtriigue, F. II. Pierpont, David Tod, N. S. iVrry, 
and Austin BJuir. It was supposed thaf. the iiniin 
of the meeting of the Oovornurs was to indnee the Fro.-i- 
dent to carry on tlie war wifli morn vigor and to deiine it,i 
policy. As the sessions were hidti with <.‘h,tfi(-d doors, tlj« 
public were left for the most pats to conjecture in rej<arfl 
to the pruccedings. ft was lunvever rumored tiiat a liLpir 
hitioii had been shown, so far, to .inti-ri'ere witii the ijsau- 
agemont of the war, ris to dictate to tin- Preddoni how It 
should be carried on, and I'v wliat It-adois. The “meet- 
ing of the Governors” was doubthiNS suggested by tlio ' 
popular discontent arising fium the di^a?lers to our ann-v 
in AUrginia and the 'West, and tlni threatened hivfwiai »if 
the North was , one of the many iadic-itiunsof a di-.pu.'siihm 
to stir up the Goveiuineut tu a chanue i-f unnihurci; and 
lueu. A lunxe remarkable nlauife^ta1 ion -Hastijc e.vtr.ior- 
dhiary action of the .so-called Nutkiual IVar Coftiinirtc-e. 
appointed at a jiupular meeting of New York diizens. 
The folknviug correspuudeuce, which fully fxliibit« ihe 
dictatorifd eliaraoter asuumcd by ihesc civic notabilities, 
requires no further conimeiit : 

“Natjoxal 'Wati CoMMirrcE of Tnr. Crrnmss or , 
New Youk, New Yoiik, xqj. Wk Ibod. \ 
“The National War (Joiumittee of the citizens of New 
York having passed the annexed re.selutions <ai tlie Ai in- 
stant, in the hope that liie names of the two major-gen- 
erals mentioned, ImriK Iho only two then in New Yi>rk 
juid not on duty, would attract to the service of the coun- 
try -luui: irei.-wn.' who might not otherwise enter it inime- 





THE WAR WITH THE SOUTH. 


foaiia, in PenDsylvania, the majority of 
wliom were “ Repuhlicans,” declared in 
their address to President Lincoln — 
“We hail with lieartfelt gratitude and 
encouraged hopes the proclamation of 
the President, issued on the 22d instant, 
declaring emancipated from their hoiid- 
age all persons held to sei’vice or labor 
as slaves in the rebel States where 
rebellion shall last until the 1st day of 
January ensuing. The right of any 
persons to retain authority to compel 
any portion of the subjects of the 
national Grovernment to rebel against it, 


or to maintain its enemies, implies in 
those "who are allowed the possession of 
such authority the right to rebel them- 
selves, and therefore the right to estab- 
lish martial law or military government 
in a State or Territory in relmilion 
implies the right and the duty of the 
Government to liberate the minds of all 
men living therein, by appropriate proc- 
lamations and assurances of protection, 
in order that all who are capable, intel- 
lectually and morally, of loyalty and 
obedience, may not be forced into trea- 
son, as the willing tool of rebellious 


diately, and the following correspondence having there- corps of 50,000 men, and requesting to know, in the event 
upon taken place, and the answer of the War Department of it having the sanction of the Government, if I would 
being accepted by this committee iis conclusive of its ac- undertake its organization. I thank the Committee for 
tion, it is thereupon the honor of tbeLr invitation, and beg you to inform them 

That no further action he taken under, the that I would undertake the proposed duty with great 
said resolution, and that the same, together with the cor- pleasure. Eespectfully, your obedient servant, 
respondence, be published. “J. 0. Fbbmost, Major-General United States Army, 

“ That General Fremont and General Mitchell “ Hon. George Opdyke, etc., Chairman of Committee, 

be and are requested, if the Govermneut will consent, to “ New Yoek, AqtJteHJer 4, 18G2- 

organize in this State, without delay, a corps of 60,000 '‘To Honoeabue Edwin M. Stanton, Seceetaey of Wae, 
men, and that the application for such consent he made to Washington : 

the General Government, and if it refuses, then to the “Sro; Will you consent that General Fremont and 
- State Government. General Mitchell, each or either, shall organize in this 

“ Eesolved—Tliat all residents of this city ivho are will- State a separate corps of 50,000 men, composed of citizens 
ing to join such a corps he requested to communicate of this and other States, and allow the men received to he 
tlieir aiames and residences to some member of this com- counted as part of the quota of the State from which 
mittee.. they come, upon some of the calls for troops heretofore 

“ New Yobk, 3, 1862. made by the President. 

‘‘Sib ; I have the honor to inclose a copy of a resolu- “If you consent^ we shall’ hope to induce the Generals 
tfOsttthlfi day passed by the National War Committee of to undertake the organization. Geoegb Opdtke, 
Bew-York, and to ask whether, if the Government con- “Chairman National War Committee, 

sent,' you will undertake the organization of a corps therein “Washington, Sypimler 5, 18G2. 

' rTequeated. Ttsty re^esctfully yemra, “ Geoegb Oedtkb, Matoe, 71) Fifth Avenue, New Yoeb; : 

^ “ Geobgh Opdykb, Chairman. “ Your telegram of yesterday has received the consider- 

“Major-GeneralJohnC. Fremont” ■' , ation of this Department. General Mitchell having been 

“ COPT REsoEtrnoN. ' assigned to Command the Southern Department, must im- 

, „ “ That General Fremont and General Mitchell mediately join ids command. Eaising volunteers in New 

bo each requested, if the Government will consent to York has been assiriied to the Governor of that State, who 
’organize in this State, without delay, a corps of '60, 000 is faithfully paforming hia duty j and there appears to be 
nuu, a id thiifc aiiidiciii' n for '^ii-h consent be made to no leason for interfering vit^ him. 

, U'C Gi“i. r.il tb L'lnintnt. and ir'jvf„=pk then t-> iIks RTatt authorize military officers of high niuk to rai-si' 

ilovcjTiXttcni . and organize army corps would be piodm live of miliuuy 

. “New Yorjc, 6. if-q2. dbi-igaiiv iti.ui 

r I tad the houor to reci'i jom note of tii‘' “Tjjis iVp.nimtut, lln.iofero, cfniiii.t conseul tlni any 

* conimuuiL ding i:io a nifoniuor i 1 y uhe m ij' r Lrc3ii.i.J sb.'dJ oiguu'/,i’ a Sijpiv itc Corps. 

• ‘NitionaJ War Commirteo of vow Yoik, in lektion 1o a “ Eivm M. SriNTO.v, rferndary ot V, ,ar.” 
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traitors. To have continued indefiiiitelv 
the most efficient cause, suj^port, and 
stay of the rebellion would . have been, 
in our judgment, unjust to the loyal 
people whose treasure and lives are 
made a wdlling sacrifice on the altar of 
patriotism ; would have discriminated 
against the wife who is compelled to 
surrender her husband, against the pa- 
rent who is to surrender his cliild to the 
hardships of the camp and the perils of 
battle, and in favor of rebel masters 
permitted to retain their slaves. It 
would have been a final decision alike 
against humanity, justice, the rights and 
dignity of the Grovernment, and against 
a sound and wise national policy. The 
decision of the President to strike at 
the root of the rebellion will lend new 
vigor to the efforts, and new life and 
hope to the hearts of the people. Cor- 
dially tendering to the President our 
respectful assurances of personal and 
official confidence, we trust and believe 
that the policy now inaugurated -will be 
crowned with success, will give speedy 
and triumphant victories over our ene- 
mies, and secure to this nation and this 
people the blessing and favor of Al- 
mighty God. We believe that the blood 
of the heroes who have already fallen, 
and those who may yet give up their 
lives to their country, will* not have 
been shed in vain.'^ 

The newspapers, according to tlieir 
partisan bias, applauded or denounced 
the ])roclamation ; but though it was 
receiind with great favor ]>y a large 
portion of the people of the hTorth, the 

majority seemed to manifest their disaji- 
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probation, by voting, in, the St.ate, elec- 
tions, for tlie I)eiiiocrati,c parti*, which 
refused its sauctio.ii to any sciieiiie of 
slave emancipation. 

Other causes, however, combiried with 
the emancipation proclamation to. pro- 
duce the change in. popiilsir opinion, as 
manifested, by the elections. 

In the army, the predominant feeling 
was suspected to be. adverse to tlte proc- 
lamation ; but all inaiiLfestatioiis of 
opinion were checked by a discreet or- 
der of General McClellan, forbidding 
any discussion of the subject. 

® Among tliese u'ere a dissatisfacficsn 'iritli the cTiEdjict 
of the war, ami an impatience of the arhitrarv jateri’er- 
ence of tlie Federal (roverimjent with the- persorial rights 
of the citixeii, as shown in tlie folimving jiroclarrialion : 

y WheTem, It has become necessary to call into service, 
not only volnnteers, bnt also portions of ilie militia of tlie 
State.s, liv draft, in order to suppress tlio insm'xedion e?;- 
istiiig in the United States ; and disloyal perscjris are not 
adequately restrained by the c>rdim'iry proccEses of 
law from hindering this measure, and from {.riving aid 
and comfort, in varioiB way-, to the ii.-nrref ti'm : 

‘•Now, therefore, be it nrdLiviI, 

That, during thr* exi-iing insnrn i tiwn. ftnd as a 
necas.sary merisiire for supprt'‘''-ing Uie all rehi-l and 
' iiisnrgents. their aifk-rs and nitldntluj Undid 

States, and all persons di,«eonr,igi!ig Viilnntcer enlist" 
nients, resisting militia dmfts, .w cull fy of ,'inv sb l«o,.d 
practice, affording aid and comfort to the rcheln ugasnst 
the authority of tlie United Htate.s. shall liC siibji ct to 
: martial law, and liable to trial and panishruciifc by<j'iu’is- 
( martial or miiitjiry comrnis.sii:>iis. 

[ “ Second — That the writ of habeas c .rpus is si:sf*i3nilo.l its 

i rChpect to all persons jirrested. or wlio are n'ov. cir lier-af- 
ter, iluving the rebediion, shall be, iinpvi.-oned In any n.rt, 
j camp, jirsetiiil, military prit-on, or other place of (•oiifine- 
1 luent, hy^ any military .antlnn'Ity, or by the Fcntence ol 
I any eonrt-juartiul or Tuilitary eonjtnissiou. 

*• In witne.ss wliereof I have Lerciiuto .<-'et my hand, and 
! causeil the .seal of the United fifutes !<> Iv aih.XMi. 

•‘Uurmat the (.ity of Washiiigtsm, this tw* nt\ -f..nri]i 
' day of Heptemix'r, itt the year of ^mr Luid mer* 

j [n. s,] IhoiiiSanfl eight iuindred and &ixty-twii. and of 
■ the IndejK'ndenee of the Ui;Iti;d .•'tar.i-- the 

eighty-.'CVtnlh. Aisu.uhm Li.s\>'iN. 

^ “ By the Fresu.leut : ^ ^ 

“WiiaiamH. Bkwabd, Sccretiiry of Btate.” 
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‘ ‘ G ENETLIL OkDEES — F 0. 163. 

‘HIeadquaetees Army of the Potomac, | 
Casip keae Siiabpsbuko, Mi>., Oct. v, 1862. \ 

“The attention of the officers and sol- 
(iiers of the. Army of the Potomac is 
called to CTeiieral Orders Ho. 139, War 
Department, September 24, 1862, piib- 
lisliiiig to the army the President’s pro- 
clamation of September 22. 
j • “ A proclainalion of siicli grare mo- 

I ! mont to the natioii, officially cominiini- 

j i .-i 

; i caicfl to liie ariTiy, aftordsto the general 

I ; connnaiifling an opportnnity fjf defining 

i' j sp<.‘cifical]y to the oiFicers and soldiers 
undo]' his cormnand the relation Ijorne 
by all persons in the inilitary >scrvice of 
the United States toward the civil aii- 
tlioi’ities of the riovcrnnieiit. The con- j 
stitution confides to the civil authorities, I 
legislative, judicial, and executive, the 
power and duty of inakirig, expound- 
ing, and executing the federal laws, 
Armed forces are raised and supported 
simply to sustain the civil authorities, 
and are to be held in strict vStihordina- 
tion thereto in all respects. This fun- 
dam eutal rule of our political system is 
essential to the security of our republi- 
can institutions, and should be thorough- 
ly understood’ and oliserved by every 
soldier. The principle upon which, and j 
the objects for which, armies shall he 
employed in suppressing the rehellioii, 
must he determined and declared liy the 
civil authorities ; and the Chief Execu- 
tive, who is charged with the administra- 
tion of the national atfairs, is the proper 
and only source through which the views 
and orders of the Government can he 
made knov/n to the armies of the nation. 


“Discussion by officers and soldiers, 
concerning public measures determined 
upon and declared by the Government, 
when carried at all beyond the ordinary 
temperate and respectful expression of 
opinion, tends greatly to impair and de- 
stroj^ the discipline and efficiency of 
troops, by substituting the spirit of po- 
litical faction for that firm, steady, and 
earnest support of the authority of the 
Governineut, wliicli is the highost duty 
of the American soldier. The remodj'- 
for political errors, if any are commit- 
ted, is to he found only in the action of 
the people at tlio polls. 

“Ill thus calling the attention of this 
army to the true relation hctwmeii tlie 
soldiers and the Government, the gen- 
eral commanding merely adverts to an 
evil against which it has been thought 
advisable, during our wdiolo history, to 
guard the armies of the republic ; aud 
in so doing he will not he considered by 
any right-minded person as casting any 
reflection upon that lojmlty and good 
conduct which has been so fully illus- 
trated upon so many battle-fields. In 
carrying out all measures of public pol- 
icy, this army will, of course, lie guided 
by the same rules of mercy aud Chris- 
tianity that have ever controlled its 
conduct toward the defenceless. 

“ By command of 

“ Major-General McClellan. 

“James A. Hardee, Lieut enant-Colouel, Aid- 
<lc-Ciimp, aud acliug Assistant Adjutant-Geu- 
eral” 

In the border slave States, the pro- 
clamation, naturally meeting with no 
favor, threatened to overthrow aii al- 
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rGticly tottGring loyulfcy. In tliG sgcgcIgcI j coiiiinissioiiGrl oflicfor Oi* tlic i.‘itGniT who 
States, where it was, of course, received j shall incite slaves i(> ixuAlmi, (>r pre- 
as an act of embittered hostility, the ! tend to give them ir-pibaa the 

proclamation aroused all the fiercest in- aforementioned act of ffoii and 
stincts of an enraged enemy. In the proclamatioii, by ahdsK-line’. or 
Confederate Congress, resolutions were j them to be abducted, M-r indu-hc/ them 
offered and speeches uttered, declaring to abscond, sliall, if L'apoii-i..d. siflcr 
that the United States G-ovenimeiit had, death. 

by the proclamation, placed its armies c'‘'4. That eveiy person charged with 
beyond the rules of civilized warfare, an oflenee under this act sliali he tried 
and recommending that its officers and hr such military courts as the President 
soldiers, when captured, he treated ac- shall direct; and, after conviction, the 
cordingly. The majority of the .judiei- President may coiiimiite tlie puiiish- 
aigy committee of the Senate, to whom meiit, or pardon iiiicoiiditioiiailj, or oa 
the various “ resolutions relative to Lin- such teriras as lie may see lit. 
coin’s emancipation proclamation” were . “6. That the Presicleiit is hereby 
referred, reported in . favor of the fol- authorized to resort to such other rctal- 
lowiiig enactments : - iatory measures as in his jiidgiiiciit 

“1. That on and after the first of maybe best calculated to repre ss the 
January, 1863, all commissioned .and atimcities of the enemy.'’’ 
non-commissioned officers of the enemy, The iniiiority of the jii(iicia..ry coiii- 
except as hereinafter mentioned, when mittee concentrated the extoisos id' their 
captured, shall be imprisoned at haiff mdigDat%^^^ in this savage resffiuiion: 
labor, or otherwise put at hard labor, : ftThat, day iortli, ah rule's <ji’ 

until the termination of the war, or clvllizeci 'WarJare .'•hoiild he discarded in 
until the repeal of the act of the Con- the future defeium oj' our counlry, our 
gress of the United States, hereinbefore liberties, and our ll'Ves, ugaiu.'.i tise fell 
recited, or until otherwise determined design, now opiudy avowed !y i he f h,v- 
by the President. enimenl of the hnited Si:Ue>'. lo n.uid- 

“2. Every ■white person, wlio shall hilate or onsL-ive ns: me;l dial u vrur 
act as a conmiissioned or non-commis- of exlenninaliou .'-lioui'l lie]e">.'!brtii he 
sipned officer, commanding negroes waged against every inva'ler wlmsc 
or mulattocs against the Confederate hostile foot shall ci-oss the boon Jirics of 
Btales, or who shall arm, organizes these Cordederate Biaies.*’ 
train, or p>repare negroes or mulattoes The JIunse exhihiied still niorf.; fury, 
for military service, or aid them in any One membc]’ inirudaced a series of res- 
mililary enterprise against the Oonfed- olutioiis, “exhorting the |.e«.pk* ot dte 
crate States, shall, if captured, suffer Confederacy to hill every ojiicer, >ul- 
death. dier, and sailor of the emnny lonnd 

“ 3. Every commissioned or non- within their borders dmiaring that, 
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‘Asft'._-r liie first of Jaimnry, ISGo, no! 
0 !iiri-‘r of tiio eiiemr ought to be cap- ; 
turod alive, or, if captured, should be | 
iiiiiiie'liatciy liung:“’ and '‘offering a; 

y f>rtvrenty dolkii’S, and an annuity 
(>\' Iwenly dollars for life, to every slave 
rind fre«? negro vrbo shall, after the first 
of January. 1 SO:), kill one of the enemy. 
Another nioiuber sub-uitted a resolution 
tiiat, '‘after tlie lii'st of January, 1863, 
all Fodorai officers cajii’ured within our 
limits shadl ];e treated as felons, and, if 
(.•oiiflemiiod l.y court-martial, hanged by 
the neck until tliey are dcad.^’ 

The House of Representatives finally 
0ct» affopTcd, liy a vote of thirty-five to 
thirty-two, the following preamble 
and resolution : 

“ Whorer/a, The Xortheni States, now^ 
represented Vy the Federal (xovernment 
of the late riiioii, commenced the pres- 
ent war of invasion to enforce an un- 
founded and tyraniii{;ul claim of domin- 
ion nvor so^-ereign States which had 
withdrawn from the Union ■ and, pre- 
tending that these States are in rebel- 
liut!, have sought, to deny to them, from 
the hogimiiiig of the war, the rights ac- 
corded to belligerents by the usages of 
nations j and after prosecuting this war, 
witlioiil success, more than a year since 
this Government wars recognized by Eu- 
ropean nations as a belligerent power, 
have continued, under the same pretext, 
to inflict upon the good people of these 
States inliurnaTi iryuries, in contemptu- 
ous disregard of the usages of civilized 
warfare ; exacting from them treasona- 
ble oaths and service, and, upon refusal, 
subjecting unarmed citizens, women, and 


I chiMrcu to banishment, imprisonment. 
■; and death ; vrantonly burning their 
j dwelling houses, ravaging the land, 

I murdering men for pretended or tiivial 
ofienees ; making rapine of private 
pi’operty a systematic ol)ject of tlie war ; 
organizing the abduction of slaves by 
armies and agents of Government : on- 
defivoring to foment servile insurrection, 
by tampering with slaves, by pro(fiaim- 
ing sfdiomos for emancipating tliern, by 
passing laws to cfiualize tlie races, by 
jn'otoeting slaves in I'csisting their mas- 
ters, and by preparing armed bauds of 
negroes to fight in the presence of negro 
slaves for the subjugation of the white 
race ; permitting outrages on women to 
he committed by a licentious soldiery, 
encouraged in a memorable instance by 
the order of a major-general and the ac- 
quiescence of his government : attempt- 
ing, until restrained by a threat of retal- 
iation, to murder privateersmen for en- 
gaging ill a mode of wai-fare expressly 
sanctioned by the constitutions of the 
United States and the Confederate Slates, 
and by the laws of niitions ; refusing, with 
double inhumanity, to exchange prison- 
ers, until constrained by the long dura- 
tion and adverse fortune of the war ; at- 
tempting to ruin our cities l'>y tilling up 
the entrances to their harbors with stone, 
and diverting the ancient channels of 
great rivers, cutting off our siqiplics of 
medicines, needed as well for suffering 
■women, children, and captive enemies as 
for the sick of our armies- ; and perpe- 
trating other atrocities, which would he 
disgraceful to savages. And whereas 
the said Government of the United 
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States, ill the same spirit of barharoiis 
ferocity, has recently enacted a law, 
entitled, ‘ An act to suppress insurrec- 
tion, to punish treason and rebellion, to 
seize and confiscate the property of reb- 
els, and for other purposes and has 
announced by a proclamation issued h}^ 
Abraham Lincoln, the President thereof, 
that, ill pursuance of said law, on the 
first day of January, 1863, all persons 
held as slaves within any State, or des- 
ignated part of a State, the people 
Yvdiereof shall he in rebellion against the 
United States, shall be thenceforward 
and forever free ; and has thereby made 
manifest that the vast war of invasion 


is conducted with a viev/, by judicial 
murders, banishments, and otherwise, to 


States, to transfer their property to their 
enemies, to emancipat.e their slaves, to 
destroy their labor system, to subvert 
their institutions, human and divine, 
upon which it is founded, employing 
slaves and other negroes foi’ these pur- 
poses, with an atrocious design of add- 
ing servile insmTeetioii aiid the massa- 
cre of families to the calamities of war ; 
and whereas, since the passage of said 
act, executive and military orders -have 
evinced a determined purpose of the 
enemy to carry out this policy of rapine 
and extermination with brutal and 
surprising severity ; and whereas justice 
and humanity require the Government 
of the Confederate States to endeavor 
to punish and repress the atrocious 
practices and designs of the enemy, by 
inflicting severe retribution ; therefore, 


Resolved, by the Congress of the 
Confederate States, that the President 
will he sustained in resorting to .such 
measures of retaliation a,.s in Iiis judg- 
ment may be deinaiiflecl by the tiijovo 
recited lawless and barbarous conduct 
and designs of the enemy 

Ill Europe, where ev'ery incident of 
the war. ivas observed ivitli an interest 
hardly less than that in the United 
States, the proclamation excited an ani- 
mated discussion. Public sentiment in 
England had been eaii}^ divided between 
the hTorth and South, and the vai’ious 
journals advocated the cause of the, one, 
or the other, according to their partisaii 
relations. This spirit of partisanship,: 
was obvious in the expressions of opin- 
ion on the proclamation by the^ British 
press. 

The Morning Post, of London, Octo- 
ber 0, to whirh has beoii ailrilmteri i:!se 
especial fimetimi of reju'eseniing thn 
gove nnnent of Lon I Puh ncj’^tou, nf- 
iccted to consider the jiroclamat ion as a 
f'lTutoYii dociariiig Iliad. " it is not 

easy to estiniate how utterly powerless 
and coutimrptihle a goverminuit- mu.-'t' 
liave beeoiiio which (sniisl yanetiou wiiLi 
its approval such iiisensato iniJi. A. 
few iveeks since, treiiibliiig for the safety 
of its cap;Ltai — at tlie present moment 
unable to force a passage into its ene- 
my\s territory — it still takes upon itself 
to dispose of property it is powerless to 
seize. Xor is the a,ssumed authority (.d’ 
the Federal Executive less uneonsiitu- 
tional than it is preposterous. The 
President of the United States lias no 
more power to liberate a slave in Fir- 



the sentiments of its sympathetic coteiii- 
poraries. “The proclamation,” said the 


sesses 


scale, with the swaggering i3raYado so 
conspicuous throughout the present war.” 

On the other hand, the Morning Mews 
and Star, of London, which had reso- 
lutely from the beginning advocated the 
cause of the North, warmly welcomed 
the proclamation. “ The fiat,” said the 
Star, “ has gone forth, and the heart of 
humanity will hail its execution. On 
New Year’s day, 1863, slavery will 
cease to defile the American flag, and 


01 acting according to law. lliere are 
few, however, even of those who have 
manifested the greatest disregard for the 
laws they have sworn to administer, who 


sions of an angry mob, hut he does not 
like exposing himself to be laughed at. 
Mr. Lincoln seemingly cares as little for 
the ridicule as he does for the anger of 
the American people. He must be well 
aware that his proclamation will prove 
a hrutumfuhunS 

The Times, of London, October 6, 
took a similar view, asserting that Mr. 
Lineohi “ had played his last card,” and 
adding, ‘ tThere is something ludicrous 
in such a proclamation, solemnly made 
hy the Lederal (xovermnent when its 
own capital is almost beleaguered.” The 
Guardian, of Manchester, October 7, 
wliicli, like the IBr'img ^ 

of London, had early nianifested a dis- 
position to degrade the niGtives and de- 


soil. ' 

Upon the effect of the proclamation 
on the negroes themselves, and upon 
the issue of the war, it is useless to 
speculate, as the rapid succession of 
events checks the utmost audacity of 
conjecture. The humane may, however, 
without suspicion of partisanship, he 
permitted to express the hope, that the 
horrors of a servile insurrection will not 
he added to those of a civil war — that 
the blood of innocent women and chil- 
dren will not be commingled with that 
of guilty nien^ struggling with each 
other ill fratricidal war. 


11 
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ates the Administration. — Pontoon Que.sLion again.^ 
of Seward and Chase. — Resignation withilrawn. 

General Burnside, after liaAHiig eiii- 
1862 protested against Ms ap- 

pointment, declaring that lie ” was 
not competent to command such a large 
army,” and that he “ thought that Gen- 
eral McClellan could command tlie Army 
of the PotoBiac better than any other 
general in It,” 

upon to believe that “ he had no right, 
as a soldier, to disobey the order” of 
the President. , He accordingly assimied 
the command of the great army as suc- 
cessor to McClellan, who had led it as 
far as Warrentoii in the course of aii- 
otlier attempt upon Richmond, when he 
was suddenly deprived of its leadership. 
He thus took leave of Ms troops : 

f ^“'HeADQVAHTEES AEaa’ of TIIE.PoTOMAD, 

Camp AUiAii Ri^cTOETOWAr, Va., yui\ 1, lvS02. \ 

“ OPFIOUR.S AInD SoLBlEIRS OF THE ApAIY OF THE 
FoToaiAo : 

“An order of the President devolves 
upon Jifajor-General Burnside the com- 
mand of this army. 


-The President urged to cliange his Cabi'uefc. — Besigaatioo. f i 

' '!■ i 
■ 

“In parting from you,. I eaiiiiot ex- 
press the love and gratitude I bear to j j 

you. . As an army,., you have, grown up i j 

under my care. , In. you I have never ; j j, 
found doubt or coldness. The battles j' 1 
you have,, fought under ,„my, command j . j 
will proudly live in our nation's history, , [ 
The glory you have achieved, our run- j 
tual perils aiid fatigues, the araves of | j 

our comrades fallen in bulthi and by 
disease, the broken forms of ' those witom 
wounds .and sickness., have disabk-d—the j 

strongest associations ivliich can exist j 

among meii: — unite us- still by uii indis- 
soluble tie,. IVe shall ever be comrades i i 
in .supporting the c(nistituiioii of our ■ ' 
country and tlie nationality ol‘ in': pcu- i ; 
pie. ,. Geo. B. McClellan, 

“ iMaj or- General [.Tilted Slates Aniiy,*' | j 
Buruside, though he had relnetriiuiy : | 

aecepietL the great charge wlheli lieal ' • 

been imposed upon him, did nau ijuuli . ; 

before its grave responsifulilit.'M. bui us- i j 

sumed them with a resolute spirit. Ho j j 
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immediately decided upon a plan of 
campaign, wliicli did not "meet .at first 
with the approbation of the President, 
ilie Secretary of War, and the G-eneral- 
iii-Cliief, Halieck, but was finally con- 
curred ill by them.* This plan, as 
stated by Burnside liimself, W'as to con- 
centrate the array in^ the iieigliborhood 
oi‘ Warreiitori, to make a rajiid move- 
ment across the Rappahannock as a 
feint-, with a view to divert the attention 
Oi' the enemy, and to lead them to be- 
lieve that the Union army was going to 
move in the direction of Gordonsville, 
and then to make a rapid movement of 
the whole army to Fredericksburg, on 
the southern side of the Rappahannock. 
‘UMy reasons for that, I stated,” added 
liornside, ‘“that the farther we got into 
the interior of Virginia, the longer 
would be our lines of communication, 
and the groai.ei' would be the difficulty 
we would have in keeping them open, 
as ilie enemy laid upon our right flank 
a (‘Oi’p.s ihai, at idmost any time, could, 
by a rapid nioveiiient, seriously embar- 
rass us. If we were caught by tlie ele- 
ments so far from our ba.se of supplies, 
and at tlie same time in tlie enemy’s 
country, wliere they had means of get- 
ting inrurmalioii That we had not, it 
might, I though L. prove disastrous to 
the army, as we had but one line of 
railway by winch to supply it. In mov- 
iiig upon Fredericksburg we would all 

® “ TIic fact that I decided,” says Buniside, “ to move 
from W arrenttjii on to ibis liue, rather against the opin- 
ion of the President, Scm rctavy of War, iiad yourself (Uen- 
era! Hidieck), and that you left i he whole movement in 
my hands, without giving me orders, makes me responsi- 
ble.” — Xrftjjr Bum^d$h Mtijor-tieiieral UaU<!ck. 


the time be as near Washington as would 
the enemy ; and after arriving at Fred- 
ericksburg, we would be at a point 
nearer to Richmond than we wmuld be 
even if we should take Gordons vide. 
On the Cxordoiisville line, the enemy, in 
my opinion, would not give us a deci- 
sive battle at any place this side of Rich- 
mond. They would defend G-ordoiis- 
ville until such time as they felt that 
they had given us a check, and then, 
with so many lines of railroad open to 
them, they would move upon Richmond 
or Lynchburg.” * 

This |)lan of operations having been 
decided upon, General Burnside pro- 
ceeded to carry out its execution. The 
mouth of Aquia Creek, where it emp- 
ties into the Potomac, was established as 
tliG basis of supplies ; piers and roads 
were constructed, and immense quan- 
tities of stores conveyed thither for 
the sustenance of an army computed 
to uiimber over a Iiimdred and fifty 
tliousand men. General Burnside hav- 
ing intimated to General llalleck, the 
commaiidcr-in-chiof, and General Meigs, 
the quartermaster-general, who had 
Leon with him at Wurronton, in coiisul- 
tatioii upon the campaign, Ilia desire to 
have pontoons for crossing the Rappa- 
hannock, a telegram ordering them was 
dispatched by those gentlemen to W ash- 
ington. The plan of campaign had 
been '‘discussed,” says General Burn- 
aide, “ bv General Kallcck and General 


I ^ TeBtiRiony of General Bunibide before the Joint Con- 
I gres.siuual Committee* on the Conduct of the War, ap- 
pointed ill accordance with the Senate lleBolution of Du- 
cernber IS. 
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. } 

Meigs, at my headquarters, on the 
nights of the 11th and 12th of hTo- 
veinber and after discussing it fully 
there, they sat down and sent' telegrams 
to Washington, which, as I supposed, 
fully covered the case, and would secure 
the starting of the pontoon trains at 
once.” 

Imprudently trusting the execution 
of this important detail to others, Gen- 
eral Burnside moved his advance under 
General Sumner, on the 15th of hTo- 
vember, to Falmouth, with the view 
of rapidly crossing the Eappahaiiriock 
to Fredericksburg. The pontoons, how- 
ever, had not arrived, and a fatal delay 
ensued. “I think,” testified Sumner, 

“ I could have taken that city (Freder- 
icksburg) and heights on the other side 
of it, at any time within three days af- 
ter my arrival here (Falmouth), if the 
pontoons had been here j for I do not 
think there was much force of the enemy 
here up to that time, 

The pontoons, whose early arrival 
was absolutely essential to the accom- 
plishment of General Burnside's plan, 
did not reach Falmouth until “the 
22d or 23d' of November,”' five days 
too late. The enemy bad, in the 
mean time, discovered the purpose of 
General Burnside, and having eoiieen- 
trated their forces on tlie Iiiils behind 
Fredericksburg, and intrenched that 
naturally strong position, were fully pre- 
pared to resist the Uiiioii army in its 
proposed advance. 

While Burnside/s forces were concen- 
trating at Falmouth, General Sumner, 

in command of the advance, sent a smn- 
151 
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moils to Fredericksburg to siirreiKlei", 
accompanied with a complaint 
that his troops had been fired 22. 
upon from that city. The liiayor repli^ed 
that he was in the power of the m''iiia.rv 
authorities, by which he was aiitimrized 
to agree to a iieiitrality on tlie part of 
the ei'ty : but added that tficve “ aiithori- 
ties inform us that while their trotrpa 
will not .occupy tlie town, they will not. 
permit yours, to do so,” This proposi- 
tion being acted upon, though .not for- 
mally accepted, nothing was done by the 
Union army until it was preqjared to 
cross the river. 

It had been the intention to ca'oss the 
Bappahaniiock at Port' Royal,., below 
Fredericksburg ; ■ “ but ■ I ' discovered., 
says Burnside, “ tliat the enemy 'Jiad 
thrown a large portion of liis force down 
the river and elsewdiere, thus weaken- 
ing his defences' ill front ; and also 
thought I discovered that he did not 
anticipate crossing or our whole 
forces at Fredericksburg ; and I hoped 
by rapidly tlirowing tlie wlioie cmmmiijd 
over at. that place, to separate, by ir vig- 
orous attack, the fVjrces of ' 'the: .enemV' 
on the river below, from the forces be- 
hind and on the crest in the rear oi‘ the 
town, ill wdiich case ,iye coubl light liiiii 
with, great advantage • in our fuian-,” 

The pontoons Inwing been brougiil lo 
the bank of the river, and ihe tiriillery 
placed in position, Gcnerai Burhsitie, 
early on the morning of the lltb of I)e- 
cember, opened fire with 1G3 guns 
upon the city of Frederirksburg. 

This was responded to by the cannon of 
the eneiii}’, which, liowei-er, from iheir 
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; ' distance on the lieiglits beliiiid the city, iiigwith hut slight molestation, and get- 

; ; and tiieir range, produced little' effect, ting liis men into position with the loss 

■' r Under the cover of tlieir giiiis, the Uri- j only of a few men. 

i s ioliisl's now began to construct bridges j Burnside’s main body having thus 

; ! dlrecdly to Frecleriekshirrg and j reached the opposite bank, it wuis deter- 

> ■ about three niilo^ below. This opera- { iiimed to g'ive battle to the enemy, who 


lion was collided to G-erieral Wootibiiry, 
1,11 coiiiriiu-iid of tlie Seve'iiteeiitl'i, and 
Fiftietlr Uetw Toi’k Eimineers. ■ Con- 
realed by the lliifk riiorning haze, the 
po-ht''in;aei> .•'UC'-eedfel in romniem'ing 
ihoir ’o-ork without awaking Tiia suspi- 


tvere concentrated in full force under 
General Lee, within their intrenched 
position on the heights i'li the rear of 
Fredericksburg. The preliminaries and 
the conflict are tvell described in this 
narrative by a correspondent of the Kew 






■ , 
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of the tmemy. hut. Isad iiot two- 
^''cCfled far when they were forced back 
by a brisk fire of musketry from the 
opposite l)ank of the river. A second 
utletnpt w'ith a larger force of men was 
made, and again checked by the enemy. 
The Unionifet.s now' directed an iitcessaiiit 
artillery lire upon the city of Fredericks- 
burg, ■where the enemy s sharp-shooters 
were concealed, tvheii edghty men of the 
filighth Connecticut Regiment, who liad 
volunteered a,s a forlorn hope, joined 
the engineers, and made a third elfort 
to lay the bridges. Thc.se gallant fel- 
lows seized the planks, and carrying a 
doz.en or so to the end of the lino of 
boats, succeeded in plaeiisg some of 
them, when they in tium were forced 
to rijtire. Tlie "^vltole force being re- 
<?alk;d, an enfilading fire of artillery 
was dirc<;ted upon tlie enemy's ri lie-pits 
anti cover wit.hla the* houses of the city. 
The piUitoonier.s were now enubled 10 
eompletc their briflge.'^, and our forces 
cro.s.se<i, driving the enemy back, and 


York Trihum: 

‘‘FkedeeicivSbueg, Satimlwj^ Dec. 13, 11 p.m. 

“Last evening, a general council of 
wuar, attended by all the grand division, 
corps, and division commanders, was 
held at a late hour at General Sumner’s 
■ lieadqiiarters, at 'which General . Burn- 
side -submitted and explained bis plan 
&r;:the generaL.-attack ,b,e proposed to 
make to-day on the position of tlie en- 
emy. The plan comprised a simiiltane- 
oiis advance of our whole line upon the 
enemy’s strong positions on the hills in 
front of the left and right grand divi- 
sions, which were to be carried by sud- 
den assaults upon the stronghold, of 
select bodies of troops. It was' in 
keeping ■with the well-knowm boldness 
and dash of its author, but some doubts 
were expressed in the council of its 
practicability : by a iiumber of those in 
attendance. All, however, expressed 
(heir readino.=^s to undertake anyOiiiig 
ordered by tlie commander-in-chief, and 
I the necessary instructions were given to 
general movement ; upon 

■river and'.; Tlie'"" 


commence 


took possession of Froderhkslmrg. 

Genera! Fraiiidin con.stradcd hi.s bridges | the enemy with daylight, 
below and threw over his troops, march- I kept the valley of the 





adjacent heights from view every day 
this week, again prevented the com- 
mencement of operations at the stated 
time. Fortunately, however, it cleared 
away early in the day, and about ten 
o’clock orders were directed to the gen- 
erals commanding the right and left 
grand divisions, to prepare to charge 
immediately the works respectively as- 
signed to them. 

“ General Sumner and staff left their 
headquarters about eleven o’clock, and 
repaired to the Lacey Flouse, from which 
a full view of the scene of impending ac- 
tion on the right grand division could be 
obtained. G-eneral Sumner had select- 


ued until within a few hundred yards of 
the crest of the hills, when a rapid suc- 
cession of terrific volleys from lona’lim^s 


corps for the advance of the attacking 
column. Orders were given to move 


:iver to the out- the enemy, until their amniuiiition liO- 
a line of battle came exhausted, and the line fell ba*.L 
ded by a cloud some:' distance, leaving nearly oiiedialf 
a douhle-quick of its number on the field, to jnake 
orks. General room for General Hancock’s divisio]i. 
hliged to march This division advanced, likewise formed 
inns in parallel in parallel lines of brigades. It m<>\-ed 
iQ heads of the forward steadfastly up to the point 
Tom the lower where French’s had received its check, 
i of the streets, when it was also stopped by the iniir- 
cned upon them derous fire of the rebel infantry and 
Upon reaching artillery. For two hours it alternately 
)wn, the order replied to the enemy’s musketry, and 
but stone and attempted to make its way up the sec- 
ts ready cxecu- ond range of hills. Although unable to 
thus caused, the advance, and continually losing niim- 
) an enfilading hers, it fought until its ammuiiitiou gave 
idimtince of the out, when it was relieved by Howard s 
The line being division, and retired nearer to town, 
the order to Howard’s command wont into action 





■TIIE WAR WITfT THE t^EslTII. 



^ »-> i-' k. ■ 


oV-i<’'‘k. One at'Lcr the 
lif' iis' ^'riuTitles was advanced to 

di-'^ fV^Hii, but, like those of Freucli and 
]Iui!’»ekb. del p.-A succeed in reaching 
i1p'‘ t‘i:ciiiy''s wf'i’ks. The last of it was 
urilu'tpl U} charge up the hill with the 
oavoijt‘l, JUid natVid forward in most ; 

L'.ili’aiit •'tvlo, hilt was checked; as ail the | 

‘ ^ , j 

iLiu j 

afp.i- I’i'ciiclPs flivisiuii had 
Lsov-d i • 5 t'’a:::a*k. STiii'gis' division of 
Uhlr-^fc's <.‘(sjvs advanced over a parallel 
I'oa.fl, oil the ifi'r. of our right, upon the 
W‘<]’ks and buitcries covering the en- 
emy's riglit iiank. It experienced tlie 

saiiio ‘.liillcullies in forndiis:, in conse- j 
^ I 

que!i«-e of obstrucrlons on the ground, \ 

u< French's, tiii! piislied forward with j 

tile utmost detevniination, halting only i 

at limes to open its way fur musketry. { 

It reacliud within eighty yards of the j 

crest {jf tlic hill it aimed to Take, but j 

imvina bt.'cn Icuii'iidy weakened in ninn- j 

1h*in diiriog its advance, had to halt. It 

hi.dsl iiio |5oiiii iiiined for three hours. 

“ Noiwith^tauding it was confronted 
by vit.Aiy superior numbers of inlanlry, 
and f^nlihuled by batteries (m each flank, 
even uiter im siinimmition had ail been 
spent, it did "not give way, but firmly 
imld its grtmnd until pruperly relieved 
L'hortly fjcfMrc sunset. When Howard’s 
division moved to the front, the last of 
tie* availii.].!*,.' fon,*!* of Couch's corps, 
forniiiig (Hir extreme right, was eni- 
ployed. <Ji‘ \\’’il<;ox'8 corps, (xetty’s di- 
vlsiuii, ■which had In^eii held in reserve 
during tlic day, was all '(hat were at 
command, ailer Fturgis’ laid been ex- 
hausted by the severity of its protracted 


struggle, BtU'iis liaving beei] sent early 
in the morning to ostablish coirnectioii 
between iho left aiid right, and not bo- 
iii»‘ within ready march. Foriuiiaicly, 
jiowever, Buiterli eld's corps of Hookers 
grand liivisicm, wliicli was inaiiig ‘d>, a 
‘ reserve to die right, as thoueman's 'was 
j !o the left, mine lo tin- rescuM when tlio 
I energies nf inieox's and Couch’s cor]is 
hud bceii neaiiy spent. It had coin- 
mencefl moving across the river, over 
the iippa?r anil middle 1 nidges, as soon 
as the advance of Cum.ii's and Wilcox's 
troo[)S furnished room for it on the 
lower part of tlie towm. It liad all 
j moved across ]>Gtweeu four ami five 
I o’clock. dlinrtly before dark. Ilum- 
I phreyfs find U-rilirir's divisions were or- 
i dered to advance to the front and re- 
{ lievc the troops of General (.’ouch on 
j the riglit, and those of Wilcox on the 
j left. Tl'icy rcdiited the front fuid formed 
j in line just l-efuri? sunset, and at once 
charged ujion the enemy's works. Hum- 
phrey’s divisioii came wifhin a short dis- 
tance of them, and Grifliii's division 
reached the ]jf)int held by Sturgis, which 
respective positions tlicy iiave since oc- 
cupied. During their advance the filing 
from the rebel artillery reached tlio 
highest inteiLsitj of the wdiole day, but 
ceasetl shortH after niglitfall. Simul- 
taneously with the advance of Giiiiiu 
and Humplirey, Getty’s division moved 
from its position up the valley of a little 
stream skirting the town, and advanced 
to the base of the hill occupied by the 
rebel batteries on the extreme right, 
driving tlie rebel inlanlry from behind 
a stone wall, from which they had 



greatly troubled our troops during the 
day. Here it lay during the night. 
Sykes’ division of Butterfield’s corps 
followed between Griffin and Humphrey 
to the front, but arrived too late for ac- 
tion. Thus ended the conflict between 
our right and the rebel left. 

“The lines of General Franklin, as 
formed for the attack, represented an 
obtuse angle, one line of which — Gen- 
eral Reynolds’ corps — extended diago- 
nally from the river bank — Smith’s corps 
in a line parallel with the river, and 
formed on the right of Wilcox’s corps. 
The extreme left was three miles below 
Fredericksburg,* and the right of the left 
grand division was less than two miles 
from the town. The extent of General 
Franklin’s lines, then, was more than a 
mile from right to left. The position of 
the different divisions was as follows, 
commencing on the right : 

“ First, Brooks’ division, which lay 
upon the ground along the road to Fred- 
erickshurg, running parallel with the 
river, and half way between it and the 
rebel batteries. 

“ Howe’s division formed on the left ; 
on his right joined Reynolds’ corps, the 
first division of which, General Gibbons 
commanding, took position in advance 
beyond the road. Meade’s division 
formed an angle with Gibbons’, and ex- 
tended towards the river. Houblcday 
was next to Meade, and rested on the 
river. This, in general, was the posi- 
tion of the left grand division when the 
action commenced. The first fire was 
made by the skirmishers of the Thir- 
teenth Massachusetts in our front. They 


had moved cautiously in advance of our 
lines for half a mile, when discovering 
the enemy’s pickets they fired upon 
them. Cannonading soon commenced 
in earnest. The hazy atmosphere of 
the early part of the clay having cleared 
away so as to give to each of the con- 
tending parties a view of the po.sitibii 
taken by the other, Hall’s battery, the 
Second Maine, discovered a. battery of 
the enemy in close proximity and 
opened a rapid and vigorous fire upon 
it. In a few moments the artillery fire 
extended along the entire line. The 
Second United States Artillery, Captain 
Ranson, Cooper’s battery of Pennsyl- 
vania Reserves, and others, made and 
received a severe attack. The skirmish- 
ing was kept up as our lines advanced, 
and the position of the enemy in the 
woods was almost reached. A scatter- 
ing musketry fire continued from the 
first advance, about nine o’clock, till 
noon, and with occasional lulls. The 
cannonading was heavjy and severe. 
During the advance of the left grand 
division upon the enemy’s position, Ma- 
jor-General Stoneman’s corps, of the 
second grand division, Hooker’s, which 
had moved to the vicinity of the river 
the evening previous, moved over the 
bridges, , General Birney’s division, on 
the advance, moved toward tlie left to 
the support of that portion of the line. 
Great enthusiasm was excited among 
the troops as the battle-fiag of General 
Birney, of Stoneman’s corps, was seen 
moving across the plain, in advance of 
the corps in deep column, winding on- 
ward from the river. 




THE WAR WITH THE SOUTH. 


*• Gc’LL-rul J]iris':y ixad received orders 
iff pkce m position to support 

tliC of Crenerid Kejnokls' corps in 
liu o!«a«*k wliicli mis momentarily ex- 
pcf'i'ed to be liiiide. Orders to achmnce 
iutviiip: be«‘i! re(*i‘ived. fTeneral Gibbons’ 
and fboieiMl l^reade's divisions were di- 
i'erted to a/lvunre upon the enemy in 
llie woods urn! upon 1he liili, holding 
position if support sliouM come to them, 
ssbniidoning it in casri the}'' should be 
too -eveiviy ]*ressed. IVow came the 
most .succnsslul and determined effort on 
this part of our line. The attack was 
made from the point of intersection of 
the angle formed l)y our lines already 
referred to. This point was nearest to 
the woods, and the enemy's shells were 
falling thifjkly about it. Gibbons’ divi- 
sioii and the Pennsylvania Reserves ad- 
vancetl boldly toward the works of the 
e nemy . They \ ntsl led determinedly 
through the hrusliwooil and bushes on to 
a grove of cedars, and through these up 
the hills toward tlie breast-works of the 
enemy. The wojks were carried, many 
prisoners cajhiired, and the crest of the 
hill gained : not, however, without a 
heavy loss. General Gibbons has fallen, 
wounded in the arm, while leading his 
command to the attack. The wmrks of 
the enemy at this point were gained, but 
nut held. Tile enemy, unfortunately, 
possessed the strength to concentrate 
overwhelming mindK'rs of fresh troops 
upoti the tljreaiened point, and for all 
the valor of iliose who survived, and all 
the sacrifices of those who fell, the po- 
sition had to he abandoned, and our 
troops were coniptdied to fall back to the 


had penetrated beyond i i 

the railroad and the Bowling Green | | 

turnpike, through the woods and across I j 

the outer works of the enemy, to the ! j 

top of the hill, and were then forced | | 

back to this side of the I’ailroad, where ! I 

they maintained their stand in advance i ' 

of tliat they had originally occupied. ! ; 

In the m,ean time, General Doubleday | 1 

liad been constantly pushing the enemy 
upon the left. A most determiiied re- 
sistance was made by the enemy as skir- 
mishers and with reserves and artillery. 

The fire, which during the afternoon 
was kept on the left, told of the most 
severe fighting. For full a mile the en- 
emy was pressed back, contesting the 
ground inch by inch, receiving and in- 
flicting heavy loss. The enemy fell 
back upon bis defences, and the advaii- 
tage gained was indecisive. During . ^ 
three successive advances and checks j | 
along the centre and left grand division, | j 
luiinternipted shelling was kept up by 
the rebel batteries upon the bodies of 
troops at different points of the pdain. 

At a large stone mansion near the centre 
of our line, used as a field-hospital during 
the day, an incessant fire was directed. 

Hear this building General Bayard found 
an untimely death. A shell struck him 
while sitting under a tree within a few 
yards of General Franklin, in the leg, 
without exploding. His leg wars nearly 
torii off, and he died in the course of 
the evening. Toward the middle of the 
afternoon, the liring along the lines of 
the left grand division grew weaker and 
gradually settled into a comparative lull. 
Shortly before sunset, hoivover, the fir- 


intrenclied position on the heights over- 
looking the plain, held by the left, and 
the town, occupied by the right division, 
blew efforts, new sacrifices of life, will 
he required to accoiii23lish it. 

By far the severest fighting occurred 
on the right. All the generals that have 
participated in the battle of Aiitietam 
sji}' that to-day '’s contest on this portion 
of the line exceeded it in intensity. 
The rebels had our troops at a disadvan- 
tage. Their infantry fought principally 
under cover, while theh artillery had it 
almost their own way, from its elevated 
position. On the right it was found im- 
possible to bring any of our artillery 
into action, for want of proper positions 
in the early part of the day, until late 
in the afternoon, when a single battery, 
Phillips’, was employed in sections from 
high points of the streets of the town. 
At least sixty pieces played upon our 
right from the enemies’ batteries during 
the greater portion of the day.” * 
After this severe check our army re- 
mained but one day in Fredericksburg, 
and then withdrew to its former position 
Dec, oil the left bank of the Bappahan- 
nock. This perilous operation was 
conducted during a stormy night, with 


stances. „ The army was withdrawn 
at night, without the knowledge of 
the enemy and without loss, either 
of property or men.” In this dispatch 
to Major-G-eneral Halleck, general-in- 
chief of the United States army. Gen- 
eral Burnside states the I’easoos for his 
movement, and aissiimes the 'Mi respon- 
sibility of his action : 

“ IIeADQUAETERS xiRilY OP THE POTOMAC, | 
Falmouth, Decemher 19, 1862. f 
“ Ma joe-Geneeal H. W. IlALi.Er^K, Gexehat.- 
m-CaiEp OF UxiTET) States AE.\Er, Wa.sh- 

■IXGTOK.'-^ 

“General — I have the honor to of- 
fer the follow'ing reasons for moviiig the 
Army of the Potomac across the B;ap- 
pahannock sooner than was anticipated 
by the President, Secretary of War, or 
yourself, and for crossing at a point dif- 
ferent from the one indicated to you at 
our last meeting at the President's : 

“ Iluring my preparations for crossing 
at the place I had first selected, I dis- 
covered that the enemy had thrown a 
large portion of his force down the 
river and elsewhere, thus weakening his 
defences in front, and also tliought I dis- 
covered that he did not anticipate the 
crossing of our whole force at Freder- 
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ieksbiirg ; and I lioperl, by rapidly 
tl'irowiiig the mdiole cominancl over at 
that place, to separate, by a vigorous 
attack, tlie forces of the enemy on the 
river below from the forces behind and 
oil the crest, in tlie rear, of the town, in 
wliich case W'e could fight him with great 
advantage in oiir favor. 

“ To do this, we had to gain a height 
on. the extreme right of the crest, which 
height commanded a new road lately 
made bir the enemy for purposes of 
more rapid coinmnnication along his 
lines ; which point gained, his position 
along the crest would have been scarcely 
tenable, and he could have been driven 
from it easily by au attack on his front 
ill connection with a movement in the 
rear of the crest. 

“ How near w'e came to accomplishing 
our oVjject future reports will show’. 
Bui f w tlie fog and unexpected and un- 
avoidable delay in Imilding tlie bridges, 
which ga\'e the enemy Iwority-four 
hours more t<,> concentrate liis forces in 
his strong jat.^ilioiis, we W’ould almost 
certainly Iiave succeeded, in wdiich ca.se 
the battle would liave been, in my opin- 
ion, far more decisive than if wm had 
crossed at the place.? first selected. As 
it w’as, w*e came very near success. 

“ Failing in accomplishing the main 
object, we remaiiicd in order of battle 
tw’o (lays — long enough to decide that the 
enemy w'oiiid not come out of his 
strongliolds to fight us with his infantry 
— after wdiieh w’e recrossed to this side 
of the river unmolested, without the 
loss of men or property’. 

“ As the day broke, our long lines of 


troops were seen niarcliiiig to their dif- 
ferent positions as if going on parade. 
Kot the least demoralization or disor- 
ganization existed. 

“To the brave officers and soldiers 
w'lio accomplished the feat of thus re- 
crossing the river in the face of the en- 
emy, I owe everytliiiig. 

“ For the failure in the attack I am 
responsible, as the extreme gallantry, 
courage, and endurance shown by them 
wmre never exceeded, and w’ould have 
carried the points had it been possible. 

“To the families and friends of the 
dead I can only offer my heartfelt sym- 
pathies ; but for the wmiinded I can 
ofier my earnest prayers for their com- 
fortable and final recovery. 

“The fact that I decided to move 
from 'Warrenton on to this line, rather 
against the opinion of the President, 
Secretary of War, and yourself, and that 
you left tlie wliole movement in my 
liaiids, w’ithout giving me orders, makes 
me responsible. 

“I will add here that the movement 
was made earlier than you expected, 
and after the President, Secretary, and 
yourself requested me not to be in haste, 
for the reason that we w’ere supplied 
much sooner by the different staff' de- 
partments than was anticipated when 1 
last saw’ you. 

“Our killed amounts to 1,152 j our 
w’ounded, to about 9,000 : and our pris- 
oners, to about 700, which last have 
been parollcd and exchanged for about 
the same numlier taken by us. 

“ The wounded w^ere all removed to 
this side of the river, and are being w’ell 
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LEE'S REPORT. otO 1 


cared for, and the dead were all buried 

posing our troops to the destructive fire |, 


under a flag of truce. 

of his numerous batteries. Positions , j 


“The surgeons report a much larger 

were therefore selected to oppose his ! 


proportion of slight wounds than usual, 

advance after crossing. The narrowi:ie.s 3 | 


1,622 only being treated in hospitals. 

of the Rappahannock, its winding . | ; 


“I am glad to represent the army at 

course, and deep bed, aflbrded.opportii- j i 


the present time in good condition. 

nity for the construction of bridges at 1 i 


“ Thanking the Government for that 

points beyond the reach of our artillery, 1 


entire support and confidence wdiich I 

and the banks had to be watcliod by 

i 


have always received from them, I re- 

skirmishers. The latter, sheltering 



main, General, very respectfully, your 

themselves behind the houses, drove 



obedient servant, 

hack the working parties of the enemy | 


“A. E. Burnside, 

at the bridges opposite the city ; but at j 


“ Major-General Commanding the Army 

the lowest point of crossing, where no | 


of the Potomac.” 

shelter could be had, our sharp-shooters j 


General Burnside subsequently cor- 

were themselves driven off, and the j | 


rected his statement of the loss by de- 

completion of the bridge was effected | | 


daring — “ On the authority of Dr. Let- 

about noon on the 11th. | j 


terman, our medical director, the whole 

“In the afternoon of that day, the | j 


number of wounded is between 6,000 

enemy’s batteries opened upon the city, J 1 


and 7,000. About one-half of these are 

and by dark had so demolished the 1 ! 

. 

receiving treatment in the hospitals.” 

houses on the river hank as to deprive | ; 


The following is General Lee’s official 

our skirmishers of shelter, and, under ; 


report of the battle of Predericksburg : 

cover of his guns, he eliected a lodg- < : 


“HeADQUAETBKS AeMY 03? NoBTHERN I 

ment in the town. The troops which i 


Yieginia, DectfmSt’/r 14, 1862. ) 

had so gallantl}?- held their position in 

1 

r 

■1 


“The Honorable Secretary of War, Rich- 

the city under the severe cannonade 



MOND, Yieginia : 

dmfiiig the day, resisting the adraiice of 

J 


“Sir — On the night of the 10th in- 

the enemy at every step, were with- 

j 

1 


stant llio enemy commenced to throw 

drawn during the night, as were also 

■ J 


three bridges over the Rappahannock — 

those who, with equal tenacity, hail 

1 

i 


two at Fredericksburg’, and the tliird 

maintained their post at the lowest | | 


about a mile and a quarter below, near 

bridge. | | 

1 tlie-inoiitli of the Deep Rim. The plain 

“Under cover of darkness and a 1 j 


on wliich Frederickslmrg stands is so 

dense fog, on the 12th, a large force | i 


completely commanded by the liills of 

passed tlie river, and took |>osiTioii on \ 


Stafford, in possession of the enemy, 

the right bank, protected by tiicir | 


that no effectual opposition could he of- 

heavy gnus on the left. i 


fered to the construction of the bridges 

“ On the morning of the 13th, his ar- 



or the passage of the river, without ex- 

rangemeiits for attack being completed, 
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ulniiit oViOek. tlio movement veiled 
e ke relvaiK'ed ])oHly in large 
iHree fiiTtii-isi oiir riglit wing. ■ General 
Jii/'k-oirs corps occupied tlie right of 
our iiiiH. vriiicli rested on _the railroad : 
Gtiuernl L«'mg-.treet‘?! the left, extending 
utmg Tiic lieiiTiitH tu the llappaliaimock, 
ahovc Frc‘4c‘rio‘kal»urg : General Stuart, 
will-. iNvo hri.Liiidcs <m‘' <'Uv'alrj, was posted 
in the extensive plain on our extreme 
A.s soon as die advance of the 
eiieujy was flisrovered through the fog, 
iJem-ral Stuart, wiiii his accustomed 
promptness, moved up a section of his 
liorse artillery, wdiich opened with ef- 
fect upon his ilaiik, and drew upon the 
gallant Pcrnani a heavy fire, w’hich he 
sustained Tiiifiiiicliingdy for about two 
hours. 

In the mean time the enemy was 
fiercely encouniered by General A. P. 
HilVs division, forming General Jacle- 
son's j'iglit, and, aher an obstinate com- 
bat, repidscd. .11 uring tliis attack, which 
was jirotractcd and liutly contested, two 
of General Hillk hrigiu-les were driven 
hack upon our wSecond line. General 
Early, wiili part of his division, being 
ordered to his supjjori, drove the enemy 
back from the poiiit of woods he had 
.seized, ami pursued him into the plain, 
uuTii arrested Iw his artillery, 

‘‘The right of tlio enemy’s coliiiftn. 
extending beyond IfiH's frcrnt, encoun'- 
ten-d the right of General Hood, of 
Long.^trcet’s corps. Tiie enemy took 
possession of a small copse in front of 
Hood, but Were quickly dispossessed 
and repuls<*d with loss, 

“During the attack on our right, the 


enemy was crossing troops over his 
bridges at Fredericksburg, and massing 
them ill front of Loiigstreetls line. 
Soon after his repulse on our right, he 
commenced a series of attacks on our 
left, with a vietv of obtaining possession 
of the heights immediately overlooking 
the town. These repeated attacks were 
repulsed in gallant style by the Wash- 
ington Artillery, under Colonel Walton, 
and a portion of McLaw’s division, 
which occupied these heights, 

“ The last assault was made after 
dark, when Colonel Alexander’s battal- 
ion had relieved the Washington Artil- 
lery, whose ammunition had been ex- 
hausted, and ended the contest for the 
day. 

“The enemy was supported in his 
attacks liy the fire of strong batteries of 
artillery on the right bank of the river, 
as well as by the numerous heavy bat- 
teries on the Stafford Heights. 

“ Our loss during the operations, since 
the movements of the enemy began, 
amounts to about 1,800 killed and 
wounded. Among the former, I regret 
to report the death of the patriotic sol- 
dier and statesman, Brigadier-General 
Thomas R. R. Cobh, who fell upon oiir 
left; and among the latter, that brave 
soldier an d ac<mmpiislied gentleman, 
Brigadier-General M. Gregg, who was 
very seriously, and, it is feared, iiiortally, 
wounded, during the attack on our right. 

“ The enemy to-day has been ajjpa- 
reiitly burying liis dead. His troops 
are visible in their first position in line 
ol battle, Ijiit with the exception of 
some desultory cannonading and firing 



EFFECT OF THE DISASTER, 


between skirmisliers, he has not at- 
tempted to renew the attack. 

“About 550 prisoners were taken 
during the engagement, but the full ex- 
tent of his loss is unknown. 

“I have the honor to be, very re- 
spectfully, your obedient servant, 

“E. E. Lee, 

“ Greneral in Command.'’ 

On resuming his old position at Fal- 
mouth, Oeneral Burnside concentrated 
his forces, and thus called in the corps 
under Sigel, which had been operating- 
on his right flank. N'otwitlistandiiig the 
activity of Sigel, and an occasional suc- 
cessful skirmish — as at Snicker’s Ferry, 
Nov. ■^kere Greneral Stahl routed a force 
under the Confederate general, 
■\Vhite — some 2,000 cavalry, commanded 
by General Hampton, succeeded in 
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|irrivf4 to be an old of&nder. General 
Jlurn^ide. lioweTor, witii a generous self- 
5 -ai?ri!iee. eame to the rescue of his in- 
dicted -nperioFs; bj assiiiiiing in a letter 
the full lY^spcnrsibiiity of ' the . and 

(“ouduct of the attack upon. Fredericks- 
burg. 

Congress, in sympa, lb j with the pop- 
lilaiv serdimccrit, appointed a joint coiii- 
Jtiittee on tlie conduct of tlie war, wdiicli, 
afo.'r [,roceeding to the headquarters of 
the A-]‘iiiy of the Potomac, and taking 
the testimony of the general. Burnside, 
and his ehiei' olHem-s, puhlislted a rei»ort 
on the })attie of Fredci'icksbiirg. The 
facts elicited ju’oved that tlie pltms and 
the crniduct of the hattie had emanated 
solely fr<nn General Burnside. Tills of- 
licer. liotvever, and his snhordi nates, 
concurred In the opinion that an earlier 
attempt wmnld have heeu Buccessfiil, and 
that smdv nvouM have been made, had 
the pojitoons urriwid in timo. it icas 
proved tlnti Genei’ai Jlalleck had so 
far nuderutken lu provide them, as 
to send a telegraphic order for them to 
Wadiington, hut relieved himself from 
any further respmisilahty in tlie mut- 
ter by testifying to the Congresskmul 
committee that lie laid told General 
Burnside that everything was at 
liis requisition ; lie must make Ids own 
requisitions and give his own orders: 
that, 1 Wiiiud nut iiiierfcre. except to 
a.xsLsr in cjuTving his views out as 
rnucli as 1 rould ; whenever any thing 
wa.s reported to me as not being flone, 
tliat 1 would render nil the assi.stauce 
in my power j and just previous to 


that time, with reference to a requisi- 
tion which lie had sent me, I told him 
not to send me any requisitions, but to 
make them on tlie proper heads of de- 
partments, and if they did not do their 
duty, then immediately report it to me ; 
hut that I could not attend to any re- 
quisitions at all’’ General Burnside did 
iiirfortuiiately trust to General riallec,k 
for the pontoons. “I supposed,” he 
says, “of course, that those portions of 
the plan which required to be attended 
to at Wasliington would ho carried out 
there at once.*’ He, however, frankly 
adds : “I could have sent otiicers of my 
ow'u there to attend to these matters, and 
perhaps I made a mistake in not doing 
so, as General Halleek afterward told 
mo that I ought not have trusted to 
them in Washington for the details.” 

The extreme pLepiiblicau inomhers of 
Congress took the occasion of the pop- 
ular discontent witli tlie Administration 
to urge upon the President a change in 
liis cabinet. They especially indicated 
the 8ec]*etary of State for dismission, 
with whom the ultraisls of his party’’ 
had been long dissatisfied in coriso- 
queiice of his suspected moderation, 
lilr. Sewaird, on discovering this move- 
ment to eject him, sent in his resigna- 
tion. klr. Chase, the t^ecretary of the 
Treasuyy, though far from obnoxious to 
the faction so hostile to liis associate, 
being indignant at this interference, also 
resigned. The President, liowever, de- 
termined to retain them, and finally 
prevailed upon both to remain in his 
cabinet. 
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Co-operative Movements with Burnside. —Advance of General Foster in North Carolina.— Success of Fo.ster at Kinston. 
—Movement to Whitehall and Goldsboro.— Attack on the Wilmhigfcoii and Weldon Hail way.— -EetHm of Foster to 
Novvbern.— Compelled to return by the advance of the Enemy in foree.~.¥orenie.ots from Norfolk to Siiffolk.— 
Hopes from Banks’ great Expedition. — Disappointment hi regard to it.s destination. —Banks at New Ori(*iui.s.~G(;neral 
Hamilton, of Texas. — Removal of General Butler from New Orleans. — Causes.— Farewell OMe-r of Butler.— Banks' 
Proclamation. — ^Promise of a more Conciliatory Policy. — Anomalous duty of Judge Peabody. — Activity of Banks. 
— Capture of Baton Rouge.— The Enemy retire to Port Hudson. — Formidable Defences. 


In order to co-operate with Biirn- 
side in liis designs on Idichniond, 
the Union army — numbering about 
20,000 men, concentrated at Hewbern, 
under the command of General Fos- 
ter, ' accompanied by a flotilla of gim- 
boats moving up the ¥01186 River 
II, — marched into the north-eastern 
part of Uorth Carolina, with a view of 
destroying the enemy’s railway coniniu- 
nications between Richmond and the 
South, and forming a junction with the 
Federal forces at Suffolk and Uorfolk. 
After a continued series of skirmishes, 
Foster met the enemy in considerable 
force under General Evans, at Kinston,*’* 

® HEADQUAlll’EaS nKPAimCENT OE NORTE CaKOUINA, ^ 
Kinston, N. C., Dec. 14, 1802. J 

MAJOE-G-ENERAii Hauueok,: Geneeae-in-Chieiv Wash- 
in’Gton: 

“ I have the honor to inform Jrou that I left Newbern 
for this place on the 11th insi, hut that, owing to the 
had. roads and consequent .<ielay.s of my trains, etc., I did , 
not reach Southwest Creek, five miles from, this town, un- 
til the afternoon of the 13th instant. The enemy were 
posted there, but l;>y a heavy artillery fire in front and a i 
vigorous infantry attack on either flank, I succeeded in 
forcing a luissago, and without much lo.^s. 

“This morning I advanced on this town, and found the 
enemy stronglj'' posted at a defile through a marsh bor- 
dering on a creek. The position was so well chosen that 
very little of our artillery could be brought In play. The 


where a spirited engagement took place, 
in which the Union arms were ijgc, 
victorious. The enemy lost 200 
killed and wounded, 400 who were 
taken prisoners, eleven pieces of artil- 
lery, 600 stands of arms, and a consid- 
erable quantity of stores and ammimi- 
tion. The Union loss was about 200 in 
killed and wounded. Having taken 
possession of Kinston, which was par- 
tially burned, General .Foster moved 
upon Whitehall and Goldsboro, wlieiice 
he drove the enein}". Haviiig destroyed 
a half-finished Iron-clad boat, a number 
of bridges, some six miles of the.Wil- 
inington and Weldon Railway, and the 

main attack, therefore, was made by the infantry, a-ssisted 
hy a few guns pushed forward in tht* roads. After a fi ve 
hours’ hard fight we snccecdc-d in driving thcciieiuy from 
their position. We fniluwed thorn rajddly to tin; riwi'. 
The bridge over tlic Ncuse at this ptuntwas pivpaiv-d f.-i- 
firing, and was fired in six places; but wc were so do.-ii.* 
behind them that we .s;i.ved the bridge. 

“ The enemy retreated ju'edpitatdy ly the GijbEburo 
and i’ikeville roads. T’koir ibrcc ivas about C.ObO men 
and twenty pieces of artillery. 

“The result is, we have taken Kiu.ston, caphne.l eb-ven 
pieces of artillery, taken 400 t<i 500 pris'-iieri, and finuul 
a large amount of quarterma.sttgs’ and connnh.s;iry stiires. 
Our loss will jirobiiltjy nut exceed 200 kilb 'I and wounded. 

I am, with great re.spect, your obedient servant, 

“S. G, Foster, Major-General Comnuinding.’’ : 
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telegraph line, he retunied to Newbern 
after an absence of eight days. Foster 
tliiis briefly summed up the results of 
his esnedition : 


“ IlEADQCrAKTEilS DepAETMENT OP NOETil \ | 
Carotjata, i>ce. 20, 1862. 1 | 

“ Majoe-Gen-. Hallege., Q:E'NEBAL-iAr-CmEP : ! 

“ M.y expedition was a perfect success. 

I burned tlie railroad bridge at Gohis- 
boro and Mount Olive, and tore up sev- 
eral miles of the track of the Wilming- 
ton and Weldon Kail road. 

‘‘We fought four engagements, viz.; 
at Southwest Creek, Kinston, 'Whitehall, 
and C’oldsboro, and whipped the enemy 
handsomely each time. 

“ J. Gr. FoSTEE, 

“ Brigadier-General Commanding.” 
The expedition of General Foster, 
however skilfully conducted, was ren- ' 
dered abortive by tlie failure of Burn- 
side at Fredericksburg. The enera}^, 
being i-elieved by their victory from any 
imniedijite danger to tiieir capital from 
that (piarter, were enabled to send re- 
info rc'ements to defend * its approaches 
ill other directions. Thus they not only 
compelled General Foster to retire to 
his base of operations at hTewbern, but 
succeeded in keeping in check the 
movements of the Union troops from 
JS'orfolk and Suffolk, which had been 
oecii[ned after the capture of the former 
city, intended also to be co-operative 
with the advance of General Burnside 
upon Frederii'ksburg. 

Thougii the first United States expe- 
Dec, dition wliicli startetl for Suffolk suc- 
h ceeded in driving the enemy across 
the Blackwater River at FranlGin, reea])- 


turing the celebrated Pittsburg battery, 
and taking thirty prisoners, the second 
from the same place resulted in total 
failure. General Terry set out 
with a dcfcaehment of troops and a H* 
pontoon train to cross the Blackwater, 
but being met by a superior force of 
the enemy, was forced to retire, though 
fortunately with a loss only of three 
killed and wounded, for which he was 
compensated by the capture of thirteen 
prisoners. 

Wlien the disaster to the Union arms 
at Fredericksburg became known, it was 
hoped that the great naval and military 
expedition, which had been so long 
preparing at jSTew York, was destined 
to operate on the south of Biclirnond, 
either by Forth Carolina or the James 
Paver. The people at the Forth hoped 
that thus the defeat of their army in 
front might be avenged by a signal suc- 
cess in the rear, and the capture of the 
enemy’s capital secured, in spite of 
Burnside’s check on the Rappahannock. 
These hopes, however, were disappoint- 
ed. General Banks, who had sailed from 
I Few York on the evening of December 
4tli, ill his flag-ship the steamer Forth 
Star, arrived at Few Orleans on the 
14th of the same month. He was ac- 
companied by a large fleet of inen-of- 
war and transports, though many of 
his vessels had been detained on the 
voyage in consequ(--nce of various mis- 
haps, owing to the imsoaworthiness of 
the miscellaneous craft which had been 
carele.s.siy pressed into the service. On 
I the arrival of General Banks at Few 
I Orleans, he immediately assumed the 
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command at that city, which was estab- 
lished as the basis of great military and 
naval operations, to be carried on for 
the further subjugation of Louisiana, 
the full conquest of the Mississippi 
Paver, the capture of the enemy’s posts 
in the G-ulf of Mexico, and the re-estab- 
lishment of the Federal authority in 
Texas. To aid in this last object, Gen- 
eral Banks was accompanied by General 
A. J. Hamilton, who had been ap- 
pointed by the President military gov- 
ernor of Texas. 

Hamilton, though a Southern man by 
birth, having been born in Alabama, 
whence he had emigrated to Texas, had, 
on the breaking out of the rebellion, 
signalized himself as a firm advocate of 
the Union. Persecuted by the seces- 
sionists, he had been forced to fly from 
his home, and escaping through Mexico 
to Hew York, became prominent for his 
advocacy of the extermination of slav- 
ery, as a means of prosecuting the war 
for the Union. His loyalty and politi- 
cal sympathy with the Government, as 
well as his supposed influence in Texas, 
where as a lawyer and a member of 
Congress he had been much esteemed, 
marked him out as a suitable person to 
assist in executing the design of encour- 
aging the Union sentiment of his State. 

General Butler, -whose rigid rule at 
Hew Orleans had, by its interference 
with their representatives, aroused the 
susceptibilities of foreign nations, was 
superseded, in politic concession, it was 
suspected, to the remonstrances of Eu- 
ropean powers. 

General Butler, on yielding up his 


command to General Banks, took leave 
of the army in a farewell order, in which 
he dwelt, with characteristic seif-gratii- 
lation, upon a career whose motives and 
conduct had been so variously esti- 
mated. Ill this address to the people 
of Hew Orleans, Butler repeated tlio 
complacent remarks upon liimself, and 
added some observations upon the con- 
duct of others, singularly indiscreet on 
the part of an officer of a Government 
at peace with those whose actions lie 
held up to scorn. 

“i^DDRESS TO THE PeOPLE OP NeW OrLEAXS. 
“Citizens op New Orleans; 

“ It may not be inappropriate, as it is 
not inopportune in occasion, that there 
should he addressed to you a few wxjrds 
at parting, h}'- one whose name is to he 
hereafter indissoluhly connected with 
your cit3n 

“ I shall speak in no bitterness, be- 
cause I am not conscious of a single 
personEil animosity. Commandiog the 
Army of the Gulf, I found you cap- 
tured, but not surrendered ; eonquered, 
but not orderly ‘ relieved from the pres- 
ence of an army, but incapable of tak- 
ing care of yourselves. So far from it, 
imu had called upon a foreign legion to 
protect you from yourselves. I restored 
order, punished crime, opened commerce, 
brought provisions to your starving peo- 
ple, reformed your curiamey, and gave 
3:^011 cjuiet protection, such as 3*011 had 
not enjo3*ed for many i^ears. 

“ While doing this, my soldiers were 
subjected to obloquy, reproach, and 
insult. 

“And now, speaking to 3x111 who 
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know the truth, I here declare that 

been smolied to death in caverns, as 

j 

1 


wlioever has quietly remained about his 

were the Covenanters of Scotland by 

1 


business, afForcling neither aid nor com- 

command of a general of the royal 



fort to the enemies of the United States, 

house of England ; or roasted like the 



has never been interfered with by the 

inhabitants of Algiers during the French 



soldiers of the United States. 

campaign ; your -wives and daughters 



“ The men who had assumed to gov- 

might have been given over to the rav- • 



era you and to defend your city in arms 

isher, as were the unfortunate dames of 



having fled, some of your women flouted 

Spain in the Peninsular war ; or you 



at the presence of those who came to 

might have been scalped and toma- 



protect them. By a simple order (Uo. 

hawked, as our mothers were at Wyo- 



28) I called upon eveiy soldier of this 

ming by the savage allies of Great 



army to treat the women of Uew Or- 

Britain in our own Revolution ; your 



leans as gentlemen should deal with the 

property could have been turned over 



sex, with such effect that I now call 

to indiscriminate ‘loot,’ like the palace 



upon the jiist-inmdecl ladies of New 

of the emperor of China ; works of art 



Orleans to say whether they have ever 

which adorned your buildings might 



enjoyed so complete protection and calm 

have been sent away, like the paintings 



quiet for themselves and their families, 

of the Tatican ; your sons might have 



as since the advent of the United States 

been blown from the mouths of cannon. 



troops. 

like the Sepoys at Delhi ; and yet this 


! 

“ The enemies of my country, imre- 

would have been within the rules of 



jientarit and implacahle, I have treated 

civilized warfare, as practiced by the 



witli merited severity. I hold that re- 

most polished and the most hypocritical 



heliipii is treason, and that treason per- 

nations of Europe. For such acts the 


1 

si.sted in is death, and any punishment 

records of the doings of some of the 



short of that due a traitor gives so much 

iiihahitants of your city towards the 



clear gain to him from the clemenc}' of 

friends of the Union, before my coming, 



the Ooverinnent. Upon this tliesis have 

were a sufficient provocative and justffi- 


t 

1 

I. administered the authority of the 

cation. 


I 

f 

! United Biates, because of which I am 

“But I have not so conducted. On 


1 

1 

1 iKjt imcoiiscious of complaint. I do not 

the contrary, the worst punishment in- 1 

1 

i 

feed tliat I hare erred in too much harsh- 

flicted, except .for criminal acts punisli- j 

! 

i 

j 

1 ness, for that harshness hits ever been. 

able by every law, has been banishment j 

1 

e,\hibiied to disloyal enemies of my 

with labor to a barren island, wdiere I 

} 

(‘ounhy, and not to loyal friends. To 

encamped my own soldiers before 

1 

i 

he sure, i might have regaled you with 

marching here. 

i 

the amenities of British civiliziition, and 

It is true I have levied upon the 

1 

}'et been within the suppo.sed rules of 

wealtlw rebel and paid out nearly half 

• 

civilized warfare. You might have . 

a million of dollars, to feed 40,000 of 
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BA^'KS OX SLAVERY, 



I ciiiiie among j^ou, by tcacliings. 
br liabit of niind. by political position, 
by social affinity, inclined to sustain 
Tour domestic laws, if by possibility 


grapliical position, only a portion of 
wdiicb was licretoforc yours. 

‘''Benj. F. Butler.” 
G-encral BanlvS, in bis new orders and 


they might be with safety to tlie Union. 

“Months of experience and observa- 
tion liave forced the conviction that the 


proclamation, showed himself to be more 
modest in expression, and promised to 
be more lenient in policy, tlian bis pre- 
dcr-cssor. Tlio first net of Ibo new com- 


existetice of shivery is iiicompntilde wiili 
the safety either of yourselves or of the 
Union. As the system has gradually 
grown to its present huge dimensions, it 
were best if it could be gradually re- 
moved : but it is better, far better, that 
it sliould be taken out at once, than that 
it should longer vitiate the social, polit- 
ical, and family redations 

trv, I am 

■■■■ 

thropic views as regards 
simply of the effect of 
master. See for yoursolve; 

“ Look around you and 
this saddening, deadening iiiliuence 
not all but destroyed the -^'ory frame- 
w^ork of your society. 

“I am speaking the faiwell words 
of Olio who has shown his devotion to 
his country at the peril of his life and 
fortune, who in these words can have 
neither hope nor interest sa>ve the good 
of those whom he addresses j and let 
me here repeat, with all the solenmity 
of an appeal to Heaven to hear me wit- 
ness, that such are the views forced 
upon me by experience. 

“Como, then, to the unconditional 
support of the Government. Take into 
jour own hands your own institutions j 
remodel them according to the laws of 
mtions and of God, and thus attain that 
greao prosperity assured to you by geo- 


man der was to arrest tlio further sale of 
confiscated property, -which had been 
bitberto carried on so extensively and 
conducted in a manner so equivocal as 
to excite suspicion, not only of its jus- 
tice, but of its expediency. In order to 
1‘egulate such proceedings in tlie -luture 
by the forms if not the enactments of 
established law, Charles A. Peabodjn 


of reconciling martial with legal re- 
quirements. 

In his proclamation General Banks 
addressed the people such words of con- 
ciliation as encouraged them to hope 
•for a charity of sentiment and a liber- 
ality of treatment of which they had 
despaired under the severe rule of his 
predecessor. 

The following was General Banks" 
proclamation : 

“ HeA 1>QTTAKTKRS DErART'MEXT OP THE GvLP, 1 

Hew Orleaxs, Dec. 16, 1862. > 

“In obedience to orders from the 
President, I have assumed command of 
the Department of the Gulf, to which is 
added, by- his special order, the State, bf 
Texas. 


of your coiin- 
speaking with no philan- 
tl'u'i slave, but 
slavery ;■ oil the 

say-uvliether 

'Una 


formerly judge of the Supreme Court 
of How York, bad been endowed by 
tlie President -^vitb. extraordinary judi- 
cial powan's, and sent out with General 
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considerations of public safety ; but | ters away its riglits, iiiimortaj iionors will 
^hile their claims will be liberally con- j rest upon another that reclaims them, 
''lidered, it is due also to them to slate 


that all the rights of the Government 
will be unflincliingl}?^ maintained. 

“ Kespectful consideration and prom})t 
reparation -will be accorded to all })(‘.r- 
sons who are wronged in body or estate 
by those under niy command. 

“The Government does not profit 
by the prolongation of civil contest, or 
the private or public siifTerings wliich 
attend it. Its fruits are not equally dis- 
tributed. In the disloyal States, deso- 
lation has empire on the sea and on tlie 
land. In the Korth the war is an abid- 
ing sorrow, but not yet a calamity. Its 
cities and towns are increasing in popu- 


“ Let it never be said eilhtjr that the 
Ea.st and the West may he separated. 
Thirty days' distance from the murkeis 
of Europe may satisfy the wuets oi 
Louisiana;, aii*l Arkansas, but il wdi 
answer the demands of Illinois and Ohio. 
The valley of the .Missishijjpi will have 
its deltas upon the Atlantic. The phys- 
ical force of the West will debouch 
upon its sliores with a power as resist- 
less a.s the torrents of its giant rh'crs, 
Tlie country cannot be permaiieutly di- 
vided. Ceaseless wars may drain its 
blood and treasure — domestic lyrantsor 
foreign foes may grasj> the sceptre of 
its power-— but itsyiesuny will remain 
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ncliaiiged. It will still be muted, 
has ordained it. What avails, then, the 
clestriietioii of the best government ever 
devised by man— the self-adjusting, self- 
correcting Constitution of the United 
States? 

‘‘People of the Southwest! Why 
not acs^ept the conditions imposed hy 
the imperious necessities ot geographi- 
cal coidiguratioii and commercial su- 
premacy, and re-establish your ancient 
prosperity and renown ? Why not be- 
come the founders of states which, as 
the entrepots and depots of your own 
central and upper Milleys, may stand, in 
the ailluciice of their resources, without 
a superior, and, hi the }n’ivileges of the 
people, without a peer, among the na- 
tions of the earth f 

“X. P. Banks, 

“ Major-General Commanding.'- 


General Banks did not allow his con- 
ciliatory disposition to weaken his en- 
ergies in carrying on the war against the 
enemy. He had hardly been two days 
in Hew Orleans when he sent out 
an expedition of gun-boats and 1®* 
transports laden with troops, under the 
command of General Grover, to take 
piossession of Baton B,ouge, the capital 
of Louisiana, which had been evacu- 
ated by General Butler. The enemy 
offering no resistance, the almost de- 
serted city was occupied by the Union 
troops. 

The Confederate forces had abandon- 
ed the place to concentrate at Port Hud- 
son, on tiiG Mississippi, wdiere they had 
raised foi'inidable fortifications to aid in 
I the defence of that portion of the river 
I extending to Yicksbiirg, of which they 
I still held the command. 


pn-fAf/v;. 
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BATTLE OF CAXE HILL. r.Ol : 

t 


CHAPTER XL. ; j 

The Enemy on the Borders of Missouri.— General Blunt’s attack at Cane Hill— Tictory lor the of * 5 

General Marmaduke.— The Enemy reinforced, return, to attack Blunt at Cane Iliil.— Tiie r<„uul'- >1.- Be- ‘ i 

markable Victory of Blunt. — lletreat and Pursuit of the Enemy. — Schofield reHumes comniaini of tii-. Tubm i i 
Forces.— Prepares to march into Arkansas. —Missouri temporarily quiet.— A Lf)yal LoA-datare. -Majority in Savor j 1 
of Slave Emancipation. — Missouri again invaded. — Marmaduke eludes the vigilance of the tlnionists, and att io-ks ^ i 

if 

Springfield. — ^The Enemy repulsed, return to Arkansas.— 5Iovements in the Soutlnvest Busecrans supemales Buell ! 1 

in Tennessee. — Advance of General Grant through Mississippi. — Unsuccessful efiurts of Hovey and Sherman to i J 

co-operate. — The Enemy in the rear of Grant.— Biishing movements of Van Dorn.— Capture of HoFJy Springs.— j j 

Great booty. — Grant denounces the conduct of the Union ofiicer in command of Holly S|)rings. — Grant forced to 1,1 

retmm.— Success of Sullivan. — Activity of the Enemy’s Cavalry.— Alarm produced.— Fright at New , Sladrifl: and | | 

No. 10 .— The Enemy concentrating at ATcksburg under command of Pemberton.— Expeiiit ion of General Sher- i | 

man. — ^Fortifications of Vickslnirg. — ^^'‘isit of Jefferson Davis.— Sherman at tlje moittli of the Yaado.— Attack on ‘ i 

Vicksburg. — Failure of Sherman, — McClernand assumes the command.— Capture of Arka'isns Action of t lie 1 

Fleet. — Successes on White River. — General Grant returns to Memphis. — Another Expedition to Vickgbtirg. — Ges- | 

eral Grant in command. — Arrival at Young’ .s Point.— The Strength of the Enemy. • 


The Confederate forces continuing to 
1862 about the borders of Arkan- 

sas with the view of invading Mis- 
souri, a division of the Union army un- 
der General Blunt made forced marches 
and attacked the enemy at Cane 
28. Hill. The battle lasted several 
hours, and resulted in a complete vic- 
tory for the Union arms. General Mar- 
maduke, the Confederate commander, 


heriiig 24,000 men, and atieniphn] !■> 
drive General Blunt from the posit ion 
he held at Cane Hill, and at iiie same 
time strove to cut oil’ tlm reinfoi-ec- 
ments he ivas awaiting. The stiaiggle 
and the remarkable vlctoiy over su])e- 
rior numbers by .Blunt are }»e.‘<t, de- 
scribed in bis own words. TJii.^ wan 
his official report : 

“Hkadqu.v_PvTers Army of tiie J'T:fN tii.:!j. i 




was forced to abandon his position and 
fly precipitately with his troops until 
he reached Van Buren. General Blunt 
encamped on the battle-field. The 
strength of the enemy was estimated at 
nearly 8,000, while that of the Union- 
ists was only 6,000. The losses were 
heaviest on the part of the Confeder- 
ates, but on neither side great, TTie 
enemy having succeeded in concentrat- 
ing their detached troops in Arkansas, 
again advanced with an army now niim- 


iJA'ri'EE Fikij), ^-K.iR FAyE‘iTLvn.i.i:, .- 
Demnihar S, 1602 . ) 

‘‘To Ma.torUteneral Ci.'KTis: 

“ This place on yesterday was the 
scene of a hard-fought and bloody field: 
resulting in a complete victory of tiic 
Army of the .Frontier. 

The rebel forces, under Cener.iis 
Hindman, IMarmaduke, Parsons, and 
Frost, numbered 24,000. I Jrad been, 
holding the enemy on the Boston IMymu- 
tains for two days, skiiMiiishiug tvith 
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tlieir fidvanco, holding tlieiii in check 
until General Herron could come up 
wii h reinrorocinents. 

■■*0n the 7th ilioY drove in rny out- 
posits, and g'jt ptissc.^ftion of a road by 
wiiich they txnnrneiiced a Hank riiove- 
m<mt on iny kd't during iho nigld, wliile 
they made ti heavy feint in front. Their 
object was to cut off conniiiinicalion be- 
tween myself and Geiieral Herron, wlio 
was to be at Fayetteville at dayliglit. 

“They attacked (.General Ilerroii at 
about ten o’clock a.m,, wIjo, Ijy gallant 
and desperate figditing, held them in 
check for three hours, until I came and 
attacked them in the rear. The fighting 
was desperate on both sides, and con- 
tiuiied until it was terminated by the 
darkness of the night. 

“hly command bivouacked on their 
arms, ready to renew the confiiet at 
daylight in the inorniiig. But the en- 
emy had availed themselves of the night 
to retreat across the Boston Mountains. 

“The loss on both sides has been 
heavy. My lo.ss in killed is small in 
proportion to tlr‘ number of woiiiided. 
The enemy’s loss, compared with ours, 
wnis at least four to one.; My artillery 
made terrible destruction in tlieir ranks. 
They had greatly the advantage in num- 
bers and i^osition. Yet Generals liind- 
maii and Marniaduke ackiiowdedged to 
me, in an iiitcnwicw under a flag of truce, 
that tluT had been well whipped. 

Among the enemy’s killed is Colo- 
nek- Stein, formerly brigadier-general 
of the Missouri State Guard. 

‘‘The Niiicteeuth and Twentieth Iowa, 
Thirty-seventh Illinois, and Twenty- 


fixth Indiana regiments, of General Her- 


ron’s division, suffered severely. 

“General Herron deserves great 
credit for the promptness with which he 
reinforced me by forced marches from 
near Springfield, and also for his gal- 
lantry upon the field. 

“ Yery respectfully, 

“ Jas. G. Blunt, 

“Brigadier-General.” 

The enemy, whose loss was estimated 
at d,000, were so discouraged by their 
defeat at Prairie Grove, as the battle- 
field was called, that they seemed in- 
capable of further serious resistance to 
the Union forces, which continued to 
advance, driving before them the Con- 
federates, who were forced to evacuate 
Yan: Biireu, ' cross , the ' Arkansas River, 
and seek a refuge hi; Arfcadelpliia, fifty- 
five miles southwest of Little Rock, the 
capital of the State. The enemy were 
reputed to be greatly demoralized for 
want of supplies, and to have lost thou- 
sands by straggling and desertion. This 
is the official report of General Blunt : 


PtEADQXJ'AETERS AliMT O'F'THE FeOXTIER, ) 

Yax Burex, Aek., -D ec. 28 , 1862 .' ) 


“ Majoe-Ctexeeal , Cfetis : . v, 

: “ General — The Stars and Stripes 
now wave in triumph over Yan Buren. 
Oil leariiiiig that Hindman had been re- 
inforced, and contemplated making an- 
other attempt to force his way to Mis- 
souri, I determined to make the attack 
upon him. Jjeaving my transportation 
north of the mountains, I marched from 
Prairie Grove at eight o’clock yester- 
day niorniug upon this place, distant 
fifty miles. 
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CONDITION OF MISSOURI 


“At ten o^clock this morning mv ad- 
vance came upon two regiments of rebel 
cavalry at Dripping Springs, eight miles 
north of the river. Dashing upon them 
with S,000 cavalry and four mountam 
howitzers, a brisk running fight took 
place, which was kept up into the towm, 
resulting in the capture of all their 
transportation, forty wagons, with ,six 
mule teams, all their camp and gaiTisori 
equipage, one hundred prisoners, and a 
large amount of ammunition. 

“Four steamers and a ferry-boat 
were also captured. The latter, in at- 
tempting to cross the river with rebel 
troops, was shelled from the howitzers 
when in the middle of the stream. The 
boat was disabled and a number of the 
men were killed. The remainder j umped 
overboard and swam ashore. 

“ Three large steamers, heavily laden 
with government supplies, had got up 
steam and attempted to escape down the 
river, but were pursued by the cavalry 
five miles and brought to by the fire of 
their carbines and returned to the levee. 
The enemy then brought their artillery 
to the opposite bank of the river, and 
commenced shelling the town for the 
purpose of driving out rny cavalry, but 
resulting in no other damage than the 
destruction of some buddings. My ar- 
tillery, coming up, soon silenced their 
batteries. 'Quite a number of the en- 
emy have been killed during the days 
operations. The only casualties on 
our side are five or six men slightly 
wounded. 

“ l\ry long-range guns are now^ shell- 
ing the rebel camp across the river, five 


miles below this place. . If the enemy 
does not retreat during the night, I sludl 
endeavor to cro.ss.niy troops over the 
river in the morning and ofler them bat- 
tle. Respectfully. 

“James G. Blext, 

“ Brigadier-Gen e:ral Goinmanding. 

Major-General Curtis, the r'eruni.-ni- 
der-in-chief of the Department of the 
Frontier, paid this tribute to the ener- 
getic pursuit by General 'Blunt : “ The 
march of firty-five miles, witli arms and 
service, over the mountains and tlirougli 
the deep mud of tlie viilley, was a most 
gallant and arduous alliir,’' 

General .Schofield, having recovered 
from his illness, resumed the com- 
mand of the Army of the Yrm- ‘R* 
tier, and p>repared, after eoinamiratiing 
his forces at Fayetteville, to move for- 
ward into that portion Arkansas 
from which the enemy had been driven 
by the energy of General Bliinf. 

Missouri, by the suece.ss of the “Fron- 
tier Army'^ upon its Ijr/rders, now 
seemed once more secure from invasion. 
The guerrilla bands, moreovtu’, wlii^h 
had long disturbed the intenor of tlie 
State, had been so beaten and dispei-.-^efl, 
that little fear of future raids was ibit. 
While the military ]iower, umler the 
command of General Curtis, Itad thus 
been effectively exercised in behalf of 
tlie Federal authority in ^ilissouri, the 
citizens of the by eiectiiig a loyal 

legislature, the majority of whieh was 
in favor of accepting the proposiiion of 
Ih'csideiit Lincoln for coinf>ensato}-y 
emancipation, strciigtlieiied their sym- 
nath ins with the North. It was honed 
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■iliat Missouri, thus gTiarded by the Fetl 


era! arms and revolutionized by politieai 
eliaiige, would no lougc3r have anything 
to fear from the secessionists either with- 
out or witliiu. 

Xotwilhstanding the hopeful condi- 
tion of the inindi vexed Missouri, after 
the vaiiiitcd victories of the Union iUTiis 
in Arkansas, the eiiGniy succeeded — to 
use a hunisinan's phrase — in doubling 
upon their pursuers, and once more made 
their appearance in the very centre of 
the former State. General Marmaduke, 
who had been driven aei’oss the Arkan- 
sas Kiver, and reputed so beaten as to 
be no longer capable of assuming the 
olTensive, succeeded in ehidiiig the Un- 
ion troops in Arkansas, and crossing the 
Missouri boundary, suddenly made an 
Jan* attack upon Springfield, with the 
hope of capturing the valuable 
stores at that important point. Fortu- 
nately, however, the Union commander, 
General Brown, wa,s a man equal to the 
emergency. Though taken by surprise, 
and wounded early in the engagement, 
he Bucceetled in heating off his assailants. 
Ill his ofiicial report to General Curtis, 
dated Bpringfield, January 8, 1863, 
General Brown thus describes the 
affair : 

“ SpRiXGFijmn, Jan. 8, 1863. 

“ To Ma-jor-Gexeral OuiiTK ; 

The firing has just ceased. The at- 
tack was made at ten minutes past ten 
this morning. The fight lasted thirteen 
hours. The enemy were in command of 
General Marma<lukc, Confederate Stales 
Army, consisting of 5,000 picked 
mounted infantry and two pieces of ri- 


fled field artillery, drawn by ten horses 
each. The expedition ivas fitted out in 
this niaiiner on the Arkansas E.iver, for 
the especial service of the capture of 
Springfield, with the fort and large de- 
pots of stores. They moved with great 
rapidity, marching tlie last fifty miles in 
twenty-four hours, skirmishing with my 
scouting parlies almost iJie entire dis- 
tance. lie moved right up, and imme- 
diately commenced the fight by camion- 
ading the town, without having given a 
moment's time to remove the sick and 
the lielpless women and children. Our 
artillery consisted of two old iron 
twelve-ponnder howitzers, one iron six- 
pounder, rudely mounted on old wagon 
wlieels, and wdlhoiit any of the ordinaiy 
ecpiipmeiits for artillery, handspikes and 
wedges having to take the place of cl- 
evuting-screws, and tivo six-pouiider 
brass guns at Fort No. 1. The balance 
of our force consisted of the following- 
named commands and detachments of 
commands : 

“ Third Cavalry, Missouri State militia, 
coimnanded by Colonel N, Xing, 463 
men. 

'MMurth Cawalry, Missouri State mili- 
tia, commanded by George II. Hall, 289 
men. 

“Eigliteenth Iowa Infantry, com- 
manded by Lieutenant-Colonel Thomas 
Z. Cook, 378 men. 

“ Second haltaiion Fourteenth Cav- 
alry, ^lissouri State militia, commanded 
by Lieutenant-Colonel John Pound, 223 
men. 

“ Seventy-second E. M. M., com- 
manded by Captain G. B. Phillips. 




ADYA^CE OF GRAXT. 



“ Forty-eiglit convalesceiU-.s, Drgaiihed 
by Dr. S. H. Mekljer, and ►stragglers, 
commanded by Colonel B. Crabb and 
Ca]-)tain AIcAfee, dll men. 

“Total force, 2,o99 nien. 

“ These troops acted like lieroes. I 
am too weak from loss of blood to dic- 


army of lMissis.sipp!, in plu-ee of (Jeiierai 
E-Osecrans, who hod siipeiyedo*] fieiieral 

Buell, at the liefcl ijf ih*>‘ Feist. i ai'icv 
of Kentucky, wiiu white], v-il; cj o- -ar 
ill the course of this oarraiive, he, loo. 
moyed lu ijsiirsuii of nc* rt'tiikc*’ 

General Gram, cc'mino.t,''! hi.. udw.ti;ia’' 



tate more. E. B. Browk, 

‘ ‘ Brigadier-GenoraL'’ 

“I ■will add to the GenoraFs dispatch 
that he was treacherously shot from a 
secesh residence, while leading a charge 
of his body-guard -wdien the day seemed 
to be lost. Yory respeclfully j’-our obe- 
dient servant, 

“James H. Steger, 

“ Assistant Adjutant- General.” 

Y’hen the general advance north- 
ward of the enemy h various forces was 
checked, and they were compelled to 
fall back, the Union armies began simul- 
taneously to follow them in their retreat. 
General Marmadiike, after failing in his 
attempt upon Springfield, made other 
ecpially inelTcctual attacks upon 'various 
places, and linally fled back to Arkan- 
sas, where ho arrived in safely, though 
pursued by all the available Union 
troops. 

In Yirginia, as has been related, Mc- 
Clellan advanced upon the enemy until 
superseded by General Burnside. The 
latter in his turn assumed the offensive, 
and moved forward to Fredericksburg, 
until he was arrested by defeat. In 
Mississippi the Unionists, after having 
beaten the forces commanded by Gen- 
eral Yan l)om at Corinth, also followed 
them in their retreat. General Grant 

was now in command of tfie , Umon 
1,54 


along the line of the Mi-F'-sijpi C-Miiifi 
Railroad, succic^^i vely o!.'i'Ujts'ihi i.c. 
Grange, Graml dunctioii. Holly S]arHg>., 
and Abbeville, until lie readied UxleuG, 
about lift}' miles south ? M>‘m jjIi i>. 

The enemy, in the jm-aii li'mix of- 
fered but liiile rvsi'taiice. 

To co-operate wifh this inoveniem {(f 
Grant, Gei'ieral llox'ey advanced jV;>m 
Helena, in Arkaii.sas. a'n*i Gen{?ral Sher- 
man from Idcrujjliis. They botlj 
trated some distiu;*-!' i)]!!* 
but failing in their purptr-e of d‘'S‘! >v~ 
ing the enemy's Cijianmnieuiiei.- sthd 
forming a juuctiuu ■with fF'aiit, rciura-*d 
to their respoc.live bases of upc!-ati*)ii.s 
at Helena and IMeiiqihis. (frant, tea/, 
finding tlmt the ouoniy laid gained lii.s 
rear, was forced to relnu'e 
Yan Dorn, the Coid'ederaic geticral, who 
after his defeat by Rosucraus at Corinth 
had been siiper.seded by Geuerai Pm'n- 
berton, was pk<ied at the ]iea,d of a 
detachment of cavalr}' and artillery, de- 
tailed to operate lu the rear of General 
Grant. His main object was so to 
threaten the communications of (irunt 
Eus to check his pursuit ol* Pernberlon, 
and allow him to reach Yieksburg, 
where the enemy desigtied to concen- 
trate a large force, in order to opi'iosr^ 
the formidable efforts about to be made 
by the Federal Government to capture 
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d obtain tlie full control of This darina: inovoinent of \ an Dorn 

produced sJlill more ?-u>rious corisefiUen<*es 
'U proved to bo more effect- ilian ibe ca]jtiu‘e of prisoners and stori's, 
rtisaii cliief tlian as a leader i Ft forrajd Geiicra] Ginist to nitU<Ji I'aciv 

f ill I with Ills army to Holly S])rin,e;s. H liiic 
the 1 he rcniiiined here awaiting the re-estab- 
lishment of his railroad commiinicatioris 
ITnion force under 


of aniiies, and succeedi 
his adventurous raids 
rear of Graut, he was cnalded to inter- ; 
rnpt his imilroad eomniiuiications, cat)- North, a 

ture his sui))>lies, and take possession of acnei'al f:?uliivaii was sent out in search 
various places, among which was Holly of the noted guerrilla chief, Forrest, who 
IN-c. i^pihjLgs. . Surprising the small | had been detached from Ih’agg's army 
^0.* Union garrison at this place, he ! in East Tennessee. He was overtakem at 
seized some 1,5U0 citizens and soldiers, )ii'])ring Hill and routed. Grcneial Sul- 
whom he held as prisoners of war, and livan has, said Giant in his dispatch oi 
a large quantity of Governraont jiro- January o, “succeeded in getting a fight 
pertv, consisting of arms and military out ol the rebel Colonel honest, and 
stores. He also destroyed an immense j wliippcd him badly. General bullivan 
stock of cotton, said to amount to a mil- , luis captured six pieces of artillery and 
lion of dollars, belonging to some loyal | a great many horses and prisoners.' 
dealers, principally from the North, i As the General added, Geucialhaii 
It is with- pain and mortification,” i Dorn was repulsed at every point ex- 
said General Grant, in an order of the I cept lliis (Holly Springs) with heavy 
2-kh December, “ that the General com- 1 loss,” it is to bo hoped that the cliroiii- 
maiidiug reflects upon the disgraceful | eler may not again have occasion to re- 
surrender of Holly iSpriiigs oii the 20th cord any further iutcrrui^tions of the 
instant, and that without any resistance, iiiomcntoiis enterprises of our great ur- 
except by a few men, who form an hon- mies by pitiful bauds of moss-troopers, 
orable exception; and this, too, after however hold riders they may he. Such 
'Warning had been given of the advance was the alarm occasioned by the raids 
of the enemy northward the evening of Tan Dorn and Forrest, and the 
previous. With all the cotton, public threatened advance of Jefferson Thoinp- 
storcs, and substantial buildings about son on his himiliar ground about the 
the, depot, it would have been perfectly borders of Arkansas, Tennessee, ^Fis- 
practicable to have made, in a few hours, soiiri, and Kentucky, that the garrisons 
defences sufficient to resist, with a small at New Madrid and Island No. 10, after 
garrison, all the cavalry force brought spiking their guns and throwing their 
against them until the reinforcements, ammunition into the Mississippi, tempo- 
which the commanding officer was noth rarily abandoned their important posi- 
" ' licfj wore marching to their relief, could tioris. 

■ have reached him,” ’ ■ While General Grant was forced to 
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RETREAT OF OJ'tAA'T. 




retract'. liis martAi to 'Holiy Springs and 
to remain inactive tljore iiutii liis emn- 
mnnications should ho restored, tlie 
arnny of tlm enemy under Peniherton 


importance to tlie t.VcjihdiM'ntf 
One of his oldest generaL-. .Tfic Jolni- 
stoii, had heen eliargetl wilii idt dmv 
of ovenseoiiig the cou-iniciio:! uf ih.j 



was free to pursue its progress to Tiehs- 
biu'g, where tlie Confedorates vrere rap- 


furtifications, mat (jram.! 
ooncent rat lug f tr i i.i'ir 




idly conceutratiiig a Itirge force to dtt- 
fend tliat important position. The orig- 
ijtal p]:iii of the Unionists was to make 
a coinhined attack upon Tickskturg. 
Oeneral Grant wais to move by land 
tbroiigb Mississippi, following Pember- 
ton closely, to overtake biiri if possible 
before reaebing bis destination, or if be 
failed in this, to form a junction witli 
General Sherman, who was to set out 
from Mempbis and unite with him in a 
combined assault upon the enemy in bis 
stronghold upon the Mississippi. 

General Grant, as has been related, 
was foiled in bis object the enterprise 
of an alert enemy who bad siicceeded 
in gaining bis rear. General Sherman, 
altbougb bis first expedition bad proved: 
fruitless, started on a second with the 
promise of a more successful result. 
Embarking a large number of troops in 
transports at Idempbis, he sailed down 
the Mississippi under the convoy of a 
fleet of gun-boats, which were intended 
to co-operate in the attack upon Vicks- 
burg. 

Ill the moan time great eilbids laid 
been made by the enemy to strengtiien 
their fortifications and increase their 
force. Jefferson Davis, in the course of 
a tour to the lYest, bad visited ATcks- 
bui’g, and stimulated the energies of his 
generals and soldiers in tlie defence of a 
position; which be declared was of vital 
. .'P ' • '*■ 


woiks and more anas 

added 1<! iliosir wlii^i! liicl Vlr;';! {■; .*>/ 
successiully I’csisted <')Ui’ Jaival ]M.(\vs-r. 
The fi>i‘tillcatioiis were said lo ]),_■ of ibn 
most skillul coiistrucnou, nc-d to extemd 
eight miles ba<*k from the river. 

General Bbeniian, on rLnubiui;' ths.C 
mouth of the T'azoo, .-aili-d some ten 
miles up that river, and disemhr.rked hj.s 
troops on the left {?r souiLci-it h.eik. 

His first operation ivas to 'Iftach u 
brigade to destroy a poiiion of t’he r.iitle ^ 
Ptock and ieksom’g itaiiroad. This 
force baving laudeil on the sho;v e^pno- 
site A ickslnug’, j;roeoe<led priunpliv lov 
its work, and Inn’ing successfully ace* >ui~ 
isbed it, rejoined the main body on 
the same day. 

liour next tuornine:, Gen- 
eral Sherman 1*01']] icd liis irt*o]!s lit liiic 
of battle and pushed ibrnn fmavard 
meet the enemy, wlio .soon prescniied 
themselves in large J'orce. .V s<n'cre 
fight ensued, wbieli lastod for five 
liours, when the Confed'.-rales fell 
])ack beyond two b.ayous in the rear of 
AGeksburg, until they reached an m- 
treiicbod position on a liili. After an 
intcrciuinge of artilieiy fire, the contest 
closed for the day. 

The Unionists, being now separated 
from the enemy by the bayous. pas,-ed 
the night in constructing jsontoons, and 
on the next morning crossed and re- 
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and anticipating 


impregnable defence, 
our moYemeiits with a shrewdness that 
does them credit, they have thrown up 
fortifications, dug rifle-pits, and planted 
batteries in tlieir rear, to such an extent 
as to render the attempt to flank them 
most hazardous and desperate, AtUicks*- 
burg proper, or a little below, the blulfs 
carrying | npon which the city is partially built 
take their rise. These bluffs extend in 
On the next day j a north-northeasterly direction from the 
i point below Vicksburg where they take 
I their rise, to Haines’ Blufis on the Ya- 
I zoo River, a distance of twelve or fil- 
and are fortified throughout 
The bluffs front the 
and the Yazoo rivers, liav^- 
or precipitous ascent, 
ground is high and 
”■ m. falling off 
■adually to the Big Black RRer. The 
General i only land approach to Vicksburg from 
up tlie Mississippi is by climbing the 
face of these blufis. 

“The Yazoo River, which finds its 
Arkansas. The | way into the Mississippi about ten miles 

n*. through what is known 
the Old River — supposed to have 
been once the main cliannel of tbe Mis- 
is crooked and naiTOw, very 
it was reported by them- j deep, and has but little current. Its 

general course as it approaches its 
A correspondent of the Herald, of mouth is from northeast to southwest. 

' December 30, gave the following nar- Following its windings from its mouth, 
rative : ' we pass along the face of the range of 

“ The advance of our lines to a close blufis above alluded to, being at the 
■ proximity to those of the enemy has junction of the Yazoo proper with Old 
shown us that they are equally as strong River, about six miles from them, and 
in Iheir rear as in their front. Haturc gradually approaching them imtii, at 
has furnished them the ground-work for Haines’ or Drumgoold’s Bluffs, as they 


newed tlio battle. General bhermaii 
Drc. his army thus : his centre 

under Generals Morgan and Blair, 
bis right under Generals A. J. and L. 
bmitli, and his left under General Steele, 

The Unionists began the assault upon the 
intrenchments of the enemy with great 
vig*")!’, and succeeded, notwithstanding a 
most desperate resistance, in 
them, when the latter fell hack to an 
inner line of defence 
Drc* General Sherman attacked this, 

29* which was their central or main 
work. Tlic enemy, apparently imahle 
to withstand the impetuosity of the as- j teen milci 
sault, gave wmy at first : hut soon being j their entire length 
largely reinforced, they charged upon j ^Mississippi 
their avssailaiits and repulsed them with | iug an abrupt 
great slaughter. General Sherman, now i Back of them 'Lhe 
compelled to desist from any further ef- | broken, somewhat rolling, 

„ „ ^ I 1 11 _ J .. J.1. _ T).'-. 

fort, fell back under cover of the gun- ; gr« 
boats to bis landing-place 
ifc('’Ieriiurid having, in the mean time, 
ariivod, assumed command of the army, 
and rt^ombarking the troops, transported 
them to Xapoleon in i 

los.s of the Unionists -was estimated at above Vicksbur^, 
about 3,000 hi killed, wounded, and as 
missing ; that of the enemy, in consc' 
quencG of fighting under cover, was ] sissippi 
much less 

selves to be only a hundred ! 


OPERAI’IOXS AO AIXST . 


are called on some maps, the river and ! low Haines' IllntiV. where all iheir w^-rks 
bluffs come together. This point is nine | terminate. Jh reblhiuu is> bnttev- 
miles from Yicksburg bj the roads lead- ies, they liar>‘, t'];r»:wn up at vuj'iou;- c<'‘3,;- 
ing along tlie foot of the bluffs, ainl iiianfiirig points aloiieMhe riiiig-'-. i- rji ju 
twerdy-three niiles from the Mississippi its face ami npnii iho >mu inif. fadd- 
by the course of the Yazoo River, We works for tlm r-'w-pbon pr'o: 
thus have a piece of triangular bottom of light a.rl ilk -vy wiit.-nevvu' ir n-uy 'hf 
land east of the Ahizoo River, riiiie miles needed, hb? fdforf .M-eviS io 
in length on one vside, six on the other, spared to furiiisii sls'ltr'i- o; th-:!:' ir.i,".;. 
the third side being irregular, tliough and the iiiteniion se-.ue,;' spnihirica to ro.* 
being, if straiglit, about the same length quire them to light in iu> ovtofi, wiitns. it 
as the first side. Upon this triangle our can be avoided, out (d' c.oveie 
troops are disemlnirked, with the pur- “To approui-h iin* ecoinyV po.-iiimi 
pose of getting in the rear of Yicks- from any point on the ^’azoo Pdver Ir- 
burg and gaining that position by siicli yond the rew'-h of iludr bariL-ries. it 
a movement, necessary to cross tlu:; bi>;uiU> nin>ve ab 

“From the Yazoo above its junction luded to. Those are at ’presenT hi]: of 
with Old River, and in the upper half water and imrordable. 'Pontof>n b-ridgos 
of the distance to Haines’ Bluff, tevo have liaci to Ih'* eoustrii...'icd at. vnr'Kan, 
bayous set in to this triangular piece of points to cnul-le the u‘o-op> lo ccf)---. 
bottom land. As iboy approach the i In constructing them we m.et wr.h, 
base of the bluffs, they intersect a third I opposiliou from the emmiy. Their 
that leads along nearly pandkd wit) i tlie midicrb and djarp-dmoiors ',\a,re pla -rd 
base of tlie hills, diverging from thorn ; in the gullies •clImovc dicscrihod. uml h*- 
as it approaches its outlet into the .Mis- Idiid logs, trees, and siunjp'^', and Kepi 
sissippi, at wdiich point it is about oim | up a eonAunt and gallii.g iio* n-son our 
mile from them. I working parties, onr men d<d nut 

“ Behind this latter bayou and be- | B\iiier mneb Irom their kiv, oa.'goa n 
tween it and the bluffs is a plain, tin.' | pished inarKsmen gning tiami ;i g**f'd 
timber upon wliich lias been felled to I deal ol aiiuo}'ance, ami jcndeijiig inein 
form an abattis. Tins plain is cut up by ; careUil ol sbownig theune.ne.'' mng 
deep gullies, which furnish admira-ldc enough to get accurate tiirn.?. 
shelter to the sharp-shooters of the en- ’‘Ri addition to this aimoyance, 
emy, and arc fully appreciated by them, wherever our operations were witbirt 
Along the base of the bliifls', throughout reach, the enemy opeimd their batteries 
their entire length, the rebels liavc dug in the face ol the uluiU upon u^. But 
rifle-pits, which arc also defended by in this they were decidedly the losers, as 
single gun batteries, stationed in the our heaviest held aiTillcry wms brought 
face of the bluffs at short intervals from on to the gromicl wlierewu' tins saxmi'- 
^ Icksburg to Milldale, half a mile be- red, and in several instances sikmced 
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furious cannoiiacling is heard, and it has 
neYer been surpassed in this war, .unless 
at the late battle of Fredorickshiu-o'. 

o 

“In the midst of ihis thunder our 
forces advanced, the centre and loft 
erossiiig the bayous and deploying into 
line just bej^ond ilie range of the ene- 
myb riflemen, finding cover in the edge 
of the woods fronting on the jdain cov- 
ered with abattis. General A. J. Smith, 
comniariding our riglit, did not cj’oss tlio 
bayou running parallel witli the hlulTs, 
the enemy having cut the timber on tliis 
side of it, which would liave exposed 
his position. He moved out on the road 
from Johnson’s Ferry, and deployed to 
the right in the woods at the edge of 
the abattis, and pushed liis right down to 
the bank of the Mississippi. 

“ Our first line of battle was thus 
formed on a line parallel with the en- 
emy’s position, though not so long as 
their line — it being about five miles in 
extent — and from a mile to a mile and a 
half from the rebel works. The accom- 
plishment of this movement was most 
peifectly successful, our losses being 
comparatively nothing, less than 100 
men having been placed hors du emnhat. 

“ hi llie posiiion Ibus secured, our 
forces rested on the riglit, the centre 
and left making some vigorous eflbrts to 
gain positions ou the bluffs. General 
Morgan L. Smitli, commanding the een- 
ti'G, ordered a charge np to the foot of 
the blufh The regiment having the ad- 
vance met the enemy’s fire just as they 
came to the crossing of the bayou, when 
they showed signs of faltering. The 
General, who was watching the move- ' 


tlioir batteries and compelled them to 
witJidiTiw tlioir guns up the hill. The 
weather continued remarkably fine amd 
favorable for all kinds of movements; 
and notwitlistanding ihe opposition of 
the enemy, our work progressed finely, 
and was completed at all points on Siui- 
day iiiglit the 28lh instant. 

“ 'Yesterday the gmieral advance was 
orderefl, and it was supposed that it 
would luring on a, general engagement. 
To divert the attention of the enemy 
and lessen their opposition to our ad- 
vance, and also to prevent any premedi- 
tated flank movements on their part, 
our gun-hoats were brought into play^ 
T he iron- edada made . a vigorous assault 
upon the hatteries at Milldale, assisted 
by two mortar boatvS, and also siielled 
the rebel encampments in tliat vicinitj’-. 
The Lexington and that class of boats, 
with long-range guns, lay off the mouth 
of the Chickasaw Bayou and kept up a 
vigorous cannonading up tliat stream 
and into tlie wood.s, in the direction 
whence the enemy w'ould he likely to 
move should they attempt to turn our 
left flank. The '^farmora and Forest 
Rose took a position at the head of 
False River, and fired by llie compass 
across the great bend in the IMississijipi 
in the direction of '^bck.sburg and to the 
left of it, actually preventing, as lias 
since been learned, an atlempt to turn 
our riglit flank. Our field artillery was 
brought into play along the entire lines, 
in response to the vigorous firing of the 
enemy ; and thus a continuous roar of 
artillery was kept up throughout the 
entire day. It is seldom that a more 
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FAILURE AT TICKSEUTK 


nieiit, afc onoc .sprang to tlio head of the which J Icnveuoi leunu-fl. [fv r, 
column, and waving his sword, called night in the iio had d-ih'- 

011 the incu to follow him. Scarcely had | ing the day. \d>;;vdav. hi- ' iu::-- was 
he 8 [)okeu when he^was struck in tlie ! renewed widi niucii nw-aier WiC and 
thigh by a imiskot ball and badly | deternduatiuii along die t.-iaiiv hu*', 
wounded. He was taken from the iield, ! My po.sition was w'-Mi tls.,; riuhl. '’n ■ ''ar- 
and his forces fell back into their po.si- j ings of wlji(‘h i am more 
tion under cover of tlie tvoods. Gen- | with tiiun witli llie opCi-iU ;f 5 ;v 
erad Smith was painfully, though not other jiuit of ihe Held, if, diorelhi-r. I 
badly wounded. The ball penetrated fail in doing justhat lu odier purtlonr. of 
the fleshy part of the thigh, breaking tlie army that so uobiy grnjsjjl'vl with 
no bones, but making a very ragged the enemy in his strongholds, it must be 
■wound. lie suffered considerabl}' from attributetl to Ibe link (jf uninis'demce uii 
loss of blood before his woiuid was the part of your <'orre.-'poi«deui. 
dressed, and became very faint. He is | *’ Owirig to ilie cliang'C e-f coinmand- 

now doing well, with every prospect of ers, or scjine (jiher came as y^t um.^x- 
being able to take the ffclcl again within plained, it was late in the flay before the 
a couple of weeks. right divi-sion .was or*lcTed imo action, 

“The division commanded by Gen- The guii-])oats iMarmora and Juliet wcne 
oral M. L. Smith was committed to the shitioned in False Ilivi.-r to protect oiu- 
charge of General A. J. Smith after the j Hank, which, by their vigorous «.*anmjii» 
forrner was wounded, and General llur- uding, they successfully accompl ideal, 
bridge tvas assigned to the command of At one time the enemy was ol).served 
the latter’s division on the right. ' getting a balrery into positioii. evidently 
“ General Steele, commanding on the to cover a movement on our riglif, wlien 
left of the centre, made a desperate ef- the hur.sting ut the shells trom tin* gua- 
■fort to gain the bluff, in which ho cup- boats convinced iliem ol the liazurdou.s 
lured two of the enemy’s field-works, nature o-f the attempt, and they ubaii- 
with nine guns, but was finally com- dotted it. 

peiled to fall back. His loss was but “The wagon road leading from John- 
trifling, and it maybe that he merely sou’s lorry to \ icksburg cro.sfcos the 
iTitpnrlAJ fn ropHTii'inii rp the pupmv’s DO- havoii divcctlv in frout of the ielt of our 
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in a body, one of our batteries was or- 
dered to open upon the proniisGLious 
crowd. In a moDient the sbiells were 
flying briskly, iiitting friend and foe in- 
cliscriminately, Tbe fire was too hot 
for the rebels and they quickly with- 
drew, leaving the Ohio boys upon the 
field. These gathered up their killed 
and wounded and retired across the 
bridge with all possible dispatch, glad 
to escape so easily. They were sadly 
cut up, though, fifty per cent, of their 
number having been killed or wounded. 
Seven of them were killed outright by 
our own shells and a much larger nuni- 
ber wounded, but the regiment was 
saved. 

‘ ‘ After the withdrawal of the Fifty- 
fourth Ohio, the Sixth and Eighth ;Mis- 
souri and the Thirteenth Regulars Avere 
ordered to cross. This they did 
promptly, the gallant Eighth — heroes 
of every noted field, save Pea Ridge, 
in the Southwest — taking the lead. Tiie 
Avhoie force crossed safely and without 
loss, and immediately deployed off to 
the left to get possession of the Yicks- 
biirg road. Scarcely, however, had they 
got into line when a rebel brigade came 
charging down the road upon their 
flank. The detachment quickly changed 
front and formed a line of battle, and j 
accepted the challenge offered by the | 
enemy. A brisk engagement ensued, | 
lasting about half an hour, at the end i 
of which time the rebels broke and fled 
in confusion. They were hotly pressed 
by the Missouri boys, who cut them up ■ 
badly, more, than trebly avenging tho 
losses of the Fifty-fourth Ohio. 


also single gun batteries in the face of 
the bluff. To aAmid. as far as possible 
these obstacles, Q-enera:! Smith had 
tlii-owri his pontoon bridge across the 
bayou a little to the right of the old 
bridge. At this point Oeiieral Bur- 
bridge masked several batteries of artil- 
lery, openiug a brisk cannonade upon 
the rebel batteries. They replied earn- 
estly for a Avhile, but their fire gradu- 
ally slackened as our men warmed up 
to their Avork and got more accurate el- 
evations to their pieces and adjusted 
their fuses with more accuracy, and at 
last ceased altogether, and their cannoii- 
iers were seen hauling their guns up the 
hill. 

“ At this juncture the Fifty-fourth 
Ohio was ordered to charge across the 

■ bridge.,. They obeyed the order with 

■ ■' alaority and courage, meeting a terrible 

■ : fire of musketry, both from the rebel 

sharp-shooters concealed in the gullies 
of the plain beyond and from the rebel 
infantry in their rifle-pits. But the gul- 
• ' . iant Buckeyes never flinched, but suc- 
ceeded in gaining the opposite bank. 
; Here they were charged upon by an en- 
5 tires^ rebel brigade, against whom they 
; contended manfully for a time, hut at 
last were sun’ounded and overpowered. 
‘ Tho regiment Avas in an extremely crit- 
ical situation, and seemed captured for 
i ^ a certainty. Still they fought on, evi- 

■ dently determined not to surrender. 
They Avere • contending against fearful 

* odds, and their ranks were thinning rap- 
.idly, '..At last, when .it seemed clear 
that tfiey, could no longer' sustain Ihem- 
sclvfs, ai-d weusd be captured 
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“This closed the aclioii on the right, \ noiirlv or oniie huU' u< 
night being near at liarid, and the on- ! ilu;ir ov/n. Ti;- c-nn* 
erny apparently indisposed to offer fur- i froiu rfh-o.Ti 

ther resistance to our crossing. At tbls | of thr*ni. bes , 

time it would haTO been, easy to have ; “ This cniunni iat- 

crossed the entire division, and olhuln I rale olih-rl- ■’o-. i' 

any position Unit was desirable. But | and gain tlie biniih in o; 
for some reasons not exp)laiiied io out- i the rear of -ihe 
siders, this was not done, but on the ! ihiUls, and, wiiii i laMv.- 
contrary, o.rders were issued to those ' oainhoats, sih-neo Uiw.-c 
who had crossed to retii'e, and under j are other oifioo'tH to I.e a 
cover of the darkness they all felt back j ing tlie bluHs at this 
into their old positions in the edge of ; tlirough tiie relof'i hues,, 
tlie timber. Here they have remained ’ no diili<-n,]iv whatever in 
since, no movements at all baling been ; across to the Ci-o,<sina‘ ei 
made to-day, on]}’- a trifling skirinisli | and Jackson Hailroutl 
ea,iiy tins morning on the extrenne right. Black lliver. ami Iw hie 
“I have been unable to learn the the hriilge at thur, point 
precise nature of the movements in the j emyT retreat as well a. 
centre. That division made an advance, i getting reinfurcenients. 
crossed the bayou, and gained the foot s of the leading oVijects n 
of the bluff. This was not accomplished getting through the reb 
without a desperate struggle, but our direction. The effort i 
men were equal to the duty required of 3 'esterdiiy, our troop.s on 
them. But after gaining this ground, getting well up to the cn 
probably for the same reason that gov- in both ijnstunees being ( 
erned in the recall of the troops in tlie tremendous storm of art 
right division, they were withdrawn, and ketry by which iliey wei 
night found their line where it was in forced to retire. Oar h 
the morning, under cover of tlie timber, been heavier tbiiii in an_ 
“The left, consisting of two divisions, the field, though I am 
General G. W. Morgan having the ex- definitely what the casin' 
treme left, and General Steele being in those particular divisi* 
upon liis right, have been more busily “Tlie medical direct < 
engaged. Their line necessarily forms a casualties in the entire ai 
curve facing northeast and east. Thew to-day, at <o4 in killed 
have the batteries on Haines'’ Bluff at missing. Since then a 
their left, and the fortifications of the aiiair occurred in tlie ceil 
bluffs with the rifle-pits in their front, increases the number. 
Opposed to them, the enemy's line is iiient occupying an adv 



vra.-i attacked bj a- eunsiderai.»lc loree 
oi' rebel cavalry. With .si'arcoly no re- 
fri.'ntuncti at ail ilicy ihresv down tlieb’ 
anas and sarreiidcrcd. Vv’^bat ugjtra- 
vatijd the tatse L the fact that rcdiet* was 
c]o,s(3 at Land. A Lirgc Cnion resOi'\'e 
ibrco came up so sudilenly tliat the en- 
emy Lad no time to gatlier up iLe arms 
they Lad captured ; but leaving thoiu 
lying upon tlie groimJ. willi all their 
other Spoils, they drove tlieir prisoners 
bfcdbre tLeni as a herd of cattle, and 
made haste to get ba,ck into their own 
lines. This is the first cowardly act of 
this campaign, and ])y it the rebels gain 
ahum 500 prisoners. 

“ Colonel Wyman, of the Thirteenth 
Uliuois, acting on General Steele’s staff, 
tvas shot on Sunday Ity rebel sharp- 
shooters, while leading a regiment into 
action, and instantly killed. The ball 
entered his brea.st, passing tlirongh his 
lungs. He had the reputation of being 
a brave and gallant officer. 

On our right a negro sharp-shooter 
has been observed, whose exploits are 
deserving of notice. He mounts a 
breast-work regardless of all danger, 
and 'getting sight of a Federal soldier, 
dmwa up his musket at arm’s length and 
firea, never failing of hitting his mark. 
It is said that Colonel Wyman was shot 
by a negro ; but this lacks confirmation. 
It is certain that negroes are fighting 
here, though probably only as sharp- 
shooters. 

The best information we are able to 
gather to-day of the enemy’s strength 
places them at 20,000, though I fear the 
maximum is not reached yet. Deserters 


mis morning repoided liiat tticy were 
evacuaiing, hut this is qiiostionahle. 
They are certainly either evacuating or 
receiving reinforcements, it is doubifid 
which. Sunday night, yesterday, and 
last night, trains wore arriving on the 
Jackson find Vicksburg Railroad hourly. 
The whistle of tlie locomotive, as it ar- 
rives and depiirts, can he distinctly hoard 
in. our lines. There is a j’cport that 
General Lee is in command here. This 
is confirmed by prisoners, deserters, con- 
trabands, and all sources of information. 
The fact of his being here w’-oiiM argue 
a determination to hold the position so 
long as their most skilful generalship 
can hold it. V 

“ The non-arrival of FaiTagut and 
Banks gives rise to no little cormnent 
throughout the lines. It is no longer 
any secret that they are coming, and 
were to have been here long ago ; hut 
days pass away, and the most anxious 
looker for the smoke of their vessels 
goes unrewarded for his diligence. 

“We had an unusually heavy rain 
last night, the water pouring down in 
perfect torrents. Aii incli and a quar- 
ter of water fell during the niglit. The 
soldiers lying out wilhoufc tents must 
have suffered severely, especially as it 
cleared off toward morning cold and 
windy. The lieav}^ fall of water left 
the roads extremely wet and muddy, 
particularly in the woods, and interferes 
considerably with the movement of ar- 
tillei'y and supply trains. The soil, 
however, being sandy, will soon absorb 
the water, and doubtless by to-morrow 
noon the roads will he dry and in good 
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positive, arid defiuito information of tire 
enemy's position and tire strengtli of Ms 
garrison, with tiro number of his batter- 
ies and their situation, and luimber of 
guns mounted in each, with topogi aphi- 
cal maps and charts of the country, 
showing' all tlie localities, the ia\ines, 
with hills, streams, roads, woods, open fields, 
5her- buildings, etc. All this could and ought 
That to have been obtained, and then the 
both surprised commander of the expedition could have 
east foimed an intelligent idea of the num- 
L he w^ould rectuire to over- 
lie had 1 come the enemy rapidly and surely, and 
could have laid out an accurate and clear 
Ho had ex- plan of campaign, that wonld have in- 
uii- sirred success arid saved the country the 
snt and disgrace of a second 


success agarnsi ine luiijjiu.iuic 
and interminable rifle-pits and trend 
of the enemy, manned as they arc hy 
pov'erfirl an army ! 

“There Irave been sad blundt 
niitted by some one in plarrrr. 
campaign ; but wlietlier tlie far 
the War Ofirce at Washiirgto 
General ITalleck, or with Cxerrer 
man, X ■will not iiridertakc to si\y 
General Sherman ivas 
and amazed when he landed on the 
hank of the Yazoo and saw the strength | her of men 

of the rebel position, I know. 

no idea of the formidable nature of tiro 
task he had undertaken, 
pected to debark his troops quietly 

der cover of Admiral lW,s tleet of embammmo , ,V,11 bo verv 

sun-boats, and in tbc darkness of the repulse from tins place. Ishallboveiy 
Lt night charge upon the enemy’s much mistaken it it does not finally .i - 
works, carry them by storm, and enter pear that the fault was entiielj wi 
Vicksburg triumphantly. This he pre- General HaUeck. I shall he smpused 
Yiously announced as his plan and pur- if the future does not disclose the iict 
pose and this he faithfully attempted that he organized this expedition, assign- 
to do : and then it was that he discor- ing to it such numbers of troops as he 

ered the wonderful strength of those saw fit, and directing how and when the 

heights he had expected to take so movement was to he made But even 
M if this should not prove to he the case, 

’ .^!'“Here, then, was the first great mis- he cannot escape the rcspousibrlrty of 
take, on which has hinged all our fail- the failure, since the commander was 
lire. We had taken no pains to obtain the man of his own choice, and was ap- 
a knowledge of the enemy’s position pointed contrary to the wishes of tre 
and strengtli. We had picked up a few President. And further, he wrl e re- 

‘intelligeut contrabands’ along the sponsible for permitting the expedrtrou 
banks of the river, and had received to sail without being fully assured ot rts 
", into our lines one or two deserters, so ability to accomplish the work w ic r i 
called (in reality spies), and all, our was organized to do. 
movernonts were based upon informa- “ Since I last wrote you we have ra 
iMn derived from such sources. .Go.ocl a masterly retreat from the face of tie 
. generalship would have requmed full, enemy, that is all. Our army, broken 
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army rested, the tvooded ]jlaiu in whidi 

" But th 

3 F 

idfh 

,‘St sight of 

til w 

IS that 

our lines were formed being covered 

of tlio uni 

or 

muate wounded 

,, wli 

0 had 


wilh water, preventing any inoveinent. i lain llirmigli ail tlLe^io weary hour^? 

The enemy occasionally threw a shell j the laiflle, niwarefl iV»r, mariv of i!ic?m 
into oar lines to keep as awaikc, and ! becanse of the nalare of their wmnids 
once in a while their sharp-shooters ; pjreveiitmg their moving, <itluns luhd 


would creep up and open a sliglit skir- 
mish. The lines of the tv- o armies w’ere 
parallel and scarcely a mile apart. Be- 


fast hy a little knoi of corpses wlheli 
<?hauce had thrown upon thrm. and still 
others, perhaps not wounded at all at 


tween them lay the battle-field of the j first, but caught beneath the Jiorses they 
previous day, strewn all over 'with the | rode whieli had been shot, and, falling, 
dead, and in many instances the i had piimcil tltelr rider? to the earth, 
wounded. This field was swept by the | The frantic* appeals for water, fof' food, 
musketry as well as the artillery of | or other succor, of sudi of these rm’ser- 
either j^arty, and hence the inipossihility | able Victims of war as could spe^ak at all, 
of venturing upon it to bury the dead, ; were most heart-rendiag. 
or even hring off those 'worse than, dead 


— the helpless wounded. Occasionally 
one and another of those unhappy fel- 
low's, revived by the cool rain and cooler 
morning air, "would cra'wl into the lines 
and find succor ; but to many the long 
day wore wearily away, leaving them 
still unrelieved upon, tliat miserable 
plain. 

“ During the night of Tuesday a flag 


“The clearing of this iicld gave am- 
ple evidence that our estiiiiates of tl'ie 
losses ou kloiiday had all been below 
the mark. It is now quite clear that in 
our army the loss w’as not less than 
2,500. Of this numbf'r probably dOO 
were killed, 1,200 woiimied, ami SOO 
taken prisoners. TiiC rebel loss was much 
less than ibis, ovfiiig to the fuel that the 
bulk of their fighting was purely defen- 













THE WAR WHTH THE; SOUTH. 


officers of both armies mingled freely of the bluffs, and that they have an- 
upon the field. Much conversation was other semicircular range of similar work 
had between them, though the talk of extending around the rear of the city, 
the rebels -was so much oh the bragga- two miles back from its outskirts. What 
docio order that but little information of defences they may have against a soiitli- 
a reliable character could be obtained, ern attack has not yet transpired. 

If their statements were to be believed “ A grand combined naval and army 
at all, both Pemberton and Price had movement — a sort of forlorn hope — was 
eluded Grant, and, with their armies, planned against the batteries on Haines’ 
were within the fortifications of Ticks- Bluffs and tlie enemy’s extreme right, 
burg. There is corroborative evidence for Thursday (Tew Year’s) morniug, 
of this statement in the fiict that cars with a view of getting a position on tlie 
have been frequently arriving on the bluffs, expecting thereby to be able to 
, Southern Mississippi Railroad, leading march close up to Tickshurg without 
from Vicksburg to Jaetksoh, and the encountering their batteries. The move- 
smoke of steamers has been seen in the ment was a very desperate one, espe- 
Yazoo River, above the rebel dam, al- cially for the navy, four vessels of which 
most constantly for the last few days. — the Benton, Louisville, Cincinnati, 
It is well known that the rebels have a and Delvalb — were to run close up un- 
large fleet of steamers in the Yazoo and' der the rebel batteries, while the rest 
its tributaries, and by this channel Pern- of the fleet lay at the foot of the 
bertoii could very readily move his army stretch, half a mile distant, and all were 
■ down from Yazoo City, or even some, to keep up a continuous firing. 

■' higher point, leaving him but very little “ The ram Lioness, with Colonel El- 
land travel to make. It is considered let, in person, in command, her bows 
-probable here that the reinforcements fitted with an enormous drag to clear 
arriving by railroad come from Virginia, the river of torpedoes, was to lead the 
and am the troons withdrawn from the Wav.' mprp fAndoT* nf‘ 1-if o om'»Tririncj 









A^fTACK Oy HAINES* ELFFI- 


for tins most hazardous cxpCMlition hy I wore hro.irlv rt.**-eivi!i!j 
Colonel Ellet, and Ids determination to while llu'ir pusition v.; 
make the teudei- goud, as manifested in General r^iioriiom tliei 
putting his ram in readiness and getting ordered a oounn-r-imav] 
her under weigli at the appointed time, spent in niakiiie' fdnt^ ;n 
entille him to honoruhle nieiition among strutions to oon-'mil <-u: 
the heroes of the day. The expedition wliiio the oominundine* < 
’was to start at throe a.m., so as to get in i ilp engaged in arran^'i'in' 
position and commence the attack hy | the withdrawal, thur 
foui’A.^ir, At live 0 clock General Steele I maintained in the face 
was to debark 10,000 picked men on | enemy, and at 
the point at the foot of the stretch be- | miles 
low the batteries, and take the place hy 
storm. 

“ Unluckily a couple of transport 
gineers, who were to take 


;omo points wore full live 
from the transport^, so that, it 
I somewhat perilous to undertake a hack- 
I ward movement. Should ^dhe.tveiieiiiy^ 
eri- i discover it, they could readily fall upon 
part in the | us and do us an infuihc aiiioum of mis- 
movement, and who doubtless had ob- j chief before we (‘onhl face ubmii and 
tairied pretty correct information of its i get in a position for didencrx or reach 
character and objects, deserted to the the bank of the river under cuver fh' the 
enemy oil the evening preceding the ap- guii-hoals. The moviUtn-iit -was thers.- 
pointed time, and most likely conveyed j lore ordered for one oUuck on Critia}' 
to them full intelligerico of the pro- morning, at w]ii<‘h time, the troops la*- 
jectecl attack. But notwithstanding this iiig in marching order, our juc'kets and 
untoward event the movement would sentinels were wilh<.irawii, and the order 
have proceeded, taking the chances of to march was given. By daylight the 
discovery, but that on the appoiiite<l last regiment was safe on the river s 
morning the river was covered with a bank. 

fog so dense as to render the movement “Our gun-hoats, scattered all ahmg the 
of vessels utterly impossible, unless by stream, protected both the troops and 
constantly soundiug alarm-signals, which transports during the embarkation. In 
would have exposed everything. The a single isistance the enemy made a 
attack was therefore reluctantly aban- dash, experiing doubtless to destroy 
doned, though not until Admiral Porter several boats and capture or cut up a 
had made every effort to get his vessels large number of troops. The forces at- 
through the fog by piloting them with kicked were a brigade of General Mor- 
tugs and other futile means. gan’s division, and were ail stovied 

“ With the failure of this attempt per- away upon their boats and awaiting or- 
ished all hopes of gaining Vicksburg ders to move before the eneni} a}*- 
from this base and with this, force. The proached. The enemy depkned one 
enemy greatly outnumbered ^ us, and, oT, infantry as skinnishei !■., 



THE WAR 'WITH THE S<')ITTH 


.loldiiW tlie main body of theii; ^ the squaclroii anchored, the ti'ans- 

oack ill the edge of a piece of woods ports gomg up the Mississippi to Milli- 
iboiit half a Hide from the river. The ken’s Bend, and mooring on the Louis- 
i;kiimishers frit their way up vei^^^ iairn shore. 

3t]y through an old coniheld, until most ingloriously 

vithiu a few hundred feet of the boats, the second campaign against Vicksburg, 
when they opened fire upon some strag- Let us hope that Greneial iJcOleinaiicl 
[ilers on the banks. The light-drauglit will devise some plan that will be pro- 
ffun-boat JS^ftirmora, Lieiitenaiit Gretty, diicciic of moie giatiiying lesults. 
was iviiig just above tlie transports at ^ Since the movement of this squad- 
the time, and had evidently been con- ron clown the river, the rebels have been 
sidered by tlie enemy as a troop-ship, untiring in their elForts to blockade the 
She was cpiickly in tlie stream and had stream above us and interrupt our coin- 
bowdtzers bearing upon the field. Her munication wdth Cairo. It is generally 
guns -v^ero worked with most creditable reported Hiroughout the fleet that they 
liveliness, causing the rebels to beat a have accomplished this, and that some 
most precipitate retreat. But tlie main boats, bearing mails and dispatches, 
body of them*stin held their position in bound north, have been captured and 
the edge of the woods, as if determined destroyed. But little confidence is to 
to make another attack. But the Lex- be placed in Biese reports. I have 
ington was promptly on the spot, with taken pains to ascertain as fully a,s pos- 
her long-tom guns j and the Benton, sible the exact state of the case, which 
Cincinnati, and a couple of rams, at- is as follows : On AY ednesday of last 
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Adniii'cl T 

V e r e 

in iln 

moi-''^cnu'Oi 

wli 

o Im.! 

dc-'U’r.Y Ih 

leiii. 


“ Anotl 

icr ' 

vos^ol 

coiiipaii}^ 

with 

Ijlo 


<‘l, liassing down in j 
e Wing, escaped | 

. . . * 

and bi’oughl the news of tlie disaster to | 

the Adiiiira], wJjo at once dispatclied I 
ilio giin-hoat C<'ii£‘stf?ga to the plane. | 
Tlie aun-hffal nsado sliort worl: of cap" ! 
luring the rid'ols' guns, and tiieij steiiined j 
up line Arkansas Envei’ and retook ihc | 
Inire'e of coal. The ijlue Wing had 
been Inmlod liigher np out of reach. 
The Concsioga, Is atili hiiig olF the 
mouth of the Arkansas to guard against 
a ropotilioii of iiie trouhlo. The LeS" 
ingtoii goes up to-iiiglit to relieve her. 

“On the 1st instant, information 
reached here of the rebel raid in West- 
orii TonnessCie and Kentucky, and the 
threatened danger at Island Ko. 10, 
Fort Pillow, and Hickman. The Admi- 
ral at once ordered Ihe iron-clad gun- 
boat CaroudelcL. Captain *Wa3ke, to get 
under weigli and proceed to tlie threat- 
ened localities, taking a tug with him 
to assist him up the river. Owing to 
tlic scarcity of coal at Cairo, the low 
stage of water in the Ohio, and the 
trouble that has existed in getting coal 
downi Jiore, our supph’ is entirely ex- 
hausted, except what the vessels have 
in their ])iiukers, which is !)iit little. 
The CTirondelet had but a very little 
when .she left, scarcely enough to last 
11 or in stemming the rising tide of the 
klississippi two days. She will therctore 
be obliged to send her crew ashore oc- 
casionally to cut w'ood ; and as this will 
be green and scarcely fit to burn, her 
150 


trip nil ii;e icv-r ^ T' i ' * ^ ' 

mir-. [ slo n.r k'o ! :T ' * ' 3 

has fuiv ti’i * r ‘ f f “C ' 

which llic O-r-rcA .A* ' 

tiiiit, th, ix I A cL . 
ble- may arise, 

squadron lii-.it as y-: 

infurmrJiotj ui’ iki- t. ’ * . ‘ i i 

and Farragiit. Tn-t ih k** , / !i 
some of his Hoof, was •-! L'oir H 
on the ISth an*! I'Jih ir-t, j. bpif-.'d 
with certainty and TIjc h-*’- in- 
formation c»f OwiCi.H ■ u’rk’.’Li at 

Few Orleans : liUt i c i ^ . ■ O j ' 

of aiiY furllier fi > .'liirr-i 

. -if '-■ ■■ ' ■ 

any. We are fdiv ‘ ? 

longer is. at uatpr- ! \ „ 

that boili Here- coa.i * ' w.* 

this expediko i m ‘A* / ' * •. 
seems erediini lia Vwi *;‘V • n , ’ 
any in-unnouafahtM, t. • I'l- 

ing tlie river. Pint Huflstc] i- eL*? «c;iy 
strong posifloii the rebels l.cn-'* he 00 ’ 
Vicksburg, aial i>vii fiui iiej.f em 

scarcely two lii a iiw t t.d’iW n 1 * ’e i... , , 

It is only strong on il-:* r;v>'-r ir.'ub -es 
against a iloei uud a iPru miee'n ihe 
rebels never lia Vi* Iwd i hwiip 

or O.bOn tn‘0|5 tlr‘’e .icI nh - we 
mostly w'ltlidrawii and broii^pi'" np fc; 
Vicksburg previous to our nrriv.ii kue. 
The only surmise we nm mahi lo that 
Banks met with soiim ,'*'CrufU< disir-tcr 
before arriving at Xcw fhicaiis. u-.d is 
unable to move ut proscot. ' 

Severed uiitowurd c veins cfUiciirfed m 
defeating the Abject of fbm.uul Sh.-r- 
man’s expedition. BmuiV war. ..r»ndc 
march ainl dciontion w US 1int 
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holuiiK'’ tlie ijiain body of tiicir lorce tlie squriuroii aiiciiorcMi, Lue aiiu} uaii^' 
back in the edge of a piece of woods ports going up the Mississippi to Alilii- 
uboiit lialf a mile from the river. The kcti s Bend, and mooring on the Louis- 
skirmishers felt their way up very qui- iaiia shore. 

eily through an old condield, until *'T1jus has ended most ingioriously 
within a few hundred feet of the boats, the second campaign against Yicksliurg. 
when they opened fire upon some strag- Let us liope that Geneial McClciiiaiid 
glers on the banks. Tiie light-draught wdll devise some plan that will be pro- 
gLUi-boat kfarmora, Lieutenant (Tetty, ductile of moie g]atif}iiig results, 
was lying just abot'O tlie transjiorts at ^foinco the mov ement of this scpiad- 
the time, and had evidently been con- ron down the river, the rebels have been 
sidered by tlie enemy as a troop-ship, untiring in their efforts to blockade the 
She was quickly in the stream and had stream above us and iiitciiupt oui com" 
howitzers bearing upon the field.. Her niunieation with Gaiio. It is gciicially 
guns were worked with most creditable reported throughout the fleet that they 
ihmUiiGss, causing the rebels to beat a have accomplished this, and that some 
most precipitate retreat, .But the main boats, bearing mails and dispatches, 
body of themVill held their position in bound north, have been captured and 
the edge of the woods, as if detei'inined destroyed. But little confidence is to 
to make another attack. But the Lex- be placed in these reports. I have 
ingtqn promptly on the spot^ with taken pains to ascertain as fully as pos- 
^sfpidng-tom gunsj and the Benton, sihle the exact state of the case, which 
Cincinnati, and a couple of rams, at- is as follows: On Wednesday of last 
tracted to the spot by the MarmoiVs week the ?;.ebels brought down a section 
and Lexingtonk rapid firing, also opened of a battery of light artillery from Lit- 
their heavy guns upon them and made tie Rock, Arkansas, and planted it on 

m the river's hank at Napoleon, at the 
.s- mouth of the Arkansas River, 
h- . “On the following day, or soon after, 
-the .steamer Blue Wing, a chartered 
n- vessel, having in tow two barges of coal 
, . for ; the naval squadron, came in sight, 

1% k^nd^^as’sbrought to, by the rebel guns, 
ig, in rbuhdhig to, one of her barges struck 
a' sapii-C.^r and sunk in four feet of wa- 
Lor ter. The olher, with the steamer, was 
M ‘ifibeli/anj, run up the; 


fu.sion. 








BLOCKADE OP THE .AIJSSIS.SJPPI. 



A<lmiral wore in the liaiids of a 
iiiesRcngoi’, wlio had the shrewcliioss to 
dc.stroy tliein. 

“Another vessel, passing do^vn in 
company \Yith the Blue Wing, escaped 
and brouglit the ne^YS of the disaster to 
the Athniral, wlio at once dispatched 
the gun-hoat Conestoga to the place. 
The gun-boat made short work of cap- 
turing the rcl)els’ guns, and then steamed 
up the Arkansas Iliver and retook the 
barge of coal. The Blue Wing had 
been hauled higher up out of reach. 
The Conestoga is still lying off the 
inoirth of the Arkansas to guard against 
a repetition of the trouble. The Lex- 
ington goes up to-night to relieve her. 

“On the 1st instant, information 
reached here of the rebel raid in West- 
ern Tennessee and Kentucky, and the 
threatened danger at Island Ko. 10, 
Port Pillow, and Hickman. The Admi- 
ral at once ordered the iron-clad gun- 
boat Carondelet, Captain Walke, to get 
under weigh and proceed to the threat- 
ened localities, taking a tug with him 
to assist him up the river. Owing to 
the scarcity of coal at Cairo, the low 
stage of water in the Ohio, and the 
trouble that has existed in getting coal 
down here, our supply is entirely ex- 
hausted, except what the vessels have 
in their bunkers, which is but little. 
The Carondelet had but a very little 
when she left, scarcely enough to last 
lier in stemming the rising tide of the 
Mississippi two days. She will therefore 
be obliged to send her crew ashore oc- 
casionally to cut wood ;, and as this will 
be green and scarcely fit to burn, her f 
Tij. . ■ pse ’ ’ ;,A ’ • ' « .A 


trip up the river will Le n very d'-'v 
one. 1 do not learn that n< yet tii'-r** 
has been any trouble ar tlio pik--is -.n 
which the Curoinleiet is sent, hm r»-:;y 
that there is immiuenr. danger ihet trou- 
ble may arise. 

“It seems very strange to ;dl ia the 
sf|uad]-oii tiait os yut ’^vo g-t i.o 
information of the movejur'nts of 
and Parragiii. That tlie liutor, vi'.h 
some of his fleet, was o.t Port 
on the 18th and I'JlJi inst. is helievefl 
with certain ty, and the reb(ds have in- 
formation of General Banks’ niTival at 
Kew Orleans; hut they are very chary 
of any further inteili,genr;e, if thewhav.'; 
any. We are fully aware— for it no 
longer is-attempted to be kept secret — : 
that both those coinrnands were to ,10111 
this expedition at this phute. It scar*.‘ely 
seems credible that they have nitg wU.n 
any insurmountablo ob,';tacles in ascend- 
ing the river. Port Hudson is the only 
strong position the rebels have below 
Vicksburg, and tliat can hold out 
scarcely two hours against a land attack. 
It is only strong on the river fi’ont, as 
against a ffeet and a front attack. Hic 
rebels never have had to exceed odlhO- 
or G,000 troops there, and these were 
mostly withdrawn and liroiight up to 
Vicksburg previous to our arrival here. 
The only surmise we can make is. that 
Banks met with some serious disaster 
before arriving at Kew Orleans, and is 
unable to move at present. ’ 

Several untoward events coiicurreti in 
defeating the object of Gmieral 
man’s expedition. Grant’s vetrugrtclc 
march and: detention was the chief but; 








TIBS WAIi mTH THE SOUTH, 


to tiiis were added severaU mistakes of I detailed three iron-clads— -the Louis- 
detail which were hardly less unfortii- ville, Baron de Ivalb, and Oiiiciiinati — 
liate. The gun-boats were rendered with all the light-draught gun-boats, all 
comparatiYely useless for want of fuel, 'of which had to be towed up the river, 
their supplies of coal having been cap- “ On the 9th we ascended the Arkari- 
tiired by tlie eiiein}?-. They, however, sas Hiver as high as Arkansas Post,, 
iinnle a demonstration against the forti- when the army landed within about four 
ficatioiis at Haines^ Bluff on the Yazoo, miles of the fort. The enemy had 
in the co urse of which they suffered thin\vn up hea \7 eartinvorks and ex ten- 
more damage than they inflicted. The sive rifle-pits all along the levee. 'While 
gLin-hoat Benton wais riddled -with shot, the army wmre making a detour to sur- 
a,rid her captain and many of her crew round the fort, I sent up the iroii-clads 

kiiled. to try the range of their guns, and af- 

General McGleriiaiid, immediately terward sent up the Battler, Lieuteii- 
a her the defeat of General Sherman ant-Commanding Watson Smith, to clear 
at Ticksburg, sought comj)onsation for out the rifle-pits and the men behind an 
that disaster to the Union arms in an extensive breast- wmrk in front of our 
attack upon Arkansas Post. At this troops. The Black Hawk also opened 
place, the capital of Arkansas County, on them with, her rifled guns, and after 
Arkansas, situated on the Arkansas a few shots the enemy left the work.s, 

Biver, al>oiit lift}' miles from where it and our troops marched in. At two 

einplies into line ^-lississippi River, the o’clock General YcClernand told me the 
eiiemy had erected formidable works, troops would he in position to assault 
the principal of which was Fort Hind- the main forU— a very ibrmiclable work 
man, of which Colonel Dminington was — and I held all the vessels in readiness 
the commandant, and concentrated a to attack when the troops were in posi- 
force of 7,000 men, under the command tiou. At hiilf-pjast five in the afternoon 
of General Churchill, Ascending the General McOlernand sent me a message 
1SI)S» Arkansas Biver as far as Arkansas stating tliat everything was ready, and 
Jan* Post, the troops, imder General the Louisville, Baron de Kalb, and Cin- 
jHeOlernand, landed, in order to ciniiati advanced to within 400 yards of 
operate against the enemy’s fortifica- the fort, which then opened fire from 
lions by laud, -svliilo the gun-hoats, com- theiiTioavy guns and eight rifled guns and 
mandexl by Admiral David B. Porter, with musketry. The superiority of our 
moved up the river to attack them by fire was soon manifested. The batteries 
' water. “ On the 4th of January,” says were silenced, and we ceased firing ; but 
. the latter in his official report of Jaiui- no assault took place, and it being loo 
ary 11, “ McClernancI concluded to dark to do anything, all the vessels 
mote up the river upon the Post of Ar- dropped down and tied up to Hie hank 
kansa#, and requested my cooperation, for the night. 









est zeal on me part oi tlie. 'OJiicers com- eiiiy Having in tne mean nine oeeii iiuij 
mancliiig to. ' carry out . my orders, and alarmed, retired from tlieir position, 
litYi t; mls 1 ak ‘3 of any kind octiiirred. leayirig behind tliein only 150 men, two 
foilt OYer received worse Ija tiering',' guns, aud ahoiit 200 small-arnis, wliicli 
a.,nd tite liiglie.st coiniliiineiit 1 can pay Vvxu'e cpr[yaired bjMlicrLhiioii force, 
liioso (•iigaeyli is to re])eat wLat the General Grant having been ilLwartcd 
rebi/Ls said — ‘ You Citn't expect men to by the enterprise of tlie enemy in Jiis 
si-unil lip against the ilro r«i' those gun- ailempt to reach Yieksiiirrg by land, fell 
boats.''' back to Memphis. He now embarked 

Jn lliis eugTigemGiit with the erieinv^'s Iiis troops in ti'ansports, and foniiing a, 
liii'ts, the fleet had five killed and twen- juiir‘.liori with General I^^cCie^nand'‘s 
ty-lhreo vrQLiiided, Though some of the forces at Mapolcoii, assmned the coin- 
guii-boais w./i’o dauiage.d, none were maaid of the v/licde ariii_y and, inoyed 
disabled. j down tlio Mississippi to renew, in 

Go'iiin':.!! jFeOlorraunk having divided com i/mation. with 1ho tlei,;t under Aalmi- 
bis jVivci'. liioved tli(‘ se]_taratG diyisions rakPoiier, operations against Yiekslyiirg. 
in diiTeiv.'nt directions, so as 1o siirroiind On the 22d of January the advance had 
the eneiii}' and i'orco them, after a Inief reached and disembarked at YoLing’s 
resistance, to siirrerifley. About 7,000 Point, on the Louisiana bank of the 
]>riM)iiers and a large f[iia]j.tity of am- 1 Mississippi, a]}Oiit nine miles distatit by 
mumiiou ann storf3s ilnis inio tlie the river from Y'^iekaburg, on. the oppo- 
ramds 0.1 tlie Lmcmists. Ihc loss of the site shore. Thie rest of 'ilio 'forces .ra.p-“ 
hilter wa.s not more than 2ll0 kiiiod arid idly followed, and sooimyrts gafherod for 
wuiiiideU. iliO attack of Yickshurg an army of 

lly the capture of Arltaiisas Post tlie | nearly 200, OOO, The encuiy, in 'the 
Yva\ seemed, to be 0 ]ieiicd IVn* a success- 1 ineaii time, liad concentrated a large 
fid expeddiosi to LilUi.^ ib)v.dv, the capi- 1 ibree, estimated at 100,000 men, nnder 
tal of till.' Btaie of. Arkansas, but' it ’wan | the cominaiid of General Jolmsloii, and 
niji deemed by Gericrui iMcGiernaud ad- i iirepared to nmke a vigorous defence of 
'visabie to pusli bis advantage in that 1 their sirondiokl 
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NASHVILLE THHEATENED. 


CHAPTER XL L 

Tlie Actbity of tlie Enemy’s Ctivulry in Tcmiessee.--fJoi:nimmications of Nasludlle Interrupted.— Demand for Surren- 
der of Naslivillc.— Kci'nsnL— Itont of the Enemy at Lavergiio.— rtosecrans at Naslmlle.— -The Enemy’s Cavalry at 
Work. — Surprise, and (iapture of Jlarlsvillc; Ijy Morgan..— Morgan’ .s Advance into lientucky. — His Destructive Work. 
— Ketum to Tennessee,— Hosecrans Advances to meet Bragg.— Battle of Stone Eiver.— -Sudden Retreat of the Enemy 
to Tullalioma. — Boasts of tlio Euenry.— Garter’s Spirited Expedition to East TenncHseo. — Enemy’s Cavalry still 
at Work. — Encniy^ Ilepulsod at Fort Donelson. 


When General Buell was cliecked in 
ills advance by tlie battl.e of Perry- 
ville, and the .enemy under Q-eiieral 
Bragg were enabled to nialve tlieir escape 
from. Kentiiclvy into Tennessee, the de- 
tacliecl OonfbdGrate forces, principally of 
cavalry, beca.me very enterprising in both 
States. Their iiiaih object seemed to be 
so to isolate Xasliville by siuTOunding 
it and cutting off its coniumiiLCatioiis, as 
to render the city no longer tenable by 
the. Pederal garrison. They sd/far suc- 
ceeded as to prevent all regular commu- 
nications between Xashville and the sur- 
rounding country, north, south, east, 
and west, for niore: than a : month. 
Supp.lies of all kinds became exceed- 
ingly scarce, ' and A great' alarm pre-' 
vailed in the city for its safety. The 
cucniy, linaily p,rc.snmiiig n[>oi) the com- 
plctoncss wiili. wliicli they laul siu’rouml- 
od Xtisliviilo, made a fiinil demand 
for its surrender. To iliis liie 
Pederal commander replied : ' ‘General 
Negley is prepared and tietciinined to 
hold Iiis position.” 

General Xogley proved as good as liis 
word. Hiscovering that the enemy were 
concentrated in force at Lavergno, a 


small town on the railroad between 
Fasliville and Murfreesboro, about four- 
teen miles froiiL tlie former city, he sud- 
denly fell upon and routed tlieiii. 

“ A force of 400 infantry, 400 cavalry, 
and four pieces of artiller_y, under 
command of General Palmer, ” says 
General Xegloy in his report, “was sent 
ma the Murfreesboro road. At the same 
time, 1,800 inhintry, under Colonel Mil- 
ler, inarched by a circuitous route to the 
south of Lavergno. Tlie enemy’s' pickets 
and vedettes were in considerable force 
on the roads, and skirmished with our 
advance ten miles, enabling their main 
force, consisting of one regiment of in- 
'fantry, the Thirty-Second' Alabama^, one.’ 
steel-rifled cannon, , and ,3,000 cavalry, to 
assmiie a position, .forming their lines in 
anticipation of our entirp', force advaRclng 
on the Murfreesboro road, vhhcli was part 
of our oijjcct. The enemy commenced 
action bj- opening a- fire with three pieecss 
of artillery at a distauco of SOO yards. 
This was soon silencosl liy a shell from 
one of uiir gyms exp.loding their auimuni- 
tioiL chest. At the moment the enemy 
were directing their iiiovemonts against 
the right flank of General Palmer’s force, 
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Colonel Miller’s infantry arrived, ad- ists ; but the vigilance of the former was 
vancing in splendid line of battle, and more than matched by the audacity of 
deliveniig/a well-direcded iiiTi into the latter. The alert Morgan, having 
eiieuiyh ranks, which was followed by a siicceedtMj in gaining the rear of the 
skilful deployment right .and left to cut Union army, operated with cliaracteris- 
off their retreat. The Confederates held tic vigor upon its line of commiiiiica- 
their ginimci foiMhiidy minutes, then tied tions. After his success at Hartsville 
in the wildest disorder, leaving 175 pris- he crossed the Oiimberland River and 
oners' in our hands, among 'whom were moved along the Kaslwille and Louis- 
titvo lieu tenant-colonels, and a nurnher ville Railroad into Kentucky, driving off 
of line officers, three pieces of artillery, or evading' the Union g'arrisoiis on his 
orcliiaiice. and (|uartermaster’s stores, a route, capturing supplies, and destroying 
large amoiiiit of provisions, camp ecpii- railway trains and bridges. Morgai'i 
page, personal effects and regimental in this hold raid penetrated as far as 
ci')iors, arid two railroivi Ciirs, which we .Muldi’angh's iliil, williin thirty miles of 
<lestL‘o;\'cd. Tlieir dx-feat was '/(riiiriiete. Lijiiisvilio, wdsare, after capturing a 
Tiioir loss lii killed and wounded 'was ; auard of 000 Union soldiers, ho 




abioil eighiy.” j destroyed the trestle-rvork of the rail- 

ii-sa. llosecra.us liaving. in. the mean | roml. Having met v/illi a stout 
Xo\% tic'ie. with e-ha.riicicristie. ]>romidi,- i rc^^istanc«j from, llarhtiid at 

tilde, pp.shet] Oil iu Ras.hvillx, widen, i Koliing Fork, 3i organ made oif to 
lie hud residved to make ins iaisis of i l,k.iisisi{)\vii. {ind thence rcjiracod Ids. step's 
opiu’aiion.s, the hk'^jiiV'dei’uio forircs fcil ; southward to Tomiessee. Cloiieral .Poj'- 
h;a.tk'. to dhuiVenshorO; whore thigy cou~ ! rest, also in tlm rear of tlie Union a,riJLT, 
ceii'l .rated uniunr (jcmeral Bragg, and 1 was e(|ual]y oate'rptising with, dlorga'ri in 
pi' 0 ])ared to oppose the furthei' mlvnnoo | inierrup ting its communications and ca])- 
of tlie Cniou army. Their detiicluneufs ! turing its supplies, 
of cavalry, hoivovor, under Hie enter- j Uoneral ilosecrans thus hiirassod lij 
pn’ismg leaders. Morgan, .borresi', and tins Confederate cavalry, determined to 
\\ heelci*. soon resuiriGd their adventu- advance against tlie enoniyts main army 
rolls i>perations, and succeeded in great- under (General Bragg. ])ost(Kl at iMur- 
ly einharrassing the ruoveiuents of Rose,- tVeeshoro. This he believed to be llic 
Grans. Gen. Morgan, ahvays on the alert, only means liy whidi he could secure Hie 
BeCt i'tirprised at Hartsville. in Tennes- cominan!-! of the country, now liecome 
see, an advanced Ijiiion hirco, and, essential to hiiri for the support of Iiis 
after a short- struggle, captured it. The largo arm;y since his coinmuiilcations 
reconnoitring and foraging parties of with the Xortli had been inteiTupiod. 
both armies came into frequent collision, Rosecrans put his wliolo army in motion 
with var 3 ing results ; now the Unionists at sunrise on the morning after Ohrist- 
wer^ successful, and. -again the secession- mas. The preiiminary movements, ami 
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RO>SECR.AK.S’ REPORT. 


the great battle of Murfreesboro, or Stone 
River, wliicli ensued, are spinteclly de- 
scribed by G-eneral Rosecrans ill this Ms 
official report : 

Assiiiiiing coirmiand of the amy at 
Louisville on the 27tli day of October, 
it was found coiiceni rated at Bowling 
Green and Glasgo^Y, distant about 113 
miles from Louisville, Vvli€!3iec3, after re- 
pleiiisliing with aiiimimition,, siip])Iics, 
and clothing, the}’ moved on to Rasli- 
ville, the advance coi’ps reaching tliat 
place on the morning of the Ttli of Xo- 
vember, a distance of 183 miles from 
Louisville, 

“ At this distance from inv base of 


" The enormous superiority in niiiii- 

bers .of the rebel .cavalry kept our little 

i cavaiiy force almost within the iiifantrt’' 

j lines, and gave the. enemy control of the 

j entire country around us. It vras ol»vi- 

j 008 from the lieginiiing that we should 

{ be confronted by Bragg's army, recruited 

! bv an inesorabie conscrintiois, and anied 
i w' , d, . ■ 

j by clouds of mounted men, foriiied into 

I a cruerriila-Iike cavalrv i,o avoid the 
i hardships of coiiacription and iiifiintiy 
service. The evident cliliieulties and la- 
bors of an advance into this country, 
and ogaiiist such a force, and at such 
a distance from our base of operations, 
with which we connected bv a single 


supplies, tlie first thing to be done was 

precarious thread, made it 

immitest tliat ,| 1 

to provide for the subsistence of the 

our policy wa.s to ind'uee 

the eiiemv to , {:.| 

troops and open the Louisville and 

travel over as much a.s p 

ossible of the '1 | 

blaslivilie Railroad. The cars com- 

space iliat separated us — 

thus avoiding 'P.l' 

menced running through on tlie 2Glli of 

for us the wear arid tear a 

lid dimiiiiitioii . , | f 

Xovember, previous to which time our 

of our forces, and subjecti 

Dg the enemy ' | | 

supplies had been brought by rail to 

to all these incoirveiiieiief 

iS, .besides, in- . ,,[ 

Mitchelville, thirty-five miles north of 

creasing for him and diniii 

iiMiiag -for us t 

Xashvilie, and thence, by constant labor, 

the dangerous conseqiienci 

3S' of 'a ueibatv : > i 

we had been able to haul enough to re- 

“ The means taken to o 

.'itaiii 'this tend ' .i c 

plenisli the exliausted stores for the gar- 

were eminently successful 

5 the enemy., '■ ■ '.j ,| 

rison at Xashvilie, and subsist the troops 

expecting us to go into;w 

i.nter: quarters ^d;. [. 

of 'the mo ving army. 

at Xashvilie,' had prepared his own wdn- ■ ' j . j 


“ .From the 26tli of November to the 
26th of December every effort was bent 
to complete the clolhiiig of the arm}', to 
provide it with aminmiition, and rcpuen- 
isli the depot at Xashville with needful 
supplies to insure us against want fi-om 
the largest possible detention likely t(.» 
occur by the breaking of the Louisville 
and Xashville Raili-oad : and to insure 
Ibis work the road was guarded by a 
heavy foi*co posted at Gallatin. 


ter quarters at Murfreesboro, with the 
hope of possibly making them at A'asli" 
viJle ; and liad sent a large cuvfdry .force 
into West Temiessee to annoy (rraut : 
and anuiher large ibi'ce iiUo .ICeiitu<‘ky', 
to Itreak up the j-.-filroad. in tlje ale- 
sence of these forces, and With a'k'quate 
sup]»lies ill Xashvilie, the moment was 
judo’cJ opportune for an advance on the 
1 ’C‘bels. Folk's and .Kirby FndihV foi’ces 
were at Murfreesboro, and ILirdees 
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s:iorps oil tlie Shelbjndlle and JfoTinsville bj the One Iliinclred and First Ohio 
iiike, between Triune and Eadesville. and Fifteenth Wisconsin reo:imeiits. his 


witii an advance guard at Molirisville. loss this day being about seventy-five 
while no troops lay in front at Wash- killed , and wounded, 
v’ilie, on the Franklin, iToliiisville, and Thomas ibllowed, outlie right, and 
Murfreesboro turnpike. The plan of closed bTegiey's division on Eolmsville, 
the naoveinents was as follows : leaving the other (BonsseauT) division 

“ ^fcGook, with tliree divisions, to ad- on the right ilaiik. 
vance hy hToliiisville pike to Triune. Crittenden advanced to Lavergiie, 
Thomas, with tv/o divisions (Megley’s skinnishing heavily on his front over a 






and Ilousseaiils), to advance on his right roiigdi country, intersected by forests 
by the Franklin and Wilson pikes, and cedaifoirakes, -vvitli but slight los.s. 
threatening Hardee’s right, and then to “On the 2Gth, G-eneral McCook ad- 
fall in by the cross-roads to Holinsville. vanced on. Triune, but his movement 
“ Crittenden, with Wood’s, PahnerT, was retarded by a dense fog. 
and Van Glevets divisions, to advance “ Crittenden had orders to delay Ms 
by the Murfreesboro pike to Lavergiie. movement until McCook had reached 
“ TTitli Thomas' tivo divisions at Ho- Triune o,nd developed the intentions of 
Imsville, McCook was to attack Har- the enemy at that point, so that it could 
dee at Triune, and if the enemy rein- be determined which Thomas was to 
forct^l Hardee, Thomas fovas to support support. 

McCook. : “ MeCook arrived at Triune, and re- 

“Tf McCook beat Hardee, or Hardee ported that Hardee had retreated, and 
retreated, a.nd the enemy met us at that he had sent a division in pursuit. 
Stewart's Creek, five miles south of “ Crittenden began his advance about 
Lavergne, Crihendeu was to attack him. eleven o’clock A.n., driving bcdbre him 
Thomas ivas to come in on his left Hank, a brigade of cavalry, supported by 
and ^McCook, after detaching a division Maury’s brigade of rebel infantry, an<l 
to pui'sue or observe Hardee, if retreat- reached Stewart’s Creek, the Third 
ing south, was to move widi the remain- Kentucky gLilhuitiy charging tlic rear- 
der of his force on fciieir rear. guard of the enemy and saving the 

“ The movement began, on the morn- bridge, on which had been placed a pile 
ing of December 2G. of rails that had been sot on lire. Tliis 

“ MeCook advanced on Kolinsville was Saturda}" iiiglit. 
pike, skirmishing his ivay all day, meet- “ McCook having settled the fact of 
ing with stiff resistance from cavalry Hardee's retreat, Thomas moved Kog- 
and artillery, and closing the day by a ley’s division on to join Critteiuhm at 
brisk fight, wliich gave him possession Stewart’s Creek, and moved Housscau's 
of Kolinsville and the hills one and a to Nolinsville, 

half miles in front, capturing one gun “ On Sunday the troops rested, except 
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Rousseau's clivisioii, wiiich was ordered 
to move on to Stewardston, and Wil- 
liclrs t)rigade, whicli liad pursued Har- 
dee as far £is Riggs' cross-roads, and 
liad determined tlie fixct that Hardee 
had gone to Murfreesboro, -when thej?- 
returned to Triune. 

“ On Monday morning McCook was 
ordered to move fi'oni Triune to Wilkin- 
son’s cross-roads, six miles from Mur- 
freesboro, leaving a brigade at Triune. 

“ Crittenden crossed Stewart’s Creek 
by the Smyrna bridge, on the main 
Murfreesboro pike, and Negley by the 
ford two miles above, their whole force 
to advance on Murfreesboro, distant 
about eleven miles. 

'' Rousseau was to remain at Stewart’s 
Creek until his train came up, and pre- 
pare himself to follow. 

“McCook reached Wilkinson’s cross- 
roads by Gvcniiig, with an advance bri- 
gade at OvGi Till’s Cj'eek, sa ving and hold- 
ing the bridge; meeting vvitlL but little 
resistance. 

“ Crittenden’s corps advanced, Pal- 
mer leading, on the Murfreesboro pike, 
followed by Hegjey, of Thomas’ corps, 
to wilhin three miles of kriirfreesljoro, 
having had seVci'al brisk skirmishes, 
driving the eueiny ra 
bridges ou the route, and forcing the 
enemy l^ack to his intrencimients. 

“About three p.m., a signal message 
coming from the front, from General 
Palmer, that he waas in sight of Mur- 
freesboro, and the enemy wore miming, 
an order wms sent to General Crittenden 
to send a division to occupy Murfrees- 
boro. 
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“ This led General Crittenden, on 
reaching the enemy’s front, to order 
Harker’s brigade to cross the 
ford on hi,s left, where he surprised a 
regiment of Breckinridge’s division, arid 
drove it back on its main lines, not moin 
than 500 yards distant, in consideral.de 
confusion ; and lie held this position 
until General Crittenden w£ts advised, 
by prisoners captured by Harker’s bri- 
gade, that Breckinridge was in ibree on 
his front, wdieii, it being dark, he or- 
dered the brigade liack across the river, 
and reported the circumstances to the 
Commanding-General on his arrivai, to 
whom he apologized for not having car- 
ried out the order to occupy Murfrees- 
boro. The General approved of his ac- 
tion, of course, the order to occupy 
Murfreesboro having been based on the 
information received from General Crit- 
tenden's advance division, ilml the en- 
emy were retreating irom nrireobhoro. 

“ OrittGiideii’s corps, with .bTegley’s 
division, bivouacked iii order of battle, 
distatit 700 yards fiami the enemy's iu- 
trenchments, our left extending down 
the river some 500 yards. 

“ The pioneer brigade, bivouacking 
still lower down, prepared tlime fords, 
and coverefi one of 
division covemtl the oilier two, 1 an 
Cleve's division being in ro'^erve. On 
the niomiiig of the dOili, Rousseau, with 
two brigades, was ordered doivn early 
from Stewart’s Creek, leai 
gade tViore, and sending 
Pifiyrua to cover our le 
took bis place; in 
of Palmer’s rig! it, while General 
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coips cm the Slielbjviile and Kolinsville by the One Hundred and First Ohio 
pike, between Triune and Eaglesville, and Fifteenth Wisconsin regiments, Iiis 
with an advance guard at Holinsville, loss this clay being about seventy-five 
Dps lay in front at Hash- killed and wounded. 

IhDaiildiii, Nolmsville, and Thoinas followed, on the right, and 
turnpike. The plan of closed Hegley’s division on Holinsville, 
iiW!iK)Vi.;nr.:-TitsAva3 as follows : leaving the other (Rousseaiih) division 

“ McCook, W'itli three divisions, to ad- on the right flank. 

NolmsviHe pike to Triune. ‘Whitteiiclen advanced to Lavergiie, 
itli two divisions (Hegiey’s skirniishiiigv heavily on his front over a 
iiiih), to advance on his right rough country, intersected by forests 
'anldiii and Wilson pikes, and cedar brakes, with but slight loss, 
threatening ITardeeis right, and then to “On the General McCook ad- 

iti 11 in by tile cross-roads to Holinsville. vaiiced on Triune, but his iiioveineiit 
“ (jritteiidei!, with Wood’s, Palmers, was retarded by a dense fog. 
and Tan Okwe's divisions, to advance “ Critlcndoii liad ordr-rs lo delay ills 
by tliO lilurfrcusboTO pike to Lavergiie. movement until ?tIc(Jook had reached 
“With Tlioiaas' two divisions at Ho- Triiiiio and dsiveloped the intentions of 
Ilnsvihe, 3deCook was to attack Hiir- the cnciny at that point, so that it could 
flee at. Triune, and if the enemy rein- be deterininod which Tlioma.s was to 
Ibrcedi IlardoG, Tiioinas was to support support. 

}JcOook. “ McCoc/k arrived a.t Triune, and rc- 

“ If McCook lieat Hardee, or Hardee portefi that Ha.rdoe lia.d retreated, and 
reti'eatiid, and the enemy met us at that lie liad sent a ilivision in pursuit, 
Bfewarth Ct'oek, live miles south of “ Critteiidoii began his advance aliout 
La vergne, Orhtoriden was to attack him. eleven oklodv A,:,r., driving before him 
Tlioiuas was to. conic in oil Ids left flank, a brigade of cawilrv, supported ])y 
and hIcCook, after dcdacliing a division Maury's brigade of rebel infantry, arnl 
to pursue or observe Hai'dce, if retreat- reached Stewart's Creek, the Tliird 
mg south, ivas to move with the remain- Kentucky gallantly cliurgiiig llie rear- 
der of his force on Ihcdr rear. guard of llio enemy and saving the 

“ The inovemcnt began on the morn- bridge, on which liad been placed a jdlc 
iiig of December 26. of rails that had heoii set on fire. This 

“ kfeCook advanced on Holiiisville was Saturday niglit. 
pike, skirmisliing his way all day, meet- “ McCook having settled the fict of 
ing with stiff resistance from cavalry Hardee’s retreat, Thoma,s moved Hog- 
and artillery, and closing the day by a division on to join Crittenden at 

brisk fight, which gam liiin possession Stewart’s Creek, and moved Rousseau's 
of Holinsviilo and the hills one and a to Holinsvillc. 

half miles in front, capturing one gun “ On Sunday the troops rested, except 
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Koiissc^au s division, wliicli was ordered 
to move on. to Stewardston, and Wil- 
licli’s b.rigade, wliicli had pursued Har- 
dee as .far as Riggs’ cross-roads, and 
had determined the tact that Hardee 
had gone to Murfreesboro, when they 
returned to Triune. 

On Monday morning McCook was 
ordered to move from T.riime to Wilkin- 
soifs cross-roads, six miles from Mur- 
freesboro, leaving a brigade at Triune. 

“ Oritteiideii crossed Stewart’s Creek 
by tlie Smyrna bridge, on the main 
Miirfrtiesboro pike, and Hegley by the 
ford two miles above, their whole force 
to advance on Murfreesboro, distant 
about eleven miles, 

“ Ruussea,n was to remain at Stewart’s 
Creels until Ins train came up, and pre- 
pare liimself to follow. 

“McCook reached Yvilkinsoii’s cross- 
roads by evening, with an advance bri- 
gade at Overall’s Creek, saving and hold- 
ing the bridge, meeting with but little 
resistance. 

“Crittenden’s corps advanced, Pal- 
mer loading, on tlie Murfreesboro pike, 
followed by Hegiey, of Thomas’ corps, 
to within three miles ot* Murfreesboro, 
having bad several brisk skirmishes, 
driving tlic enemy rapidly, saving two 
bridges on tJio route, and forcing the 
eiiomy back to his intrenchmonts. 

“About three r.M., a signal message 
coming from the front, from General 
Palmer, tliat he was in sight of Mur- 
freesboro, and the enemy were riimiiiig, 
an order was sent to Cfoneral Crittenden 
to send a division to occupy Murfrees- 
boro. 


“ This led General Crittenden, on | j 
reaching the enemy’s front, to order i 
.Haiker’s brigade to cross the river at a | 

ford on his left, where he surprised a | 

regiment of Breckinridge’s division, and I | 

drove it back on its main lines, not more j | 

than 500 yards distant, in considerable [ j 

confusion ; and he held this position | j 

until General Crittenden was advised, I 1 

^ 1 I 

by prisoners captured by Harker’s bri- | j 

gade, that Breckinridge was in force on | | 

his front, when, it being dark, he or- | } 

dered the brigade back across the river, i | 

and reported tlie circumstances to the | 1 

Commanding-General on his arrival, to j 

whom he apologized for not having car- | 

ried out the order to occupy Miirfrees- i | 

boro. The General approved of his ac- j 
• ' ^ 
tion, of course, the order to occupy I | 

Murfreesboro having been based on the | ! 

information received from General Grit- i j 

tenden’s advance division, that the en- | | 

emy were retreating from Murfreesboro. ' ! 

“ Crittenden’s corps, with Hegiey’s ; i 

division, bivouacked in order of battle, | 

r I 

distant 700 yards from the enemy’s in- | i 

trcnchments, our left extending down i j 

the river some 500 yards. i I 

“ The pioneer brigade, bivouacking j | 

still lower down, prepared three fords, | 

and covered one of them, while Wood’s ; | 

division covered the other two, Yan j | 

Cleve’s division being in re^sorve. On ' j 

the morning of the 30th, Rousseau, with ; ; 

Hvo brigades, was ordered down early } i 

^ ^ . I'd' 

from Stewart’s Creeiv, leaving one bri- s j 
gado there, and sending another to j i 

Smyrna to cover our left and rear, i ! 

and took his place in reserve, in ; 

rear of Palmer’s right, while General | 
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Heo’ley moved on tlirou^li the cedar- 
brakes, until his right rested on the 
Wilkinson pike. The pioneer corps cu 
roads through the cedars for his amhu- 

lances and amninnitioTi wagons. . . 

The Conimaiicliiig-G-eiieral remained 

with the left and centre, exaniinmg the 
ground, while General McCook moved 
tor ward from l,?ilkmsoii’s cross-ioacs 

slowly and steadily, meeting with heavy 
resistanee, fighting his way from Over- 
all’s Greek until he got into position 

with a loss of some 135 killed and 
wounded. 

“ Our small division of cavalry— say 
3 00() men — had heen divided into three 
parts, of which CenerM Stanley took 
two, and accompanied (General McCook, 
tiu-'uting his way across from the MHlkim 
sou t</ihe Franklin pike and below it, 
Colonel ZahiFs brigade leading gallantly, 
and meeting with such heavy resistance 
that MeCo-k sent two brigades from 
Jolmsoiv's division, Avhich succeeded in 
iighiing tln-ir way into position, while 
the third brigade, wliicli had been lett 
at Triune, moved forward from that ^ 
place, and arrivc<l at nighttall ncar^Gen- 

eral McCook's headquarters. "" * * 

“ At four o'clock in the afternoon. 
General McCook had reported his arri- 
val on the Mulkiiisoh pike, joining Tho- 
^^jjg__thc result of the combat in the 
afternoon near G rei sou's home and the 
fact that Sheridan was in position there, 
that his right was advancing to support 
the cavalry ; also that Hardee s corps, 
with two divisions of Polk’s, was on his 
fronts extending down toward the Salem 

pike. . ' 


‘Without any map of the ground, 
which was to ns imra mcognita, when 
General McCook informed the Geiieral- 
Commaiiding that his corps was facing 
strongly toward the east, the General- 
Commanding told him that such a dnme- 
tion to his line did not appear to him a 
proper one, hut that it ought, with the 
exception of his left, to face niuch^niore 
nearly south, with Johnson’s division in 
reserve ; hut that this matter must be 
confided to him who knew the ground 

over which he had fought. 

“ At niue P.M. the corps commanders 
met at the headquarters of the General- 
Cominandiug, who explained to them the 

.... * . I T 


followfing plan of the bailie : 

“McCook was to occupy the most 
advantageous posilioii, refusing his right 
as much as practicable and neeessaip^ to 
secure it, to receive the attack of the 
enemy : or if that did not come, to at- 
tack himself sLifficicnt to hold all the 
force on his front. 

“ Thomas and Palmer to open Avith 
skirmishing, and gain the enemy’s cen- 
tre and left, as lar as the livei. ^ 

“ Crittenden to cross Yan Gleve’s di- 
vision at the lower ford, covered and 
supported by the sappers and miners, 
and to advance on Breckimidge. 

“Wood’s division to follotv by bri- 
gades, crossing at the upper lord and 
moving on Yan Cleve’s right, to carry 
everything before them into_ Murfrees- 
boro. This -would have given us two 
divisions against one ; and as soon as 
Breckinridge had been dislodged fro-m 
his position, the batteries of Wood’s 
division, taking position on the heights 




Greijeral-Commaiiding addressed Clencral 
McCook as Ibllows : ‘ You know the 

ground ; you have fought ov(U‘ its ditli- 
cidLics. Call you, hold your present po- 
sition for three hours V To which Gen- 
eral JdeCook replied, ‘ Y^es, ,I think I 
can/ The (xeneral-Commaiiding then 
said : ‘ I don’t like the facing so much 
to the east, hut must confide that to you, 
who know the ground. If you doiiT 
think your present the best position, 
change it f and the officers then re- 
tired to their commanxls. 


ward the right, took a good position, 
and made a gallant hut an ineffectual 
stand, as the whole rebel Icff was mov- 
ing up on the ground abandoned by our 
troops. 

“lYithin an hour from the time of 
the opening of tlie battle, a slaft officer 
from General McCook arrived, announc- 
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east of Stone River, in advance, would 
see the enemy’s work in reverse, would 
dislodge tlieiii, and enable Palmerh di- 
vision to press theiii back and drive 
them westward across the river or 
through the -woods ; while Thomas, sus- 
taining the movement on the centre, 
would advance on the right of Palmer, 
crushing their right ; and Crittenden’s 
corps advancing, would take Murfrees- 
boro ; and then moving westward on 
the Franklin road, get in their flank and 
rear, and drive tliem into the country 
toward Salem, with the proKspect of cut- 
ting off their retreat, and probably de- 
stroying their army. 

“ It was explained to them that this 
combination, insuring us a vaist superi- 
ority on our left, required for its success 
that General McCook should be able to 
hold his position for three hours ; that if 
necessary to recede at all, he should'* re- 
cede as he advanced on the preceding 
day, slowly and steadily, refusing his 
right, thereby rendering our success cer- 
tain. 

“ Having thus explained the plan, the 


“At daylight on the morning of the 
31st, the troops breakfasted and stood 
to their arms, and bj?- seven o’clock 
were preparing for the battle. 

“ The movement was begun on the left 
by General Van Cleve, who crossed at the 
lower fords ; Wood prepared to sustain 
and follow him. The enemy meanwhile 
had prepared to attack General McCook, 
and by half-past six o’clock advanced in 
heavy columns — regimental front— -liis 
left attacking Williclvs and Kirk’s bri- 
gades of Johnson’s division, which being 
thin and light, without support, were, 
after a sharp but fruitless contest, crum- 
bled to pieces and driven back, leaving 
Edgarton’s and part of Goodspeed’s bat- 
tery in the hands of the enemy. 

“ The enemy foUowiug up, attacked 
Davis’ division, and speedfly dislodged 
Post’s brigade ; Carlin’s brigade was 
compelled to follow, as Woodriiif’s bri- 
gade, fivm tile w of testimony, 
had previously left its position on liis 
left. Johnson’s brigade, on retiring, 
iiielined toa far to the west, and were 
too much scattered to make a combined 
resistance, though they fought bravely 
at one or tw'o points before j'eaching 
Wilkinson’s pike. The reserve brigade 
of Johnson’s di-iisinii, advancing ifom 
its bivouac near \\ ilkinsoi/s pike, to- 
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iiig to me that the right wing was heav- 
ily pressed, and needed assistance ; hut 
I: was not acMsed of the rout of Wil- 
licli's and Kirby's brigades, nor of the 
rapid .withdrawal- of Davis’ division, ne- 
cessitated thereby ; moreover, having 
siipposeci his wing posted more' com- 
pactly and his right more refused than it 
really was, the direction of the noise of 
battle did not indicate to me the true 
state of allairs. I consequently directed 
him to return, and direct General Mc- 
Cook to dispose liis troops to the best 
adi'antnge, and to hold Ms ground obsti- 
nateh'. Soon after a second officer from 
General McCook arrived, and stated 
tlio rigiit wing wms being driven-— 
a fact ihat was but too manifest, by. the 
rap i«l n 1 o i’ eineiit of the noise of battle 
toward tiie north. , ' ■ 

" General Thomas wms iiiimediatel}’' 
dispatched to order Boiisseaii—there in 
reserve — ^into the cedar brakes .to the 
rigl'it ami rear of Sheridan. General 
CriUendcii vras ordered to suspend Tan 
Cieve s riiommient across the river, on 
the left, and to coi^er the crossing with 
one brigade, and move the other two 
brigades we.slvvard across tiie fields to- 
ward the railroad, for a I’cserve. Wood 
vras also directed to suspend his prepai’a- 
tiuns for crossing, and to hold Mascall 
in reserve. . 

“ A.t this moment fugitives and strag- 
glers from ]\IcCook’s corps began to 
make their appearance through the ce- 
dar brakes, in such numbers that I be- 
'came satisfied that McCook’s corps was 
routed. ' I therefore directed General 
Crittenden to send T an Cieve in to the 


right of Rousseau, Wood to send Colo- 
nel Harker’s brigade farther downi the 
Murfreesboro pike, to go in and attack 
the enemy on the right of Tan Cieve, 
the pioneer brigade meanwdiile occupy- 
ing the knoll of ground west of Mur- 
freesboro pike, and about 400 or 500 
yards in rear of Ralnier’s centre, sup- 
porting Stokes’ battery. Sheridan, ak 
ter sustaining four successive attacks, 
gradually swung his right from a south- 
easterly to a northwester^ direction, 
repulsing the enemy four times, losing 
the gallant General Sill of his right, 
and Colonel Roberts of Ills left brigade, 
when having exhausted his animunition 
— -Ifegley’s division being in the same 
preclLeame.iit, and Iieaadiy pressed — a'f- 
ter desperate fighting, they fell back 
■ froni the position held at t’.he com- 
meiiceiiient, tiiroiigh the. cedar wmods, 
in which Rousseau’s division, with a 
portion of Kegley’s and Sheridan’s, met 
the advancing enemy and checked his 
movements. 

“ The arnniunitiou train of the right 
wing, endangej’ed by its sudden diseom- 
fitiire, was taken (diargc of by Captain 
Thurston, of the First Ohio, regular 
ordnance officer, who by his energy and 
^liantry, aided by a (harge of cavabw 
and such troops as ho could pick up, 
carried it throng] i the woods to ihe 
Murfreesboro pike, around to the rear 
of the left wing, thus enabling the troops 
of Sheridan’s division to repionish their 
empty cartridge-boxes. During all this 
time Faliner’s front had likewise been 
in action, the enemy having made seve- 
ral attempts to advance upon it. At 
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this stage it became necessary to re-ad- 
just tlie line of battle to tlie new state 
of affairs. Rousseau and Tan Cleve’s 
advance having relieved Sheridan’s di- 
vision troin the pressure, Tegley’s divi- 
sion and Cruft’s brigade from Palmer’s 
division withdrew from their original 
position in front of the cedars, and 
crossed the open field to the east of the 
Murfreesboro pike, about 400 yards in 
rear of our front line, where Tegley 
was ordered to replenish his ammuni- 
tion, and form in close column in re- 
serve. 

“The right and centre of our line 
now extended from Hazen to the Mur- 
freesboro pike, ill a northwesteiiy direc- 
tion— Ilascall supporting Hazeii, Rous- 
seau filling the interval to the pioneer 
brigade. 

“ Negley in reserve, Tan Cleve west 
of the pioneer brigade, McCook’s Corps 
refused on his right and slightly to the 
rear on Murfreesboro pike, the cavalry 
being still farther to the rear oii Mur- 
freesboro pike and beyond Overall’s 
Creek. 

“ The encm 3 fs infantry and cavalry 
attack on our extj’cmc right was re- 
pulsed l)y Tan Cleve’s division, with 
Ilarkcr’s brigailo and flie cavalry. After 
sovei'al attempts of the enemy to ad- 
vanc-o on this new line, which were 
thcuoughly repulsed, as also their at- 
tempts on the left, the day closed leav- 
ing us masters of the original ground 
on our left, and our neiv line advan- 
tiigeously posted, witli open ground in 
front swept at all points by our artillery. 

“"We had lost heavily in killed and 


wounded, and a considerable number in 
stragglers and prisoners ; also twenty- 
eight pieces of artillery, the horses hav- 
ing been slain, and our troops being 
unable to withdraw them by baud over 
the rough ground ; but the enemy had 
been tlioroiighly handled and badly 
damaged at all points, having had no 
success where we had open groimd and 
our troops were properly posted ; none, 
which did not depend on the original 
crushing of our right, and the superior 
masses which were, in consequence, 
brought to hear upon the narrow front 
of Sheridan’s and Megley’s divisions, 
and a part of Palmer’s coupled with the 
scarcity of amniimition, , caused by the 
circuitous road which the train haal 
taken, and the inconvenience of getting 
it from a remote distance through the 
cedars.. Orders were given for the issue 
of all the spare amiiiimitiori, and we 
fotind that we hatl enough for ano;^t^^^ 
battle, the only question . being where 
the battle -was to be foiiglit.', , 

“ It was decided, in order to complete 
Qiir present lines, that the. left slioiild be 
retired some 2o() yar<ls !-o a more advan- 
tiigoous ground, the extreme leftrestuig 
on Stone River alcove llie lower fonl 
and extemhng to Siokos’ halter^'. 
Starkweather’s and Tvhilkers brigades 
arriving near tlie eioso of the eveiiing, 
the former hivouacko'i in close C()iuuin 
in reserve i]i r<jar of Mci'uok s left, a;ed 
the latter was posted on the leic of 
Sherman, near the MuidVeeshuiat pikes 
and next morning relieved \ an (flove, 
•who- returned to hLs position in the ieit 
wing. 





‘‘ After careful exammatioii and free 
consultation with, corps commanders, 
followed by a personal examination of 
tlie gromid ill rear as far as Overall’s 
Greek, it was determined to await the 
enemy's attack in that station, to send 
fiir the provision train and order up 
fresh supplies of aiiimiiriitiori, on the 
arrival of which, should the enemy not 
attank, olFensive operation>s should be 
resumed. 

‘‘hlo flemonstratioii on the iiiorning 
of the 1st of January. Crittenden was 
ordered to occupy the points opposite 
the ford on his left with a brigade, 

“ About two o'clock in the afternoon, 
the eneiity, wdio had shown signs of 
iiiovement and massing on our right, 
appearerl at the , extreniity of the field, a 
mile and, a Aalf 'from.' .the : Murfreesboro ■ 
piket but' dhe' presence^ -nf ■ Gfibson^s' bri- 
gade' with a battery occupying the woods 
nean OveralF Creek, and N'egiey’s divi- 
sion and a portion of Eousseau’s on the 
Murfreeshoro pike opposite the field, 
put an end to this ■ demonstration, and 
the day closed with another dernonstra- 
lion by the enemy on A¥alke£s brigade, 
whicii, ended in the same maiirier. 

“ On Friday morning the enemy 
opened four lieai'y h;itteri(3s on our cen- 
tre, and a strong demon.stratioii of at- 
tack a little further to the right, hut a 
well-directed fire of artillery soon si- 
lenced hi.s batteries, wliile the guns of 
"Walker and Sheridan put an end to his 
effort there, 

“ About three oclock p.m., while the 
Commanding- General was examining the 
position of Crittenden’s left across the 


river, which was now iieid by V an 
Clevets division, supported by a brigade 
from Palmer’s, a double line of skir- 
mishers was seen to emerge from the 
■woods in a southeasterly direction, ad- 
vancing across the fields, and they were 
soon followed by heavy columns of in- 
fantry — battalion front, with three bat- 
teries of artillery. 

“ Our only battery on that side of the 
liver had been withdrawn from an eligi- 
ble point ; but the most available spot 
was pointed out, and it soon opened fire 
upon the enemy. The line, however, 
advanced steadily to within 100 yards 
of the front of A^an Cleve’s division, 
when a short and fierce contest ensued. 
Van Oleve’s division, giving way, retired 
ill considerable confusion across ’the 
riveiy followecl closely by the enemy. 

“ General Crittenden immediately di- 
rected his chief of artillery to dispose 
the batteries on the hill on the west side 
of the river, so as to open on them, 
while 'two brigades of Vegley’s division, 
from the reserve, and the pioneer bri- 
gade, were ordered up to meet the 
onset.',; 

“ The firing was terrific, and the havoc 
terrible. The enemy retreated more 
rapidly than they had advanced. In 
forty minutes they lost 2,000 men. 

“ G-eneralBavis seeing some stragglers 
from Van Gleve’s division, took one of 
his brigades and crossed at a ford below, 
to attack the enemy on iiis left flank, 
and by General McCook’s order the rest 
of Ills division was permitted to follow ; 
hut when he arrived, two brigades of 
Eegley's division and Hazen’s brigade 
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of ’Paliuer’w division had piirsuod the 
dying ctH'iny well across the held, cap- 
turing four })ic(a;s of artillery and a 
stand of colors. 

“It was now after dark, and raining, 
or wo should have pursued the enemy 
into Miirfreeshoro. As it was, Critten- 
den's corps passed over, and, with Da- 
vis. occu])ied the crests, which were in- 
l]*enched in a few liours. 

‘‘ De( 3 ining it possil)]e that the enemy 
might again attack the J'ighb and centre 
thus weakened, I thought it advisable to 
make a, de.nion strati on on our right, by 
a heavy division of camp (ires, a.nd by 
laying out a line of battle with torches, 
which answered tlic purpose. 

"On Saturday, January 3, it rained 
heavily from three o’clock in the moni- 
ing ; the plowed ground over which our 
left would he obliged to advance was 
impassable for artillery ; the ammuni- 
tion train did not arrive until ten o’clock, 
it was therefore deemed imadvisable to 
advance, but batteries were put in posi- 
tion on the left by wMcli the ground 
could be swept, and even Murfreesboro 
reached by the Parroit. guns. 

" A heavy and constant picket firing 
had been ke})t u]) on our right and cen- 
tre, and extending to our lelt, which at 
last became so annoying, that in the af- 
ternoon I directed the corps command- 
ers to clear tbeh’ fronts. 

" Octeupying the woods to the left ol 
Murfreesboro pike with sharp-shooters, 
the enemy had annoyed Rousseau all 
day, and (Icneral Thomas and himself 
requested permission to dislodge them 
and tbeir supports which covered a ford. 


Tliis was granted, and a sharp iii-e from 
four balleries was 0 ] 3 en(al hu* ten oi" iif- 
tceii niiiiutes, when Oousscau soul nvo 
of his regiments, which, with r^pia-r's 
Tennesseeans and the Eigbiy-iift]! 11- 
liiiois Volunteers, that had come oui, 
with the wagon-triiin, charged ujam li;e 
enemy, and, a, her a sluirp coiilesr, 
cleared the wo(jds and drove the tmemy 
froni his irenelies, capturing frcrai sevt'-i- 
iy to eighty pidsoners. 

" Sunday morning, tlie 4th of Jrin- 
nnrv, it was not deemed afh'isahle lo 
commence offensive inoveraeins, and 
news soon reached us that the enoiti}* 
liad fied from Murfreesboro." 

The enemy, after meeting with a re- 
pulse on each of the two bays succeed- 
ing their partial success on the 31st ol 
December, retreated on the 3d of Jan- 
uary (18G3.) Their retreat, however, 
was not discovered by General lloso- 
crans until the following morning, when 
he advanced his centre with the view 
of a pursuit. This was not long per- 
sisted in, and the enemy succeeded in 
reaching Tullahoma, Chattanooga, and 
dVinclicster, boasting that tiiey nad re- 
tired to a niucli stronger position, with- 
out molestation, from a supoilor fmee. 
The enemy claimed to have h:id great- 
ly the advantage. General Bragg de- 
clared exullingly to his soldiers : "In a. 
campaign of less than one month, in the 
face of winter, your achieveincids have 
been imparallelcd. Voii have eaptuicd 
more than 10,000 prisoners, taken and 
preserved thirty pieces of artillery and 
7,000 small-arms, in addition to many 
thousands destroyed. You have, bo- 
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men m all, they liad iniiicted a loss oi men in tiieir adventurous and import- 
three times that number uj)on their an- ant enterprise, was greatly applauded, 
tag'onists.* “The daring operations and brilliant 

A siiecessrul expedition into East achievements of Cxeii. Carter and his com- 
Teunessoe was supposed to have fa- maud,’’ said Gen. Halleck, “ are without 
cilitated Rosecrans in repulsing the a parallel in the history of the war, and 
enemy, by depriving them of a. ready deserve the thanks of the country.” 
moans of communication with Virginia, The recapture, by a Union force, of 
and thus preveiiting lliem from obtain- Clarksville, in West Tennessee, on the 
iiig tiinoiy reinforcements from that Memphis and Louisville Ptailroad, a few 
ipiarter, Maj .-General G. Granger dis- days suhsequently, was another success 
patched a force of about 1,000 cav- which also contributed toward facilita- 
“h airy, under the command of Gen- ting the operations of Rosecrans. 
eral II. Carter, a loytil Tennesseean, to The enemy, however, still persisted in 
East Tennessee, to interrupt the railroad their bold raids in the rear and on the 
conmmnicaiions with Virginia. This Hanks of the Union , army. As the 
energetic officer succeeded in entii’cly Cumberland had filled -with the rains, 
“'7 77, TU. ■ 1 • ' become navigable, Forrest, Wheeler, 

Ouiiem lldswraas slalea ju hw report : , ^ ’ 

“Wt; laovetl on tlie enemy with the followinfj forces : Morgan, and Otliei’ daiillg CEValry clliefs, 

Inlantry, 11,421 ; urtilli-ry, -,32., ■, cavalry, 2,-90 ; tfhal, llOVOl’ed {lllOllt lllG haiilss of tllG liver 
40.940. We fought the battle with the following forces : , , , . , 

liillmtry, 07,077; artillery, 2,223; caA'alry, 3,200 ; total, With tiicil’ tlOOpS of llOrSOmen and hat- 

43.400. We io.^t in killed : oMceis, 92 ; enlisted i-ucu, terios of light artillery, aiul watcliiiig 

1,441 ; total, l.o33. We hist in wounded ; Officers, 384 ; .i • * . .. i t i i 

enlisted men, 6,801; total 7,215. Total, killed and fhcll OppOl tUUlt\ , attacked tile hoal.S OIL 

woiijickd, 8,778--being 20.03 per cent, uf the eJdiro force their pasSUgO ivitll SlljipUes to Eashvillc. 
‘He of Rosocrans in prisoners wa.*} esUmated at less ^ oftcil ropulsed by the gUll-llOuts, 

tium 2,809/ ^ these marauders were not seldom sue- 





lifilii! 
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ccssful, and ii,Tcatl;y ob^iti'ucted Ui.e IJiiion 
conmiuiiicatiorh'-^ 1)y river u,s well aw 
by tlio ra,ilroii(ls. 

Am atliujk on .Port Donelson, on tlie 
Fdh 3. Ouniborlaiid Ilivcr, in Tonncssee, 
1S63® by a. liira:o ibrce of ilie eneinyb 
cavalry, consisling of 4,()()0 ]uen and 
cigiit pieces of artiller}’', under Wlieclcr, 


FoiTost, AV barton, and AYoodward, was 
repulsed ],>y Ibe sinali Ijjiion grirrison 
oi. SOO, iiufler Uoioiiel Harrlin'/, and a 
licet ol guii-boats corninanded by .Lieu- 
tenant i'itcb. Tbe enemy lest in killed, 
“over 100, and in prisoners 000. The 
loss ol tbe Unionists was only ■‘ twelve 
killed and tbirt}^ wounded.’'"'' 


CHAP TEE XLH, 

aiio A(Iviiiihi(«;c ol' 'IVxiW (o Uxi Humny,— (Jalvoslon iaken rt)sst.-ssiuu of ty tiio IJuiou Fkiot.—Oaiiture of Safinr' Rish. 
— Auxioty about holding’ Ualvewton.— Ouiioral Mat^nidcr in Texas. — SuuectiHl’ul Attack upon the Federal rii‘ct off 
Galveston.- -Capture of the Jiarvie.t Lum!.— Tlie Illoekade of Galverttou declared liaised.— d’ho lllockiide TLoam.Hi,— 
l{(.'eapttUT by tlui Gneiuy of SaMiK) l‘ass. — Attack of the Eueiny’s Hams upon the IJuiou Fleet bluckaduig rimries- 
tttu. — Exagt^eratious of the Enemy.— '.Piuj Blockade of Charleston declared to ho liaised. — The truth told. 


XoTWiTiiSTAisunNc; tbe strong attacb- 

ment to tbe Union wbicb was sup- 

181)2. 1 , • V 1 

postnl to exist among a lai'ge por- 
tion of tb,e peojde of Texas, prinoipaily 
timongtliose of (.Tcrniau origin, that State 
since its secession bad contributed freely 
of its resources to sustain tbe rebellion. 
Its bold riders bad largely recruited tlie 
cavalry forces of tbe oiieiny, and exhib- 
ited tbeir c.lmracteristic dash and vtilor 
upon ninnorous battie-iields, from blew 
Mexico to Virginia. Its extensive pas- 
tures supplied numerous herds of cattle 
for tbe 'subsistence of ilio Confederate 
armies ; its borders, contiguous to neu- 
tral Mexico, facilitated the exchange of 
cotton with foreign traders for munitions 
Twar and oilier supplies, and .its harbors 
on ilie Gulf oJfei'cd such conveniences for 
coniine rcc as lo defy the obstructions of 
the most rigid blockade. 





To check this advantageoiLs lorcign 
tra<le of Texas, and to ostalilisb a basis 
for fiiiiirG military Oj.iei*ation,s, tbe Uniua 
licet, under Commander Jlonsbaw, took 
jjosscssion of (ralvestoii. Tliis was 
accomjiJisbed with but; little diifi- I* 
culty. Having iiotiliod tlie inha1)itant,s 
of bis intention, and given tliem four 
clays to remove, Coniinamler dlenshaw, 
notwitbslanding a brisk lire, ran tlie 
Harriet Lane past Fort Point, and laid 
her to off the central wharf of (lalves- 
ton. The enemy now destroyed and 
deserted tbe fort, and concentrated at 
Yirairiia Point. In the mean time, tbe 
rest of the Union fleet, consisting of 
four vessels, sailed in and took tbeir 
position opposite the city. A conference 
with tlie municipal aiitliorlties followed, 
arrangements in regard lo the police 

^ iloseortins' dispatch, Fehriiary 6 . 
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rl oil. Uy llic (.Jont’cderiite 


tlie town were ugroLMl to, tiud Coiiv j sively carri 
liiaiiiUa- Hoiisliaw iK.iistod the Lnion flag ; States. ^ 
<'>ri il'ie eiistoni-liou.-^e and took formal ; 
po.<.;es:sioii. The fleet now anchored in 
tlio las}', ami held guard over tlie cap’ 
tnred city. 

The 05! pt lire of Sahine ra-ss was mad( 
with hardly more troui.>le. The XJiiitei 
A«f Siate.s .4.e/auier Kensington, Acting 


months, he tvas not wntiiout iiupiu.nuue 
lest tlic enemy, w'ho remained in consid- 
erable numbers outside, of tbo criy, 
should make a successiul attack, fiie 
event anticipated by (.kmimandcr Ixen- 
G-eiieral iMagruder, wdio nad 

a to the 
in Texas, organ™ 
le by wbicb be jaa* Ij 
Q-alves- 

the event 
.g official report 
titiited,::by. Ad-: 


^essel, assailed sliaw came 

lass, and driv- ; been transferred from Yirgmi 
captured two * command of the enemy 
iked and de- ; ized an enterprL 

and anchored | succeeded in recap lUiiug 

with a ton. An authciilic account o 
' is given in the followin 

of a court of inquiry insi 

mirai Farragut :: 

“The naval force in possession con- 
sisted of the Westfield, Clifton, Haiiiet 
Lane, Owasco, Uachein, and Gorypheus. 
The two latter had joined only two days 

g come up 


^ Fifty men 
kuid<'^d, and rnarcli- 

lUgJ.U tH MV ll.C.'--*. 

iig five miles iriio the country, came upon 
,ome- of. the enemy's cavalry and dis- 
persed them. A few days subsequently 
IJciober 5ih), Crocker moved up the 
riv'^er with Uventy-Ovo men, in a steamer 
of li'diL draught winch lie liad captured 

„,„l' ariaea.' a.i.1 the force , prerioiis to tne auacK, uuviu 

,,-kich pnicrdcl it. destroyed Taylor’s ; from below, the bacl.em (ste 

Bayou River llridge. Several small ves- 1 broken-down conchtion and 
Bols were captured, and extensive bar- plious as her escort, ibe b 
raefo and store-houses, with supplies, troops on shore cousistot 
were burned, and the place, like Oalves- rank and hie, commandea 

ton, guarded by a naval force. Barrel, ol the Forty-second 

The capture of Sabine Pass was a setts Volunteers, occupying 
serious blow to the enemy, as it was of j of the commanding nava 
great utility to them in ' exporting cot- i wharf in the town. ^ 
ton and importing munitions of war, “ It seems that the night 
and other supplies. The Sabine River, the attack, Information had been receiv- 
■ which the pass commands, is the bound- ed by thd comm andmg officers of botl 
' rv-Ptr Ktv+Ttrppn -T.mdsiana and Texas, land and naval forces _ that such aii^ 




THE mmiY EETAEE GALVES'rt.>X 


two or t]ir(3e rebel steamers were dis- water, near to the scene of abtioii. The 
covered in tlio 1m V above by the CiifLon. 1 Bavoii City inriied, ami ran into the 
TliC estfielrl, from tise other cliaiiiicl, | Harriet Laue, ami <ia’ remaiised >..;eured 
likewise made tlio sann; discovery. The ! to her by cateliin^r nmh-r ]i\*r ynard, 
naval forces, llierefore, were ]iot taken ! pouring in hicesvaut vttlleys of musketry, 
by surprise. as did also llic oilier stosuncr, w]ii<‘li was 

“"^'erysoon aflcr, oui' Iroops on shore rotnnicd by the Harriet l.ane willi mu,'-- 
learncd, tlirough their pickets, lliat the keiry. This drove Hie Ilarnet ha;;eV: 
artilleiy of tlie enemy wa.s in possession <’ tnon from Jier giUiS. aial probably wouml- 
of the niarkct-plaiae, about one tpiarier ed Conrmaitdf.T "Whdinvriglit and Liou- 
of a mile distant. lenantH S>minander .Leo, the laTtcr niou- 

“ The attack commenced oii sliorc tnlhn ><he wn« tlieii (airried by bo;irding 
about ihreo a.vi.. by the (uieuiiy uiam ; by ila*. ilaNuai City. Imr ComniaiMler sum- 
oar troops, whicli were defended ]>y the I monod to surremler, wiiicli ho refused, 
Saclicrn and Coryphous with great cn- ' galiuntly defending himself with Ills re- 
orgy ; our trooiis only replying with ! volver until killed, 
musketi'v, having no artillery. About; ‘‘But five of the Harriet Lane’s men 
dawn the Harriet Lane was attacked, or j were killed and live wounded — 110, ex- 
ratlicr attacked two rebel steamers, one 1 elusive of oiOcers and wounded, Wi-m 
of which, tlie Bayou City, was armed | lauded on shove, prisoners. Her cfaii- 
with a sixty-eight-pounder ritle. gun, had Aiiandiu* and tirsl lieuioiiani were bui*- 
200 troops, and was barricaded with ied on tlu3 foilnwing day on sliore, in 
cotton bales some twenty feet from tlie the cemeh'uy, wiih tin*, honors of war, 
water line. The other, tlie Xeptune. | and her otht-r ollicers paroiled, Tlie 
was similarly barricaded, and was armed j Owasuo, wdiiuJi lunl been andiored bcloNv 
with two small brass pieces ami 100 the towii, coaling the liight before, got 
men (both were common river steamers), underway, iiiowefi up ai flic* coiiniience- 
Tlie Harriet Lane was under w'ay in ment of the attack, and eiigaged the 
time and went up to the aback firing enemy’s aiuilleiy on .slioro. Wlion it 
her how gun, which was answej'cd by | was light enough foi* her to oliservo tliat 
the rebels, but tlioir sixty-eiglit-pounder | there were two rebel steamei's alongside 
burst at the tliird lire. the Harriet Lane, she, moved up to her 

“The Harriet Lane ran into the ass'iRtanc,e, grounding several times in so 
Bayou City, carrying away her wheel- doing, owing to the nun‘owiie.ss of the 
guard, which did her little or no dam- chanuei. She could only occasionally 
age. The other rebel steamer then ran bring her eleverninch gun to boar. Hhc 
into the Harriet Lane, hut was so dis- was soon driven back “by the hieessaiit 
ahled by the collision that she was soon fire of the eiieiny's musketry, and when 
afterward obliged to back in tlm flats, the howitzers of the Harriet Lane 
whore she sank in about eight feet of opened on her, she concluded she had 





Iiifl backed down below the Clifton, informing her cnmniaucin- 
Ooiwpheus, continuing of the capture of the Harriet Liwe 
fc with the enemy on ! the death of her commander and liret 
all her rifle-gun crew | lieutenant, and the killing and nouni.- 
above. and lost in all 1 ing of two-thirds of her crew, all ol 
ind fifteen wounded. ' which was eorrohoraied hy the acting 
lieltH’G tliG action corn- master. 

..oimd into IJolirar clian- “ Major Smith, their commander now 
isistanec to the AVosificld I proposed that our vessels should a,ll sui- 
Jt under way when the render, and that one should be allowed, 
■ere lir, St discovered, soon with the crews of all, to leave the har- 
mrd and fast ashore, at hor ; otherwise they would proceed 
then made a signal for j down with the Harriet Lane mncl al 

bile the Clifton was in ! their steamers (three more ot which had 

mi, m this assistance, the appeared in sight after dayliglit, but 
cDomy’s "im« wore first ^vero neither niined nor barincadedX^^ 

Q. G(5minanderllerisliaw! proceed to capture the gun-boats m 
Ideiitenant-Commander ; liiie. _ 

him- and return to tlic i “ Lieutenant- Commander Law u’e- 

j plied that he was not the commanding 

had now gone down, and ; officer, and ho could not imagine that 
te dark yet the Clifton I such terms could he accepted ; hut that 
oultv -ot avoiiud into the i he would talce the acting master of t he 
opening Ihe batteries Harriet Lane, and proceed over to the 
,l which” the rebels now Westflcld, and lender his proposal tc 
of, shalling them out and Commander Kensliaw. This he did, anc 
p do beach as she neared went in Ills own boat. ?lags of truce 
.1,0 anchored and eon- were at this time flying on our vessels 













BLOCKADE STJSPEXDED, 


(Commander Law to return snid get all session of the eiiewiy i n 

the vessels out of port as soon as possi- Lane and two e*-ul 

hie, and as he found he coul-1 not get and Elias Pike. ihe^*>niy :njuj>^ 

the Westfield afloat, he shoufl Iflow her tained hj the ilarrici Lane u 

up and £CO on board the ariny bunsports have been from an eleveumieh s s-i 

Baxou and M. A. Boardman, wliich undeiAieimvvnnter, fired ly 

wore lying near him, witli Ills olHeers and the damage to hoi f.^mi 

and crew. i collision. ^ ^ ^ 

“ Upon Lioutenaut-CVnamander haw s (General jdagi.-aiu, . 

return to his vessel, he prcuiceded to of the foeh as HomUtfo J'} ^ * ‘j' ' 

carry out these directions. The Hags of official statements, llrat tne 
truce were hauled down, the enemy of-war “ had all left i p 

firhm' upon the vessels a.s wo tbeu left] ciaimed, in the following noeumeu . ^ 
thcLdior. opening of the port of Ualvcs.on o> 

“ Wh(m the Clifton was half wmy to- • trade : , ,.,.o 

ward the bar, lier cornnuindor was in- ^ ^ r Oor'd 

foriiiod, by a beat from ilie ^\csUicW, 'Vlie - a 

tliat in the exidoMon of tliat vessel, , cccdodm o.iji 'p/',, ‘g ' 

which tliey observed some half hour be- part ot g ,.,.,4: 

fore, Oomiuaiider Eeiishaw, Licaitenant ‘ iieiyhborii.g 

Ziuimerraaii, Kngiuoer (ireen, and some i ves ) . ^ ■ v Paviuo' b.-eii 

ten or Hfteon of the crew had penshed | ' 'g^,, 

—the explosion being preiinituvc. Lieu- ^ iu» o y | ^ 

louant-Commauder Law now ‘‘h; „.,„Ie to nil 

— - "r vstrr ' is 

.„k,n thl blockade* alto- invited to resin, Kiyieu’ iisual co.nniei- 

\cf ilie (Jwasen as his cial intcrcouiM. will i u p- t • 

^ , 1' ] V,. “Bono at Caiveston. thi> tlic 4lli da\ 

vessel, and regarding her Doneaiu.m- 

m attack from the of January, IbP-t 

out for ^lAmumEP 

■ ‘‘ Major-tloneral Commanding.- 

Though the Federal licet hastened to 
the blockade of Galveston, and 
i.<sucd, on the dOth oi 
lamatiou, declaring “the 
hxas to be under a.ii 
‘ ’ e, ’• and warning all vessels 

from trading under penalty ol capture, 
there can be no doubt that the Idockade 


his vessel over 
eluded to abar 
gethcr, considerin 
only efficient 
as not equal to resist 
Harriot Lane, should she come 
that purpose. 

“ By eight r.M. they had all left the 

blockade although the commander of ■ ^snme 

Se chtmi had been notified by an offi- Ae Commodin. 
cer on board the M. A. Boardman that January, a pi ■ 

aLther transport would be down witliiu whole coast ot U 

.t and reauested that he actual blockade 
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THE IVAR wrm THE SOUTH. 


tyiiiporarih’ .siisp ended, and that | tirely nuable to escape, and two of the 


i ; 
f 1 


neutrals, if disposed, could tlins have 
availed themseh'es of the opportunity 
of commerce without risk of condemna- 
tion. 

The success of tixe enemy at Galves- 
ton en«'Oura<i’ed lliem to make a similar 


rebel steamers, coming to close cpiarters, 
soon had her at their mercy. Becalmed, 
and mth a boat on each side, she wms 
utterly unable to defend herself with her 
single howitzer, and her twenty-five 
men wmre potverles.s against the hini- 



Jan. nltempt at Bahine Pas,s, which is 
thus described by a correspondent : 

‘‘ Four \'cs.«e]s were fitted out, protect- 
ed by eolton bale.^, after the manner of 
tiie which Vvojre employed in the 

captui’e of tlie Harriet Lane. The largest 
of the reljei fleet, a steamer, carried two 
eighteen-pounders, another a long thir- 
ty-two-pounder, and the others one gun 
each. 

‘‘On our side, the Horning Light car- 
ried a formidable liattcry of nine guns 
— one of them a llnrty-poun'd pivot 
rifled gun, and the other eight thirty- 
two pounders. The Tehjcity carried 
one small howitzer. The four ro1)el ves- 
sels had hi all GOO men, and on our .side 
the IHorning Light had 100 and the Te- 
locity twenty-five men. The former was 
commanded hy Captain Dillingham, and 
the latter by Lieutenant Hammond. 

“ On the morning of the 2Lst there 
was almost a complete calm, and this 
was the favorable time for the rebels to 


dreds of rebel soldiers that soon swuirm- 
ed her decks, and she surrendered. 

“ Meantime the Morning Light got 
under weigh, and put to sea. Two 
of the rebel steamers, however, gave 
chase — one of them with two eighteen- 
poniiders, and the other with a thirty- 
two-poimder, and both vessels carrying 
300 men, 

“ The Morning Light did her utmost 
to escape ; but the vessels were too fast 
for her, and they both fired at her as slie 
; retreated. At last they overtook her 
I about fifteen miles out at sea, and liere 
I it nus that tlie ])rincipai engagement 
took place. The Morning Light, finding 
it impossible to escape, rounded to and 
dclivorod her fire ; but the reliols were 
soon alongside, and hut a few minutes 
elapsed before the Union vessel was in 
thch’ power. On the klorning Light one 
man was killed and eiglit were woiinded. 

“ On the very day of these ocenrron-* 
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FLEET AT C:]IAHLE>']'*:>X Al'T-\r]vr:D. ^ ^ 

Light, aiid came up to her close astern. , the \ eioeiiy ^ iae 

Captain Childs hailed her, and told them ; ther.^ ut>s hu Impo or ^usih^ 

to scud a boat alongside. I ir^l^ ^^4 

“ ‘ '\Tc have none,’ was the rei>iy. ; tici r.re to auo '.e>.-ei 
know belter,’ shouiedi Ca]itaiu ;\oerm e.-ie ce)«ov i;ie 

Childs ; ‘ for I see one now hanging at ; expiuc-.A. ^ ^ ^ 

^ 1 -4. ) Tiit‘ tilheer in coinniamt ui ihe en- 

the stern davits. , -* */ - ^ ... m-..., tng.ur 

‘‘ ‘ Yes,’ was the answer, ‘but we have j eni\ s UAp-onio-i- i.> ^ ^ ^ 

/ ' (Fear bl. W'alkius. lauisioo in his otheiui 

no crew. ; ' ' , . . , , ..,..1..,-.-! v./ivicen 

“ ‘ Whore is Captain Lilhiighain ?’ '; dhvniwL Tmc rw ‘ 

asked Captain Childs. i kb-'-b abmnMdFo.mn ‘ .,j 

'■ ‘A.l.o.e a..d a prisoner/ p,e | aruJO. 

reply, ‘ and the Mornmg Light is a Coii- , g* ~ - . , _ r j..,Y,3 

t ■■ .. Y , 1 success at (jaiveston, bai.i . 

iederate prize. con targe ananiity 

“The Tennessee immediately made cane-^ j’ ^ ^ 

off, and the rebel boats did the same. ^ 

the former heading for C-alveston, ana i ^ iiw e.n.i.u ... at 

tlm latter for the liarbor. Their inter- . the C;^': . p, 

view seems to have been (piite ^annea- ; na'v al !htv-<^ 

blc. The Teimessee asked (..ntain cw^ 

questions, and the Mormng Lig n an- ^ ip,. ^nver <d: a 

swered them civilly and. truly, am in. ^ p.Y.-Y.'two irou-elad rams. tbe« Pal- 

two parted company witbout hrnig a ; <Pptain Kmledga, wiili the 

gun on either side. The armamuii o. , ii *> 1 ' lii--' cvnr- litiiCu. (P.mmo- 

the Tennessee consists of one twenty- ; En- (Wi- 

pounder rilled gun, two tw^mU nn {Ct|,iuiu Tueker. imeuinpaniml by 

pounder howitzers, and one ^4; sreamers. sait‘.-l out of 

pounder howitzei. L ’b-ode'^'^em hr tiie main Clip rhunnCi., 

“ Tho Tenucsee P”‘ g j ,„„;i ,.iur.k upon ll.r blurk- 

where she arrived ou the --..d, ..u . , aaiuaged two re.s- 

ported the facts to Coiniuocoic ,t , ^.-is "fori'ing one to surrender, though 

the Brooklyn. e^^caped. and dis-aUiug the 

“ jr„ steps were taken unal Uc . 

morning, when the p,,., Hoyal to retit, 

patched two gun-hoats t Meveedila, a light steamer, foi- 

the disaster— the Cayuga and U * ^as tlie linst 

London. . , ..ttAeed. Her (.ommaiider, SlcUwagon, 

“These vessels came up wi pj., official report, January SI , l«li3, 

“•At, r.A.;.A.pi.i 1 .0 ih. .< -v . 
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THE WAR WITH THE SOHTIT. 


At liair-past fcnir tliis iiionimg, two j liail was ‘Hallo!' I ho other rejhios 

“ ’ were iridisthiot, either hj' inlontion or 

from ha viiig spoken insicle of his mail 
armor, until in the act of striking its 

‘ This is the 


iron-clad rams from Charleston, in the 
oliScuritY of a thick luize, and the moon 
having just set, succeeded in passing the 
har near the ship channel, iinperceivcd ' with his prow, ^vhon lie said 


hv the B<(uadroii, and made an attack i Confederates States steam rami 

. . V . h , , -TP. .Ill . 1 ^ 


upon it, tills ship heiiig the hrsi cncoun 
tcred. 

“Farticnlar vigilance was exhibited 
by the omcers and crew, in the expect- 
ation of a vessel to run the blockade. 
At three o'clock in 1ho morning we 


‘ I repeated the oinler, ‘ Fire ! (ire ! 
fire i but no gnu could be trained on 
him, as lie a.ppruached ns on the quar- 
ter and struck us just abaft oiir after- 
mast with a thirty-two pounder, and 
lired a heavy jifle through us diagonally, 


had slipped our cable and overhauled a | penetrating the starboard side thiongh 
troop steamer running for the channel, j our Kormanhy condenser, the steam 
At four otdock I lay down. Lieuten- ; drum of our port boiler, and exploding 
aiit-Cominandor Abbott was on deck, | against the port side of the shii), blow- 
giviniT an order to‘ Acting Master Dwyer ; ing a hole in its exit some four ot j(i\e 
ahout recovering the anchor, -when they ■ feet square 


saw a smoke and the faint appearance 
of a vessel close at iiand. 


“ The vessel was instantly filled and 
enveloped with steam. Reports ivere 


“ I heard them exclaim, ‘ She has black I brought to me ‘that we were vshot 
smoke,’ ‘Watch, man the guns,’ ‘Spring througii both boilers; that the liros 
the rattle,’ ‘ Cull all hands to quarters.’ were put out by the steam and smoke ; 

“ Mr. Dwyer came to the cabin door, that a gunner and one man were killed : 
telling nic ‘ a steainhoat was close that a numbei' of men were hadiy 
aboard.’ scalded ; that the water was over the 

“ I was then in the act of getting my j liro-rooin floor, and that the vessel was 
peajacket, and slipped it on as I followed i sinking fast.’ 


him out. I jumped to the poop ladder, 
saw the smoke and a low boat, appar- 
ently a tug, although I thought it might 
be a little propeller for the squadron. . 

I sang out, ‘ Train your guns right on 
Mm— he ready to fire as soon as I order.’ 

“I hailed the steamer, ‘ Ahoy I - stand 
; clear of us and heave to. What steam* 
er is that ?’ I then ordered my men to 
phim, find told him, * You will be 
WRat steamer is that?’! 

the first and second 

- 

B 


“ The ram had cut us through at and 
below the water-line on one side, and 
the shell had burst on the other side 
almost at the water’s edge. 

“After. the ram struck, she swung 
around under our starboard counter, 
her prow touching us, and hailed, ‘ Sur- 
i-ender, or I’ll sink you. Do you sur- 
render ?’ 

After receiving the reports, I an- 
swered, ‘ I can make no resistance.- My 
boiler is destroyed.’ ^ - 





























DAMAGE DONE. 


“ The rebel then cried out, ‘ Do you 
surrender V 

“ I said ‘ Yes,’ having found my mov- 
ing power destroyed, and that I could 
bring nothing to bear but muskets 
against his shot-proof coating. 

“ He hailed several times ‘ to send a 
boat/ and threatened to fire again. 
After some delay a boat was lowered, 
and Lieutenant- Ooinmander Abbott ask- 
ed if he should go in her, and asked for 
orders what to say. 

“ I told him to see what they de- 
manded/ and to tell him the condition 
we were in. He proceeded aboard, and, 
according to their demand, gave his 
parole on behalf of himself and all the 
officers and crew. 

“ The ram, having been detained a 
half hour or more, now ran out for the 
steamer Keystone State, which vessel 
and three others we had tried to alarm 
by lights. 

“ We saw a shell explode as it struck 
the ram without injuring her ; saw the 
Keystone State struck several times, and 
saw the steam and smoke blowing from 
her. 

“ The firing then receded to the 
northward and eastward, and was pret- 
ty brisk at the head of the line. I set 
everybody at work taking care of our 
wounded, pumping the ship, stopping 
leaks, examining the engines, etc. 

“ About six A.M. got things in order 
to start a little steam and hove up an- 
chor. The Stettin and Flag seeing our 
condition, I told them they might be 
wanted to the southward to pick up 
men, the fighting now being over.” 

159 


Subsequently to the attack on the 
Mercedita, an assault was made upoii the 
Keystone State, another light steamer, 
also formerly a trading vessel. Com- 
mander Leroy, in reporting the result, 
says : 

“ About five o’clock on this day, Jan- 
uary 31, while at anchor off the main 
entrance of the harbor of Charleston, 
the ship was approached by what was 
supposed to be a steamer ; but, regard- 
ing her appearance as .suspicious, I or- 
dered the cable slipped and fired a gun, 
which was responded to by a shell, when 
I ordered the guns to he fired as they 
could be brought to bear upon the ob- 
ject. On putting my head to the east- 
ward, it was discovered that there was 
one on either queirter, and we made 
them out, from their peculiar construc- 
tion, to be iron-clads, after the model of 
the Merrimac. Owing to a fire in the 
hold, we stood to the northward about 
ten minutes, and shoaling water, kept 
southeast about ten minutes to enable 
US to subdue the fire, and then I turned 
around, and under full steam proposed 
attempting to run down the ram ; but 
about six a.m. a shell from one oi them 
entered on the port side, under the for- 
ward wheel-house guard, passing through 
the port steam chimney, and landing in 
the starboard, depriving us of our mo- 
tive power. Ten rifle shells struck the 
ship, and two burst on the quarter-deck, 
most of them striking the Imll, being 
near and below the water-line. 

Our steam chimneys being destroy- 
ed, our motive power was lost, and our 
situation became critical. There wmre 
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THE TV^AR WITH THE SOUni. 


two feet of v/ater in the ship and leak- 
ins badl.T. trie water rising rapidly, and 
the ilre-liold on fire. Others of the 
r^r.uadron coining along, the ram that 
had injured iis so much altered her 
courso/'aiid before our wheels entmely | 
stopped we were enabled to get a haw- 
ser from the Memphis, and were taken 
in tow. 

“ I regret to report our casualties 
very large : some twenty were killed 
and twenty wounded ” 

Three other vessels were struck by 
shots from the enemy's gun-boats ; the 


Augusta and Quaker City in their bulls, 
and the Memphis in her rigging. 

The enemy, bewildered by excitement 
and tlie fog, magnified the extent of 
tlieir victory. Tliey bpasteeb' that they ] 

had sunk tw'o vessels, set on. fire foui, 

and driven away the rest of the block- 
ading fleet, rresuming upon this ex- 
aggerated success, G-eneral Beauregard 
and Commodore Ingraham united in 
proclaiming by the following document 
the raising of the blockade : 

“ liEAUlilTAKl’EUS LA^m ANT> HaVAL FoBCES, ) 

Chablestox, S. 0., Jartuary 31, IsGS. ^ J 
“ A.t about live o’clock this morning 
th^ Confederate Stales nav al force on 


this station attacked the United States 
blockading fleet off the harbor of the 
city of Charleston, and sunk, dispersed, 
or drove off and out of sight for the 
time the entire hostile fleet. 

Therefore we, the undersigned, 
commanders respectively of the Confed- 
erate States naval and land forces in this 
quarter, do hereby formally declare the 
blockade by the United States of the 
said city of Charleston, S. 0., to be 
raised by a superior force of the Con- 
federate States from and after the 31st 
day of January, A. D. Ib63. 

“ G, T. Beauregard, 

“General-Commanding. 

“ D. K. Ingraham, 

“ Flag-Officer commanding Naval Forces 
ill South Carolina. 

“ Official :— Thomas JooBDAN, Chief of 

Staff.” 

This document -was succeeded by an- 
other, in the form of a circular, ad- 
dressed by the Confederate Government 
to the foreign consuls. It ivas as fol- 
lows : 


The foliowing dispatch. oE Commodore lograham 

shows him to have been more modest in the estimate of 

Mb victory 1 „ 

“ Os Boako the Ghs-boat PAmiBiTO State. 

‘ ‘ I went out hist night. Tliis vessel struck the Mexce- 
dita, when she sent a boat on board and suyento^. 
The officers and crew were paiolled. Captain fucker 
t-hinka he sunk one vessel and set another on pe, . when 
she struck her flag. The blocktuling fleet had gone to 

southward and eastward out of sight* 

<‘n, N. ISGnAHAM, 

Commanding.^, 

'The;stth3equent official reports of the enemy confirmed 
the lAtownta of the Union officers. 


“ Bepabtolext OB State, RicnaioxD, 
/a;^. 31,1803. ^ 

“ Sir : I Rui instructed by the 1 les- 
ident of tbe Ooufedonite States of 
America to inform you tbaltliis govern- 
ment has received an official dispatch 
from Flag-Officer Ingraham, command- 
ing tbe naval forces of tbe Confederacy 
on the coast of South Carolina, stating 
that tbe blockade of the harbor of 
Charleston has been broken by tlie com- 
iflete dispersion and disappearance of 
tbe blockading scpiadron, in consequence 
of a successful attack made on it by the 



THE FLORIDA AND ALABAMA, 


iron-clad steamers commanded by Flag- 
Officer Ingraliam. During this attack 
one or more of the blockading vessels 
were sunk or burned. 

“As you are doubtless aware that, 
by the law of nations, a blockade, when 
thus broken by superior force, ceases to 
exist, and cannot be subsequently en- 
forced unless established de now, with 
adequate forces, and after due notice to 
neutral powers, it has been deemed 
proper to give you the information here- 
in contained, for the guidance of such 
vessels of your nation as may choose to 
carry on cornmei'ce with the now open 
port of Charleston. Respectfully, your 
obedient servant, 

“J. P. Benjamin, 

“ Secretaiy of State.” 


Great Britain, many of its capitalists 
were so sympathetic with the cause of 
the insurgents, and so eager to benefit 
it, that, succeeding in eluding the vigil- 
ance of their government, they supplied 
the Confederates with what they so much 
needed. It was thus that the steamers 
formerly known as the “Oreto'' and 
“ 290 ,” but since more famous as the 
Florida and Alabama, were obtained in 


The Confederate Government, finding 
that its attempts to harass the 
commerce of the United States by 
privateering were of little avail, in con- 
sequence of the scarcity of sea-going 
vessels, and from the insignificance of 
the commercial marine of the Southern 
Slates, made groat efforts to supply the 
deficiency in foreign countries- FTot- 
withstancling the professed neutrality of 
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this station attacked tlie United States 
blockading fleet off the harbor of the 
city of Charleston, and sunk, dispersed, 
or di’ove off and out of sight for the 
time the entire hostile fleet. 

“ Therefore we, the undersigned, 
commanders respective!}?' of the Oonfed-* 
erate States naval and land forces in this 
quarter, do hereby formally declare the 
blockade by the United States of the 
said city of Charleston, S. C., to be 
raised by a superior force of the Con- 
federate States from and after the 31st 
day of January, A, D. 1863. 

“ Gr. T. Beaue'egard, 

“General-Commanding. 

“ D, ¥. Ingraham, 

“ Flag-Officer commanding Naval Forces 
in South Carolina. 

“ Official ’.-—Thomas Jourdan, Chief of 
Staffi'’ 

This document was succeeded by an- 
other, in the form of a circular, ad- 
dressed by the Confederate Government 
to the foreign consuls. It was as fol- 
lows : 

“ Djspahtjijeot op State, Richmond, ) 
Ja7i. 31, 1863. r 

“ Sir : I am instructed by the Pres- 
ident of the Confederate States of 
America to inform you that this govern- 
ment has received an official dispatch 
from Flag-Oflicer Ingraham, command- 
ing the naval forces of the Confederacy 
on the coast of South Carolina, stating 
that the blockade of the harbor of 
Charleston has been broken by the com- 
plete dispersion and disappearance of 
the blockading squadron, in consequence 
of a successful attack made on it by the 


two feet of -water in the ship and leak- 
ing badly, the water rising rapidly, and 
the fire-hold on fire. Others of the 
squadron coining along, the ram that 
had injured us so much altered her 
cour.se, and before our wheels entirely 
stopped we were enabled to get a haw- 
ser from tlie Memphis, and were taken 
in tow. 

I regret to report our casualties 
very large ; some twenty were killed 
and twenty wounded.'^ 

Three other vessels were struck by 
shots from the enemy's gun-boats ; the 
Augusta and Quaker City in their hulls, 
and the Memphis in her rigging. 

The enemy, be'wildered by excitement 
and the fog, magnified the extent of 
their victory. They boasteefl^ that they 
had sunk two vessels, set on fire four, 
and driven away the rest of the block- 
ading fleet. Presuming upon this ex- 
aggerated success, General Beauregard 
and Commodore Ingraham united in 
proclaiming by the folloAving document 
the raising of the blockade : 

“ Headqvakteks Lajsd and Xaval Forges, ) 
CiiAELESTON, S. C., Jauuary 31, 1863. f 

“ At about five o’clock this morning 
thp Confederate States naval force on 

® The following dispatch, of Commodore Ingraham 
shows him to hare been more modest in the estimate of 
his Tictory ; 

“ On BoAnn the Git,\-boat PAmtErro State. 

I went ont last night. This vessel struck the Mercc' 
dita, when, she sent a boat on board and surrendered. 
The officers and crew were parolled. Captain Tucker 
tffinks he sunk one vessel and sot another on fire, when 
she struck her flag. The blockading fleet had gone to 
southward and eastward out of sight. 

“ D. N. Inoramam, . . 

“ Flag-Officer Commanding.” 

The suViRociHent official reports of the enemy confirmed 
thd ■statements of the Hniou officers. 



THE FLORIDA AND ALABAMA. 


iron-cIa,d steamers commanded by Elag- 
Officer Iiigraliam. During this attack 
one or more of the blockading vessels 
were sunk or burned. 

“ As you are doubtless aware that, 
by the law of nations, a blockade, when 
thus broken by superior force, ceases to 
exist, and cannot be subsequently en- 
forced unless established de novo, with 
adequate forces, and after due notice to 
neutral powers, it has been deemed 
proper to give you the information here- 
in contained for the guidance of such 
vessels of your nation as may choose to 
carry on coinmercn with the now open 
port of €haiieston. Respectfully, your 
obedient servant, 

“J. R. Benjamin, 

“ Secretary of Stated 


Although the injured vessels, the Mer- 
cedita and the Keystone State, as well 
as the Augusta and Memphis, sailed to 
Port Royal, and thus diminished the 
naval force off Charleston, that harbor 
was not left even temporarily without 
some hlockaders — -the number of wdiich 
was immediately increased by the re- 
turn of the two latter vessels, and the 
addition of several others, among which 
was the formidable iron-clad frigate 
Ironsides. There seemed thus hut little 
ground for the boast of the Confederates, 
that the blockade off Charleston had 
been temporarily raised, or for the fear 
of the Unionists that foreign nations, 
however eager to avail themselves of 
such a fact, would presume upon its 
being accomplished. 


The Confederate Government, finding j Great Britain, many of its capitalists | 
that its attempt, s to harass the were so sympathetic with the cause of | 
conirnerco of tlie Uiiitcd States by the insurgents, and so eager to benefit 
ivateering were of little avail, in con- it, that, succeeding in eluding the vigil- 
quonce of the scarcity of sea-going ance of their government, they supplied 
ssels, and from the insignificance of the Confederates with what they so much 
e commercial marine of the Southern needed. It was thus that the steamers 
ates, made groa.t efforts to supply the formerly knowm as the Crete and 
fip.ipTio.v fru'pifni p.mmtries. jSFot- “ 290,^^ hut since more famous as the 
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Great Britain, subsequently armed and pool before the attempt was made to 
equipped, and finally let loose to prey arrest her. 

iipon northern commerce. Having thus, by the confessed dikto- 

The “ Oreto” or “ Florida'*’ was con- riiiess of the British Government, and 
structed in England, nominally for the suspected connivance of some of its snb- 
Italian Government, but left a British ordinates, escaped through the meshes 
port in command of a Confederate ofii- of English law, the Alabama sailed for 
cer, Captain Maffitt, formerly a lieutenant the Azores. Here, on her arrival, she 
in the United States navy. Succeeding, was armed and equipped, in defiance of 
in spite of the blockade, in entering the the Portuguese authorities, from a Brit- 
harbor of Mobile, the Oreto remained isli sailing vessel, which had been sent 
there for several months, apparently there expressly to meet her. The fa- 
kept in by the vigilance of the Federal mous Captain Semmes, formerly of the 
armed cruisers. Her audacious com- Sumter, now assumed command and put 
mander, however, having in the mean to sea, to lay waste and destroy. Mak- 
time fully armed and equipped his ves- ing for the usual track of commercial 
Jan, 15 , sei, now sailed out -to sea, in vessels plying between Europe and the 
despite of the whole blockading United States, the Alabama captured 
squadron. Though fired at and chased, and burned in the coiir.sc of a few weeks 
the Florida succeeded hi making her nearlj^ a vscore of merchantmen and whal- 
Gseape and reached Havana in safety, ^rs, of the aggregate value of a million 
whtMice she departed on the 22dof Jan- of dollars. Her next move was to the 
nary, and began a serie.s of destructive neighborhood of the West India Islands, 
raids upon United Slates vessels. where, off the coast of Cuba, on 7, 

The “290'’’’ or “Alabama” was also the 7th of December, she fell in 
built in an English dock-yard;* and with the steamer Ariel, bound from New 
though, during her construction, sworn TTork to Aspinwall. Having captured 
evidence was laid before the British her, Captain Semmes held her for three 
Government in proof Unit the vessel days, when he released her on her cap- 
was destined for the naval service of tain giving a bond for a large amount, 
the American insurgents, the authori- to be paid after the recognition of the 
ties of Great Britain were so dilatory independence of the Confederate States. 

The next manifestation of this formi- 
dable scourge of the seas was as the 
destroyer of- the United States 
steaiher Hatteras, off Galveston. 

“ Upon the afternoon of the 11th in- 
:staTR,; at halkpast three 
anchor,, in company with the fleet under 
Commodore Bell, off Galveston, Texas,” 


« The construction in England, and the sailing from an 
English port, of the Alabama, led to a diplomatic corre- 
spondence between the British and United States gov- 
evs>mcnts. Lord John hussell, the representative of tlie 
fotmier, could only allege, in extenuation of this abuse of 
nerib-ality, the provf'rbial delay of the law, in the course 
of whicjih the Alabama had made her escape. 






THE HATTERAS DESTROYED, 


says Captain Blake, of tlie Hatteras, j 
“I wa,s ordered by signal from the Unit- 
ed States flag-ship Brooklyn to chase a 
sail to the southward and eastward. I 
got under wo.y immediately and steamed 
with all speed in the direction indicated. 
After some time the strange sail could 
be seen from the Hatteras, and wais as- 
certained to be a steamer, which fact I 
commimicated to the flag-ship by signal. 
I continued the chase and rapidly gained 
upon the suspicious vessel. 

“Knowing the low rate of speed of 
the Hatteras, I at once suspected that 
deception was being practised, and hence 


‘We are the Confederate steamer Ala- 
bama,’ which was accompanied with a 
broadside. I at the same moment re- 
turned the fire. 

“ Being well aware of the many vul- 
nerable points of tlie Hatteras, I hoped, 
by closing with the Alabama, to be able 
to board her, and thus rid the keas of 
this piratical craft. I steamed directly 
for the Alabama, hut she was enabled 
hjT- her great speed and the foulness of 
the bottom of the Hatteras, and conse- 
cj^uently her diminished speed, to thwart 
my attempt, when I had gained a dis- 
i tance of hut thirty yards from her. At 
this range, musket and pistol shots were 
exchanged. Tlie firing continued with 


and quite dark ; hut notwithstanding 
the obscurity of the night, I felt assured, 
from the general character of the vessel 
and her manoeuvres, that I should soon 
encounter the rebel steamer Alabama. 

Being able to work lint four guns on the 
side of the Halteras-two short thirty- expioumg in an aujouuug 
two pounders, one tlurty-pounder rifled also producing Are. Another entered 
Parrott gun, and one twenty-pounder the cylindei, filling tie en,,me 
rifled gun-1 concluded to close with and deck with steam, and depriving me 
her, that my gims might be effeotivo if of any power to manoeuvre tim ysse , 
necessary. I came wilhin easy speak- or to work the pumps upon w iit • 
ing range, about seventy-live yards, and reduction of tbe lire depended, y ■ 
upon asking 'What steamer is thatf the vessel on fire m two paces, and 

received the answer, ‘Her Britannic beyond human power a hopeless i v 

Majesty’s ship Vixen.’ I replied tliat I upon the water vvith hoi walkm . 

would send a boat aboard, and immedi- shot away, an . '. .A 

atelv the order. I stfll mmntamed an active fiie, 
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water line, tearing off entire slieets of “The b 
iron, that the water was rushing in, brought ini 
utterly defying every attempt to remedy numbered i 
the evil, and that she -was rapidly sink- long thirty 
ing. Learning this melancholy truth, dred poum 
and observing that the Alabama was on and one tw 
my port bow, entirely beyond range of The great 
my grins, doubtless preparing for a with her p( 
raking fire of the decks, I felt I had no ery under 
right to sacrifice uselessly, and without once recogi 
any desirable result, the lives of all are familial 
under my command. To prevent the Hatteras, ^ 
blowing lip of the Hatteras from the contest wii 
fire, which was making miicli progress, war. The 
I ordered the magazine to be flooded, as and the 
and afterward a lee gun to he fired, varied fron 
The Alabama then asked if assistance yards. 
was deshed, to which an affirmative from the 
answer was given. greater nui 

“The Hatteras was now going down, “I desff 
and in order to save the lives of my active man 
officers and men, I caused the armament Henry Poi 
on the port side to be thrown over- formed his 
board. Had I not done so, I am confi- sistant Sur 
dent that the vessel would have gone both durin, 
down with many brave hearts and valu- in attending 
able lives. After considerable delay, my unquali 
caused by the report that a steamer was also bring 
seen coming from Galveston, the Ala- the Depart 
hama sent us assistance, and I have the T. J, iVIcGr 
pleasure of informing the Department duty as gui 
that every living being was conveyed “ Owing 
safely from the Hatteras to the Ala- and the p 
bania. Ten minutes after leaving the Hatteras, I 









ATTACK OK FORT McALISTER, 


conduct of those officers who came under 
my special attention ; but from the char- 
acter of the contest and the amount of 
damage done to the Alabama, I have 
personally no reason to believe that any 
officer failed in his duty. To the men 
of the Hatteras I cannot give too much 
praise. Their enthusiasm and bravery 
were of the highest order. 

Two were killed and five wounded on 
board the Hatteras. Her boat, in charge 
of the sailing master, with five seamen, 
succeeded in r* 
fieet off Galveston 


two pivot guns, two eleven -inch guns, 
and two thirty- two po Linders rifled. 

The Kashville, another Confederate 
steam vessel of war, v/liose adveiitiiroiis 
voyage to Europe and back has been 
already narrated, finally took refoge, 
while, chased by a Federal cruiser, in 
the Ogeechee River, which empties into 
Ossabaw Sound, on the coast of Geor- 
gia. Here she Iiacl been already block- 
aded for many months, when an attempt 
was made by the Hnioiiists to capture 
or destroy her. In order to reach the 
Kashvilie, it was ncc.eshary first t(; over- 
come a strong work cailud Port HcAIis- 
ter, built on the hanks of the Ogeocliee, 
and clear away niimercais afUllL-iu] ol)- 
stnictions in the river. -In a,ttack on 
the fort having hcen dctermiiied iijan;, 
the duty was assigned ia the irou-elad 
Montauk, built on lh(3 motlei of lim. 
Monitor, and commaritled by Ihj/iain 
Worden, who Jiud so gallant j;v fuiight 
the latter vessel in ihe famous battle 
with the Merrituac. 

The Montauk, at lirea.k uf day on 
the 27th of January, mo'ved up die j-jn, 
liver Ogeeciiee, ibliowecl by tfie 
gun-boats Seneca, II issuhickon, and 
Dawn, and the nantar schcjoner 0. P. 
Williams. The Montauk having ad- 
vanced to within range of Fort McAlis- 
ter, anchored about two tliuusand yards 
from the hatter j ihe (hlier vessels kept- 
three or four I'limdred yards bidow. 
The Seneca opened the eugugemeat, 
with a shell from a Parrott rilled gun, 
which was succeeded by a general fire 
from the Montauk and the rest of tlj<3 
squadron. The enemy responded, uim- 


■e aching the blockading 
On a search being 
made for the lost steamer, ail that 
was found of her were her masts 
sticking out of the water where she had 
sunk in nine fathoms, and some of her 
boats adrift, containing arms and bloody 
clothes. The Alabama had jione killed, 
and only two men wounded. She was, 
however, considerabl}^ damaged. 

The Hatteras was a small side-wheel 
steamer, formerly in the merchant ser- 
vice, and was armed with tlirce simdl 
rifled cannon and four short iiiirty- 
twos. Her a,ntagonist had greatly the 
advantage in size, speed, and armament. 
One hundred and sixty- five of the officers 
and crew of the Hatteras were taken 
prisoners and carried to Jamaica, where 
the Alabama put in to refit. 

Both the Florida and Alabama were 
first-class English screw steamers, of 
great speed and powerful armaments. 
The former was described as being a 
fine propeller of 1,100 tons burden, hav- 
ing a low-shaped hull, and two smoke- 
pipes issuing out of her deck. She. was 
armed with two sixty-four pounders, 
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Iron-clad and the fort. At the close, 
neither was seriously injured. The 
Moiitauk was fairly struck thirteen 
times, chiefly by ten-inch and lifled 
solid shot. : 

On February the 1st, the Moiitauk 
returned to the attack, aided by her 
consorts as before. On this occasion 
the ¥essels approached nearer to the 
fort, and the Moiitauk was so exposed 
that she was struck sixty-one times, but 

without " material daniage.'’ 

The fort, according to the enemy’s 
report, was but sliglitlj injured. A 
portion of the parapet in front of the 
ten-incli cohunbiad was destroyed. The 
gunners never 11 inched, but fought their 
guns with spirit, even when thus ex- 
posed to the enemy’s continued fire. A 
trunnion of one o/tlie thirty-two poun- 
ders was destroyed by a shell which 
disabled the , gum The enemy lost their 


gun-hoat John P. SmitH was a jam 
source of great exultation to the 5 ; 
people of Charleston. This vessel was 
cruising ill the Stono, _when the en- 
emy, posting their artillery on 30 i 
sides of the river, forced her to sur- 
render after a severe fire which lasted 
about an hour. The very first shot 
carrying away the steering apparatus, 
disabled her, and soon after a ball pen- 
etrating her steam chest, caused an 
escape of steam, which scalded to death 
the chief engineer and several of the 
crew. The commander of the John P . 
Smith, finding his vessel thus at the 
mercy of the enemy, surrendered her to 
avoid a further sacrifice of life. 


c-The steamer XasliviUe was subsequently (Feb. 27, 

1863) destroyed by a Union ^ ® 

former baling got aground while moving up the Ogee- 
chee Biver, was cannonaded by the latter and 
an “ incendiary shell,” which sot her on fire and burned 

her to a wreck. 
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that a eonstaiit uneasiness prevailed in 
the United States lest these manifes- 
tations of partialitj might lead to corre- 
spondent action. Lord John Russell, 


With the continuance of the civil 
war ill America, the sufferings of 
the European operatives dependent 
)Gn cotton manufactures for their suh- 


nnavoidable waste, the iiitentioiial de- 
struction, the hindrances to culture, 
and the obstructions to transportation, 
had rendered cotton so scarce that its 
price"^' rose to seven or eight times that 
at which it sold previous to the war. 


contiict so ruinous to me mteresis oi 
their own subjects, and did not conceal 
the eagerness of their desire for its 
termination. 

Though the British Grovernment seem- 
ed sincere in its professions of neutral- 
ity, there were such free expressions, 
on the part of many in the ruling classes 
of England, of distrust of the iSnirthern 
and sympathy with the Southern cause, 

« Cotton sold at New York on the 17th February , 1863, 
at 90 cents per lb. 


isn v3ruv,t;oiJJ.icuu, Uiutigii agicciiig in euc 

policy of. neutrality, seemed divided 
in opinion in regard to the motives 
and issue of the struggle in the United 
States. The cluincellor of the ex- 
chequer, the Right Hon. Mr. Gladstone, 
availing himself to the utmost, of the 
latitude of speech permitted in Great 
Britain to member.^ of the Government, 
said, at a public luinquet given in, his 
honor at Newcastle, Octolier 8th : 

“ We may iiave our own opinions 
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the war with the south. 


about slavery; we may be for or against 
the South; but there is no doubt that 
Jefferson Davis and other leaders of the 
South have made an army; they are 
making, it appears, a navy; and they 
have made what is more than either 
they have made a nation.’’ 

This eulogy of the Southern insur- 
gents by Mr. Gladstone was counter- 
balanced by a generous tribute^ of 
praise to the North by the Right 
Hon. Milner Gibson, president of the 
board of trade. 

“ The South,” said Mr. .Gibson, in a 
speech at Ashton, on the 20th of Janu- 
ary, 186S, “ seceded in consequence of 
believing that slavery would not be safe 
under Mr. Lincoln’s executive, and that 
the carrying out of the Eugitive Slave 
Law was not likely to be permitted. If 
kir. Breckinridge had been elected, 
there would have been no secession, 
as he was the candidate of the South, 
in favor of the Fugitive Slave Law, and 
of opinion that Congress had no right 
to prohibit the extension of slavery. 
Secession had taken place, and the con- 
sequent war for the purpose of perpetu- 
ating, cherishing, and extending slavery. 

I don’t believe that an empire having 
slavery as its basis can be a prosperous, 
happy, and enduring empire, and there- 
fore cannot desire to see one established 
in any part of the world. The bishops 
of the Episcopal Church of the Con- 
federate States have said that the aboli- 
tion of slavery is hateful, infidel, and 
pestilent. I, on the contrary, believe 
that slavery is hateful, infidel, and pesti- 
lent. I will not predict the course which 


the events of this war may take ; but 
looking at the map, which I did to-day, 
it appears to me that the geographical 
position of the North, so far as territoiy 
is concerned, is stronger than it was 
twelve months ago. They have suffered 
great defeats, and they have had some 
successes ; hut I find that the North are 
now possessed of larger territory than 
they were twelve months ago. Missouri, 
which was then debatable ground, they 
now possess ; also Kentucky and West 
Yhginia, and a portion of Louisiana. It 
therefore appears that the territory 
which the North possessed at the begin- 
ning of last year has not been lessened 
hut increased in extent. These are 
facts which all may ascertain for them- 
selves.” 

The British Government seemed, not- 
withstanding the private opinions of 
some of its members, disposed to per- 
severe in the policy of neutrality. The 
Queen, in her speech on the prorogation 
of Parliament, on the 7tli August, thus 
reiterated her determination to remain 
neutral : 

“The civil war,” Her Majesty de- 
clared, “ which has for some time been 
raging among the North American 
Union States, has, unfortunately, con- 
tinued unabated in intensity, and the 
evils with which it has been attended 
have not been confined to the American 
continent; but Her Majesty, having 
from the first continued to take no part 
in that contest, has seen no reason to 
depart from the neutrality to which she 
has steadily adhered.” 

Among the other statesmen of En- 


gland, there prevailed the same diversity 
of opinion as among the members of 
G-overnment. Mr. Bright, the champion 
of freedom everywhere, closed his speech 
to his constituents at Birmingham with 
this eloquent expression of hope for 
the Union : 

“ In America there are no six millions 
of grown men excluded by the consti- 
tution from political rights. There is 
a free church, a free school, a free hand, 
a free vote, a free career for the child 
of the humblest. No! countrymen who 
work for your living, remember that 
there will be one wild shriek of freedom 
to startle all mankind if that republic 
is overthrown * The leaders 

of this revolt propose by their constitu- 
tion this simple thmg— that over a 
territory some forty times as large as 
England, the blight and bondage of 



befalling that fair land, stricken though 
it now be by the ravages of war. I 
cannot believe that civilization in its 
journey with the sun will sink into 
endless night, to gratify the ambition 
of the leaders of this revolt, who seek 
' to wade through slaughter to a throne, 
and shut the gates of mercy on man- 
kind.^ (Cheers.) I have another and 
lar brighter vision before my gaze. It 
may be but a vision ; but I will still 
cherish it. I see one vast confederation 
stretching from the frozen Forth in one 
unbroken line to the glowing South, 
and from the wild billows of the Atlantic 
to the calmer waters of the Pacific main, 
and I see one people, and one law, and 


but for recognition, as a question of 
policy and prudence, on the groirnd that 
the South had shown abilif.y to maintain 
its independence, and that the Forth 
could not subdue it. The Forth could 
not be more hostile in feeling to En- 
gland than it was now. 

The fa(?t that the .speech of Mr. 
Scholefield was cut short by the uproar 
of the audience, proved how distasteful 
his opinions were to his constituents. 
The people of Birmingham, and even 
those of Lancashire, the latter of whom, 
being engaged intlie cotton manufacture, 
have suffered greatly from the war, sym- 
pathized with the Forth, whose cause 
they believed to be that of freedom. 


lh > 












disclosures were made which led to a 
suspicion that he would not long hesi- 
tate to interfere. 

The visit of M. Mercier, the French 
minister at Washington, to Rich- 
mond, first aroused the public anx- 1 ^ 62 * 
iety. This visit was made with the 
connivance of the Secretary of State, and, 
as it were, at his suggestion. “As we 
were talking,” says the artful diplomatist 
in his report of his conversation .with 
Mr. Seward, “the remark escaped me, 
as if by chance, that I regretted much 
not being able to assure myself of the 
condition of things at Richmond. Mr. 
Seward replied to me at once, that I 
could very easily go thither ; that ail I 
had to do was to , send for one of our 
ships, that it might carry me to Norfolk, 
and that he was entirely willing to give 
me a pass for this visit. - Having had no 
intention of calling out this response, 
and not having foreseen it, I said to 
him that I would reflect, and soon bring 
him back my answer.” 

M. Mercier did not long hesitate to 
take the voyage, “with the acquies- 
ence,” as he said, “so thorough of the 
Secretary of State — almost, as it seemed, 
in compliance with his desire.” At his 
parting interview, “it was understood,” 
adds the French minister, “besides, that 
I should report to Mr. Seward only 
what I was authorized to report to him. 
Mr. Seward said to me, that T might 
add, if I found an opportune occasion, 
that in his opinion the North was ani- 
mated by no sentiment of vengeance, 
and that for himself he should with 
pleasure find himself again in the Senate 


the efforts of the Grovernment of the 
United States to preserve the Union, 
and trusted in their efficacy, the higher 
and ruling classes generally neither 
hoped for nor believed in their success. 
It was naturally suspected that the latter, 
accordingly, would avail themselves of 
every occasion to thwart the purposes 
of the American Government and fur- 
ther the designs of the insurgents against 
its authority. Such a suspicion was 
confirmed, not only by the_ free expres- 
sion of opinfon in favor of the Southern 
confederacy, but by the readiness with 
which it obtained an abundance of ma- 
terial aid in Great Britain. 

The construction of the steamers Ala- 
bama and Florida in the dockyards, and 
their escape from the harbors of Great 
Britain, owing to the dilatory action of 
the legal authorities, exposed even the 
English Government to a suspicion of 
connivance.. 

In France, from the nature of its 
imperial government, there was more 
reserve in the expression of opinion 
than in England, and consequently less 
said calculated to offend the sensibility 
of the American people. From this 
cause, as well as from the traditional 
friendliness between France and the 
United States, there was for a long 
time but little inquietude in regard to 
any unffivorable action of the French 
Government in our national quarrel. 
Events, however, finally occurred wliich 
indicated an intrusive disposition on the 
part of the Emperor of France, and 
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in the presence of all those whom the 
South thought it fit to send thither.” 

Mr. Seward, upon being called upon 
by the Senate to make known the 
character of the suggestions made to the 
French ambassador as reported by the 
latter, declared, emphatically : 

“That no suggestions were made to 
M. Mercier by the Secretary of State 
that induced, or were designed or calcu- 
lated to induce, him to undertake a 
mission to Richmond in April last, or at 
any other time. He was not then, nor 
has he or any other person ever been, 
authorized by this Government or by 
the Secretary of State, to make any 
representations of any kind or on any 
subject to the insurrectionary agents or | 
so-called authorities at Richmond, or to 
hold any communication with them on 
behalf of this Government,” 

This declaration of Mr. Seward can 
be only reconciled with the apparently 
counter-statement of the French minis- 
ter, if both are true, on the supposition 
that the Secretary of State in his com- 
munication to the Senate refers to h^s 
official action, as the representative of 
the Government, and that in his con- 
versation with M. Mercier as reported 
by that gentleman, he spoke only as a 
private citizen. 

The result of this notable visit was 
reported by M. Mercier to be that, in 
Richmond, “ nobody hesitated to declare 
that the re-establishment of the Lhiion 
was impossible.” The French minister 
seeming now to be thoroughly impressed 
with the impracticability of the purpose , 
of the North, encouraged the French i 


; Emperor in his not reluctant disposition 
i to interfere in the quarrel. 

I The first public action of Louis Na' 
poleon w'as a proposition to Great 
Britain and Russia to join him 
in proposing an armistice of six months 
between the belligerents of the North 
and South. 

The following was the dispatch of the 
Foreign Secretary of France, addressed 
to the British and Russian govern- 
ments : 

“Paeis, October 30, 1802, 

“ Europe watches with painful interest 
the .struggle which has been raging 
more than a year upon the American 
continent. The hostilities have pro- 
voked sacrifices and efforts certainly of 
a nature to inspire the highest idea of 
the perseverance and energy of the two 
populations. But this spectacle, which 
does so much honor to their courage, is 
only given at the price of numberless 
calamities and a prodigious effusion of 
blood. To these re.siilts of civil war, 
which from th%? very first assumed vast 
proportions, there is still to be added 
the apprehension of servile war, wliieh 
would be the culminating point of so 
many irreparable disasters. The suffer- 
ing of a nation toward which we have 
always profes.sed a sincere friendship 
wmiild have sufficed to excite the sincere 
soHcitiide of the Eniperor, even had we- 
ourselves not suffered by the counter 
blow of these events. 

“ Under the influence of intimate re- 
lations which extensive mlercourse has 
multiplied between the various regions 
of the globe, Europe itself has sulfered 


i 


conseqi 
d up 01 

sources of public wealth, and which has manifest themselves in the North as 
become, for the great centres of labor, well as the South might, on the other 
a cause of most sad trials. hand, second steps that might be made 

“As you are aware, when the eon- to recommend the idea of truce. The 
diet commenced, we held it our duty to Emperor has, therefore, thought that 
observe the most strict neutrality in the occasion has presented itself of offer- 
concert with other maritime powers, ing to the belligerents the support of 
and the Washington Cabinet has re- the good offices of the maritime powers, 
peatedly acknowledged the honorable and His Majesty has charged me to make 
manner with which we adhered to that the proposition of this Government to 
line of conduct. The sentiments die- Her Britannic Majesty, as well as to the 
fated to us have undergone no change Court of Russia. The three cabinets 
but of a benevolent character. That would exert their influence at Washing- 
neutrality, instead of imposing upon the ton, as well as with the Confederates, to 
powers the attitude which might re- obtain an armistice for six months, dur- 
semble indifference, ought rather to ing which every act of war, direct or 
make them of service to the two parties indirect, should provisionally cease, on 
by helping them out of a position which sea as well as on land, and it might be, 
seems to have no issue. Erom the com- if necessary, ulteriorally prolonged, 
mencement of the war an armed force “ The overtures, I need not say, sir, 
was set on foot by the belligerents would not imply, on our part, any judg- 
whieh, since then, has been almost con- ment on the origin or issue of the 
stantly kept up. After so much blood- struggle, nor any pressure upon the 
shed they are now, in that respect, negotiations which might, it is to be 
nearly in the same position, nothing hoped, ensue in favor of an armistice, 
authorizing the presumption that more Our task would consist solely in smooth- 
decisive military operations will shortly ing down obstacles, and in interfering 
occur, according to the last news re- only in a measure determined upon hy^ 
ceived in Europe. The two armies, on 'the two parties. We should not, in 
the contrary, were in a condition that fact, believe ourselves called upon to 
would not allow either party to hope decide, but to prepare the solution of 
within a brief delay for any decided difficulties which hitherto have opposed 
advantage to turn the balance and ac- reconciliation between the belligerent 
celerate the conclusion of a peace. All parties. Wouldnot,moreover, an agree- 
these circumstances, taken together, point ment between the three courts respond 
to the opportunity of an armistice, to sufficiently to their intentions? Would 
which, moreover, under the present cir- it not give to their step the character 
cumstances, no strategical objection can of evident impartiality ? Acting in con- 





cert, they would combine the conditions 
best suited to inspire confidence — the 
Government of the Emperor, by the 
constant tradition of French policy to- 
ward the United States— England, by 
the community of race — Eussia, by the 
marks of friendship she has never ceased 
to show to the Washington Cabinet. 
Should the event not justify the hope of 
the three powers, and should the ardor 
of the struggle over-rule the wisdom of 
their councils, this attempt would not 
be the less honorable for them. They 
would have fulfilled a duty of humanity, 
more especially indicated in a war which 
has excited passions which render all 
direct attempts at negotiation more diflB- 
cult. It is the mission which inter- 
national law assigns neutrals, at the 
same time that it prescribes to them- a 
sti'ict impartiality, and they could never 
make a nobler use of their influence by 
endeavoring to put an end to a struggle 
which causes so much suffering, and com- 
promises such great interests throughout 
the whole world. 

" Finally, even without immediate re- 
sults, these overtures would not be en- 
tirely useless ; for they might encourage 
public opinion to views of conciliation, 
and thus contribute to hasten the mo- 
ment when the return of peace might 
become possible. 

I request you, sir, in the name of 
His Majesty, to submit these consider- 
ations to Lord Russell, or to Prince 
Gortschakoff, begging him to state the 
views of the Government of Her Britan- 
nic Majesty or the Court of Russia. 

“ Dsoityn m L’Huys.'' 


The proposition of the French Em- 
peror was declined both by .England 
and Russia, Lord John Russell, in be- 
half of the British Government, said in 
his answer: 

‘‘ Her Majesty is desirous of acting 
in concurrence with Prance upon the 
great questions now agitating the world, 
and upon none more than on the con- 
tingencies connected with the great 
struggle now going on in N’orth America. 
Reither Her Majesty the Queen nor the 
British nation will ever forget the noble 
and emphatic manner in which the 
Emperor of the FVencii vindicated the 
laws of natioos and assisted the cause 
of peace in the instance of the seizure 
of the Confederate commissioners on 
board the Trent. Her Majesty^s Goveru- 
iiieiit recognizes with pleasure the de- 
sign of arresting the progre.ss of war by 
friendly measures, the benevolent views 
and humane intentions of the Emperor. 
They are also of the opinion that if the 
steps proposed were to be taken, the 
concurrence ,, of Rus.sia, would, 'be .ex- 
tremely desirable. Her )tlajesty’s Gov- 
ernment liave, however, not been, in- 
formed up to the present time that the 
Rus.sian Goveriiinent liave agreed to 
co-operate with England and France on 
this occasion, although that Government 
may support the endeavf.irs of England 
and France to attain the end proposed. 
But is the end proposed attainable at 
the present moment by the course sug- 
gested by the Government of France ? 
Such is the question whidi has been 
anxiously and carefully examined b}" Her 
Majesty’s Government. After weighing 



at the present time would prevent any 
speedy renewal of the ofter. Her Ma- 
jesty’s Government think, therefore, 
that it would be better to watch care- 
fully the progress of opinion in America, 
and if, as there appears reason to hope, 


avoiu me appearance oi any pressure 
whatever capable of chilling public opin- 
ion in America or of exercising the 
susceptibility of that nation, and ex- 
the belief tha 

measure of the three powers, as pro- 
posed by France, however conciliatory, 
if nresented in an oj0S.cial or officious 


however, added, that if France should 
persist in her intention of mediation, 


course, instructions should be sent to 


now exists of its being accepted by the 
two contending parties. 

“ Her Majesty’s Government will com- 
municate to that of France any intelH- 
gerice they may receive from Washing- 
ton or Richmond bearing on this impor- 
tant subject.” A 

Prince Gortschakoff said in his answer 




** The Queen, in her speech on the opening of Parliament, 
February o, 1863, reiterated the motives of the Government 
in not acceding to the proposition of Louis Napoleon ; 

“ Her Majesty has abstained from taking any step mth 
a view to induce a cessation of the conflict between the 
contending parties of the North American States, because 
it has not yet seemed to her that any such overtures could 
be attended with a probability of success. Her Majesty 
has viewed with the deepest concern the desolating war- 
fare which still rages in those regions, and she has wit- 
nessed with hearfeit grief the severe distress and suffering 
which that war inflicted upon a large class of Her Majesty’s 
subjects, but which have been borne by them with great 
fortitude and e.Kemplary resignation. It is some consola- 
tion to Her Majesty to be led to hope that this suffering 
and this distress are rather diminishing than increasing, 
and that some renewal of employment is beginning to take 
place in the manufacturing disti-icts.” 


and English ministers), if not official aid, 
at least moral support.* 

France, in common with England 


® The limperor of France, in his speech to the French 
Legislature on the 18th of January, thus spoke of American 
affairs, and expressed his disappointment at the result of 
his scheme of mediation : 

“ To reduce our expenses, the army and navy estimates 
have been considerably diminished. The floating debt 
has been reduced, and by the success achieved by the 
conversion of the rentes a great step has been taken toward 
the settlement [unification] of that debt. The indirect 
revenues show a continual increase, from the simple fact 
of the general increase of prosperity : and the condition 
of the empire would be flourishing if the war in America 
had not dried up one of the most fruitful sources of our 
industry. The forced stagnation of labor has caused in 
many districts 'an amount of destitution which deserves 
all our solicitude, and a grant will be asked froin you for 
the support of those who with resignation submit to the 
effects of a misfortune which it is not in our power to put 
a stop to. Nevertheless, I have made the attempt to send 
beyond the Atlantic advices inspired by a sincere sym- 
pathy ; but the great maritime powers not having thought 
it advisable as yet to act in concert with me, I have been 
obliged to postpone to a more suitable opportunity the 
offer of mediation, the object of which was to stop the 
effusion of blood, and to prevent the exhaustion of a 
country the future of which cannot be looked upon with 
indifference." 
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tives had been reduced to want from the 
need of cotton, and were becoming 
clamorous for aid. By the system of 
administrative centralization, the French 
people had been so habituated to de- 
pend upon the Government, that they 
looked only to it for support in adver- 
sity as for guidance in prosperity. The 
sense of mutual obligation being thus 
greatly weakened, there was little assist- 
ance to be expected by the poor from 
the rich. The suffering operatives of 
France accordingly appealed for relief 
to their Government as the main source 
of benevolence. The French Emperor, 
thus brought into direct sympathy with 
his destitute subjects, was impelled to 
act officially in their behalf. This may 
account for his disposition to interpose 
his efforts with the view of arresting the 
progress of the war, which was proving 
so fatal to a large portion of his people. 
Ill England, on the other hand, with a 
different system of administration, there 
was less habitual dependence upon Gov- 
ernment, and a consequent stronger sense 
of mutual obligation. The English oper- 
atives, though greater sufferers than those 
of France, looked for the aid required, 
not to official, but private sources, which 
proved equal to the emergency. The 
British Government, tliiis relieved by 
the benevolence of the rich from re- 
sponsibility for the sufferings of the poor, 
was enabled to await with more patience 
the development of events, and avoid . 
international difficulties likely to result | 
from hasty interference with the war. ; 
The French Emperor would have been , 
fully credited with all the motives of hu- ; 


manity he professed, and the necessity for 
action his position seemed to require, if 
it had not been for the disclosures of the 
Iwrejmme or Yellow Book. In this offi- 
cial publication appeared a letter of Louis 
Napoleon to General Forey, the com- 
mander of the French forces in Mexico, 
instructing him as to his conduct. In 
this extraordinary cloeiimeiit the Em- 
peror wrote : 

“There will not he wanting people 
who will ask you why we go to lavish 
men and money for the establisliinent 
of a regular governineiit in kfexico. , In 
the present state of the civilization of 
the world the prosperity of America is 
not a matter of indifference to Europe ; 
for it is she who feeds our manufactories 
and gives life to our cominerce. We 
have an interest in this — that the re- 
public of the United States be powerful 
and prosperous, but we have none in 
this— that she should seize possession of 
all the Mexican Gulf, , .dominate from 
thence the Antilles, as well as South 
America, , and be the sole dispenser of 
the products of the New World. .We 
see. now, by sad experience, how pre- 
carious is the fate of an industry which 
m reduced to seeking its chief raw ma- 
terial in one market alone, to all the 
vicissitudes of which it has to submit. 
If, on the. .other, hand. preserves 

its influence and maintains the integrity 
of its territory ; if a stable government 
is constituted with the assistance of 
France, we shall have restored to the 
Latin race on the thher side of the ocean 
its strength and prestig.* ; we .sliull liave 
established our benelicent influence in 
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the centre of America, and this influence, 
by presenting immense openings for our 
commerce, will procure us the matei'ials 
indispensable to our industry. Mexico 
thus regenerated will always be favor- 
able to us, not only from gratitude, but 
also because her interests will be in 
harmony with ours, and she will find a 
powerful support in .her good relations 
with the European powers. To-day, 
then, our pledged military honor, the 
exigency of our policy, the interest of 
our industry and of our commerce, all 
make it a duty to march upon Mexico, 
and boldly plant there our fliag, to estab- 
lish either a monarchy, if it is not in- 
compatible with the national sentiments 
of the country, or at all events a gov- 
ernment which promises some stability.”' 

Such a revelation naturally induced 
the suspicion’^ of ambitious designs in 
the eager desire of the Emperor of 
France to interpose in the American 
quarrel. Accordingly his next official 
action on the subject was received with 
increased inquietude. This took the 
form of a direct proposition to the 
United States Government, as stated in 
the following dispatch to M, Mercier : 

DEPARTxnsOT oE Foeeign Aepaies, Ponrr- 1 
iCAL Division, PAEis, *7h?i. 9, 1863. I 

‘ ‘ Sir — In forming the u^^pbse of 
assisting, by the proffer of our good 
offices, to shorten the period of those 
hostilities which are desolating the 

This suspicion was strengthened hy the disclosure, 
through the interception of some dispatches of the Con- 
federate Gcoveniment, of an intrigue on the part of the 
French consular agents at New Orieajis and Ualveston to 
ohtaia control of Texas. The French Government, how- 
ever, disclaimed all responsibility for the acts of these 
agenis. 


American continent, we have to he 
guided beyond all bj^ the friendship 
which actuates the Government of the 
Emperor in regard to the United States. 
The little success of our overtures might 
chill the interest with which we follow 
the fluctuations of this contest ; hut the 
sentiment to which we have yielded is 
too sincere for indifference to find a 
place in our thoughts, that we should 
cease to be painfully affected while the 
war continues to rage. We cannot re- 
gard without profound regret this war 
worse than civil, comparable to the 
most terrible distractions of the ancient 
republics, and whose disasters multiply 
in proportion to the resources and the 
valor which each of the belligerent 
parties develop. The Government of 
His Majesty have, therefore, seriously 
examined the objections which have 
been made to us when we have sugges- 
ted the idea of a friendly mediation, and 
we have asked ourselves whether they 
are truly of a nature to set aside as 
premature every tentative to reconcili- 
ation. On one part has been opposed 
to us the repugnance of the United 
States to admit the intervention of 
foreign influence in the dispute ; on the 
other, the hope which the Federal Gov- 
ernment has not abandoned, of attaining 
its solution by force of arms. Assuredly, 
sir, recourse to the good offices of one 
or several neutral powers contains noth- 
ing incompatible with the pride so le- 
gitimate amidvst a great nation, and 
means purely international are not those 
alone whicli furnish examples of the 
useful character of mediation. We flat- 







ter ourselves, besides, that in proffering 
to place ourselves at the disposal of the 
belligerent parties to facilitate between 
their negotiations, the basis of which we 
abstain from prejudging, we have mani- 
fested to the patriotism of the United 
States all the considerations to which it 
is entitled — now, perhaps, still more 
than ever, after such new proof of moral 
force and energy. We are none the 
less ready, amid the wishes which we 
form in favor of peace, to take into 
account all the susceptibilities of national 
feeling ; and we do not at all question 
the right of the Federal Government to 
decline the co-operation {concours) of 
the great maritime powers of Europe. 
But this co-operation, is it not the only 
means which offers itself to the Cabinet 
of Washington to hasten the close of the 
war ? And if it believes that it ought 
to repel any foreign intervention, could 
it not honorably accept the idea of direct 
(pourparlers) infonml conferences with 
the authority which may represent the 
States of the South ? The Federal Gov- 
ernment does not despair, we know, of 
giving a more active impulse to hostili- 
ties. Its sacrifices have not exhausted 
its resources, still less its perseverance 
and its steadfastness. The proti'action 
of the struggle, in a word, has not shaken 
its confidence in the definitive success 


precede, on the contrary, more often 
the establishment of a truce. How many 
times have we not seen plenipotentiaries 
meet, exchange comiiiimications, agree 
upon all the essential provisions of 
treaties—resolve, in fine, the question 
even of peace or war — while the leaders 
of armies coiitiniiecl tlie strife, and en- 
deavored, even to^ the latest moment, 
to modify by force of arms the eoiiditions 
of peace. To recall only one memory 
drawn from the history of the United 
States — the negotiations which conse- 
crated their indepeiideiice were com- 
menced long before hostilities had ceased 
in the New World, and the armistice 
was not established until the act of the 
30th November, 1782, which, under the 
name of provisional articles, embraced 
in advance the principal clauses of the 
definitive treaty of 1783. Nothing, 
therefore, would hinder the Government 
of the United States,- without , renounc- 
ing the advantage, w!i.icli ,it believes it 
can attain by the coritiiiuatiou of the 
war, from entering upon informal con- 
ferences with the Confederates of the 
South, in case they should show, them- 
selves disposed thereto. Pt-epreseiitatives 
or ' commissioners of the twu) , parties 
could asseiiible 'at such point as it should 
be deemed proper .to de.sigiiate, , and 
which could for .this piirp.ose be declared 
iieutraL Reciprocal complaints' would 
be .examined ' into at .tliis meeting. In 
place of the .accusations whicli. North and 
South .mutually cast , upon each . other 
at tills time, would be substituted an 
argimiGiitative dlscussioii of the interf'Sts 
wliich divide them. Tliey would .seek 
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out, by means of well ordered and 
profound deliberations, whether these 
interests are definitively irreconcilable ; 
whether separation is an extreme which 
can no longer be avoided, or whether 
the memories of common existence, 
whether the ties of any kind which have 
made of the North and of the South one 
sole and wdiole federative state, and 
have borne them on to >so high a deg-ree 
of prosperity, are not more powerful 
than the causes which have placed arms 
in the hands of the two populations. A 
negotiation, the object of which would 
be thus determinative, would not involve 
any of the objections raised against the 
diplomatic intervention of Europe, and, 
without giving birth to the same hopes 
as the immediate conclusion of an armis- 
tice, would exercise a happy influence 
on the march of events. Why, there- 
fore, should not a combination, which 
respects all the relations of the United 
States, obtain the approbation of the 
Federal Government? Persuaded on 
our part that it is in conformity with 
their true interests, we do not hesitate 
to recommend it to their attention, and, 
not having sought in the project of a 
mediation of the maritime powers of 
Europe any vain display of influence, 
we would applaud, with entire freedom 
from all susceptibilities of • self-esteem, 
the opening of a negotiation which 
would invite the two populations to dis- 
cuss, wnthout the co-operation of Europe, 
the solution of their differences. 

“I request you, sir, to give this assur- 
ance to the Cabinet at Washington, while 
commending to its wisdom counsels dic- 


tated by most sincere interest in the 
prosperity of the United States. You 
are, moreover, authorized, if Mr. Seward 
expresses the wish, to leave with him a 
copy of this dispatch. 

“Accept, sir, the assurance of m\^ 
high consideration. 

“ DROUYTSf DE L’HuYS.’^ 
The proposition of the French Em- 
peror was thus declined in the dispatch 
of Mr. Seward to Mr. Dayton, the 
American minister to France : 

“Department op State, Washington, } 
Fel). 6 , 1863 . ) 

“Wm. L. Dayton, Esq., etc,, etc., 

“ Sir — The intimation given in your 
dispatch of January 15 (No. 255), that 
I might expect a special visit from M. 
Mercier, has been realized. He called 
on the 3d instant, and gave me a copy 
of a dispatch he had just received from 
M. Drouyn de L'Huys, under the date 
of the 9th of January. I have taken 
the President’s instructions, and I now 
proceed to give you his ideas upon the 
subject in question. It has been con- 
sidered with seriousness, resulting from 
the reflection that the people of France 
are known to be faultless sharers with 
the American nation in the misfortunes 
and calamities of our unhappy civil war. 
Nor do we on this, any more than on 
other occasions, forget the traditional 
friendship of the two countries, which 
we unhesitatingly believe has inspired 
the counsels that M. Drouyn de L’Huys 
has imparted. He says : ‘The Federal 
Government does not despair, we know, 
of giving more active impulse to hostil- 
ities ; ’ and again he remarks : ‘ The 
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protraction of the struggle, in a word, 
has not shaken the confidence of the 
Federal Government in the definitive 
success of its efforts.’ These passages 
seem to me to do unintentional injustice 
to the language, whether confidential or 
public, in which this Government has 
constantly spoken on the subject of the 
war. It certainly has had and avowed 
only one purpose — a determination to 
preserve the integrity of the country. 
So far from admitting any laxity of 
eftbrt, or betraying any despondency, 
the Government has, on the contrary, 
borne itself cheerfully in all vicissitudes 
with unvarying confidence in an early 
and complete triumph of the national 
cause. Now, when we are in a manner^ 
invited by a friendly power to review 
the twenty-one months’ history of the 
conflict, we find no occasion to abate 
that confidence through which, in an 
alternation of victories and defeats, as is 
the appointed incident of war, the land 
and naval forces of the United States 
have steadily advanced, reclaiming from 
the insurgents the ports, forts, and posts 
which they had treacherously seized 
before the strife actually begun, and 
even before it was seriously apprehended. 
So many of the States and districts which 
the insurgents included in the field of 
their projected exclusive slave-holding 
dominion have already been re-estab- 
lished under the flag of the Union, that 
they now retain only the States of 
Georgia, Alabama, and Texas, with half 
of Yirginia, half of North Carolina, two- 
thirds of South Carolina, half of ^Ussissip- 
pi, and one-third respectively ol Arkam 


sas and Louisiana. Tlie national forces 
hold even this small territory in close 
blockade and siege. This Govcrniiient. 
if required, does not hesitate to submit 
its achievements to the test of compari- 
son, and it maintams that in no part of 
the world, and in no times, ancient or 
modern, ha.s a nation, wlien rendered all 
unready for combat by the eiijoyoient 
of eighty years of almost unbroken 
peace, so quickly awakened at the alai’ra 
of sedition, put forth energies so vigor- 
ous, and achieved successes so signal and 
effective as those wdiicli have marked 
the progress of this contest on the part 
of the Union. 

“M. Urouyii de L’Hiij's, I fear, has 
taken other light than tlie correspondence 
of this Government for his guidance in 
ascertaining its temper and finances. 
He has probably read of divisions of 
sentiment among those who hold them- 
selves forth as organs of public opinion 
here, and has given to them an undue 
importance. It is to be remembered 
that Ibis nation of thirty millions i.s civilly 
divided into forty-one States and Terri- 
tories, which cover an expanse hardly 
less than Europe ; that the people are a 
pure democracy, exercising everywhere 
the utmost freedom of speech and suf- 
frage ; that a great crisis necessarily 
produces vehement as well as profound 
debate, with sharp collisions of individ- 
ual, local, and sectional interests, senti- 
ments, and convictions, and that this 
heat of controversy is increased by the 
intervention of speculations, interests, 
prejiidices, and passions from every other 
part of the civilized world. It is, how- 
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ever, through such debates that the 
agreement of the nation upon any sub- 
ject is habitually attained, its resolutions 
Ibrmed, and its policy established ; while 
there has been much difference of popular 
opinion and favor concerning the agents 
who shall carry on the war, the princi- 
ples on which it shall be waged, and the 
means with which it shall be prosecuted. 

“M. Drouyn de L^Huys has only to 
refer to the statute books of Congress 
and the executive ordinances to learn 
that the national activity has hitherto 
been and yet is as efficient as that of 
any other nation, whatever its form of 
government, ever was under circum- 
stances of equally grave import to its 
peace, safety, and welfare. Ifot one 
voice has been raised anywhere out of 
the immediate field of the insurrection 
in favor of foreign intervention, or medi- 
ation, or arhitratipn, or of compromise, 
with the relinquishment of one acre of 
the national domain or the surrender 
of even one constitutional franchise. At 
the same time it is manifest to the world 
that our resources are yet abundant and 
our credit adequate to the existing 
emergency. 

“ What M. Drouyn de L’Huys sug- 
gests is, that this Government shall ap- 
point commissioners to meet on neutral 
ground commissioners of the insurgents. 
He supposes that in the conferences to 
he thus held, reciprocal complaints could 
be discussed, and, in place of the accusa- 
tions whicli the North and the South 
now mutually cast upon each other, the 
conference would be engaged with dis- 
cussions of the interests which divide 


them. He assumes, further, ‘ that the 
commissioners would seek, by means of 
well-ordered and profound deliberations, 
whether these interests are definitively 
irreconcilable ; whether separation is an 
extreme that can no longer be avoided, 
or whether the memories of a common 
existence, the ties of every kind which 
have made of the North and the South 
one whole federative state, and have 
borne them on to so high a degree of 
prosperity, are not more powerful than 
the causes which have placed arms in 
the hands of the two populations.' The 
suggestion is not an extraordinary one, 
and it may well have been thought by 
the Emperor of the French, in the 
earnestness of his benevolent desire for 
'the restoration of peace, a feasible one. 

“But when M. Drouyn de L’Huys 
shall come to review it in the light in 
wdiich it must necessarily he examined 
in this country, I think he can hardly 
fail to perceive that it amounts to noth- 
ing less than a proposition that, while 
this Government is engaged in suppress- 
ing an armed insurrection with the pur- 
pose of maintaining the constitutional 
national authority and preserving the 
integrity of the country, it shall enter 
into diplomatic discussion with the in- 
surgents upon the questions whether that 
authority shall not be renounced, and 
whether the country shall not be de- 
livered over to disunion, to be quickly 
followed by ever increasing anarchy. 
If it were possible for the Government 
of the United States to compromise the 
national authority so far as to enter into 
such debates, it is not easy to perceive 
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denioralized. WliateTer, in case ot an 
insurrection, .the people of France, oi 
Great Britain, or Switzerland, or of the 
Netherlands, -woiilfl do to save . their 
national existence, no matter how Bie 
strife might be regarded by or affect 
foreign nations, just so niucii, and cti 
tainly no less, the people of the Tjrnted 
States will do, if necessary, to save for 
the common benefit the region which is 
hounded by the Pacific and Atlantic 
coasts, and by the shores of the Gulfs 
of St. Lawrence and Mexico, togetliei 
with the free and coriiinon navigation of 
the Rio Grande, Missouri, Arkansoxs, 
Mississippi, Ohio, St. Lawrence, Hudson 
Delaware, Potomac, and other natioiia 
highways by which this land, -whicii to 
iham is at once a land of inheritance 


what good resnits couicl be obtainea by 
them. The commissioners must agree 
in recommending either that the Hnion 
shall stand or that it shall he voluntarily 
dissolved, or else they must leave the 
vital ouestion unsettled, to abide at least 


influence, must enter tne cum^icuu. ^ 

bued with the spirit and pledged to the j watered ^ 

personal fortunes of the insurgent clue s. e,;LLisii 

The loval people in the insurrectionary people, thus txucis 

bIX-V f 'S; 

condition of the mamt ^ 

.. on the other hand, as I have ah.a% and 

intimated, this Government has n^ Di^ouyn de UHuy 

which lias been coneded to it ^ “p; ; J Ik 

nation under the most , A Korth, no Soi 

political sanctions, an Southern states. 

Lh thought, it would have std^ ^ -J- 

ant reason to know tha peac eliieliy 
at the cost of dissolution, won ^ i of the Gulf of 

mediately, universally, and j other hu; 

rejected' by the American constitute not on, 

a great mistake that European s a I 
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em States, I have on many occasions 
heretofore submitted to the French Gov- 
ernment the President’s views of the 
interests and ideas which lie at the 
bottom of the determination of the Ameri- 
can Government and people to maintain 
the federal Union. The President has 
done the same thing in his messages and 
other public declarations. I refrain, 
therefore, from reviewing that argument 
in connection with the existing question. 
M. Drouyn de L’lluys draws to his aid 
the conferences which took place be- 
tween the colonies and Great Britain in 
our Revolutionary War. He will allow 
me to answer that action, in the crisis 
of a nation, must accord with its neces- 
sities, and therefore can be seldom con- 
formed to precedents. Great Britain, 
when entering on that negotiation, had 
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her ultimate success, and it is certain 
that the councils of the colonies could 
not have failed to take new courage, if 
not to gain other advantage, when the 
parent state compromised so far as to 
treat of peace on the terms of conceding 
.their independence. It is true, indeed, 
that peace must come some time, and 
that conferences must attend if they are 
not allowed to precede the pacification. 
There is, however, a better form for 
such conferences than the one which M. 
J).rou3m de LTIuys suggests. The latter 
would be palpably in derogation of the 
constitution of the United States, and 
would carry no weight, because destitute 
of the sanction necessary to bind, either 
to the lojml or disloyal portions of the 
people. 


“ On the other hand, the Congress of 
the United States furnishes a constitu- 
tional forum for debates between the 
alienated parties. Senators and repre- 
sentatives from the loyal people are 
there already, fully empowered to con- 
fer. And seats are also vacant, and 
inviting the senators and representa- 
tives of the discontented party, who 
may be constitutionally sent there from 
the States involved in the insurrection. 
Moreover, the conferences which can 
thus be held in Congress have this great 
advantage over any that could be or- 
ganized on the plan of M. Drouyn de 
L’Huys, viz., that Congress, if it thought 
wise, could call a national convention to 
adopt its recommendations, and give 
them all the solemnity and binding force 
of organic law. Such conferences be- 


ginia, Kentucky, Tennessee and Missouri, 
States which are claimed by the insur- 
gents, are already represented in Con- 
gress, and are submitting, with perfect 
freedom and in a proper spirit, their 
advice upon the course best calculated 
to bring about in the shortest time a 
linn, lasting, and honorable peace. Rep- 
resentatives have been sent, also, from 
Louisiana ; and others are understood 
to be coming from Arkansas. • There is 
a preponderating argument in favor of 
the Congressional form of conference 
over that which is suggested by M. 
Drouyn de L^Huys, viz., that, while 
accession to the latter would bring the 
Government into concurrences with the 
insurgents in disregarding and setting 
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aside an important part of the consti- 
tution of the United States, and so 
would be of pernicious example, the 
Congressional conference, on the con- 
trary, preserves and gives new strength 
to that sacred instrument, which must 
continue through future ages the sheet- 
anchor of the republic. 


“You win be at liberty to read this 
dispatch to M. Droiiyn de L'Hiiys, and 
to give him a copy if he shall desire it. 
To the end, that you may be informed 
of the whole case, I transmit a copy of 
M. Drouyn de L'Huys’ dispatch. 

“I am sir, your obedient servant, 
“Wm. H. Sewasd.’’ 


CHAPTER XLY. 

Second Session of Thirty-serenth Congress.— President Lincoln’s Message. — Report of the Secretary of War. — ^Repott 
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Act Restricting the Trade in Precious Metals.— The Resolution responsive to the Proposal of the Emperor of Ifrance. 
—President authorized to issue Letters of Marque in Retalhation of the xiction of Great Britain hi regard to the 
Alabama, etc.— Adjournment of Congress.— Session of Confederate Congress.— Message of Jefferson Davis.— Mem- 
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1862 , 


The Thirty-seventh Congress met in 
second session on the 1st of Be- 
and cemher, 1862. Qn the same day 
186B. pj^egident Lincoln sent in his mes- 
sage. In regard to the war little was 
said beyond what was contained in this 
devout paragraph : “ While it has not 
pleased the Almighty to bless us with 
the return of peace, we can but press 
on, guided by the best light He gives 
us, trusting that in His own good time 
and wise way all will be^^ w^ 

Reiterating the opinion that slav ery 
was the cause of the war* and that its 
extirpation would end it, the President 
proposed a plan of emancipation. To 
effect this he advised that, through an 
amendment of the constitution, compen- | 

sation be o.ffered to those States ivhich i 
162 


should abolish slavery before .the year 
1900. This proposition, however, he 
declared was not intended to supersede 
the proclamation of the 22d of .Septem- 
ber, manumitting the^ slaves, of the States 
in rebellion. , The Presiden t thus seemed 
resolved,., contrary to the sanguine ex- 
pectations of many, to persist in his anti- 
slavery .policy. „ 'Though Air. Linco.lii 
.confessed that . the diffieiil ties. in. the,, ex- 
patriation of, the .freed^negroes were v.ery 
great,' he was .yet .hopeful' that it. might 
he . finally i accomplisheci , 

In regard to, the financial , condition of 
the coimtiw, the message was not very 
explicit, but the President expressed Ms 
desire for the earliest possible rtU-urn to 
specie payments. H'* d<‘prec!ifed a too 
free issue of legal tender notes, aiitl 
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seemed to favor a recourse to loans. 
He, moreover, gave bis sanction to the 
plan supposed to have been suggested 
by the Secretary of the Treasury, of 
raising money for the war by the estab- 
lishment of banks of issue whose notes 
should be uniform, and their credit based 
upon a deposit of United States bonds 
with the Treasury Department. 

The President, while regretting that 
our foreign relations were less gratifying 
than they had been, consoled himself 
with the reflection that they were more 
satisfactory than might have been ex- 
pected by a nation involved in the neces- 
saiy complications of such a war. 

The reports of the various heads of 
departments were submitted in due 
course. The Secretary of War stated 
that the field of operations was embraced 
in ten military departments j that the 
forces operating in these amounted, by 
the latest official returns, to 775,336 
officers and privates, fully armed and 
equipped ; that subsequently this num- 
ber had been increased to over 800,000, 
and that when the quotas should he 
filled up, there would be a million of men 
in all. The Secretary of War concluded 
his report with an acknowledgment of 
the valor of the troops, and the skill and 
gallantry of the officers, as manifested at 
Yorktown, Williamsburg, Pair Oaks, 
Gaines’ ^lill, fHalvern, Cross Keys, Cedar 
Mountain, Ohantill}’’, and elsewhere. 

The report of the Secretary of the 
Kavy contained a lengthy narrative of 
the exploits of our fleet and gun-hoats, 
to which was added a summary of the im- 
mense additions made to the naval force. 


When he assumed charge of the 
Kavy Department in March, 1861, re- 
ported the Secretary, there were but 
forty-two vessels in commission, and 
most of them abroad. There were only 
7,600 seamen then in the pay of the 
Government, and on the 10th of March, 
only 207 in all the ports and receiving- 
ships of the Atlantic coast, to man our 
ships, protect the navy-yards and de- 
pots, and aid in suppressing the rising 
insurrection. At the time of the Se- 
cretary’s report, the Government had 
afloat, or progressing to completion, a 
naval force of 427 vessels, carrying 
3,268 guns. So suddenly increased and 
so vast a naval armament had not 
been witnessed in modern times. Cf 
the 427 vessels in service, 104 only were 
sailing- vessels, 323 were steam vessels, 
and 123 of these latter had been added 
by construction. These new vessels of 
war were of no mean capacity and cali- 
bre, as the following description of them 
will show: 


Description. 

No. of 
Vessels. 

Guns. 

Second-class screw sloops of war.. . 

. 13 

16 

Screw gun-boats. 

.. . 27 

116 

Side-wheel gun-boats 

. 89 

296 

Armored wooden vessels.. ........ 

. 12 

65 

Armc.‘rcd iron vessels 

. 32 

74 

Total 

. 123 

567 


In his important fiscal report, the 
Secretary of the Treasiiiy presented the 
following estimates : 


Ykae iLN’Di-vo June 30, 1802. 

IIECEIPTS. 

From Balance in Treasury 

From Customs, Lands, and Miscellane- 
ous Sources. ......... . 

From Direct Tax 

From Loans. (The entire amount of 
Ix»ans of all kinds was 8529,692,460, 


$2,257,005 so 

50,140,389 03 
1,795,381 73 


TREASURY REPORT. 


iV.‘ 


50 ; from this should be deducted 
$9(,), 000.922 09, devoted to the repay- 
menfc of tempioraiy loans, and the re- 
dcmplion of Treiisury Notes, etc) 

This sum properly forming no part of 
Rcceipis or Expenditures, tire total 
Eoceipts from Loans rvero 433,595,538 4l 

Total Eeeeipts $187,788,324 97 

EXI’ENDITOBES. 

For Civil List, etc $21,408,491 10 

For Pensions and In- 
dians 3,102,985 50 

For Interest on Public 

Debt 13,190,324 45 

For War Department. 894,368,407 36 
For Navy Department 42,674,569 69 

Total Expenditures $474,744,778 16 

Leaving Balance in Treasury 

July 1, 1862 $13,043,546 81 

Yuak. unmno Junk 30, 1863, the EccEm's roii tee last 
Tehee Quarters being Estimated. 

nUCBIPTS. 


From Balance in Treasury $13,013,546 81 

From Customs, Lands, etc 70,374,777 07 

From Direct Tax, 11,620,717 99 

From Internal Duties 85,456,303 73 


Total Eeeeipts $180,495,345 60 


EXPENUITORES. 

For Civil List, etc. . . . $32,811,543 23 
FoiTnterior Department 6,982,906 43 
For War Department. 747,359,828 98 
For Navy Department 82,177,510 77 
For Interest on Pnldic 
Debt.... 25,014,532 07 

Total, besides Public 

Debt. $893,346,321 48 

Deduct sum estimated 

to be undrawn 200,000,000 00 

Total Expenses for G ov- 

ernmeutamltheWar $693,346,321 48 
Add payments of Pub- 
lic Debt which will 
become due.. 95,212,456 14 

Total Expenditures for the year. $788,558, 777 62 

Excess of Expenditures over di- 
rect Income $608,063,432 02 

From Loans have been 
received up to Nov. 

30, and applied to the 
expenses of the Year. $200,129,71/ 01 
I’ho estimated addi- 
tional Receipts from 


sources under exist- 
ing hirvs are 131,021, 197 35 

Total estimate/i Receipts Irmn all 
sources S331.1.6U,914 36 

Showing a total Delkieiicy of. . . $276,912,517 oo 


YE.ut ESDIKG June 30, 1864 iJh.Tm'A i i;u >. 

KECEXITS. 

From Custonis $79,0(10,009 Oij 

From Litnd.s X'o.oO*) oo 

From Mbsctllaneons Sources 3,00ij./()0 no 

From Internal Duties i OD.oon.fiOi) on 

i\ggreg!ite $223,025.(!Ofi ni) 

EXPE.\ItITUllKS. 


I Balance of former appropriation.^ 


mated to be mie.xpcu(h;d July 1 

, 1863 $29(t/!09 

.099 

09 

For Civil S(Tvice, etc 

25. 

091, 

51» 

OS 

For Interior Department 

pi. 

3 0). 

577 

01 

Fur the War Department .. 

738 


,146 

bO 

For the Navv De[iartnient 

68. 

,257, 

255 

i»l 

For Interest on Pul/lic Ticbt 

33 


890 

50 

Principal on Public Debt 

19. 

,384,804 

16 


Total $'1,0.(5,413,163 56 

Of this amount of $1,095,413,183 50 it 
I is estimated that there will reinaiu 
} undrawn on the 30th of June, 1864. 

j the .sum of 2uU.ij0u,000 00 

__ — 

Aggregate for the year c:845, 113,183 o6 

'file estimated Receipts, as before .stated, 
for that year arc placed at 223, 02-5, 000 09 

Leaving to be provided for l>y Dians, the 
sum of $622,388,183 56 

Mr. Ciiase rocoiiiiaended iliat tlio 
deficiency Jur tlio cnrreiit yt'ar ]>e mised 
by loans, and that no more Ligal tender 
notes be issued. 

Tbougii the niiiioriiy in Corigre.s.$, con- 
sisting of most of the inenibers from the 
border vStates an<l many of tlte Demo- 
crats, made streiiuou.s opposition, the 
niajorit}'', devoted to tlie Administration, 
succeeded in overcoming all re.^i, stance, 
and voting every measure of the tiov- 
eriimeut. The triumph of the Demo- 
crats in various eloetions, in the Middle 
and "Western States, had encouraged 
some of their representatives to oppose 
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vigorously the war policy of the party 

of the loyal States, not excepting negroes 


1 

in power. Mistaking the popular vote 

and Indians, between the ages of 20 and 


1 

for an indication of a desire on the part 

46, were enrolled into a national militia, 



of the people for peace, a few Demo- 

and the President empowered to call 



cratic leaders, -who had early avowed 

them into the service of the United 



their aversion to the war, ventured now 

States for three years, or the war. The 



in Congress to advocate a compromise 

militia thus enrolled was divided into 



and truce with the enemy. The Re- 

two classes ; 1st, persons between 20 



publicans, with a more shrewd apprecia- 

and 35, whether married dr single, and 



tion of the popular sentiment, believed 

these between 35 and 45, if unmarried ; 



that the people were not yet discouraged, 

and 2d, married men between 35 and 



and would not only frown upon the 

45. The only exemptions were the 



hasty peace-makers, but favor the most 

President and Vice-President, and one 



belligerent. The elections, which had 

adult male in each family where there 



resulted unfavorably to the Republican 

were aged parents or infant children 



party, were attributed by its leaders to 

dependent upon his labor for support. 



a popular dissatisfaction with the conduct 

By the payment of the sum of $300, 



of the rwar, rather than with the war 

however, to the Government, an exemp- 



itself. They thus hoped that by in- 

tion could be obtained by any drafted per- 



crea'sed energy in carrying on hostilities 

son. By this provision it was supposed 



for the future, they might again recover 

that clergymen, teachers, and others, be- 



the favor of the people, which had been 

longing to the wealthier classes, might 



temporarilj’’ lost by the mistakes and 

he relieved from a service which they 



delays of the past. They, accordingly, in 

were unable or disinclined to perform. 



spite of the opposition of a small but 

while they were contributing a sum 



vigorous minority in Congress, the par-* 

which would obtain a substitute among 



tial success of the Democratic party, and 

the needy or warlike. 



the unfavorable legislative action of 

The Finance Bill empowered the 



some of the Border and Middle States, 

President to issue $650,000,000 of legal 



determined to bestow upon the Gov- 

tender paper currency in addition to the 



ernment the utmost power for the exe- 

$300,000,000 primarily authorized. Of 



cution of its purposes. Thus resolved, 

this amount, $150,000,000 were to he 



they enacted a series of measures which 

of the kind already in circulation, and 



gave the President almost despotic au- 

the $400,000,000 remaining, to be in- 



thority, The principal of these were the 

terest-bearing notes, which might he 



acts of conscription, finance, and indem- 

either a legal tender themselves, or ex- 



nity, by which tho Executive was en- 

changeable for such, on presentation. 



dowed with the command of the sword, 

By this bill the President was moreover 



the purse, and the person. 

authorized to negotiate, on such terms 



By the Conscription Bill, all the males 

as he should deem proper, United States 




ACTS OF CONGKESS, 


The separation of Western noin 
crii Virginia, necessarily without the 
consent of the latter State, and its a - 
mission into the Federal Union as a new 
State, was another stretch of powei 
which a Congress not oversorupulous m 
regard to its constitutional oW.gations 
did not hesitate to make, dhe Pies 
dent, though supposed to have hesi a c 
in giving his sanction to a me^ure w u 
was expressly forbidden by the etlei c 

constitutional law, finally^ A,t„, 
assent to the act admitting Wesiei 

Yirginia into the Union. 


; national vexation nr regard to 
tting out, in British ports, of the 
la, Alabama, and other vessels, for 
srvice of the Southern Goniederacy , 
ented through Congress hy an act 
^ by that body giving authority to 
the President to issue letters of marque. 

On the 4th of Ynrcli the Thirty- 
seventh Congress adjourned. Its acts, 
Xi tve have recorded, will always he 
memorable in the history of the country 
as the most prodigal concessions of 
1 porsomil rights ever voluntarily made 
by a free people. Nothing could ludi- 
mnvf* clearlv Ihe national devotion 
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to the Union than this profusion of 
sacrifice in its cause. 

On the 12th of January, 1863, Jef- 
ferson Davis delivered his message to 
the Confederate Congress assembled at 
Eichmond. Commencing with a revievr 
of past military operations, he said : 

The history of the two years of 
our national existence affords ample 
cause for congratulation, and demands 
the most fervent expression of our 
thankfulness to the Almighty Father 
who has blessed our cause. We are 
justified in asserting, with a pride surely 
not unbecoming, that these Confederate 
States have added another to the lessons 
taught by history for the instruction of 
man ; that they have afforded another 
example of the impossibility of subjugat- 
ing a people detei-mined to be free, and 
have demonstrated that no superiority 
of numbers or available resources can 
overcome the resistance offered by such 
valor in combat, such constancy under 
suffering, and such cheerful endurance 
of privation as have been conspicuously 
displayed by this people in the defence 
of tiieir rights and liberties. The autici- 
pations with wFich we entered into the 
contest have now ripened into a con- 
viction, which is not only shared with us 
by the common opinion of neutral nations, 
but is evidently forcing itself upon our 
enemies themselves. 'If we but mark 
the liistoiy of the present year by res- 
olute perseverance in the path we liave 
hitherto pursued, by vigorous effort in 
the development of all our resources for 
defence, aisd by the continued exhibition 
of the same unfaltering courage in our 


soldiers, and able conduct in their leaders, 
as have distinguished the past, we have 
every reason to expect that this will be 
the closing year of the war.” 

In regard to the policy of foreign 
governments relative to the war, Mr. 
Davis complained that, though “nomi- 
nally impartial,” it had been “practically 
most favorable to our enemies and most 
detrimental to us ;” but he found con- 
solation in the correspondence between 
France and England and Russia on the 
subject of mediation. 

Though generally so subdued in tone 
and dignified in expression, Mr. Davis 
seemed to have lost all self-control 
when alluding to his enemies, whose 
conduct he passionately denounced. 

In regard to finance, Mr. Davis rec- 
ommended the adoption of some com- 
prehensive system, as follows : 

“ The increasing public debt, the great 
augmeiitation in the volume of the cur- 
rency, with its necessary concomitant of 
extravagant prices for all articles of con- 
sumption, the want of revenue from a 
taxation adequate to support the public 
credit, all unite in admonishing us that 
energetic and wise legislation alone can 
prevent serious embarrassment in our 
monetary affairs. It is my conviction 
that the people of the Coulederacy will 
freely meet taxation on a scale adequate 
to the maintenance of the public credit 
and the support of their government. 
When each family is sending forth its 
most precious ones to meet exposure in 
camp and death in battle, what ground 
can there he to doubt the disposition to 
devote a tithe of its income, and more. 


1 


if more be necessary, to provide tne 
o-overnnient witli means for insuring the me 
comfort of its defenders? If our ene- foi 
mies submit to an excise on every com- pr 
inodity they produce, and to the daily or 
presence of the tax-gatherer, with no oi 
higher motive than the hope of' success de 
their wicked designs against us, the m 
suggestion of an unwillingness on the st 
part of this people to submit to the tax- m 
ation necessary for the success of their n 
defence is an imputation on their patriot- t 
ism that tew will be disposed to make, h 
and that none can justity.” ^ P 

The message, after a general reteience - 
to the operations of the various depart- 
ments of state, closed ^yith this- esultmg 
account of the progress of the Southern ^ 

Confederacy': . 

“Our armies,” boasted Mr. Daus, 
“are larger, better disciplined, and more 
thoroughly armed and ecpprpec an 
at any previous V ^ 

energies of a whole natmm 
the single object of success m i 

th accomplished marvels and many 

of our trials have by bLsfos 

dence been converted into blessuvs 

the nerils which we 
The magnitude of the per ^ 

encountered have developed the 

. j •m.ofrotcd the heroic char- 

.qualities and .lining for the 

acter of our people, thus « 

Confederacy from its birth a J ^t . i p^^^^ 

. elation from the ™ tlie 

Tic i„,. 

interruption ot toiC c .Ipvelop- 

received compensation b\ 

ments ot our internal ro-ure . C - 

.on crown our for«^ 
from the proceeds of mines i 


iUrUeH^CS UI.U.AU -~-o ^ i 

moimtaiii caves yield much of tne nitie 
for the mamlfactiire of powder, and 
promise increase of product, .tiorii oiii 
own foundries and laboratories, from 
our own armories and workshops!, we 
derive, in a great measure, the warlike 
material, the ordnance and ordnance 
stores, which are expended so profusely 
in the numerous and desperate engage- 
ments that rapidly succeed each other 
Cotton and woollen fabrics, shoes and 
harness, wagons- and giiii^carnages 
produced in daily increasing cp.imi .i im. 
by the factories springing into existence. 
Our fields, no longer whitened by cotton 

that cannot be exported, are devoted to 
the production of cereals and the giowt 
of stock formerly purchased with the 
' proceeds of cotton. In the homes ot 
1 our noble and devoted women-withoul 
^ whose sublime sacrifices our succe-ss 
e would have been impossible— Ae noise 

0 of the loom and the spirming-wheei may 
^ be heard throughout tlie land. 

" The action of the Confederate Con- 

gress was chiefly confined to measures 

b domestic interest. The resolu ions, 

V' ox’-pr oifered in favor of procliiim- 
'Q howevei, omieu ix. i, 

,J in.T the free navigation ot Ac _M.s.s s- 

sippi wnth the view of conciliating the, 

■ loth people of the Northwest, opened 

Cbiect of wider import. This ac- 

Hmwas imganstivl ; by .the aversion to 
tl.p war thouoht to 

i-ie a continuance tft tin., wai ^ 

l,e indicated by the re.siilt ol the elec- 

t of ftic 'Western btutes, 

n- tions m oi m 

L and was designed to eiieoiirage the sup- 
posed inclinations of their inhabitants 

nd to peace. 


1 ’ 
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CHAPTER XLYI. 


Emancipation Proclamation of the 1st of January, 1863. — ^IIow it was received. — Approval and Joy of the Pmpublicans. 
— Objections of the Democrats. — State Resolutions.— Agitation of the People. — Sudden Reaction. — The Govern- 
ment Supported. — Action of certain Democratic Leaders. — Loyal Leagues. — Rage at the South. — Jefferson Davis 
excited. — Revengeful Counter-Proclamation. — General Butler Outlawed. — Effect in Europe of the Proclamation 
of Davis. — ^The Confederate Congress opposes the Retaliatory Propositions of Davis. — Effect of the Emancipation 
Proclamation in Europe. — Earl Russell’s Condemnation. — ^The Imperial Press of France condemns. — The Working- 
men of Great Britain approve. 


Although great efforts had been made 
by the leaders of the Democratic 

1863 

party, and the representatives in 
Congress of the border slave States, to 
induce President Lincoln to swerve from 
his purpose, he persisted in giving full 
effect, to his proclamation of September 
22d, 1862. On the 1st of January, 
1863, he accordingly issued this second 
proclamation, confirmatory of the first : 

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES 
OF AMERICA. 

A PROCLAMATION. 

“ Whereas, on the twenty-second day 
of September, in tbe year of our Lord 
one thousand eight hundred and sixty- 
two, a proclamation was issued by the 
President of the United States, contain- 
ing, among other things, the following, 
to wit : 

“ ‘ That on the first day of January, in 
the year of our Lord one thousand eight 
hundred and sixty-three, all persons 
held as slaves within any State or des- 
ignated part of a State, the people 
whereof shall then be in rebellion against 
the United States, shall be then, thence- 
forth, and forever free, and the executive 


Government of the United States, in- 
cluding the military and naval authority 
thereof, will recognize and maintain the 
freedom of such persons, and will do no 
act or acts to repress such persons or 
any of them in any effort they may 
make for their actual freedom.' 

“‘That the Executive wiU, on the 
first day of January aforesaid, by proc- 
lamation, designate the States and parts 
of States, if any, in which the people 
therein respectively shall then be in 
rebellion against the United States ; and 
the .fact that any State, or the people 
thereof, shall on that day be in good 
faith represented in the Congress of the 
United States by members chosen there- 
to at elections wherein a majority of the 
qualified voters of such State shall have 
participated, shall, in the absence of 
strong countervailing testimony, be 
deemed conclusive evidence that such 
State, and the people thereof, are not 
then in rebellion against the United 
States.’ 

“How, therefore, li Abraham Lincolh, 
President of the United States, by virtue 
of the power in me vested as com- 


maiuler-in-dncf of the army and nary i mei 
of the ITuited States, in time of actual md 
armed rebellion against the authority ml 
and Government of the United States, ofi 
and as a lit and necessary war measure 
for suppressing said rehellion, do, on ph 
this first day of January, in the year of frc 
our Lord one thousand eight hundred sel 
and sixty-three, and in accordance with thi 
mv purpose so to do publicly proclaimed lal 
for the full period of one hundred days 
from the day of the first above-men- fa 
tioncd order, designate as the States co 
and parts of States wherein the people ai 
thereof respectively are this day m le- g< 
. hellion against the United States, the of 

following, to wit : , 

“Arkansas, Texas. Louisiana (ex- 
cept the parishes of St. Bernard. Plac- h 
Quemines, Jefferson, St. John, i.t. ^ 
Charles St. James, Ascension, Assump- u 

St. Martin, and Orleans, mcludiiio ^ 

city of New Orleans), Missisappi, Ala- 

bama, Florida, Georgia, South Carohim 

M Carolina, -d W?- 

the forty-eight counties designatod m 

West Virginia, and also the conn ms ^ 

Berkelev. Accomac, Northampton, Elm.v - 

VrmceBS Aim, and s 
betli City, York, luncebb ^ ^ 

Norfolk, including the 

and Portsmouth, and which exteptod 

, for the present, left preeiseh ^ 

parts are, roi mo 

as if this proclamation were not i=- - V 
as n uuf. I nower and lor 

“ And by virtue of the ponoi 

the purposl aforesaid, I do^^^ 

Paris 

:;rterltirheneeforitoi.«^^^ 

. „.nd that the executive (.«vm 


meiitoithe uiiuea Dtaies, ; 

military and naval authorities thereof, | 

will recognize and iiiaiiitain the f,i-eef.iuiii ; 

of said persons. J 

“ And I hereby enjoin upon the peo- | 
pie so declared to be free, to abstain | 
from all violence, unless in necebs^aiv j 

self-defence ; and I recommend to tlieni | 
that in all cases, when allowed, they 

i ■ labor feithfnlly for reasonable wages, 

5 ‘'And I further declare and niake 
! known that such persons, of^ suitable 
s condition, will be received 
3 armed service of 'the tmited, btates, to 
. garrison forts, positions, statioiis, ana 
e other places, and to man vessels of ail 
sorts in said service. 

. “And upon thk sincerely be leved to 

he an act of justice, warranted by the 

t, constitution, upon militai-y '“''P'; _ 

invoke the considerate judgment oi m,.n 
V-, kind and the gracious favor of Aliiug a 

V “ In witness whereof I have 
1 set mv hand and caused the seal Oi the 
; ; United States to be affi-xed. 

fotlJoini at the city of Washington, tins 

I 1 f Tmnmrv in the vear ol our 
A first day ot .Jaiimii} , in , 

.w Lord one thousand eight liuadie l a 

■a sixtv-thtoe. and of the iudependence ot 

,lJ the 'united States of Amenea the eightv - 

fa seventh. Abuahxm LiKConx. 

EiW U By the Pretideiit : 

“ WiLLlAit H. SFAVAim, ^ 

a Secretary of btate. 

it tlie North, this 'document was 
, ,...,,0-0.1 according b> tl'‘- 

ves Tlie Re)uibli- 

.vHc; rmlitieal buis id f ' . 

Vil cans highly approved -'tl sa,,^n,. 

f.laulieipatcdinauediate advantage tie, n. 
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measure wliicli tliej had long demanded 
as necessary to suppress the rehellioii. 
The Democrats strenuously objected, 
and denoiiiiced the “ radical” policy of 
the President as fatal to the cause of 
the Union. For a time party spirit 
was so excited that it was feared the 
Uortli itself might become the scene 
of civil strife. The policy of the Presi- 
dent was denounced by legislative reso- ' 
lutions which were passed in some of 
the States, as in blew Jersey and in 
Kentucky, and only defeated in others, 
as ill Illinois and Indiana, by political 
management. 

While this storm was at its height^ 
threatening the safety of the state, there 
^me a sudden lull, calming popular 
agitation and allaying factious discord. 
The Government, just before tottering 
under the tumult of eontending parties, 
now ■ suddenly- -restimedits; firmness, ^sus- 
tained by the steady support of the 
people. This surprising change, as 
mysterious as the varying phenomena 
of nature, was accompaiiied by circuiu- 
staiices wKicli excite curiosity but per- 
plex inquiry. Popular leaders who, but 
a few clays before, had clenouiiced the 
Government and counselled opposition, 
now praised : the one and deprecated 
the other. Attempts have been made 
to solve the mystery of this sudden 
chai ige . Some have flattered themselves 
that tliey discovered the solution in tlie 
foimidublc ailitnde of a million of armed 
men under the control of the Govcni- 
mcut ; some, in the scorn with which 
the enemy had treated those agitators, 
whose action was supposed to be con- 


ciliatory toward them ; some, malicious- 
ly disposed, suggested that the solution 
was to be found in a discreet fear of an 
Executive endowed with almost absolute 
power, or a corrupt desire of currying 
favor with so mighty a potentate ; while 
the charitably inclined attributed this 
unexpected political conversion to the 
patriotic motive of checking the rising 
anarchy by a sacrifice of personal opinion 
to the general harmony. 

The Kepublicans now shrewdly strove 
to secure the permanent adhesion of 
their newly acquired Democratic co- 
adjutors by the formation of “ loyal 
leagues,” the members of which were 
pledged to unconditional support of the 
Government during the war. By this 
means, those whose facility of conversion 
might create a doubt of the constancy 
of their convictions, were fixed in the 
faith. Struck in the heat, they were 
so firmly welded, that when cooled to 
their original temper and disposed to fly 
off, they would be unable to escape from 
the combination, however incongruous. 

The insurgents of the South, while 
they affected to believe that President 
Lincoln'’s emancipation proclamation 
would prove of no effect in weakening 
their hold upon the slaves, could not 
conceal their rage at its issue. Jellbrson 
Davis lost his usual mastery over Jus 
temper, and issued a revengoful counter- 
proclamation. I]i this document, an- 
ticipating the appearance of Mr. Liiuioln’s 
proclamation, he not only threatened 
retaliation in case that should bo carried 
into eilect, but invoked retribution upon 
General Butler for his acts at Kew 



bUilew ciiargecl with outrage. of Daris .siioclovl Iht iV-:*-uiU iu 

‘‘I, Jciloi-son Davis,” declared that who hud liirJiCu1.o ;i t.cid'-r 

official, ‘‘President of the Confederate regard fe- iiLs iritereers aijl l.r^n-ied: 
States of America, and in their name, loudly of Li,:; mod.-rpticaj. la--:-. :;r;d g'.'o i 
do pronounce and declare the said Ben- taste. Eveii the C;r;jvrws of ;A,.- 1 ’-inf'-'l- 
jamiii F, Butler to be a felon, deserving crates donlfte;! Tin.* poiiev of rr.i;.rio:i 
of capital punishment. I do order tliat siiggesOnl 1,3- ih A- Prod hoit. c..;] 
he shall no longer be considered or resoluii(,r:i,< ;a,'lv nvc to- ii' cn"--’;’'-!- o. 
treated simply as a public enemy of tlie In Euronty t'he oni.i;.>-f:-'e‘. io-o pro--!;?- 
Goiifederate States of America, but as mation of Pj^osidioiit [.inooio w;;-; .‘eoi lo/ 
an outlaw and common enemy of man- the ruling 0];;. v,ooh si<yo--' of 

kind, and that, in the event of his caj)- dhsntisfmfion. [.onoyliu.-.:;/;' phii-riirhrop.d! 
tiire, the officer in command of the motive in it,- i;--!! -. I'ow d.-ntmoc-'d. i; a-^ 
capturing force do cause lum to be a viudietive war moo'-uro. ’E;;rl 
immediately executed by hanging.” iliQ foreign se-crou;ry of the JliPish 
In regard to Butler’s subordinates, Govenmienr, a fair oxnoiomi probahl\’ 
Jederson Davis ordered : of aristocratic (iitinion in England, thus 

“ That all the commissioned ofheers ' cmpliatieally gave in his verdict of 
in the command of said Benjamin F. ; condemnation : 

Butler be declared not entitled to be j “ fdr Loud he wrote to Lord ivvons 
considered as soldiers engaged in lion- An n dispatcli, Jan. ITth, ISdo — “The 
orahle warfare, but as robbers and i proclamation of the President of the 
criminals deserving death ; and that | United States, inclosed in your lord- 
they and each of them be, whenever i ships dispatcli of the 2d inwt.. appears 
captured, reserved for execution.” | to be of a very strange natin*e. 

President Lincoln’s proclamation of i “ I.t profes.scs to euiancipato all slaves 
emancipation was responded to by the in places wnere the Lnitcd states asiiiioi- 
vindictive order : ' | ities eaimot exercise any jurisdiction 

“That all negro slaves captured minor make eiiuineipaiion a I'ealiry : but 
arms be at once delivered over to the | it dioes not slecree eia-a 
executive authorities of the respective in rrny Stales ^ a- parts .)f biates cnsnipied 
States to which they belong, to be dealt by Federal troops, awl to Ihiitefl 

with according to the laws of said States. Stm os juris.liciiom mml henc Pm vef n-e, 

“That the like orders be executed in , emauei}Kitioii, it' d.-corcod, might have 

all cases with respect to all commissioned ; been earned, mio effijet. 

officers of the United States when found | “ It would .smun to Ibihov that in tlic 

.jilid s:l;!ves in ' border States, an-d a!s>> 1:.' .New Orleans. 
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I 1 measure whicli thej had long demanded 

1 I as necessary to suppress the rebellion. 

I I The Democrats strenuously objected, 

I j and denounced the “ radical” policy of 

j I the President as fatal to the cause of 

I i the Union. Por a time party spirit 

was so excited that it was feared the 
Uorth itself might become the scene 
of civil strife. The policy of the Presi- 
dent was denounced by legislative reso- ‘ 

lutions which were passed in some of 
i ^ 

\ the States, as in New Jersey and in 

I Kentucky, and only defeated in others, 

j as ill Illinois and Indiana, by political 

I I management. 

I I While this storm was at its height, 

I I threatening the safety of the state, there 
j I #,me a sudden lull, calming popular 
I I agitation and allaying factious discord, 
i i The Go vernment, just before tottering 
j I under the timiult of contending parties, 

\ j now suddenly resumed its firmness, sus- 
j I taiiied by the steady support of the 
5 I people. This surprising change, as 

I I ^ ^ 

j I i).iysterious as the varying phenomena 
I \ of nature, was accompanied by circum- 
I I sla rices which excite cuiiosity hut per- 
I I plex inquiry. Popular leaders who, hut 
\ I a few days holbre, had denounced the 

id T 

I i Government and coLinseUed opposition, j 
j j now praised the one and deprecated 

! I 

I 1 the other. Attempts have been made 
to solve the mystery of this sudden 
change. Some have liattcred themselves 
that they discovered the solution in the 
formidable attitude of a million of armed 
men under the control of the Govern- 
ment ; some, in the scorn with which 
the enemy had treated those agitators, 
whose action was supposed to he con- 


ciliatory toward them ; some, malicious- 
ly disposed, suggested that the solution 
was to be found in a discreet fear of an 
Executive endowed with almost absolute 
power, or a corrupt desire of currying 
favor with so mighty 'a potentate ; while 
the charitably inclined attributed this 
unexpected political conversion to the 
patriotic motive of checking the rising 
anarchy by a sacrifice of personal opinion 
to the general harmony. 

The Kepublicans now shrewdly strove 
to secure the permanent adhesion of 
their newly acquired Democratic co- 
adjutors by the formation of “ loyal 
leagues,” the members of which were 
pledged to unconditional support of the 
Government during the war. By this 
means, those whose facility of conversion 
might create a doubt of the constancy 
of their convictions, were fixed in the 
faith. Struck in the heat, they were 
so firmly welded, that when cooled to 
their original temper and disposed to fly 
off, they would be unable to escape from 
the combination, however incongruous. 

The insurgents of the South, while 
they afiected to believe that President 
Lincoln’s emancipation pro(Tamalion 
would prove of no effect in wetikening 
their hold upon the slaves, could not 
conceal their rage at its issue. Jelferson 
Davis lost his usual mastery over his 
temper, and issued a revengeful counter- 
proclamation. In this document, an- 
ticipating the appearanee of Mr. Lincoln’s 
proclamation, he not only threatened 
retaliation in case that should be carried 
into effect, hut invoked retribution upon 
General Butler for his acts at New 


DAVIS’ DEROCITY. 


Orleans, and oilier officers of the United 
Stales charged with outrage. < 

“ I, Jofferson Davis,” declared that ' 
official, “ Frosideiit of the Confederate 
Stales of America, and in ilieir name, 
do pronounce and declare the said Ben- 
jamin U. Butler to be a felon, deserving 
of capital punishment. I do order that 
ho shall no longer he considered or 
treated simply as a public enemy of the 
Confederate States of America, but as 
an outlaw and common enemy of man- 
kind, and tliat, in tlie event of his cap- 
ture, the officer in command of the 
capturing force do cause him to be 
immediate^ executed by hanging. 

In regard to Butler^s subordinates, 
Jefferson Davis ordered : 

“That all the commissioned officers 
in the command of said Benjamin F. 
Butler be declared not entitled to be 
considered as soldiers engaged in hon- 
orable warfare, but as robbers and 


criminals deserving death 


and that 


VjX 

tliey and each of them be, whenever 
(.‘.aptuianl, reserved for execution.” 

Fr<isident Lincoln’s proclamation of 
emancipation was responded to by the 
vindictive order : 

“Tlmt all negro slaves captured iii 
anus 1)0 at once adivorod over to the 
cxo,,)ulive aulliorilics of the respective 
Stales to which they belong, to bo dealt 
with accovdiug to the laws ot said blatos. 

“ That the like orders be executed m 
all cases with respect to all commissioned 
officers of the United States when found 
serving in company with said shnes m 

insurrection against the n 

the different States of this Coutedeiacj . 


The ferocious spirit of this proclamation 
of Davis shocked his friends in Europe, 
who had hitherto professed such a tendei 
regard for his interests and boasted so 
loudly of his moderation, tact, and good 
taste. Even the Congress of the Confed- 
erates doubted the polic}^ of retaliation 
suggested by their President, and passed i 
resolutions adverse to its exercise. 

Ill Europe, the emancipation procla- 
mation of President Lincoln was met by 
the ruling classes wdth expressions ol 
dissatisffiction. Denying all philanthropic 
motive in its issue, they denounced it as 
a vindictive war measure. Earl Russell, 
the foreign secretary of the British 
Covernment, a fair exponent probably 
of: aristocratic opinion in England, thus 
emphatically gave in his verdict ot 

condemnation : 

“My Lord he wrote to Lord Lyons 
in a dispatch, Ja,n. 17th. 1863-“The 
proclamation of the President of the 
i United States, inclosed in your lord- 
. ship’s dispatch of the 2d iiist., appears 
to be of a very strange nature. 

“ It professes to emancipate all slaves 
, in places where the United States author- 
ities cannot exercise any juiisdiCiOii 
1 nor make emancii>ation a realit}' ; but 
e it does not decree emancipation of slaves 
e in any States or parts of Skates occupied 
.t by Federal troops, and subject to United 

States jurisdiction, and where, Uierefore, 
n emancipation, if decreed, might ha\t. 
cl been carried into effect. ^ 

cl “It would seem to follow that m the 
.n border States, and also in Xew Orleans, 
,f a slave owner may recover liis fuptive 
2' slave by the ordinary process ot law, 
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j but that ill the ten States in which the 
proclamation decrees emancipation, a 
I fugitive slave arrested by legal warrant 
I may resist, and his resistance, if success- 

I fill, is to be upheld and aided by the 

I United States authorities and the United 
I States armed forces. 

I ‘ ‘ The proclamation, therefore, makes 

I slavery at once legal and illegal, and 
I makes slaves either punishable for run- 

I ning away from their masters, or entitled 
\ to be supported and encouraged in so 
1 I doing, according to the locality of the 
i I plantation to which they belong, and 

I I the loyalty of the State in which they 
I I ma}’’ happen to be. 
j j “ There seems to be no declaration of 
I j a principle adverse to slavery in this 

j I proclamation. It is a measure of war, 

I I and a measure of wmr of a very c|ues- 

i tionable kind. 

1 “As President Lincoln has twice 

j appealed to the judgment of mankind 


in his proclamation, I venture to say I 
do not think it can or ought to satisfy 
the friends of abolition, who look for 
total and impartial freedom for the slave, 
and not for vengeance on the slave 
owner.” 

The official journals of France, rep- 
resenting the views of the Emperor 
and his Grovernment, gave expression to 
similar opinions. The people, however, 
both English and French, accepted the 
proclamation of Mr. Lincoln as a sincere 
effort in the cause of freedom, and 
although disappointed at the restrictions 
to the act of emancipation, generously 
attributed them to the force of circum- 
stances beyond the control of the Presi- 
dent. Such was the approval of Mr. 
Lincoln’s action among many in England, 
that large assemblages of the people 
gathered in the manufacturing districts 
and voted resolutions and addresses of 
sympathy and admiration. 


CHAPTER XLTII. 


G-eneral Grant assumes the Command iu Person, and. appears before Vicksbnrg.—Grant's Eeport of his Operations. — 
General Sherman’s Operations.— Sherman’s Eeport. — Siege of Vicksburg. — Sm-render of Vicksburg. 



i 

i 
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After the unsuccessful attempts hy 
Generals Sherman and McClernand 
with the co-operation of the fleet 
under Admiral Porter, to flank and 
capture the enemy's great stronghold 
on the Mississippi, General Grant as- 
sumed the command in person. With 
a largely increased force, that amounted 
to about a hundred and fifty thousand 


men, and the continued aid of the navy, 
General Grant began that series of 
operations which I'csulted, after an un- 
exampled exercise of skill, toil, and 
patience, ip capturing Yicksburg. His 
own succinct and comprehensive narra- 
tive is the most autlientie record of the 
great work. 

“Erom the monient of taking com- 
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inaiui in person,” says General Grant in 
his official report, July 6tli, 1863, ‘-'I 
became svitisiied tiiat Vicksburg could 
only be turned from the south side, and, 
in accordiuice with this conviction, I 
prosecuted the work on the canal, which 
had been located by Brigadier-General 
Williams across the peninsula, on the 
Louisiana side of the river, with all 
vigor, hoping’ to make a clianriel which 
would pass transports for moving the 
army and cari'ying supplies to the new 
base of opei’atious tlms prqvided. The 
t;xsk was much more lierculean than it 
a,li lirst a})peared, and was made much 
more so by the almost continuous rains 
tiiat fell during the whole of the time 
this work was . prosecuted. The river, 
too, continued to rise aiid make a large 
expenditure of labor necessary to keep 
the water out of our camps and the 
canal. 

“ finally, on the 8th of March, the 
rapid rise of the river, and the conse- 
quent great pressure upon the dam 
across the canal, near the upper end, at 
the main Mississippi levee, caused it to 
give wajr and let through the low lands 
back of our camps a torrent of water 
tiiat separated the north and south 
shores of the peninsula as eifectually as 
if the Mississippi flowed between them. 
This occurred when the enterprise proni- 
ised success within a short time. There 
was some delay in trying to repair 
daniages. It was found, however, that 
with the then stage of water some other 
plan would liavo to be adopted lor 
getting below Aheksburg with transports. 

“ Captain P. E. Prime, chief engineer. 


and Colonel G. G. Pride, who was act- 
ing on my staff, prospsected a route 
through the bayous which run from near 
Milliken’s Bend on the north and New 
Carthage on the south through Roimd- 
away Bayou into the Tensas River. 
Their report of the practicability of this 
route determined me to commence work 
upon it. Having three dredge boats at 
the time, the work of opening this route 
was executed with great rapidity. One 
small steamer and a number of barges 
were taken through the channel tlius 
opened, but the river commencing about 
the middle of April to fall rapidly, and 
the roads becoming passable between 
Milliken's Bend and Hew Carthage, 
made it impracticable and unnecessary 
to open water communication between 
these points. 

“ Soon after commencing the first 
canal spoken of, I caused a channel to 
he cut from the Mississippi River into 
Lake Providence ; also one from the 
Mississippi River into Ooldwater, by 
way of Yazoo Pass. 

“I had no great expectations of im- 
portant results from the former of these, 
but having more troops than could be 
employed to advantage at Young’s Point, 
and knowing that Lake Providence was 
connected by Bayou Baxteiy With Bayou 
Macon, a navigable stream through 
which transports might pass into the 
Mississippi below, through Tensas. Wa- 
chita, and Red rivers, I thought it pos- 
sible that a route might be opened in 
that direction which would enable me 
to co-operate with General Banks at 
Port Hudson. 
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but tliat ill tlie ten States in wMcli the 


j I proclamation decrees emancipation, a 

i I fugitive slave arrested by legal warrant 

j j may resist, and his resistance, if success- 

I ful, is to be upheld and aided by the 
I United States authorities and the United 

I States armed forces. 

I I ‘‘The proclamation, therefore, makes 
j j slavery at once legal and illegal, and 

1 I makes slaves either punishable for run- 

i I niinr awa v from their masters, or entitled 

I ■ to be supported and encouraged in so 

I J doing, according to the locality of the 

I I plantation to which they belong, and 

I I the loyalty of the State in which they 

I I may happen to be. 

■; “ Tliere seems to be no declaration of 

j a principle adverse to slavery in this 

1 ' proelamation. It is a measure of war, 

I and a measure of war of a very qiies- 

} ^ ' ,, tionable , kind. ; ■ 

! President Lincoln has twice 

appealed to the judgment of mankind 


ill his proclamation, I venture to say I 
do not think it can or ought to satisfy 
: the friends of abolition, who look for 
total and impartial freedom for the slave, 
and not for vengeance on the slave 
owner.” ■ 

The official journals of Prance, rep- 
resenting the views of the Emperor 
and his Government, gave expression to 
similar opinions. The people, however, 
both English and French, accepted the 
jiroclaniation of Mr. Lincoln as a sincere 
eflhrt in the cause of freedom, and 
although disappointed at the restrictions 
to the act of emancipation, generously 
attributed them to the force of circum- 
stances beyond the control of the Presi- 
dent. Such was the approval of Mr. 
Lincoln’s action among maii}^ in England, 
that large assemblages of the people 
gathered in the manufacturing districts 
and voted resolutions and addresses of 
sympathy and admiration. 
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General Grant assiimes the Command in Person, and appears hefore Vicksbiirg.- 
GeaeralSherman’s Operations.— Sherman's Pieijort.— Siege of Vicksburg 


-Grant's Eeport of his Operations.' 
— Surrender of Vicksburg. 


After the unsuccessful attempts by 
Generals Sherman and McGleriiand 
with the co-operation of the fleet 
under Admfral Porter, to flank and 
capture the enemy’s great stronghold 
on the Mississippi, General Grant as- 
sumed the command in person. 'With 
a largely increased force, that auioimted 
to about a himdred and fifty {housaiid 


men, and the continued aid of the navy, 
General Grant began that series of 
operations which resulted, after an un- 
exampled exercise of skill, toil, and 
patience, in capturing Yickshiirg, His 
own succinct and comprehensive narra- 
tive is the most authentic record of the 
great work. 

“Prom the monieut of taking com- 
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mancl in person,” sajs General Grant in 
his official report, July 6th, 1863, “I 
became satisfied that Vicksburg could 
only be turned from the south side, and, 
in accordance with this conviction, I 
prosecuted the work on the canal, which 
had been located by Brigadier-General 
Williams across the peninsula, on the 
Louisiana side of the river, with all 
vigor, hoping to make a channel which 
would pass transports for moving the 
army and carrying supplies to the new 
base of operations thus provided. The 
task was much more herculean than it 
at first appeared, and was made much 
more so by the almost continuous rains 
that fell during the whole of the time 
this work was . prosecuted. The river, 
too, continued to rise and make a large 
expenditure of labor necessary to keep 
the water out of our camps and the 
canal. 

“ Finally, on the 8th of March, the 
rapid rise of the river, and the conse- 
quent great pressure upon the dam 
across the canal, near the upper end, at 
the main Mississippi levee, caused it to 
give way and let through the low lands 
back of our camps a torrent of water 
that separated the north and south 
shores of the peninsula as effectually as 
if the Mississippi flowed between them. 
This occurred when the enterprise prom- 
ised success within a short time. There 
was some delay in trying to repair 
damages. It was found, however, that 
with tlic then stage of water some other 
plan would have to be adopted for 
getting below Vicksburg with transports. 

“ Captain F. B. Prime, chief engineer, : 


and Colonel G. G. Pride, who was act- 
ing on my staff, prospected a route 
through the bayous which run from near 
Millikenh Bend on the north and Yew 
Carthage on the south through Bound- 
away Bayou into the Tensas liiver. 
Their report of the practicability of this 
route determined me to commerice work 
upon it. Having three dredge boats at 
the time, the work of opening this route 
was executed with great rapidity. One 
small steamer and a number of barges 
were taken through the channel thus 
opened, but the river commencing about 
the middle of April to fall rapidly, and 
the roads becoming passable between 
Millikenh Bend and Yew Carthage, 
made it impracticable and unnecessary 
to open water communication between 
these points. 

“Soon after commencing the first 
canal spoken of, I caused a channel to 
be cut from the Mississippi River into 
Lake Providence ; also one from the 
Mississippi River into Coldwater, by 
way of Yazoo Pass. 

“ I had no great expectations of im- 
portant results from the former of these, 
hut having more troops than could he 
employed to advantage at Young’s Point, 
and kno'wing that Lake Providence was 
connected by Bayou Baxter with Bayou 
Macon, a navigable stream through 
which traus[)orts might pass into tlie 
Mississippi below, through Tensas, Wa- 
chita, and P^ed rivers, I thought it pos- 
sible that a route might be opened in 
that direction which would enable mo 
to co-operate with General Banks at 
l^ort Hudson. 
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By the Yazoo Pass route I only 
expected at first to get into the Yazoo 
by way of Coidwater and Tallaliatciiie 
with some lighter gun-boats and a few 
troops, and destroy the enemj'^s trans- 
ports in that stream and some gun-boats 
which I knew he was building. The 
navigation,' however, proved so miicli 
better than had been expected, that I 
tliougbt for a time of the possibility of 
making this the route for obtaining the 
foothold on high land above Haines^ 
Bluff, Mississippi, and small-class steam- 
ers were accordingly ordered for trans- 
porting an army that way. Major- 
General J. B. McPherson, commanding 
seveiiteeutli army corps, was directed to 
hold his corps in readiness to move by 
this route ; ami one division from each 
the tliirteenth and fifteenth corps were 
collected near the entrance of the pass, 
to he added to his command. It soon 
became evident that a sufficient number 
of boats of the right class could not he 
obtained for the movement of more than 
one division. 

“ While my forces were opening one 
end of the pass the enemy was diligently 
closing the other end, and in this way 
succeeded in gainiug time to strongly 
fortify Greenwood, below the junction 
of : the ^ Tallahatchie and : Yallohusha. 
The advance of the expedition, consist- 
ing of one division of MeGieriiand'’s corps 
from Helena, commanded hy Brigadier- 
I General L/'F. Boss, and the Twelfth and 
Hevcntcenlli regiments Missouri infantry, 
from Sherman s corps, as sliarp-siiooters 
on the gun-boats, succeeded in reacliiug 
Coidwater on the 2d of March, after ) 


miiCii difficulty, and the partial disabling 
of most of the boats. From the entrance 
into Coidwater to Port Pemberton, at 
C4reeiiwood, Mississippi, no great diffi- 
culty of navigation was experienced, iior 
any interruption of magnitude from the 
enemy. Port .Pemberton extends from 
the Tallahatcliie to the Yazoo at Green- 
wood. Here the two rivers come within 
a few liimdred yards of each other. The 
laud around the fort is low, and at the 
time of the attack was entirely over- 
flowed. Owing to this fact, no move- 
ment could be made by the army to re- 
duce it, but all depended upon the ability 
of the gun-boats to silence the guns of 
the enemy and enable the transports to 
rim down and land troops immediately 
on the; fort itself After an engagement 
of several hours the gun-boats drew off, 
being unable to silence the batteries. 
Brigadier-General J. F. Quimhy, com- 
manding a division of McPhersoii^s corps, 
met the expedition under Ross with his 
division on its return near Port Pember- 
ton, on the 21st of March, and, being 
the senior, assumed command of the 
entire expedition, and returned to the 
position Ross had occupied. 

“On the, 23d day of March, I sent 
orders for the withdrawal of all the 
forces operating in that direction, for 
the purpose of concentrating my army 
at Milliken’s Bend. 

“ On the 14th day of March, Admiral 
I). J). Porter, commanding Mississippi 
squaih-on, informed me that he liad inade 
a recoil uoissance np Steel’s Bayou, and 
partially through Black Bayou toward 
Beer Creek, and so far as explored these 
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water-courses were reported navigable 
for the smaller iron-clads. Information 
given mostly, I believe, by the negroes 
of the country, was to the effect that 
Deer Creek could be navigated to Roll- 
ing Fork, and that from there, through 
the Sunflower to the Yazoo River, there 
V7as no question about the navigation. 
On the following morning I accompanied 
Admiral Porter in the ram Price — 
several iron-clads preceding us — up 
through Steel’s Bayou to near Black 
Bavou. 

“xlt this time our forces were at a 
dead-lock at Greenwood, and I looked 
upon the success of this enterprise as of 
vast importance. It would, if success- 
ful, leave Greenwood between two forces 
of ours, and w’oiild necessarily cause the 
immediate abandonment of that strong- 
hold. 

“ About thirty steamers of the enemy 
would have been destroyed or fallen into 
our hands. Seeing that the great ob- 
stacle to navigation, so far as I had gone, 
was from overhanging trees, I left Ad- 
miral Porter near Black Bayou and 
pushed hack to Young’s Point for the 
purpose of sending forward a pioneer 
corps to remove these difficulties. Soon 
after my return to Young’s Point, Ad- 
miral Porter sent back to me for a co- 
operating military force. Slierniaii was 
promptly sent with one division of his 
corps. The number of steamers suitable 
for the navigation of these bayous being 
limited, most of the force wms sent up 
the Mississippi River to Eagle's Bend, a 
point wdiere the river runs within one 
mile of Steel's' Bayou, tlius saving a.n 


important part of this difficult naviga- 
tion, The expedition failed, probably 
more from want of knowledge as to 
what would be required to open this 
route, than from any impracticability in 
the navigation of the streams and bayous 
tlirough which it was proposed to pass. 
Want of this knowledge led the expedi- 
tion on until difficulties were'encounter- 
ed, and tlieii it would become necessary 
to send back to Young’s Point for the 
means of removing tiieiii. This gave 
the enemy time to mo\"e forces to eflec- 
tiially checkmate farther progress, and 
the expedition was witlidrawii wlieii 
within a fe’W hundred yards of free and 
open navigation to the Yazoo. 

“ All this may have been j^rovidential 
in driving us ultimately to a line of 
operations which has proven eminently 
successful. 

“ As soon as I decided to open water 
commmiication from a point on the 
Mississippi neai' MiilikerdS' Bend to Yew 
Carthage, I determined to occupy the 
latter place, it being the first point be- 
low Yicksburg that could be reached by 
land at the stage of water then existing, 
and the occupancy of wdiicli, while it 
secured to us a point on the Mississippi 
River, would also protect the main line 
of commimication by water, xlccord- 
ingly, the thirteenth army corps, Major- 
G-eneral J. A, McOlernand commanding, 
wxis directed to take np its line of march 
on the 29th day of March, for Yew 
Carthage, the fifteenth and seventeenth 
corps to follow, moving no faster than 
supplies and ammunition could bo Lrans- 
ported to them. 
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“The roads though level were in* frequently while passing the enemy’s 
tolerably bad, and the movement was batteries, and the Henry Clay, by the 
therefore necessarily slow. Arriving at explosion of a shell, or by other means, 
Smith’s plantation, two miles from Hew was set on fire and entirely consumed. 
Carthage, it was found that the levee of The other two boats were somewhat 
Bayou Tidal was broken in several injured, but not seriously disabled. Ho 
places, thus leaving Hew Carthage an one on board of either was hurt, 
island. “ As these boats succeeded in getting 

“All the boats that could be were by so well, I ordered six more to be 
collected, from the difierent bayous in prepared in like manner for nmning the 
the vicinity, and others were built, but batteries. These latter, viz., Tigress, 
the transportation of an army in this Anglo-Saxon, Cheeseinan, Empire City, 
way was found exceedingly tedious. Horizonia, and Moderator, left Milliken's 
Another route had to be found. This Bend on the night of the 22d of April, 
was done by making a further march and five of them got by, but in a some- 
arouiid Tidal to Perkins’ plantation, a what damaged condition. The Tigress 
distance of twelve miles more, making received a shot in her hull below the 
the whole distance to be inarched from water line, and sunk on the Louisiana 
Millifcen’s Bend to reach water com- shore soon after passing the last of the 
mimication on the opposite side of the batteries. The crews of these steamers, 
point thirty -five miles. Over this dis- with the exception of that of the Forest 
tance, with bad roads to contend against. Queen, Captain D. Conway, and the 
supplies of ordnance stores and pro- Silver Wave, Captain McMillan, were 
visions had to be hauled by wagons, composed of volunteers from the army, 
with which to commence the campaign Upon the call for volunteers for this 
on the opposite side of the river. dangerous enterprise, officers and men 

“ At the same time that I ordered the presented themselves by hundreds, anx- 
occupatioii of Hew Carthage, prepara- ious to undertake the trip, 
tions were made for ruiming transports “ It is a striking feature, so far as my 
by the Ticksburg batteries witli Admiral observation goes, of the present volim- 
Porter’s gim-boat fleet. teer army of the United States, that 

“On the night of the 16th of April, there is nothing which men are called 
Admiral Porter’s fleet and the trans- upon to do, mechanical or professional, 
ports Silver Wave, Forest Q,iieen, and that accomplished adepts cannot be 
Henry Clay ran the Ticksburg batteries, found for the duty required in almost 
The boilers of the transport.s were every regiment. 

protected as well as possible with hay “ The transports injured in rimnii'g 
and cotton. More or less commissary the blockade were repaired by order of 
stores were put on each. All three Admiral Porter, who was supplied with 
of these boats were struck more or less the material for such repairs as they 
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required, and who was and is ever ready 

their fortifications too strong to be taken 



to afford all the assistance in his power 

from the water side. The whole range 



for the furtherance of the success of our 

of hills on that side was known to be 



arms. In a very short time five of the 

lined with rifle-pits ; besides, the field 



transports were in running order, and 

artillery could be moved to any position 



the remainder were in condition to he 

where it could be made useful in case 



used as barges, in the moving of troops. 

of an attempt at landing. This deter- 



Twelve barges loaded with forage and 

mined me to run again the enemy’s bat- 



rations were sent in tow of the last six 

teries, turn his position by effecting a 



boats that run the blockade ; one-half 

landing at Rodney, or at Bruinsburg, 



of them got through in a condition to 

between Grand Gulf and Rodney. Ac- 



be used. 

cordingl}' orders were immediately given 



“ Owing to the limited number of 

for the troops to debark at Hard Times, 



• transports below Yicksburg it was found 

Louisiana, and march across to the point 



necessary to extend our line of land 

immediately below Grand Gulf. At 

: 


travel to Hard Times, Louisiana, which, 

dark the gun-boats again engaged the 



by the circuitous route it was necessary 

batteries, and all the transports ran by, 



to take, increased the distance to about 

receiving but two or three shots in. -the 



seventy miles from Milliken’s Bend, our 

passage, and these without injury. I 



starting-point. 

had some time previously ordered a re- 



“ The thirteenth army corps being 

connoissance to a point opposite Bruins- 



all through to the Mississippi, and the 

burg, to ascertain if possible from per- 



seventeenth army corps well on the way. 

sons in the neighborhood the character 



so much of the thirteenth as could be 

of the road leading to the highlands back 



got on board of the transports and barges 

of Bruinsburg. During the night I 



were put aboard and moved to the front 

learned from a negro man that there 



of Grand Gulf on the 29 th of April. 

was a good road from Bruinsburg to 



The plan here was that the navy should 

Port Gibson, which determined me to 



silence the guns of the enemy, and the 

land there. 



troops land under cover of the gun-boats 

“ The work of ferrying the troops to 



and carry the place by storm. 

Bruinsburg was commenced at daylight 



“ At eight o’clock a.m. the navy made 

in the morning, the gun-boats as well as 



the attack, and kept it up for more than 

transports being used for the purpose. 



five hours in the most gallant manner. 

As soon as the thirteenth army corps 



Prom a tug out in the stream I witnessed 

was landed, and could draw three days’ 



the whole engagement. Many times it 

rations to put in haversacks (no wagons 



seemed to me the gun-boats were with- 

were aliowmd to cross until the troops 



in, pistol-shot of the enemy’s batteries. 

were all over), they were started on 



It soon became evident that the guns 

the road to. Port Gibson. I deemed it 



of the enemy were too elevated and 
■164 ■ ■ 

a matter of vast importance that the 
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highlands should he reached without 
resistance. 

“ The seventeenth corps followed as 
rapidly as it could be put across the 
river. 

“About two o’clock on the 1st of 
May, the advance of the enemy was met 
eight miles from Bruinsburg, on the 
road to Port G-ibson. He was forced to 
hrh back, but as it was dark, lie was not 
pursued far until daylight. Early on the 
morning of the 1st I went out, accom- 
panied by members of my staff, and 
found McGlernand 'with his corps en- 
gaging the enemy about four miles from 
Port Gibson. At this point the roads 
hranched in exactly opposite directions, 
both, however, leading to Port Gibson. 
The enemy had taken position on both 
branches, thus dividing as he fell hack 
the pursuing forces. The nature of the 
ground in that part of the country is 
such that a very small force could retard 
the progress of a much larger one for 
many hours. The roads usually run on 
narrow, elevated ridges, with deep and 
impenetrable ravines on either side. On 
the right were the divisions of Hovey, 
Carr, and Smith, and on the left the di- 
vision of Osterhaus, of McClernaiid’s 
corps. The three former succeeded in 
driving the enemy from position to posi- 
tion back toward Port Gibson steadily 
all day. 

“Osterhaus did not, however, move 
the enemy from the position occupied 
by him on our left, until Logan’s divi- 
sion, of IMcPhorson’s corps, arrived. 

“McCicrnand, who was with the right 
in person, sent repeated messages to me 


before the arrival of Logan, to send 
Logan’s and Qnimby’s divisions,- of Mc- 
Pherson’s corps, to him. 

“Iliad been on that as well as all 
other parts of the field, and could not 
see how they could be used there to 
advantage. However, as soon as the 
' advance of McPherson’s corps (Logan’s 
division) arrived, I sent one brigade to 
McOlernand on the right, and sent one 
brigade, Brigadier-General J. B. Smith 
commauding, to the left, to the assistance 
of Osterhaus. 

“ By the judicious disposition made 
of this brigade, under the immediate 
supervision of McPherson and Logan, a 
position was soon obtained giving us an 
advantage which soon drove the enemy 
from that part of the field, to make no 
I further stand south of Bayou Pierre. 

“ The enemy was here repulsed with 
a heavy loss in killed, wounded, and 
prisoners. The repulse of the enemy on 
our left took place late in the afternoon. 
He was pursued toward Port Gibson, 
but night closing in, and the enemy 
making the appearance of another stand, 
the troops slept upon their arms until 
daylight. 

“In the morning it was found that 
the enemy had retreated across Bayou 
Pierre, on the Grand Gulf road, and a 
brigade of Logan’s division was sent to 
divert his attention while a floating 
bridge was being built across Bayou 
Piei're immediately at Port Gibson. 
This bridge was completed, eight miles 
marched by McPherson’s corps to ; the 
north fork of Bayou Pierre, that stream 
bridged, and the advance of this corps 
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commenced passing over it at five o’clock 
the following morning. 

“ On the 3d, the enemy was pursued 
to Hawkinson’s Perry, with slight skir- 
mishing all day, during which we took 
quite a number of prisoners, mostly 
stragglers, from the enem}^ 

“ Finding that Grand Gulf had been 
evacuated, and tliat the advance of my 
forces was already fifteen miles out 
from there, and on the road, too, they 
would have to take to reach either 
Vicksburg, Jackson, or any intermediate 
point on the railroad between the two 
places, I determined not to march them 
back, but taking a small escort of cav- 
ahw, some fifteen or twenty men, I went 
myself, and made the necessary arrange- 
ments for changing my base of supplies 
from Bruinsburg to Grand Gulf. 

“Ill moving from Milliken’s Bend, 
the fifteenth army corps, Major-General 
W. T. Sherman commanding, was left to 
be the last to start. To prevent heavy 
reinforcements going from Vicksburg to 
the assistance of the Grand Gulf forces, 
I directed Sherman to make a demon- 
stration on Haines’ Bluft', and to make 
all the show possible. From information 
since received from prisoners captured, 
this ruse succeeded admirably. 

“ It had been my intention, up to the 
time of crossing the Mississippi River, to 
collect all my forces at Grand Gulf, and 
get on hand a good supply of provisions 
and ordnance stores before moving, and 
in the mean time to detach an army 
corps to co-operate with General Banks 
on Fort Hudson, and effect a junction 
of our forces. 


“ About this time I received a letter 
from General Banks, giving his position 
west of the Mississippi River, and stating 
that he could return to Baton Rouge by 
the loth of May ; that by the reduction 
of Port Hudson he could join me with 

12.000 men. 

“I learned about the same time that 
troops were expected at Jackson from 
the Southern cities, witli General Beaure- 
gai‘d in command. To delay until the 
10th of May, and for the reduction of 
Port HikIsoh after that, the accession of 

12.000 thousand men would not leave me 
relatively so strong as to move prompt- 
ly with what I had. Information re- 
ceived from day to day of the movements 
of the enemy also impelled me to the 
course pursued. While lying at Hawk- 
iiison’s Ferry, waiting for wagons, sup- 
plies, and Sherman’s corps, which had 
come forward in the mean time, demon- 
strations were made, successfully, I be- 
lieve, to induce the enemy to think- that 
route and the one by Hall’s Ferry above 
were objects of much solicitude to me. 
Reconnoissaiices xvere made to the west 
side of the Big Black to within six miles 
of Warrenton. On the 7th of May an 
advance wns ordered, McPherson’s corps 
keeping the road nearest Black River to 
Rocky Springs, McClernand’s corps keep- 
ing the ridge road from Willow Springs, 
and Sherman following with his corps 
divided on the two roads. All. the 
ferries were closely guarded until our 
troops w'ere well advanced. It was my 
intention here to hug the Black River as 
closely as possible with McGleriiands 
and Sliennuu’s coi'ps, and get them to 
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the railroad, at some place between 
Edward’s Station and Bolton. McPher- 
son was to move by way of Utica to 
Pvaymond, and from there into Jackson, 
destroying the railroad telegraph, public 
stores, etc., and push west to rejoin the 
main force. Orders were given to 
McPherson accordingly. Sherman was 
moved forward on the Edward’s Station 
road, crossing Fourteen Mile Creek at 
Dillon’s plantation ; McGlernand was 
moved across the same creek, farther 
west, sending one division of his corps 
by the Baldwin’s Perry road as far as 
the river. At the crossing of Fourteen 
Mile Creek, both McGlernand and Sher- 
man had considerable skirmishing with 
the enemy to get possession of the cross- 
ing. McPherson met the enemy near 
Baymond, two brigades strong, under 
Gregg and 'Walker, on the same day en- 
gaged him, and after several hours’ hard 
fighting drove him, with heavy loss in 
killed, wounded, and prisoners. Man}^ 
threw down their arms and deserted. 

“ My position at this tim^ was with 
Sherman’s corps, some seven miles west 
of Raymond, and about the centre of 
the army. 

“ On the night of the 12th of May, 
after orders had been given for the corps 
of McGiernand and Sherman to march 
toward the raihoad by parallel roads, 
i the former in the direction of Edward’s 
Station, and the latter to a point on the 
railroad between Edward’s Station and 
Bolton, the order was changed, and 
both were directed to move toward 
I Raymond. • 

I “This was in consequence of the en- 


emy having retreated toward Jackson 
after his defeat at Baymond, and of in- 
formation that reinforcements were daily 
arriving at Jackson, and that General 
Joe Johnston was hourly expected there 
to take command in person. I therefore 
determined to make sure of that place 
and leave no enemy in my rear. 

“McPherson moved oii' the 13th to 
Clinton, destroyed the railroad and tele- 
graph, and captured some important 
dispatches from General Pemberton to 
General Gregg, who had commanded 
the day before in the battle of Ray- 
mond. Sherman moved to a parallel 
position on the Mississippi Springs and 
Jackson road ; McGlernand moved to a 
point near Raj^mond. 

“ The next day Shei-man and McPher- 
son moved their entire forces toward 
Jackson. The rain fell in torrents all 
the night before, and continued until 
about noon of that day, making the 
roads at first slippery and then miry. 
Notwithstanding, the troops marched 
in excellent order, without straggling, 
and in the best of spirits, about fourteen 
miles, and engaged the enemy about 
twelve o’clock, near Jackson. McGler- 
nand occupied Clinton with one division, 
Mississippi Springs with another, Ray- 
mond with a third, and had his fourth 
division and Blair’s division of Sher- 
man’s corps, with a wagon train still in 
the rear, near New Auhimi, while Mc- 
Arthur, with one brigade of his division 
of McPherson’s corps, was moving to- 
ward Raymond on the U tica road. It 
was not the intention to move these 
forces any nearer Jackson, but to have 




SORTIES OF THE EXEMT. 


them in a position where th-ej would be 
in supporting distance if the resistance 
at J ackson should prove more obstinate 
than there seemed reason to expect. 

“The enemy marched out the bulk 
of his force on the Clinton road and en- 
gaged McPherson’s corps about two and 
a half miles from the city. A small 
force of artillei’y and infantry took a 
strong position in front of Sherman 
about the same distance out. By a de- 
. termined advance of our skirmishers, 
these latter were soon driven within 
their rifle-pits just outside the city. It 
was imi^ossible to ascertain the strength 
of the enemy at this part of the line in 
time to justify an immediate assault. 
Consequently McPherson^s two divisions 
engaged the main bulk of the rebel 
garrison at Jackson without further aid i 
than the moral support given them by 
the knowledge the enemy had of a force 
to the south side of the city and a few 
infantry and artillery of the enemy 
posted there to impede Sherman's pro- 
gress. Sherman soon discovered the 
weakness of the enemy by sending a re- 
connoitring party to his right, which also 
had the efiect of causing the enemy to 
retreat from this part of his line. A few 
of the artillerists, however, remained in 
their places, firing upon Sherman's troops, 
until the last moment, evidently instruct- 
ed to do so, with the expectation of be- 
ing captured in the end. On entering 
the city, it was found that the main body 
of the enemy had retreated north, after 
a heavy engagement of more than two 
hours with McPherson s corps, in which 
he was badly beaten. He was pursued 


until near night, but without further 
damage to him. 

“ During that evening I learned that 
General Johnston, as soon as he had 
satisfied himself that Jackson was to be 
attacked, had ordered Pemberton per- 
emptorily to march out from the direc- 
tion of Vicksburg and attack our rear. 
Availing myself of this infoiTiiation, I 
immediately issued orders to McCler- 
iiand and Blair, of Sherman's corps, to 
face their troops toward Bolton, with 
a view to reaching Edwmrd's Station, 
marching on different roads converging 
near Bolton. These troops were admi- 
rably located for such a move. McPher- 
son was ordered to retrace his steps 
early in the morning of the 15th on the 
Clinton road. Sherman was left in 
Jackson to destroy the railroads, bridges, 
factories, workshops, arsenals, and every- 
thing valuable for the support of the 
enemy. This was accomplished in the 
most efiectuai manner. 

“On the afternoon of the 15th I 
proceeded as far west as Clinton, through 
wdiich place McPherson’s corps passed 
to within supporting distance of Hovey’s 
division of McClernand's corps, which 
had moved that day on the same road 
to within one and a half miles of Bolton. 
On reaching Clinton at a quarter to five 
P.M., I ordered McCleniand to move his 
command early the next morning to- 
ward Edward's depOt, marching so as to 
feel the enemy if he encountered him ; 
but not to bring on a general engage- 
ment unless he was confident he was 
able to defeat him ; and also to order 
Blair to move with, him. 
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“ About fiye o’clock on the morning 
of the two men, employes on the 
Jackson and Yicksburg Railroad, who 
had passed through Pemberton’s army 
the night before, were brought to my 
headquarters. They state d P emberton’s 
force to consist of about eighty regiments, 
with ten batteries of artillery, and that 
the whole force was estimated by the 
enemy at about 25,000 men. Prom 
them I also learned the positions being 
taken up by the enemy, and his inten- 
tion of attacking our rear. I had de- 
termined to leave one division of Sher- 
man’s corps one day longer in J ackson, 
but this information determined me to 
bring his entire command up at once, 
and I accordingly dispatched him at half- 
past five A.M. to move with all possible 
speed untjl he came up with the main 
force near/Bolton. My dispatch reached 
him at soon after seven a.m., and his 
advance division was in motion in one 
hour from that time. A dispatch was 
sent to Blair at the same time, to push 
forward his division in the direction of 
Edward’s Station with all possible dis- 
patch. McClernand was directed to 
establish communication between Blair 
and Osterhans, of his corps, and keep it 
up, moving the fornier to the support 
of the latter. McPherson was ordered 
tprward at a quarter to six a.m. to 
join McOlernand, and Lieutenant-Golonel 
Wilson, of my staff, was sent forward to 
communicate the information received, 
and with verbal instructions to McGler- 
nand as to the disposition of his forces. 
At an early hour I left for the advance, 
and on arriving at the crossing of the 


Yicksburg and Jackson Railroad with 
the road from Raymond to Bolton, I 
found McPherson’s advance and his pio- 
neer corps engaged in rebuilding a bridge 
on the former road that had been de- 
stroyed by the cavalry of Osterhans’ di- 
vision that had gone into Bolton the 
night before. The train of Hovey’s di- 
vision was at a halt, and blocked up the 
road from farther advance on the Yicks- 
burg road. I ordered all quarter-masters 
and wagon-masters to draw their teams 
to one side and make room for the pas- 
sage of troops. McPherson was brought 
up by this road. Passing to the front, 
I found Hovey’s division of the thir- 
teenth arm}?* corps at a halt, with our 
skirmishers and the enemy’s |)ickets near 
each other. Hovey was bringing his 
troops into line, ready for battle, and 
could have brought on an engagement 
at any moment. The enemy had taken 
up a very strong position on a narrow 
ridge, his left resting on a height where 
the road makes a sharp turn to the left 
approaching Yicksburg. The top of the 
ridge and the precipitous hillside to the 
left of the road are covered by a dense 
forest and undergrowth. To the right 
of the road the timber extends a short 
distance down the hill, and then opens 
into cultivated fields on a gentle slope 
and into a valley extending for a con- 
siderable distance. On the road and 
into the wooded ravine and hillside 
Ilovey’s division was disposed for the 
attack. McPherson’s two divisions — 
all of his corps with him on the march 
from Milliken’s Bend (until Ransom’s 
brigade arrived that day after the battle) 
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— were thrown on the right of the road, 
properly speaking, to the enemy's rear. 
But I would not permit an attack to be 
commenced by our troops until I could 
hear from McClernand, who was advanc- 
ing with four divisions, two of them on 
a road intersecting the Jackson road 
about one mile from where the troops 
above described were placed, and about 
the centre of the enemy's line ; the other 
two divisions on a road still north and 
nearly the same distance off. 

“ I soon heard from McClernand 
through members of his staff and my 
own whom I had sent to him early in 
the morning, and found that by the 
nearest practicable route of communi- 
cation he was two and a half miles dis- 
tant. I sent several successive messages 
to him to push forward with all rapidity, 
There had been continuous firing be- 
tween Hovey’s skirmishers and the rebel 
advance, which by eleven o'clock grew 
into a battle. For some time this di- 
vision bore the brunt of the conflict : 
but finding the enemy too strong for 
them, at the instance of Hovey I di- 
rected first one and then a second bri- 
gade from Crocker's division to reinforce 
him. All this time Logan’s division was 
working upon the enemy’s left and rear, 
and weakened his front attack most 
wonderfully. The troops here opposing 
us evidently far ■ outnumbered ours. 
Expecting McClernand momentarily with 
four divisions, including Blair's, I never 
felt a doubt of the result. He did not 
arrive, however, until the enemy had 
been driven from the field, after a terri- 
ble contest of hours, with a heavy loss 1 


of killed, wounded, and prisoners, and a 
number of pieces of artillery. It was 
found afterwards that the Vicksburg 
road, after following the ridge in a 
southerly direction for about one mile, 
and to where it intersected one of the 
Raymond roads, turns almost to the 
west, down the hill and across the valley 
in which Logan was operating on the 
rear of the enemy. One brigade of 
Logan's division had, unconscious of this 
important fact, penetrated nearty to this 
road and compelled the enemy to retreat 
to prevent capture. - As it was, much of 
his artillery and Loring's division of his 
army was cut off, besides the prisoners 
captured. On the call of Hovey for 
more reinforcements just before the 
rout of the enemy commenced, I ordered 
McPherson to move what troops he 
could by a left flank around to the ene- 
my's front. Logan rode up at this time, 
and told me that if Hovey could make 
another dash at the enemy, he could 
come up from where he then was and 
capture the greater part of their force. 
I immediately rode forward, and found 
the troops that had been so gallantly 
engaged for so many hours, wifhdrawni 
from their advanced position and filling 
their cartridge-boxes. I directed them 
to use all dispatch and push forward 
as soon as possible, explaining to them 
the position of Logan's division. Pro- 
ceeding still farther forward, expect- 
ing every monieiit to see the enemy, and 
reaching what had been his line, I found 
he wvas retreating. Arriving at the 
Raymond road, I saw to my left and on 
the next, ridge a column of troops, which 



652 


THE WAR WITH THE SOUTH. 


proved to be Carr's division, and Me* 
Glernand with it in person ; and to the 
left of Carr, Osterhaus^ division soon 
afterward appeared, with his skirmishers 
well in advance. I sent word to Oster- 
haiis that the enemy was in Ml retreat, 
and to push up with all haste. The 
situation was soon explained, after which 
I ordered Carr to pursue with all speed 
to Black River and cross it if he could, 
and Osterhaiis to follow. Some of 
McPherson’s troops had already got into 
the road in advance ; but having inarched 
and engaged the enemy all clay, they 
were fatigued, and gave the road to Carr, 
who continued the pursuit until after 
dark, capturing a train of cars loaded 
with -commissary and ordnance stores 
and other property, 

“The delay in the advance of the 
troops immediately with McClernand 
was caused, no doubt, by the enemy 
presenting a front of . artillery and in- 
fantry where it was impossible, from the 
nature of the ground and the density of 
the forest, to discover his numbers. As 
it was, the battle of GhainpioiPs Hill, or 
Baker’s Creek, was fought mainly by 
Hovey’s division of McClernand’s corps, 
and Logan’s and Qnimby’s divisions (the 
latter commanded by Brigadier-G-eneral 
M. M. Crocker) of McPherson’s corps. 

“ Eansom’s brigade, of McPherson’s 
corps, came on to the field where the 
main battle bad been fought, immedi- 
ately after the enem}?’ had begun his 
retreat. 

“ Wmrd was sent to Sherman, at Bol- 
ton, of the result of the day’s engage- 
ment, with directions to turn his corps 


toward Bridgeport, and to Blair to join 
him at this latter place. 

“At daylight on the 17th the pursuit 
was renewed, with McClernand’s corps 
in the advance. The enemy was found 
strongly posted on both sides of the 
Black River. At this point on Black 
River the bluffs extend to the water’s 
edge on the west bank. On the east 
side is an open cultivated bottom of 
near one mile in width, surrounded by 
a bayou of stagnant water, from two to 
three feet in depth, and from ten to 
twenty feet in width, from the river 
above the railroad to the river below. 
Following the inside line of this bayou 
the enemy had constructed rifle-pits, 
with the bayou to serve as a ditch on 
the outside and immediately in front of 
them. Carr’s division occupied the right 
in investing this place, and Lawler’s 
brigade the right of his division. After 
a few hours’ skirmishing, Lawler dis- 
covered that by moving a portion of his 
brigade under cover of the river bank, 
he could get a position from which that 
place could be successfully assaulted, 
and ordered a charge accordingly, Fot- 
withstanding the level ground over 
which a portion of his troops had to 
pass without cover, and the great obsta- 
cle of the ditch in front of the enemy’s 
works, the charge was gallantly and 
successfully made, and in a few minutes 
the entire garrison, with seventeen 
pieces of artillery, were the trophies of 
this brilliant and daring movement. 
The enemy on the west bank of the 
river immediately set fii'c to the railroad 
bridge and retreated thus cutting off 
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all chance of escape for any portion of 
his forces remaining on the east bank. 

“ Sherman by this time had reached 
Bridgeport, on Black River, above. 
The only pontoon train with the expe- 
dition was with him. By the morning 
of the 18th he had crossed the river, 
and was ready to march on Walnut Hills. 
McClernand and McPherson built float- 
ing bridges during the night, and had 
them ready for crossing their commands 
by eight a.m. of the 18 th. 

“ The march was commenced by Sher- 
man at an early hour by the Bridgeport 
and Yicksburg road, turning to the right 
when within three and a half miles of 
Ticksburg, to get possession of Walnut 
Hills and the Yazoo River. This was 
successfully accomplished before the 
night of the 18th. M cPherson crossed 
the Black River above the Jackson road, 
and came into the same road with Sher- 
man, but to his rear. He arrived after 
night-fall with his advance to where 
Sherman turned to the right. McOler- 
nand moved by the Jackson and Yicks- 
burg road to Mount Albans, and there 
turned to the left to get into Baldwin’s 
Perry road. By this disposition the 
three army corps covered all the ground 
their strength would admit of, and by 
the morning of the 19th the investment 
of Yicksburg was made as complete as 
could be by the forces at my command. 

“ Buring the day there was continu- 
ous skirmishing, and I was not without 
hope of carrying the enemy^s works. 
Relying upon the demoralization of the 
enemy, in consequence of repeated de- 
feats outside of Yicksburg, I ordered 


a general assault at two p.m. on this | 
day. I 

The fifteenth army corps, from hav- 
ing arrived in front of the enemy’s works 
in time on the 18th to get a good posi- 
tion, were enabled to make a vigorous 
assault. The thirteenth and seventeenth 
corps succeeded no further than to gain 
advanced positions, covered from the fire 
of the enemy. The 20th and 21st were 
spent in perfecting communications with 
our supplies. Most of the troops had 
been marching and fighting battles for 
twenty days, on an average of about 
five days’ rations, drawn from the com- 
missary department. Though they had 
not suffered from short rations up to this 
time, the want of bread to accompany 
the other rations was beginning to be 
much telt. On the 21st my arrange- 
ments for drawing supplies of every de- 
scription being complete, I determined 
to make another effort to carry Yicks- 
burg by assault. There were many 
reasons to determine me to adopt this 
course. I believed an assault from the 
position gained by this time could be 
made successfully. It was known that 
Johnston was at Canton with the force 
taken by him from Jackson, reinforced 
by other troops from the east, and that 
more tvere daily reaching him. With 
the force I had, a short time must have 
enabled him to attack me in the rear, 
and possibly to succeed in raising the 
siege. Povssession of Yicksburg at that 
time would have enabled me to turn | 
upon J ohnston and drive him from j 
the State, and possess myself of all the | 
railroads and practical military high- 
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ways, thus effectually securing to our- 
selves all territory west of the Tombig- 
bee, and this before the season was too 
far advanced for campaigning in this 
latitude. It would have saved Grovern- 
ment sending large reinforcements, much 
needed elsewhere, and, -finally, the troops 
themselves were impatient to possess 
Yicksburg, and would not have worked 
in the trenches with the same zeal — 
believing it unnecessary — as they did 
after their failure to carry the enemy’s 
works. Accordingly, on the 21st, orders 
were issued for a general assault on the 
whole line, to commence at ten a.m. on 
the 22d. All the corps commanders set 
their time by mine, that there should 
be no difference between them in move- 
ment of assault. Promptly at the hour 
designated, the three army corps then 
ill front of the enemy’s works com- 
menced the assault. I had taken 
a commanding position near McPher- 
son’s front, from which I could see all 
the advancing columns from his corps, 
and a part of each of Sherman’s and 
McOlernand’s. A portion of the com- 
mands of each succeeded in planting 
theii’ flags on the outer slopes of the 
enemy’s bastions, and maintained them 
there until night. Each corps had many 
more men than could possibly be used 
in the assault, over such ground as in- 
tervened between them and the enemy. 
More men could only avail in case of 
breaking through the enemy’s line or in 
repelling a sortie. The assault was 
gallant in the extreme on the part of ail 
the troops ; but the enemy’s position 
was too strong, both naturally and arti- 


ficially, to be taken in that way. At 
every point assaulted, and at all of them 
at the same time, the enemy was able 
to show all the force his works could 
cover. The assault failed, I regret to 
say, with much loss on our side in killed 
and wounded ; hut without weakening 
the confidence of the troops in their 
ability to ultimately succeed. 

“No troops succeeded in entering any 
of the enemy’s works, with the exception 
of Sergeant Griffith, of the Twenty-first 
Regiment Iowa Yolunteers, and some 
eleven privates of the same regiment. 
Of these, none returned except the ser- 
geant and possibly one man. The work 
entered by him, from its position, .could 
give us no practical advantage, unless 
others to the right and left of it were 
carried and held at the same time. . 

“ About twelve m. I received a dispatch 
from McOleriiand, that he was hard 
pressed at several points, in reply to 
which I directed him to reinforce the 
points hard pressed from such troops as 
he had that were not engaged. I then 
rode round to Sherman, and had just 
reached there when I received a second 
dispatch from YIcClernand, stating posi- 
tively and unequivocally that he was in 
possession of and still held two of the 
enemy’s forts, that the American flag 
then waved over them, and asking me 
to have Sherman and McPherson make 
a diversion in his favor. This dispatch 
I showed to Sherman, who immediately 
ordered a renewal of the assault on his 
front. I also sent an answer to McGler- 
narid directing him to order up Mc- 
Arthur to his assistance, and started 
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immediately to tlie position I had just 
left on McPherson’s line to convey to 
him the information from McGlernaiid 
hy this last dispatch, that he might make 
the diversion requested. Before reach- 
ing McPherson, I met a messenger with 
a third dispatch from McClernaiid, of 
which the following is a copy : 

“ ‘Headquaktees, Thirteenth Army Corps. ) 

In the Field, near ViCKSBuri.G, Miss., V 

May 22, 1863 . ) 

“ ‘ Gteneeal : We have gained the en- 
emy’s intrenchments at several points, 
but are brought to a stand, I have sent 
word to McArthur to reinforce me if he 
can. Would it not be best to concentrate 
the whole or a part of his command on 
this point ? J ohn A, McOlern-and, 

“ ‘Major-General Commanding. 

“ ‘ Major-G-eneral IT. S. G-rant. 

“ ‘ P. S. — I have received your dis- 
patch. My troops are all engaged, and 
I cannot withdraw any to reinforce 
others. McO.’ 

“ The position occupied by me during 
most of the time of the assault gave me 
a better opportunity of seeing what was 
going on in front of the thirteenth army 
corps than I believed it possible for the 
commander of it to have. I could not 
see his possession of forts, nor necessity 
for reinforcements, 'as represented in his 
dispatches, up to the time I left it, which 
was between twelve m. and one p.m., 
and I expressed doubts of their correct- 
ness, which doubts the facts subsequent- 
ly, but too late, confirmed. At the time 
I could not disregard his reiterated 
statements, for they might possibly be 
true ; and that no possible opportunity 


of carrying the enemy’s stronghold 
should be allowed to escape through 
fault of mine, I ordered Quimhy’s divi- 
sion, which was all of McPherson’s corps 
then present hut four brigades, to re- 
port to McOlernand, and notified him 
of the order. I showed his dispatches 
to McPherson, as I had to Sherman, to 
satisfy him of the necessity of an active 
diversion on their part to hold as much 
force in their fronts as possible. The 
diversion was promptly and vigorously 
made, and resulted in the increase of our 
mortality list full fifty per cent., without 
advancing our position or giving us 
other advantages. 

“ About half-past three p.m. I received 
McOlernand’s fourth dispatch, as fol- 
lows : 

“ ‘ Headquarters, Thirteenth Army Corps, ) 
May 22, 1863 . ) ■ 

“ ‘ General : I have received your dis- 
patch in regard to General Quimby’s di- 
vision and General McArthur’s division. 
As soon as they arrive I will press the 
enemy with all possible speed, and doubt 
not I wull force my way through. I 
have lost no ground. men are in 
two of the enemy’s forts, but they are 
commanded by rifle-pits in the rear. 
Several prisoners have been taken, who 
intimate that the rear is strong. At 
this moment I am hard pressed. 

“ ‘ John A. McOlernand, 

“ ‘ Major-General Commanding. 

M.Tjor-General U. S. Grant, Department 
of the Tennessee.’ 

“ The assault of this day proved the 
quality of the soldiers of this army. 
Without entire success, and with a heavy 
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loss, there was no murmuring or com- 
plaining, no falling back, nor other evi- 
dence of demoralization. 

“ After the failure of the 22d, I de- 
termined upon a regular siege. The 
troops, now being fully awake to the 
necessity of this, worked diligently and 
cheerfully. The work progressed rapidly 
and satisfactorily until the 3d of July, 
when all was about ready for a final 
assault. 

“There was a great scarcity of engi- 
neer officers in the beginning, but under 
the skilful superintendence of Captain 
F. E. Prime, of the Engineer Corps ; 
Lieutenant-Colonel Wilson, of my staff, 
and Captain G. B. Comstock, of the 
Engineer Corps, who joined this com- 
mand during the siege, such practical 
experience was gained as would enable 
any division of this army hereafter to 
conduct a siege with considerable skill, 
even in the absence of regular engineer 
officers. : ^ . 

“ On the afternoon of the 3d of July 
a letter was received from Lieutenant- 
General Pemberton, commanding the 
Confederate forces at Yicksburg, pro- 
posing an armistice and the appointment 
of commissioners to arrange terms for 
the capitulation of the place. The cor- 
respondence resulted in the surrender 
of the city and garrison of Yicksburg at 
ten o^clock a.m., July 4, 1863, on the 
following terms: The entire garrison, 
officers and men, were to he parolled, 
not to take up arms against the IJnited 
States until exchanged by the, proper 
authorities ; officers and men each to he 
furnished with a parole, signed by him- 


self; officers to he allowed their side- 
arms and private baggage, and the field, 
staff, and cavalry officers one horse each ; 
the rank and file to he allowed all their 
clothing, but no other property ; rations 
from their own stores sufficient to last 
them beyond our lines ; the necessary 
cooking utensils for preparing their food, 
and thirty wagons to transport such 
articles as could not well he carried. 
These terms I regarded more favorable 
to the Government than an unconditional 
surrender. It saved us the transporta- 
tion of them North, which at that time 
would have been very difficult, owing 
to the limited amount of river transpor- 
tation on hand, and the expense of sub- 
sisting them. It left our army free to 
operate against Johnston, who was 
threatening ns from the direction of 
Jackson, and our river transportation to 
he used for the movement of troops to 
any point the exigency of the service 
might require. * 

. “ I brought forward during the siege, 
in addition to Lauman’s division and 
four regiments previously ordered from 
Memphis, Smith's and KimbalFs divi- 
sions, of the sixteenth army corps, and 
assigned Major-General 0. C. Washhurne 
to command of same. On the 11th of 
June, Major-General F. J. Herron’s di- 
vision, from the Department of the Mis- 
souri, arrived, and on the 14th two divi- 
sions of the ninth army corps, Major- 
General J.G. Parke commanding, ar- 
rived. This increase in my force en- 
abled me to make the investment most 
complete, and at the same time left me 
a large reserve to watch the movements 
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of J obiiston. Herron’s division was put 
into position on the extreme left, south 
of the city, and Lauman’s division was 
placed between Herron and McOlernand. 
Smith’s and Kimball’s divisions and 
Parke’s corps were sent to Haines’ Bluff. 
This place I had fortified to the ' land 
side, and every preparation made to re- 
sist a heavy force. Johnston crossed 
Big Black River with a portion of his : 
force, and everything indicated that he 
would make an attack about the 25th 
of June. Our position in front of 
Vicksburg having been made as strong 
against a sortie from the enemy as his 
works were against an assault, I placed 
Major-General Sherman in command of 
all the troops designated to look after 
Johnston. The force intended to oper- 
ate against Johnston, in addition to that 
at Haines’ Bluff, was one division from 
each of the thirteenth, fifteenth, and 
seventeenth army corps, and Lauman’s 
division. Johnston, however, not at- 
tacking, I determined to attack him the 
moment Vicksburg was in our posses- 
sion, and accordingly notified Sherman 
that I should again make an assault on 
Vicksburg at daylight on the fitli, and 
for him to have np supplies of afi de- 
scriptions ready to move upon receipt 
of orders if the assault should prove a 
success. His preparations were imme- 
diately made, and when the place sur- 
rendered on the 4th, two days earlier 
than I had fixed for the attack, Sher- 
man was found ready, and moved at 
once, with a force increased by the re- 
mainder of both the thirteenth and 
fifteenth army corps, and is a-t present 


investing Jackson, where Johnston has 
made a stand. 

'Hn the march from Bruinsburg to 
Vicksburg, covering a period of twenty 
days, before supplies could be obtained 
from government stores, only five days’ 
rations were issued, and three days’ of 
these were taken in haversacks at the 
start, and were soon exhausted. All 
other subsistence was obtained from the 
country through which we passed. The 
march was commenced without wagons, 
except such as could he picked up 
through the country ; the country was 
abundantly supplied with corn, bacon, 
beef, and mutton. The troops enjoyed 
excellent health, and no army ever ap- 
peared in better spirits or felt more con- 
fident of success. 

“ In accordance with pre^fious in- 
structions, Major-General S. A. Hurlbut 
started Golonel (now Brigadier- General) 
B. H. Grierson with a cavalry force 
from La Grange, Tennessee, to make a 
raid through the central portion of the 
State of Mississippi, to destroy railroads 
and other public property, for the pur- 
pose of creating a diversion in favor of 
the army moving to the attack on Vicks- 
burg. On the 1 7th of April this expe- 
dition started, and arrived at Baton 
Rouge on the 2d of May, having suc- 
cessfully traversed the whole State of 
Mississippi. This expedition was skil- 
fully conducted, and reflects great credit 
on Colonel Grierson and all of his com- 
mand. The notice, given this raid by 
the Southern press confirms our estimate 
of its importance. It has been one of 
the most brilliant cavalry exploits of the 
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war, and will be handed down in history 
as an example to be imitated. * 

“ I cannot close this report without 
an expression of thankfulness for my 
good fortune in being placed in co- 
operation with an of&cer of the navy 
who accords to every move that seems 
for the interest and success of our arms 
his hearty and energetic support. Ad- 
miral Porter and the very efficient 
officers under him have ever shown the 
greatest readiness in their co-operation, 
no matter what was to be done or what 
risk to be taken, either by their men or 
their vessels. Without this prompt and 
cordial support my movements would 
have been much embarrassed, if not 
wholly defeated. 

“Captain J, XJ. Shirk, commanding 
the Tuscumbia, was especially active, and 
deserving of the highest commendation 
for his personal attention to the repair- 
ing of the damage done our transports 
hy the Yicksburg batteries. 

“The result of this campaign has 
been the defeat of the enemy in five 
battles outside of Yicksburg ; the occu- 
pation of Jackson, the capital of the 
State of Mississippi, and the capture of 


Yicksburg and its garrison and munitions 
of war ; a loss to tire enemy of 37,000 
prisoners, among whom were fifteen 
general officers ; at least 10,000 killed 
and wounded, and among the killed, 
Generals Tracy, Tilghman, and Green, 
and hundreds and perhaps "thousands of 
stragglers who can never be collected 
and reorganized. Arms and munitions 
of war for an army of 60,000 men have 
fallen into our hands, besides a large 
amount of other public property, consist- 
ing of railroads, locomotives, cars, steam- 
boats, cotton, etc., and much was de- 
stroyed to prevent our capturing it. 

“Our loss in the series of battles may 
be summed up as follows ; 


Killed. ‘Wounded. Missing. 


Port Gibson. 

ISO .. 

.. 718 .. 

.. 5 

Fourteen. Mile Creek (skirmisli). 

4 .. 

. . 24 . 

.. — 

Eaymond. . . . ....... ......... 

69 , 

.. 341 . 

..32 

Jackson. . . ^ 

. 40 . 

. . 240 . 

. . 6 

Champion’s Bill 

. 426 . 

..1,842 . 

..189 

Big Black Railroad Bridge — . 

. 29 . 

.. 242 . 

.. 2 

Vicksburg 

. 645 . 

..8,688 . 

..303 


“Of the wounded, many were but 
slightly wounded, and continued on 
duty ; many more required but a few 
days or weeks for their recovery. Not 
more than one-half of the wounded were 
permanently disabled.” 
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Gnerson s Expedition into Mississippi. — One of the most brilliant Exploits of the War. — Grierson's Report. — Life of 

General Grierson. 


The narrative of the capture of Yicks- 
I86S would be incomplete without 

a full record of the famous exploit 
of Colonel, now Brigadier- General, Grier- 
son. This officer was sent out with a 
cavalry force from La Grange, in Ten- 
nessee, to make a raid through the 
central portion of the State of Missis- 
sippi, for the purpose of destroying rail- 
roads and other public property of the 
enemy, and creating a diversion in favor 
of the army of General Grant while 
moving to the attack of Yicksburg. 


successfully accomplished, that General 
Grant pronounced it one of the most 
brilliant exploits of the war, that would 
he handed down in history as an ex- 


son, in ms omciai report/ nas wriimn an 
interesting and memorable chapter in 
the narrative of the great movement 
against Yicksburg. He says ; 

“ In accordance with instructions from 
Major-General S. A. Hurlbut, received 
through Brigadier-General W. S. Smith, 
at La Grange, Tennessee, I left that 


llth of April, with the effective force ot 
my command, 1,700 strong. We movec 
southward without material interrup' 

» Report of May 5, 1863, dated from Baton. Rouge, La. 


tion, crossing the Tallahatchie Paver 
on the afternoon of the 18th at three 
different points. One battalion of the 
Seventh Illinois, under Major Graham, 
crossing at I^ew Albany, found the 
bridge partially torn up, and an attempt 
was made to fire it. As they approach- 
ed the bridge they were fired upon, but 
drove the enemy from their position, 
repaired the bridge, and crossed. The 
balance of the Seventh Illinois and the 
whole of the Sixth crossed at a ford two 
miles above, and the Second Iowa 
crossed about four miles still farther up. 
After crossing, the Sixth and Seventh 
Illinois moved south on the Pontotoc 
road, and encamped for the night on 



northwest toward King’s Bridge, to 
attack and destroy a portion, of a regi- 
ment of cavalry organizing there, under 
Major Chalmers. I thus sought to 
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create the impression that the object of 
our advance was to break up these 
parties. The expedition eastward com- 
municated with Colonel Hatch, who 
was still moving south parallel to us. 
The one to Hew Albany came upon 
200 rebels near the town and engaged 
them, killing and wounding several. 
The one northwest found that Major 
Chalmers’ command, hearing of our 
close proximity, had suddenly left in the 
night, going west. After the return of 
these expeditions, I moved with the 
whole force to Pontotoc. Colonel Hatch 
joined us about noon, reporting having 
skirmished with about 200 rebels the 
afternoon before and that morning, kill- 
ing, wounding, and capturing a number. 
We reached Pontotoc about five o’clock 
F.M. The advance dashed into the 
town, came upon some guerrillas, killed 
one and wounded and captured several 
more. Here we also captured a large 
mail, about 400 bushels of salt, and the 
camp equipage, books, papers, etc,, of 
Captain Weatherall’s command, all of 
w'hich were destroyed. After slight 
delay, we moved out and encamped for 
the night on the plantation of Mr. Dag- 
gett, five miles south of Pontotoc, on 
the road toward Houston. 

‘'At three o’clock the next morning, 
April 30, I detached iTo of the least 
effective portion of the command, with 
one gun of the battery, and all the 
prisoners, led horses, and captured pro- 
perty, under the command of Major 
Love, of the Second Iowa, to proceed 
back to La Grange, marching in column 
of fours, before daylight, through Pon- 


totoc, and thus leaving the impression 
that the whole command had returned. 
Major Love had orders also to send off 
a single scout to cut the telegraph wires 
south of Oxford. At five o’clock a.m. I 
proceeded southward with the main 
force, on the Houston road, passing 
around Houston about four o’clock p.m., 
and halting at dark on the plantation 
of Benjamin Kilgore, eleven and a half 
miles southeast of the latter place, on 
the road toward Starkvilie. The follow- 
ing morning, at six o’clock, I resumed 
the march southward, and about eight 
o’clock came to the road leading south- 
east to Columbus, Miss. Here I de- 
tached Colonel Hatch with the Second 
Iowa Cavalry and one gun of the battery, 
with orders to proceed to the Ohio and 
Mobile Baitroad in the vicinity of W est 
Point, destroy the road and wires, thence 
. move south, destroying the railroad and 
' all public property as far south, if pos- 
sible, as Macon ; thence cross the rail- 
; road, making a circuit northward, if 
, practicable take Columbus and destroy 
i all government works in that place, and 
: again strike Okalona, and destroying it, 
return to La Grange by the most prac- 
ticable route. Of this expedition and 
the one previously sent back I have 
' since heard nothing except vague and 
uncertain rumors through secession 
sources. These detachments were in- 
tended as diversions, and even should 
the commanders not have been able to 
carry out their instructions, yet, by at- 
tracting the attention of the enemy in 
other directions, they assisted us much 
in the accomplishment of our main object. 
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-A-itGi litiving stcirtocl CoIoiigI Hjitcli 
on his way, with the remaining portion 
of the command, consisting of the Sixth 
and Seventh Illinois Cavalry, about 950 
sti ongj I continued on my journey 
southward, still keeping the Starkville 
road, arriving at Starkville about form 
o’clock p.M. j we captured a mail and a 
quantity of government property, which 
was destroyed. Prom this point we 
took the direct road to Louisville. We 
moved out on this road about four miles, 
through a dismal swamp near belly deep 
in mud, and sometimes swimming our 
horses to cross streams, when we en- 
camped for the night in the midst of 
a violent rain storm. From this point 
I detached a battalion of the Seventh 
Illinois Cavalry, to proceed about four 
miles, and destroy an extensive tannery 
and shoe manufactory in the service of 
the rebels. They returned safely, hav- 


tually. They destroyed a large number 
of boots and shoes, and a large quantity 
of leather and machinery, in all amount- 
ing probably to $60,000, and captured 
a rebel quartermaster from Port Hud- 
son, who was there laying in a supply 
for his command. We now immediately 
resumed the march toward Louisville— 
a distance of twenty- eight miles— mostly 
through a dense swamp— the Hoxubee 
Eiver bottom. This was for miles belly 
deep in water, so that no road was dis- 
cernible. The inhabitants through this 
part of the country, generally, did not 
know of our coming, and would not 
believe us to be anything but Con- 
federates. We arrived at Louisville 


j soon after dark. I sent a battalion of 
^ the Sixth Illinois, under Major Starr, in 
advance, to picket the town and remain 
until the coluriiii had passed, when they 
were relieved by a battalion of the 
Seventh Illinois, under Major Graham, 
who was ordered to remain until we 
should have been gone an hour, to pre- 
vent persons leaving with information 
of the course we were taking, to drive 
out stragglers, preserve order, and quiet 
the fears of the people. They had 
heard of our coming a short time before 
we arrived, aiKl many had loft, taking 
only "wliat they could hurriedlj" move. 
The column moved qiiietl}' through the 
town without halting, and not a thing 
was disturbed. Those who remained at 
home acknowledged that they were sur- 
prised. They had expected to be rob- 
bed, outraged, and have their houses 
burned. On the contrary, they were 
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After leaving the town we struck an- 
other swamp, in which, crossing it, as 
we were obliged to, in the dark, we lost 
several animals drowmed, and the men 
narrowly escaped the same fate. March- 
ing until midnight, we halted until day- 
light at the plantation of Mr. Estiis, 
about ten miles south of Louisville. 

; . “ The next morning, April 23, at 
daylight, we took the road for Phila- 
delphia, crossing Pearl River at a bridge 
about six miles north of the towai. This 
bridge we were fearful would be de- 
stroyed by the citizens to prevent our 
crossing, and upon arriving at Phila- 
delphia, ^VQ found that they had mot 
^.d organized for that purpose ; but 


hearts failed, and they fled to the 
woods. We moyed through Philadel- 
phia about three p.m., without interrup- 
I tioii, and halted to feed about fiye miles 
I . southeast on the Enterprise road. Here 
we rested until ten o’clock at night, 
when I sent two battalions of the Seventh 
Illinois Oavalry, under Lieutenant-Col- 
onel Blackburn, to proceed immediately 
to Decatur, thence to the railroad at 
Fewton Station. With the, main force 
I followed about an hour later. The 
advance passed tlnougli Decatur about 
daylight, and struck the railroad about 
six o’clock A.M. I arrived about an 
hour afterward with the column. Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Blackburn dashed into 
the town, took possession of the railroad 
and telegraph, and succeeded in captur- 
ing two trains ill less than half an hour 
after his arrivahi One of these, twenty- 
five cars, was loaded with ties and ma- 
chinery, and the other thirteen cars 
were loaded with commissary stores and 
ammunition , among the latter several 
.thousand loaded shells. These, together 
with a large quantity of commissary and 
quartermaster’s stores, and about 600 
stand of arms stored in the town, were 
destroyed. Seventy-five prisoners cap- 
tured at this point ivere parolled. The 
locomotives were exploded and other- 
wise rendered completely unserviceable. 
Here the track was torn up, and a bridge 
half a mile west of the station destroyed. 
I detached a battalion of the Sixth 
Illinois Cavalry, under Major Starr, to 
proceed eastward, and destroy such 
bridges, etc., as he might find ov#, 


Chmikey River. Having damaged as 
much as possible the railroad and tele- 
graph, and destroyed all government 
property in the vicinity of Fewton,- I 
moved about four miles south of the 
road and fed men and horses. The 
forced marches which I was compelled 
to make in order to reach this point 
successfully, necessarily very much fa- 
tigued and exhausted my command, and 
rest and food were absolutely necessary 
for its safety. 

* ‘ From captured mails and informa- 
tion obtained by nly scouts, I knew that 
large forces had been out to intercept 
our return, and having instructions from 
Major-G-eneral Hurlbut and Brigadier- 
General Smith to move in any direction 
from this point which, in my judgment, 
would he best for the safety of my com- 
mand and the success of the expedition, 
I at once decided to move south, in 
order to secure the necessary rest and 
food for men and horses, and then re- 
turn to La Grange through Alabama or 
make for Baton Rouge, as I might here- 
after deem best. Major Starr in the 
mean time rejoined us, having destroyed 
most effectually three bridges and sev- 
eral hiiudrcd feet of trestle-woik., and 
the telegraph from eight to ton miles 
east of Fewton Station. After resting 
about three hours, wc moved south to 
Garlaiidsville. At this point we found 
the citizens, many of them veiierable 
with age, armed with shot-guns, and 
organized to resist our approach. As 
the advance entered the towm, these 
citizens fired upon them and wounded 
one of our men. We charged upon 
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tliem and captured several. After dis- 
arming them, we showed them the folty 
of their actions, and released them. 
Without an exception, they acknowl- 
edged their mistake, and declared that 
they had been grossly deceived as to 
our real character. One volunteered 
his services as guide, and upon leaving 
us declared that hereafter his prayers 
should be for the Union army. I men- 
tion this as a sample of tlie feeling which 
exists, and of the good effect which our 
presence produced among the people in 
the country through which we passed. 
Hundreds who are skulking and hiding 
out to avoid conscription, only await the 
presence of our arms to sustain them, 
when they will risaup and declare their 
principles ; and thousands who have 
been deceived, upon the vindication of 
our cause would immediately return to 
loyalty. After slight delay at Garlands- 
ville, we moved southwest about ten 
miles, and camped at night on the plan- 
tation of Mr. Bender, two miles west of 
Montrose, Our men and horses having 
become gradually exhausted, I deter- 
mined on making a very easy march the 
next day, and looking more to the re- 
cruiting of my weary little command 
than to the accomplishment of any im- 
portant object ; consequently I marched 
at eight o’clock the next morning, taking 
a west and varying slightly to a north- 
west course. We marched about five 
mileSj and halted to feed on the planta- 
tion of Mr. Mqhols. 

‘ ‘ After resting until about two o’clock 
p .M. , during which time I sent detach- 
ments north to threaten the line of the 


railroad at Lake Station and other 
points, we moved southwest toward Ra- i 
leigh, making about twelve miles during 
the afternoon, and halting at dark on 
the plantation of Hr. Mackadoro. From 
this point I sent a single scout, disguised | 
as a citizen* to proceed northward to 
tlie line of the fiouthern 'E^ailroad, cut 
the telegraph, and, if possible, fire a 
bridge of trestle-work. He started on 
his journey about midnight, and when 
within seven miles of the railroad he 
came Upon a regiment of Southern 
cavalry from Brandon, Miss., in search 
of ns. He succeeded in misdirecting 
them as to the place where he had last 
seen us, and having seen them well on 
the wrong road, he immediately retraced 
his steps to the camp with the news. 
When he first met them, they w^ere on j 
the direct road to our camp, and had I 
they not been turned from their course, 
would have come up with us before 
daylight. Prom information received 
through my scouts and other sources, I 
found that Jackson and the stations 
east, as far as Lake Station, had been 
reinforced by infantry and artillery, and 
hearing that a fight was momentarily 
expected at Grand Gulf, I decided to 
make a rapid march, cross Pearl E.h'er, 
and strike the Hew Orleans, Jackson, 
and Great Horthern Railroad at Hazle- 
Imrst, and after destroying as much of 
the road as possible, endeavor to get 
upon the flank of the enemy and co- 
operate with our forces, should they he 
siiccessfui In the attack upon Grand 
Gulf and Port Gibson. Having obtained 
during this day plenty of fo and 
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provisions, and having had one good 

“ Prom this point we took a north- 



night's rest, we now again felt ready for 

west course to Gallatin four miles. 



any emergency. Accordingly, at sis 

thence southwest three and a half miles 



o’clock on the morning of the 26th we 

to the plantation of Mr. Thompson, 



crossed Leaf Eiver, burning the bridge 

where we halted until the next morning. 



behind us to prevent any enemy who 

Directly after leaving Gallatin we cap- 



might be in pursuit from following ; 

tured a sixty-four-pound gun and a 



thence through Raleigh, capturing the 

heavy wagon-load of ammunition, and 



sheriff of that county with about $3,000 

machinery for mounting the gun, on the 



in government funds ; thence to West- 

road to Port Gibson. The gun was 



ville, reaching this place soon after dark. 

spiked and the carriages and ammuni- 



Passing on about two miles we halted 

tion destroyed. During the afternoon 



to feed, in the midst of a heavy rain, on 

it rained in torrents, and the men were 



the plantation of Mr. Williams. After 

completely drenched. At six o’clock 



feeding, Colonel Prince, of the Seventh 

the next morning, April 28, we moved 



Illinois Cavalry, with two battalions, 

westward ; after proceeding a short dis- 



was sent immediately forward to Pearl 

tance I detached a battalion of the 



River to secure the ferry and landing. 

Seventh Illinois Cavalry, under Captain 



He arrived in time to capture a courier, 

Trafton, to proceed back to the railroad 



who had come to bring intelligence of 

at Bahala and destroy the road, tele- 



the approach of the Yankees, and orders 

graph, and all government property he 



for the destruction of the ferry. With 

might find. With the rest of the com- 



the main column I followed in about 

mand, I moved southwest toward Union 



two hours. We ferried and swam our 

Church. We halted to feed at two 



horses, and succeeded in crossing the 

o’clock P.M., on the plantation of Mr. 



whole command by two o’clock p.m. As 

Snyder, about two miles northeast of 



soon as Colonel Prince had crossed his 

the church. While feeding, our pickets 



two battalions, he was ordered to proceed 

were fired upon by a considerable force. 



immediately to the Hew Orleans, Jack- 

I immediately moved out upon them. 



son, and Great Northern Railroad, strik- 

skirmished with and drove them through 



ing it at Hazlehurst. Here he found a 

the town, wounding and capturing a 



number of cars, containing about 600 

number. It proved to be a part of 



loaded shells and a large quantity of 

Wirt Adams’ Alabama Cavalry. After 



commissary: and quartermaster’s stores, 

driving them off we held the town, and 



intended for Grand Gulf and Port Gib- 

bivouacked for the night. After ac- 



son. These- were destroyed, and as 

complishing the object of his expedition, 



much of the railroad and telegraph as 

Captain Trafton returned to us about 



possible. Here, again, we found the 

three o’clock in the morning of the 29th, 



citizens armed to resist us, but they fled 

having come upon the rear of the main 



precipitately upon our approach. 

body of Adams’ command. The enemy 
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having a "battery of artillery, it was his Here we destroyed twenty -five freight 
intention to attack us in front and rear cars and a large quantity of government 
at Union Church about daylight in the sugar. We found much Union senti- 
morning, but the appearance of Captain ment in this town, and were kindly 
Trafton with a force in his rear changed welcomed and fed by many of the citi- 
his purpose, and turning to the right he zens. Hearing nothing more of our 
took the direct road toward Port Gib- forces at Grand Gulf, I concluded to 
son. From this point I made a strong make for Baton Rouge, to recruit my 
demonstration toward Payette, with a command, after wdiicli I could return to 
view of creating the impression that we La Grange through southern Mississippi 
were going toward Port Gibson or and west Alabama, or, crossing the 
Natchez, while I quietly took the op- Mississippi River, move through Louis- 
posite direction, taking the road leading iana and Arkansas. Accordingly, after 
southeast to Brookhaven on the railroad, resting about two hours, we started 
Before arrhdng at this place we ascer- southwest on the Liberty road, marched 
tainted that about five hundred citizens about fifteen miles, and halted until 
and conscripts were organized to resist daylight on the plantation of Dr. Spur- 
ns. We charged into the town, when lark. The next morning we left the 
they fled, making hut little resistance, road and threatened Magnolia and Osyka, 
We captured over 200 prisoners, a large -where large forces were concentrated to 
and beautiful camp of instruction, com- meet us, but instead of attacking those 
prising several hundred tents and a large points, took a course clue south, march- 
quantrty of quartermaster’s and com- ing through woods, lanes, and by-roads, 
missary stores, arms, ammunition, etc. and striking the road leading from Oliri- 
After paroliing the prisoners and de- ton to Osyka. Scarcely had we toiiciied 
stroying the railroad, telegraph, and all this road when we came upon the Ninth 
government property, about dark we Tennessee Cavalry, posted in a strong 
moved southward, and encamped at Mr. defile, guarding the bridges over Tick- 
Gill’s plantation, about eight miles south faw River. We captured their pickets, 
of Brookhaven. and, attacking, drove them before us, 

“ The following morning we moved killing, wounding, and capturing a num- 
directly south along the railroad, de- her. Our loss in this engagement was 
stroying all bridges and trestle-work to one man killed, and Lieiitenaiit-Oolonel 
Bogue Chitto Station, where we burned William D. Blackburn and four men 
the cUpdt and fifteen freight cars, and wounded. I cannot speak too highly 
captured a very large secession flag, of the bravery of the men upon this 
Prom thence we still moved along the occasion, and particularly of Lientemint- 
railroadj destroying every bridge, water- Colonel Blackburn, who, at the head of 
tank, etc., as we passed, to Summit, his men, charged upon the bridge, 
which place we reached soon after noon, dashed over, and by midaunled courage 
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dislodged the enemy from his strong 
position. After disposing of the dead 
and wounded, we immediately moTed 


soiiin on tne ureens our gn roaa, recross- 
ing the Tickfaw River at Edwards’ 
bridge. At this point we met Garland’s 
rebel cavalry, and with one battalion of 
the Sixth Illinois and two guns of the 
battery, engaged and drove them off 
without halting the column. 

“ The enemy were now on our track, 
in earnest. We were in the vicinity of 
their strongholds, and from couriers and 
d 


we utterly surprised Stuart’s cavalry, 
who were picketing at this point, cap- 
turing forty of them, with their horses, 
arms, and entire camp. Fording the 
river, we halted to feed within four 
miles of the town. Major-General 
Augur, in command at Baton Rouge, 
having now, for the first, heard of our 
approach, sent two companies of cavalry, 
under Captain Godfrey, to meet us. 
We marched into the town about three 
o’clock P.M., and were most heartily 
welcomed by the United States forces 
at this point. * 

“ Before our arrival in Louisville, 
Company B, of the Seventh Illinois 


teiegrapn, ana rejoin us. upon ap- 
proaching the place he found it had 
been reinforced and the bridge over the 
Oka Foxtibee River destroyed, so that 
the railroad and telegraph could not be 
reached. He came back to our trail, 


ton, took a southeast course to Enter- 
prise, where, although his force num- 
bered only thirty-five men, he entered 
with a flag of truce, and demanded a 
surrender of the place. The command- 
ing officer at that point asked an hour 
to consider the matter, which Captain 
Forbes (having ascertained that a large 
force occupied the place) granted, and 
improved in getting away. He immedi- 
ately followed ns, and suoccedod in join- 
ing the co.lumn while it was crossing 
Pearl River at Georgetown. In order 
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to catch us, he was obliged to inarch 


was three killed, seven wounded, five 
left on the route sick, the sergeant- 


sixty miles per day for several consec- 
utive days. Much honor is due to 
Captain Forbes for the manner in which 
he conducted this expedition. 

“ At Louisville I sent Captain L 3 uich, 
of Company E, Sixth Illinois Cavalry, 
and one man of his company, disguised 
as citizens, who had gallantly volun- 
teered to proceed to the Mobile and 
Ohio Railroad, and cut the wires, which 
it was necessary should be done to pre- 
vent the information of onr presence 
from flying along the railroad from 
Jackson and other points. Captain 
Lynch and his comrade proceeded to- 
ward Macon, but meeting with the same 
barrier which had stopped Captain 
Forbes, could not reach the road. He 
went to the pickets at the edge of the 
town, ascertained the whole disposition 
of their forces and much other valuable 
information, and returning joined us 
above Decatur, having ridden without 
interruption for two days and nights 
without a ..moments rest. All honor 
to the gallant Captain, whose intrepid 
coolness and daring characterized him 
on every occasion. 

“During the expedition we killed 
and wounded about 100 of the enemy, 
capturecl and parolled over 500 prisoners, 
many of them officers, destroyed be- 
tween fifty and sixty miles of railroad 
and telegraph, captured and destroyed 
over 3,000 stand of arms, and other 
army stores and government property 
to an immense amount ; we also cap- 


major and surgeon of the Seventh 
Illinois, left with Lieutenant-Colonel 
Blackburn, and nine men missing, sup- 
posed to have straggled. We marched 
over GOO miles in less than sixteen days. 
The last twenty-eight hours we inarched 
seventy-six miles, had four engagements 
Vvdth the enemy, and forded the Coiiiite 
River, wliich was deep enough to swim 
many of the horses. D uring this time the 
men and horses were without food or rest. 

“ Much of the country through which 
we passed was almost entirely destitute 
of forage and provisions, and it was but 
seldom that we obtained over one meal 
per day. Many of the inhabitants must 
undoubtedly suffer for want of the nec- 
essaries of life, wffiicli have reached 
most fabulous prices. 

“ Two thousand cavalry and mounted 
infantry were sent from the vicinit}'' of 
Greenwood and Grenada northeast to 
intercept us ; 1,300 cavalry and several 
regiments of infantry with artillery were 
sent from Mobile to Macon, Meridian, 
and other points on the Mobile and 
Ohio road. A force was sent from 
Canton northeast to prevent onr cross- 
ing Pearl River, and another force of 
infantry and cavalry was sent ffiom 
Brookhaven to Monticello, thinking we 
would cross Pearl River at that point in- 
stead of Georgetown. Expeditions were 
also sent from Vicksburg, Port Gibson, 
and Port Hudson, to intercept us. 
Many detachments were sent out from 
; my command at various places to mis- 


bured 1,000 horses and mules. ^ , 

“ Our loss during the entire journey 1 lead the enemy, all of which rejoined 
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us ill safety. Colton’s pocket map of 
the Mississippi, which, though small, is 
very correct, was all I had to guide, me, 
hut hf the capture of their couriers, 
dispatches, and mails, and the invaluable 
aid of my scouts, we were always able 
by rapid marches to evade the enemy 
when they were too strong, and whip 
them when not too large. 

“ Colonel Prince, commanding the 
Seventh Illinois, and Lieutenant- Colonel 
Loomis, commanding the Sixth Illinois, 
were untiring in their efforts to further 
the success of the expedition, and I 
cannot speak too highly of the coolness, 
bravery, and above all, of the untiring 
perseverance of the officers and men of 
the command during the entire .journey. 
Without their hearty co-operation, which 
wasffreely given under the most tr 3 dng 
circumstances, we could not have ac- 
complished so much with such signal 
success.” 

This brilliant raid of Colonel Henjamin 
H. Q-rierson made him a notable per- 
son, though previously but little known 
to fame. He was born in Pittsburg, 
Pennsylvania, in 1827, but removed to 
Ohio while still a youth, where he re- 
sided for fifteen years. He subsequent- 
ly repaired to Jacksonville, Illinois, in 
which place he was engaged in trade as 


a dealer in produce. When the civil 
war broke out, he joined a company of 
volunteers formed of his fellow-towns- 
men, but on arriving at Cairo was 
attached as aid-de-camp to General 
Prentiss, and remained in this position 
though chosen major of the Sixth Illinois 
Regiment. On the 28th of March he 
was raised, by the unanimous vote of his 
comrades, to the colonelcy, vacated by 
the resignation of Colonel Cavanagh. 
In December of the same year he was 
placed in command of the first brigade 
of cavalry, composed of the Sixth and 
Seventh Illinois and Second Iowa regi- 
ments. He had already given proof of 
skill and enterprise in various detached 
expeditions in west Tennessee and 
northern Mississippi, when he Was 
ordered to execute that raid through 
the centre of the latter State which has 
won for him so much popular applause. 
In reward for this service he was 
promoted to a brigadier-generalship. 
Grierson is one of the many civilians 
who in the inglorious times of peace 
would have remained unnoticed in the 
obscurity of decent citizenship, but 
whom the present war, with its patri- 
otic inducements to nobleness of effort, 
has stirred to the achievement of deeds 
worthy of the recognition of history. 
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The Operations of the Fleet before Yiclcsbnrg. — Good Conduct of Naval Commatnlers and Sailors, — Gallant Deeds. — 
' Attack of the Queen of the West Upon the steamer City of Yicksburg. — Tlie Itesults. — Queen of the ^Yest be- 
low Yicksburg. — Supplies, how obtained.— Cruise and Fate of the Qiieeii of the West. — Porter sends relief to Ellet. 

The Indianola. — Her Cruise and Fate. — Running Earns and Transports 'past the Batteries.— ‘‘ A Magnificent Suc- 
cess.” — Attack upon Grand Gulf. — Its Failure. — Eenewal of Attack. — The \Yorks abandoned by the Enemy, — A 
Landing secured for Grant’s Troops. — Cruise up the Pi.ed River. — Fort at Warrenton tsiken. — Porter co-opeiuting 
with Sherman in an Attack upon Haines’ Bluff. — Expedition to Yazoo City. — Porter co-operating with Grant in his 
Assault upon Yicksburg. — Loss of the Cincinnati. — Porter announces the Surrender of Vicksburg. — Hie Services of 
the Navy. — TTie coujp-de-gmoe given to Yazoo City. — Various Espeditlons. — ^Naval Police of the Mississippi. 

Throughout " the protracted opera- sailors vfere displaying an activity of 
186S against Vicksburg, the naval daring and a constancy of perseverance 

force under the command of i^d- sufficient to stiiniilate the most languid 
miral Porter was busily engaged in hope. Many deeds were thus ancoin- 
co-operating with the army of General plished which will be always meniora- 
Grant. Though the earlier plans of hie in the history of the war. One of 
attack, in which the use of the fleet was the most remarkable was the passage 
more obviously practicable, failed, and of the batteries, and the attack on the 
the last and triiimphant movement enemy’s steamer Vicksburg, lying before 
against the stronghold upon the Missis- the city under its most formidable guns, 
sippi was chiefly effected by land, the ‘' In compliance with your instruc- 
siiccessful i-esult was due in a measure tions,” wrote Coloft dl Ellet, the hero of 
to the efficient service of Admiral Porter, the occasion, in his official report to 
who, by securing the passage of the Admmal Porter, dated "Below Vicks- 
transports and the landing of the troops, burg, February 2, 1863,” " I started 
and by constantly occupying the atten- on the Queen of the West at half-past 
tiori of the formidable batteries, and four o’clock this morning, to pass the 
destroying the enemy’s means of offence rebel batteries at Vicksburg and sink 
on the river, gave such aid as was indis- the rebel steamer lying W that city, 
pensable to the execution of Grant’s I discovered immediately on starting 
designs. that the change of the wheel Worn its 

During the long and repeatedly b^^ former position to the narrow space 
effort to penetrate the formidable do- behind the Queen’s, bulwarks did not 
fences of the enemy, and while the permit the boat to be lumdied with 
patience of the country was tried almost sufficient accuracy.. An hour or more 
to despair, our naval commanders and wns spent at reaiTaiiglng the apparatus, 
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and when we finally ronnded the point, 
the sun had risen, and any advantage 
which would have resulted from the 
darkness was lost to us. 

“The rebels, opened a heavy fire 
upon us as we reached the city, but we 
were only struck three times before 
reaching the steamer. She was lying 
in nearly the same, position that the 
Arkansas occupied when General Ellet 
ran the Queen into her on a former 
occasion. The same causes which pre- 
vented the destruction of the Arkansas 
then saved the City of Vicksburg this 
morning. Her position was such, that 
if we had run obliquely into her as we 
came down, the bow of the Queen would 
inevitably have glanced. We were com- 
pelled to partially round to in order to 
strike. The consequence was, that at 
the very moment of collision, the cur- 
rent — very rapid and strong at this 
point“Caiight the stern of my boat, 
and, acting on her bow as a pivot, 
swung her round so mpidly that nearly 
all her momentum was lost. I had 
anticipated this, and therefore caused, 
the starboard bow gun to be shotted 
with three of the incendiary projectiles 
recommended in your orders. As we 
' swung around, Sergeant J. II. Campbell, 
detailed for the purpose, fired this gun. 
A sixty-foiir-pound shell crushed through 
the barricade just before he reached the 
spot, but he did not hesitate. The dis- 
charge took place at exactly the right 
moment, and set the rebel steamer in 
flames, which they subsequently sTic- 
ceeded in extinguishing. 

“ At this moment one of the enemy’s 


shells set the cotton near the starboard 
wheel on fire, while the discharge of 
our own gun ignited that portion wliich 
was on the bow. The flames spread 
rapidly, and the dense smoke rolling 
into the engine room suffocated the 
engineers. I saw that if I attempted to 
run into the City of Vicksburg again, 
my boat \yould certainly be burned. I 
ordered her to he headed down stream, 
and ordered every man to extinguish 
the flames. After much exertion we 
finally put the fire out by cutting the 
burning bales loose. 

“ The enemy of course were not idle. 
We were struck twelve times, and 
though the cabin door was knocked to 
pieces, no material injury to the boat or 
to any of those on board was inflicted. 
About two regiments of rebel sharp- 
shooters, in rifle-pits, kept up a con- 
tinual fire, but did no damage. The 
Queen was struck twhee in the hull, but 
above the water-line. One of our' guns 
was dismounted and ruined. 

“I can only speak in the highest 
terms of the conduct of every man on 
hoard. All behaved with cool, determ- 
ined courage.” 

Admiral Porter, deriving his informa- 
tion from some deserters, reported : 

“The steamer Vicksburg was so badl^^ 
injured by the Queen of the West, tliat 
she has to he kept afloat with large 
coal barges fastened to her side. Her 
machinery has been taken out, and she 
wdll likely be destroyed. This is the 
fifth steamer w^e have deprived the 
rebels of. The Vicksburg was the largest 
and strongest steamer on the river, and 
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Siiimisport. I landed and destroyed 


I think they were preparing to use her 
against our transports, being very fleet. 
Her wheels and guards were all- smashed 
in, and a lai’ge hole knocked in her 
side.” 

As the Queen of the West wms now 
below the batteries, and consequently 
out of immediate reach of supplies, it 
became necessary to send them to her. 
Accordingly a barge, containing 20,000 
bushels of coal, was started during the 
night. It arrived in safety, notwith- 
standing a hazardous passage of ten 
miles in length. Thus provided, the 
Queen of the West was enabled to pur- 
sue her destructive purpose. After a 
career of considerable success, she was 
finally captured. The work she accom- 
plished, and her subsequent fate, are 
best narrated in Coloner Ellet’s own 
words. He says, in Ms report to Ad- 
miral Porter, dated ‘‘ Below Vicksburg, 
February 25, 1863 

“ Admiral : I have the honor to re- 
port to you that I left the landing below 
Vicksburg, in obedience to jmiir written 
instructions, on, the night of the lOth 
instant, taking with me the He Soto and 
coal Iferge, and proceeded down the 
river. We passed Warrenton without' 
inteiTuption, and reached Red Eiver on 
the following evening. I destroyed, as 
you directed, the skiffs and flat-boats 
along either shore. I ascended Red 
River on the morning of the 12 tli, as 
far as the month of the Atchafalaya. 
Leaving the He Soto and coal barge in 
a secure position, I proceeded down the 
stream. Six miles from its mouth I met 
a train of army wagons returning from 


them. On reaching Simmsport I found 
that two .rebel steamboats had just left, 
taking with them the troops and artillery 
stationed at that point. They had left 
on the bank seventy barrels of govern- 
ment beef, which I broke up and rolled 
into the river. I pursued another train 
of wagons into the swamps, where they 
escaped. One of their wagons, loaded 
with ammunition and stores, fell into 
our hands and was destroyed. 

“ On her return, a party of' overseers 
and other civilians fired into the Queen 
from behind a levee, and immediately 
fled under cover of the darkness. First 
Master James H. Thompson, a gallant 
and efficient officer, v/as shot through 
the knee. Anchoring at the mouth of 
the Atchafalaya I waited until iiiorniiig, 
and then returned to the spot from 
which we had been attacked. All the 
buildings on the three large adjoining 
plantations were burnefl by my order. 

‘ ‘ I started up the Red Pviver the same 
day, and reached Black River by night. 
On the iiiorniiig of the 14th, when about 
fifteen miles above the mouth of Black 
River, a steamboat came suddenly round 
a sharp bend in the river, and was 
captured before she could escape. She 
proved to be the Era, Ho. 6, loaded 
with forty-five hundred bushels of corn. 
She had on boarcT two .rebeT lieutenants 
and fourteen privates. The latter I at 
once parolled and set ashore. I left the 
Era and coal barge in charge of a 
guai’tl. Wc reached the bend just be- 
low Gordoir’s Landing before dusk ; the 
dense smoke of several boats rapidly 
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firing up could be .seen over the tops of 
the trees as we approached, I ordered 
the pilot to proceed very slowly, and 
merely show the bow of the Queen 
around the point. From the sharp bend 
which the river makes at this point, 
there was no apparent difficulty in with- 
drawing out of range of the enemy’s 
guns whenever it might be desired. The 
rebels opened upon us with four thirty- 
two pounders the moment we came in 
sight. Their guns were in a fine posi- 
tion, and at the third shot I ordered Mr. 
Garvey, the pilot, to back the Queen 
out. Instead of doing so, he ran her 
aground on the right-hand shore. 

“ The position at once became a very 
hot one. Sixty yards below we would 
have been in no danger. As it was, the 
enemy’s shot struck us nearly every 
time. The chief engineer had hardly 
reported to me that the escape-pipe was 
shot away, when an explosion below and 
a rush of steam around the boat told me 
that the steam-pipe had been cut in 
two. Nothing further, of course, could 
be done. I gave orders to lower the 
yawl at the stern of the Queen to carry 
off Captain Thompson, who lay wounded 
in my state-room. Some persons had 
already taken the yawl, however, and 
the other yawl was on the Do Soto, a 
short distance below. Fortunately the 
cotton bales with which the Queen was 
protected afforded ah avenue of escape, 
and a majority of the men and officers 
succeeded, in reaching the De Soto. I 
ordered this boat to be brought up as 
far as it was practicable without being 
struck, and sent her yawl to the Queen. 


Lieutenant Tuthill and: Third Master 
Duncan bravely volunteered for this 
purpose. I remained with the De Soto 
over an hour, picking up men on cotton 
bales. Lieutenant Tuthill barely suc- 
ceeded in escaping from the Queen, the 
rebels boarding her in skiffs as he es- 
caped. The Queen could easily have 
been burned, but this could not be done 
while Captain Thompson was on hoard, 
and it was impossible to remove him. 
All the passages had been blocked up 
with cotton, the interior of the boat was 
intensely dark, filled with steam, and 
strewed with shattered furniture. The 
display of a light enabled the batteries 
to strike her with unerring certainty. 
To have brought the De Soto alongside 
would have insured her destruction, as 
the light from the latter’s furnaces ren- 
dered her a conspicuous mark. 

“A dense fog sprung up as we start- 
ed down in the De Soto, and she lost 
her rudder by running into the bank. 
Drifting down fifteen miles I took pos- 
session of the Era, and scuttled and 
burnt the De Soto and barge. Know- 
ing the rebels would lose no time in 
pursuing, I pushed on down through 
the fog, throwing off corn to lighten her. 
We reached the ktississippi at dawn. 
Opposite Ellis’ Clilfs, Mr. Garvey ran 
the Era, a boat drawing less than two 
feet of water, hard aground, actually 
permitting her wheels to make several 
revolutions after she hitd struck, and it 
was with the utmost difficulty tiiat she 
could be gotten off. The disloyal senti- 
ments openly expressed by Mr. Garvey 
a few hours before this occurrence rcii- 
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dered it necessary for me to place him 
under arrest and fix upon him the un- 
willing conviction that the loss of the 
Queen was due to the deliberate treach- 
ery of her pilot. It is to be regretted 
that the illness of Mr. Scott Long, who 
piloted the Queen past the Vicksburg 
batteries, rendered it necessary to intrust 
the Queen to the management of Mr. 
Garvey. 

“ The next morning, a short distance 
below Natchez, I met the Iiidianola. 
Captain Brown thought that he might 
be able to ascend the Red River and 
destroy the battery at Gordon’s Landing, 
and I accompanied him down in the 
Era, leading the way. I had not gone 
three nailes, when a break in the dense 
fog disclosed a steamer rapidly moving 
up stream, about a mile ahead. I at 
once rounded to, and caused the whistle 
to blow, to warn Captain Brown of her 
presence. As soon as the rebel steamer, 
which was undoubtedly the Webb, per- 
ceived the Indianola, she immediately 
turned * and fled. The latter fired two 
shots at her, but without effect. I learn- 
ed afterward that three armed boats had 
been sent in pursuit of the Era, and had 
been turned back by the Webb on her 
retreat. 

“ On reaching this stream, Captain 
Brown decided not to ascend it, and" I 
thought it best to return at once. 
Thinking Ave might be attacked on the 
Avay up, I seized 170 bales of cotton, 
and protected the Era’s machinery as 
far as practicable. At St. Joseph’s I 
landed and seized the mails, and learned 
from them that Colonel Adams was 


waiting for us at G-raiid Gulf, with two 
pieces of artillery. IT 
Avere fired at the Era avM: 
point, none of Aviiich took 
On reaching Island N 
of riflemen opened a he 
the Era from the Mis.« 

Suspecting it to be a ruse to draw us to 
the other side of the river, I decided on 
keeping the right of the 
furnaces of the Era beca 
at this point, that I foun 
to stop and liaAm them c 
delay of twenty minutes being caused 
by this. The Era had passed the island, 
when a battery of three guns opened 
upon us from the Louisiana shore. 
Forty-six shots were fired, but did no 
injury. At Warrenton th 
ed fire upon the Era with two rifled 
twenty- p o unders . They 

four shots, but did not succeed in stril 
insT her. extraordinarv as i 


the numerous hatches, and thus escaped 
the effects of the steam. Mr. Tajflor, 
the engineer, is reported to be badly 
scalded, bv a deserter from the Webb. 
TAveiity-four men Avere taken prisoners, 
ten of wlioin Avere civilians employed on 
the boat. Assistant-Surgeon Bootli was 
the only commissioned officer captured.” 

Admiral Porter, always on the alert, 
now hastened to send relief to Colonel 
Ellet, AAdio Avas floating about; on the 
Mississippi Avith the Era No. 5,” a 
small and unarmed boat which he had 
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captured, in immediate want of sup- 
plies, and surrounded by an enterpris- 
ing enemy. Tlie armed steamer Indian- 
ola, with two coal barges in tow, was 
accordingly dispatched to reinforce and 
supply EUet. The Inclianola and her 
charge succeeded in passing the batter- 
ies at Yicksburg and Warrenton during 
the night of the 13th of February, 1862. 
Though fired' at eighteen times, neither 
boat was struck. The Indianola, how- 
ever, in spite of this favorabl(3 begin- 
ning, was fated to fall into the hands of 
the enemy. 

Admiral Porter, in his official dispatch, 
curtly said, that “ the rams Webb and 
Queen of -the West attacked, her [the 
Indianola], and rammed her until she 
surrendered,” and added, “ all of which 
can be traced to a non-compliance with 
my instructions.” 

A subsequent attempt, : toward the 
close of March, to run two rams, the 
Lancaster and Switzerland, past the 
Yicksburg batteries, proved unsuccessful. 
The former, after receiving thirty shots, 
sunk, and the latter was disabled, though 
she succeeded in drifting away from the 
enemy. 

The boldest and most important naval 
exploit was the passage, on the night 
of April 10 til, of the batteries at Yicks- 
burg, by six armed vessels and some 
dozen transports and barges, whose ex- 
posed parts wmre protected hay 
and cotton. They were sent to aid in 
carrying out G-eneral Grant's plan of 
landing his troops below the city, on the 
eastern side of the river. This hazardous 
feat was performed with comparatively 


little loss. One vessel only, the transport 
Henry Clay, was destroyed, being burned 
and sunk by the enemy’s fire, though no 
lives were lost. Hot a man was killed, 
but a few were badly wounded. A doz- 
en was the sum of those injured on the 
whole fieet, “ The commanders,” de- 
clared Admiral Porter, “ carried out my 
orders to the best of their ability, having 
great difficulties to contend with, strong 
currents and dangerous eddies ; glaring 
fires in every direction, that bothered 
the pilots ; smoke almost enveloping the 
squadron, and a very heavy fire on the 
vessels, that were fair targets for the 
enemy. I have no cause to be dissatis- 
fied with the result. The enemy’s 

shot were of the heaviest calibre, and 
some were of excellent patteim. Ho 
material damage was done by those 
coming on hoard beyond smashing the 
bulwarks.” 

General Grant termed the movement 
“ a magnificent success.” 

The subsequent attempts, though not 
equally successful, -served to supply the 
army with such transports and barges 
as were absolutely necessary for moving 
the troops, and thus essentially promoted 
General Grant’s object. 

It having been determined to oficct a 
landing afc or below Grand Gulf, it be- 
came necessary to make an efibrt to 
remove the enemy’s defences at that 
point. Accordingly, on the 29th of 
April, Admiral Porter moved to their 
attack, with tlio six gun-boats which 
had so gallantly and successfully passed 
Yicksburg. 

“ After a fight of five hours and thirty 



ATTACK OIs .GEAKD GULF,. 675 


minutes,’’ says the Admiral in his report, 
^‘we silenced the lower batteries, hut 
failed to silence the upper one, Which 
was high, strongly built, had guns of 
very 'heavy calibre, and the vessels were 
unmanageable in the heavy current. It 
fired but feebly toward the last, and tire 
vessels all laid by and enfiladed it, while 
I went up a short distance to cominimi- 
cate with G-eneral G-rant, who concluded 
to land the troops and march over to a 
point two miles below Grand Gulf. I 
sent the Lafayette back to engage the 
upper batteries, which ^ she did, and 
drove the persons out of it, as it did not 
respond after a few fires. At six p.m. 
we attacked the batteries again, and 
under cover of the fire all the transports 
passed by in good condition. The Ben- 
ton, Tuscmnbia, and Pittsburg were much 
ci^t up, having twenty-four killed and 
fifty-six wounded, but they are all ready 
fbr service.” 

The enemy reported their loss on this 
occasion to be “three killed, including 
Colonel Wade, General Bowen’s chief 
of artillery. Twelve or fifteen were 
wounded.” ' 

Admiral Porter on the 3d of May got 
under way with the four gun-boats 
Lafayette, Garondelet, Mound City, and 
Pittsburg, and prepared to renew the 
attack, hut found that the works were 
abandoned. 

“ The enemy,” wrote the Admiral, 
“ had left before we got up, blowing up 
tlieir ammunition, spiking their large 
guns, and burying or taking away the 
lighter ones. The armament consisted 
of thirteen guns in all. The works are 


of the most extensive kind, and would 
seem to defy the eflurts of a much 
heavier fleet than the one which silenced 
them. The forts were literally torn to 
pieces by the accuracy of our fire. 
Colonel Wade, tlie commandant of the 
batteries, was killed ; also his chief of 
staff. Eleven men were killed that we 
know of, and our informant sa,ys that 
many were wounded, and that no one 
was permitted to go inside the forts after 
the action except those belonging there. 

“ We had a hard fight for these forts, 
and it is with great pleasure that I re- 
port that the navy holds the door to 
Yicksburg. Grand Gulf is the strongest 
place on the Mississippi. Had the en- 
emy succeeded in finishing tlfe fortifica- 
tions, no fleet could have taken them. 

“ I have been all over the ivorks, and 
found them as follows : One fort on a 
point of rocks, seventy -five feet high, 
calculated for six or seven guns, moiuit- 
ing two seven- inch rifles, and one eight- 
incli, and one Parrot gun on wlieels, 
which was carried off. On the left of 
this work is a triangular work, calculated 
to mount one heavy gun. These works 
are connected with another fort by a 
covered way and double rifle-pits ex- 
tending one cjuarter of a mile, construct- 
ed with much labor and showing great 
skill on the ]>art of the constructor. 
The third fort commands the river in all 
directions. It moimtcd one splendid 
Blakely one-hundred pounder, one eight- 
inch and two thii^t}" pounders. Tlie 
latter were lying burst or broken, on the 
ground. 

“The gim-boats had so covered up 
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On the morning of the 15th of May, 


everything with earth, that it was im- 
possible to see at first what was there, 
with the exception of the guns that were 
dismounted or broken. 

“ Every g'lm that* fell into our hands 
was in good condition, and we found a 
large quantity of ammunition. 

“These are by far the most exten- 
sively built works, with the exception 
of those at Yicksburg, I have seen yet, 
and I am happy to say that we hold 
them.’’ 

Having secured a landing for the 
troops of General Grant, Admiral Porter, 
never at rest when work is to be done, 
showed his characteristic enterprise in 
quickly repeated and most successful 
blows against the* enemy’s defences on 
the water. Sailing up the Red River, 
he took possession of Fort He Russey 
(May 6th), Alexandria .(M.a.y 6th), and I 
about the same time a reconnoitring 
force destroyed a large quantity of the 
enemy’s property on the Black River. 
The enemy’s formidable position at 
Warrenton soon after yielded to a single 
gun-boat. 

When, finally, General Grant had 
made such progress by land as thorough- 
ly’- to invest Yicksburg, he called upon 
Admiral Porter to co-operate with him 
in an attack upon Haines’ Bluff, and 
thus make an effort to open the com- 
munications of the army through the 
Yazoo River with the Mississippi. Por- 
ter energetically and successfully re- 
sponded. He movjsd at -once against 
these formidable batteries of the enemy, 
which had so long bid defiance to the 
attack of soldier and sailor. 


says the Admiral in his report, dated 
Yazoo River, May 20, 1863, came 
over to the Yazoo to be ready to co- 
operate with General Grant. Leaving 
two of the iron-dads at Red River, one 
at Grand Gulf, one at Carthage, three 
at Warrenton, and two in the Yazoo, 
left me a small force. Still I disposed 
of them to the best advantage; 

“ On the 18th, at meridian, firing -was 
heard in the rear of Yicksburg, which 
assured me that General Grant was ap- 
proaching the city. The cannonading 
was kept up furiously for some time, 
when, by the aid of glasses, I discerned 
a company of our artillery advancing, 
taking position and driving the rebels 
before them. I immediately sa^vt^ that 
General Sherman’s division had come on 
to the left of Snyder’s Bluff, and thfit 
the rebels at that place had been cut off 
from joining the forces in the city. I 
dispatched the He Kalb, Lieutenant-Com- 
mander Walker ; Choctaw, Lieutenant- 
Commander Ramsay ; Romeo, Petrel, 
and Forest Rose, all under command of 
Lieutenant-Commander Breese, up the 
Yazoo to open communication in that 
way with Generals Grant and Sherman. 

“This I succeeded in doing, and in 
three hours received letters from Gen- 
erals Grant, Sherman, and Steele, in- 
forming me of this vast success, and 
asking me to send up provisions, whicli 
was at once done. 

“ In 'the mean time Lieutenant-Com- 
mander Walker, in the He Ixalh, pushed 
on to Haines’ Bluff, which the enemy 
had commenced evacuating the day he- 
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fore, and a party reinaiiied behind in 
the hopes of destroying or taking awaj’ 
a large amount of ainmiiiiitioii on hand. 

“ When they saw the gmi-boats, they 
ran out and left everything in good 
order — guns, forts, tents, and equipage 
of all kinds, which fell into our hands. 

“As soon as the capture of Haines’ 
.T31uff and fourteen forts was reported 


therri, and all were rendered useless in 
an. hour.” . ' ' 

After Porter had accoiiiplished his 
purpose at Haines’ Bliifh he sent Lieu- 
teiiant-Coiiiriiarider Walker up tlie Yazoo 
River with a force to destroy all the 
enemy’s .jiroperty in that direction. 
Commander Walker fulGlled liis mis- 


to me, I shoved up the gun-boats from 
below Yicksburg to fire at the hill bat- 
teries, which fire was kept up for two 
or three hours. At midnight they 
moved up to the town and opened on it 
for about an hour, and coiitiimed at 
intervals during the night to annoy the 
garrison. 

“ On the 19th I placed six mortars in 
position, wdth orders to fire night and 
day as rapidly as they could. 

“ The works at Haines’ Bluff are very 
forinidahle. There are fourteen of llie 
heaviest kind of mounted eig'lit and ten 
inch and seven and a half iiicli rilled 
guns, with ammunition enough to last a 
long siege. As the gun-carriages might 
again foil into the hands of the enemy, 
I had them, hiirned, blew up the maga- 
zine, and destroyed the works generally. 
I also hiiriied up the eiicampiiieuts, 
wliich were permanently and remarkably 
well constructed, looking as if the rebels 
intended to stay for some time. 

‘ ‘ These works and encampments cov- 
ered many acres of ground, and the 
fortifications and the rifle-pits proper of 
Haines’ Bluff extend about a mile and 
a quarter. Such a net- work of dofeucos 
I never saw. 

“ The rebels were a year constructing 
168 


“I started,” he says, “from Snyder’s 
Bluff on the 20th instant, with the De 
Kalb, Choctaw, Forest Rose, Linden, 
and Petrel, on an expedition to Yazoo 
City. Arriving at Haines’ Bluff, I landed 
a h)rec and sniked an ciHii-iia.'ii uun in 

i- O ■ ■ 

llie wc)rks there, ami burned the euiTiago. 
1 also burned some forty tenis left stand- 
ing:, and a steam saw-mill. 'Arriving at 
Yazoo Ciiy at one p.m., on (lie 2dd.. inst., 
1 was met by ji commitlee e>r citizciis, who 
informed me that ilm ]ilace Inal been evac- 
uated by the militiuy uiitliorities, and ask- 
ing; protection. Tlie na'swwai’d and ves- 
sels had been fired l.y the enemy, and 1. 
sent a workiiig parly iu insure llie flo- 
structiuii of everythiijg \’aiuable to the 
rebels. The vessels burned wei'e the Mo- 
bile, a screw vessel, read}" i'or |.ihinking ; 
the Rejnibiie, which was hfong fitted out 
for a ram, and a vessel oii the stocks, a 
monster, three hundred and ten feet 
long and seventy feet beam. The navy- 
yard contained fine saw and planing 
mills, an extensi\’'e macliine sho]), car- 
penter and blacksniilli's shops, and all 
the necessary fixtures for large hiiild- 
ing and repairing yards, which, with a 
very large quantity of lumber, were 
burned. I also burned a large saw-rnili 
above the town. Most of the’ public 
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stores had been removed. Such as I 
found in town were taken on board the 
vessels or destroyed.^’ 

When General Grant made that spir- 
ited hut unsuccessful assault 'upon the 
enemy’s works, by land, Admiral Porter 
was again active in co-operating ‘ from 
the river. 

“On. the morning of the 21st,” he 
wrote in his report of May 22, 1863, “I 
received a communication from General 
Grant, informing me that he intended 
to attack the whole of the rebel works 
at ten A. M. the next day, and asking me 
to shell the batteries from half-past nine 
until , half-past ten, and to annoy the 
garrison. I kept six mortars playing 
rapidly on the works and town all night, 
and sent the Benton, Mound City, and 
Oarondelet up to shell the water batteries 
and other places where troops might be 
resting during the night. At seven 
o’clock in the morning the Mound City 
imoceeded across the river and made an 
attack on the hill batteries opposite the. 
canal. At eight o’clock I found her in 
comically with the Benton, Tuscumbia, 
and Oarondelet. All these vessels open- 
ed on the hill batteries and finally si- 
lenced them, though the main work on 
the battery containing the heavy rifled 
gun was doiic by the Mound City, 
Lieutenant-Commanding Byron Wilson. 
I then pushed the Benton, l^loiiiid City, 
and Oarondelet up to the water batte- 
ries, leaving the Tuscumbia, which is 
still out of repair, to keep the hill bat- 
teries from firing on our vessels after 
they had passed by. The three gun- 
boats passed up slowly, owing to the 


strong current, the Mound City leading, 
the Benton following, and the Caronde- 
let astern. The water batteries opened 
furiously, supported by a hill battery on 
the starboard beam of the vessels. The 
vessels advanced to witliin four hundred 
and forty yards (by our marks), and re- 
turned the fire for two hours without 
cessation, the enemy’s fire being very 
accurate and incessant. 

“Finding that the hill batteries be- 
hind us were silenced, I ordered up the 
Tuscumbia to within eight liimdred 
yards of the batteries ; hut the turret 
was soon made untenable, not standing 
the enemy’s shot, and I made her drop 
down. I had been engaged with the 
forts an hour longer than General Grant 
asked. The vessels had all received se- 
vere shots under water, which we could 
not stop while in motion ; and not know- 
ing what might have delayed the move- 
ment of the army, I ordered the vessels 
to drop out of fire, which they did in a 
cool, handsome manner. 

“ This was the hottest fire the gun- 
boats have ever been under ; but owing 
to the water batteries being more on a 
level with them than usual, the gun- 
boats threw ill their shell so fast tliai 
the aim of the enemy was not very good. 
Idle enemy hit our vessels a number of 
times ; but, fighting how on, that did 
but little damage. 

“Hot a man was killed, and only a 
few wounded. I had only enough am- 
munition for a few moments longer, and 
set all hands to work to fill up from our 
depot below. 

After dropping hack, I found that 
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General Ellet to General Mo wry at 
Young's Point, to act in conjunction, in 
order (to use the Admiral’s naive phrase) 
*‘to wake them up.” Mowrj, accord- 
ingly, taking about 1,200 men, proceed- 
ed in company with Ellet to Richmond, 
“where they completely routed the 
axlvaiice guard of the rebels, consisting 
of 4,000 men and six pieces of artillery, 
and captured a lot of stores. The town 
was completely destroyed in the 

When the great stronghold of the 
enemy linally yielded, Admiral Porter, 
in armoimcing the surrender of Yicks- 
burg, justly declared that “ history has 
seldom had an opportunity of recording 
so desperate a defence on one side, with 
so much courage, ability, perseverance, 
and endurance on the otlier.” While 
giving the land forces their share of 
tlie credit in this magnanimous coin- 
piiment : “ If ever an army was entitled 
to the gratitude of the nation, it is the 
Army of the Tennessee, and its gallant 
leaders, ”’ tlie Admiral limited himself to 
a modest statement of the services of 
his own command. 

Yazoo City itself, notwithstanding 
the destrnction of its navy-yard with 
most of the vessels, still holding out, 
Admiral Porter, in conjunction with 
General Grant, determined to give the 
place the coii^-de-grace. 

“ Hearing,” wrote the Admiral in his 
official dispatch, July 14, 1863, “ that 
General Johnston was foiTifying Y'azoo 
City with heavy guns, and gathering 
troops there for the purpose of obtaining 
supplies for his army from the A"azoo 
country ; also, that the remainder of the 


urn enemy naci taxen possession again 
of one of the lower hill batteries and 
was endeavoring to mount his guns, and 
mounted a twelve-pounder field piece 
to fire at General McArthurk troops, 
which had landed a short time before at 
Warrenton. I sent the Mound City 
and Carondelet to drive him off, which 
they did in a few nioinents. " 

“ I have since learned, through Gene- 
ral Grant, that the army did assault at 
the right time vigorously. In the noise 
and smoke we could not see or hear it. 
The gun-boats were, therefore, still 
fighting wdien the assault had proved 
unsuccessful. 

“ The army had terrible work before 
them, and are fighting as well as soldiers 
ever fought before. But the w'orks are 
stronger than any of us dreamed of. 
General Grant and his soldiers are con- 
fident that the brave and energetic 
generals in the armj?- will soon over- 
come all obstacles and carry the works.” 

The only serious loss during those re- 
peated attacks by the Union fleet -was 
that of the gun-hoat Cincinnati, which, 
on being struck by a shot, “ went down 
in shoal water with her flag flying.” 

To complete the destruction of the 
enemy’s property, Lieutenant Walker 
was again sent up the Y’azoo River on 
the 24th of May, and destroyed a num- 
ber of vessels, a mill filled with corn, 
and other valuable structures and sup- 
plies. 

Admiral Porter, having heard that 
the enemy had collected a force of 
12,000 men at Bichmond, in Louisiana, 
nine miles from Milliken’s Bend, sent 
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enemy's best transports were then show- 
ing a possibility of his attempt to escape, 
Major-Q-eneral G-rant and 'myself deter- 
mined to send a naval and military 
expedition up there to capture them. 

“ The Baron Be Kalb, Kew National, 
Kenwood, and Signal were dispatched 
undei’’ command of Lieutenant John G. 
■Walker, with a force of troops number- 
ing 5,000 niider Major-General Frank 
J, Herron. Pushing up to the city, the 
Baron De Kalb engaged the batteries, 
which were all prepared to receive her, 
and after finding out their strength, 
dropped back to notify General Herron, 
who immediately landed his men, and 
the army and navy made a combined 
attack on the enemy’s works. The 
rebels soon fled, leaving : everything in 
our possession, and set fire to four of 
their finest steamers that ran on the 
Mississippi Biver in times past. 

“ The army pursued the enemy and 
captured their rear-guard of 260 men, 
and at last accounts; were taking more 
prisohers. Six heavy guns and one 
vessel, formerly a gun-hoat, fell into 
our hands, and all the munitions of war. 

“ IJnfortimately, while the Baron He 
Kalb was moving slowly along, she ran 


foul of a torpedo, wdiich exploded and 
sunk her. There was no sign of any- 
thing of the kind to he seen. 'While 
she was going down, another exploded 
under her stern. 

“ The water is rising fast in the Yazoo, 
and we can do nothing more than get 
the guns out of her, and then get her 
into deep water, where she will be uii”- 
disturbed until we are able to raise her. 
The oflScers and men lost everything.” 

Admiral Porter gave the finishing 
stroke to the enemy by various expedi- 
tions up the tributaries of the Missis- 
sippi, the Bed Biver, and the Little Bed 
and White rivers in Arkansas, where 
several vessels and much property were 
destroyed. 

The appropriate close of Admiral P or- 
der’s services on the Mississippi was the 
effective provision he made tor securing 
the hold of the great thoroughfare which 
he had so greatly contributed in restor- 
ing to Federal command. Gun-hoats 
were stationed at all. points on the river, 
from its northern banks to the Gulf of 
Mexico, where there was danger of mo- 
j lestation from guerrillas. The Admiral 
thus could proudly declare that ‘ ' vessels 
need not wait for convoy.” 
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